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Restore forest health,  
streams, marshes and  
scenic views 
 
Evoke past eras:   
Native American life,  
Revolutionary War 
 
Protect, reveal and interpret geological treasures:  
Geological phenomena and formations, springs and natural shorelines 
 

Explore Mannahatta:   
An isolated valley, and a forest ridge overlooking the sublime expanse of 
the Hudson Valley and Palisades 
 

Improve family attractions:  
Nature center,  accessible restrooms, community space, performance 
area, picnic lawns 

Inwood & Isham Parks 
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Inwood Park              Community Concerns as reported on All Our Ideas 

Each “word cloud” shows the top ten concerns people mentioned.  
If the type is larger,  it means the item has a high probability of being 
requested by other community members. 
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Inwood and Isham Park 
  Community   
 
Adjacent community 

 Concerns as reported on All Our Ideas 
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Inwood and Isham Parks         Physical Issues 



82 

Inwood Park
  
   

Concept Plan 
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Remove redundant paths and restore creeks and marsh areas. 
Create a rustic path through the Clove. 

Inwood Park Revise the path system to highlight natural features, avoid 
   the TBTA toll plaza and correct circulation problems 
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Present day map overlaid with historic features, creeks, paths, and roads 

Inwood Park                 Historical Evolution 
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Inwood Park       Historic Features: Geological and Native American 
Map by Reginald Pelham Bolton 
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Inwood Park   Historic Features: Colonial and Revolutionary Periods 
Map by Reginald Pelham Bolton 
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Inwood Park Historic Features: 19th Century Estates and Institutions 
Map by Reginald Pelham Bolton 
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Inwood Park      Historic Features: 19th Century Transportation 
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Inwood Park                     Historic Features: Early 20th Century 
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Inwood Park   Historic Features: Mid 20th Century Modifications 



Inwood Park Historical Topography

1892 d  f h   f h  I d H ll  f  h  F  G   1892 rendering of the view of the Inwood Hill area from the Fort George area 
which is at the north end of the current day Highbridge Park

91
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Inwood Park    Restore the original hydrological systems 
             
1874 - Viele Map showing original watercourses, overlaid with current park 
outlines and coastline 
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Inwood Park    

Existing emerging 
wetland 

Proposed effect 
Showing restored stream courses 
and expanded wetlands 

Restore watercourses and wetlands 
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Create a naturalized  
shoreline at a 

proper elevation to 
establish a high 

marsh 
 

Reconstruct 
shoreline pathway as 

a boardwalk 
 

Establish a low 
marsh in the body 

of the inlet 

New small boat launch location 

Inwood Park    
Restore watercourses and wetlands 

Proposed naturalized shoreline and creek outlet 
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Inwood Park    

Create a 
naturalized 

shoreline 
 

Reconfigure 
shoreline and inland 
elevations to create 

a creek 
 

Remove the steel 
fences,  reconfigure 
the paths adjacent 

to the creek 

Create a naturalized creek outlet 
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Inwood Park        

Existing conditions:  Showing 
flooded and washed out path  
in the Clove 

Proposed:  Showing rivulet formed 
by lowering soil levels and  
re-grading topography 

Create naturalized wet areas and rivulet in the Clove 



97 

Inwood Park       

Restore and reuse 
steps and paths carved 

into the rock, as well 
as the small trails 

constructed  
on the slopes in the 

Indian cave area of the 
western ridge 

 
Use very discrete trail 

markings 
 

Route the path past 
scenic, geological and 
hydrological features 

 
 

Establish a wilderness trail  
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Inwood Park    

Give insight to 
the Native 
American  

point-of-view 
 

Provide access 
to the geological 
features in a way 
that blends into 

the natural 
environment 
and does not 

cause erosion. 

