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v
WEDNESDAY, MAY 3d,1876.

Breurar MEETING—10 O’CLOCE A. M.

Present—Commissioner STERBINS, President.
“ . MARTIN.

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned, without
transacting any business, to meet on Friday, the 5th inst., at
4 o’clock P.M.

Wi Irwiy,
Secretary D. P. P,
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FRIDAY, MAY 5th, 1876,

AvjourNED MEETING—4 O'CLOCK P. M.

Before calling the roll the President presented the certificate
of the appointment of Wm. C. Wetmore, Esq., as Commissioner,
in place of ‘Commissioner Williamson, whose term of office

"expired on the first instant.

On motion of Commissioner O’DoNoHU
ordered to be entered in full on the minutes, and then returned
to Commissioner Wetmore. v

, said certificate was

(Copy Appointment.)
OERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT.

Mavor’s OFFICE, }
ity of New York.

I, William H. Wickham, Mayor of theicity of New York, by
virtue of the power conferred by Chapter 335 of the Laws of
1873, being “ An Act to reorganize the logal government of the
city of New York,” and the acts amendatory the: .of, do hereby.
appoint William C. Wetmore to be a member of the Board of
the Department of Public Parks for the term of five years
from May 1st, 1876, in. place of David B. Williamson, whose
term of office-has expired. » .

And in pursuance of said power I do hereby issue this Cer-
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tificate of appointment, and have caused the seal of the
Mayoralty to be affixed hereto this fourth day of May, 1876.

cevenneens ' (Signed) Wu. H, WickHAM,
posEAL Mayor of the City of New York.

..........

The roll was then called and there were :—

Present—Commissioner STEBBINS, President.

s MARTIN.
“ O’DoNoHUE.
“ ‘WETMORE.

By invitation of the Commissioners, David B. Williamson,
Esq., was present during the reading of the minutes of the last
meetings.

The minutes of the previous meetings of April 28th and
May 3d, 1876, were then read and approved, and Mr. William-
son retired.

Election of Officers.
The PRESIDENT stated that the election of officers was now
in order.

Commissioner O’DoNORUE moved that the Board do now
proceed to elect, by ballot, a President for the year ending on
May 1st, 1877.

Adopted.

The PrESIDENT appointed Commissioner O’Donohue teller.

The Board then proceeded to ballot for President, and the
teller announced the result, as follows :

For Commissioner Martin ............. 2 votes.
“ “ Stebbins............ 1 «
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‘There being no election, on motion of Commissioner O’Doxo-
HUE, a second ballot was taken, the result of which the teller
announced, as follows :

For Commissioner Martin ............. 2 votes.
“ “ Stebbins............ 1 o«
“ Blank.......cooiiiiiiiiiiiant 1«

There being still no election, on motion of Commissioner
O’DoxoHUE, a third ballot was taken, the result of which the
teller announced, as follows :

For Commissioner Martin.... . ....... 3 votes.
“ “ Stebbins............ 1«

Commissioner Martin having received the votes of a major-
ity of all the commissioners, was declared duly elected Presi-
dent of the Board.

The President, Commissioner Martin, then took the chair.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that Commissioner O’Donohue
be appointed Treasurer for the year ending May 1st, 1877, which
was adopted, all the Commissioners voting in the affirmative.

The following communications were then presented and

“read :

City Parks Improvement Fund.

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor-
tionment, notifying the Board that the Comptroller had been
authorized to issue “ City Parks Improvement Fund Stock”

to the amount of $25,000.
(Minutes, April 21st, 1876, p. 770.)

Filed.

) Jerome Avenue,

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards re-
questing directions as to whether Jerome Avenue is to be
sprinkled this summer.

Laid on the table.
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Lighting the Parks, &c.

From the following gas companies, viz. :

The New York Gas Light Co., The Metropolitan Gas Light
Co., and the Harlem Gas Light Co., in reply to the notifica-

‘tion that their proposals had been rejected on the ground that
- the prices charged were too high. None of said companies offer

to reduce the prices which they proposed.
(Minutes, April 28th, 1876, p. 775.)
Filed.
The PrESIDENT then moved that the resolution adopted on
the 21st April, 1876, rejecting all the proposals received for
lighting the public lamps in the parks, &ec., be reconsidered,

so far as it relates to the proposals of the following companies,’

viz. : The New York Gas Light Co., The Metropolitan Gas
Light Co., and the Harlem Gas Light Co.
‘ (Minutes, April 21st, 1876, p. 771.)
Adopted.
The PrESIDENT then offered the following resolution :
Resolved, That the proposals (Nos. 1, 3 and 4) of the New

York Gas Light Co., the Metropolitan Gas Light Co., and the
Harlem Gas Light Co., to light the public lamps in the parks,

squares, places and bridges under control of this Department,

with gas, from May 1st to December 31st, 1876, both days in-
clusive, be accepted as the lowest bids for the several portions
of the city mentioned in their several proposals ; that the con-
tracts be awarded to them therefor at the prices proposed, ex-
cept that the price to be charged by the New York Gas Light
Co. for gas, &e., for each lamp for eight months shall be $14,
and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute
the contracts for and on behalf of this Department.

(Minutes, April 20th, 1876, p. 757.)

The PrESENT put the question whether the Board would
agreeto said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4. :

o
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Treasurer’s Report.
The PRESIDENT then presented the following report of the late
Treasurer, which was ordered to be printed in the minutes :

Departmenl of Public Parks, in account with

David B, Williamson, Treasurer.

187%6. OR.
April 19, Bybalance...........ooiiiiiiiiiainn, $1,719 26
April 19
to “ cash received for rents, licenses and
May 38 sundries. ............ Ceeieiaieeee 176 02
—— $1,895 28
1876. DE.
April 19
to By cash paid into City Treasury......... $186 02
May 3.
May 3. “ balance in Bank of Metropolis....... 1,709 26
: — $1,895 28
(Signed) Davip B. WiLLIAMSON,

) Treasurer, D, P. P.
Wednesday, May 3, 1876—9:30 a. .

Maintenance of the Parks.
The PresmENT stated that the Superintendent of Parks re-
‘ported that at the present season, for a period of four weeks, he
required about twenty-five additional laborers on the mainte-
nance of the parks, and that he can transfer that number of men
from construction works to maintenance for the present.
Commissioner O'DoNOHUE then offered the following resolu-
tion :
Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be authorized to
transfer twenty-five laborers from construction works to the
maintenance of parks and places for a period of one month

from this date, and that durin§ said month he be not re-
stricted to the sum of $4,500 fortnightly for the wages of

laborers employed on the maintenance of parks and places.

(Minutes, April 8, 1876, p. 742.)

' Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following preamble and
resolution as a substitute for said resolution :
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Whereas, The Superintendent of Parks reports that he can
dispense with the services of twenty-five laborers now em-
ployed on the works of construection for the period of one
month,

Resolved, That the force now employed on said works be
reduced by discharging that number of laborers.

The PrestpENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said substitute, preamble and resolution offered by
Commissioner Stebbins, and it was determined in the negative,
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Aye—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Noes—Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore—3.

The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board
would agree to said original resolution, and it was determined
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board
voting in favor thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Committees.
The PRESIDENT then appointed the following as the Standing
Committees for the year ending May 1st, 1877 :
Fxecutive Commitice—
Commissioner O’DONOHUE,
« ‘WETMORE.
Auditing Committee—
Commissioner O’DONOHUE,
“ STEBBINS.

On motion of the PrRESIDENT the Board adjourned at 5 o’clock
P. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 10th inst., at 2.30 o’clock p. .
Wu. InwiN,
Secretary, D. P, P.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 10th, 1876,

9.30 0'CLOCK A. M,

Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening proposals for
the following named work and supplies, viz. :

I.—Paving such portions of the walks and foo{paths of the

City Hall Park as the Department shall direct.
(Minutes, February 2, 1876, p. 571.)

II.—Lighting the public lamps in the parks, squares and
places under the control of the Department in the district
hounded on the north by Thirty-fourth Street, and on the south
by Grand, Sullivan and Canal Streets, with gas or other illu-

- minating material, from May 10th, 1876, to December 31st, -

1876, both days inclusive.
{Minutes, April 28th, 1876, p. 775.)

Present—Commissioner STEBBINS.
“ O’DoNOHUE.
« WETKORE.
The Comptroller of the City.

Or motion of Commissioner O’DonNorUE, Commissioner
Stebbins occupied the chair. :
The following proposals were received and publicly opened :

I.—Pavine THE WaLgs, &c.,, v Ciry Haiu Parx,

1. Frederick W. Lawrence.............. 23 cents per square foot,
2. Palmer Sessions..................... 22 « “ “
8. Charles Schillinger. .. geserennaenauns 25 « “ “
4. Charles H. Koster.........c.cenneeen 26 “ .« <

5. Herman A. Gunther................. 20 ¢ « “
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IT.—LieariNé THE PusLic Lawmps, &o.

g ' =
g 2. 1% |2 |8 |&8 |8
e g | g 2 =4 £ i
s [5508 058 |hs
NAME oF COMPANY MAEING PROPOSAL. . 185 5. 1238 83 | § g
8 £ He | OF |28 (A8 | -4 | B
x Bl a% |29 a8 a8
i5 | 5% |98 |58 |88 | €2 |88
o} = =] ] H = H
No. 1, New York Mutunal Gas-Light Co......{ $18 75 |$1 50 [$1 50 I$3 50 183 50 |$10 00{$10 €0
No. 2, Manhattan Gas-Light Co.....covvoon0 .l 1200 150 150 | 3 50 [ 3 00 1000| 1000

The illuminating material proposed to be used by both of
the above named companies is gas.

The New York Mutual Gas Light Company proposed to light
the public lamps in the following public parks and places,
namely : “ Cooper Institute Park, Jackson Square, Tompkins
Square, Washington Square, Washington Monument, Union
Square, Madison Square, Worth Monument, and the Candel-
abra situated at the intersection of Twenty-third Street and
Twenty-fourth Street with Broadway.”

The Manhattan Gas Light Company proposed to light the
public lamps in the public parks and places within that portion
of the city of New York bounded as follows : “ On the north
by Thirty-fourth Street; on the south by Grand, Sullivan and
Canal Streets ; on the east by the East River ; on the west by
the Hudson River.”

Wu. IRWIN,
Secretary, D. P. P,
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 10th, 1876.

ApJjourNED MEETING—2.30 0’CLOCK P. M.

Present—Commissioner MarTIN, President.

“ STEBBINS.
“ O’DoNOHUE.
“ ‘WETMORE.

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 5th inst. and
this A. M. were read and approved.

The following communications were presented and read :

. Tompkins Square.
From the Clerk of the Board of Aldermen, forwarding a report
~ of the Committee on Law Department of said Bdard, in rela-
tion to the present condition of Tompkins Square, as set forth
in a memorial of the taxpayers of the Tenth, Eleventh and
Seventeenth Wards, in which it is recommended that this De-
partment be requested to take immediate measures to remedy
the present condition of the square, and which report was
adopted by said Board.

(Minutes, April 19, 1876, p. 748.)

~ The PrESIDENT stated that he had replied.to said communi-
cation, stating that the Department had already recommenced
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work on a portion of said square, and that proposals for other
portions of the work were at present advertised for, and moved
that his action be approved.

Adopted.

Lincoln Monument Railing.

From the Clerk of the Board of Aldermen, forwarding a
copy of a resolution of said Board, asking this Department to
report whether the railing round the Lincoln Monument would

be completed before Decoration Day, the 30th inst.
(Minutes, March 6, 1875, p. 564.)

The PrESIDENT said that Commissioner Stebbins, the late
President, had replied to said resolution that the work was all
ready for completion, except the placing in position of four small
granite columns, which the contractor had ordered from Scot-
land, and it was hoped they would arrive in time to enable
the railing to be finished by the day named, and moved that
said action be approved.

- Adopted.

East River Park,

From the Landscape Architect, reporting upon the work ad-
visable to be done upon the East River Park, in order to carry
out the improvements mentioned in his former report on the
same subject.

(Minutes, April 28, 1876, p. 7176.)

Received and laid on the table.

Museum of Natural History.

From the Superintending Architect, stating that Mr. John
Mahoney, the contractor for the plastering of the Museum of
Natural History building, has not yet commenced work,
although his contract was executed on the 1st of March last, and
that the other contractors are unable to proceed with the work

in consequence of his delay.
~ (Minutes, January 18; 1876, p. 533.)
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Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following preambles and
resolutions : : C

Whereas, John Mahoney, the contractor for the plastering of
the Museum of Natural History building on that portion of
Central Park known as Manhattan Square, under a contract
with this Department, dated the 1st day of March, 1876, has
failed to comply with the provisions of said contract, in not
procuring and providing on the ground the requisite materials
and in not carrying forward the work. o

And whereas, All other work on said building is interfered
with, obstructed and delayed by the said failure of the said
qu ohn Mahoney, so that the public interests are suffering there-

rom. S
Resolved, That the provisions of said contract be rigidly en-
forced against said contractor; that time be made of the
essence of the contract ; that the said contractor be, and hereby
is, required forthwith to proceed with said work and to procure
and provide all requisite materials therefor.

Resolved, That if the said confractor neglects to so proceed,
procure and provide said materials for three days after ser-
vice of a copy of these preambles and resolutions upon him,
that said work be declared abandoned, and that the Depart-
ment shall proceed to have said work completed as in such case
is provided by law. . :

Resolved, That notice of this action by the Department be
given to the saidjcontractor and his sureties by service of a
copy of these preambles and resolutions on each of them.

The PrEsipENT put the question whether the Board unld
agree to said preambles and resolutions, and it was determined
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board
voting in favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4. ' '

: Museum of Art,

From the Superintending Architect, stating that when the
work of blasting out the rock in the basement of the Museum
of Art begins under the contract awarded to Messrs. D. C.
Weeks & Son, that it will be necessary to have a competent

person placed to watch and inspect the work constantly.
" (Minutes, April 19, 1876, p. 758.)
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Commissioner O’DoNorUE moved that the Superintendent of
Parks be, and hereby is, authorized to employ Lawrence Rock
as an inspector on said work when it commences, and that his
pay be fixed at $3.50 per day.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
-agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority'of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

J. W. Maelay.

From Mr. J. W. Maclay, resigning his position as Principal
agsistant to the Civil and Topographical Engineer.
(Minutes, February 18, 1876, p. 644.)
Accepted.

Safe,

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, stating
that a safe, which was the property of the late town of Mor-
risania, is at present at Police Precinct No. 33, in charge of
Captain Hedden.

The PrESIDENT moved that the Commissioners of the Police
Department be requested to direct that said safe be delivered

to this Department.
Adopted.

Drains from ’Houses on 134th Street.

From Mr. Geo. C. Goeller, agent for Mr. James Reid, the
owner of six houses on 134th Street, between Alexander and
Willis Avenues, asking permission to lay a box drain from the
sub-cellars of each of said houses to the northeast corner of
Alexander Avenue and 134th Street.

Commissioner O’DoNoBUE moved that permission be granted
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as requested, on the condition that said work be done without
cost or expense to this Department.
Adopted.
: . East River Park,
From Mr. Thomas Rutter and a number of the residents and
owners of property, requesting that the Department take im-
mediate steps to have the East River Park laid out. ‘
Filed - (Mlnu}i:gs, May 10th, 18476, p. 12.) .
: Sprinkling of Jerome Avenue.
From Mer E. Smith, enclosing a petition numerously
signed by citizens, requesting that Jerome Avenue be sprinkled.
(Minutes, May 5, 1876, p. 5.)
Referred to the President to report.

Filling for Manhattan Square.

From Mr. P. F. Magnin, offering to deliver filling on Man-
hattan Square at 833c. per cubic yard.

(Minutes, Mareh 29, 1876, p. 707.)

Laid on the table.

' Formosa Tree Fern.

From Mr. A. P. Morewood, offering to donate a specimen of
the Formosa Tree Fern. :

The PRESIDENT moved that the Secretary be directed to
notify Mr. Morewood that said Tree Fern would be accepted
with thanks.

Adopted.

Music.

From Mr, Harvey B. Dodworth, and also from Mr. C. S.

Grafulla, in relation to the employment of their bands on the
Central Park during the summer months.

Commissioner STEBBINS, moved that the subject be referred

to the President to make an arrangement with Messrs. Dod-

worth and Grafulla similar to that which was made last year.
(Minutes, June 16, 1875, p.95.)
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The PresivENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in' the affirm-
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohus, Wet-
more—4.,

Audit.
Commissioner O’DoNoHUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com-
mittee, presented the following three reports :

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same
to the Board for approval :

Byrne, J. E., hay..... e vereeiraanees Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P....... $156 32
Caldwell, Weston & Co.,coal,euve..... Maint, and Govmt.
P.and P....... 13 50
Christern, F. W., subs. to Zool. Garten, City Parks Impt. '
Fund......... 8 86
Commercial Advt. Asscn., advertising...Museum of Art... 3 20
' City Parks Impt.
Fund.......... 2 80
Maint, and Govmt,

P.andP....... 8 60
9 60

Donaldson, Thos., gas fixtures,........ Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P, 1875. 4 30
Edwards, Chas. A., rubber hose........ Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P....... 25 00
Gold & Stock Telg. Co., rent of line. . . .Maint. and Govmt.
ParksandP,... $15 62
City Parks Impt.

Fund.......... 46 88
62 50

Keuffiel & Eséer, drawing matls,, ete...City Parks Impt.

Maint, and Govmt.

P, andP....... 8 80
Surveying, laying

out 23d and 24th

Wards, etc..... 14 16 )
L e———— 29 92
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Manhattan Gas Light Co,, gas-meter. . . .Maint. and Govmt,
) S ) P.andP.......
Mallory & Co., axes and rakes......... Maint. and Govmt.
' P.and Pi...., $12 25
City Parks Impt,
Fund.......... 12 00

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., gas-

meter....ovveieit cianennas e Maint. and Govmt.

» P.andP........

Roosevelt, Saml., & Co., files and knives.Maint. and Govmt,

) , P.and P........

Raynolds, C. T,, & Co., paints, &c......Maint. and Govmt,
P.and P....... $11 50

HarlemR.B. Reps.,
Impt. and M.... 42 40

Van Riper, Chas,, sundries............ Maint. 28d and
24th Wards,, ...

RECAPITULATION.

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places........ $355 06

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 1875... 4 30
City Parks Improvement Fund........ ........ vaeeans . 77 19
Maintenance, etc;, 23d and 24th Wards..eeeeeviennsnneas 101 28
Harlem River Bridges—Repairs, Improvement and Main-
ODANCE. ... aeeeaanensrns eereean veetassenstaans 42 40
Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc...... 14 16
Museum of Arb. . cievuinriiiiinieniniotonoaansanss 3 20

$8¢ 50

24 25

795

21 42

658 90

101 23

$597 54

$597. 54

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of five hundred and ninety-séven

dollars and fifty-four cents,

. Joserr J. (’DononvuE,
New York, April 29th, 1876.

(Signed) - Davip B. Wiruamsow, | Audiling
Commitiee,
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same

to the Board for approval:

Barron, Jas. 8., &.Co., brooms. . . ... ....Maint, and Govmt.

Downer Kerosene Oil- Co,, kerosene.City Parks Impt.

Dudgeon, Richard, tube expander,. .,

Dugan, Francis, repairs to cottage. . . ....,

Hilton, E, G., Empire couplings. . . .....
Johnston, J. 0., pennants, ............
Lefferts, Jr., Marshal, wire and iron. . . .
Mallory & Co:, paints, etc..-. .‘ P
Ogden & Wallace, round iron

Verplanck Bros,, harness, etc.... .. .. ..

Weeks, D. C.,, & Son, labor and matls, Museum Natural

$12,453

P.and P....... $24 00
City Parks Impt.
Fund............ 176 50
Fund........... $1 89
Harlem R. B.
Reps., Impt. & M. 1 68
Maint, and Govmt.
P.andP....... 6 30
9 87
.City Parks Tmpt.
Fund.......... 21 25
Maint, and Govmt.
P.and P....... 62 62
Maint, and Govmt.
P.and P........ 20 25
.Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P........ 12 60
..Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P....... 58 13
. .Maint. and Govmt,
P.and P.... ..., 21 95
.Maint, and Govt.
P.andP....... 8 25
..Maint. and Govt.
PoandP....... - $18 25
Maint. 23d and
24th Wards. .. 14 00
———— 32 25
History. ....... 12,000 00

47
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RECAPITULATION.
Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. .......
City Parks Improvement Fund..........co0vveieunnen..
Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Main-
BENANCE. . o vv et ittt it e e
Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards. .. ....vvevevevenrennnn
Museum of Natural History.......coooveivecianeiinan..

$238 15
199 64

168
14 00

12,000 00

— $12,488 47

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twelve thousand four hundred and

fifty-three dollars and forty-seven cents.

(Signed) Davip B. WiLLiamson, o
JoserH J. O’DoNOHUE, Auditing

H. G. StesBINg,
New York, May 1st, 1876.

Commitiee.

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same

to the Board for approval :

Bigelow Blue Stone Co., blue stone. .. .City Parks Impt.
Fund...........
Croes, J. Jas. R., petty expenses........Surveying, laying
out, etc., 23d and
24th Wards, etc.
Douglas, W. P., rent of Museum of Art..Maint. and Govmt,

PoandP.......

Fischer, Geo., & Bro., labor and ma-
terials. ..o viiin i i eenen City Parks Impt.
Fund.........

Gordon, Robt., Actg. Treas., expenses
Mus. of Art...covviieniinennsn Maint. and Govmé,
‘ P, and P...... .
Irwin, Wm,, petty expenses............Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P.......

City Parks Impt.
Maint., ete., 23d
and 24th Wards

$35 75
48 84
2,000 00
2,150 00
452 25
$10 66
31 44
8 63
— 50 473
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King, Jos., keep of horse, April.........Surveying, laying
out, ete, 23d
and 24th Wards $30 00
Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas meter.. ... Maint, and Govmt.
P.and P....... 67 00
New York Mutnal Gas Light Company,
05 (1T N Maint. and Govmt,
Poand P....... $312 50
City Parks Impt.
Fund......... 937 50
—— $1,250 00
New York Mutual Gas Light Company,
gasmeter..................... Maint and Govmt,
) P.oand P....... 6 75
Wilson, Saunder, Laws 1876...........City Parks Impt.
Fund ......... 50 00
$6,141 32
RECAPITULATION.
Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places......... £2,849 16
City Parks Improvement Fund...........cocvueieni e 3,204 69
Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc.... ... 78 84
Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards,...... .......... 8 63
——— $6,141 32

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of sixty-one hundred and forty-one dollars
and thirty-two cents,

Auditing

H. G. STEBBINS, Commniittee

(Signed)  Josern J. O’DoNonuE,
W. R, Marmiv,

New York, May 9th, 1876,

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the
above mentioned purchases,and that the Secretary be directed
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment.

The PrRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Dohohue—3.

Commissioner Wetmore was, by consent, excused from vot-
ing.




May 10, 1876.] 21

Boats on Harlem River.

Commissioner O’DoNonuE, Chairman of the Executive Com-
mittee, to which committee was referred the application of Mr.
Cornelius J. Kane to place boats on Harlem Meer, verbally
reported and recommended that a license be granted to Mr.

Kane for that purpose.
(Minutes, April 19, 1876, p. 752.)

The PrESIDENT moved that said report be received and
adopted, and that the subject of the terms of said license, and
of all other licenses on the parks, be taken up at the next meet-

ing of the Board.
(Minutes, February 2, 1876, p. 592.)

Adopted.

Engineer and Surveyor of Street Openings, &ec.
The PresipENT stated that the Engineer and Surveyor of
Street Openings and Improvements required the assistance of
four extra draughtsmen, temporarily, to enable him to complete
the maps of approaches to the suspension bridge for the
Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, and moved that
he be aunthorized to employ four draughtsmen, temporarily, for
that purpose, at a compensation not exceeding $5 per day each.
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :
Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4. ‘

Advertisements in Corporation Papers.

The PresDENT offered the following resolution :

Besolved, That hereafter, and until further order, on the in-
sertion in the City Record of each advertisement ordered to be
published, the Secretary shall request the Supervisor of the
City Record to insert in the corporation newspapers a short
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abstract thereof, in accordance with Sec. 111, Chap. 335, Laws
of 1873.

(Minutes, April 30, 1876, p. 695.)
Adopted.

Works of the Department.

The PrESIDENT then presented and read the following report
upon the various works under the control of the Department,
which was ordered to be received, printed in the minutes and
laid over.

DepARTMENT oF PUBLIC PARKS,}
New York, 10th May, 1876.
To the Board :

At the commencement of a new official year, it is proper
that a general survey of the operations of the Department
should be submitted to the Board.

These are included in three general divisions.

I.—The maintenance of the Parks under our charge.

IT.—The construction work in fitting these Parks for the
public use.

ITL.—The Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards and Har-
lem River.

L—The maintenance includes three general grounds :

Flirst.—The clerical and engineering force. The expenditures
here are for salaries.

It is the proportion of the general expenditures of the De-
partment which conveys the funds to their proper object, viz.,
the maintenance of the Parks in good condition, and the rule
of administration is the simple one of the greatest efficiency
with the lowest expenditure. It is clear that this expenditure
can be diminished and the efficiency increased.

Secondly.—The police.

The object of this expenditure is to protect persons and pro-
perty, preserve order and add to the enjoyment of visitors.

This expenditure should be reduced to as low a sum as is
practicable ; the greater the reduction the larger will be fhe
amount left applicable to the maintenance of the Parks.

It is to be accomplished by thorough vigilance and diseipline,
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and by men of athletic vigor and ability. By this means the
same result will be accomplished with fewer men.

Thirdly.—The money expended on the improvement of the
Parks and keeping them in order, so as to prevent deterioration
and contribute to the public enjoyment.

The notable items of this expenditure are the following :

The plantations. of trees and shrubs,
The care of walks, roads'and buildings.
The grass and turf.

The greenhouse and flowers.

The ice and skating.

The amount expended on these objects is, and must be for
this year, much less than heretofore.

The comparison with previous years is as follows :

Expended. Appropriated
1873. 1874. 18175. 1876.
Salaries. .. .oooiiiiiiiiiiee] cenennn. $93,347 $177,060 $55,000
Police. ....covvvviiiiinina, $89,659 97,369 96,019 110,000
General Maintenance, ........ 298,527 318,864 250,483 157,500

Of this sum of $157,500, applicable to general maintenance
for 1876, under the appropriation of the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment, there remains unexpended and unappropriated
on lst May, 1876, about the sum of $92,600. This leaves an
average per month for the remainder of the year after deduct-
ing for gas (which may be estimated.at $14,000) available for
labor and materials, $9,825.
= Reference is made to the reports made at the meetings, 18th

January, 1876, p. 543, and 8th April, 1876, p. 740, where the
details of these statistics appear.

Obviously the amount left at our disposal for the important
object of keeping the parks in order will require of us the most
rigid econo.ny and closest adaptation of means to results;
some matters of admitted importance must be neglected, and
others reduced to the lowest verge.

The following table of expenditures compared with appro-
priation, for this year, divided in the same proportion, will
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show the exten$ to which this enforced reduction must be car-
ried, and be a guide in making the reduction :

App'n for 1876, Dis-

~. [tributed in propor-

CuxTrAL PARK, 1874. 1875 \ion to Expenditures

in 1875.
Roads...ionevinniiee ceviinunnnn $48,900 $40,160 $28,745
Walks. oo eeeninieenrcnneennnn 39,700 20,123 11,948
Plants, &e..oovvevii i, 23,400 19,474 11,539
TUrf, dCee e s vr s e e e 94,000 92,090 13,014
Water system............... ... 2,900 2,290 1,359
Skating expenses........... ..... 8,2001 14,364 8,629
Trans, roads............cco0vn.. .. 600, 424 252
Tools, &c..oovvevnein i, 2,300 2,892 1,718
Buildings, &c......... .ot 22,600 16,977 10,074
Lighting........ ..ooveeiiaL... 2,700 " 8,496 2,078
Miscellaneous, ,....ovvvinnn .., 11,260 17,865 10,616
Stables .......... e e e 14,400 14,984 8,897
Animals,.....eeoooiiinn oL, 18,800 18,400, 10,924
Masonry...oovvviienuenennn .. 1,140 D
Ciry Parks,

Care and repairs................. 49,180 48,984 26,015
Lighting. .o en oo eeeenees ceennns 26,400 22,012 13,059
Mus. Obs, and Gal. of Avt......... 14,884 6,286 3,738

The other appropriations byr the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment for 1876 are as follows :

Harlem River Bridges. . ...........o.vviiiiiiiennann $40,000
Musie, Central Park. ... . ..o ool ool 5,000
Independence Day, Celebration........................ 7,600
23d and 24th Wards, Maintenance. . ..........covievns. 40,000
Bronx River Bridges...........coiiiiiunininiinnnnn. 15,000

Surveying, Laying out 23d and 24th Wards and North
End .. oo e i, 25,000
City Hall Park, Pavement ........... e 10,000
$142,500

‘Which makes the total of appropriations by the Board of
Estimate and Apportionment for 1876, $495,000.

That Board has power to transfer any surplus of these ap-
propriations to the general maintenance by which the amount
applicable thereto may be increased.

t is possible that $30,000 to $40,000 may be saved on these
appropriations, and added to general maintenance.

Except the items for tools, lighting, stables, the zoological
collections and music, the maintenance expenditures are
mainly for the laborers’ wages, and the materials for road-
making, buildings, &c. ; so that the number of men employed
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is a fair gauge of the rate of expense. The expense is to be
regulated at that point, with a consideration of the different
seasons, some when the necessity of prosecuting the work is
imperative, and others when it can be partially suspended, and
at this point the rate of wages paid to the laborers becomes a
very important consideration.

should be mentioned.

One of the objects for which we have a special appropriation

The pavement of the sidewalks in and

around the City Hall Park has been advertised and bids
*received.

1.
2.
3.

II.—TueE CoONSTRUCTION WORE.
This work includes three general classes :—

First.—The Central Park.
Second.—The smaller down-town parks.
Third.—The new up-town parks.

FirsT—THE CENTRAL PARE.

The work here remaining unfinished is—

187—WORKS IN PROGRESS, AS FOLLOWS, WITH ESTIMATES :

The boat-house.......ovvvevvinnienns.. P e $12,000
Southeast walksystem . ,............ciiviuen o, 500
Paths at North Hast.............ocoiiiiiiinian... 300

$12,800

2D—WORKS PLANNED BUT IN WHICH LITTLE OR NO PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE.

14.

15.
16.
117.
18.

. Planting Eighth and Fifth Avenue borders.......... . $5,000
. Enlargement of walks and protection of turf.......... 5,000
. Museum of Art approaches.................. ..... 1,000
. Architectural repairs to bridges, buildings, &e........ 30,000
. Eighth' Avenue slopes and transverse road No. 2...... 5,000
. Additional plantation..............cieiiiiiiiun.. 5,000
. Vault for records in Arsenal building................ 2,500
. Extension of buildings for Zoological collections. . . ... 10,000
. Entrance to Fifth Avenue and 102d Street....... 5,000

. Temporary fence for enclosing gates for protectin.g' ‘the

Parkproperty......coooiiiiiiel ciiiiiiiiii e 5,000

SECOND—THEE SMALLER DowN-TOWN PARKS.

Tompkins Square, to complete it as a combined Park

and Military Parade ground..................ee. $20,000
Fountain in Madison Square.............c.ccovivenenn 2,000
Lincoln monument and lamps at Union Square....... 4,000
Five Points Park, trees, seats, &c..oovevnn.... enens 1,600
Planting. . .ovviniiinniieiniiiiiiana 2,000

$73,500

29,500
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Tuirp—TrE NEw Up-TOwN PARES.

19. Manhattan Square filling for approaches to Museum....  $12,000
20. Triangles on the Boulevard at Sixty-third and Sixty-
sixth Streets—grading and planting........... .. 3,500

21. East River Park, between Eighty-fifth and Eighty-sixth
Streets, restoring it to a natural condition, with re-

pairs to bu1ld1ng 10,000
22, Riverside Park. . .. 30,000
23, Morningside Park se \\Cl o 5,000
——— 80,500
$176,300
To this must be added for contingencies, engineers, &e. .. .......... 25,000
“'%201 300

On the 1st May, 1876, the residue of money, unappropriated
for construction work was........... ... . ... $262,116 64

It appears from this that there is now enough to complete
. unfinished work, to advance a little that which has been
planned and started in the Central Park, to complete the down-
town parks, and to do rough work upon the up-town parks to
open them to the public use and enjoyment.

The work on the Central Park is proper because it is the
park which is common to the enjoyment of all the citizens of
every district of the city; that on the down-town parks, because
there is a like local interest in each, and they supply the same
enjoyment to the local population who cannot reach the Cen-
tral Park.

The new up-town parks have been purchased at large cost
for the city ; they are sites of great natural beauty, and are
accessible. They can at a veryslight expense be opened to the
public, so that they can have the advantage of their use and
the advantage of their wild natural beanty and extended river
prospect. Riverside Park can be made ab once an attractive
place for the pic-nics, for croquet and ball playing and for cel-
ebrations which have to be exgluded from the Central Park,
and it will prove to be a much more acceptable place for all
such purposes.

A special report on the subject of these parks, and Morning-
side and Riverside and the East River Park, is in preparatlon
and will be submitted to the Board.

I11.—The 23d and 24th Wards include the following work.

First.—The maintenance of the roads.

Second.—The maintenance and repans of Harlem River
Bridges.

Third.—The maintenance and repairs of Bronx River Bridges.
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Fourth.—The surveying and laying out the district.
Fifth—~The construction of new bridges.
Stath.~The street improvement work.

First.—The maintenance of the roads.

For this work, the appropriation this year is $40,000, which
is $10,000 less than for 1875. Thescheme of the year has been
prepared in a report made at the meeting of the Board on the
2d February, 1876. It includes an apportionment of the sum
between the five road districts. In 1875 the salaries paid to
engineers and foremen was nearly $6,000. This is too large a
proportion of the whole appropriation, and should be reduced,
and the work more efficiently carried on.

Secondly.—The Harlem River Bridges.

These are the iron bridge at Third Avenue and the Central
bridge at Eighth Avenue. ,

The first is in good order except the draw. An examination
has been ordered to see if the hydraulic power can be made
sufficient to move the draw with the requisite rapidity. If not
it will be necessary to provide a steam engine.

The Central Bridge at Eighth Avenue is made of wood.
During the past year it has been put in as complete order as
its structure admitted, and serves its purpose without need of
further expense.

The sum of $40,000 was appropriated for these bridges.
Unless the steam engine is found necessary for the the Third
Avenue bridge, but a small portion of this sum will be required.

Thirdly.—The Bronxz River Bridges.

These bridges are seven in number and cross the Bronx,
which is the easterly boundary of this city. By law one half of
the expense of maintaining them is to be met by this city, and
the other half by Westchester County. .

These are wooden bridges, and they are in poor condition.
They should be reconstructed of iron. An estimate was made
of the expense on 25th August, 1875, as follows :

Draw-bridge, Westchester Road............. $12,000
Samuel street and Flour Mill bridge.......... 8,500
Bleach bridge.................ccioiiii, 9,250
Pelham’s bridge.......ccovvuiiiiiiiinannn 9,250
Williams bridge.....o.vvvveirinienininians 10,000

Woodlawn bridge......... ceaten ceteraereaas 9,000
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The Board of Estimate and Apportionment was request-
ed to appropriate for this purpose one-half of this sam, viz.:
$28,000. They appropriated only $15,000.

If after keeping these bridges in repair for travel there is any
surplus, it should be applied, with the concurrence of the au-
thorities of Westchester county, to the construction of one or
more iron bridges.

Fourthly—Surveying and laying out the district.

This is the most important work in this region, and it de-
mands immediate attention. The surveys, field and topograph-
ical work have been completed and the design or plan of the
roads remains to be determined. The plans which had been -
made prior to the winter of 1875 were not approved by the
Board, and other plans under the direction of Mr. Olmsted,
after long delay, were authorized on November 5th, 1875.
These have been studied out for the section north of the Harlem
River, between the Tibbet’s Brook Valley and the Hudson River,
and will at an early day be made the subject of a special re-
port for the consideration of the Board.

The points considered in preparing them are:
1. Drainage.

2. Connection with the city.

3. Lines of rapid transit.

4. Adaptation to an ultimate villa occupation.
5. Economy of construction.

In these respects they will be superior to the rejected plans.

The main ground for disapproval of the former plans was
the excessive cost of constructing the roads. It was estimated
at $8,000 per acre of the land left, which was unnecessary and
ruinous to property. It was acontinuance of the system which
had imposed so extravagant a plan upon the island below the
Harlem river, under which the sum required to prepare the
land for occupation was as much as it would cost to cover it
with houses for an average class and density of occupation.
This has proved very disastrous and has impeded the settle-
ment of the island, driven population to Long Island and New
Jersey, and has depressed the whole of the property from
which three-fourths of the taxation is raised.

It is clear to every one that an average of $8,000 per acre on
the annexed district would cover it with houses as well and as
thickly as it is likely to be settled. 1t is injudicious to extend

“over this district a system which would require such an expen-
diture to fit it for settlement and the erection of houses.

This work demands our attention and should be completed
this year if practicable. S
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The sums expénded on it have been :

1874, .o $56,201 49
875, .. eieatieeaas 33,518 89
" Appropriated for 1876.............. 25,000 00

The sum appropriated for this year is insufficient, when
the real work is to be done, and application must be made to
increase it from the surplus of some other fund.

R'Fiﬂhly.«-—The construction of new bridgés over the Harlem
iver.

The general scope of the improvements of the Harlem River
comprises its opening for navigation. This will take time, and
will cost money. The clearing of the channel will be the work
of the U. 8. Government. Ultimately it will be worth what
it will cost, for the business of a great population which may
be gathered there. The question now is to attract this popula-
- tion so. that it will be worth while to undertake the expense
of ‘the improvement. Proper measures for it are the constrac-
tion of other bridges over the river,so as to facilitate the set-
tlement of the region. Two bridges have been located, one
from Madison Avenue to 138th Street, the other a suspension
bridge at 181st Street. The plans of these have been partially
prepared. The appropriation for them was made by the
Board of Estimate and Apportionment on the 29th March,
1876. Soundings will now be made to determine the con-
struction of the piers and then the plans and specifications
of the bridges can be completed and submitted to the.Board
for their action, and the construction can be commenced.

Siathly—The street improvement work.

This includes sewering and open drainage, street paving,
&c. It is done by contract and in compliance with the :
ordinances of the Common Council. We have organized a
bureau and appointed a surveyor and engineer of street open-
ings and improvements, and we appoint one surveyor in all of
this work. This results in great economy, for all our surveys
are availed of for the work, and great expense is saved in the
assessments. The same officer acts as surveyor in all street
opening cases, and furnishes to the commissioners, from our
maps, the maps that they need for their work in awarding
damages and making assessments. This is also a great saving
of expense in the cost of these surveys to the commissioners
and to thg property owners.

