


That’s right! You don’t need to leave the
City to get a taste of the wilderness—
nature is all around you! So get on the
subway or bus and explore New York
City in a whole new way.

The Forever Wild Program is an initiative of the New
York City Department of Parks & Recreation to protect
and preserve the most ecologically valuable lands with-
in the five boroughs. The 47 Forever Wild Nature
Preserves include over 8,700 acres of towering forests,
vibrant wetlands, and expansive meadows. These vital
open spaces are home to thousands of critters, includ-
ing flying squirrels, bald eagles, and fascinating rare
plants. They also give New Yorkers and visitors the
chance to walk in the woods, paddle a stream, or
observe wildlife with family and friends.

New York City is home to some of the finest and most diverse
forests in the region. A healthy forest includes trees, shrubs, and
a vegetated understory. Wildflowers bloom on the forest floor in
early spring, before trees and shrubs develop leaves.

Salt marshes are among the most biologically productive eco-
systems on the planet. They provide shoreline areas with flood
protection, serve as nursery grounds for fish and shellfish, and fil-
ter pollutants from coastal waters.

The Natural Resources Group (NRG) is a division of the New
York City Department of Parks & Recreation. NRG’s mission is
to conserve natural resources through acquiring and advocat-
ing for open space and by managing and restoring native
ecosystems within the five boroughs. Since its inception in 1984,
NRG has helped acquire more than 1,600 acres of open space,
rehabilitated another 950 acres of forest and wetland, and secured
more than $165 million in grants, natural resources damages
claims, and public works mitigation funds.

Despite an increasing awareness of the importance of natural
areas, they are still threatened by dumping, arson, and off-road
vehicle use. The Forever Wild Program aims to expand aware-
ness, encourage stewardship, and provide site protection to
ensure that these preserves retain their ecological and recre-
ational value.

Plant trees! Take a hike! Volunteer!

There are Forever Wild Nature Preserves in every bor-
ough. Almost every site is accessible by public transit,
and many have trails, nature centers, and public facili-
ties. Go to www.nyc.gov/foreverwild to find trail
maps, driving and public transit directions, and informa-
tion on guided tours and how to get involved. You can
also call 311 and ask for Forever Wild.
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Nature in New York City?!

An ecosystem is a complex of organisms that interact with each other and with the soil, water, and air around them. What
types of ecosystems do we have in New York City?

Native Ecosystems of New York City

Meadows are sunny and open fields of grasses and wildflowers.
Butterflies float over meadows while red-tailed hawks, kestrels,
and barn owls hunt mice and voles. Unless meadows are main-
tained by fire or mowing, shrubs and trees will eventually take
over and transform the area into a woodland.

Why Protect Natural Areas?

This project is funded in part by the NYS Department of State with

funds provided under Title 11 of the Environmental Protection Fund.

1. They contain functioning ecosystems, composed primarily of native
plants and animals.

2. They’re big! Many plants and animals require a large undisturbed
area to survive and reproduce.

3. Two or more preserves may be nearby or connected to each other;
this enables wildlife to move easily between sites and allows plants more
room to disperse seeds and pollen.

4. They have healthy soils. Soil is the foundation of an ecosystem, takes
many years to develop, and is easily disturbed in the urban environment.

5. They are home to rare plants and animals.

Freshwater wetlands filter and clean our ground water, help stop
erosion, absorb rain during heavy storms, and are home to frogs,
salamanders, turtles, and dragonflies. Less than one percent of
New York City’s historical freshwater wetlands remain today.

Reflecting remnants of their original ecosystems,
Forever Wild Nature Preserves are important reservoirs
of plant and animal biodiversity, including numerous
rare, threatened, and endangered species. They provide
a place for hiking, bird watching, dog walking (on
leash), and environmental education. Natural areas also
make a city healthier. Plants filter air and water, prevent
flooding by absorbing storm water, and help keep the
city cooler in the summer and warmer in the winter.
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What Makes These Places Special?

Get Out There!

Strack Pond, Forest Park, Queens

Great Egrets, Marine Park, Brooklyn

Peregrine Falcon, Wall St, Manhattan

All photographs by Michael J. Feller

Parks not designated as Forever Wild
Nature Preserves are still very impor-
tant. Small parks, undeveloped land,
and open spaces (like golf courses and
gardens) that connect and buffer the
Preserves are critical for sustaining
wildlife and plant populations. All
open green spaces, especially in a city,
should be treated with respect.
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