Improve interpretation of Native American caves and  
the geological features 
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Inwood Park   

Use rocks and 
natural materials 
to form a ring of 
seating that will  

accommodate 
groups of 30 

people 
 

Create a real fire ring and performance area at the Indian Caves 
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• Remove curbs, lamp posts,  
and utility structures;  use discreet signage 
• Reduce pavement and construct a 
boardwalk over the restored rivulet  
• Plant a new tulip tree to replace the lost 
historic tree 

Inwood Park 
  
  
  

Re-establish the natural character of the entrance to the Clove 

Current conditions 

Proposed conditions 
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Inwood Park    Improve the use and appearance of the peninsula 

Remove  the storage yard and 
containers, relocate the kayak 
storage building 
 
Enhance the picnic area 
 
Enhance the performance area 
  

Paint the nature center a darker color 
 
Reconfigure the restrooms to permit                       
outside access when the center is closed 
 
Provide a boardwalk for marsh access 
 
Improve the roof and HVAC system 
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Inwood Park
   

Reconfigure the fields to 
decrease fly ball hazards 

to park users 
 

Construct new fences 
closer to field foul lines 

to provide a more 
effective barrier and to 

make paths feel less 
constricted 

 
Reconstruct similar 

fences near the dog run  

Reconfigure the ball field layout and foul ball fences to protect park 
users and improve appearance of the adjacent areas 
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Inwood Park 

N 

This is a map of the plant communities prepared by the Natural Resources Group 
to guide restoration decisions.  It considers cover type, canopy species, understory 
types and species and soil conditions.    

  Continue to remove invasive trees and vines 

The red and purple 
areas require 
attention or they will 
spread aggressively 

Plant Communities 
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Historic view of the Hudson 

Inwood Park 
Restore scenic views 

 

Example of overgrown condition with obscured view 
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Isham Park                       Community Concerns as reported on All Our Ideas 
 Each “word cloud” shows the top ten concerns people mentioned.  If the type is larger, it 

means the item has a high probability of being requested by other community members.  
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Isham Park                       Community Concerns as reported on All Our Ideas 
 

Adjacent community 

Adjacent community  

Tenth Ave. 
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 Isham Park
  
   

Physical Issues 
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 Isham Park
  
   

Concept Plan 
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Isham Park   

Historic view from the Isham hill toward Inwood park and the Hudson River 

Restore critical historic views and scenic beauty 
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Isham Park   

 
Prune and thin healthy 

trees to improve 
sculptural beauty and 

sightlines 
 

Relocate newly 
planted street trees 

that will grow too tall 
for the location 

 
Only plant shorter 

trees in the view 
corridor 

 
Relocate lampposts 

and signs that 
interfere with the 

view 
 

Existing conditions 

Restore critical historic views and scenic beauty 



111 

Isham Park 
  

Remove dead trees, prune and thin healthy trees to improve sculptural 
beauty and sightlines; plant understory trees and shrubs to enhance habitat 
 
Remove tall shrubs that enclose the pathway 
 
Plant groundcover near paths, plant lower flowering shrubs and airy 
multistem understory trees down the slope to add scenic beauty 
 
Design short range views from the memorial benches 
 
Establish a zone of 2 foot-candle warm colored lighting to make the path 
more attractive to pedestrians in the evening 

Improve safety and beauty of “Isham Family Path” and park slopes 
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Isham Park      

Replace the cobra 
head street lights 

with historic street 
lights,  use discreet 

ground or fence 
mounted signage 

 
Improve the circle 

plantings 
 

Employ chemical 
graffiti removal 

rather than painting 
the stone 

Improve the appearance of the Park Terrace East circle 
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Isham Park   

Plant low growing 
flowering shrubs and 
airy multistem trees 
on the park side of 

the fence  
 

Evaluate removing 
the fence and 

connecting the 
garden to the park 

like “Strawberry 
Fields” in Central 

Park 
 

Provide water for 
irrigation 

Integrate Bruce’s Garden into the park landscape 
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Isham Park 
  

Remove mulberry 
trees damaging stairs  

 
Restore the stairs 

 
Plant low growing   

flowering shrubs and 
trees 

 
Provide water for 

irrigation 
 

Demap the street 
that was never 

constructed 
 

Remove Mulberry trees damaging the stairs, and restore the stairs 
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Isham Park     

Existing white painted wall 

Decrease the dominance of  
painted surfaces in the landscape 
by making them darker 
  

Plant ivy on the wall to naturalize it  
and discourage graffiti 

Proposed granite gray painted wall 

Use standard dark color for all painted concrete surfaces 
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