IV.—There are several minor matters of administration where
beneficial changes can be made. o

The license system has heretofore been based on fees paid
into the city Sinking Fund, and which are not of any benefit
to this Department.
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The proper changes in this respect are indicated in the
report made on that subjeet on the 2d day of February, 1876
(page 592). They will result in. having the benefit of these
license fees go to the people who visit the park, in the form
of enlarged and better accommodations, with better service at
moderate rates of payment.

The annual reports have not been published for more than
four years. It is very important that they should be issued.
They are in press, and will soon be ready. Hereafter none
will be issued except they are bound. Books and reports un-
bound are very rarely preserved.

It will be important for the successful administration of the
Department that its offices should be brought together. They
are now in three separate places. The principal office in
Union Square, the office in the Arsenal, and. the Engineer’s
office at Mount St. Vincent. .This renders consultation diffi-
cult. The business is not done under the direct supervision of
the Board, and no advantage results from the separation. A
change by which the Engineer’s office can be brought to the
Museum, so that a visit to one point in the Park will bring
into view all the operations there, will be very advantageous.

Quarterly Report.

The PRESIDENT then presented the quarterly report to his
Honor the Mayor, for the three months ending on March 31st,
1876.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said report be referred
to the President to sign and transmit to his Honor the Mayor.

(Minutes, March 1st, 1876, p. 653.)

Adopted.
Paving City Hall Park.

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the proposal (No. 5) of Mr. Herman A. Gun-
ther for paving the walks and footpaths of the City Hall Park,
be accepted as the lowest bid, that the contract be awarded to
said Herman A. Gunther, and that the President be, and here-
by is, authorized to execute same for and on behalf of this De-
partment.

) (Minutes, May 10th, 1876, p. 9.)

The PResIDENT put the question whether the Board would
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agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : '

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Lighting the Public Lamps, &e.
Commissioner O’DoNonaUE offered the following resolution :
; g

Resolved, That the proposal (No. 2) of the Manhattan Gas
Light Company to light the public lamps in the parks, squares
and places under the control of this Department, situated
between 34th Street ‘'and Grand, Sullivan and Canal Streets,
with gas, from May 10th to December 31st, 1876, both days
inclusive, be accepted as the lowest bid, that the contract be -
awarded to said company, and that the President be, and here-
by is, authorized to execute same for and on behalf of this De-

partment.
(Minutes, May 10th, 1876, p. 10.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4,

On motion of Commissioner WETMORE, the Board adjourned
at 4.30 o'clock p, M.

Wi, Irwin,
Secretary D. P. P, .
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 17th, 1876.

9.30 0’CLOCK A. M.

Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening proposals for
the following works and supplies, viz. : ’

L—For the removal, remodeling and construction of cases,
erection of an iron staircase, furnishing marble top wash-basins

and plumbing for the Museum of Natural History building.
. (Minutes, March 30th, 1876, p. 715.)

IL.—Grading and setting curb in Tompkins Square.
(Minutes, March 18th, 1876, p. 692.)

ITL—Delivery of screened gravel and broken stone upon the

roads, &c., in the 23d and 24th Wards.
(Minutes, April 8th, 1876, p. 742.)

- Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.

“  STEBBINS.
¢ O’'DoNOHUE.
«“ ‘WETMORE.

Tre CoMPTROLLER OF THE OITY.
The following proposals were received and publicly opened:
IL—REeMovine, REMODELING, &o0., oF CASES, &C.

1. Morton & Chesley. .. ..coveereincisunieonieoniasioisssees cann $24,500
2, 8, V. DOnVAR, ccovvvertirarensicsnanas P TR PP PP 19,169
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II.—GRADING, &C., IN TOMPEINS SQUARE.

i Total calculated on 4,000

: cubic yards of excava-

Per cubic yard vation, &c., and 2,600

i of excavation,|Per lineal foot! lineal feet of curbstone,

| removal, de-| of curbstons; &c., that being the En-

positing and| recut and set.] gineer’s estimate, on

shaping. which the bids are to be

tested.

1. Stephen Roberts........ 33c. 11c. $1,606
2. Michael Gavin.......... 45 26 2,476
3. McChristie & Mollan. ... 50 65 3,690
4. John McKim........... 89 29 4,314
5. Denis Cotterell......... 80 26 1,876
6. Michael Sheriden....... 38 32 2,352
7. James Smith........... 45 6 1,956
8. G. S, Harrington....... 29 20 1,680
9. John Mullins........... 35 12 1,712
10. Thomas Xinsley........ 40 20 2,120
131, Patrick Mulholland...... 50 63 2,169
12, John Slattery.......... 3h 22 2,052
138. And. D. Campbell....... 59 9 2,594
14, J. D. & T. E. Crimmins, . 19 30 3,940

IIL.—D=ELIVERY OF SCREENED (3RAVEL AND BROKEN STONE.

950 cubic y’ds l:g?gs o f?:}x)li)c 1,4(3(()1 F%bic
Gravel, por| Fock broken| fen iime| TOTAL.

cubic yard.] Stone, Dper| gione, per

cubic yard. | cubic yard.
1. James H, Perkins........... $1.84 2. 94 2.19 ,770.%75
2. John B. Devlin............. 2.15% $2.70% $2.65% $g Zgz.go
3. D, E. Donovan.............. 2.8 | ...... | ..... PR .’ .......
4. W, McDonald............. 2.88 2.98 2.38 8,573.00
5. John 8, Masterson........... 2.85 2.89 2.89 9,168.50
6. Thos. Kinsley............... 2.30 3.20 8.00 9,585.00
7. C. A. Harrington............| 2.90 3.88 2.80 10,525.00
8. John A. Bouker............. 2.15 3.05 2.20 8,172.50
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The Compiroller then retired, and the Board met at 10
o’clock A. M., in regular session.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.
o STEBBINS.
“ O’DoXNOEUE.
“ WETMORE,

On motion of the PresIENT, the Board adjourned without
transacting any business, to meet on Friday, the 19th inst., at
2.30 o’clock ». M.

' ‘Wu. IRWIN,
Secretary D. P. P.
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FRIDAY, MAY 19th, 1876.

ApjourNED MEETING—2.30 O’CLOCK P. M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.
“ STEBBINS,
« ‘WETMORE.

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 10th and 17th
inst. were read and approved.

The following communications were presented and read :

Statue of La Fayette,

From Mr. Henry W. Stuckle, on behalf of a committee of French
residents, informing the Department that a statue of General
La Fayette, which the French Government intends to present to
the city, has arrived, and asking that a site be designated in
Central Park for the erection of the statue, and stating that
the committee he represents will provide the pedestal for the
statue. ;

The PRESIDENT moved that the committee, consisting of the
Presidents of the National Academy of Design, the Metropo-
litan Museum of Art and the New York Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects, be requested to examine and
report upon said statue as regards its merits as a work of art;
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that the Landscape Architect be directed to report a suitable
site for same in Central Park, and that, on the acceptance of
said statue and the approval of a site, the Superintendent of

Parks be directed to prepare the foundations for the pedestal.
(Minutes, Jannary 12, 1874, p. 522.)

The PresiDENT put the question whether the Board
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting
in favor thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

Woodlawn Cemetery, 24th Ward.

From Mr. Caleb B. Knevals, Vice-President of the Board of
Trustees of the Woodlawn Cemetery, stating that, at a meet-
ing of said trustees, held the 17th May, 1876, the following

preambles and resolution were unanimously adopted, viz. :

Whereas, The Department of Public Parks of the city of New York, by reso
lution adopted on the 4th February, 1876, have laid out or designated certain
streets and avenues around the property of the Woodlawn Cemetery, and have made
a map or plan thereof, entitled *“ Map or plan showing proposed streets and avenues
“around the property of the Woodlawn Cemetery Association,” dated “ New York,
“ February 1st, 1876,” signed “ J. J. R. Croes, civil and topographical engineer,” a
copy of which is now on file in the office of the Association.

And whereas, Under chapter 188 of the Laws of 1847, entitled “ An act author-
izing the incorporation of rural cemetery associations,” the consent of the trustees
. of this Association is necessary to authorize the said Department to open or lay
" out the said streets or avenues through any of the cemetery-grounds. Therefore,

Resolved, That the trustees of said Cemetery Association have consented, and do
hereby consent, to the opening and laying out of the streets and avenues around
the property of the Woodlawn Cemetery Association, as designated on the map-
aforesaid.

Filed.
Commissioner O’Donohue entered the meeting at this point
and took his seat.

(Minutes, February 4th, 1876, p. 598.)

Laborers® Pay-roll.

From. the Comptroller of the city, asking for certain infor-
mation in connection with the laborers’ pay-roll for the two
weeks ending April 22d, 1876, as follows, viz. :
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Fivance DEPARTMENT,
CoMPTROLLER’S QFFICE,

May 11th, 1876.

City oFr Nxw Yogk, }

To the Department of Public Parks :

The pay-rolls of the Department of Public Parks for the two weeks ending
April 22, 1876, do not show the works or purposes for which the charges are
made against the different accounts with sufficient distinctness to enable this

~ Department to audit said pay-rolls.

Will you have the kindness to transmit to me an authentic copy of the records
of the Park Department, showing the rule or method adopted by the Department
of Public Parks for making the distribution of the amounts charged against the
several accounts. If any delay occurs in the payment of laborers on the park
rolls it is solely owing to the want of proper information upon which to distribute
the amount included in the pay-rolls to the proper accounts.

And in pursuance of Section 29 of the Charter of 1873, it is hereby prescribed
that in all pay-rolls of the Department of Public Parks hereafter presented to
this Department for payment, the different works or purposes shall be specified
for which each of the charges against the different accounts are made to enable
this Department to verify the distribution of the amounts and audit the pay-rolls
correctly.

Respectfully,
’ (Signed) Anp, H. GrEEN,
Comptroller.

The PrESIDENT stated that, on receipt of the following reply
to the above communication, the Comptroller had paid the

laborers, viz. :

DeparTMENT OF PuBLic PaARKs,
36 Union Square (east).

New York, May 17th, 1876,
To the Comptroller of the City of New York:

Sir,~—Your letter of the 11th May, in which you undertake to justify your re-
fusal to meet the pay-roll of laborers in this Department for the two weeks ending
22d April, 1876, is received, and in answer we submit to you the facts which lead
to the conclusion that your reasons are insufficient, and that your refusal to pay
these men is wrong.

I—That pay-roll was made upon the forms which have been prescribed by
you, which have been in use in this Department since the Charter of 1873 went
into operation, and which have heretofore been accepted by yoa and paid.

II.—The different accounts kept in your Department of the moneys expended by
this Department are as follows:
Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places.
. General Maintenance.
Salaries.
Police.
Harlem River bridges, &e.,
Harlem River bridges, repairs, improvements and maintenance.
Music, Central Park.
Independence Day.
. Maintenance, &c., 28d and 24th Wards, &c.
Rebuilding and repairing Bronx River bridges.
Surveying, laying out, &c., 28d and 24th Wards,
City Hall Park, pavement.
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Seeciar Fuxps,
City Parks Improvement Fund.
Museums of Natural History and Art.
Surveying, laying out, &ec., north of 155th Street, Chap. 604, Laws 1874.

Each separate improvement in 23d and 24th Wards that is paid for by as-
sessments,

IIL—The pay-rolls and the schedules accompanying them were upon printed
blanks in these forms:

DeparemeNT oF PusLic Parks oF THE Crry or New YoRrk.

Pay-Rolls of Laborers, Carts, Teams, drec., for the two weeks ending April 22d, 1876.

i No. or | RATE oF
Names. OCCUPATION, | Davs.| Pav. AMOUNT.
i
1
John W, Manning. .... e Gen’l Foreman.. ... | 14 | $6 00 $84 00
John Elliot ................... Div, Gardener..... bo12 2 50 30 00
John H. Beckett, .............. Gardener .......... 12 2 25 27 00
Patrick Barrett. . .......... ....|Laborer........... 12 2 00 24 00
Wm. Bates,................... i e ‘ 98 2 00 18 45

And so through the entire list of the 453 men on that pay-roll, reaching a total
of $13,617.29.

The schedule transmitted with that pay-roll is as follows:

%‘f;;g;"m NamEes oF CLAIMANTS. CHARGE TO ACCOUNT OF AMOUNT.
Laborers pay-roll, 22d Maint. and Govt. Parks and Places $4,913 14
April, 1876, City Parks Improvement Fund...| 47,948 98
Harlem R. Bridges, Reps., Impt.
and Maint.................... 511 17
Surveying, Laying Out, &e., 23d
24th Wds,, &e...ooveevnnens 14 00
Museum of Natural History...... 208 00
Museum of Art. . .........c..... 27 00
$13,617 29

This gives you all the information that you have heretofore required of this
Department, and which you have found sufficient to audit the pay-rolls, and to
charge them to each separate and proper account that you keep, and it is all that
you ask in your letter.

1V.—The method in use in this Department in making up these pay-rolls and sche-
dules is as follows: The foreman of each gang keeps a daily account of the name
and time of each laborer. This daily aggregate of each gang is divided by another
account between the different pieces of work on which the gang is employed.

These two daily accounts are summarized at the end of each two weeks, and the
result appears on the pay-roll and the schedule transmitted with it, of which these
above given for the 22d of April are an illustration,




..

May 19, 1876.] 4

You will receive herewith blanks of the forms in use in this Department,
First.—Blank for pay-roll.

Second,—Blank for schedule.

Third.—Blank for division of the work of each gang.

V.—The power given to you in the twenty-ninth section of the Charter  to pre-
scribe the forms of keeping and rendering ” the accounts necessarily means that you
must prescribe them beforehand. They could notbe rendered in any form other or
different from the form in which they are kept; and the forms in which they are
rendered cannot be rejected until new ones are prescribed in advance, with suffi-
cient time for us to provide and put them in operation. It is obviously impossible
for an account to be kept and rendered in the month of April on a form which
you prescribed in the month of May. You refuse to pay the men on the ground
that this pay-roll does not contain certain information which the forms you have
prescribed do not call for,

VI.—If you want any information in regard to the pay-roll of the 22d April,
which goes beyond and is not contained in the forms you have heretofore pre-
seribed, it will be proper for you to specify what you desire, If you wish to revis
the forms or prescribe new ones, it will be proper for tyou, in doing so, to give use
time to conform to them. The injustice of your refusal to pay the men on such
ground is apparent,

VIL.—These laborers earn their money and are entitled to their pay, without
regard to the forms of keeping and rendering accounts between the departments,
and you will be obliged to pay them whether you make trouble about the forms
or not. You know that the questions you raise, even if you were right, constitute
neither a legal defense nor a good reason for refusing to pay them. Still more in-
excusable is it for you to keep them as suffering spectators of this ill-timed -and
needless controversy, in which you are wrong. We courteously, therefore, com-
mend you to the course which is inevitable, to pay these men without regard to
these questions’; for they cannot be misled-into any error as to the reasons. why
their money is withheld. At the same time prompt attention will be given toany
request for information which your duty leads you to make, and to the directions
about the accounts which you are empowered to prescribe, and which you com-
municate to us with definiteness and precision.

Yours respecttully,
(Signed,)  Wwm. R. Marmin,
President D, P. P.

Commissioner O'DoNoBUE moved that said correspondence

be referred to Commissioner Wetmore, to confer with the
Comptroller thereon.

Adopted.

144th Street.

From the Engineer of Construction, reporting upon the ap-
plication of W. T. Cushing and others, for the construction of
a sewer in 144th Street, easterly from Mott Avenue to the

canal.
(Minutes, April 8th, 1876, p. 738.)

The PRESIDENT moved that a copy of said report be for-
warded to Mr. Cushing, and that he be informed that before
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the construction of said sewer can be commenced it will be
necessary for the residents and owners of property to obtain
an ordinance of the Common Council to enable this Depart-
ment to prosecute the work,

Adopted.

Lighting the Parks, &e.

From the New York Gas Light Company, zmublnc? to accept
the award for lighting the lamps in.the parks, &ec., south of
Grand, Sullivan and Canal Streets at a price less than that
mentioned in their proposal.

(Minutes, May 5, 1876, p. 6.)

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the action of the Board
in awarding the contract to said company, at $14 for each
lamp, for eight months, be reconsidered.

Adopted.

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that said contract be
awarded to sald company at the price named in their pro-
posal. k

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Comm1ss1oners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4,

Sprinkling Fifth Avenue,

From Mr. J. L. Voorhis, offering to sprinkle Fifth Avenue,
from Fifty-ninth Street to Eighty-fifth Street, for $7 per day.
(Minutes, May 21, 1875, p. 37.)

Laid on the table.

North Meadow, Central Park.
From the Landscape Architect, recommending that the

‘1
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North Meadow, in Central Park, be thrown open to the public
under the same conditions and regulations which have hereto-
fore been applied to the Lawn in the South Park.

Laid on the table.

Museum of Natural History.

The PrESIDENT then presented a copy of the preambles and

resolutions notifying Mr. John Mahoney, contractor for the

plastering of the Museum of Natural History building, to pro-

ceed with said work, with the service of same on said con-
tractor and his sureties, endorsed thereon.

Also a letter from the Superintending Architect, stating that
said contractor had commenced said work on the 16th inst.
Filed,

Audit.
Commissioner O’DoxoRUE, Chaiiman of the Auditing Com-
mittee, presented the following two reports :

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same

.to the Board for approval :

Baker & McKenny, caps.............. Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P........ 164 00
Cartwright, Wm,, fish and vegetables. . Maint. and Govmt. )
' P.andP........ 51 70
Gates, Church E,, & Co., lumber. ...... Maint. 23d and
24th Wards. . .. B VS ¢
Harlem Gas Light Co., gas-meter...... Maint. and Govmt,
PandP....... 34 09
Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas-meter. .Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P....... 81 00
N. Y. Staals Zeitung, advertising....... Museum Natural
History........ $3 00
City Parks Impmt.
Fovvvvrnnnann, 3 00
Maint. and Govmt,
PoandP...... 2 20

B 8 20
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Rogers, J. F., & Co., emery wheels. . . .. City Parks Impmt.
Foooooooil. $3 b6
Roosevelt, Saml., & Co., nails and hard-
WALC. ot e i svs i vmensnsninenas ... .City Parks Impmt.
Foooooool. $23 00
Maint. and Govmt.

P.and P....... 35 80
Museum Natural
History....... 50
—_— 59 30
Tysen, Jr., David J., vegetables. ....... Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P...... ) 507 b
United Farmers’ Milk Co., milk, April..Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P...... 21 60
Valentine & Briggs, rent of office......Maint. 23d and
24th Wards. .. 40 00
Vanderbilt Bros,, seed................ Maint. and Govmt.
Poand P...... 34 50
Watrous & Willson, lumber. ......... .City Parks Impt. )
Foo.o.oo... e 48 64
Wheatly, R. R., hay, oats, &e......... Maint,, ete., 23d
and 24th Wards. 38 22
£1,204 81
RECAPITULATION.
Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places........ $902 64
City Parks Improvement Fund. ....... ... ..ol .. 78 20
Maintenance, etc., 234 and 24th Wards. ................. 219 97
Museum Natural History............. Ceeareteieiee s 3 50

$1,204 31

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twelve hundred and four dollars and
thirty-one cents, g

(Signed)  Josgem J. O'Dononuk, | Auditing
H. G. StesBINS, Committee,

New York, May 17th, 1876.
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same

to the Board for approval :
Affleck, Wm., & Co., hay, straw, &c.....Maint. and Govm’t

. PoandP.......
American Dist. Telg. Co., rent and ser-

2 U T .Maint. and Govm’t

P and P....... $2 b6
City Parks Im-

provement F.... 7 58
Architectural Iron Works, iron.... .... Harlem R. B, Reps.
‘ Imp. and M.....
Byrne, J. E., hay, oats, &ec............. Maint. and Govm’t
P.and P.......
Claflin, H. B., & Co., gloves, police...... Maint. and Govm’t
P.and P.......
Central Gas Light Co., gas............. Harlem R. B. Reps.
Imp. and M....
Colwell Lead Co., lead pipe ............ City Parks Impt.
Fund...... ...
Donegan, C. E., bread................. Maint, and Govm’t
P.and P.......
Everard, Jas,, paving.................. Paving 8d avenue

from Westches-
ter ave, to north-
ern bdy 23d

Ward.........

Hogan, John, labor and materials. ...... City Parks Impt.

' Fund.........

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas—April...... Maint. and Govm’t
P.andP...... L 172 26

Harlem R. B.Reps.
Imp. Fund..... 59 40

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas—April. . .Maint. and Govm't

P.andP.......
Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas—April. . Maint. and Govm’t
P.and P.......

P.and P.......

$459

10

685
691
119
60
| 18

61

15,167

975

281

546
413

470

75

14

28

25

00

32

94

00

00

00

15
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N. Y. Express Co., advertising......... Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P, ..... $9 00
City Parks Impt.
Fund......... 4 20
Museum of Art.. 4 20
City Hall Park
Pavement ..... 4 20
N. Y. Staats Zeitung, advertising... . ... .. City Hall Park
Pavement...... $3 30
Museum of Natl
History....... 3 60
Maint., etc., 23d
and 24th Wards. 2 70
City Parks Imp,
Fund.......... 3 00
Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P....... 3 60
N. Y. Tribune, advertising. ........,...Maint. and Govmt,
P.and P....... $9 00
City Parks Imp.
Fund.......... 7 80
Museum of ‘Art... 4 20
Museum of Natl
History....... 5 40
Maint., d&e., 23d
and 22d Wards. 4 20
City Hall Park
Pavement ..... 3 60
N. Y. & Brooklyn Hardwood Lumber Co.,
timber.......oooviiiiiii e City Parks Impt.
Fund..........
Tone, Theo, F., coal...........coot. City Parks Impt.
Fund.......... $38 80
Harlem R.Bridges,
Reps., Impt. and M. 17 80
Maint. and Govmt,
P.andP....... 30 40

$21 60

16 20

34 20

501 50

87 00
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Thorburn, Geo., & Co., piles.......,....City Parks Impt.
Fund...........

Van Riper, Chas., sundries.. . .... ... .Maint. etc., 28d and
24th Wards....

Verplanck Bros., currycombs and brushes,
Maint. and Govmt.

$110 00

26 40

18 &b

81 84

100 00

17 60

$20,914 71

P.andP........
Wetmore & Co., iron...........coce..s City Parks Impt.
Fund .........
Wotherspoon Bros., land plaster. ...... City Parks Impt.
Fund..
World, advertising................... City Parks Impt
Fund.......... $3 20
Mugseum Natural
History....... 4 40
Maint. 28d and
24th Wards.... 3 20
Cit\y Hall Park
pavement,. .. .. 8 60
Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P....... 8 20
RECAPITULATION.
Maintenance and Government Parks and Places. . ........ $3,004 32
City Parks Improvement Fund.... ...........coeetue. 1,846 69
Harlem River Bridges, repairs, improvement and mainten-

2 1Y PN 822 76
Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards.................. 36 5V
Museum of Art......ovvniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies 8 40
Museum of Natnral History............ -coiueiiiiias, 13 40
City Hall Park pavement...... e ieiieeeee e 14 70,
Paving Third Avenue, from Westchester Avenue to northern

Pdy 28d Ward. ...cvvvviioriiiiieninnoseeanans 15,167 94

$20,914 71

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty thousand nine hundred

and. fourteen dollars and seventy-one cents,

(Signed,) Joserpr J. O’DoxoHuE, }Auditing

H, G. SresBINS,
New York, May 17, 1876.

Commitiece,
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay-
ment, :
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.,

Jerome Avenue, Sprinkling of. .
The PRESIDENT verbally reported upon the subject of sprink-
ling Jerome Avenue, and presented a communication from the
Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards,
giving an estimate of the cost, and he recommended that dur-
ing the four months of June, July, August and September said
avenue be sprinkled from Central Bridge to the road leading
to Tremont, at a cost not exceeding $400 per month, and that
on the seven days of the races at Jerome Park that it be
sprinkled to the entrance to Jerome Park.
(Minutes, May 10, 1876, p. 15.)

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said report be accepted
and adopted by the Board.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Treasurer’s Account,
Commissioners STEBBINS and O’DoNoHUE, the committee
appointed to audit the accounts of the late Treasurer, present-
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ed the following report, which was accepted and ordered to be
printed in the minutes, viz. :

The committee appointed to audit the accounts of the late Treasurer, David
B. Williamson, Esq., up to and including the 31st day of March, 1876, and also up’
to and including May 1st, 1876, report that they have examined and audited said
accounts and find the same correct.

(Signed) H. G. StesBINS, Auditing
Joserr J. O’Dononug, § Comnattee.

New York, May &th, 1876.

(Minutes, April 21, 1876, p. 771.)

Treasurer’s Report.
The TrEASPRER presented the following report, which was
ordered to be printed i in the minutes :

Depariment of Public Parks, in account with
Jos. J. O Donokliue, Treasurer.

1876. OR.
May 8. Bybalance..........ociiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiinn $1,709 26
May 38
to “ cash received from rents and licenses..... 667 63
May 1% —_—— $2.3876 89

1876. DR,
May 3
to To cash paid into City Treasury............. $247 36
May 17
May 17  *“ balance..........cvvreiiiriiinnnneinnns 2,129. 53
— §2,376 89

(Signed) JosErE J. O’DoNOHUE,
Treasurer D. P. P,
Wednesday, May 17, 1876.

9.30 A M.
John Russell, Park-keeper.

Commissioner O’DoNoRUE, whom the President designated
to conduct the trial of Park-keeper John Russell, on a charge
of neglect of duty, in that he was off his beat and smoking a

pipe while on duty, verbally reported that he found the officer
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guilty of the charge, and inasmuch as he ran away from the
Lieutenant when detected, and afterwards denied the charge,
but could give no excuse for being off his beat, he recommend-
ed that he be dismissed from the employment of the Depart-
ment.

The PresipENT moved that said report be accepted and
adopted by the Board.

Commigsioner STEBBINS moved as a substitute therefor that
said Park-keeper John Russell be fined ten days’ pay.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said substitute motion, moved by Commissioner
Stebbins, and it was determined in the negative, a majority of
all the members of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as
follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore—2.

Noes—Commissioners Martin, O’ Donohue—2.

The PrESIDENT then put the question whether the Board
would agree to said original motion, and it was determined
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board
voting in favor thereof, as follows;

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’ Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1. '

Phi]ip Corcoran, Park-keeper.

Commissioner O’DoNoRUE, whom the President had desig-
nated to conduct the trial of Park-keeper Philip Corcoran, on
a charge of being off his beat and smoking while on duty,
verbally reported that he found him guilty of the charge and
recommended that he be fined five days’ pay.

The PrESIDENT moved that said report be accepted and
adopted by the Board.

Commissioner WETMORE moved as a substitute therefor that
said Park-keeper Philip Corcoran be dismissed from the em-
ployment of the Department.
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The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, moved by Commissioner Wetmore, and
it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the mem-
bers of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Wetmore—2.

Noes—Commissioners Stebbins, O’Donohue—2.

The PresipENT then put the question whether the Board
would agree to said original motion, and it was determined
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board
voting in favor thereot, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Washington Monument.
The PresmENT stated that application had been made by
Mr. John H. Brady, Commander of Post No. 79 of the Grand
Army of the Republic, for permission to decorate the Wash-
ington Monument, on Decoration day, the 30th inst., and keep
said decorations up until the 4th of July, and also to place a
tent beside the Monument for a short time prior to the 30th -
inst., for the purpose of receiving subsecriptions, and he moved
_ that the permission requested be granted, and that the De-
partment lend, for the purpose, such evergreens, &c., as can
be spared and may be required.

Adopted.

Engineers employed on Construction.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be re-

quested to obtain the opinion of Counsel to the Corporation as

to whether engineers, &e., employed on works of construction,

can be paid from the City Parks Improvement Fund, provided
by Chap. 608, Laws of 1875.

Adopted.
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Grading, &c., Tompkins Square.

Commissioner StrBBINS offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the proposal (No. 1) of Mr. Stephen Roberts,
for grading and setting curb in Tompkins Square, be accepted
as the lowest bid ; that the contract be awarded to said Ste-
phen Roberts, and that the President be, and hereby is,
authorized to execute same for and on behalf of this Depart-
ment. :

(Minutes, May 17, 1876, p. 84.)

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm-
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.,

Screened Gravel, Broken Stone, &c.
Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following preamble and
resolution :

Whereas, The sample of gravel submitted with the proposal
(No. 1) of Mr. James H. Perkins, for the delivery of screened
gravel and broken stone upon the roads, &e., in the 23d and
24th Wards, is of an inferior quality and not equal to that
called for by the specifications, therefore—

Resolved, That the said proposal of Mr. James H. Perkins
" be, and hereby is, rejected.

(Minutes, May 17, 1876, p. 34.)
Adopted.
Commissioner STEBBINS then offered the following resolu-
tion :

Resolved, That the proposal (No. 8) of Mr. John A. Bouker,
for the delivery of screened gravel and broken stone upon the
roads and avenues in the 23d and 24th Wards, be accepted as
the lowest bid ; that the contract be awarded to said John A.
Bouker, and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized
to execute same for and on behalf of this Department.

(Minutes, May 17, 1876, p. 84.)
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Screened Gravel for the Parks.

The PrEsiDENT stated that the Superintendent required 3,000

cubic yards of screened gravel for comstruction purposes and

for the maintenance of the roads in the Parks, and moved that

the Secretary be directed to insert the necessary advertise-
ments for proposals for furnishing same.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Third Avenue Paving.

Commissioner O’DoNorUE moved that Henry Matthews be

appointed an inspector on the work of paving Third Avenue

from 163d Street to the northern boundary of the 23d Ward, in

place of Michael Barry, suspended ; that his pay be fixed at

$3.50 pér day, and that John Meehan, inspector on said works,
be directed to resume his duties thereon.

{Minutes, April 21, 1875, p. 772.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes-——~Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

Commissioner STEBBINS was, by consent, excused from vot-
ing.
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Suspension of Laborers.
Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That hereafter no laborer, mechanic or team in the
employ of this Department shall be suspended or discharged by
the Superintendent or Foremen (unless for the following causes,
viz., neglect of duty, intoxication or inefficiency), without first
notifying the Board of the same for its action in the matter.
‘When meu are suspended for either of the reasons noted above
they shall have a proper trial before the Superintendent within
two days after said suspension, and a report from the Superin-
tendent shall be submitted to the Board, with his recommenda-
tions for its final action.

The PreSIDENT moved that said resolution be laid on the
table.
Adopted.

Commissioner WETMORE left the meeting at this point.

Washington Square Roadway.

The PrESIDENT presented the following resolution, adopted

by the Board of Aldermen on the 18th May, 1876, viz.:

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks be and are
hereby requested to report to this Board the reasons why the carriage ways across
Washingten Square have not been repaired pursuant to a request from this Board
by resolution passed March 23, 1876.

(Minutes, April 21, 1876, p. 763.)
Referred to the President to reply.

Museum of Art. .

The PRESIDENT presehted a communication from the Super-
intending Architect, stating that to enable Messrs. D. C. Weeks
& Sons, the contractors for the excavation and blasting work,
&e., in the basement of the Museum of Art, to proceed with
their work, it will be necessary for the Department to remove
the scaffolding erected by the Watson Manufacturing Co., the
contractors for the iron roof, and to replace same again, as
the said company have not yet completed their work, and
recommending that an order be given to said Watson Manu-
facturing Co. to remove and replace said scaffolding at a cost

not exceeding $450.
(Minutes, April 12, 1876, p. 745.)
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Commissioner O’DoNORUE moved that an order be given to
the Watson Manufacturing Co. as recommended.

The PrESIDENT put the. question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue—3.

American Museum of Natural History.

The PrESIDENT presented a communication from the Super-
intendent of Parks, forwarding a letter from the Superintendent
, of the American Museum of Natural History, requesting that
the collections of said Museum at present stored in the base-
ment of the new Museum of Natural History building be
removed to the attic story of said building.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the Superintendent of
Parks be authorized and directed to have said collections re-

moved as requested.
(Minutes, Nov. 24, 1875, p. 428.)

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor

thereof, as follows :
Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue—3.

Bowling Green Fountain,

The PRESIDENT presented a communication from the Superin-
tendent of Parks, veporting that the basin of the fountain in
the Bowling Green is in such a leaky condition that the water
escapes from it into the vaults of the neighboring houses, and
estimating that it would cost $500 or $600 to place it in a good
condition. ’

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said communication be
referred to the President to report upon.

Adopted.
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Matthew Cox.

The PrestpENT moved that Mr. Matthew Cox, who recently
resigned his position as rodman on the civil and topographical
foree, be restored and reappointed at his former position and

pay.
{Minutes, April 28, 1876, p.779.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : -

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue—3.

Offices for the Civil and Topographical Engineer Corps.

The PrestDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be
directed to fit up the first floor of the Museum building (old
Avrsenal) for the use of the Civil and Topographical Engineer-
ing force, at a cost not exceeding $300, which shall be charged
to construction ; and that the said engineering force remove
from Mount St. Vincent to said Museum building as soon as
said floor is so fitted up. ' ‘

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue—3.

Inspectors.

The PresioENT moved that one inspector be appointed on
each of the following named works when the contractors com-
mence work thereon, and that their pay be fixed at $3.50 per
day each, viz. :

1. Grading, &c., Tompkins Square.

2. Paving the roadway through Washington Square.

3. Morningside Park sewer.

4. Laying the pavement on the walks, &e., in City Hall
Park,
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The PRESTDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue—3.

Construction Works.
The PresipENT offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the following works of construction be pro-
ceeded with, viz.:

1. The gateway to Central Park at 102d Street and Fifth
Avenue.

2. Repairs to architectural structures in Central Park.

3. Construction of houses, &e., for the zoological collection.

4. The completion of the public places at 63d and 66th
Streets and the Boulevard.

5. Five Points Park.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said resolution be laid
over until the next meeting of the Board.

Adopted.

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 6.15
o’clock p. M., to meet on Monday, the 22d inst., at 9.30 o’clock
A M,

‘Wi, IRWIN,
Secretary D, P. P,
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MONDAY, MAY 224, 1876,

ADJoURNED MEETING—9.30 0’CLOCK A. M.

Present—(Commissioner MARTIN, President.
« STEBBINS.

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned, to meet
on Wednesday, the 24th inst., at 2.30 o’clock p. M.
‘ ‘ Wu. Irwiy,

Secretary D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 24th, 1876.

“

ADJOURNED MEETING, 2.30 0'CLOCK P. M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.
“ ~ STEBBINS.
“ ‘WETMORE.

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 19th and 22d
insts. were read and approved.

The following communications were presented and read :

Muaseum of Natural History.

From Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, Chairman of the Committee
oun Plans of the American Museum of Natural History, stating
that said Committee had adopted the following resolutions,
viz.:

“ Resolved, That the contract for cases in the new building having been let at

“less than the original estimate, we request that $7,000 be transferred to the esti-
““ mate for fitting up the students’ and curators’ rooms.

“ Resolved, That we respectfully ask the President of the Department to inform
“ug in detail how much remains unexpended of the appropriations for the new
“building, and the amount necessary to entirely finish the present scetion.”

(Minutes, January 18th, 1876, p. 536.)
Referred to the President to report.

Third Av. Bridge.
From Mr. J. W. Colwell, asking that the end stone pier and
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iron railing on the east side of Third Avenue Bridge, which are
opposite, and prevent access to his house, be removed.

Also from the Engineer of Construction reporting upon said
application and recommending that said stone pier and railing
be removed as requested.

The PresipENT moved that said communications be filed, and
that the said stone pier and about six or eight feet of the rail-
ing be removed.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows . '

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—a3.

Menagerie.

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that Mr. Robert
L. Pell, of No. 218 Fifth Avenue, desires to obtain a pair of the
Kerry calves owned by the Department, and offers to give in
" exchange for them $50 worth of such animals as may be re-
quired for the Menagerie.

Referred to the President to report.

Screened Gravel and Broken Stone.

From Mr. James H. Perkins, asking why the contract for the
delivery of screened gravel and broken stone upon the roadsin
the 23d and 24th Wards was not awarded to him, and protest-
ing against same being awarded to any other person.

(Minutes, May 19th, 1876, p. 52.)

The PrESIDENT moved that said letter be filed, and that Mr.
Perkins be informed of the reason why his proposal was re-
jected.

Adopted,.
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| City Hall Park Pavement.

From Messrs. Van Santvoord & Hauff, attorneys for Mr. J.
J. Schillinger, notifying the Department of Mr. Schillinger’s
patent for laying a concrete pavement, being patent reissued
No. 4,364, and dated May 2d, 1871, and asking the Department
to respect said patent in the work of laying the pavement on the
walks of the City Hall Park.

(Minutes, May 10th, 1876, p. 30.) -

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said communication be
received, and referred to the Counsel to the Corporation for his
advice.

Adopted.

Ti}ird Avenue Bridge.
From Mr. William Caldwell requesting, on behalf of many
citizens and business men of the 23d Ward, that the present
hydraulic engine used for the purpose of opening the draw of
the Third Avenue Bridge be replaced by a steam engine, for
the reason that the utmost lorce obtainable by hydraulie power
will not be sufficient to open the draw sufficiently quickly for
the necessities of travel and navigation. '

The PrusipENT stated, that acting under the directions of
the Board of the 18th March last, the Engineer of Construction
had the pipes leading to the engine examined, and discovered
that there was a leak which could be repaired at a small cost,
and he moved that the Engineer of Construction be directed to
have said pipes repaired, forthwith; that he proceed at once
with the preparation of the plans, estimates and specifications
for a steam engine for said draw, as directed on the second
of February last, and that when said plans, estimates and
specifications are prepared, that the Secretary insert the
necessary advertisements for proposals to furnish same.

. (Minutes, Feb’y 2d and Mar. 18, 1876, pp. 589 and 676.)
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
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agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof; as follows : .
 Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

Museum of Natural History.

From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, as follows :

“ Nuew Yorxk, May 24, 1876,
“Wa. R. Martiv, Esq., President:

*“ Sir—In regard to construction of cases, &c., for Museum of Natural History,
“in my judgment, and from estimates obtained {rom responsible parties, the
“lowest tender is higher by several thousand dollars than the work should be
“ done for.

“ The Trustees, on further consultation, desire to make some chauoges in the
“plans, and I hope the Department may consider it expedient, under the circum-
“ stances, to obtain fresh estimates on the revised drawings and plans.

: “ Respectfully,
“(Signed) CALVERT VAUX,
“ Architect.”
(Minutes, May 17, 1876, p. 33 and May 24th, 1876, p. 61.)

The PrESIDENT then offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the proposals of Messrs. Morton & Chesley
and of Mr. J. V. Donvan, being the only two received for the
removal, remodeling and construction of cases, &ec., for the
Museum of Natural History building, be rejected for the rea-
sons mentioned in the communication of Mr. Calvert Vaux, arch-
itect ; that new plans, specifications and estimates be prepared
for the fitting up of the students’ and curators’ rooms in said
building, and that when they are so prepared the Secretary
insert the necessary advertisements for proposals.

The PrEsiDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm-
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

Worth Monument. )

From Mr, John R. Shields, Commander of Post No. 100 of
‘the Grand Army of the Republic, asking permission to dec-
orate the Worth Monument on Decbration Day, the 30th
inst. :
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Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the permission requested
be granted.

Adopted.
) Engineering Corps.
From Mr. F. A. Calkins, Assistant Engineer, stating that
Mr. E. A, Miller, Rodman, Mr. J. C. Trimble, Chainman, and
Myr. Peter Kelly, Axeman, have worked under his directions on
construction works of the Department at various times since

the 15th January last, but have received no compensation

therefor.
(Minutes, January 13, 1876, p. 517)

Laid on the table.

At this point Commissioner O’Donohue entered the meeting
and took his seat.

Licenses on the Parks,

The PresiENT stated that the subject of the licenses on the
parks was made a special business for the meeting of the 19th
inst., but as there was not time to consider the subject at that
meeting it was laid over, and was now in order.

(Minutes, May 10, 1876, p. 21.)

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said subject be referred
to the President to report.

Adopted.

Audit.

Commissioner O'DoNoBUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com-
mittee, presented the following report :

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same
to the Board for approval :

Clafflin, H. B, & Co., toweling. .. ... ....Maint. and Govmt.
- P.and P....... $4 60
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Cominercial Advt, Ass'n, advertising. .. .City Hall Park
Pavement. ., ...
Maint, and Govmt.
PoandP......
City Parks Twmpt.
Fund..........
Natural
History.......
Maint,, ete., 23d
and 24th Wards

Museam

Keuffel & Esser, repairs to tapes. .. .....Surveying,

laving
out, cte., 23d and

24th Wards, etc.

King, Briges & Co., files............. City Parks Impt.
Fund..........

Kreischer, B., & Son, five brick and clay..Museum Natural
History........

Murphy & Nesbit, brick................Maseum Natural
History.......
City Parks Impt.

Fund..........

MeceDermott, John, meat. . ............. Maint. and Govmnt,
Poand P.......
Norris & Williams, labor and mat’ls, .. . Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P.......
Rolling, True W, labor and matls. . . ... .Museum Natural

Vanderbiit Bros., grass seed........... Maint. and Govmt.

Wiebusch & Hilger Hardware Co.,
seythes. ..o, Maint. and Govmt.

P.and P........

[ Wednesday,

%2 80
3 60
2 80
4 00
2 80
——— 16 00
6 00
14 a8
42 75
$119 00
127 50
246 50
181 23
5 43
4,992 00
73 15
31 30

$5,614 16
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RECAPITULATION.
Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places........ %300 13
City Parks Improvement Fund........ ........c..co... 144 68
Museum of Natural History............oooveiiia. L, 5,157 75
City Hall Park Pavement................ccoo.ovvien.n. 2 80
Maintenance, ete., 28d and 24th Wards.................. 2 80

Surveying, laying out, ete., 23d and 24th Wards, ete... ... 6 00
4 ——— $5,614 18

© Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fitty-six hundred and fourteen
dollars and sixteen cents,

(Signed) Josepr J. O'Doxonve, |} Auditing
H. G. STEBBINS, Commitice,

New York, May 24th, 1876.

'The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the afﬁrmative’
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Construction Works,
The PrESIDENT offered the following resolution, viz. :

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be directed to
proceed with the following works of construction, viz. :

1. The completion of Madison Square fountain.

2. The completion of Five Points Park.

3. Repairs to architectural structures on Central Park, ex-
cept the decoration of the Mineral Springs and the Music
Stand.

4. The completion of the entrance to the Central Park at
102d Street and Fifth Avenue. '



68 [ Wednesday,

5. The building of the foundation of the enclosing wall of
Central Park at 74th Street and Fifth Avenue, and placing a
neat picket fence at the same place.

6. The placing of pier-stones at each side of the following
entrances to the Central Park, viz.,, 110th Street and Fifth
Avenue, and 110th Street and Sixth Avenue, and 110th Street
and Seventh Avenue.

7. The completion of the public places at 63d and 66th
Streets and the Boulevard.

The PreSIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution and it was determined in the affirmatives
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor

thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4. '

Record Vault,

The PrESIDENT offered the following resolution, viz. :

Resolved, That the Superintendent be, and is hereby, directed
to proceed with the construction of the Record Vault in the
Museum (the old Arsenal) in accordance with the plans here-
-tofore approved.

(Minutes, March 18, 1876, p. 678.)

The PrRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Dohohue, Wet-
more—4.

Engineer for Enjine, 23d and 24th Wards.

Commissioner O’DoNoBUE moved that John Snyder, be ap-
pointed an engineer to take charge of the engine used for
sprinkling the Jerome Avenue in the 23d and 24th Wards, and
that his pay be fixed at $2.40 per day.

ki
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The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm-
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4,

Foremen T. W. Geary and John Meehan.

- Commissioner O’DoNoBUE moved that foreman T. W. Geary
be discharged from the service of the Department, from and

after the 25th inst., and that Mr. John Meehan be appointed

foreman in his place, and his pay fixed at $4.50 per day.

The PresipENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4. ’

Restoration of Laborers,

" Commissioner O'DoNOHUE moved that the Superintendent.
of Parks be authorized to restore the fpllowing laborers, &ec.,
who have been absent on account of sickness, viz., Francis
Kenney, stone-cutter ; Daniel Foley, laborer, and Patrick Horan,
laborer.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,.
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4. "

Third Avenue Paving,
Commissioner O’DoNoEUE moved that the whole amount of
the bill of Mr. Wm. H. Grant, Engineer, for professional servi-
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ces in examining the pavement of Third Avenue, viz., $297, and
which bill was presented to the Board on the 30th March, and
reported on by ex-Commissioner Williamson on the 21st April,
1876, be ordered to be paid to said Wm. H. Grant, and that it
be referred to the President to report what appropriation, if
any, the same can be charged to.

(Minutes, April 21, 18476. p. 769.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjoﬁrned at 5.30
o’clock p. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 31st inst., at 3 o’clock
P. M.

Wy IrwiN,
Secretary D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 31st, 1876.

ADjoUrRNED MEETING—3 O'CLOCK P. M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.
“ STEBBINS.
“ ‘WETMORE.

The minutes of the previous meseting of the 24th inst. were
read and approved.

The following communications were presented and read:

’ Concord Avenue.

From the Clerk of the Board of Aldermen, forwarding the

following resolution, adopted by that Board on the 25th inst.,
viz. :

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of Parks be, and are
hereby, respectfully requested forthwith to report to this Board why work upon
Concord Avenue, suspended more than one year since, has not been resumed.

(Minutes, Dec. 3, 1875, p. 447.)
Referred to the President to report.

City Parks Improvement Fund,
From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor- -
- tionment, notifying the Department that on the 26th inst. said
Board authorized the Comptroller of the city to issue $25,000 v
of “City Parks Improvement Fund Stock.” '
(Minutes, May &, 1876, p. 6.)
Filed.
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At this point Commissioner O'Donohue entered the meeting
and took his seat. '

East River Park.
From the Counsel to the Corporation, as follows :

Law DEPARTMENT,
Office of the Counsel to the Corporation,
New Yorg, 28d May, 1876.
Hon. WirLiam R. MarTIN,
President of the Department
of Public Parks :

Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 12th instant, requesting certain informa-
tion, I have to advise you that the report of the Commissioners appointed to ac-
quire title to the East River Park, between 84th and 86th streets, was confirmed
April 1sl, 1876. The total amount of awards was $215,119.84. These awards
were made to 57 different persons, whose names appear upon the abstracts, filed
in the office of the County Clerk and the Commissioner of Public Works.

I do not send the names, owing to their number, but will do so if you desire.

The title to the park became vested in the city upon the confirmation of the re-
port of the Commissioners, and the day fixed in such report for the practical
opening of the park was April 15th, 1876.

The Department of Public Parks can take immediate possession of this park
and is not obliged to wait until the owners have been paid the amount of their
awards by the city.

I am, sir,
Yours respectfully,
(Signed) Wiiiam C. WHITNEY,
Counsel to the Corpomtzon

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be entered at
length on the minutes and filed.

Adopted.

From Mr. James Hogg, complaining of the manner in which
the houses on said East River Park, occupied by a Mr. Sulzer
are being conducted, and requesting this Department to interfere

in the matter,
(Minutes, May 10, 1876, p. 15.)
Filed.

Wool.

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that he had de-
livered to the Acting Property Clerk 85 sheep fleeces, and one
Llama fleece.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be author-

ized to have said fleeces sold at public auction.
Adopted.
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Grove Street, 24th Ward.
From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, stating
that, in compliance with instructions from the President, he had
notified Mr. James Green to have the fence which crosses
Grove Street, on the east side of Forest Avenue in the 24th
Ward removed. That Mr. Green consents to do so, but asks
permission to keep up the fence until November next, as he
has planted a large number of shrubs, &c., on the ground which
~ would now be injured if removed.
The PrESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of the 23d and
24th Wards be directed to notify Mr. Green to remove said
- fence on or before the said first day of November, 1876.

Adopted.

8t. Paul’s Church.
From Rev. Alfred Young, Rector of the Church of St. Paul
the Apostle, situate at 59th Street and 9th Avenue, inviting the
Commissioners to be present at the laying of the corner stone
of said Church on the 4th June, 1876.
Commissioner O’Dovonve moved that the Secretary be di-
rected to reply to said invitation, accepting it.
. Adopted.

- Tompkins Square,

From Mr. Henry G. Autenrieth, Chairman of a Committee
of Citizens, asking permission to hold a mass meeting in
- Tompkins Square, on Friday, June 2d, 1876, at eight o’clock
P, M., for the purpose of giving expression to public opinion in
. reference to said square. .
The PRESIDENT moved that the permission requested be
- granted.
/ Adopted.

Elton Avenue.

From Mr. H. Baumann, asking permission to pave with Bel-
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gian pavement, and at his own expense, a small portion of
. Elton Avenue, at its junction with Third Avenue, and opposite
his premises.

Commissioner O’DoNoHUE moved that said permission be
- granted, on the condition that said pavement is laid under the
directions of the Engineer of Construction, and at the sole
* cost and expense of Mr. H. Baumann.
Adopted.

Laborers, &c.

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that he requires
the following number of laborers, mechanics, &ec., to carry on
the works ordered on the 24th inst., viz. : 12 masons, 4 stone-
cutters, 3 carpenters, 2 painters, 60 laborers, and 2 double

teams.
(Minutes, May 24, 1876, p. 617.)

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution :

Resolved, Tuat when the laborers, mechanics, &e., required
by the Superintendent, as mentioned in his communication,
are employed, their pay be fixed at the rates paid by the
Department of Public Works for similar description of work ;
- and that it be referred to the President, to ascertain and report
said rates of pay. ‘

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Comptroller of the city, as its financial
officer, be respectfully requested to give this Department his
opinion upon the propriety of reducing the wages now allowed
to laborers, mechanics, &c., to the rates now allowed by the
Department of Public Works, and that the resolution offered
by Commissioner Stebbins in relation thereto, be laid on the
table until his reply is received.

© (Minutes, March 18, 1876, p, 697.)

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, offered by Commissioner Wetmore,
and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the
members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Comuissioner Stebbins—1.
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Commissioner O’DoNORUE then moved that the number of
laborers, mechanics, &c., required by the Superintendent of
Parks be employed at the present rate of wages, unless on
receipt of the reply of the Comptroller the wages be reduced.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’ Donohue, ‘Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Tompkins Square.
~ From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the ex-
cavation, grading and curbing of the whole of Tompkins
Square is included in the terms of the contract lately awarded
to Stephen Roberts.

{Minutes, May 19, 1876, p. 52.)

And that the following works are necessary to be done 'in
order to complete the improvement of the square, viz. : '

I.—The mason and iron work of the arbor, at an estimated
cost of $10,000.

) (Minutes, April 19, 1876, p. 748.)

IT.—The finishing of the resetting of the fence, at an esti-
mated cost of not exceeding $1,000.

TII.—The shaping and grading of the southwest corner of
said square, at an estimated cost of $3,000 to $4,000, and which
work can best be done by days’ labor. -

IV.—The planting of trees and shrubs, at an estimated cost
of $600 to $700.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the subject of the treat-
ment of the northwest corner of Tompkins Square, being the
portion in which it is proposed to locate an arbor, be referred
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back to the Landscape Architect and Superintending Architect,
for their report and estimate of the expense.
Adopted.

The PrEsIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be
directed to proceed with and compete the work of finishing
the resetting of the fence on Tompkins Square.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the DBoard would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : .

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be
directed to proceed with and complete the work of shaping and
grading the southwest corner of Tompkins Square.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the aflirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

The PrRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be
directed to proceed with and complete the work of planting
trees and shrubs on Tompkins Square.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4,

Mount St. Vincent,
From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the build-
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ings at Mount St. Vincent are considerably out of repair, and
recommending the following repairs to be made, the cost of
which he estimates at $1,000, viz. :

To repair the veranda and entrance porch on south side of
principal building.

To repair the flooring and other portions of the rear veranda.

To repair the blinds.

To repair the woodwork in the south wing.

To paint the entire outside and all the blinds of the build-
ings with one good coat of paint.

The PrESIDENT moved that he be authorized to make an
agreement with the lessee of the refreshment saloon in said
building, to have.the repairs recommended by the Super-
intendent of Parks made under his directions, and that the
cost thereof, not exceeding $1,000, be deducted from the
amount payable by said lessee.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : '

Adyes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

. Menagerie.

The PrEsIDENT reported verbally and recommended that the
Director of the Menagerie be authorized to exchange a pair of
Kerry calves, which have been bred on the Central Park, for
the following animals and birds required in the Menagerie, viz.:
1 African porcupine, 4 monkeys and 3 parrots; and he pre-
sented a communication of the Director of the Menagerie,
stating the value of the calves at $30, and that of the animals
and birds mentioned at $50.

(Minutes, May 24, 1876, p. 62.)

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the report of the Pres-

ident be accepted and adopted.
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The PresipENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Museum of Natural History.

The PrESIDENT réported verbally that he had furnished to
the Trustees of the American Museum of Natural History the
information asked for by the resolutions presented at the last
meeting of the Board.

{Minutes, May 24, 1876, p. 61.)

Accepted.

Riverside Park, Sale of Houses,

Commissioner O’DoNOHUE moved that it be referred, with
power, to the President to prepare advertisements and have
. sold at public auction such houses on Riverside Park as he
may deem expedient to have removed prior to the construction
of said Park.

The PresipENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, a
majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there-
of, ag follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donchue, Wet-
more—.

John Tuomey, Inspector on Paving 3d Avenue.

Commissioner O’DoNoHUE moved that John Tuomey be ap-
pointed Inspector on the work of paving Third Avenue, in the
23d Ward, in place of John Meehan, lately appointed foreman,
on the Parks; that, as he has performed the duties of Inspector
since the 26th instant, his appointment take effect from that

date, and that his pay be fixed at $3.50 per day.
(Minutes, May 19 and 24, 18476, pp. 53 and 79.)
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there-
of, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

E. C. Morrison.
.Commissioner O’DoNonvE offered the following resolution :

Besolved, That from and after the 1st June, 1876, the salary
of Mr. E. C. Morrison, Superintendent of the 23d and 24th
Wards, be fized at $2,500 per annum.

(Minutes, March 8d, 1876, p. 665.)
Commissioner StEBBINS offered as a substitute therefor, the
following resolution :

Lesolved, That from and after the 1st June, 1876, the salary
of J. J. R. Croes, Civil and Topographical Engineer, be fixed
at $4,000 per annum, and that of Mr. E. C. Morrison, Super-
intendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, at $2,500 per annum.

The PrEsIDENT ruled that the motion was out of order, as the
subject of the salary of Mr. J. J. R. Croes was not before the
Board.

Commissioner STEBBINS appealed to the Board from the
ruling of the President.

The PrESIDENT then put the question whether the Board
would sustain his ruling, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive by the following vote :

:Ayjes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

The PrESIDENT then put the question whether the Board
would agree to the original resolution offered by Commissioner
O’Donohue, and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority
of all the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as
follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3,

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1,
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Reduction of Salaries.
Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That from and after June 1st, 1876, the salaries of
the undermentioned employés be reduced to the amounts per
annum set opposite to their names respectively, viz.

J. J. R. Croes, Civil and Topographical Engineer.. . . From $5,000 to $4,000
Frederick Law Olmsted, Landscape Architect............ 6,000 5,000
Julius Munckwitz, Supt. of Parks and Supt'g Archt...... “ B, 000 4 000
Wm. Irwin, Secretary........ .o it ienin... “ 4,500 “« 3,500
H. A. Ma.rtm Chief Clerk, Office of D.and S............ “ 3,000 “ 2,500
Geo. S. G‘rreene, Engineer,of Construction................ “ 5,000 “ 4,600

Commissioner O’DoNoHUE moved that said resolution be
laid on the table.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion moved by Commissioner O’'Donohue, and
it was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the
members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the salary of Mr.J.J. R.
Croes, Civil and Topographical Engineer, be fixed from and
after June 1st, 1876, at $4,000 per annum.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the nega-
- tive, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore-—2.

Noes—Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue—2.

Isaac Evans.

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Isaac Evans, Assistant
Secretary, be, and hereby is, discharged from the employment
of the Department.

The PreSIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined, in the affirmative,
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows: ‘
' Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’'Donohue, Wetmore—3.
No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Geo. C. Coffin,

The PrEsIDENT moved that Mr. Geeorge C. Coffin be appointed

Assistant Secretary, from and after June 1st, 1876, at a salary
of $1,800 per annum.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor

thereof, as follows :
Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore—3.
No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

D. P. Lord.

Commissioner O'DoNoEUE moved that from and after June
1st, 1876, the salary of Mr. D. P. Lord, First Clerk, be fixed at
the sum of $2,400 per annum.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

James C. Hawley.
Commissioner O’DoNOHUE moved that Mr. James C. Hawley
be appointed a clerk, from and after June 1st, 1876, and that

his salary be fixed at $1,200 per annum.
The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows:
Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donchue, Wetmore—3.
No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Henry Koster, J. B. Andrews.

Commissioner O'DoNoHUE moved that Mr. Henry Koster,
Captain, and Mr. J. B. Andrews, Foreman, both of whom have
been heretofore suspended, be, and hereby are, discharged from

the employment of the Department.
(Minutes, March 5, 1875, p. 560 and March 30, 1876, p. 725.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

W. Van Valkenburgh. .

Commissioner O’DoNoEHUE moved that from and after June
1st, 1876, the salary of Mr. Wm. Van Valkenburgh, Disbursing
Clerk, be fixed at the sum of $3,000 per annum.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbing—1.

Wm. A, Conklin.

Commissioner O’DoNoBUE moved that from and after June
1st, 1876, the salary of Mr. Wm. A. Conklin, Director of the
Menagerie, be fixed at the sum of $2,000 per annum.

The PreSIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :
Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—S3.
No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

_ J. F. Belton.

Commissioner O’DoNoHUE moved that Mr. Joseph F. Belton,
Clerk, be, and he is hereby, discharged, from the employment
of the Department.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would -
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore—3.
No—Stebbins—1.

: John F. Carroll.

Commissioner O’DoNoHUE moved that Mr. John F. Carroll
be appointed, from and after June 1, 1876, a Clerk in place of
Mr. J. F. Belton, discharged, and that his salary be fixed at
$1,200 per annum.

The PrESIiDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : _

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Wm. R. Kingsland.
Commissioner O'DoxoHUE moved that Mr. Wm. R. Kings-
land be appointed Property Clerk from and after June 1st,
1876 ; that his salary be fixed at $1,000 per annum, and that
he be required to execute a bond, with two responsible sureties,
in the sum of $2,500 for the faithful discharge of his duties, as
required by the by-laws.
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' The PRrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.
No—Commissioner Stebbins.

Suspension of Laborers,
Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution :

Besolved, That hereafter no laborer, mechanic or team in the
employ of this Department shall be suspended or discharged
by the Superintendent or Foremen (unless for the following
causes, viz., neglect of duty, intoxication, want of work, or in-
efficiency,) without first notifying the Board of the same for its
action in the matter. When men are suspended for either of
the reasons noted above, they shall have a proper trial before
the Superintendent within two days after said suspension, and
a report from the Superintendent shall bé submitted to the
Board with his recommendation for its final action.

(Minutes, May 19, 1876, p. 54.)

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the negative,
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor
thereof, as follows: :

.Ayes——Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore—2.

Noes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue—2.

Laborers Pay-Roll,
Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be re-

quested to prepare and submit to the Board, at the next meet-
ing, a reply to the letter of the Comptroller of the city, dated

the 11th May, 1876, and printed on page 39 of the Minutes.
' (Minutes, May 19th, 1876, p. 39.)

Adopted.
Menagerie Grounds. )

The PrESIDENT presented a plan for the arrangement of the
grounds and houses of the animals of the Menagerie, and
moved that the ground plan of the arrangement of the land
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be approved and adopted, and that the Superintendent of
Parks be directed to submit an estimate of the cost of enclos-
ing the grounds with a wire fence.

The PrRE<IDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4. '

On motion of the PresmENT, the Board adjourned to meet
on Friday, the 2d June, 1876, at 4 o’clock p. M.
‘Wn. IrwIN,
Secretary D. P. P.
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] * FRIDAY, JUNE 24, 1876.

ADIJOURNED MEETING—4 O’CLOCK P. M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.
“ ‘WETMORE.

A communication was received from Commissioner Stebhins,
N stating that he was unable to be present.

A quorum not being present, the meeting adjournedwithout
‘transacting any business.

Wu. IrwWIN,
Secretary?D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7th, 1876.

REcULAR MEETING—10 O'CLOCK A. M.

Present—Commissioner STEBBINS.

A quorum not being present, the meeting adjourned without
transacting any business, to meet on Friday, the 9th instant,
at 3 o’clock p. M.

‘Wu. IRWIN,
Secretary D. P. P,
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FRIDAY, JUNE 9th, 1876.

ApsourNED MEETING—3 O’CLOCK P. M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.
“ STEBBINS.
“ O’DONOHUE.
¢ ‘WETMORE.

The minutes of the preﬁous meetings of May 31st, June
2d and Tth, 1876, were read and approved.

Manhattan Square.

Before proceeding Wlth the order of business, the PRESIDENT
moved that Mr. Samuel B. Ruggles, who wished to be heard
in reference to the 1mprovement of Manhattan Square, be re-
ceived.

Adopted.

Mr. Ruggles then addressed the Board with reference to
that subject, and urged the immediate improvement of the
square, and handed in a written statement in relation thereto,
which was received, and on motion of Commissioner WETMORE,
referred to the President to report upon.

The following communications were then presented and
. read:

Tompkins Square,
From his Honor the Mayor, calling the attention of the De-
partment to the condition of Tompkins Square, and asking
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why the work on said square was discontinued last year and
not resumed as yet.
(Minutes, May 31, 1876, p. 75.)

The PrESIDENT submitted the following report, which he had
prepared in reply to the communication of his Honor the
Mayor, and moved that it be approved and forwarded to his
Honor the Mayor.

Adopted.

REPORT ON THE SUBJECT OF TOMPKINS SQUARE.

I.—The plan of this square provides a central quadrangle,
with a gravel surface, for a military parade ground, leaving
triangular spaces at each corner of the square, to be planted
and treated as parks.

Provision is made at the southwest corner for a mound or
terrace, from which the parade ground can be overlooked, and
in the northwest corner for an ornamental arbor and fountain.

IT.—The money used in this improvement was obtained by
act of the Legislature in 1875. The passage of the act was
advocated by Commissioners Martin and O’Donohue, who
visited Albany for that purpose, and they encountered no other
opposition except that which came from the Comptroller of the
city.

IT1.—On the 29th June, 1875, Tompkins Square was in-
cluded in the list of works which the Board ordered to be pro-
ceeded with. ’

Next in order was the appointment of men to proceed with
these works, but two of the Commissioners, Messrs. Stebbins
and Williamson, would not consent that any men should be
employed on Tompkins Square.

On 23d September, the Board gave directions for proceed-
ing with the work of construction, which included Tompking
Square, Mr. Stebbins alone voting against it. The requisitions
for men to carry on this work were complied with to the extent
of one-half that were required, so that little progress was made
upon this work, owing to the insufficient number of men em-
ployed. = Successive motions were made by Commissioner
Martin on 2d and 23d October, for additional laborers on the
parks other than the Central Park, the first of which was
adopted and the second rejected.

After the commencement of the work on Tompkins Square,

in September, its prosecution was therefore delayed by the re-

N
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fusal of the Board to employ a sufficient number of men
upon it.

IV.—TIn November the Comptroller refused to pay the labor-
ers at work on this square, on the ground that the work should
be done by contract and not by the day. Delay was occa-
sioned upon the pay-rolls as follows :

Pay-roll of November 6 was not paid until December 1.

Pay-roll of November 20 was not paid until December 14.

On the 13th of December Mr. Stebbins moved to reduce the
force employed on Tompkins Square to 30 men, and the motion
was lost.

‘Owing to the legal objections raised to the prosecution of
this work by the day, and the winter season, the work was dis-
continued in January, 1876.

In voting on this subject Commissioners . Stebbins and
Williamson stated at the time that, while they approved of the
work, they were influenced in their opposition by the opinion of
the Comptroller that the work could be done only by contract
and not by the day, and the statement of the Counsel to the
Corporation that the question was doubtful.

The work which might therefore easily have been completed
in 1ihe summer and fall of 1875, was delayed until the spring
of 1876.

V.—On the 18th of March, 1876, a report was made of
the work necessary for the completion of Tompkins Square,
and specifications were ordered for the grading of the central
quadrangle and setting the curb. That was all the work tha
at that time the Board consented to order. :

Bids were received on those proposals, and the contract sub-
sequently awarded to Stephen Roberts, whose sureties have
not yet presented themselves for approval, or been approved
by the Comptroller, and the work has therefore not been com-
menced. .

In case the contract should not go forward, a great deal of
delay will be occasioned in obtaining a new contract, and the
owners of property in the vicinity have made an application to
the Board of Aldermen to give the Department authority to do
it by days’ work. '

Since the change in the Board on 1st May, 1876, the plans
for the square have been taken up, and the work, except the
arbor in the northwest corner, has been ordered to be prose-
cuted.

f From the Comptroller of the city, returning the proposal of
Mr. Stephen Roberts for grading and setting curb on Tomp-
kins Square, without his approval of the sureties, and stating
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that Mr. Roberts desired to substitute Mr. Bernard Maloney
as a surety in place of Mr. Frank Vilt, one of the original
sureties proposed.

(Minutes, May 19, 1876, p. 52.)

The PresIDENT moved that the substitution of Mr. Bernard
Maloney in place of Mr. Frank Vilt, as a surety upon the con-
tract for grading and setting curb on Tompkins Square, be ap-
proved and consented to.

The PrEsIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes-——Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Unexpended Balances, 1875.

From the Comptroller of the city, calling attention to his
request that this Department should adopt a resolution con-
senting ‘““to the transfer by the Board of Estimate and Appor-
“ tionment, to such purposes as they may deem proper,” of the
unexpended balances of 1875.

(Minutes, April 21, 1876, p. 761.)

The PrESIDENT submitted and read the following reply to
said communication, and moved that it be approved, and that
the Executive Committee be discharged from the further con-
sideration of the subject.

Adopted. '

[BEPLY.]

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,
' 36 Union Square.

New York, June 9, 1876.
Hon. Axprew H, GrEex,
Comptreller of the City:
Sir,—In answer to your letter of the Ist of June, requesting this Department

to authorize the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to transfer any unex-
pended balance of appropriations to this Department for the year 1875, not required
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for the purposes thereof, we beg to say that all the unexpended balances are re-
quired for the purposes of this Department.
Respectfully,
(Signed) W R. MARTIN,
President D. P. P.

Contract System,
From the Counsel to the Corporation as follows :—

Law DEPARTMENT,
OrFricE oF THE COUNSEL 10 THE CORPORATION.

New Yorg, June 2d, 18%76.
Hon, Wu R. MarTIN,
President of the Department of Public Parks:

Sir,—Some months since, when the pay of the laborers who had been employed
upon the improvement of Tompkins Square was under consideration, I was re-
quested by the Comptroller to give an opinion whether the contract system, as
laid down in the charter, applied to the Department of Public Parks and to the
work done under the authority of your Board.

At that time I postponed the consideration of the question, promising that, at
some future date, I would take it up and express my opinion. Ihave done so,
and deem it proper at this time, before the summer work has been largely entered
upon, to say that, in my opinion, the general provisions of the charter, with re-
gard to doing work by contract, apply with equal force to the Park Department
as to the other departments of the city government. The language of the charter
creating the present Department of Public Parks provides that they ¢ shall have
“all the powers and duties belonging to the Department or Commissioners of
* Parks not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act.”

The 91st section provides that “ whenever any work is necessary to be done to
“ complete or perfect a particular job, or any supply is needful for a particular
“ purpose, which work and job is necessarily undertaken or supply furnished for
“ the Corporation, and the several parts of the said works or supply shall to-
“gether involve the expenditure of more than $1,000, the same shall be by
““ contract,” with certain exceptions thereafter named.

I think that these two provisions, quoted together, clearly show that the gen-
eral contract system, as provided for by the charter, apply to the Park Department
as well as to the other departments of city government.

I am, Sir,
Yours respectfully,
(Signed) Wu. C. Wairnzy,
Counsel to the Corperation.

Filed.

) Engineers, &c., employed on Construction.
From the Counsel to the Corporation as follows : —

Law DEPARTMENT,
OFF1cE OF THE COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION,

New York, May 81, 1876.
Hon, Wu. R. MarTIN, .
President of the Department of Public’ Parks :

Sir,—In your letter to me of the 22d instant, you quote the langunage used by the
Board of Estimate and Apportionment in making appropriations for the Depart-
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ment of Public Parks for the year 1876. You also state that the language so
used does not appear to control any other than maintenance moneys, which the
Board was appropriating, and that said Board has no control over construction
moneys to be raised upon city parks improvement fund stock, under chapter 608
of the Laws of 1875. You also state that you are doing certain construction
work, and that there is no surplus left for the payment of the expenses of such
work out of the amounts appropriated by the Board of Estimate and Apportion-
ment, and you request to be advised whether you can put engineers, axemen,
chainmen, redmen, &e., on construction works on pay-rolls for that work and pay
them in that way out of such construction money.

The question now submitted by you was considered at the request of the then
President of the Department of Parks by this Department in the year 1874, after a
very full examination of the matter, an opinion was given to the effect that while
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment could limit and control the expendi-
tures of the Park Department, so far as the same were payable out of moneys to
be raised by taxation, the Board had no control whatever over the disposition of
moneys to be raised upon bonds issued under special acts of the Legislature. (See
City Record of July 22d, 1874, page 783.)

I concur in this view of the matter, and am of the opinion that you can, there-
fore, employ engineers, axemen, chainmen, rodmen, &c., upon construction works and
pay them out of the moneys to be provided under Chapter 608 of the Laws of 1875.

I am, Sir, .
Yours respectfully,
(Signed) Wx. C. WaiTNEY,
Counsel to the Corporation.

(Minutes, May 19th, 1876, p. 51.)
Filed.

City Hall Park Pavement.

From the Counsel to the Corporation, with reference to the
notice given to this Department by Messrs. Van Santvoord &
Hauff, on behalf of their client, Mr. J. J. Schillinger, asking
that Mr. Schillinger’s patents be respected in the work of lay-
ing the pavement on the walks of the City Hall Parks, in which

he states, ¢ Mr. Gunther is to give a bond * * * with two
“ sureties, which will undoubtedly prevent the city from loss
“ by reason of any claim for damages on the part of Mr. Schil-
¢ linger, and any trouble by reason of an injunction restraining
“ the laying of the pavement may be avoided by inserting in
“ the contract a clause permitting the Department, in case an
‘ injunction is granted, to rescind the contract. :

“ I enclose herewith a form of such a provision, which I re-
¢ commend should be inserted in the contract. This provision
“ has been submitted to Mr. Gunther and his counsel, and
“ they consent to execute a contract with such provision in it.”

(Minutes, May 24th, 1876, p. 63.)
Commissioner O’DononvE moved that said communication
be filed and that the provision recommended by the Counsel to
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the Corporation be inserted in the contract awarded to Mr. H.
A. Gunther.
Adepted.

Fountaing,

From the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works,
asking that all the fountains be closed between the hours of 7
o’clock . M. and 9 o’clock A. M., on account of the limited sup-
ply of water. '

Referred to the President, with power.

Safe,
From the Police Department, stating that instructions have
been given to Captain Hedden, of the Thirty-third Precinet,
to deliver to this Department the safe now in his custody and
which formerly belonged to the town of Morrisiana.
Referred to the President, with power.

Willis Avenue, &ec.

From the Health Department, forwarding a copy of a report
of Assistant Sanitary Inspector Comfort upon the condition of
the sewerage in Willis Avenue and the adjoining streets.

Referred to the Engineer of Construction to report upon.

Sewarage and drainage of the 23d and 24th Wards.
From the Health Department, forwarding a copy of the fol-
lowing preambles and resolution adopted at a meeting of the

Board of Health, held on the 6th inst., viz. :

““ Whereas, The subject of sewerage and drainage in the Twenty-third and
Twenty-fourth Wards is constantly pressed upon this Board; and

Whereas, The health of these wards is seriously jeopardized by the want of
adequate provision for drainage and sewerage ; therefore

Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks be and is hereby respectfully
requested to give this snbject their earnest consideration.

Referred to the President to reply.

Ball and Croquet, &c., on the Central Park.
From the Landscape Architect, recommending as follows :
1. That ball playing by the public school boys be allowed on
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the Green on Saturday afternoons, the rules heretofore apply-
ing to ball playing on the Ball Ground being enforced, and a
way being made across the transverse road from the Ball
Ground house to the Green.

2. That ball playing be permitted on the North Meadow on
Wednesday afternoons under similar regulations.

3. That ladies be allowed to play croquet on the Green on
Wednesdays.

4. That little children accompanied by their mothers or
nurses be allowed to walk or play on the East Green.

5. That the Green and the North Meadows be made common
under the usual regulations on Sundays.

6. That the foregoing permissions shall hold good only when
the turf is in fair condition, and that it shall be the duty of
the Superintendent of Parks to suspend them whenever the
ground is excessively wet or excessively dry.

7. That a flag-staff shall be set up in each ground and suit-
able flags set daily to indicate when it is closed against all
visitors and when 1t is open and for what purpose.

(Minutes, May 14, 1875, p. 28.)
The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received
and filed and that the recommendations therein be adopted by
the Board.

 Adopted.

Laborers, &c.
- From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that to carry out
the work ordered on Tompkins Square, he requires the follow-
ing additional laborers, &c.—2 blacksmiths, 10 horses and
carts, 60 laborers and 2 foremen.

(Minutes, May 31, 1876, p. 75.)

Laid over until the next meeting of the Board.

East River Park,
From Mr. James Hogg, again complaining of the manner in
which the East River Park is conducted by Mr. Sulzer, who

at present occupies it.
(Minutes, May 31, 1876, p. 72.)
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The PrESIDENT moved that said communication be filed and
that the Superintendent of Parks be directed to carry out the
improvements to the East River Park as recommended by the
Landscape Architect.

(Minutes, May 10, 1876, p. 12.)

The PrRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that to carry out
the improvements to the East River Park, as recommended by
the Landscape Architect, he requires the following additional
laborers, &c.—40 laborers, 2 foremen, 6 carpenters.

The PrESIDENT moved that the laborers, foremen and car-
penters required by the Superintendent of Parks for the East
River Park, as mentioned in his communication, be employed.

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said motion be amended
by adding at the end thereof the foliowing, “ and that the pay
of the laborers be fixed at the rate of 20 cents per hour.”

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said amendment, and it was determined in the nega-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore—2.

Noes—Commissioners Martin, O’'Donohue—2.

Commissioner WETMORE then offered the following resolution
as a substitute for the motion moved by the President, viz. :

Resolved, That before the laborers, foremen and carpenters
required by the Superintendent of Parks for the Kast River
Park, as mentioned in his communication, are employed, their
rates of pay be fixed.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
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agree to said substitute resolution, and it was determined in
the negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not
voting in favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore—2.

Noes—~Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue—2.

The PresipENT then put the question whether the Board
would agree to said original motion, and it was determined
in the negative, a majority of all the members of the Board
not voting in favor thereof, as follows;

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue—2.

Noes—Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore—2.

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that the Landscape
Architect be directed to report whether the improvements on
the FEast River Park, recommended by him, can be executed
by contract.

Adopted.

~ 0ld Iron Hoops.

From the Property Clerk, reporting that there is a large
quantity of old iron hoops on hand, and asking instructions in
relation to them.

Referred to the President, with power.

Mason for 23d and 24th Wards, .

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-
fourth Wards, stating that he requires a mason for a short
time. ‘

The PresIDENT moved that a mason be employed, as required
by the Superintendent Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth
Wards.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
- agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-



June 9, 1876.] 101

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4,

"Southern Boulevard.
From Mr. Samuel E. Lyon and from Mr. John J. Crane,
complaining of the condition of the Southern Boulevard, and
stating that, unless immediate repairs are made to it, the road
will be badly damaged.
Filed.

C. Vaux, Architect.
From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, notifying the Department
that he has entered into partnership with Mr. Geo. K. Radford,
who will be prepared to act for him in relation to the plans of
the Museums of Natural History and of Art, when neces-
sary.
Filed.

Museum of Natural History.

From Mr. John Mahoney, stating that, in making his pro-
posal for plastering the Museum of Natural History, he did
not estimate for scratching the first coat of brown mortar, but
that the Superintending Architect requires him to do so, and
asking an extra allowance therefor of $984.

Also, stating that the specifications only call for one coat of
brown mortar on the soffits of the stairs, but that the work
cannot be properly done without two coats, the first of which
should be scratched, and asking an extra allowance therefor
of $518.

(Minutes, May 19, 1876, p. 43.)

Mr. J. Munckwitz, the Superintending Architect, and Mr.

G. K. Radford, on behalf of Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, were then
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received, and after hearing their explanation of the terms of
the speciflcations,
The PruSIDENT offered the following resolution :

Lesolved, That Mr. J. Mahoney, the contractor for the work of
plastering the Museum of Natural History building, be in-
formed that the proper interpretation of his contract calls for two
coats of plaster and a hard finish, all to be done and executed
to the satisfaction of the Department and the Architects and
Superintendents, and that no extra allowance can be made for
so doing.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Architect and Superin-
tending Architect to report if any additional work than that
called for by the specifications is required on the soffits, and if
80, to report a fair and reasonable amount to be allowed to the
contractor therefor.

Adopted.

Claremont Hotel.

From Mr. J. G. Keator, lessee of the Claremont Hotel, on
Riverside Park, asking that the roof of the hotel be repaired,
and also stating that if his rent is reduced from $75 to $50 per
month, he will make all necessary repairs to said hotel at his
own cost and expense.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the rent payable by said
J. G. Keator be reduced from and after June 1st, 1876, to $50
per month, on condition that he makes all necessary repairs to
said hotel, and that he keeps the same in good repair there-
after, and that it be referred to the President to enter into an

agreement with him to that effect.
(Minutes, Feb’y. 8, 1875, p. 510.)

Adopted.

Claim of W. H. Johnson.
From Mr. W. H. Johnson, claiming $36 for 300 feet of bitu-
minous walk, laid in Central Park over twelve years ago.
(Minutes, Nov. 5, 1873, p. 381.)
Commissioner STEBBINS moved that, inasmuch ag said claim
had bheretofore been examined by the Department, and re-



June 9, 1876.] 103

jected, that the present application be also rejected, and that
Mr. Johnson be so notified.
-Adopted.

Fireworks, Abingdon Square.

From the Clerk of the Board of Aldermen, forwarding a
petition from Mr. G. B. Deane, Jr., and others, residents of the
Ninth Ward, asking that an appropriation of $250 be made

for fireworks at Abingdon Square on the 4th July.
(Minutes, April 8, 1876, p, 744.)
Referred to the Landscape Architect.

Booth on Battery Park.

From Mr. J. P. Ryan, asking permission to erect a booth or
stand on the Battery Park.
Referred to the Landscape Architect to report upon.

Audit.
Commissioner O’DoNoHUE, the Chairman of the Auditing
Committee, presented the following two reports :

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same
to the Board for approval :

Affleck, Wm., & Co., oats, straw, corn,
ehC. i e Maint. and Govmt.
P.andP. ..... $210 95
Bell, Thos., single harness............. Maint, 23d and
24th Wards. ... 45 00
Barrow, Jas. 8., & Co., brushes. .. ......Maint. and Govmt.
P.andP....... $7 08
Surveying, laying
out, ete., 23d and
24th Wards.. .. 42
750

Croes, J. Jas. R., petty expenses,....... Surveying, laying
out, etc., 28d and
and 24th Wards. 54 23
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Campbell, A, W, filling,..............City Parks Impt.

Dunne, Thos., flagstones...............Maint, 23d and
24th Wards. ..
Gordon, Robt., Actg. Treas., expenses

Museum of Art...................Maint. and Govmt.

P.andP.......
Faure, Alfred, plants, ...... .......... City Parks Impt.
Fund.........

Gold and Stock Telegraph Co., rent of
line, May....coovievarns vovinnnn City Parks Imp.
Fund..........
Maint. and Govm$
P.and P.......
Hosp, F. Philip, plants................ City Parks Impt.
Fund..........
Jenks, B. T.,locks, ......covvvvnnnt. Museum of Natl,
History........

King, Joseph, keep of horse............Surveying, laying
out, ete., 23d and
24th Wards. ...

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas-meter. . . .Maint. and Govmt.

: P.and P.......
Moffat, David & Co., leather and sheep

SEINB. et vev e Maint, and Govmt.

P.and P.......

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas-meter. . Maint. and Govmt,

Pand P.......

Parsons, 8. B., & Sons, trees and plants.City Parks Imp.

Fund..........

Raynolds, C. T., paints................ City Parks Impt

Fund..........

Maint. and Govmt,

P.andP......

Tatham & Bros., bar tin...............Maint. and Govim’t

Wall's Sons, Wm., manila rope.........Maint. and Govin’t

§46 88

15 62

§16 75

2 50

[Pridey,

$3,486

322

62

207

13

30

5

15

129

59

50

85

00

50

50

00

00

50

60

5

55

25

62
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Valentine & Briggs, rent of office...... Maint.,, 28d and
24th Wards. . .. $40 00
$6,703 67
RECAPITULATION.
Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. ....... $1,906 25
City Parks Improvement Fund.... .............c..n. 4,292 27
Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards.................. 407 50
Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, &c...... 84 65
Museum of Natural History. .. ......oo. veiiieiiinunen 13 00

$6,703 67

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of sixty.seven hundred and three
dollars and sixty-seven cents.

(Signéd) JosepH J. O’'DoxonvE, | Auditing
H. G. STEBBINS, Committee.

New York, June 8th, 1876.

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same
to the Board for approval:

Ames Plow Co., spades................ Maint, and Govm't
P.and P....... $27 20
Bartlett, J. W, globes, tops, etc........ Maint. and Govm’t
" P.andP....... $161 30

Harlem R. B. Reps.
Imp. and M..... 34 00

—_— 195 80

Crimming, J. D. & T. E., building stone..City Parks Im-
provementF.... 200 25

Colgate, Robt., & Co., white lead... ..... City Parks Impt.
Fund ...... ... 31 50

Cooper, Hewitt & Co., wire... ........ Maint. and Govm't
P.andP....... 27 72

Ives, Murphy & Bonar, hats........... Maint, and Govm’t .

v Poand P....... 96 25

" Hunter, Keller & Co., iron pipe........Museum Natural
History....... 51 95
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Irwin, Wm,, petty expenses. .. ......... Maint. and Govm’t
P.andP....... $20 73
City Parks Impt.

Fund ......... 17 59
Maint. 23d and
24th Wards.. .. 1 00
Music Central
Park.......... 1 00
$40 32
Johnson, J. O., putting up awnings..... Maint. and Govm't
P andP....... 5 25
Judd Linseed & Sperm Oil Co., sperm
ol cevn e e Maint, and Govm’t
P.andP....... $67 16
Harlem R. B. Reps.
Imp. and M .... 19 36
87 12
Mallory & Co., paints and varnish.... City Parks Impt.
Fund........... $8 00
Maint, and Govmt.
P.oandP........ 7 50
15 50
_ Morgan, J. P., Treas,, expenses Mus, Nat'l
Hist,..oovviiiiiiiiiaiiiinon Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P...... 220 54
Roosevelt, Saml., & Co,, nails, oilers, and
bolts,.......eot e eetraaaias City Parks Impt.
Fund......... $13 72
Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P....... 4 63
18 35
Slattery, Jas., building stone.......... City Parks Impt.
Fund ......... 109 50
Sanderson Bros. & Co.,steel........... Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P...... 24 80
Vanderbilt Bros., grass seed........... Maint. and Govmt.
P,and P...... 163 75
Wall’'s, Wm., Sons, rope. .o ovvvvereren. Maint. and Govmt,

PoandP....... 9 80
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Wiebusch & Hilger Hardware Co., grass,

hooks, ete....... ............. Maint. and Govm'l
P andP..... 28 36
y ' $1,353 46
P -
RECAPITULATION.
Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. .. ..... £865 59
City Parks Improvement Fund ............cocovnen... 380 56
Harlem River bridges, repairs, improvement and maint. . . 53 36
Museum Natural History.........oveeineneeernennnn... 51 95
Music—Central Park.........o.uvvriiiirirnennnnnen. 100
Maintenance, etc., 28d and 24th Wards. .. ............... 1 00
—_ $1,353 46
Amounting to thirteen hundred and fifty-three dollars and forty-six cents.
N
(Signed)  Joserm J. O’'Doxouve, | Auditing
H. G. SteBrINS, Commiltee.
f New York, June 8th, 1876.

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment.

! The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : .
_ Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue Wet-
ly = more—4.
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Treasurer’s Report.

The TrEASURER presented the following report, which was
ordered to be printed in the minutes :

Department of Public Parks, in account with
Joseph J. O Donohue, Treasurer.

1876. CR,
May 1%7. By balance............. e et $2,129 53
May 17) ¢ cash received from rents, licenses, grass and
to pound. ... 845 60
June 4 — 2,975 13
18176. DR.
May 17
to To cash paid into City Treasury............. 630 27
June 7 ).
June 7. ¢ balanee.......iiiiiieriiiiiiie i, 2,344 86
—_— $2,975 13

(Signed) Josepu J. O'Doxonte,
’ Treasurer, D. P. P.
Wednesday, June 7, 1876.
9.30 A, M.

Mount St. Vincent.

The PrESIDENT presented an agreement which he had pre-
pared providing for the repairs to Mount St. Vincent by Mr.
C. Ryan, the cost of which, not exceeding $1,000, shall be
deducted from the amount payable by said C. Ryan.

Commissioner O’Donohue moved that said agreement be
approved, and that the President be authorized to execute
same for and on behalf of this Department.

(Minutes, May 31, 1876, p. 77.)

Adopted.

Laborers’ Pay-rolls.

The PrEsipENT submitted and read the following reply, which

he had prepared in answer to the letter of the Comptroller of

the city dated the 11th May, 1876.
(Minutes, May 81, 1876, p. 84.)
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DeparTMENT OF PUBLIO PARKs,
36 Union Square.

New Yorxk, June 9, 1876.
Hon, AxprEw H. GREEN,
Comptroller City of New York:

Sm,—At a meeting of this Department on 31st May, 1876, Commissioner Steb-
bins moved that “ the President be requested to prepare and submit to the Board
at the next meeting, a reply to the letter of the Comptroller of the city, dated 11th
May, 1876, and printed on page 39 of the minutes.”

In accordance with this request the attention of the Comptroller is called to
sections 2, 3 and 4 of the letter addressed to him on the 17th May, 1876, and
printed on the same page (39) of the minutes, a copy of which is enclosed. They
show the works or purposes for which the charges are made against the dif-
ferent, accounts with sufficient distinetness ““to enable the Finance Department to
audit the pay-rolls of this Department.”

The sufficiency is established by the fact that on precisely such a showing the
successive pay-rolls of the Department have been audited from 1873 to the present
time.

There are no records in this Department “showing the rule or method adopted
by it for making the distribution of the amounts charged against the several,
accounts.” The method in use is explained to you in the 4th section of the letter
of the 17th May, above referred to. It is based upon, and is in conformity with,
the forms heretofore prescribed by you under section 29 of the Charter of 1873,

To the prescription that you make pursuant to that section, that in all pay-rolls
of this Department presented to your Department for payment, ¢ the different
works or purposes shall be specified for which each of the charges against the
different accounts are made, to enable the Finance Department to verify the dis-
tribution of the different amounts, and audit the pay-rolls correctly "—we answer,
first, that this is already done in the forms prescribed by you, and now in use, and
secondly, that if you purpose, in pursuance of the 29th section, to prescribe other
or different ““forms for keeping and rendering the accounts,” you should do so
by examining the forms now in use, and making such changes in them, or, new
forms, as you wish, and give them to us in time to put them in operation.

Yours respectfully, )
(Signed,)  Wwum. R. MarmIv,

President D. P. P,

Commissioner O’DoNoHUE moved that said letter be ap-
proved and that the President be requested to transmit same
to the Comptroller.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows: »

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1. ‘

Laborers’ pay. Letter to Comptroller. -
The PRrESIDENT submitted and read the following letter
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which he ‘had prepared, on the subject of the rate of the pay
of laborers, viz. :

DxrpsrRTMENT OF PuBLIc PARKS, }
36Union Square.
. New Yorxg, June 9th, 1876.
Hon. AnprEw H. GREEN,
Comptroller of the City:

Sir,—Below you will find a resolution offered at a meeting of this Department
on 31st May, 1876, and secondly, a resolution adopted at the same meeting under
which the first resolution was laid on the table.

Commissioner Stebbins offered the following reselution: “ Resolved, That when
‘“ the laborers, mechanics, dc., required by the Superintendent, as mentioned in his
* communication, are employed, their pay be fixed at the rates paid by the Depart-
“ ment of Public Works for similar deseription of work, and that it be referred to the
“ President to ascertain and report said rates of pay.” Commissioner Wetmore
offered the following resolution: ‘ Resolved, That the Comptroller of the city, as
“its financial officer, be respectfully requested to give this Departmenthis opinion
‘“ upon the propriety of reducing the wages now allowed to laborers, mechanics, &e.,
“to the rates now allowed by the Department of Public Works, and that the resolu-
“tien offered by Commissioner Stebbins in relation thereto be laid on the table
“until hisreply is received.”

The question embraced in this resolution has a gencral bearing on the financial
interests of the city, and on the measures necessray to relieve it from its burden of

debt and taxation. Whether the public works such as are within our province are -

prosecuted or postponed ; secondly, whether, if they are prosecuted, the work should
be done by contract or by the day; and thirdly, whether, if done by the day, the
wages should be $2.00, the rate we pay, or should be reduced to $1,60, the rate
paid by the Department mentioned in the resolution, are questions of prime
moment to every one who takes a comprehensive view of the city finances.

Your position upon the first and second of those questions, adversely to the prose-
cution of the works and in favor of the contract system when the work is under-
taken, has been repeatedly and publicly annonnced, and it cannot be that the third
question has escaped your attention, for it has been the subject of much discussion,
and its decision is as important as any question of economy in city expenditures.

In presenting these resolutions, it was for us to recall to you the attitude of this
Board in respect to this question,

During the year ending 1st May, 1876, five motions were made and lost for
the reduction of the wages. On each occasion they were voted for by Messrs.
Stebbins and Williamson, and voted against by Messrs. Martin and O’Donohue.
The present is the first time the question has }Zeen presented to the Board since
the change of its members. g

You perceive, therefore, the disposition of the Board on this question. It
would be fortified if you concurred in their action in keeping up the wages, at the
same time it leaves them ready to listen to the reasons in favor of reduction, if,
from your standpeint asthe head of the Finance Department, you favor the reduc-
tion, and present your reasons for it.

Respectfully,
Wi R. MarTiy,
President D. P. P,

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said letter be approved
and that the President be requested to forward it to the
Compfroller of the city.

. (Minutes, May 31st, 1876, p. 74.)
Adopted.
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Licenses.

The PrESIDENT reported verbally that he had made arrange-
- ments with the following licensees on the parks for a better
management of their several licenses in the future, and had, sub-
ject to the approval of the Department, agreed to reduce their
fees, viz. : ;

Thomas 8. Dick, boat service on the Lake,

C. J. Kane, boat service on Harlem Meer.

John Lincas, donkey service.

J. J. Snow, pony service.

Joseph Scott, novelty carriage service.

Isidor Isaac, goat carriage service.
(Minutes, May 24, 1876, p. 65.)

Commissioner O’Doxorve moved that said report be ac-
cepted, and that the final arrangements and the executing

of the agreements to said licensees, be referred to the Presi-
dent with power.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it’was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Park-keepers N. O’Hearn and James McCa}thy.
Commissioner O’DoNoHUE, whom the President had desig-
nated to conduct the trial of Park-keepers Nicholas O’Hearn
and James McCarthy, the first upon a charge of conversing for
twenty minutes while on duty, with a citizen ; and the latter on
a charge of arresting a Mr. Jas. A. Campbell without just
cause, reported that he had examined both cases at length, and
recommended that both charges be dismissed, and stated that
officer McCarthy had only done his duty in the arrest of Mr.
Campbell.
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The PrESIDENT moved that said report be accepted and
adopted by the Department.
Adopted.

Up-town Parks,

The PresipENT presented a report upon the proper treat-
ment of the Up-town Parks, and moved that it be received
and printed as a document of the Board.

(See Document No. 70.)

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’ Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Communication of the Comptroller of the city.

Commissioner STEBBINS presented a communication which
the Comptroller of the city had addressed to Commissioners
O’Donohue, Wetmore and himself, and moved that it be re-
ceived by the Board, as the communication related to public
business.

The PrestbENT ruled that the motion was out of order,
on the ground that the communication is a private one and is
not addressed to the Department.

Commissioner STeBBINS appealed to the Board from the

ruling of the President. '
- The PsESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
sustain his ruling, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’'Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Reduction of the Force in the 23d and 24th wards.
The PRESIDENT reported that the expenditures in the 23d and
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24th wards for the maintenance of the roads, &c., were larger
than the appropriation could afford, and moved that the force
employed in those wards be reduced by the discharge of
eighteen laborers and three double teams.

Adopted.

) Francis Hagan, Assistant-Foreman.

Commissioner O’DoXoHUE presented charges made by

Thomas Floyd, Jeremiah Sheehan and Maurice Doyle, against

Assistant-Foreman Francis Hagan, and moved that said

charges be filed and that the President appoint one of the
Commissioners to investigate said charges and report.

Adopted.

The PRESIDENT then appointed Commissioner O’Donohue to
investigate said charges.

High Bridge Park Hotel.

The PrEsIDENT moved that the lessee of the High Bridge

Park Hotel be authorized to extend the piazza of said hotel

on the east side, at his own expense and cost, and under the
supervision of the Superinterding Architect.

Adopted.

Bowling Green Fountain.

The PrESIDENT reported verbally that the repairs to the
fountain in the Bowling Green can properly be charged to the
“ City Parks Improvement Fund,” provided by Chap. 608,
Laws of 1875, and moved that the Superintendent be directed
to have said repairs made and that the cost thereof be charged

to said fund.
(Minutes, May 19, 1876, p. 55.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was detormined in the affirmative,
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.,

Entrances to Central Park,

The PrESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be
directed to have pier stones placed at each side of all the
entrances to the Central Park, which have not already been
ordered, except the entrances at Fifth Avenue and Fifty-ninth
Street and Eight Avenue and Fifty-ninth Street, and that the
walks, drives and turf be completed at all the entrances.

(Minutes, May 24th, 1876, p. 68.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows:

Adyes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Police.

The PresIDENT offered the following resolutions :

Resolved, That the appointments of Sergeants Pye, Van
Dohlen and Henry, be vacated, and that they be appointed
patrolmen, if they apply for such appointment within three
" days from this date.

Resolved, That the order, by the resolution of 8th October,
1875, detailing Sergeant Beatty on the lower city parks, be re-
scinded. ,

Resolved, That patrolmen Flock and Liebenau be, and are
hereby, appointed sergeants.

’ (Minutes October 8th, 1875, p. 827.)

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said resolutions and the
subject of the police force be laid over for consideration at a
future meeting.

Adopted.

James McNally. .
The PrESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be
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authorized to transfer James McNally, rockman, to the position
" of skilled laborer, at the rate of pay of $2.25 per day.
(Minutes, September 29th, 1875, p. 297.)

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of, all members of the board voting in favor there- -
of, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, -Wet-
more—4. .

Reports of Meteorological Observatory for 1874 and 1875,

The PrESIDENT moved that he be authorized to make requi-
sition on the Board of City Record for the printing of 500
copies of the report of the Director of the Meteorological Ob-
servatory for the years 1874 and 1875, in advance of the pub-
" lication of the 4th general report.
~ Adopted.

Commissioner Wetmore left the meeting at this point.

The PrESIDENT then presented and read the following com-
munications : ' »
Senate and Assembly Bills,
From the Comptroller of the city, asking this Department
under what ordinance or other authority the claim of Mr.
Sanders Wilson for supplying printed copies of the Senate and
Assembly bills of last Session of the Legislature to this Depart-
ment can be charged to the “ City Parks Improvement Fund.”
: . (Minutes, January 18, 1876, p. 540.)
Referred to the President to reply.
Gardening Force,
From the Landscape Architect, stating that unless more
assistance is given to the Superintending Gardener, the young
plantations may be seriously injured, and recommending that
three gardeners be appointed immediately, and that ten extra
laborers be allowed to work under the orders of the Superin-
tending Gardener during the remainder of the present month.
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* Commissioner O’DoxonvE moved that said communication
and the employing of the gardeners and transferring of the
laborers required be referred to the President, with power.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue—3.

Water in Central Park,

From the Landscape Architect, recommending that the De-
partment of Public Works should. be requested to allow a larger
supply of water to the Central Park than has usually been
allowed from the Croton Water Works.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be request-
ed to communicate with the Commissioner of the Department
of Public Works in relation to said subject.

- Adopted.

Andrew McTail and Karl Deusen.

From Mr. Andrew McTail and also from Mr. Karl Deusen
applying to be appointed on the pblice force.

Laid on the table.

-Religious Services on the Parks.

From Mr, Horace Winans, asking permission to hold religious
services on the lower city parks on Sundays.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that Mr. Winans be informed
that it is contrary to the established policy and rules of the
Department to grant permission for the holding of religious
services on the public parks.

(Minutes, July 21, 1875, p. 142.)

Adopted.
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J. D. Armstrong, Inspector.
From the Engineer of Construetion, stating that on visiting
the work of paving Third Avenue, on the 8th inst., he found that
Inspector J. D. Armsirong was absent and had not been on the
work since eleven o’clock a. m. the day before.
(Minutes, April 21, 1876, p. 772.)
Referred to the President to examine and report.

Concord Avenue,

The President then reported verbally that the opinion of the

Counsel to the Corporation dated Dec. 1st, 1875, upon the con-

dition of Concord Avenue and the laws affecting the prosecu-

- tion of the work, was the best explanation of the subject which

could be given to the Board of Aldermen, and he moved that
a copy of said opinion be sent to that Board.

' (Minutes, May 31, 1876, p. 71.)

Adopted.

On motion of Commissioner O’DoNoHUE, the Board adjourned
at 6.25 o’clock ». u., to meet on Wednesday, the 14th inst., at
9 o’clock a. M. _

Wy, IrwiN,
Secretary D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY JUNE, i4th, 1876.

Ap3ourRNED MEETING—9 O’CLOCK A. M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.
“ STEBBINS,
“ O’DoNOHUE.
“ WETMORE.

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of
the previous meeting of the 9th inst. was dispensed with.

The following communications were presented and read :

Central Bridge.

. From the Comptroller of the city, calling the attention of
this Department to the fact that the repairs of Central Bridge
exceed $1,000, and asking whether said work has been author-
ized to be done without contract, as required by section 91 of

the Charter.
(Minutes, July 27th, 1875, p. 156.)

Referred to the President to reply.

F. L. Olmsted, Landscape Architect.

From the Comptroller of the city, stating that « it is stated
‘“that Mr. Frederick L. Olmsted holds several public offices
“under the State and Federal government,” and that to aid

in properly adjusting and paying the amount due to him, an
affidavit had been appended to the pay-roll of this Depart-
ment for Mr. Olmsted to make.

Filed.
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8. B. Smith,
From Mr. Samuel B. Smith, Assistant Division Engineer, re-
signing his position in the Department.

Accepted.

F. 8. Odell.

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, recommending
Mzr. Frederick S. Odell as Assistant Division Engineer in place
of Mr. Smith, resigned. ‘

Filed.

Removal of Monuments,

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, asking that the
Department request the Board of Aldermen to pass the
ordinance for the prevention of the removal of monuments, as
heretofore transmitted to his Honor the Mayor.

(Minutes, Feby 5, 1876, p. 603.)

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be request-
ed to address a communication to the Board of Aldermen urg-
ing the passage of said ordinance.

Adopted.

Menagerie,

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that Mr. Nathan
has offered to place an elephant on exhibition at the Menag-
erie, on condition that it is fed by the Department on grass so
long as the grass is in season, after which time Mr. Nathan
will provide food for it.

(Minutes, March 8d, 1876, p. 664.)

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that permission be granted
to the Director of the Menagerie to take said elephant on ex-
hibition, on the terms mentioned. '

Adopted.

Menagerie, : .
From the director of the Menagerie, stating that Mr. John
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Welsh, President of the Board of Finance of the International
Exhibition, requests that four swans be lent to him for the
purpose of exhibition on the lake in the exhibition grounds.

Referred to the President, with power.

. Filling for Manhattan Square.
From Mr. Robert Jardine, offering to deliver any amount, up
to 20,000 cubic yards, of earth filling on Manhattan Square for
twenty-five cents per cubic yard.
(Minutes, May 10th, 1876, p. 15.)
Referred to the Superintendent to report upon.

Concord Avenue.
From Mr. F. H. Nash, in relation to the condition of Concord
Avenue,
(Minutes, June 9th, 1876, p. 117.)
Referred to the President to reply.

Audit.
Commissioner O’DoNoBUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com-
mittee, presented the following report.

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same
to the Board for approval :

Byrne, Jas. E., oats, straw, ete......... Maint. and Govmt.
’ P,and P....... $382 61
Cartwright, Wm., fish and vegetables. . .Maint. and Govmt,
P.and P...... 39 85
Campbell & Co., weekly digest.. .. .....Mainf. and Govmt.
P.andP....... $5 00

Fund.......... § 00
—_— 10 00
Dripps, M,, maps.....o...evvnns cecens Surveying, laying
out, ete., 23d and
. 24th Wards..... 15 00
Donegan, C. E., bread................ Maint. and Govmt,
P.and P....... 60 59
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Eureka Chair & Seat Co., repairs to

chairs ..ol «+.Maint. and Govmt,
Poand P.......
Hazard Powder Co., fuse........ ..... City Parks Impt
Fund...... ceees
Harlem Gas Light Co., gas metre....... Maint and Govmt.
Poand P.......
Irwin, Wm., petty expenses...........Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P.......
City Parks Impt.

Fand...........

Maint., ete.,, 23d
and 24th Wards,
Museum Natural
History........

Janes & Kirtland, bronze railing....... City Parks Impt.
Fund...........
Lester Oil Company, oil......... .+...Maint. and Govmt.

Surveying, laying
out, etc., 23d and
24th Wards.....

Mallory & Co., rosin, paints, &e....... Maint. and Govmt.

City Parks Impt.
Fund........ .

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas metre. Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P.......
Mott, J. L., Iron Works, castings. .. ....Muaint. and Govmt.

Maint., etc., 23d
and 24th Wards.

N. Y. Express Co., advertising......... City Parks Impt.

Museum Natural
History.........
Maint., ete., 23d
and 24th Wards.

[ Wednesday,
§8 85
52 50
31 o7
$28 16
26 59
9 27
2 00
—_——— 6602
2,150 00
41 85
$12 25
65
—_—— 1290
$33 10
65 80
— 9890
65 75
§61 35
3 08
64 43
$4 20
5 40
8 90

13 80
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Parry, Henry, stone monuments....... City Parks Impt.

Fund... ...... $200 00
Thomson, James, rent of office. . ... ++..Surveying, laying

out, etc, 234

and 24th Wards. 60 00
United Farmers’ Milk Co., milk,...,... Maint. and Govmt,

P.and P....... 22 32

Verplanck Bros., leather and grease....Maint. and Govmt,
P.and P....... $14 00
City Parks Impt.
Fund ......... 5 92
——— 19 92
Wheatley, R. R., hay, straw and oats...Maint., etc., 23d i
and 24th Wards. 40 90
Wall’s Sons, Wm,, manila rope........ Suspension bridge, ’
ete., over Harlem

River.......... 7 50
Walsh, Coulter & Flaglér, screws, bolts,
KC it i e City Parks Impt.
Fund.......... $10 715
Maint. and Govmt,
P, andP....... 18 56

—— 24 31

$3,478 11
RECAPITULATION.
Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places........ $810 31
City Parks Improvement Fund...........cooviiiannnns 2,520 76
Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards.......... 75 65
Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards....... N 67 16
Museum Natural History.....ccovvveiiiiiiiinnan. . 7 40
Suspension bridge, etc., over Harlem River............ . 7 50
—_— $3478 T

Amounting' in the aggregate to the sum of thirty-four hundred and seventy-
eight dollars and seventy-seven cents.
(Signed)  Joserr J. O’DoNonur,
Auditing Committee,
New York, June 14th, 1876.
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The PrEsIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay-
ment.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting
in favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Tax Maps of 23d and 24th Wards.

' The PresipENT presented a certified copy of Chapter 411,
Laws of 1876, which makes it the duty of this Department to
make maps of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards for
the use of the Department of Taxes and Assessments.

Commissioner O’Donohue moved that said certified copy of
Chapter 411, Laws of 1876, be filed, and that it be referred to
the President to report the best method of carrying out the du-
ties imposed upon the Department by said act.

Adopted.

Museum of Natural History.

‘The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Calvert Vaux, architect, and
Mzr. J. Mahoney, contractor for the plastering of the Museum
of Natural History building, be notified to be present at the
next meeting of the Board.

(Minutes, June 9th, 1876, p. 101.)
Adopted.

Maintenance of the Parks.

The PrESIDENT moved that the following resolution adopted
on May 5th, 1876, be continued in force for one month from
this date, namely :

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be authorized to
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transfer twenty-five laborers from construction works to the
maintenance of parks and places for a period of one month
from this date, and that during said month he be not restricted
to the sum of $4,500 fortnightly for the wages of laborers em-
ployed on the maintenance of parks and places.

(Minutes, May 5, 1876, p. 7.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’ Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Special Police.
* The PresmENT reported that in order to prevent disorder
at this season of the year on the Central Park, it was necessary
to appoint some skilled detectives for a short time. He there-
fore moved that George Macomb, James Murphy and Edward
G. Tully be, and hereby are, appointed special policemen until
August 1st, 1876, and that their pay be fixed at $2.60 per day.

(Minutes, July 1st, 1875, p. 128.) l

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : ‘

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—i.

E. C. Morrison.

Commissioner O’DoNoRUE moved that Mr. E. C. Morrison,
Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards,
be discharged from the employment of the Department from

and after the 21st June, 1876.
(Minutes, March 3d, 1876, p. 665.)
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Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said motion be laid on
the table until the next meeting of the Board.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, moved by Commissioner Stebbins, and
it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the mem-
bers of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows :

Aye—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Noes—Commissioners Martin, O’ Donohue, Wetmore—3.

The PrESIDENT then put the question whether the Board
would agree to said original motion, and it was determined in
the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board
voting in favor thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

On motion of the PrESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10
o’clock a. M.

VWM. IRWIN,
Secretary D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21st, 1876,

9:30 0'CLOCK A. M.

Meeting for the purposé of publicly opening proposals for
the following work - and supply, viz.:.
- I—Paving the roadway through Washington Square, leading
from Fifth Avenue to South Fifth Avenue.
(Minutes, April 21, 1576, p. 763.)
II.—Three thousand cubic yards of sereened gravel.
(Minutes, May 19, 1376, p. 53.)

Present—Commissioner MaRTIN, President.
« STEBBINS.
“ O’DONOHUE.
¢ ‘WETMORE.
The Comptroller of the City.

I

Paving the Roadway through Washington Square.

Twelve proposals were received for this work, but before
opening and reading them the Comptroller of the City objected
to their being opened, on the ground that the work of repav-
ing said roadway was the duty of the Department of Public
‘Works and not of the Department of Public Parks.

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that the opening and
reading of the proposals for this work be postponed until Wed-
nesday, the 28th June, 1876, at 9:30 o’clock A. ., for the pur-
pose of obtaining the opinion of the Counsel to the Corpora-
tion upon the question raised by the Comptroller.

Adopted.
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IL

Three Thousand Cubic Yards of Screened Gravel,

The following proposals were received for this supply, viz.:

1. John A, Bouker. .. .. e %2 10 per cubic yard.
2 A J Howell........o i e 198 “ “
3. Egbert H. Fairchild... ........... ... oot 194 « “
4- John 8. Masterson...........covvveiiiinniienn, 2 09 “ “
5. Jesse Ryder... «ioovioniun it 2 10 “ “

The Comptroller then retired, and the Board met in regular
session at 10 o’clock a. m.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.

€ STEBBINS.
“ O’DoNoHUE.
“ ‘WETMORE.

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 9th and 14th
inst. were read and approved.

" The following communications were presented and read :

Miil Brook Sewer in Brook Avenue,
From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy
of the following resolution: .

Resolved, That a sewer, with the necessary receiving basins and culverts be
built, commencing in tide water in the kills near Harlem River and extending
along Brook Avenue to 2 point in 165th Street, in the Twenty-third Ward of the
city of New York; that said sewer, basins and culverts be constructed under the
direction of the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks, who may
appoint thereon assistant engineers, assistants and 1nspectors and that the ac.
companying ordinance therefor be adopted

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen June 8th, 1876, Three-fourths.of all the

members elected voting in favor thereof, having been first advertised, as
required by law.

Approved by the Mayor June 15, 1876,
(Minutes, March 29, 1876, p. 709.)

Filed.

George H. Forster.
From the Comptroller of the city, stating that Mr. George
H. Forster had lodged a claim in the Finance Department for



<

June 21, 1876.] 129 .

'$500 ‘on account of his horse having broken his leg on June

1st, 1878, on the old Post-Road in the 24th Ward, and asking to

be furnished with the facts and circumstances connected with

the matter. ’
Referred to the President to investigate and reply:

Trees and Shrubs.
From the Comptroller of the city, asking to be informed
where the trees and shrubs described in a bill of S. B. Parsons
& Sons, amounting to $129.55, were planted.
Referred to the President to report.

Brook Avenue Opening.

From the Counsel to the Corporation, stating that the awards

and assessments for opening Brook Avenue from tide-water to
the Harlem Railroad at 165th street, are as follows, viz. :

"Total Awards......................... $234,574 40
Assessed on property owners. 122,230 00
Assessed on the city.......... 121,824 40
Total assessment................ 244:,054‘ 40

) (Minutes, July 29, 1874, p. 178.)
Filed.
The PresIDENT then offered the following resolution :

- Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of
Puplic Parks hereby direct that the public fund or stock au-

- thorized and directed to be created by Section 7, of Chapter 604

of the Laws of the State of New York, passed June 5th, 1874,
shall be issued at such time or times, and 1n such manner, of such
description and in such amounts as the Comptroller of the
city of New York, in compliance with the provisions of said
section, shall from time to time find to be necessary to provide
funds for the payment of the damages awarded by the Com-
missioners of Estimate and Assessment, and of the expenses,
charges and disbursements, in a certaitn proceeding instituted
by virtue of said chapter, to wit: -

In the matter of the application of the Department of Pub-
lic Parks, for and in behalf of the Mayor,; Aldermen and Com-
monalty of the city of New York, relative to the opening of
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#

Brook Avenue from tide-water to the Harlem Railroad at 165th
street, in the city of New York.

Such public fund or stock shall be payable not more than
forty years from date of issue thereof, and shall bear interest
payable half-yearly, at a rate not e‘(ceedmg seven per cent.

. per annum, and the total amount of such fund or stock hereby

directed to be issued shall not exceed the sum of one hundred
and twenty-one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four dollars
and forty cents, and shall be issued in sums composed of even
hundreds of dollars, and for not less than the par value thereof.
Proposals. for said fund or stock shall be invited by said
Comptroller by advertisement for the period of ten days, and
the fund or stock shall be awarded by the Comptroller to the
person or persons, corporation or corporations who shall offer
the highest premium for the same, except that said fund or
stock, or any portion thereof, may be subseribed for and
awarded to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund of the city
of New York, without proposals being invited for the sanie in
the manner aforesaid ; and the said Comptroller shall, upon
the payment of the price for which said fund or stock shall be
so awarded, issue certificates therefor in such form as said
Comptroller may direct, and as nearly as may be in the usual
form of stock of the county of New York heretofore issued.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting*in
favor thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-

‘more—4. .

Aveﬂue B.

From the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works,
asking that the fences and sheds now standing within the lines
of Avenue B, between Eighty-fourth and Eighty-sixth streets,
be removed to the grounds of the East River Park,

(Minuteg, June 9, 1876, p. 98.)

Filed.

East R‘iver Park.
From the Landscape Architect, reporting that none of the
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work of improving the East River Park can well be done by

contract, except th& painting.
' (Minutes, June 9, 1876, p. 100.)

Filed.

» Museum of Natural History.

The PresmEeNT stated that Mr. C. Vaux, architect, was unable
to be in attendance to-day, as he had to leave the city on
business, and he presented a letter from him in which he
states that the reason why there is an extra amount of plaster-
ing work required to be done on the soffits of the stairs of the

" Museum of Natural History building, is, that Mr. T. W. Rol-
lins, the contractor for the iron work of said building, was
allowed to substitute iron lath in place of fire-proof blocks
under the stairs, and that Mr. Rollins had agreed, and was
now proceeding to have this extra plastering done at his own
expense.

Mr. J. Mahoney, the contractor for the plastering of said
building, was then received, and he explained that the scratch-
ing of the first coat of plaster was not mentioned in the specifi-
cations, and that he had not estimated on doing that work.
That the three coats of plaster could be laid without scratch-
ing, but that it would not be as good or as satisfactory work.
The Superintending Architect was then received, and stated
that he would advise that the first coat be scratched, and
stated that he would not allow the contractor to proceed until
he did so. '

(Minutes, June 14, 1876, p. 124.)

Commissioner O'DoNoDUE then moved that John Mahoney be
allowed a sum, not exceeding four hundred dollars ($400), for

\the work of scratching the first coat of plaster on the Museum
of Natural History Building, the work to be executed to the
satisfaction of the Superintending Architect. v

The PresibENT put the question whether the Board would

.
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agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4. *

Telegraph Poles. .

From the Superintendent of the Fire Alarm Telegraph, of
the Fire Department, asking for permission to place additional
telegraph poles on the north side of Mount Morris Park.

The PrESIDENT offered the following preamble and resolu-
tion : ' . .

Whereas, The placing of telegraph poles on the sidewalks
of the parks is very detrimental and injurious to the parks.

Resolved, That the Fire Department be, and hereby is, re-
quested and recommended to -place their telegraph poles on

the side of the streets adjacent to the park, which is more remote
from the parks.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board
voting in favor thereof, as follows: .

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4. ‘

Riverside Avenue.

From Mr. Dwight H. Olmstead, President of the Executive
Committee of the West Side Association, forwarding a copy of
the following preamble and resolution adopted on the 17th
instant, viz. : '

Whiereas, The Legislature has recently passed an act which has been approved
by the Governor to facilitate the construction of Riverside Avenue

Resolved. That the Department of Public Parks be requested to proceed imme-
diately with said work of construction in conformity with said act.

Filed.
The PrESIDENT then presented a certified copy of Chapter

*

%
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447, Laws of 1876 passed June 2d, 1876, referred to in the
foregoing preamble and resolutions, which was ordered to be

Filed.

The PresipENT then offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is, referred to the President,
with power, to have the plans, estimates and specifications pre-
pared for the construction of Riverside drive, as authorized by
Chapter 447, Laws of 1876, and, when they are approved
by the Board, to direct the advertisements for proposals to be

inserted.
(Minutes, May 31, 1876, p. 78.)

The PreEsIDENT put the question whether the Board would
“agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :
Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4. :
City Hall Park Pavement.
From Mr. H. A. Gunther, contractor for laying the pavement
on the walks and foot paths of the City Hall Park, stating that
the Department undertakes, by the terms of the contract, to
provide a place on the Battery Park to dump all the surplus
material excavated at the City Hall Park, but that the
. Superintendent of Parks is unable to comply with this con-
dition, and offering to dispose of all the surplus material
elsewhere for 35 cents per cubic yard.
(Minutes, June 9th, 1876, p. 96.)
Commissioner WETMORE moved' that said subject and com-
munication be referred to'the President, with power.
The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
' agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :
Ayes——Comm1sswners Martin, Stebbms O’Donohue, Wet-

- more—4.

L3
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" Statue of the late Wm. H. Seward.

From Mr. W. H. Appleton, as Chairman of a Committee
of citizens, offering to present a statue of the late Wm. H.
Seward, and also a pedestal for it, to the Department, and re-
questing that a suitable site be set apart for the statue in the
Central Park. :

The PrEsIpENT moved that the Committee consisting of the
Presidents of the National Academy of Design, the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art, and the New York chapter of the Ameri-
can Institute of Architects, be requested to examine and ve-
port upon said [statue as regards its merits as a work of art;
that the Landscape Avchitect be directed to report a suitable
site for same in Central Park, and that, on the acceptance of
the statue and approval of the site, the Superintendent of
Parks be directed to prepare the foundations for the pedes-
tal. .

: (Minutes, January 12, 1874, p. 522.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, [O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Drain in 144th Street.

From Mr. W. T. Cushing, stating that the plan of draining
144th Street, in the 23d Ward, as recommended by the Engi-
neer of Construction is too expensive, and asking permission
t.to'lay a box drain at the expense of thie property owners on
said street.

‘ (Minutes, May 19, 1878, p. 41.)

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said communication and
subject be referred to the President, with power.

Adopted. ;




June 21,1876.] 135

_ Schooner Samauel Davis.
From Mr. Michael Fitzsimmons, claiming $145 damages for
injury to his schooner Samuel Davis, occasioned by the
draw of the Third Avenue Bridge not being properly opened
when the schooner was passing through it on May 20th, 1876.
Referred to the Superintendent to report upon.

: Stand on Battery Park.

From Mr. G. G. Thompson and others asking that permis-
sion be given to Mrs. F. Doran to occupy a small place on the
Battery Park for the purpose of selling fruit, &e.

Referred to the Landscape Architect to report.

American Museum of Natural History.

From Mr. Albert Bickmore, Superintendent of the American
Museum of Natural History, asking that the case on the top
" floor of the Museum Building (old Arsenal) be glazed.

From the Superintendent of Parks, estimating the cost of
glazing said case at $450. =

(Minutes, March 18, 1876, p. 682.)

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the Superintendent of
Parks be directed to have said case suitably glazed with plate
~ glass, at a cost not exceeding $450.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
~ tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes~00mmmsmners Maxtin, Stebblns O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4. :

Museum of Natural History.

From the Supelmtendmg Architect, stating that the fol-
lowing additional works should be done at the Museum of
Natural History building, by the force in the employment of -
the Department, viz.
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1 Drainage in cellar, including dlggmg, pipes, &c. Esti-
mated cost $540.

2. Fllhng in recesses over first story piers on account of
offset in walls. ~Estimated cost $75.

3. Extra width to iron lintels over first story windows.
- Estimated cost $35.

4. Extra gas pipes and fixtures in attic story. Estimated
cost $225.

5. Cutling off iron caps from second story window columns.
Estimated cost $85.

6. Cutting in recess to second story granite window lintels,
to allow room for window frames. Istimated cost $120.

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be
directed to proceed with the several additional works specified
in said communication.

The PrRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : '

- Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Parade Ground..

From Mr. Joseph H. Godwin, on behalf of himself and
other owners of the property laid out as a military parade
ground, asking that further instructions be given to the Counsel
to the Corporation fo proceed with the matter of acquiring
title to said parade ground. ,

(Minutes, September 8, 1875, p. 2617.)

Commissioner O’DoNoHUE moved that said communication
be laid over until Friday the 23d instant' at 4 o’clock P. M.;
ﬁhat/a special meeting be held on that day at said hour, and
that the Counsel to the Corporation and Mr. Joseph H. God-
win be requested to attend said meeting.

Adopted.
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Caﬁera Obscura.
From Mr. Ferdinand May, asking permission to place a
camera obscura on Central Park.
(Minutes, January 18, 1876, p. 540.)

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the permission requested
be refused. '

Adopted. )

* Audit,

_Commissioner O’DoNorUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com-
mittee, presented the following report.:

The Auditing Commntittee beg leave to report that they have

examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same
to the Board for approval :

Am, Dist. Tel. Co., rent and services.. ..Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P........ $3 44
City Parks Impt.
Fund.......... 10 32
) $18 76
Ames Plow Co., hay cutter............. Maint. and Govmt.
P and P........ 17 81
Bouker, John A., screened gravel...... Maint. and Govmt,
a P.and P., 1875. $2.609 96
City Parks Impt.

— 3,308 96

" Boyle, John, awning stripe and thread.Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P....... 5 03
Coffin, Paul C., & Co., horseshoe knives
' andnails.................. _...Maint, and Govmt.
‘ P oand P....... #0 63
H. R. Bridges
Reps., Impt. & M. 18 60
—_—— 1923

De Grauw, Aymar & Co., wire rope. . . .Maint. and Govmt,
P.and P........ 8 29

. il
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Devlin, J. B., paving......... +voee. . Paving Third Av,,
from Westches.
ter Avenue to
northern bdy.,
238d Ward.....

Dodworth’s Band, music.. . . ...........Music Central Pk.

Donahue, M. Jr., & Co., cap stone, &e...Maint. 23d and

- 24th Wards.. ..

Early & Lane, matches, brooms, &c....Maint. and Govt.

P.oandP....... 552 42
) H. R. DBridges

‘Reps., Imp.&M. 108
Grafulla, C. S, music................. Music Central Pk,
Holbrook, E. F., & Bros,, glass......... Museum Natural
History........

N. Y. Mutual Gas L. Co,, steam heat from

January 1,776, ................ Maint. and Govt.

PoandP.......  $57 81
City Parks Impt.
Fund.......... 178 40

N. Y. Mutual Gas L. Co., steam heat to

January 1,776, .. .cooovion. .. City Parks Impt.
Fund......... $98 16

Maint. and Govt.
P. and P, 1875. 32 71

Pierson & Co.,iron...................City Parks Impt.

Fund..........

Poillon, C. & R, ceiling boards. .. ......City Parks Impt.
Fund.........

Ruhe, Louis, mocking blrd food........ Maint. and Govt.
P.andP......

" Thorburn, Geo..& Co., spruce piles. ....City Parks Impt.
Fund..... e

Vanderbilt Bros., clover seed and hemp . Maint. and Govt.
P.and P......

Vaux, C., commissions. .. ............ Museum Nafural

History.......

3,508
545

416

53 ¢

270

70

231

130
11
37
16
79
11

1,625

82
00

00

00

8b

21

87

00

00

20

25

00
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Watrous & Willson, lumber. . .......... Harlem R.B. Rps.,
Impt. and M... 288 00
$10,701 28
RECAPITULATION.
Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places......... $205 89
City Parks Improvement Fund.......................... 1,198 58
Maintenanee and Government of Parks and Piaces, 18%5... 2,609 96
Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Maint... 257 68
Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards.................. 415 00
Museum Natural History..........oiiinieneiinneniann, ‘1,695 85
Music, Central Park. . e e e 815 00
Paving Third avenue from Westchester avenue to northern
boundary 23d Ward...... Cereeeeir e e 3,603 82

—$10,701 28

L

Amdunting 1n the aggregate to the sum of ten thousand seven hundred and one
dollars and twenty-eight cents.

(Signed) Jos. J. O'Dononvg, ) Auditing
H. G. Sressrxs, Committee.

New York, June 21st, 1876,

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do bow approve the
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether.the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting infavor
thereof, as follows : ' ‘

Ayes—Commissioners - Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4. -
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Treasurers Report.
The TrREASURER presented the following report, which was
ordered to be printed in the minutes :

Department of Public Parks, in account with
Jos, J. O Donohue, Treasurer.

1876. CR.
June 7. Bybalance........... ... $2,844 86
Jupe 7
to ¢ cash received from rents, license, pound, &c. 1,586 18
June 21. —— $3,931 04
’ DR,
June 7
to To cash paid into City Treasury.............. 81,627 45
June, 21.
June 21, “ balance,........ ... et i, e 2,408 59
—_— $3,931 04
DR.
Cash in Bank of Metropolis............co0 vt $1,709 26
R D . Cesens 694 33
' —ieee $92,403 59
(Signed) Josers J. O’DoNoHug,

Treasurer D. P, P,
Wednesday, June 21st, 1876.
9.30 A, M.

John Russell.

Commissioner O’'DoNoHUE moved that John Russell, formerly
a park-keeper, and who was dismissed from the employment of
the Nepartment on the 19th May, 1876, be restored and ap-
’ pomted a park-keeper from and after July 1st, 1876.

' (Minutes, May 19th, 1876, p. 49.)

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of adl the members of the Board voting in favor
" thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.
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; ) Michael H. Haffey.

Commissioner O’DoNonUE moved that Michael H. Haffey,
mason, who has been absent from work, be restored.

The PrEspENT put the question whether the Board -
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting
in favor thereof, as follows : v

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

7 F. 8. Odell.

The PresIDENT moved that Mr. F. 8. Odell be, and hereby is,
appointed Assistant Division Engineer, in place of Mr. S. B.
Smith, resigned, and that his salary be fixed at $1,500 per
annum.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm-
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board' voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4. '

At this point Commissioner Stebbins left the meeting.

The PresmeNT then presented the following communica-
tions:
Filling for Manhattan Square.

From the Superintendent of Parks stating that there is no

filling required on Manhattan Square at present.
, (Minutes, June 14, 1876, p. 121.)
Filed.

Celebration of Centennial.

From the Secretary, Chief Clerk of the Office of Design and .
Superintence and other employés, asking that the offices of the
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Department be closed on the 3d July, 1876, to enable those °
employés who so desire, to celebrate the Centennial in an ap-
~ propriate manner.
The PrEsiDiNT moved that the request be granted and that
the offices of the Department be closed on the 3d July, 1876.
Adopted.

L. D. V. Mason,

From Hon. Allen Campbell Commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Public Works and Mr. John C. Campbell, Chief En-
gineer of said Department, certifying to the ability of Mr. L.
D. V. Mason as a civil engineer.

Filed.

Superintendent of the 25d and 24th Wards.

Commissioner 0" Donohue then moved that Mr. L. D. V.
Mason be, and hereby is, appointed Superintendent of the 23d
and 24th Wards, and that his salery be fixed at $2,500 pel
annum.

The PRESIDENT moved, as a substitute therefor, that Mr.
Edward P. North be, and hereby is, appointed Superintendent
of the 23d and 24th Walds, and that his salary be fixed at
$2,500 per annum.

The PRESIDENT pub the question whether the Board wonld
agree to said substitute, and it was determined in the negative,
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Aye—Commissioner Martin—1.

Noes—Commissioners O’ Donohue, Wetmore—2,

The PresipENT then put the question whether the Board
would agree to said original motion, and it was determined
in the affirmative, 2 majority of all the members of the Board
voting in favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’'Donohue, Wetmore—3.
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Police.

The PresmENT called up the subject of the police force, and
moved that the resolutions offered by him on the 9th inst.,
awended as follows, be adopted : viz. : ‘

Resolved, That the appointments of Sergeants Pye, Von
Dohlen and Henry be vacated, and that. they be appointed
patrolmen, if they apply for snch appointment within three
days from this date.

Resolved, That the order, by the resolution of 8th October,
1875, detallmg Sergeant Bemtty on the lower city parks, be re-
scinded.

Resolved, That patrolmen Flock ;md Liebenau be, and are
hereby, detailed as acting Sergeants.

Resolved, That the Plesulent be, and hereby is, requested
and authorized to make a thorough inspection and examina-
tion of the police force, and report thereon, and that he be
authorized to expend a sum not exceeding $100 in making
said examination.

(Minutes, June 9, 1876, p. 114.)

The PresIDENT put the question whether the Board would
-agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes——Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

Cominunications from the Comptroller,
The PreSIDENT offered the following preamble and resolution.

Whereas, The Comptroller has recently adopted the practice
- of addressing communications relating to’ business between
himself and this Department to one or more individual Commis.
sioners. and of addressing others to the Department and then
enclosing them to an individual Commpissioner.

In view of the proprieties of official correspondence, and in -
‘order to prevent confusion and embarrassment to the public
business,

Resolved, Thatsuch letters will not be received or considered
by the Board.

(Minutes June 9th, 1876, p. 112.)

Adopted.
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* Laborers, &c., Tompkins Square, East River Park.

The PresipENT moved that the following mechanics, laborers,
&ec., required by the Superintendent for the works on Tompkins
Square and East River Park be employed, viz. :

For Tomkinsg Square, 2 blacksmiths, 10 horses and carts, 60
laborers and 2 foremen. For East River Park, 40 laborers, 6
carpenters and 2 foremen.

(Minutes, June 9th, 1876, p. 98.)

The PrestpeENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—S3.

Engineering Force on Construction Works.

The PrESIDENT moved that the following named persons be
appointed to the positions, and at the pay, set opposite their
names respectively, that they be employed only on construc-
tion works, and that their pay be charged on the pay-roll to

e “ City Parks Improvement Fund,” authorized by Chapter
608, Liaws of 1875, viz. :

Emil Bleyer, Ass’t engineer, at a rate per day-equal to $2,000

_per annum.
J. C. Aldrich, Ass’t engineer, at a 1ate per day equal to $2,000
per annum. .
E. Kennedy, Rodman,at.................... $3 50 per day.
*E. A. Miller, Rodman, at....... IO 3 50 “
J. C. Trimble, Chainman, at...........ccc.... 3 00 “
Peter Kelly, Axeman, at.. .... e 2 50 “

(Minutes, June®9th, 1876, p. 95.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore——3
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J. W, Manning
The PrESIDENT moved that J. W, Maﬁning, general foreman,
be, and hereby is, discharged from the employment, of
the Department. '
(Minutes, June 16, 1875, p. 94.)

.The PresIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the mémbers of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’ Donohue, Wetmore—3.

Jeremiah Crowley, Daniel Crimmins,

Commissioner O’DoNoHUE moved that Jeremiah Crowley
and Daniel Crimmins be, and hereby are, appointed foremen,
and that their pay be fixed at $4.50 per day.

The PresipeENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

‘Wagon,

The PrESIDENT moved that the Superintendent be, and here-
by is, authorized to purchase a suitable wagon for the use of
the officer commanding the police force, at a price not exceed-
ing $150.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

Licenses.

The PresipENT offered the following resolution :
Resolved, That the President is hereby authorized, from time
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to time, as he may deem advisable, to detail any employé of
the Department to the duty of inspection of the several license
services, and that he be also authérized to make a deduction not
exceeding 5 per cent. from the monthly fee of all those licensees
who may bereported, and adjudged by the President, to have
fulfilled the conditions of their license.

(Minutes, June 9, 1876, p. 111.) )

The PresipENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution and it was detetmined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board votiug in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes——Oommissionefs Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore—3,.

On motion of the PrESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 12.30
o’clock p. M., to meet on Friday, the 23d June, 1876, at 4
o’clock p. M.

‘Wi, IrwiN,
Secretary D. P. P.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 234, 1876,

ApsourNED MEETING—4 O'CLOCK P. M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.
“ STEBBINS.
« O’DoONOHUE.
« ‘WETMORE.

On motion of the PrESIDENT the reading of the Minutes
~of the previous meeting of the 21st inst., was dispensed with.

The following communications were presented and read :

Work on 145th St., 284 Ward.

* From the Comptroller of the city, encloslng summons and
complaint of Joseph Haidemen and Wm. Klein for $1,444.07,
for certain work alleged to have been executed by them on
certain streets in the 23d 'Ward, under authority of the late
Board of Trustees of the town of Morrisania, and asking for
any information concerning said clalm in the possession of
this Department.

(Minutes, Sept. 18, 1875, p. 281)

The PrESIDENT read the following reply thereto, and moved
that it be approved.

Adopted.
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RepLy.

DEPARTMENT 0F PuBLic PaRrks,
36 Union Square,
June 23, 1876.
Hon. Axprew H. GREEX, )
Comptroller :

Sir,—In reply to the communication of - the Finance Department,- dated June
22d, 1876, and received by this Department this day, asking information to
enable the Counsel to the Corporation to prepare an answer to the complaint of
Messrs. Haideman and Klein »s. The Mayor, &c., and stating that the answer is
due to-morrow, I beg to send herewith copies of the following, which were pre-
sented to this Department on Angast 11th, 1875, viz.

1. Communication from J. R. Annrell PIffs’ Atty.

2. Certificate of E.  C. Monlson bupermtendent Twenty-third and T'wenty-
fourth Wards.

3. Bill of Messrs. Haideman & Klein.

The claim was considered, but as this Department had no authority to direct it
to be paid, the claimant was so informed.

T.also send you a copy of the resolution of the Board of Trustees of Morrisania,
under which it is alleged the work was done. The work appears to have been
executed after January 1st, 1874, at which date the office of the Street Commis-
sioner expired. I return herewith the summons and complaint.

Respectfully,
(Signed) War. R. Marmiw,
President D P. P,

Boston Avenue.

From the Health Department, upon the condition of the
culvert in Boston avenue, opposite Home street.

Referred to the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards to
report upon.

Mill Brook Sewer in Brook avenue,

From the Engineer of Construction, submitting plans, num-
bered A to J, inclusive, and specifications, for the Mill Brook
sewer in Brook avenue, from a point in tide water to a point

in 165th street.
{Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 128.)

The PrESIDENT moved that said plans and specifications be
approved and that the Secretary be directed to prepare and
insert the necessary advertisements for proposals for the
work.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
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»
agree to sald motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
" amajority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there-
of, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue—3.
Commisgioner Wetmore was-excused from voting.

Third Avenue Bridge.
From the Engineer of Construction, reporting that the
- Steam Engine, whichis required for the purpose of better work-
ing the draw on the Third Avenue Bridge, is such a special and
exceptional one that it will require skill and great faithfulness
in its construction. That it is not advisable to entrust its con-
struction to the lowest bidder, in a competitive letting by con-
tract, and that it should be placed in the hands only of me-
chanies of the highest character for faithfulness and skill.

(Minutes, May 24, 1876, p. 63.)

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said communication be
received, and that the President be requested to apply to the
Common Council for an ordinance, enabling the Department to
~ purchase an Engine for said Bridge otherwise than by con-
tract.

Adopted.

Officer James McGinn.

From Dr. E. R. Pulling, presenting his bill, amouunting to
$125, for surgical treatment of Parkkeeper J ames McGinn.

Also from Police Surgeon Dr. H. Barber, stating that he
had offered his services to officer McGinn, but that he had de-
clined them, preferring that his family physician should treat
him, and that the officer was allowed full pay during the period
of his disability.

The PrESIDENT moved that Dr. E. R. Pulling be informed
that the Department declines to pay the bill presented by him, .
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and that he must apply to the officer personally for pay-
ment.
Adopted.

Laborers, &c. .

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that on account
of the additional work ordered at the last meeting of the
Board, and other works on Central Park, he requires 10
laborers and 8 stone masons in addition to the force now em-
ployed.

(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 135)

The PresipENT moved that the number of laborers and stone-
masons required by the Superintendent, as stated in his com-
munication, be employed.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes.—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue. Wetmore—S3.

No.—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

F. H. Von Doblen, John Pye.

From F. H. Von Dohlen and John Pye, late sergeants, ap-
plying for the position of park-keepers.

(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 143.)

The PresipENT stated that he had directed the Lieutenant
to place said F. H. Von Dohlen and John Pye on duty as park-
keepers in accordance with the terms of the resolution of the
21st instant, and moved that his action be approved.

Adopted.

=

Parade Ground.

The President stated that the Counsel to the Corporation
had been requested to be present, but he was unable to attend,
" as he had to leave the city.
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Mr. Joseph H. Goodwin was then received, and after discus-
sion of the subject of acquiring the title to the Parade ground,
the President offered the following preambles and resolutions :

Whereas, The Map of the Military Parade Ground on the
Harlem River was filed under the Act of 1871, Chapter 628,
on the 5th day of April, 1873 ;

And whereas, This Department has no power to recall the
map, or to relieve this property from the effects of filing it.

And whereas, The Legislature has in each year since the
map was filed, entertained bills, but failed to pass any act res
pealing the Parade Ground Act, or relieving the owners of the
property affected by it.

Resolved, That, without expressing any opinion as to the
location, the necessity of a Parade Ground, or the propriety of
paying for it in the present depressed condition of city finances,
justice to the property owners whose land has been condemned
to the public use, who have been denied other relief, and who
are entitled to have the legal proceeding to determine their
compensation go forward, makes it our official duty to continue
the steps which the law directs us to take for the completion of
this matter. :

Resolved. That the Counsel to the Corporation, be requested
to proceed in the application for the appointment of commis-
sioners in this matter, and until its final determination by the
court.

(Minutes, June 21st, 1876, p. 136.)

'The PresipENT put the question whether the Board would
iagree to said preambles and resolutions, and it was determined
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board
voting in favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’'Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

, Tax Maps.
The PRESIDENT offered the following preamble and resolution.

Whereas, Chapter 411 of the Laws of 1876, makes it the duty
of the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks to
cause to be made maps of the 23rd and 24th Wards of the city
for the use of the Department of Taxes and Assessments of
New York city.

And whereas, the Board of Estimate and Apportionment of
said city is authorized by said Chapter 411 of the Laws of 1876
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to appropriate from any unexpended balunces for the year
1875, the sum of $10,000 for the use of the Department of
Public Parks to pay for the work which may be done under
said act during the year 1876.

Resolved, that the Board of Estimate and Apportionment be,
and hereby is, respectfully requested to transfer the sum of
$10,000 from the unexpended balances for the year 1875 to the
use of the Department of Public Parks to pay for such work
as may be done under and in pursuance of directions of Chap-
ter 411 of the Liaws of 1876, during the year 1876.

' (Minutes, June 14th, 1876, p. 124.)

The PresipENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to the said preamble and resolution, and it was deter-
mined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the
Board voting in favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4¢.

John Hessenaur.

The PRESIDENT moved that John Hessenaur be, and hereby

_is, appointed a division gardener in charge of the laying out of

the East River Park, and that his pay be fixed at $2.50 per
day. _

- The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there-
of, as follows:

Ayes—(]ommissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4,

On motion of the PresipENt the Board adjourned at 4.45
o’clock, p. M., to meet on' Wednesday, the 28th June, at 9.30

o’clock, . M. ‘
s Wu. TrwiN,

Secretary D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28th, 1876,

9.30 0’CLOCK A. M.

Adjourned meeting for the purpose of publicly opening pro-
posals for the following work, viz. : '

Paving the roadway through Washington Square, lea.dmg

from Fifth Avenue to South Fifth Avenue.
(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 127.)

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.
« STEBBINS.
“ O’ DoNOHUE.
“ ‘WETMORE.

The opinion of the Counsel to the Corporation, on the objec-
tion of the Comptroller to the dpening of these proposals, not
having yet been obtained, the President moved that the open-
ing of the proposals be adjourned until half-past nine o’clock

A M. on July 12th, 1876.

Adopted.

The Board then met in adjourned session.

‘Present—Commissioner MaRTIN, President.
“ STEBBINS,
“ O’DoNOHUE.
“ ‘WETMORE.

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 2lst and 23d
insts., were read and approved.
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The following communications were presented and read :

Third Ave. Bridge.

From the Engineer of Construction stating that the pipes
leading to the hydraulic engine on the Third Avenue Bridge
were repaired, and that the engine now moves the draw
efficiently. Also stating that the hot weather so expands the
iron railings of the draw as to make them catch and lock the
the draw, and recommending that the end pieces of the railings,
to the extent of about 1§ inches, be cut off.

b (Minutes, June 28, 1876, p. 149.)

The PrESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be
directed to have the ends of the railings of the draw of said
Third Avenue Bridge cut off, as recommended by, and under
the directions of, the Engineer of Construction.

" The PresmzNT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue Wet-
more—.

Central Park Sewérage.

From the Superintending Engineer, submitting a plan and
profile for the pipe sewer from the water closets of the Kinder-
berg, the Dairy and Ball-ground house on the Central Park.

(Minutes, March 18, 1876, p. 676.)

The PrESIDENT moved that said plan and profile be ap-
proved.

The PrEsipENT pub the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—,

Y.
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Screened Gravel.

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the sam-

ples of screened gravel, submitted with the proposals received
on the 21st inst., in which he states:

“I find that the sample of Roa Hook gravel furnished by
“John A. Bouker, the sample furnished by J. S. Masterson, and
“ also that furnished by J. Ryder, are equal in quality and simi-
“lar to the sample furnished by this Department. The sam-
“ple submitted by A. J. Howell is also of good quality, but -
“ contains a greater proportion of loam. The sample furnished
“by E. H. Fairchild is inferior to those above mentioned on
“ account of the quantity of slate contained in it, and is there-
‘“fore not as acceptable for the construction of roads and walks
“of this Department.”

. (Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 127.)
Filed.

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following preamble and
resolution :

Whereas, The gravel obtained from the bank known as the
Roa Hook bank, has, through a long course of years, been
recognized and found to be superior to all other gravel for the
use of the parks.

Resolved, That the proposals (Nos. 1 and 5) of Messrs. John
A, Bouker and Jesse Ryder, for the delivery of 3,000 cubic
yards of screened gravel, be accepted as the lowest bids for the
furnishing of the screened gravel required by the Department,
that the contract for the delivery of 1,500 cubic yards be award-
ed to each, and that the President be, and hereby 1s, authorized to
execute the same for and on behalf of this Department.

Commissioner O’DoNoruk offered the following resolution as
a substitute therefor :

Resolved, That the proposals (Nos. 2 and 3) of Messrs. A. J.
Howell and E. H. Fairchild for the delivery of 3,000 cubic
yards of screened gravel, be rejected on the ground that the -
samples furnished by them are not equal in quality to that
called for by the specifications, and that the proposal (No. 4)
of Mr. John 8. Masterson be accepted as the lowest bid, that
the contract be awarded to him, and that the President be, and
hereby is, authorized to execute the same for and on behalf o
this Department. :

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said substitute, and it was determined in the affirm-
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ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :
Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.
No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Schoouer “Samuel Davis.”

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the claim
of Mr.Michael Fitzsimmons for damage to his schooner “Samuel

Dawis,” at the Third Avenue Bridge, in which he states: “From
“the evidence that 1 have gathered in relation to this affair,
“it appears that the draw tender was in no way to blame,
“and that the accident. could only have happened through
“the ignorance or carelessness of the persons on board the

“ schooner.”
(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 185.)

Filed.

Patrick Cunningham.

From the Director of the Menagerie, recommending that
Patrick Cunningham, laborer, who is employed in caring for the
animals in the Menagerie, be paid at the same rate as the
keepers, viz., $16 per week.

Commissioner O’Donohue moved that said Patrick Cunning-
ham be hereafter employed as a keeper in the Menagerie,
and that his pay be fixed at $16 per week.

. (Minutes, June 9, 1875, p. 77.)

The PresipENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was detormined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : .
Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.
No—Commissioner Stebbing—1.

Statue of La Fafayette,

From Mr. Worthington Whittredge, President of the National
Acadamy of Design, Mr. R. M. Hunt, President of the New
York Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, and
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-Mr. John Taylor Johnston, President of the Metropolitan
 Museum of Art, reporting that they had examined the statue
of La Fayette “and find it a work entirely worthy to be
“placed in Central Park.”

. (Minutes, May 19, 1876, p. 37.)
Filed.

148th Street.
From Mr. L. B. Brown, in reference to a small strip of land
taken from his property by the authorities of the late town of
Morrisania, in widening 148th Street, in the 23d Ward.
. Referred to the President to reply.

. Settees.
From Mr. Irah Chase, President of the Composite Iron
Works Company, proposing to sell to the Department settees
for the parks.
Filed.
M. E. Sterne.
From Mr. M. E. Sterne, Clerk, asking for leave of absence,
on account of ill health, for two weeks, at such times as the
Disbursing Clerk can best spare him from duty.
Commissioner O’DoNoHUE moved that the request be
granted.
Adopted.

F. C. A. Hecker.

From Mr. F. C. A. Hecker, messenger, asking that his title

be changed to that of clerk.
(Minutes, January 81, 18476, p. 565.)

The PRESIDENT moved that the title of Mr. F. C. A. Hecker
be, and hereby is, changed to that of clerk.
Adopted.
. Audit.
Commissioner O’DoNoHUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com-
mittee, presented the following report :
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same

to the Board for approval : .
Central Gas Light Co. gas...e.v.un. ... Harlem R. B. Reps.

lmp and M..... »
Egan, K., & Co., waste........... ....HarlemR. B. Reps.

Imp. and M....
~Maint. and Govmt.

P.andP.......
Fischer, Geo. & Bro., slating.......... Museum of Art,
Gatchel, A. 8., tubing and cushions. .. .. Maint, and Govmt,.
P.andP.......
Harlem Gas Light Co., gas ............ Maint and Govmt.
P.oand P.......
Harlem R. B. Reps.
Jmp. and M. ..
Journal of Commerce, sub., 1876........ Maint, and Govm't
‘ P.and P.......
Labagh, Wm, O, salt.............cens Maint. and Govm’t
P.and P.......
Manhattan Gas Light Co.,gas. .. ...... Maint. and Govmt.
’ P.and P.......
Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas ... ...Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P.......
Morgan, J. Pierpont, Treas., Ins. Mus, of .
Nat, His........ s Maint, and Govmt.
P.and P......
Mott, J. L., Iron Works, castings. . .....Muint. and Govmt.
’ Poand P.......
National Disinfect’g & Preser'g Co., dis-
infectant. ........coveviiiien.n Maint. and Govm’t
P.and P.......
N. Y. Gas Light Co.,, gas.............. Maint. and Govmt.
- P.and P.......

Raynolds, C. T., & Co., cobalt blue.. .. ..Maint. and Govm’t

$2 50

2 50

$174 00

60 00

$60 00

2,650 00

234 00

15 00

158 52

295 00

§00 00

68 39

15 36

623 87
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Russell, Wm. D, belting. ... . Maint, 234 and

24th Wards. .. ) $12 80
Watrous & Willson, luniber. ., .-...... City Parks Impt.

96 75

$5,064 04

RECAPITULATION,

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places $2,171 99
City Parks Improvement Fund
Harlem River Bridges, repairs, improvement and mainten-
ance, 122 50
Mamtenance ete., 23d and 24th Wards 12 80
Museum of Art ) 2,650 00
— §$5,054 04

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of five thousand and fiftty-four dol-
lars and four cents.

(Signed) Joserr J. O’DoxonuE, Auilz’ling‘
. H. G. StEBBINS, Commitiee,
New York, June 26th, 1876.

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet- .
more—4,

City Hall Park Pavement.

The PrESIDENT, to whom was referred the subject of provid-
ing a dumping place for the surplus material excavated at the
City Hall Park by the contractor, in tbe work of paving the
walks and paths, reported that he had made arrangement with
the contractor, Mr. H. A. Gunther, to dispose of all said sur-
plus material elsewhere for the sum of $150 in addition to the
contract price.

(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 188.)
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Commissioner O’DoNOHUE moved that said report be re-
ceived and approved, and that the President be authorized to
enter into an agreement with said H. A. Gunther on the terms
stated in said report.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

John Bogart, Superintending Engineer.

The PresIDENT offered the following resolution :

Besolved, That the name of John Bogart be placed upon
- pay-rolls, at the rate of sixteen dollars per day, for construction
work, from this date until the 1st day of August, 1876; such
appointment nat to be construed to sanction his claim for pay
for previous services.

(Minutes, February 18th, 1876, p. 644.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm-
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

- Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Wetmore, O’Donohue—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Engineering (lJorpS.

The PRESIDENT moved that the communication of Mr. F. A.
Calkins, Assistant Engineer, with reference to work done under
his directions, by certain former members of the Engineering
corps, and which was presented to the Board on the 24th May,
1876, be taken from the table, and that it, and the subject of
allowing pay for past work to members of the Engineering

corps, be referred to the Auditing Committee to report upon.
(Minutes, May 24th, 1876, p. 65.)
Adopted. :
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Maintenance of the 28d and 24th Wards.

The PresIDENT moved that the subject of the maintenance of
the 23d and 24th Wards be referred to Commissioner Wetmore
to examine and report.

Adopted.

Timothy Nolan.

Commissioner O’DoNoHUE presented an affidavit of Mr.
Thomas O’Reilly charging Timothy Nolan, an employé of the
Department, with allowing coal to be stolen from the Depart-
ment.

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said subject be referred
to the President, with power.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would -
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes———Commlsswners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Museum of Art and Natural History Stock.

The PrESIDENT offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of
Public Parks of the city of New York hereby make requisition
upon the Comptroller of the city of New York for the sum of
one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) for the construction
of a Museum of Art and a Museum of Natural Hlstory, as
provided by Sec. 2, Chap. 290, Laws of 1871.

(Minutes, Sept. 8, 1875, p. 265.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
~agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm-
ative, a’majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes~—00mm1ss1oners Martin, Stebbms, O’Donohue, Wet-

more—4.
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Thos. A. Loomis, H. M. Gilbert.

The PresTDENT stated that, for work connected with River-
- side Drive, it was necessary to appoint another rodman and
a leveler, and he moved that Mr. Thomas A. Loomis be ap-
pointed such leveler, and Mr. Henry M. Gilbert such rodman,
that their pay be fixed at $3.50 per day each, that they be
employed only on constraction works, and that their pay be
charged on the pay-rolls to the * City Parks Improvement
Fund,” as provided by Sec. 1, Chap. 608, Laws of 1875.

Also, that the Superintendent of Parks be directed to detail,
as they may be required, for work under the Engineers on
Riverside Drive, six skilled laborers.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would

. agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—-1.

. Grading Third Avenue.

Commissioner O’DoNoHUE moved, that the subject of the
application of this Department to the Common Council, for an
amended ordinance for the grading of Third Avenue, from Har-
lem River to 147th Street, be referred to the President, with

power.
(Minutes, Jany. 18, 1876, p. 542.)

Adopted.

Stands on the Battery Park,

The Landscape Architect reported verbally that, although
the conditions of the Battery Park are somewhat exceptional,
and a refreshment saloon on that Park would doubtless be of
service to the public, yet, as establishing an inconvenient
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precedent he could not advise the Board to grant the applica-
tion of either Mr. J. P. Ryan or Mrs. F. Doran.
v ’ (Minutes, June 9 and 21, pp. 103 and 135.)

The PrESIDENT reported verbally, that the great number of
people resorting to the Battery for recreation and pleasure, and
the lack of any place of refreshment in that vicinity adapted to
the class of visitors at the Battery, was a strong reason in
favor of granting the application ; that Mr. J. P. Ryan was rec-
ommended as a suitable person, and he moved that a license be
granted to Mr. Ryan to keep a refreshment house on the Bat-
. tery ; that plans be prepared for a building, to be erected by
the Department and paid for by the licensee out of the license
fee received, that an agreement with Mr. Ryan be prepared,
and that the plans and agreement be reported at the next
meeting.

The PresipENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : (

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1. '

East River Park.
The PRESIDENT moved that a license and permission be given
to Mr. Jacob Seabold, Jr., to keep a refreshment saloon on the
East River Park ; that the President be requested to prepare
and submit at the next meeting of the Board, a suitable agree-
ment to be entered into with said Seabold, and that the question
of the ferry house and the occupant, Henry Baxter, be referred
. to the President to report. ,
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
“a majority of all the membeM of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows:
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Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore—S3.
No—Commissioner Stebbing—1.

On motion of Commissioner O’DoNoruE, the Board ad-
jourzed at 12.15 o'clock ». M., to meet on July 12th, 1876,
at 9.30 o’clock . M.

Wa. Trwiy,
Secretary D. P, P.
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 12th, 1876,

9.30 O’CLch A, M.

Adjourned meeting for the purpose of publicly opening pro-
posals for the following work, viz. :
Paving the roadway through Washington Square, leading

from Fifth Avenue to South Fifth Avenue.
(Minutes, Jl.me 28th, 18176, p. 153.)

Present—Commissioner STEBBINS,
« WETMORE.

A quorum not being present, the opening of the proposals
was adjourned until half-past nine o’clock a. M., on Wednesday
the 26th inst.

The Board then met in adjourned session.

Present—Commissioner STEBBINS,
“ ‘WETMORE.

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned without

transacting any business.
Geo. C. Corrn,

Assistant Secretary D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 19th, 1876.

Rroviar MEETING—10 O’CLOCK A. M,

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.
“ STEBBINS,
“ . WETMORE.

On motion of the PrESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of
the previons meetings of the 28th of June and 12th July, 1876,
was dispensed with.

The following communications were presented and read :

Drainage of the 23d and 24th Wards,

From the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works,
acknowledging the receipt of a letter from the PresipENT, call-
ing his attention to the exclusive authority of this Department,
under the terms of Chap. 604, Laws of 1874, to prepare plans
for the drainage of the 23d and 24th Wards, and asking that
the officer in charge of certain dra.inage work in those wards,
which the Department of Public Works was directed to pro-
ceed with by a recent resolution of the Common Council, be
direeted to co-operate with the Civil and Topographical En-
gineer of this Department, in order that the work may be ex-
ecuted in accordance with the plans of this Department; in

which communication the Commissioner of the Department
of Public Works states as follows: “I do not intend to pro-
“ceed in the matter without examining further into the
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“ question of the proper a.uthority for doing this work and

L« complying with every condition necessary to legalize the

“ assessment, and will consult with you before any steps are
“ taken towards the execution of the work.”

(Minutes, June 9, 1876, p. 97.)
Filed. .

City Parks Improvement Fund.

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor-
tionment, forwarding a copy of a resolution of said Board au-
thorizing the Comptroller of the city to issue “ City Parks

Improvement Fund Stocks ” to the amount of $25,000.
(Minutes, May 31st, 1876, p. 71.)

Hiled.

Museums of Art and Natural History Stock.

From the Secrctary of the Board of Estimate and Appor-
tionment, forwarding a copy of a resolution of said Board
authorizing the Comptroller of the city to issue “ Museum of
Art and Natural History Stock ” to the amount of $25,000.

(Minutes, June 28th, 1876, p. 161.)
Filed.

F. W. Brown, .

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, recommending
that Frederick W. Brown, Messenger in his office, be promoted
to the position of Clerk, and that his pay be fixed at $2.50 per

day.
- (Minutes, October 20, 1875, p, 840.)

Laid over until next meeting. .

Sale of Lambs.
From the Director of the Menagerie, recommending that
sixty-five lambs, which are not required on the parks, be sold.
Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said lambs be sold at

public auction.
Adopted.
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Cats in Central Parl;.
From the Director of the Menagerie, recommending that an
officer be detailed to shoot cats, which infest the Central .
Park in great numbers and destroy the birds.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said coummunicationand
subject be referred to the President with power.
Adopted. .

Reports of Menagerie for 1874 and 1875.

From the Director of the Menagerie, requesting that 400
copies of his reports of the menagerie for the years 1874 and

. 1875 be printed in advance of the publication of the Fourth
General Report.

Commissioner STeBBINS moved that the President be re-
quested to make requisition upon the Board of City Record for
the printing of 400 copies of the Report of the Menagerie for
the years 1874 and 1875, in advance of the publication of the
Fourth General Report.

(Minutes, June 9th, 1876, p. 115.)

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

Exhibition of the N. Y. Horticultural Association.

From the Superintending Gardener, reporting that the New

York Horticultural Association had awarded the first prize of

$50 to the collection exhibited from this Department, as the

best collection of plants arranged for effect ; and asking what
disposition shall be made of the prize money.

(Minutes, April 19, 1876, p. 752.) .
Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the said communication
and subject be referred to the President, with power to allow
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the Superintending Gardener to receive and keep said prize, if
it can be legally done.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as féllows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

New County Court House.
From Mr. W. Blackstone, Chairman of the New County Court
~ House Commission, asking permission to erect a temporary en-
closure in the City Hall Park, round said Court House, during
the completion of the building.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said communication and
subject be referred to the President, with power.

Adopted.

Statue of La Fayette.

From Mr. Henry W. Stuckle, on behalf of the commit-
tee for the erection of the statue of General La Fayette, re-
questing that a site for said statue be designated at the south

end of Union Square, in place of in the Central Park.
(Miuutes, June 28, 1876, p. 156.)
Laid over until next meeting.

Edwin B, Jennings.
From Mr. Edwin B. Jennings, applying for the position of

Assistant-Engineer, Rodman or Draughtsman.

(Minutes, Oct. 8, 1875, p. 818.)
Filed.

v E. C. Morrison.

From Mr. E. C. Morrison, late Superintendent of the 23d and
24th Wards, in reply to a communication of the President, ask-
- ing an explanation of certain deficiencies in his account of tools
at the time of his vacating his office, and in which he states that

o
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he still has in his possession eleven shovels, eight picks, five
crowbars, one wheelbarrow and one spike hammer.

The PresIDENT stated, that he had directed the Disbursing
Clerk not to pay Mr. Morrison the amount due him, until
further orders, and he then moved that Mr. Morrison’s expla-
nation be accepted as satisfactory, and that the Disbursing
Clerk be directed to pay him the amount due him for his ser-
vices, when the Property Clerk certifies that he has received the
tools, &e., still in his (Mr. Morrison’s) hands, as mentioned in
his communication. - .

(Minutes, June 14, 18%76, p. 125.)
Adopted.

Religious Services on the Battery.

From the Rev. J. T. Marchant, asking permission to hold
religious services on the Battery Park.

, (Minutes, June 9, 1876, p. 1186.)

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the request be refused,
on the ground that it is contrary to the established rules and
- policy of the Department.

Adopted.

Camera Obscura,
From Mr. Jonas Chandler, requesting permission to erect &

Camera Obscura in Central Park.
(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 1817.)

Refused.

Thomas F. Shay.
From Mr. Henry A. Gumbleton and others, recommending
Mr. Thomas F. Shay for a position on the police force.
Filed.

Andit,

Commissioner STEBBINS, from the Auditing Committee, pre-
sented the following two reports :
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same
to the Board for approval :

Annin & Co., flags and ensigns. . .Maint. and Govnt.

P.and P....... $88 00
Allen, R. H. & Co., scythes....... Maint. and Govmt. .
P.and P...... 3150
Byrne, Jas. E., oats, straw, ete....Maint. and Govmt.
i P.oand P....... 179 02
Dodworth’s Band, music. .. ......Independence Day. . 845 00
Dodworth’s Bahd, music. . . ......Music Central Pk. 270 00
Eureka Chair & Seat Co., reps. to
chairs............ .o ool Maint. and Govt.
Poand P....... 780
Gates, Church E., & Co., lumber. . Maint., ctec., 23d
© and 24th Wards, 21 60
Grafulla, C. S., music............ Musie Central Pk, 550 00
Gordon, Robert, Actg. Treas., ex-
penses Museum of Art.......... Maint. and Govt.
P.andP....... 533 32
Harlem Gas Light Co., gas-meter. . Maint. and Govt.
PoandP...... 26 94
Hotchkiss, Guy C, Field & Co, .
carriage hardwdre,............ City Parks Impt.
Fund......... 10 20
Keuffel & Esser, engineers’ ma-
terials......... N City Parks Impt.
Fund......... $19 44
Maint. and Govt
P.and P...... 180

King, Briggs & Co,, files. .. ......City Parks Impt.
Fund......... 17 25
McNab & Harlem Mfy. Co., plumb- -
ing, matts. ....................Maint, etc, 23d &
24th Wards. ... $ b
Maint. and Govmt.
P. andP....... 2 38



July :19, 1876.] - 173

Martin, J, M. C. & Sons, brushes. . Maint., etc., 23d &
24th Wards,...

City Parks Impt.

Fund...........

Metropolitan‘ Gas Light Co., gas-
meter........................Maint, and Govt.
: P.andP........
Mdrphy, 8. 0. A., paints, oils, ete..City Parks Imp.
Fund..........

" New Jersey Steel & Tron Co., iron

beams. oo v iiiis et City Parks Impt.

k Fund..........

Poillon, C. & R., lumber......... City Parks Tmp.
: = Fund..........

Shepperd, F., repairs to'sprinklers. Maint., etc., 23d &

24th Wards. ...

Shepperd, G., plumbing materials..Maint., ete., 23d &

. 24th Wards. ...

Van Riper, Chas., hardware and
NAIlS. v ine it e Maint., etc., 23¢ &
24th Wards. ...

‘ Valentine, Ebenezer, coal and wood. Maint,, etc., 23d &

24th Wards....

‘Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, hard-

ware and nails. .. .. PN Maint. and Govmt.
Poand P.......

City Parks Impt.

Fund...........

Maint., etc,, 284 &
24th Wards. ...

$§ 4

6 03

6748

39° 850
41 23
698 42
636 68

56 93

24 87

9 00

. 18 00

17 15

$4,147 96
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RECAPITULATION.

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places........ $917 41

. City Parks Improvement Fund..................veenn.. 1,437 385
Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards,...... .......... 128 20 -
Independence Day...%...ooeiveeeivnnrnemeneeneeanss 845 00

Music—Central Park............. DR 820 00
» ———$4,147 96

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of forty-one hundred and forty-seven
dollars and ninety-six cents.
(Signed)  H. G. StEsBINs,

Auditing Committee,
New York, July 19th, 1876.

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same
‘to the Board for approval :

Bancroft, & Yetter, royalty on

sprinkler. . ....... S Maint. and Govmt.
' P.and P..,.... $50 00
Bartlett, J. W., globes.... ....... Maint, and Govmt, )
P.andP....... " 50 00

Bell, Thomas, repairs to harness. .Maint., ete., 23d
and 24th Wards,

1876, 0 vevuent 135
Bell, Thomas, repairs to harness. .Maint.,, etc., 23d
' and 24th Wards. 8 50
Bouker, John A., gravel..........Maint, and Govmt.
P, and P...... 285 85
@artwright, Wm., fish and vege-
tables.....oiiiiiiiii e Maint, and Govmt.
) . P.and P....... 37 90
Coffin, Paul C. & Co., serews and
nails, .. ..o veene e City Parks Impt.
Fund..... T 22 85
Croes, Jas, R., petty expenses. .. .Surveying, laying
‘ out, ete., 2’3d and

- 24th Wards. ... 63 61
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Cottier, John, repairs to clocks, .. Surveying, laying
out, ete., 23d and

24th Wards..... $2 50
Maint, and Govmt,
P, and P....... 4 00
o —_— 6 50
Devlin, John B., paving.......... Paving 8d ave,
from Westchester

ave, to northern
boundary  23d

Ward.......... 2,867 60
"Donegan, C. E., bread and soda ’
biscuit, ... ...o...l, eeves . Maint. and Govmt,
P.and P....... 64 54
Early & Lane, wooden ware, &c..Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P....... 15 75
Everhard, Jas., paving.......... Paving 3d ave,,
a from Westchester

ave, to northern
boundary 23d

Ward. ......... 6,475 58
Gold & Stock Telegraph Co., rent
oflime,.....cviviiiiieiiiininn, Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P....... 15 62
City Parks Impt.
Fund........... 46 88
—_— 62 50
Hazard Powder Co,, powder. ..... City Parks Impt.
Fond........... 26950
Museum  Natural
History........ 5 50 °
—_— 278 00
Hill's Archimedean Lawn Mower
Co., “wipers”........ «.oiues Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P....... 18 00
Irwin, Wm,, petty expenses. .. .. .Maint, and Govmt,
P, and P....... 42 19
City Parks Imp,
Fund........... 70 30

Maint., ete., 23d
- and 24th Wards. 18 27

Music Cent’l Park, 100
- B —— 131 46
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Lester Oil Co,, 0il.............. Maint. and Govmt.
) P.and P....... 31 50
Maint. Harlem R.
Bridges........ 9 00

; P.and P......

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas-
IEYOT: o s wmasimis v am 555 BEmemEn Maint, and Govmt.
P.and P.......

Mallory & Co, manila rope........Independence day
N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas-
MetOr. .. .vuvenneirieinnenann Maint. & Govmt,

Museum Natural
History....... 45 90

United Farmers’ Milk Co., milk. . .Maint and Govnzt.

Vaux, Calvert, commissions. .. ....Museum of Art.,..
Valentine & Briggs, rent of office. . Maint. 23d & 24th
Wards........
Wall’s Sons, Wm,, rope.......... Maint, and Govmt.
P.and P....... -
Wetmore & Co., iron.............Maint. and Govmt.
Poand B, oo
Wheatly, R. R., oats, hay, &c.....Maint. 234 & 24th

176 ) _ [ Wednesday,
King, Joseph, keep of horse......Surveying, laying

out, etc., 28d and
24th Wargls. s

40 50
387 48

64 15
22 83

415

1,019 25

21 06
875 00

40 00
12 54
25 65

86 96

812,517 99
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" RECAPITULATION,

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places........ $1,131 08
City Parks Improvement Fund .............cc. ..., 1,382 88
Maintenance, ete., 23d and 24th Wards. .. ............... 106 11
Harlem River bridges, repairs, improvement and maint, .. 9 00.
Surveying, laying-out, ete,, 23d and 24th Wards.......... 96 11
Independence Day .......ovetiiiiiii i, 22 33
Museum Natural History.............ooiveeniiiann. .. 51 40
Musenm of Art . ....ovuniein i i e e 878 00
Music—Central Park............... FUUURTTRRR 100
Paving 8d Av. from Westchester Av. to northern boundary

283d Ward,............. Pevreanes Teesereherr e 9,343 18

$12,617 09

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twelve thousand five hundred and
seventeen dollars and nine cents.

Commilttee,

(Signed) H. G. SrEBBINS, lf Auditing

New York, July 19th, 1876.

The PrESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment.

The PrEsIDENT put the question whether the Board
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the
- affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting
in favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

East River Park,

The PresiDENT presented a copy of a summons and
dn injunction order, issued in the matter of “ Augusta
“Sulzer and Herman Sulzer, plaintiffs, against The Mayor,
“ Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of New York and the
“ Department of Public Parks in the City of New York, de-
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“.fe‘ndants,” which had been served on the Department, re-
straining it from taking possession of the premises in the East
River Park, occupied by the plaintiffs. The President then
reported that he had, by request of the Counsel for the
Corporation, appeared for the Department, and obtained an
order dissolving said injunction order, and he moved that said
papers be placed on file.

Adopted.

Third Avenue Paving.
W. H. Grant.

The PRESIDENT reported verbally, that there is no appropria-
tion out of which this Department can direct the payment of
the bill of Mr. William H. Grant, Engineer, amounting to
$297, for professional services, in making an inspection of the
- pavement of Third avenue. '
(Minutes, May 24, 1876, p. 69.)

Accepted.

Commissioner STEBBINS then offered the following preambles
and resolution, viz. : '

Whereas, There is due and unpaid to Mr. Wilham H. Grant,
Engineer, the sum of $297, for professional services, in making
an inspection of the paving of Third avenue in the Twenty-
third ward, and

Whereas, There is no appropriation under the control of this
Department, out of which said sum can be directed to be paid,

esolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment
be, and hereby is, requested to transfer from any unexpended
balance the sum of $297, for the purpose of enabling said bill
8o due to said W. H. Grant to be paid.

The PresDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board
voting in favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—-f(}ommissi_oners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.
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M. Curley.

The PrESIDENT reported that there is still due to Mr. M.
Curley, carriage manufacturer, a small bill for repairs to a wagon
of the Department, which he had executed under a regular order
from the Department, in the year 1872, and that there is now
no appropriation out of which to direct said bill to be paid.
Heo, therefore, offered the following preambles and resolution,
viz. :

Whereas, There is still due and unpaid to M. Chrley,carriage
manufacturer, the sum of $54.30, for repairs to a wagon be-
longing to the Department of Public Parks, and which repairs
were made by him in the year 1872, and ‘

Whereas, There ‘is now no appropriation out of which said
sum can be paid, Co

Hesolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment
be, and hereby is, requested to transfer from any unexpended
balance the sum of $54.30, for the purpose of enabling said
bill so due to said M. Curley to be paid.

The PrEsIDENT pub the question whether the Board would
agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board
voting in favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

) Engineering Corps,

‘Commissioner STEBBINS, from the Auditing Committee, re-
ported verbally in relation to the following named former
members of the Engineering corps, viz., E. A. Miller, J. C,
Trimbell and Peter Kelly ; and, inasmuch as they rendered
services to the Department subsequent to the termination of
their employment on the 15th day of January last, without
which service the Department would have been very much
embarrassed and its work retarded, he recommended that they
be paid for such time as they actually worked subsequent to
January 15th last, and for which they have not been paid, at
the rates of pay allowed them respectively prior to January 15th,
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1876, and that their pay be charged to the “ City Parks’ Im-
provement Fund,” as provided by See. 1, Chap. 608, Laws of
1875.

He also requested leave for the Committee to make a fur-
ther report upon the amounts due to other members of said
Engineering corps.

(Minutes June 28th, 1876, p. 160.)

The PrestpENT moved that said report be accepted and
adopted by the Board, and that the Auditing Committee be’
given leave to make a further report upon the remaining mem-
bers of the Engineering Corps.

The PrESIDENT then put the question whether the Board
would agree to- said motion, and it was determined in
the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board
voting in favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—S3.

Maintenance of the 23d and 24th Wards.

Commissioner WETMORE, made a partial report, verbally, upon
the maintenance of the 23d and 24th Wards, and recommended
that, inasmuch as Acker Merrill, Messenger in the office of
the Superintendent of said wards, performed the work of
clerk as well as that of messenger, that his pay be raised
from $2.00 to $2.50 per day.

(Minutes, June 28th, 1370, p. 161.)

Commissioner STeEBBINS moved that the consideration of
said report be laid over until the next meeting of the Board.

Adopted.

Screened Gravel, Broken Stone, &e,
The PresipENT offered the following preamble and resolu-
tion, viz. :

Whereas, The contract for gravel and broken stone for the
maintenance of the roads in the 23d and 24th Wards was
- awarded by this Department to John A. Bouker on the 19th



July 19, 1876.] 181

May last, and the proposal of said John A. Bouker was sent
to the Comptroller for his action on the sureties on the 23d
May last, and has not yet been returned by him, in conse-
quence of which the work of repairing the roads in those
wards has been delayed,

Resolved, That the Comptroller be requested to act on the
approval of the sureties immediately.

(Minutes, May 19th, 1876, p. 52.)

The PresipENT put the question whether the Board
would agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was de-
termined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of
the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows:

' Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore.—3.

On motion of the PrESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 11
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday the 26th inst., at 9.30
o’clock . m. : :

‘Wu. Irwin,
Secretary D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 26th, 1876.

9.30 0'CLOCK A. M.

‘Adjourned meeting for the purpose of publicly opening pro-
posals for the following work, viz :
Paving the roadway through Washington Square, leading

from Fifth Avenue to South Fifth Avenue.
(Minutes, July 12, 1876, p. 165.)

Present—Commissioner MarTIN, President.

“ STEBBINS.
“ - O’DoNOHUE.
“ ‘WETMORE.

The Comptroller of the City.

The PresipENT stated that he had received an opinion
from the Counsel to the Corporation upon the objection raised
by the Comptroller of the City, on the 21st June last, viz,
that the work of repaving said roadway was the duty of the
Department of Public Works and not of the Department of
Public Parks, in which the Counsel to the Corporation states

as follows :

¢ Under the circumstances, I am compelled to the conclusion
“ that the land described in the petition and order,” (being the
greater portion of the roadway proposed to be paved), * ceased:
“on the 25th February, 1870, to be a part of the public parks,.
“ and became part of the public streets.
% % * % * * * * *

“T am therefore, of the opinion, that so much of the present
“roadway through Washington Square as was included in the
¢ proceedings for the opening and extension of Laurens Street,
« 11§ not under the jurisdiction of the Department of Publie:
¢ Parks.” :

Filed.
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On motion of Commissioner WETMORE, the said opinion of
the Counsel to the Corporation was ordered to be filed, and
the opening of the proposals was adjourned until Wednesday
the 9th August, 1876, at half-past nine o’clock A. m.

The Comptroller of the City then retired, and the Board
met in adjourned session.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.

“ STEBBINS.
“ O’DoNOHUE.
b ‘WETMORE.

Statue of the late W. H. Seward.

On motion of the PRESIDENT the order of business was sus-
pended, and Messrs. Richard Schell and George J. Forrest,
from the Committee of Citizens, who offer to presenf the
statue of the late Willlam H. Seward, were received. Mr.
.Randolph Rogers, the artist of said statue, was also received.

These gentlemen then requested that permission be given
to place the statue on Madison Square, near Fifth Avenue and
Twenty-third Street, in place of on the Central Park; and they
offered, if the permission were granted, to pay all expenses of
the construction of the foundations of the pedestal for the
statue.

The PrESIDENT then stated that he had, in company with the
Landscape Architect, examined the various sites on the Central
Park where the statue could be placed; and that both the
Landscape Architect and he were of the opinion that a site at
the southwest corner of Madison Square was the best, and
most appropriate for the statue, and that they had in the first
place suggested this site to the Committee.

The Committee then retired, and the President offered the
following resolution :

Resolved, That the statue of the late Wm. H. Seward be
placed at the southwest corner of Madison Square.
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. That the Superintendent of Parksbe, and hereby is, directed
to make such changes in the walks of that portion of Madison
Square as may be rendered necessary by the erection of said
statue ; and that the Committee: of Citizens presenting said
statue be, and hereby are, permitted to construct the founda-
tions for said statue, under the supervision of the Superintend-

ent of Parks,
. (Minuntes, June 21, 1876, p. 184.)

The PresIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Q’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

. Minutes.

The order of business was then resumed, and the minutes of

the previous meetings of June 28th, July 12th and 19th, 1876,
were read and approved. ,

The following communications were then presented and read :

Tompkins Square.
. From his Honor' the Mayor, transmitting a copy of the fol-
lowing resolution, adopted by the Board of Aldermen on the

22d June, viz. :

" :Resolved, That his Honer the Mayor be, and he is hereby, respectfully requested
$o make a thorough investigation of the causes that have produced the present
outrageons condition of -the surface of Tompkins Square, and if it is proved true
that the present Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks then in office,
and who authorized: the destruction of said square, and expended thereon, as is
alleged, hetween $20,000 and $30,000, in violation of law and in opposition to the
opinjon of the Counsel to the Corporation, the legal adviser of the city officials,
then that he prefer charges against such Commissioners, and submit the same,
with the testimony taken at such investigation, to his Excellency the Governor,
and request his assent to the removal from office of such derelict Commissioners,

" His Honor the Mayor also asks for a full report “of all the

« facts in and about the matters and things in the resolution
“ mentioned or referred to.” ‘

The PresENT then presented and read a letter which he
had prepared in answer to the communication of his Honox
the Mayor.
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Commissioner WETMORE moved that the letter prepared by
the President be approved, that it be entered at length on the

minutes, and that it be forwarded to his Honor the Mayor.
(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 144.) ’

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

(Rerry.)

DEerarT™MENT OF PuBLic Parks,
86 Union Square (East).

New York, 26th July, 1876,

To the Hon. Wittiam H. Wickmawm,
Mayor of the City of New York:

Sir,—~We acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 6th July instant, communi-
cating the resolutions passed by the Board of Aldermen in reference to Tompkins
Square, and we propose to reply to it, although the resolution has since been re-
scinded by the Board.

The origin of this resolution is evident, from the letter of the Comptroller, on
the same subject, to Mr. Otterburg and others, dated 6th July, 1876, in which
their purport is expanded into definite charges against this Department.

The Comptroller himself is the sole cause of the condition of this square.

It would have been completed last fall but for Comptroller Green’s obstruc-
tions. The Comptroller has done his best to thwart the work, so that he could
take advantage of its present unfortunate condition, unjustly to throw the blame
of his own actions upon this Department. The proof of the Comptroller’s respon.
sibility for the condition of Tompkins Square is herewith furnished.

The money which pays for the work upon this square was received under an
appropriation by the Legislature of 1875. Commissioners Martin and O’Donchue
procured the appropriation. Neither of the other Commissioners aided in it, and
Comptroller Green used every effort to defeat the appropriation, both before the
Senate Committee and the Governor, but he was unsuccessful,

As soon as the bill was signed, the plan for this work was ordered to comple-
tion. Commissioners Stebbins and Williamson, who, in the Board as then consti-
tuted, represented the views and followed the policy of the Comptroller, refused
to put any men at work on Tompkins Square, although it was urged repeatedly
by Commissioners Martin and O’Donohue, until 27th September, 1875, and then
they consented to only half the number required. On 23d October, Commissioner
Martin moved for fifty additional laborers in order to complete Tompkins Square,
-and it was defeated by the negative votes of Messrs. Stebbins and Williamson,

The result of this was that, for want of a sufficient number of workmen, the
work was not completed before the winter set in, With the number asked for it
‘could have been finished.
 The work which was done in the fall of 1875 was done by the day, under the
‘opinion of the -Counsel to the Corporation, addressed to the Comptroller under
date of 1st November, 1875, in which, in an examination of this question, he says:

* Under these circumstances my opinion is that the Park Department have
“ authority, with reference to the Riverside Park and Tompkins Square, to



July 26, 1876.] 187

“do the work. contemplated either by contract or day’s work, or in such :
“ manner &8 they shall deem best.”

In December the Comptroller raised the objection that the work should be done
by contract and not by the day, and he refuged to meet the pay-rolls. In-conse-
quence of this new obstacle from Comptroller Green the work was obliged to be
suspended in January, .

In March the plans and specifications were ordered for the grading and curbin,
of the square, and a contract for this part of the work was in due time advertise
and given out, and the work has been begun:

The remainder of the work on the square can be done best by day’s work. It
is park work; the grading of the green sward, the planting of trees, the shaping of
the terraced mound at the southwest corner, and the arbor at the northwest corner.
In the nature of the case, and like other park work, this cannot advantageously
be done by contract. We take the ground that we have a right to do it, as park
work, in which we have been supported by the opinion of the Corporation Counsel, .
given 1st November, 1875. It is these fruitless and frivolous questions raised by,
the Comptroller, founded on his opposition to our refusal to reduce the rate of
wages, and to the system of day’s work, that has delayed the prosecution of this
work to the present time. Comptroller Green is solely responsible for this delay,
The members of this Board, except those who followed the policy and carried out
the views of the Comptroller, have been strenuous in their efforts for the prosecu-
tion of this work, and no cause or reason of any kind can be found for the delay or
for its present condition, except in the obstructions of the Comptroller.

There are two points on which we have always differed from him; the first is,
that we have steadily refused to reduce the wages of the laborer ; secondly, we
have insisted on doing, by the day and not by contract, work which cannot be
done by contract.

These are the only points that we know of, to account for his obstruetions,

Tompkins Square was originally laid out in paths and green sward and planted
with trees, much the same as Wyashington Square. In 1870 the trees and grass
were removed, having been mainly destroyed by misuse, a tar concrete surface was
substituted, and it was turned into an open plaza for military parades., To restore
it to grass and foliage would have required the removal of the existing surface and
a heavy deposit of mould in its place, which would have been very expensive,
A plan was adopted, more economical in treatment and advantageous in effect, on
the recommendation of Mr. Olmsted, by which the centre was reserved for a
parade ground, and triangles on each corner for grass and planting and for park

. purposes; on the southwest corner a terraced mound is provided, from which the

whole surface of the square can be surveyed, and the northwest corner will be or-
namented with an arbor and a fountain, This plan meets all the needs of the
public service, and it would have been completed last winter except for the ob-
structions of the Comptroller, which he properly described as “ wholly inexcus-
able.”

In his futile attempt to throw the blame of his own faults over upon this De-

%)artmeut, the Comptroller had no other resource than to assign the trouble to
alse canses. 1st. That there was a lack of experience and ability in the present
administration of the Department ; and 2dly. That its attention was diverted from
its proper duties to personal animosities and political compaigning. He will not
in this way be able to turn the attention of the people from the vjces of his own
previous and long administration of this Department, and his more recent strug-
g}lle to continue its direction furtively—vices which we are engaged in reforming
thoroughly.

We gharge directly and distinctly upon the preceding administration of the
Department, which was in the hands of the gentleman whom he sought to have
made its single and sole head, and which was mainly controlled by his views, that
the abuses which we have reformed were those which he had originated, which
hagd filled the Department with partisans, and brought its administration to the
highest stage of extravagance and the lowest stage of efficiency

1st. We have displaced many of these partisans, and each vacanc{ has been
filled by men appointed solely on the ground of superior merit. When it is added
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that the men removed were the personal followers of the Comptroller, who were
capable of meeting his wishes and imitating, on an inferior seale, his political
practices, we describe the worst class of men who can infest a city department.

2d. We have also changed the whole policy of the Department. It waits no
longer for the approval of the Comptroller, or any other external officer, upon its
measures. and it no longer drifts from plan to plan, and from day to day, at the
pleasure of subordinate employés, without executive head or forethought, In
place of it we have undertaken an administration which, in the end, will produce
results more serviceable to the people with less money, and (despite the efforts of
the Comptroller to obstruct us) greater efficiency of management at less expense
than has ever before been obtained in its history. In the most effective and con-
clusive way, to wit, by contrast ‘of the present and the future with the past, we
shall utterly condemn the expensive abd useless projects of Mr. Green, while he
led the Department, and put an end to that reckless extravagance of expenditure,
of which there are so many unfinished examples left as his legacies for us to repair,
and complete.

His attacks upon us are adroit in two respects:

1st. He charges upon us the very faults which he has been guilty of, and
which he knows' a reformed administration will steadily bring to light, even
though' it must expose the errors of his management.

2d. In respect to Tompkins Square, he creates the evil the people complain
of, in. order to have the opportunity of making out of it a false accusation
against the administration which alone, and in spite of him, has accomplished
everything that has been done for it. The Comptroller is too well known, -
and to too many people, to cause any apprehension that any one will' be misled
by his statements or his charges. To give him an ample opportunity, we chal-
lenge him to state a single fact, in respect to Tompkins Square, which will
show that the blame for its unfinished condition rests upon any one else than
himself or the persons he has influenced, or to state a single fact sustaining any
of his charges or instructions. No such fact exists.

In order to obviate further obstructions by the Comptroller, and to prevent
him from refusing to meet the pay-rolls, a resolution was introduced on the
9th day of June,in the Board of Aldermen, giving us authority to do the work
on Tompking Square by the day. This resolution was pending before them at
the. time they passed the resolution finding fault with wus, which you
transmit to us. They permitted the Comptroller to put them in the inconsis-
tent position of blaming us for the delayin the work of which he was the sole
cause, while they were refusing to pass this resolution authorizing us to do
the work.

On-the 22d of July, instant, they passed the resolutionunder which, if you
approve it, we will now be authorized to go on with this work, limiting its
effect to the first day of September next. This, everybody knows, is an insuffl-
cient time in which to complete the work, for none of the planting, for in-
stance, can be done before November; but it gives them the opportunity,
in face of their own actions and in opposition to the truth, to assume that they
and not we have been making determined offorts for the completion of
Tompkins Square. :

Respectfully,
(Signed) W. R. MarTIN,
President D. P, P,

Pay-rolls.

From his Honor the Mayor, forwarding a copy of the
following communication which he had received from the
Comptroller of the city concerning the pay-rolls of this De-
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partment, and asking that ¢“if the catises for complaint

“ therein contained are just, that they be remedied, if in the
“power of the Department so to do.”

(Cory LErtER OF THE COMPTROLLER.) ~

Ciry oF New YoRgk, Fiance DEPARTMENT, ;
CoMPTROLLER'S OFFIOE,

June 26, 1876.
Hon. Wirniam H, Wickaaw,
Mayor : :

Sir,—Herewith I transmit to you the pay-rolls- of -the- Department of Public
Parks for the two weeks ending June 17, 1876, with ‘warrants therefor
amounting to $15,242.73.

I have signed the warrants because the laborers and employees upon - the
rolls have, as 1 am advised, a just and legal claim for their services, and should
not suffer by delay. on account of irregularities in the management of the
affairs of that Department. '

But, in transmitting these payrolls, I call your attention to the fact that
they are not made dut in accordance with forms and methods of keeping the
accounts which have been prescribed by the Finance Department, and which
should be done in order to enable this Department to examine and audit the
pay-rolls properly and correctly, in conformity with the law.

I have repeatedly brought this matter to the attention of the Department of
Parks, and requested that the pay-rolls shall be made out correctly, and the in-
formation furnished which is peeessary for ‘the guidance of this Department in
examining and auditing them. In the absence of such information this Depart-
ment can exerciseno check upon wasteful and unlawful expenditures by the De-
partment of Public Parks, and it cannot be ascertained whether the work charged '
for has been performed in accordance with law,

) Very respectfully,
(Signed) Anprew H. OBEEN,
Compiroller.

The PrEsIENT then presented and read a reply to the com-
munication of his Honor the Mayor. i

Commissioner O'DoNoHUE moved that said reply be ap-
proved, that it be: entered at length on the minutes, and that
it be forwarded to his Honor the Mayor.

; ' (Minutes, June 9, 1876, p. 108.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
\agreé to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : .

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.
No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.
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(RepLy 7o His Howor THE MAYOR.)

DeparryENT OF PuBLic Parks,
36 Union Square (East.) g
New Yorx, July 26th, 1876.
Hox. Wu. H. Wicknan,
Mayor of the City of New York :

Sir,—In reply to your letter of 5th July, inst., transmitting one to you from the
Comptroller, of 26th June, I have the honor to submit copies of all the correspond-
ence between this Department and the Comptroller since 1st May, 1876, on the
subject of our pay-rolls, to wit:

1. Letter from Comptroller, dated 11 May, 1876.

2. Letter from this Department, dated 17 May, 1876.

8. Letter from this Department, dated 9 June, 1876,

(Here follows the above mentioned letters in full, and which are to be found on
pages 89 and 109 of the minutes of May 19th and June 9th, 1876.)

From this correspondence it will be clear—

1st. That we keep and render the accounts in the forms which have been pre-
scribed by the Comptroller, which have been in use by us, and accepted as suffi-
cient by him since 1873, :

2d. That these accounts give the Cemptroller all the information that he has
asked for, to the full extent to which he has notified us of what he wants.

8d. That he has not prescribed any new or different forms for keeping and
rendering the accounts,

4th, That we are willing to give him any information as to these accounts that
he wants, but that he has not specified any.

You will see that all the substantial statements of his letter, to wit:

1st. That the pay-rolls are not made out in aceordance with the form which he
has prescribed ;

2(%. That he has repeatedly requested that the pay-rolls should be made out cor-
rectly. :

3d?7 That information should be furnished him which is necessary for the guid-
ance of the Finance Department ;—

are precisely contradicted by the facts.

His statements are probably supported in his own mind by the circumstance
that he has written letters on the business of the Department to individual Com-
missioners, and has written letters to the Department, and enclosed and addressed
them to individual Commissioners, :

These letters have never been received by the Board, nor have their contents
become known to them.

The practice of corresponding privately with different Commissioners on such
separate topics of business as the Comptroller might select, and of sending letters
to the Department addressed to individual Commissioners, at their offices or resi.
dences, it was foreseen, would lead to so many delays and embarrassments that
the Board, on the 21st June, 1876, adopted the following preamble and resolution :

“ Whereas, The Comptroller has recently adopted the practice of addressing
“’communications, relating to business between himself and this Department, to
“one or more individual Commissioners, and of addressing others to the Départ-

_ “ fent, and then enclosing them to an individual Commissioner,

“In view of the proprieties of official correspondence, and in order to prevent
““ confusion and embarrassment to the public business: -

“ Resolved, That such letters will not be received or considered by the Board.”

It cannot cause any inconvenience to the Comptroller to send his official corres-
pondence directly to this Department, and we will not allow ourselves to be

, drawn ‘into- any of his irregular practices of entangling and embarrassing public
affairs, } \

He has chosen to use langnage in his letter to you which implies that there are
irregularities in the management of our affairs, and wasteful aud unlawful expen-
ditures, Persons familiar with the moods of the Comptroller will recognize such
imputations as his habit, when he knows that he is in the wrong.

He knows that he cannot state any facts in support of such imputations,
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- The member of our Board, to whom the Comptroller asked the Legislature to
give the whole powers of the Department, and constitute its single head, has re-
p:fatedldy moved to reduce the rate of wages, but these motions have always been
defeated. '

For such of our work as can advantageously be done by contract, we have
adopted that mode of doing it; while for such as cannot advantageously be done
in that way, we have continued the method of day’s work.

Besides these two points, we (o not know of any differences with the Comp-
troller. If we could expect him to face the responsibility of declaring these or
any of our operations as “irregular, wasteful or unlawful,” we would meet him,
and for every one of his false accusations, show ten distinet reforms in economy
and efficiency, sinee the time when he had the control or directed the management
of this Department. .

We do not expect this from him, for he can never face the facts; but in due
time, our work will show contrasts with his, which we will not hesitate to pub-
lish, and which will show him to be the originator of the useless and extravagant
projects in this Department, which have proved to be so disastrouns to the publie.

‘We are now condueting the general maintenance of the Parks at an expense
onehalf less than that of either of the few preceding years, and are enforcing
economy in every field of our work, and, with greater efficiency of management,
we are producing results every way more beneficial to the public. .

No one knows this better than the Comptroller. The proof of it is found in
this: that in all his attacks upon us, at the present time, or before the Legis-
lature last winter, he has never passed from vague and scandalous charges to the
definite specification of a single fact.

A letter has recently—on the 12th July ult.—been received from Comptroller
Green on the subject, in which he conforms to the request made in our letter of
11th June, and prescribes new forms for the accounts. This is now under con-
sideration to its practicability, and the additions which will be necessary to the
clerical force. By this letter he concedes the whole point of the correspondence,
and shows that we have, up to this time, fully conformed to everything, in re-
spect to the aceounts, which we had been required to do.

I am, sir,
Yours respectfully,
Wu. R. MarTIN,
Lresident D, P, P.
Pay-rolls.

From the Comptroller of the City, enclosing a form of pay-
roll, and prescribing as follows, viz : '

“That a separate pay-roll shall be prepared by the Pepart-
“ ment of Public Parks in the form hereto annexed, properly
“ certified by the Commissioners of said Department, of the
“ persons employed by said Department on each different work
“ or kind of woﬂz conducted and carried on by said Depart-
“ ment, and the location of each of said works respectively.

“ That there shall also be made out and transmitted to the
“ Finance Department, with each pay-roll, a schedule stating
“ the account to which the Commissioners of the Department
“ of Public Parks deem it proper that the total amount of said
“ pay-rolls should be charged.

¢ That the said pay-rolls be so prepared by the Department
“of Public Parks, that no employee on any work, payable
“ ouf of taxation as prescribed by the Board of Estimate and

{
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& Appoi'tionment, shall be included on the same roll with work
“ payable from the proceeds of any other account or fund.”

The PRESIDENT then presented and read a report upon the
subject of the Comptroller’s communication.

Commissioner O’DoNoHUE moved that said report be received
and printed at length on the minutes.

' (DMinutes, June 9, 1876, p. 108, and page 189.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

RePorT oF THE PRESIDENT, ON THE SUBJECT OF PRESCRIPTIONS
OF THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT, WITH REFERENCE TO THE
" PREPARATION OF THE Pav-RorLis.

- The letter from Comptroller Green, upon the form of keeping
and rendering the accounts, dated 8th July, 1876, was sent to
the office of this Department on the 12th instant.

I.—It contains the first indication ever received from the
Comptroller as to the changes he desired in the form of keep-
ing and rendering accounts. His language—which for one so
well acquainted as he is with the accounts, seems to be pur-
posely obscure—calls for the following changes in the making
up of the pay-rolls. .

1st. That the men who are employed on maintenance work
and paid out of the moneys received from the Board of Esti-
mate and Apportionment, shall be placed on pay-rolls distinct
from those on construction work paid for out of the moneys
appropriated by the Legislature ; and that this shall be done
evenin the case of a laborer who works a part of his time on
each class of work, and that each laborer shall appear on each
separate pay-roll for the time he gives to each distinet work.

2d. That the different works or kinds of work, and their lo-
cation, whether of construction or maintenance, shall be placed
on separate pay-rolls. This appears to refer to the subdivision
of maintenance and construction money. There is no indica-
tion that this subdivision should extend further.

3d. That these pay-rolls shall be accompanied by a schedule,
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in which they are summarized under the head of the accounts,
to which the different pay-rolls are chargeable.

II.—Under the existing appropriation the following classifi-
cations are made by the sources from which the appropriation
is derived.

1. Maintenance money, appropriated by the Board of Esti-
mate and Apportionment. :

Salaries,

Police, ,

Maintenance of Parks (and Museums),

Harlem River Bridges,

Music Central Park,

Independence day.

Maintenance and government 23d and 24th Wards,
Rebuilding and repairs Bronx river bridges.
Surveying, &c., 28d and 24th Wards.

City Hall pavement.

2. Construction money under Chapter 908, Laws of 1875.

ITT.—These are the only subdivisions of work recognized by
the authority which has made the appropriation, and to which
we are under any legal obligation to conform. Since the Comp-
troller has failed to define any further subdivisions, although
the whole  subject is minutely within his own knowledge, we
dre not to infer that he means anything more than the law re-
quires.

In any view, to go beyond the subdivision above indicated
will materially interfere with the operations of the Department,
and will increase the expense of the clerical force without any
advantage. '

IV.—For along period of years the method of conducting the
operations of the Department have been as follows :

The men have been grouped in gangs under different fore-
men, each covering certain kinds of mechanical work, or else
general work in a certain locality.

The following are the subdivisions at the present time :

1. Foreman Treadwell, over the carpenter’s work, with about
fifteen men.

2. Foreman Van Riper, over the machinist’s work, with about

-twelve men. ,
- ‘8. Foreman Croff, over the mason’s, with about fifty men
(including fifteen laborers).

4. Foreman Smith, over rock exeavation work, with about
twenty-five men.

5. Foreman Meehan, over the stables, with about thirty-five
men. :

6. Foreman McGovern, over the upper section of the Park,
with about eighty men. '
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7. Foreman Hodges, over thecentral section of the Park, with
about fifty-two men.

8. Foreman Crowley, over the lower seetion of the Park, with
about sixty men.

9. Foreman Flanagan, over the small City Parks above Canal
Street, with about twenty men. A

10. Foreman Crimmins, on the small City Parks below Canal
Street, with about ten men. )

11. Foreman Johnson, on East River Park, with about forty-
five men.

The first four of these foremen follow their mechanieal work
in whatever locality work of their kind is going on. The re-
maining seven supervise all the work of all kinds, both mainte-
. nance and construction, within their allotted district, except the
mechanical work coming under the first four foremen.

Each one of these foremen attends to all the work that comes
within his supervision, with the same men, and men are used
in maintenanee work or construction work as the work is ready
to be done. Tt often happens that men are transferred from a
piece of maintenance work to a piece of construction work, and
that one man may be employed on several different works on
the same day. In the actual operation in the field, an econom-
ical method requires that the same men shall be employed on
the work that at the time needs to be done, and that construc-
tion and maintenance work may be put before them in frequent
alternation. In this respect, the division between the main-
tenanee and construction accounts is artificial ; for instance, the
carpenter’s gang may be employed for a whole or part of the
day upon repairs of a building which is maintenance, ard then
transferred, a part of them, to the new boat house, which ig
construction, and the rest of them to repair one of the wild an-
imal’s cages, which is maintenance ; and this duty of keeping
the men constantly employed, and the work rapidly pushed, is
the test of a capable foreman.

It will appear from this that the distinction between main-
tenance and construction work is, in some sense, arbitrary ;
for instance, the graveling of a road when it has been washed
away is maintenance, and the extension of the same road up
to the gate, where it had been left unfinished, is construction.
Setting out new trees is construction, and pruning standing
ones is maintenance. These distinctions are sometimes nice,
but they are settled nwpon long established rules and practice
in the Department, which are applied with precision to meet
these distinctions, and they are poinis on which the Depart-
ment, if they have any function at all, must exercise an un-
questioned judgment.

By the present practice, the foreman of each gang divides
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_ the aggregate of hours his men (say 30) have worked that
day (say 240 hours) upon the different pieces of work upon
_Which they have been employed, for instanee— ,

Hours
Road~—repairing .......o..oiiiiii e erenescs voe.. 40
Road—constructing ............cvciiiiiiii i iiinin. 130 °
Planting . ... ......c00as ‘esieasan eetesebersvnrennneis 20
Grass cutting..................... SR R -
Cleaning walks........ ... oo i iiiieveniiiian. 25
Care of buildings, .... P 7
Preparing manure........co.coeiiiiiiiiiiiinneans .. 10

240

and this return goes to the Superintendent, who marks these
works respectively as construction or maintenance, according °
to established principles, for this duty is not left to the fore-
men ; the pay-rolls are made out for these men every two
weeks ; the amount for each gang is added together, and the
aggregate of the pay-rolls of all the gangs is divided into two
items, showing how much of it went to construetion and
how much to maintenance.

V.—To make the change proposed by the Comptroller of
placing each man on a separate pay-roll for the time he gives
to construetion work and the time he gives fo mainterance
work, when they are transferred so frequently from one piece
of work to another, and each gang has so many different
items of work to attend to, both of maintenance and eonstrue-
tion, will require an account to be kept with each laborer, and
their transition is so frequent as to require a large increase in

_the clerical force. They will require also a new system of
time books and foremen’s returns and the preparation of new
blanks. :

V1.—From this outline of the field work of the Department,
it is apparent that it is not necessary to make any further
sub-divisions. than as above set forth, for the following
reasons : _

1st. The law does not require it. :

2d. The details of work are entirely within the control and
management of this Department, and not of the Comptroller ;
our actions and determinations are not subordinate either to
his judgment or criticism. These are among our unquestion-
able powers and - duties, and the law makes our conclusions
binding upon the Comptroller. This is a situation which there
is no: propriety in our changing. . '

3d. The present method of keeping the accounts will exhibit
all that is above stated, if we: have the increase of the elerical
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force above indicated, for it will necessarily require, instead of
‘a_division of the aggregate of the hours each gang are em-
ployed, an individual account with ‘each laborer.

4th. The power given the Comptroller under the 29th Sec-
tion of the Charter, to prescribe the form of keeping and
rendering the accounts, refers to those accounts which we are
by law required to keep and render. It does not give the
Comptroller any new legislative powers to require of us more
than the law imposes on us.

Comptroller Green has now, and has had for many years, an
accurate knowledge of all the modes of operations of the
Department, and of all that is here stated; and until he
chooses to indicate some more minute subdivision, it is
proper to assume that he wants of us exactly what the law
requires us to give.

VII.—1I therefore reccommend :

1st. That new time-books and the necessary blanks be pre-
pared, and requisition made for printing of the same.

2d. That, when these books and blanks are obtained and
approved, the accounts be kept and rendered as follows :

(a.) Showing the men employed on maintenance and those
on construction on separate pay-rolls, including the case where
the same man does both kinds of work.

(b.) That the nature or kind of work be subdivided accord-
ing to the requirements of law, as stated in the second para-
graph, with a description of the location to the same extent.

3d. That at the outset, an attempt be made to do the addi-
tional clerical work with one more clerk.

VIII.—In addition to the business points, which are proper
subjects of his communieation, and which have been above
fairly considered, the Comptroller lowers his office o make his
official correspondence the vehicle of his personal spite, of at-
tempts at petty annoyance, and for deliberate falsehoods. In
these respects he is not to be sheltered or protected by the
‘proprieties of an official correspondence. His action, in doing
so, makes it the duty of this Department to meet these attacks
at once, to put the proper stamp on him, and to make the
proper distinction between the official intercourse which they
are compelled to have with him, and his shameless conduct as
a man.

IX.—Since the control of the Department was changed in
May of this year, and the Comptroller saw that his traditional
modes of administration were subverted, his hold upon it lost,
and that every change would bring to light the corruptions and
. abuses that have grown under his fostering care, his instinct
led him to recognize the necessity of making some attack on
the Department, and he had to resort to falsehood when he
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could find no facts to serve him. He began by the practice of
writing communications personally to one, or to three, of the
four Commissioners, and not to the Department or. to its offi-
cers. "When he found that these communications were treated
as they deserved, he resorted to the practice of heading his
letters to the Department, and then enclosing them in enve-
lopes addressed to an individual Commissioner, and sending
them to his house or office, and afterward addressing them
personally to one of the Commissioners and sending them to
the office of the Department. These practices were such a
violation of official propriety that the Board, by a resolution,
on 21st June last, refused to receive or consider them.

It was foreseen that this practice would lead to embarrass-
ments and entanglements in the public business, which would
further his purpose of making trouble with the Department.
There could be no reason why he should not send his commu-
nications directly to the Department,and he admits the irregu-
larity of his practices and his personal purposes by addressing
properly, and sending directly, to the Department such commu-
nications as the one now in question, to which he desires to
receive an answer. '

Mr. Green could never expect such practices to be tolerated.
My, Green’s effort at Albany, last winter, in reference to this
Department, was to give its whole powers to one of the Com-
missioners, as itssingle executive. This purpose was defeated,
and he now seeks, in the mode above described, to manage it
when he can, and to entangle it where he cannot manage it.

X.—This puerile practice of descending to petty annoyances
further aids the Comptroller in making false issues with the De-
partment. He knows that we did not, and should not have paid
any attention to his letter of 29th May, and that the Depart-
ment had not any knowledge of its contents. He knows that
his statements, that we have been repeatedly requested, but are
. unwilling to furnish him the required information, or that we
havs sent to him pay-rolls without regard to the prescribed mode
of making them, that our attention has been repeatedly drawn
to the insufficiency of the schedules, that these schedules have
. been continued against the repeated protests of his Department,

* that we have attempted to evade the subject, or to frustrate
his efforts to obtain information, and that the schedules are
not correct—are unqualified and malicious falsehoods. Those
letters were never sent officially to the Department, and have
never come to the actual knowledge of any of the officers, ex-
cept to the three of the four Commissioners to whom they
were first addressed, and who did not communicate them to
the Department. This mode of writing letters is a cunning
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invention to make trouble. If it was tolerated, it would en-
able him to have a record of letters sent to the Department
which they might never receive, or receive too late for the con-
tents to be of service to them. It would enable him to occupy
different Commissioners with separate subjects of business,
procure discordant action, and, with the collusion of the Com-
missioner who co-operates with him, carry out his purpose of
creating as much embarrassment as he can. On every ground
of official propriety, self-respect, and of appreciation of his
purposes, the majority of the Board were right in stopping
this at the start.

- XI.—The Comptroller has good reasons for his hostility to
this Department. He knows it is full of abuses and corrup-
tion which he has created, of incapable partisans whom he has
foisted into it, of sinecures and extravagances which have
served his personal ends. He knows the present administra-
tion will conduct it with greater efficiency at a greatly reduced
expense, and that every contract which this year’s administra-
tion will make, will expose his incompetence, his extravagance,
and exhibit him as the originator—except where he has been
~ controlled by the better judgmentof other men—of the reckless
and extravagant projects which led on to the recent regime of
profligate expenditure that has proved so disastrous to the
general . interests of the city, and which will stamp his true
character in the Park management, where he has gained a
reputation by putting forth the work and ideas of capable men
under his own name. The inevitable necessity in which he
finds himself in respect to this Department, supplies him with
the motive for breaking down its present administration, and
for his attacks upon it. They do not justify his falsehoods,
nor the false issues he is making. On the facts we challenge
him to any controversy he dares to face.

X11.—One additional fact will illustrate the extent to which
he will go, the false position he will take, and the injuries he
will inflict in carrying out his hostile purposes. The pay-roll
of April 22, 1876, was presented to him at the end of that
month, It was made on forms which had been in use, and
accepted by him as sufficient since 1873. He refused to pay it
for four weeks, on the ground, stated on 11th May, that it did
not contain information, which he had never asked for, and
which was first communicated to us in his letter received 12th
July, and which is now under consideration. This objection
was utterly untenable on its face, and whatever its merits, there
was no reason for making the laborer suffer for it. The Presi-
dent, on behalf of these laborers, caused a 30 days’ demand to
be made for each of them, which was preliminary to the com-
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mencement of a.suit. It was an appropriate remedy, because
it brought him to the day on which he did not dare to meet
the consequences of his own injustice to the laborers, and also
because the right way to deal with an officer who is lost to all
sense of justice, was to force him into that position where he
had to back out. _

It is an unpleasant part of official duty to have to meet
such attacks. When they are made there is no other course
than to meet them so decidedly as to end them.

Third Avenue Bridge.

From the Clerk of the Common Council; forwarding a copy

of the following resolution, viz. :

Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks be, and hereby is, anthorized to
purchase, otherwise than by contract, a steam-engine, with all its necessary
-appurtenances, to be used for the purpose of cpening and shutting the draw of the
Third Avenue Bridge, over the Harlem river. .

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, July 13, 1876.

Approved by the Mayor, July 18, 18%76.

. (Minutes, June 28, 1876, p. 149.)

Filed. _ y

' ‘ Employés of the Department.
From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy

of the following resolutions, viz. :

Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks be, and is hereby, directed to
report to this Board, as soon as possible, a statement showing the names of every
employee of that Department, with the residence of, and compensation paid to
each, including laborers; also a statemont showing, in detail, the expenditures

. ander the items of appropriation made for said Department, for the present year.

Referred to the President to reply.

Boston Avenue.
From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, report-
ing that he had repaired the culvert in Boston Avenue, oppo-
site Home Street, which the Boeard of Health had com-
plained of.
: {(Minutes, June 23, 1876, p. 148.)

~

Filed.

F. L. Olmsted, Lan&écape Architect.
From the Counsel to the Corporation, in reply to a commu-
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nication from the President, asking his opinion as to whether
Mr. F. L. Olmsted, Landscape Architect, had vacated his posi-
tion as an employé of the Department, by accepting the position
of a commissioner to make a survey of the State of New York,
under the provigions of Chapter 193, Laws of 1876, in which
he states :

“ Under the circumstances I think the question submitted by
“ the Department is one which should be passed upon by the
“ courts, and which cannot be settled except by a decision of
“ the court of last resort. I shall of course be happy to do
“ anything in my power to facilitate Mr. Olmsted in obtaining
“ an early decision from that court.”

‘Filed.

The PresipENT then offered the fé)llowing preambles and
resolutions :

Whereas, On 81st May, Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted, the Land-
scape Architect of this Department, acceptgd and entered upon
an office tendered him by the State, under Chapter 193 of the
Liaws of 1876, without advice as to the effect it might have on
his said position as Landscape Architect in this Department,
under Section 114 of the Charter of 1873,

And whereas, The Counsel to the Corporation has given his
opinion that it is doubtful whether Mr. Olmsted’s acceptance
of said State office ‘did not vacate his position as Landscape
Architect of this Department, and Mr. Olmsted has thereupon
resigned the office which he held from the State. o

Resolved, That Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted be, and he
hereby is, reinstated and continued TLandscape Architect of
this Department from this date, at the salary of six thousand
‘dollars per annum.

-And whereas, Mr. Olnsted has, during the whole period from
31st May to the present time, rendered fo this Department, and
this Department has received from him, without interruption,
the same servicesas were heretofore rendered by him as Land-
scape Architect ; therefore, it is further ‘

Resolved, That allowance and payment be made to him for
his services to the Department from 31st May to the present
date, at the rate of six thousand dollars per annum.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said preambles and
resolutions be laid over until the next meeting.
Adopted.
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Gravel fof the repair of Roads, &e.

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that if he does
not receive a supply of gravel, for the repair of the roads and
walks in the Parks, from the eontractor to whom the late con-
traot was awarded, he will be obliged to make a requistion for
six or eight hundred cubic yards.

The PresipENT stated that the Comptroller had not yet re-
turned the proposal of Mr. John 8. Masterson, to whom the:
contract was awarded, with his action in regard to the approval
of the sureties. He, therefore, moved that screened gravel to
the amount of three hundred and fifty cubic yards, for the re-
pairs of the roads and walks of the Parks, be pnrehassed as the
Superintendent shall require it.

(Minutes, June 28th, 1876, p. 155.)

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : » \

Ayes—Commissioners Martiﬁ, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

John Murphy.
From Mr Frederick Smyth and others, recommending Mr.
John Murphy for a positier en the police force.
Filed.

Communications from the Comptrolier.
Commissioner STEBBINS presented two letters, which he had
received from the Comptroﬂer of the city, and which, he stated
were addressed to the Department, and had relation to public
business, '
The PresiDENT ruled that said communications. could not
be received, as they were addressed and sent to an individual

Commissioner, and not to the Department.
" (June 21,1876, p. 148.)
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Audit.

[ Wednesday,

Commissioner O’DoxorUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com-

mittee, presented the following report: -

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same

to the Board for approval:

Baker, Smith & Co., labor and materials, Museum Natural
' History.........

Bouker, John A., screened gravel. .. ... Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P.......

Byrne, Jas. E., corn, oats, bran, &c.....Maint. and Govm't
’ P.andP.......

Central Gas Light Co., gas. ............ Harlem B.B. Rps.,
Impt. and M...

Coltes Arms Co., casting for engine... ...Maint., etc., 23d
and 24th Wards.

Composite Iron Works Co., lamp-post. . . Maint. and Govmn't

P.andP.......

€olwell Lead Co., lead pipe. .. .. ...... .0ty Parks Impt.
) Fund.........

Dodworth’s Band, music........... "« v. . Music Central
Park..........

Gates, Church E. & Co., lumber......... Maint, 28d and
24th Wards.. ..

Grafulla, C. 8., music........cevr . wo.. . Music Central
' . Park..........
Harlem Gas Light Ce.,, gas............ Maint. and Govm't
P.andP...... .

Harlem R. Bridges
Reps., Impt. & M.

Horgan, Cornelius, meat. .. ........... . Maint. and Govm'{
P.and P......
Keuffel & Esser, drawing materials... .. . Music Central
Park.........

€ity Parks Impt.

Fund...........

McDemott, P, labor and materials.. ....Museum Natural
‘ History........

£4,000 00

1,208 57

343 21

60 00

3 80

2 00

70 88

2756 00

39 4¢

276 00
8174 60

59 80

233 5¢
279 18
$8. 40

75 50

——— 83 90+

2,000 00

-
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Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas....... Maint. and Govmt.

Murphy & Nesbit, bricks............ «.Museum Natural

Mulholland, Patrick, labor and materials.City Parks Impt.
: Fund...........

New York Gas Light Co., gas......... Maint. snd Govmt.

P.and P,.......

Raynolds, C. T. & Co., paints, varnishes,
&€ tiiriieniniinians saesvers ... . Maint, and Govmt.
P.and P.,.....
City Parks Impt.

Roberts, &. 8., testing iron........... Harlem R. B, Rps.,

Russell, W. D, belting. .. ............. Maint. 28d and

24th Wards.....
Tone, Theo. F,,coal.....coovvvennnn. Maint. and Govmé.

Harlem R. B., Rps.,
Imp. and M......
City Parks Impt.

Van Nest Bros, harness materials.. . . Maint, and Govmt.
. P.and P.......
Van Tassell & Kearney, wagon........ Maint. and Govmt.

s P.andP.......
Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, nails, &c.. ... Maint. and Govmt.
P. and P......

City Parks Impt.
Fund..cououe ..ot

Wheatley R. R., oats, straw, &c......Maint. 23d and 24th
Wards: ... ve0.

$64 00

463 00

§1 20

42 48

21 20

80

58 00

$3 82

20 72

295 00

527 00

1,861 88

624 00

43 68

42 50

> 86

80 00

20 11

145 00

24 64

41 34
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Wiébusch & Hilger, Hardware Co., cups,

L . PPN Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P........ 6 27
$12,596 72
RECAPITULATION.
Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . ...... $3,134 16
Qity Parks Improvement Fund............covieeennnn. 2,692 46
Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Maint. . 162 80
Maintenance, etc., 28d and 24th Wards......uc.ouun.. .. 84 90
Music Central Park..........ccoiviiiiiiinieennn.., 558 40
Museum Natural History.........c.oooeiiiiiiaanaa.en 6,064 00

— $12,696 72

Amounting, in the aggregate, to the sum of twelve thousand five hundred and
ninety-six dollars and seventy-two cents,

(Signed) H. G. StEBBINS, Auditing Com-
JosepH J. O'DoNOHUE, mittee,

New Yorx, July 26, 1876.

The PrESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the
above-mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there-
of, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

J. P. Ryan, Jacob Seabold.

The PresmENT presented agreements, which he had pre-
pared, with Mr. J. P. Ryan and Mr. Jacob Seabold, Jr., for
the conducting of the refreshment saloons on the Battery Park
and East River Park, respectively.

(Minutes, June 28, 1876, p. 163.)

Laid over until the next meeting of the Board.

re
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' Musenm of Art.

The PrESIDENT offered the following resolution :

~Resolved, That Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, be requested to
attend at the next meeting of the Board and explain the rea-
son of hig delay in presenting the plans and specifications for
the completion of the Museum of Art.
' _{Minutes, January 7, 1876, p. 505.)

The PresipENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more-—4. ’

Laborer detailed to the President,
The PresipENT stated that since his accession to office, and |
under his directions, the Superintendent had detailed a laborerto
report personally to him each morning and evening for orders,
‘and that he found such assistance necessary in the discharge of
his administrative duty. He then offered the following resolu-
‘fion :
Resolved, That the action of the President above stated be
approved, and that the Superintendent be, and is hereby, directed

to continue to detail a laborer for the service of the President
whenever he may require such assistance.

‘The PrESIDENT put the question ‘whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, ‘O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4,

Copy Minutes for Comptroller.

‘Commissioner 8TEBBINS moved, that the Seeretary bedirected

totransmit'to the Gomptroller of the eity a printed copy of
the minutes of each meeting of the Board.

_Adopted.
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Carpenters.

The PrESIDENT stated that the Superintendent required six
additional carpenters, and moved that that number be em-
ployed.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

" Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Statue of La Fayette.
The PresmENT then moved to take up the subject of the site
for the statue of General La Fayette.
(Minutes July 19, 1876, p. 170.)
Adopted.

The PrESIDENT then offered the following resolution :

Zlesolved, That the statue of General La Fayette be placed at
the south end of Union Square.

That the Superintendent of Parks be, and hereby is, directed
to make such changes in the walks in that portion of Union
Square, as may be rendered necessary by the erection of said
statue ; and

That the Superintendent of Parks be directed to proceed
with the construction of the foundation for the pedestal.

The PresipENT put the question whether the Board would
agreo to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there-
of, as follows : '

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—. '

Minutes,
The SECRETARY reported that twenty volumes of the Minutes,
for the year ending April 30, 1876, had been bound, and were

now ready for distribution as the Board should direct.
(Minutes April 28th, 1876, p. 780.)



July 26, 1876.] 207
Commissioner O'DoNoHUE moved that said volumes be dis-

‘tributed by the Secretary, on the order of the President.
Adopted. :

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 1
o’clock ». m., to meet on Friday, the 28th inst., at 3 o’clock
P. M.

Wu. Izwiy, o
Secretary D. P, P,
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FRIDAY, JULY 28th, 1876.

ApjourNgp MEETING—3 0’CLOCK P. M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.

“ STEBBINS.
“ ~ O’DoNOHUE.
“ ‘WETMORE.

Commissioner WETMORE stated that, owing to the sudden

" death of a friend, of which he had just received notice, he was

unable to remain for the meeting, and he then retired.

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of
the previous meeting of the 26th inst., was dispensed with.

+ Museum of Art.

The PrESIENT stated, that, in accordance with the directions -
of the Board at the last meeting, Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect,
was in attendance, with the plans and specifications for the
completion of the Museum of Art, and he moved that he be
now received. -

Adopted.

Mr. Calvert.Vaux, Architeet, was then received, and he pre-
sented the plans and specifications for the following works in
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connection with the Museum of Art, and which, he stated, were
all that were necessary to complete the said building, viz :

Carpenter’s work.

Plasterer’s work and gas-fitting.

Plumber’s work,

Heating and ventilating.

Elevator.

Tiling.

The PRESIDENT moved that John Taylor Johnston, Esq., Presi-
dent of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the Committee of
said Museum on the plans of said building, be requested to
attend at this office on Tuesday, the 1st August next, at 2
o’clock p. M., for the purpose of consultation in regard to said
plans and specifications, In pursuance of the resolution of
January 7th, 1876.

(Minutes, July 26, 1876, p. 205.)

Adopted.

"Police.

The PRESIDENT stated that, in pursuance of the authority
given him at the meeting of June 21st last, he had engaged Dr.
John T. Darby to make an examination of the physical condi-
tion of all the police force, and that he now had received his
report giving the particulars of his examination of each man,
which report was open to the inspection of the Commission-

ers.
(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 143.)

Special Police.

The PrESIDENT moved that Special Policemen George Ma-
comb and Edward G. Tully be continued in the employment
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‘of the Department during the month of August, at the same
r&te of pay which they now receive. .
(Minutes, June 14, 1876, p. 128.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : '

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’ Donohue-——3

Mill Brook Sewer in Brook Avenue,

Phe PresrpENT moved that Edgar B. Van Winkle be, and
hereby is, appointed an Assistant Engineer on the work of the
construction of a sewer in Brook Avenue, from the Kills near
" Harlem Rivef to a point in 165th Street, in the Twenty-third
. Ward.

(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 128.)

The PresmENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’'Donohue—3.

" Reduction of Maintenance Force.
The PrESIDENT stated that it was necessary to reduce the ex-
penses of the maintenance of the parks immediately, and
therefore moved that the maintenance force be reduced by the
discharge of forty laborers and five horses and carts.
(Minutes, June 14, 1876, p. 124.)

The PresipENT put the question whether the Board
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting
in favor thereof, as follows:

. Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’ Donohue—3

1
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Statues.

The PRESIDENT presented a communication from the Land-
scape Architect, upon the subject of the erection of statues
in the Parks, and moved that it be referred to Commissioner
Stebbins to report upon.

Adopted.
(Minutes, January 12, 1874, p. 521).

‘On motion of the PrEspENT, the Board adjourned at 4.30
o’clock p. M.

W, Irwin,
Secretary D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2d, 1876,

Recurar MEETING—10 0’CLOCK A, M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.
« WETMORE.

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned without
transacting any business, to meet on Friday the 4th inst., at
9 o’clock A. M.

' Wu. IRWIN,
Secretary D. P. P,
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 4th, 1876,

ADjOoURNED MEETING—9 O’CLOCK A. M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.

. STEBBINS.
« O’DoNoHUE.
“ ‘WETMORE.

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of
the previous meetings of July 26th and 28th, and August 2d,
1876, was dispensed with.

The following communications were presented and read :

Tompkins Square,
From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy

of the foﬂbwing resolution, viz. :

Resolved, That it be, and is hereby, ordered and directed that the Department
of Public Parks forthwith proceed to have all the work necessary to complete
Tompkins Square, according to the plans on file in said Department, not em-
braced in-the contract for grading .and regulating said Square, made with
Stephen Roberts, to be completed as speedily as possible; and for that purpose
authority is hereby given to said Department to prosecute said work by days
labor, and they are hereby directed to so prosecute said work by days’ labor,
and they are hereby directed to so prosecute the samg. The authority hereby
given shall continue only until the first day of Septembéer next,

Adopted by the Board of Aldermeén, July 22d. 1876, three-fourths of all the
members elected voting in favor thereof.

Approved by the Mayor, August 1st, 1876.

(Minutes, July 26, 1876, p. 185.)
Filed.
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The PrestDENT stated that the work of completing Tomp-
kins Square would now go forward as heretofore determined
on by the Board, and that the number of men anthorized to
be employed would be placed on the work as soon as possible.

(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 144.)

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that the pay of all
laborers, &c., employed on Tompkins Square, be fixed at the
same rates which are now allowed and paid by the Department
of Public Works.

(Minutes, June 9, 1876, p. 99.)

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative,
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Aye—Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore—2.

Noes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue—2.

Third Avenue Bridge.

From the Engineer of Construction, stating that he had
obtained the following estimates for a steam-engine, with a
wooden platform and roof, covered with tin, viz. :

W.E. Worthen............ .. ... ..coiiaa.. $3,100 00
C. H. Delamater & Co.......................... 4,300 00
New York Safety Steam Power Co............... 6,400 00

Also stating, that the engine made by W. E. Worthen will
be sufficiently good for all purposes required, but recommend-

ing that the platform and roof be made of iron in place of
. wood and tin, although it would slightly increase the expense.
(Minutes, May 24, 1876, p. 63.)

The PrESIDENT moved, that an order be given to Mr. W. E.
‘Worthen for a steam engine, with an iron platform and cover, to
be placed in proper position on Third Avenue Bridge; the engine
to be congtructed, and the work to be executed, under the
directions and to the satisfaction of the Engineer of Construc-
tion. '
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The PresroENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

: . Museum of Axrt.

From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, stating that the following -
are the estimates of the cost of the several contracts for com-
pleting the Museum of Art, the speclﬁcatmns for wh1ch he
submitted on July 28th ult., viz.

Carpenter’s Work.. .. oiiiviiey criiiiiiiiiie e ittcaa i aeanas $39,600
Plasterer’s it te st teneeeretsaane nonsnsanas Aeietrrtens e 18,000
Plumbing and gasfitting.................... A 4,500
Heating and ventllatmg..... N 17,500
Elevator; dre. .. .ovi ittt ittt et it e ety 6,800
Tlng. e i e i e e e e e 12,000

Also submitting the specifications and plans for an addltlona.l
contract, for the iron work for galleries in the Main Hall, the
cost of which he estimates at $13,600.

' (Minutes, July 28, 1876, p. 209)

Filed. |

The PresmeNT stated that Mr. John Taylor Johnston, the
President of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the Com-
mittee of the Trustees of said Museum, were invited to attend
and examine the plans and specifications, as directed by the
Board. He then presented a letter from Mr. Theodore Weston,
on behalf of said Committee of Trustees, .alpproving of the
following plans and estimates, viz. :

Carpenter’s work,
Plasterer’s work.
Plumbing, &e.

Heating and ventilating.
Elevator, &e.

(Minutes, July 28, 1876, p. 210.)
Filed.
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The PrESIDENT then offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the following plans and specifications submit-
ted by Mzr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, for the completion of the
Museum of Art, be approved, viz.: carpenter’s work, plas-
terer’s work, plumbing and gas fitting, heating and ventilat-
ing, and elevator.

And that the Secretary be directed to prepare and insert the
necessary advertisments for proposals.

The PrRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Maintenance of 23d and 24th Wards.

From Mr. Wm. G. Ackerman and others, complaining that
certain roads in the King’s Bridge District of the 24th Ward
are greatly out of repair, and requesting that they be covered
with gravel as soon as practicable.

(Minutes, July 19, 1876, p. 180.)

Referred to the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards,
to report. ’

_The PRESIDENT then presented a statement, prepared from the
books of the Department, which shows that the appropriation

for the maintenance of the 23d and 24th Wards stood as fol-
lows on July 31, 1876, viz. :

Balance July 81, 1876.. ...ttt e e $17,603 28
Pay Roll for July, estimated............... ....ovvnn.. $5,500 00
Contract for gravel awaiting approval of sureties,.... ...... 8,172 50

———— 13,672 50

Balance available for remainder of year........... ........ $3,830 478

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards
be, and hereby is, directed to discharge, from and after the 5th
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inst., one-half of the laboring foree, including teams employed
in said wards, and that within ten days thereafter he discharge
one-half of the remainder. '

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows : ' :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4. '

Audit.

Commissioner O’DoXoruE, Chairman of the Auditing Com-
mittee, presented the following three reports :

. The Auditing Committee beg leave to report, that they have
examined and aundited the following bills, and submit the same
“to the Board for approval :

Amin & Co, flags. . ...ovvueviievinn., Independence Day $144 00
Casey, John A rosin and barrells. ... .. Independence Day 114 00
Colgate & Co., candles................ Independence Day 57 20
Detwiller, Street & Co., flags and fire-

WOrks . oo ciieiiii i Independence Day 690 91
Edge, Isaac & Son, fire-works......... Independence Day 2,135 00
Edge, J. G.,fire-works................ Independence Day 1,225 00
Dodworth’s Band, musiec. . .............Independence Day 133 00
Giinsel, Theodor, decorating........... Independence Day 50 00
Hadfield, J, W., fire-works,........... Independence Day 1,000 00
Maximilian, Mrs, M. K., loan of flags..Independence Day 22 00
New- York Calcium Light Co., Calcium .

lights.....oooiniiin i Independence Day ‘ 40 00
Pew, Blackburn B., Labor and ma-

terials...........ev0viievee.en... . Independence Day 161 80
Siron A., illuminating................ Independeﬁce Day 25 00
Werner Felix, materials and services,, . .Independence Day © 94 00

$5,891 61
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RECAPITULATION.

Tndependence Day, Celebration of. .. ..oeeuee.vnvurnenas $5,891 61

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fifty-eight hundred and ninety-one
dollars and sixty-one cents.

(Signed) H. G. StesBINS, Auditing
Joserr J. O’DoNoHUE, Committee.

New York, July 28, 1876.

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report, that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same
to the Board for approval :

Am, Dist. Telegraph Co., rent and ser-

20 Maint. and Govmt.
P&P......... $4 46
City Parks Impt.
Fund.......... 13 40
L — $1%7 86
Burgess R., labor and materials........ Independence Day 29 25
Dodworth’s band, music............... Music Central Park 275 0o
Early & Lane, brooms................ Maint. and Govmt,
P.&P... ..., 19 50
Gold & Stock Telegraph Co., rent of
line.......covviveiiiiiinnen, Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P....... $15 62
City Parks Imp.
Fund........... 46 88
. 62 50
’ Gunther, Herman A, labor and materials.City Hall Park
Pavement. . .... 2,660 00
King, Joseph, keep of horse............ Surveying, d&c.,
' 23d & 24th Wards 30 00
Labagh, W. O, salt. . .o...ovuvnn.n ... Maint. and Govmt.
P.andP....... 6 26
Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas.... .....Maint. and Govint.
P.and P....... 554 00

Mehlig, Henry, wood. ................ Independence Day 112 50
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N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co, rent.......City Parks Impt,
© Fund....... «es $987 50
Maint. and Govm’t
P.and P,...... 812 50
. — 1,250 00
Olmsted, F. 8., petty expenses..........Independence Day 84 12
" Watrous & Willrow, lumber. .......... City Parks Impt.
. Fund:......... 17 00
' $4,958 59
RECAPITULATION.
Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places........ $912 24 -
City Parks Improvement Fund................ teeteiens 1,014 78
o Independence Day....cvcuviennirraianrsesmiennsensanss 176 57
City Hall Park Pavement..... bt e e 2,560 00
Surveying, laying out, etc., 28d and 24th Wards, ete...... 80 00
, Music—Central Park.........c.coviiivvmninnas, s 245" 00
~ — $4,958 b9

Amounting in the aggregate to the gum of forty-nine hundred and fifty-eight
dollars and fifty-nine cents.
(Signed)  Joserm J. O’Doxonvur, }Auditing
. Committee.
New- York, August 4, 1876.

: The Auditing Committee beg leave to report, that they have
‘ examined and audited the following bills, and submlt the same
to the Board for approval :

Darby, John T., M. D., services inspecting .
PoliCe.eseeivinnineiesnencainessy, ... Maint, and Govt.
P &P ....... $100 00

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of one hundred dollars.

(Signed) Joserr J. O’Dononve; ) Auditing
Henry G. STEBBINS, Commniitee.

New York, August 4th, 1876.

The PrESIDENT moved, that the Board do now approve the
; above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretarybe directed
I to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment.
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The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commisgioners  Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

- Treasurer’s Report.
The TreasURER presented the following report, which was
ordered to be printed in the minutes :

Department of Public Parks, in account with
Jos. J. O'Donohue, Treasurer,

1876. CR.
June 21, By balance...........ocviiiiiiiiaian, $2,403 59
June 21
to “ _cash received for rents, licenses,
Aug 2, pound, &c....oiiiieiiiiiiiiiann . 1,950 93
$4,354 52
1876. DR.
June 21 .
to To cash paid into City Treasury......... $2,592 26
Aug. 2.
Aug. 2. “ balance............ R 1,762 26
| — $4,354 b2
DR.
Cash in Bank of Metropolis................ $1,709 26
“ drawer............ .. 53 00
- — $1,762 26
(Signed) Joserr J. O’DoNonvg,

Treasurer D, P. P,
Wednesday, August 2, 1876—9:30 A. M,

Riverside Drive,

The PresipENT presented plans and specifications for the
improvement and construction of Riverside Drive, from 72nd
Street to 130th Street, and stated that the property owners
had attended at the Department, and unanimously advocated
the construction of the Drive for its whole width, and up to its
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full grade, and not as a temporary road. He then offered the
following 'resolution viz. : - '

Resolved, That the plans and specifications for the improve-
ment and construction of Riverside Drive, from 72nd Street to

~ 130th Street, this day presented to the Board, be, and hereby
are, approved and adopted. '

(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 133.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm-
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
- favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4. ’ ' \

Reduction of Laborers on the Parks,

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That it be referred to the President, with power,
to reduce the laboring force employed on the Parks, by the
~ discharge of fifty men, if, in his judgment, there is not suffi-
cient work for the number now employed.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, ‘a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows: ‘ '

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

John Bogart, Superintending Engineer.

The PresmENT offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the name of John Bogart be placed upon
pay-rolls, at the rate of sixteen dollars per day, for construc-
tion work, during the month of August, 1876; such appoint-
ment not to be construed to sanction his claim for pay for pre-
vious services.

(Minutes, June 28, 1676, p. 160..)
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm-
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more,—4.

J. P. Ryan, Jacob Seabold.

Commissioner O'DoxorvE moved that the agreements with
Mr. J. P. Ryan, and with Mr. Jacob Seabold, Jr., for con-
ducting refreshment saloons on the Battery Park and the East
River Park respectively, and which were presented to the
Board on the 26th July, 1876, be approved, and that the Presi-
dent be authorized to execute same on behalf of this Depart-
ment.

(Minutes, July 26th, 1876, p. 204.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm-
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

F. L. Olmsted, Landscape Architect.

The PrESIDENT then offered the following preambles and reso-
lutions, which had been laid over from the meeting of July
26, 1876, viz. :

Whereas, On 31st May, Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted, the
Landscape Architect of this Department, accepted and entered
upon an office tendered him by the State, under Chapter 193 of
the Laws of 1876, without advice as to the effect it might have
on this said position as Landscape Architect in this Depart-
ment, under Section 114 of the Charter of 1873 ; and

Whereas, The Counsel to the Corporation has given his
opinion, that it is doubtful whether Mr. Olmsted’s acceptance
of said State office did not vacate. his position as Landscape
Architect of this Department, and Mr. Olmsted has thereupon
resigned the office wgich he held from the State,
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Besolved, That Mr. Frederick Law. Olmsted be, and he
hereby 1is, reinstated and continued Landscape Architect of
this Department from this date, at the salary of six thousand
dollars per annum ;

Whereas, Mr. Olmsted has, during the whole period from
31st May to the present time, rendered to this Department, and
this Department has received from him, without interruption,
the same services as were heretofore rendered by him as Land-
scape Architect, therefore it is further

Resolved, That allowance and payment be made to him for
his services to the Department from 31st May to the present
date, at the rate of six thousand dollars per annum.

(Minutes, July 26, 1876, p. 199.)

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following preambles and

resolution, as a substitute therefor, viz. :

Whereas, It is necessary, on accounf of the limited amount
of the appropriations for the maintenance of the parks for this
year to reduce all expenses as far as possible ; and

Whereas, There is not now a sufficient amount of new work
being executed by the Department to require the continued
services of a Landscape Architect ; and the organization of the
Superintendent’s office is sufficient for all the purposes of
saperintendence, therefore

Resolved, That the office of Design and Superintendence be,
and hereby is, discontinued until further order, and that all the
employés in said office be, and hereby are, discharged from the
employment of the Department. '

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said substitute preambles and resolution, and it was de-
- termined in the negative, a majority of all the members of
the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows :

Aye—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Noes—Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore—3.

The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said original preambles and resolutions, and it was
determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of
the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

HNo—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

At this point Commissioner O’Donohue left the meeting. -
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The PrESIDENT then presented and read the following com-
munications :

Screened gravel.

From the Comptroller of the City, enclosing a copy of a letter
he had received from Mr. Egbert H. Fairchild, claiming to be
entiled to the contract for the delivery of three thousand cubic
yards of screened gravel on the Parks.

., Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be re-
quested to obtain from the Counsel to the Corporation his
opinion as to legality of the award of said contract, made to
Mr. John 8. Masterson.
(Minutes, June 28, 1876, p. 155.)
Adopted.

Foreman’s Report.

From the Comptroller of the City, demanding that this De-

partment shall furnish to the Finance Department, “with each
“ and every pay-roll of laborers to be hereafter transmitted for
‘ payment, duplicate daily foremen’s reports, such as are at
“ present made by the foremen to the Department of Public
“ Parks ;” also requiring that duplicates of the foremen’s daily

reports for three months pricr to July 19, 1876, be furnished
by this Department to the Finance Department.
* Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said communication be
referred to the President to report.

Adopted.

Pay-Rolls.

From the Comptroller of the City stating that the pay-roll
for the two weeks ending July 1, 1876, are not made out in
accordance with the forms and method of preparing the pay-
rolls which have been prescribed by the Department of
Finance.

(Minutes, July 26, 1876, p. 188.)
Filed. .
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Mount St, Vincent.

From the Comptroller of the City, calling the attention of
the Department to the agreement made with Mr. 0. Ryan for
the repairs of Mount St. Vincent, and stating that such an
arrangement is a plain violation of express provisions of law,
as all rentals are pledged to the Sinking Fund; and requiring
that the full amount received for rent of said building, be paid
to the Chamberlain.

(Minutes, June 9, 1876, p. 108.)

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said communication be
- referred to the President to report.

Adopted.

Estimates for 1877.
From the Comptroller of the City, requesting, in pursuance
of a resolution of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment,
that this ﬁepartment would send the estimate for the year 1877
to said Board, on or before September 1, 1876, and that a dupli-
cate thereof would be sent to the Board of Aldermen at the
same time.
Referred to the President to prepare and submlt draft
Estimates for 1877,

L. A. Risse, Draughtsman,

From Mr. L. A. Risse, Draughtsman, requesting that his pay
e fixed at a sum per annum, instead of per day.

The PrEsmENT moved that the pay of Mr. L. A. Risse,
Draughtsman be, and hereby is, fixed at $1,800 per annum,
from and after August 1, 1876. ‘

(Minutes, October 23, 1876, p. 847.)

' The PrEsIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm-
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows : »

‘Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.
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Museum of Natural History.

From Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, on behalf of the Committes
on plans of the American Museum of Natural History, sub-
mitting certain plans for tiling the Museum of Natural History
building, and requesting that the tiling be completed in accord-
ance with the plans as soon as possible.

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said communieation be
referred to the President, to examine and report what arrange-
ment can be made with Mr. Lawrence, the contractor, for lay-
ing the artificial stone flooring on said building, to omit so much
of said flooring as will enable the tiling to be laid.

(Minutes, January 18, 1876, p. 535.)

Adopted.

Third Avenue Improvement,

From Mr. David B. Williamson, attorney for Mr. E. C. Mor-
rison, late Engineer of the Improvement of Third Avenue, stat-
‘ing that there is still due to Mr. Morrison, as such Engineer,
the sum of $437.50, and requesting that the Department make
requisition on the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, to
transfer that amount from the unexpended appropriation of
1875, for surveying and laying out of the 23d and 24th Wards,
to pay said sum so due to My. Morrison.

(Minutes, Oct. 8, 1875, p. 821.)

Commissioner StEBBINS offered the following preambles and
resolutions :

- Whereas, It is doubtful whether there is legal authority for
the Comptroller of the City to issue bonds for the Improvement
of Third Avenue, in the 23d Ward, to the full amount of the
bonds delivered to him by the Supervisor of the town of Mor-
risania, in pursuance of Section 9, Chapter 329, of the Laws of
1874 ; and

Whereas, The Comptroller has not issued the full amount
of said bonds ; and

Whereas, 1t is stated that there is still due and unpaid by
. the Finance Department to Mr. E. C. Morrison, late Engineer
of said improvement, the sum of $437.50 ;
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Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment
be, and hereby is, requested to transfer from the unexpended
balance of the appropriation made for the year 1875, for “sur-
“ veying, laying out, monumenting, &c., of the north end of the
“ island and the 23d and 24th Wards,” a sum not exceeding
$437.50, for the purpose of paying to said E. C. Morrison the
amount so still due and unpaid to him as such Engineer as
aforesaid. '

(Minutes, January 18, 1876, p. 537.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board

voting in favor thereof, as follows:
Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

o Streets in the 23d and 24th Wards.
From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, in which he
gtates as follows, viz. :

*The Counsel to the Corporation having stated in a letter to
“ the Board of Aldermen, dated July 25, 1876, that he had
“ suspended proceedings for acquiring title to certain streets
“ in the 23d ‘Ward, until such streets had been classified in ac-
“ cordance with the provisions of Chapter 436, of the Laws of
« 1876, passed June 2, 1876, it is necessary to make such
“ classification to ensure further action on his part in the open-
“ ing of those streets, which opening has been urgently re-
“ quested by property owners.

% All of said streets are needed as main thoroughfares or for
“ drainage, and therefore belong to the first class.

“ 1 submit herewith three similar maps or plans, making the
“ designation required by law.”

The PresmENT then oftered the following preamble and

resolution : . :

Whereas, In the judgment of the Commissioners of the De-
partment of Public Parks of the City of New York, or a ma-
jority of them, the following named streets, roads and avenues,
to wit: '

138th street, from the Harlem river bulkhead line to the
State water grant line on Long Island Sound.

148th Street, from Third Avenue to St. Ann’s Avenue. .

149th Street, from the Harlem River bulkhead line to the
Southern Boulevard.

156th Street, from Third Avenue to Elton Avenue.
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161st Street, from Jerome (late Central) Avenue to Third
Avenue.

165th Street, from Boston Avenue to Union Avenue.

Cliff Street, from Third Avenue to Union Avenue.

Morris Avenue, from 138th Street to the northerly boundary
of the 23d Ward.

Third Avenue, from the Harlem River to the northerly
boundary of the 23d Ward.

Willis Avenue, from the Harlem River to Third Avenue.

Brook Avenue, from the Harlem River to the northerly
boundary of the 23d Ward.

Tinton Avenue, from Westchester Avenue to 169th Street.

" Prospect Avenue, from the Southern Boulevard to 156th
Street.

The Southern Boulevard, from Third Avenue to the westerly
boundary of the late town of Morrisinia.

Westchester Avenue, from the Third Avenue to the City line
in the Bronx River.

The approaches to the Suspension Bridge, from Tenth
Avenue to Aqueduct Avenue; .
are or may be needed for the convenience of the general public
as main routes of travel or for drainage; as the same are laid
down and indicated by red color and by field notes and ex-
planatory remarks on three similar maps or plans entitled “A
“map or plan of streets, roads and avenues within that part of
“ the City of New York lying North and East of a line commenc-
“ing at the termination of the Southerly line of 155th Street,
“at orin the Hudson River, running thence Easterly along
“said Southerly line of 155th Street, and a prolongation of
“said line to the middle of Harlem River; and running thence
“ Southerly along the middle of said Harlem River to.the
“ Sound, North of Randel’s Island, as laid out and established
“ by the Commissieners of the Department of Public Parks of
“the City of New York, in pursuance of the provisions of
“ chapters 329 and 604 of the laws of the State of New York,
“ passed respectively May 29, and June 5, 1874, which said
“ streets, roads and avenues are designated ag streets of the
“first class, in pursuance of the provisions of chapter 436 of
“the Laws of 1876, passed June 3d, 1876, dated “ New York,
“ August 1st, 1876,” and signed “J. J. R. Croes, Civil and To-
“ pographical Engineer.”

Resolved, That under and by virtue of the powers conferred
on the said Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks
of the City of New York, by chapters 329 and 604 of the Laws
of 1874, and chapter 436 of the Laws of 1876, they do hereby
lay out the streets, roads and avenues above named of the
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width, extent and direction that the same are shown on the
above named maps by red color and by field notes and explan-
atory remarks, and do designate the same and all parts of the
same as “ streets of the first class.”

Resolved, That William R. Martin, the President, and one of
the officers of the Board of Commissioners of the Department of
Public Parks, be, and he hereby is, desiznated and directed
by the said Board to certify and file, as provided by law, said
three similar maps or plans.

The PresmENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said preamble and resolutions, and it was determined
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board
voting in favor thereof, as follows :

- dyes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

The PrESIDENT then offered the fbllowing resolution :

Resolved, That in the opinion of the Board of Commissioners
of the Department of Public Parks, the interests of the publie
demand the opening of the following named street, roads and
avenues in the 23d Ward of the City of New York, viz. :

138th Street, from Harlem River to Long Island Sound;

149th Street, from Harlem River to the Southern Boulevard ;

Westchester Avenue, from Third Avenue to the City line at the
Bronx River; ' .

. Cliff Street, from Third Avenue to Union Avenue;
_161st Street, from Jerome (late Central) Avenue to Third
Avenue;

165th Street, from Boston Avenue to Union Avenue;

Tinton Avenue, from Westchester Avenue to 169th Street;

Prospect Avenue, from 156th Street to the Southern Boulevard ;

Willis Avenue, from 147th Street to Third Avenue;

148th Street, from Third Avenue to St. Ann’s Avenue ;

156th Street, from Third Avenue to Elton Avenue,

Morris Avenué, from Third Avenue to Railroad Avenue, at
156th Street.

And that the President be authorized, and directed, to instruct
the Counsel to the Corporation to begin proceedings to acquire
the title, for the public use, to the above-named streets, roads
and avenues, wherever the same have not been heretofore
legally opened ; and to include them all in one proceeding.

(Minutes, Oct. 27, 1875, p. 853.)
The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows:
Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

Board of Aldermen,

From the Clerk of the Board of Aldermen, requesting the
Commissioners of the Department to attend the' meeting of
said Board, to be held on Friday, the 4th August, 1876, at 3
o’clock p. m.

Filed.

Drainage of Central Park.

The Landscape Architect presented a report upon the drain-
age system of Central Park, which was ordered to be received
and ’

] (Minutes, March 18, 1876, p. 699.)

Tiled.

Watering the Drives in Central Park.

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that on acecount
of the late very dry weather, he was obliged to give orders to
keep the men at work watering the drives until 7 and 8 o’clock
in the evening. .

The PrESIDENT moved that the Board approved of the action
of the Superintendent.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was' determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board vbting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—-3.

Battery Sea Wall and Walks in the Battery.

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that the Battery
Sea Wall was, sometime since, badly damaged by a steamboat
striking against it. Also, that the Walks on the Battery Park
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behind the wall, and on other portions of the Park, require to
‘be repaired.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said communication be
referred to the President, with instructions to include in the
estimates for 1877, an amount for the purpose of making the
necessary repairs to said Battery Sea Wall and the Walks on
that Park. ‘

Adopted.

Statues on Central Park ‘

Commissioner STEBBINS reported verbally upon the com-
munication of the Tandscape Architect, on the subject of
- Statues on the Central Park, and recommended that the fol-
lowing amendments to the rules regulating the placing of
statues on Central Park, which are proposed by the Landscape
Architect, be approved and adopted, namely :

Amend rule third by adding “ except in close connection with
the buildings of the American Museum of Natural History, and
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and at the request of their
respective Boards of Trustees.”

Add rule sixth as follows : “ Statues to be placed on the Mall
shall be of bronze, and of heroic size. C(olossal statues shall
not hereafter be placed on the Park.”

Seventh. Plans and elevations for the pedestals of statues to
be placed on the Mall, shall be submitted to, and approved by,
the Department. They shall be of granite, of simple outlines,
and free from elaborate decorations. They shall not exceed in
height above the surface of the ground one-half the height of
the figure to be placed upon them. They shall have no in-
seription except one in front designating the subject commemo-
rated and its period, and one in the rear recording the date
of the presentation of the statue, and designating in the simp-
lest terms from whom it was received. The letters and figures
‘required to be used in the front shall not exceed 4 inches, and
those in the rear 2 inches in height.

(Minutes January 12, 1874, p. 521, and July 28, 1876, p. 212.)
The PrESIDENT moved that the report be accepted and that
the subject be laid over until the next meeting of the Board.
Adopted.
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By-Laws.

Commissioner STeBBINS offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the rules and regulations concerning the plac-
ing of statues on Central Park, amended as proposed by the
Landscape Architect, be 1ncorpora.ted in and made a part of the
by-laws of the Department

He then moved that said resolution be referred fo the Iixe-
cutive Committee, to report at the next meeting of the Board.
Adopted.

Communication from Finance Department.

Commissioner STEBBINS presented a communication from
the Finance Department, dated August 1st, 1876, which he
had received in an envelope addressed to himself personally.

The PrESIDENT ruled that it was out of order to receive said
communication.

(Minutes, July 26, 1876, p. 201.)
Pay-Rolls.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the following recom-
mendations, contained in the report of the President on the
regulations of the Finance Department with regard to the
preparation of the pay-rolls, be adopted, viz. :

1st. That new time books and the necessary blanks be pre-
pared, and requisition made for printing of the same.

2d. That, when these books and blanks are obtained and
approved, the accounts be kept and rendered as follows :

(a.) Showing the men employed on maintenance and those
‘on construction on separate pay-rolls,including the case where
the same man does both kinds of work.

(6.) That the nature or kind of work be sub-divided accord-
ing to the requirements of law, as stated in the second para-
graph, with a description of the location to the same extent.

(Minutes, July 26, 1876, p. 191.)

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
~ thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore.—3.

On motion of the PrReSIDENT the Board adjourned at 12
o'clock M., to meet on Wednesday, the 9th inst., at 9.30
o’clock, A. M.

Wu. IrwIN,
Secretary D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9th, 1876.

9.30 0'CLOCK A. M.

Adjourned meeting for the purpose of publicly opening pro-
posals for the following work, viz.
Paving the roadway through Wa,shingtoh Square, leading

from Fifth Avenue to South Fifth Avenue.
(Minutes, July 26th, 1876, p. 183.)

Pregsent—Commissioner MarTIN, President.

“ STEBBINS.
“ O’DoNoHUE.
“ ‘WETMORE.

The PRESIDENT offered the followmg preamble and resolu-
tion :

Whereas, The Counsel to the Corporation has given his opin-
ion, sustaining the objection raised by the Comptroller of the
C1ty, that this Department has not jurisdiction over the whole
of the roadway through Washington Square, from Fifth Ave-
nue to South Fifth Avenue,

Resolved, That the opening of the proposals, for repaving said
roadway, be adjourned sine die.

The PresENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined

. in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board

voting in' favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-

" more—4.



The Board then met in ad,]oumed session. L E
T Present—bommlsmoner Ma4rTIN, President. ‘;
e : “ STEBBINS. ;
o “ o O’DoxNoHUE. : L R

“ ‘WETMORE. . {

" The minutes of the previous meetings of July 26th and 28th, /
and August 2nd and 4th, 1876, were read and approved. j

L The following communications were presented and read :

Museum of Natural History., )

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that the follow- -
ing works in connection with the Museum of Natural History
building, are not provided for in any contract, and that it is

necessary they should be executed, viz : "
To furnish and put up wrought-lron angle bars for all dor- . o

mer windows, at an estimated cost of $156. R

" To furnish blue-stone flagging for all sliding doors, at an

estimated cost of $42. -
To furnish and put up on roof, six plam galvamzed-lron caps B

over ventﬂators, at an estimated cost of $81. . ?

' (Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 183.)

The PBESIDENT moved that- the Superintendent of Parks be
directed to proceed with the several works, recommended to be -
executed in his said communication.
‘The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, i
' a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor, 1
_ thereof, as follows : - ., o
PRI Ayes—Commissioners Maréin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
L more—.

Museum of Art. ) ’ ' p
~ From the Supenntendent of Parks stating that the drains = . !
for the cellar story and areas of the Museum of Art buxldmg -
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must be laid and completed before the fall and winter ; also
stating that he will require an additional force of twelve labor-
ers for the work, the cost of which he estimates at $800 to
$850.
(Minutes, April 19, 1876, p. 753.)

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be
directed to proceed with said work, and that twelve laborers be
employed for the purpose.

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’'Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Inventory of Tools, &c.
From the Property Clerk, forwarding an inventory of all the
tools, implements, &e., belonging to the Department, on July
1st, 1876. '
' ) (Minutes, February 2d, 1876, p. 580.)
Filed.

Elton Avenue,
From Mr. A. De Nobriga and other property owners, com-
plaining of the condition of Elton Avenue, in the 23d Ward,
and of the slow progress made in the work of regulating the
avenue by the contractor. !
~ Referred to the President to report.

Roger McDermott.
From Mr. Andrew Blessing and others, recommending Mr-
Roger McDermott for a position on the police force.

’Laid on the table.
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Commissioner O’DoxorUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com-

mittee, presented the following report :

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same

to the Board for approval.’

Am. Dist. Telg. Co., rent and service. . . .Maint. and Govmt.

Claflin, H. B. & Co., gloves, &ec.........Maint. and Govmt,

Colwell Lead Co., lead pipe, &c. ....... Maint. and Govmt,
P.andP.......

City Parks Impt.

Gordon, Robt., Aectg. Treas., expenses of
Mus, of Art. ..vvvivieer e iiinninn Maint. and Govmt,

Hart, A. H. & Co., twine... ..........Maint. and Govmt.

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas meter...... Maint. and Govmnt.

Hotchkiss, Guy C. Field & Co., hub
bands Maint. and Govmt.

Irwin, Wm,, petty expenses............ Maint. and Govmt,

Maint, 234 and
24th Wards. . .,

$3 28

9 86

$21 17

60 28

$16 96

48 60

14 88

$18 14

17 92

81 45

2,000 00

1,194 83

6 25

3 60

19 80

125

80 44
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Keogh,C. B. & Co:, sashes and door.. ...City Parks Impt.

Fund..........
Kruffel & Esser, drawing matls........ City Parks Impt.
Fund..........
Manhattan Gas Light Co.,gas.......... Maint. and Govmt,

P.andP.......
McNab & Harlin Mfg. Co., plumbing

matls. . ... Maint. and Govmt.
PoandP... ... $1 87

City Parks Impt.
Fund.......... 56 18

Mott, J. 1. Iron Works, castings.......City Parks Impt.

Fund....... ..

Murphy & Nesbit, brick............... City Parks Impt.

' Fund..........

New York Cement Co., cement. ........Mus. Nat. History

Sacket & Miller, Agts. uniforms........ Maint. and Govmt.

Poand P.......

Watrus & Wilson, lumber. ............ City Parks Impt.

Fund..........

Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, cups & nails. .City Parks Impt.
Fund.......... $20 16

Maint. and Govmt.
P.oandP....... 7 20

RECAPITULATION.

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . ....~. $3,438 88
City Parks Improvement Fund...........ovvnvenenenn.. 646 06
Maintenance, éte., 23d and 24th Wards........... Senenen 14 88
Museum of Natural History......oeoeeee voveinan. PO 33 75

63 88
18 48

547 2B

58 06

39 18

112 50
33 15

98 15

210 69°

27 86

84,133 57

$4,133 57

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of forty-one hundred and thirty-three dol-

lars and fifty-seven cents.

(Signed) Josepr J. O’DoNonUE, }Aud@'ﬁng

H. G. STEBBINS,
New York, August 9, 1876.

Committee.
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The PrESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay-
ment. ] '

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agret to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
_thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioner Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Edward Kelly, Gate-keeper.
Commissioner O’DoNonvEe, whom the President had desig-

nated to conduct the trial of gate-keeper, Edward Kelly, upon

the following, two charges, viz. :

1. Smoking while on duty, on July 6th, 1876.

2. Being absent for two and a half hours, without leave, on
July 13th, 1876,
reported, that he found him guilty of the first charge, and re-
commended that he be fined five days’ pay; also, that the
gate-keeper had applied for leave of absence on the 13th inst.
on account of a death in his family, but that for some reason
the application had not reached the Lieutenant, and he there-
fore recommended that the second charge be dismissed.

The PrESIDENT moved that the report be accepted, and the
recommendations therein adopted by the Board.

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agroe to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : '

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—.
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Mr, E. 0. Morrison,

The PrESIDENT stated, that it was reported that Mr. E. C.
Morrison, late Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards,
claimed that his removal from the Department was not in ac-
cordance with the provisions of Sec. 28, Chap. 335 of the Laws
of 1873 ; and he then presented a report which he had pre-
pared, as one of the committee to whom was referred the
charges made against Mr. Morrison on the 3d day of March last,
but which had not been presented before, out of regard for
Mr. Morrison, and moved that it be received, entered at
length on the minutes as of the 31st day of May last, and that it
be adopted by the Board as stating the true grounds for his
(Mr. Morrison’s) removal, and filed.

: (Minutes, May 31, 1876, p. 79.)

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—-Commissioner Stebbins—1.

REPORT.

DEPARTMENT oF PuBLIC PARKS,
36 Union Square.

23d March, 1876.

To the Board of Commissioners of the Department of Public
Puarks )

As one of the committee, appointed by the resolution passed
on the 3d day of March, 1876, to examine and report on certain
charges against Mr. E. C. Morrison, Superintendent of the 23d
and 24th Wards, I respectfully report, that on the same day
I sent for Mr. Morrison ; that Mr, Morrison attended at the De-
partment on the same day and was informed of the nature of
the charges against him, and that they were sufficient cause,
unless explained, for his removal from office ; that subsequent-
ly on the 23d day of March, 1876, Mr. Morrison attended to
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be examined on the subject of said resolutions, and for any
explanation he wished to make; that his examination was
reduced to writing and is hereto annexed. That on his
examination Mr. Morrison stated that he had obtained signa-
tures, from about twenty-four residents of the 23d and 24th
“Waxds, to a petition in favor of Assembly bill No. 37, for the
reduction of the number of Park Commissioners to a single
executive, and that he had presented the same to other
residents, who had not signed 1t ; that Mr. Barlow, formerly in
the Engineering Department, a brother-in-law" of Mr. Van
Valkenburgh, the Disbursing Clerk, had come to him for the
purpose and that he had twice gone around in the wagon of
the Department, which was placed at his service for hisofficial
duty, to get signatures, the first time with Mr. Barlow, the second
time alone. That when the point was put to him, that conceding
his entire liberty of speech and action, his conduet was question-
ablein this respect, that wlhile inthe employ of the Department
heowed his duty to the entire board, as the head of the Depart-
ment, his conduct had been in aid of an unsuccesstful attempt
to make a change in favor of one of its members, he said that
he had done it on the first occasion at the suggestion of Mr.
Barlow, and on the second entirely of his own accord, and that
he had not been influenced by any one in the Department;
that he understood the purpose and effect of what he was
doing, but that the impropriety of it had not occurred to him;
that he refrained from any further expression of his feeling in
regard to it, or in regard to his conduct in the future.

From his statement of the case, he has exhibited his own
estimate of his duty as a public officer, and displayed his own
character. It isnot such as to command respect. The duty
of preserving liberty of speech and action leads us to give
consideration even to a person who does not comprehend its
proper limits. Mr. Morrison oceupied & prominent and re-
spousible position. He does rot attempt to justify his con-
duct, nor propose to amend it. Suen an example leads to in-
subordination and disorder, which impairs the public service.
It is therefore recommended that Mr. Morrison be discharged.

Wu. R. MantIn.

Communications from the Comptroller.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the words ““and of ad-
¢ dressing others to the Department and then enclosing them
“to an individual Commissioner,” be stricken out of the pre-
amble adopted by the Board on the 21st June last, in relatio,

o
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to communications from the Comptroller, and entered on page
143 of the Minutes. :
{Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 143.)

The PresmeyT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative,
a majority of all the members of the Board not votingin favor
thereof, as follows : '

Ayes—Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore—2.

Noes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue—2.

Commissioner STEBBINS then stated that he had received, in
envelopes addressed to himself individually, the following com-
munication from the Comptroller, all of which are addressed
to this Department, viz :

» Communication, dated August 2d, 1876,

I “« “ 8d «
I “ “ 8d <
« I « 3d “
« 13 I 3d “

and two communications which are sealed, but which had
been enclosed in envelopes addressed to him individually, and
he moved that said communications be received.

The PreSIDENT ruled that the motion was out of order.

Commissioner STEBBINS appealed from the ruling of the
President. ,

The PresmeNT ruled that the appeal of the Commissioner
was out of order, as the question had previously been definitely

decided by the Board.
(Minutes, Aug. 4, 1876, p. 234.)

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10.30

o’clock a. M.
Wu. IrwiN,
Secretary, D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16th, 1876,

REGULAR MEETING—10 0’CLOOK - A. M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.

“ STEBBINS,
“ O’DONOHUE.
« WETMORE.

The mim_ites of the previous meeting of the 9th Augnst,
. |

The following communications were presented and read :

Ordinances of the Common Council.

From Alderman Wm. H. McCarthy, Chairman of the Com-

mittee on Public Works of the Board of Aldermen, forwarding

the following preamble and resolution adopted by said Board

on the 10th instant, and asking for information in relation to
the subjects therein referred to, viz. :

Whereas, For the past few years it has been a cause of constant complaint,
that important ordipances, passed by the Common Council, have been unnecssarily
delayed, and sometimes entirely overlooked, by the heads of the several Depart-
ments charged with ‘their prompt execution ; be it therefore

Resolved, That the Committee on Publie Works be, and they are hereby, in-
structed to place themselves in communication with the heads of the several De-
partments, in order to ascertain the exact condition of all such ordinances, and
that they report fully thereon to this Board at their earliest convenience, and
that thereafter a like report be made by the same Committee semi-monthly.

Referred to the President to report.
| Horses.
From the Superintendent of Parks stating that two of the
horses belonging to the Department are unfit for work on “ ac-
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count of age and other infirmities,” and recommending that

they be sold, and good horses purchased in their place.
The PrESIDENT moved that said two horses be sold at publie

auction, and that two other horses be purchased in their ‘

place.

The PreSIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, = §

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor -

thereof, as follows : »
Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more.—4. '

Lawrence Rock.

From the Superintendent, stating that, the work of excavat-
ing the rock from the basement of the Museum of Artbuilding
being done, he had transferred Lawrence Rock, inspector of .4
that work, to Tompkins Square, and given him charge of a- .ff ,

gang of men.
(Minutes, May 10th, 1876, p. 14.)

The PrESIDENT moved that the action of the Superintendent

of Parks be approved, and that Lawrence Rock be appointed
a foreman, and his pay fixed at $4.50 per day.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would -

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, .3

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : h

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-"
more.—4.

Tompkins Squure. .
From the Landscape Architect, reporting upon the improve
ments on Tompkins Square, with special reference to the treat-

ment of the northwest corner of the Square, for which he pre-

sented modified plans of the proposed Arbor, the estimated -

cost of the construction of which he stated was $10,000.
(Minutes May 31, 1876, p. 75.)
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The PrESIDENT moved that the plans presented bythe Land-
scape Architect for the treatment of the northwest corner of
Tompkins Square be approved. That specifications be pre-

“pared for the iron work required for the Arbor to be erected in

said northwest corner ; and that the Secretary be directed to
prepare and insert advertisements for proposals therefor; and

+ that the Superintendent be directed to proceed with all other

work in connection therewith.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more.—4. ‘

The PRESIDENT then moved, that the report of the Landscape
Architect, this day presented to the Board, on the subject of
the treatment of Tompkins Square, be printed as a document
of the Board.

(See documents No. 71.)

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether thie Board would

agree to said motion, and it was determined in/the affirmaftive,

a majority of all the members of the Board |vofing in favor

thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Marlin, Stebbins, O’'Donohue, Wet-
more.—4. ) :

Audit.
Commissioner O’DoxoHUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com-
mittee, presented the following report :

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same
to the Board for approval:

Croes, J. Jas. R., incidental expenses. ....8urveying, laying
out, ete., 23d and
24th Wards. ...- ©$63 43
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Dodworth’s Band, music.............. Music Central Pk. 215 00
Fisher, W. L., incidental expenses.....City Parks Imp.
Fund......... 18 9%
Grafulla, C. S, music................. Music Central Pk. 275 00
Valentine & Briggs,rent . ........... Maint.,, 238d and
24th Wards. ... 40 00
Weeks, D. C., & Son, labor and materials . Museum of Art.. 8,000 00
Weeks, D. C., & Son, labor ........... Museum Natural .
History....... 205 00
$8,877 10
RECAPITULATION.
Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, &e...... 63 73
Musie, Central Park........co.ooioviiiiniannnn .. 550 00
City Parks Improvement Fund....... .............o... 18 97
Maintenance, etc., 28d and 24th Wards.................. 40 00
Museum of Art....ooeniiieriiiiinrinnnnnens [P 8,000 00
Museum of Natural History. .........vveieeeiineann.. 205 00

—— $8,877 70

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eighty-eight hundred and seventy-
seven dollars and seventy cents,

(Signed) Josepu J. O’DoxNoHUE, Auditing
‘“ H. G. SrespINS, Commitiee.

‘New York, August 16th, 1876.

The PrESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay-
ment. '

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
dgree to said motion, and it was determined in the aflirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
- thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet-

. more—d4. .

e T
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Treasurer’s Report.

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was
ordered to be printed in the minutes :

Department of Public Parks, in account with

Joseph J. O Donohue, Treasurer.

1876. : CB.
Aug. 2. Bybalance......ceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaaiaan $1,762 26
Auvg. 2 )
to ‘“ cash received fromrents, licenses and sundries 1,024 52
Aug. 16. —_— $2.786 78
X DR,
Auvg. 2
to To cash paid into City Treasury........veen. $193 87
Aung. 16.
Aug. 16, “ balance.............cviiveiiineiine aenn 2,592 91
—_—— $2,786 78
) DR,
Aug. 16, Cash in Bank.................. coenes ieeas $1,709 26
“ N DIAWEr. .. iiiiii it e s 883 656
——— $2.592 91
(Signed) Josepu J. O’DoNoHUE,

Treasurer D, P. P.

Wednesday, August 16th, 1876.
9.30 A, M.

Revised Statutes.
The PRESIDENT moved, that the Secretary be directed to pur-
chase, for the use of the Department, a copy of the last edition
of the Revised Statutes of the State of New York. .
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : _
Ayés——Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4. .
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J. C. Aldrich.

The PrESIDENT stated that the rate of pay for which Mr. J.
C. Aldrich, Assistant Engineer, had agreed to give his services
to the Department was $2,400 per annum, but that by a mis-
apprehension his pay had been fixed at $2,000 per annum.
He, therefore, moved that Mr. J. C. Aldrich be allowed pay, at
a rate per day, equal to $400 per annum from June 21st, 1876

(being the day of his appointment), until July S1st, 1876 ; and -

that his pay from and after August 1st, 1876, be fixed at a
rate, per day, equal to $2,400 per annum.
. (Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 144.)

The PrESIDENT pub the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affimative,
a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor
" thereof, ag follows :

Ayes——Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

F. W. Brown, A. K. Merrill, Waldron Young and John Hannigan.

- The PRESIDENT moved that the following changes in the
rates of pay and position of the undermentioned employés be
made, to take effect from this date, namely :

F. W. Brown, Messenger, at $2 per day, to be Clerk, at
$2.50 per day. ‘

A. K. Merrill, Messenger, at $2 per day, to be Messenger, at
*$2.50 per day.

Waldron Young, laborer, at $2 per day, to be skilled laborer,
at $3 per day.

John Hannigan, laborer, at $2 per day, to be skilled laborer,
at $2.50 per day.

(Minutes, July 19, 1876, p. 168 and 180.)

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor

- thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.
No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Communications from the Comptroller,
Commissioner STeBBINS stated that he had received, in en-
velopes addressed to himself, five communications from the
Finance Department, all of which are addressed to the De-
partment, and he moved that they be opened and read.
The PrEsIDENT ruled that the motion was out of order.
(Minutes, Aug. 9, 1876, p. 244.) .

On motion of the PrEsipENT the Board adjourned, at 11
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 23d inst., at 9:30
o’clock A. M. '

Wu. Irwix,
Secretary D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23d, 1876.

9.30 o'CLOCK A. M.

Meetmg for the purpose of pubhcly opening proposals for
the following works, viz.

I—Building a sewer with its appurtenances in Brook
Avenue, from a point in Yide-water, to a point in One Hundred

and Sixty-fifth Street, in the Twenty-third ward of the city of
New York.

(Minutes, June 23, 1876, p. 148.)

I1.—The construction and laying of pipe-sewers in Central

- Park.

(Minutes, March 18, 1876, p. 676.)

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.
“ STEBBINS.

O’DoNOHUE.

WETMORE. -

143

114

The ¢stimate box was opened by the President, and the

envelopes containing the proposals for each work were separa-
ted.

At this point the Comptroller of the city entered.

The proposals were then opened with the following result :
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26{Joseph Walsh ... ............. ...{0 503 5013 50} 7 00,3 00 7 00{20 00/0 40
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in Brook Avenue.
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125 0014 0010 84/0 50,1 40|2 40,3 20|14 20,5 20(6 20/0 10,0 201 00{3 05| 1,500{ 296,888 %0
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Construction, dec., of Pipe-sewers, in Cenlral Park.
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1 {Cornelins Smith........... e $1 98 $ o %25 00 [$2,240 00
2 John W. Manning ........... 2 03 58% 27 50 2,184 25
8 |Joshua D. Miner.......ovnt. 3 00 180 75 0D 4,245 00
4 \John Mulholland.... ...... - 2 30 (53 30 00 2,460 00 R
6 {Wm. H. Kukuek............. 1 60 40 40 00 1,760 00 .
6 1Jas, Baitd wsewss smassesass 1 59 15 40 09 1,527 50
TIALP. H Casey..oecevernaans 2 00 1 00 ' 1 00 2,405 00
8|F. A, ODonnel..........o.0 | 100 15 30 00 1,035 00
9 James J. Jones, ... uen o i 160 80 30 00 1,620 00
10 [John B. Healy...... 581 ; Fpn 125 35 16 00 1,332 50
11 [F. Stollmeyer.........couen. 2 10 60 50 00 2,365 00 -
12 |C. Devlin & J. MeKim.... ... 2 95 2 25 40 00 3.912 50 g
13 |Green Wrighto.....oovvennnt. 2 10 65 40 00 2,360 00 #
14 |Daniel Gallagher........... - 2 25 125 40 00 3,012 50
15 |Hugh McCabe.....oovvvnen, 1 56 20 18 00 1,440 00
16 {Michael Flanagan.. ........ 1 50 50 5 00 1,950 00
17 [Wm. LEverard.......oc0vvn.. 165 33 49 00 1,797 50

The CoMpTROLLER of the city then retired, and the Board

niet in an adjourned session. ‘

Present.—Commissioner Martin, President.’
STEBBINS,
O’DoxNonUE,
‘WETMORE.

[
13

[

On motion of the PresmENT, the reading of the minutes of
the previous meeting of the 16th inst., was dispensed with.

)

The following communications were then presented and
read :
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) Parade ‘ground.
From the Counsel to the Corporation, as follows ;

Orriog oF THE COUNSEL T0 THE CORPORATION,

Law DEPARTMENT,
New Yoxrk, August 18, 1876.

In tHE MATTER

of

THE APPLICATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
Public Parks and the Department of
Public Works, to acquire title to cer-
tain lands for a Military Parade Ground,
and the streets adjoining the same.

Hon, WiLtiam R, MarTiy,
President of the Depariment of Public Parks.

Sir,~The original petition upon which application was to have been made for the
appointment of Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment in this matter, ap-
pears to have been lost. It was returned to this office from the Department of
Parks and the Department of Public Works in June, 1875, prior to my accession
to office, and was in charge of Mr. Tidball, a clerk in this office, for a long time .
previous to the first of May last. There being occasion to examine the petition
in June last, enquiry was made for it, but it could not, after search, be found. [
have recently cansed a most thorough search to be made for the petition in every
place in this office aud elscwhere, where it might possibly be, but it cannot be
found. I have also made enquiry of Mr. Tidball, who is no longer connected
with this office, but he can give no information in regard to the matter, and is
unable to remember when he last saw the petition. a

Under these circumstances it is necessary that a new petition should be pre-
pared. and I accordingly enclose herewith a copy of the one heretofore signed,
with the reqnest that you will cause it to be executed in a proper manner on be-
half of the Department of Public Parks.

There was attached to the other petition a map of the proposed parade ground
and the streets adjoining the same, and reference is also made in the paper now
enclosed to such a map. It will, therefore, be necessary to prepare a new map to
be attached to the present paper. I presume it will be but little trouble to the
engineer who prepared the other map, to make another copy.

The application for the appointment of commissioners has been adjourned to
Friday, the 25th inst., but as it will also be necessary for me toprocure the signa-
ture of the Commissioner of Public Works to the petition, I will thank you to re-
turn it to me as early as possible next week,

I am sir,
Yours respectfully.
‘WritLiam G, WHITNEY,.
Counsel to the Corporation.

(Minutes, June 23, 1876, p. 150.)
The PresIDENT then offerred the following resolution :

Resolved, That the President be, and hereby is, authorized
and requested to sign and verify on behalf of this Department
the new petition, prepared by the Counsel to the Corporation,
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for the appointment of commissioners to acquire the title to
the parade ground..

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’'Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Museum of Natural History.

From Messrs. Cooke & Beggs, contractors for fitting up the
elevator in the Museum of Natural History, stating that they
- have delivered the elevator at said museum building, and would
have had it completely set up, only that the building is not in
a position to enable them to do so, asyet ; and asking for pay-
ment on account of their contaact.

(Minutes, January 18th, 1876, p. 536.)

The Presient offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Superintending Architect be, and hereby
is, authorized and directed to prepare an estimate for Messrs.
Cooke and Beggs contractors for up fitting the elevators, &e., in
the Museum of Natural History building, on account, and not
exceeding the sum of $1,500, if, in his judgment, safficient
work has been done and material delivered to justify said pay-
ment.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Boald voting in favor

thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

g ) COricket on Central Park.
From Mr. James T. Soutter, President of the St. George
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- Cricket Club, asking that permission be given to said club to

play cricket on the Central Park.
(Minutes, March 29th, 1876, p. 708.)
Referred to the Landscape Architect for his report.

~ 154th Street, Twenty-third Ward.
From Mr. D. Fredericks and others complaining of the con-
dition of 154th street, in the T'wenty-third Ward, between Elton
and Courtland Avenues. '
Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and
Twenty-fourth Wards for his report.

Mill Brook sewer in Brook avenue, -
From Mr. James E. Serrell, city surveyor, protesting against

the plan for the construction of the Mill Brook sewer, in Brook
‘avenue.

Filed.

From the Engineer of Construction reporting upon the pro-

" test of Mr. James E. Serrell.

(Minutes, August 23d, 1876, p. 255.)
Filed.

City Parks Improvement Fund.
The PresIDENT offered the following reselution :

Resolved, That the Comptroller of the City of New York be,
and he is hereby, required forthwith to create and issue, in -
such manner and under such regulations as he shall deterthine,
a public fund or stock, to be denominated “ City Parks Im-
provement Fund,” to the amount of one hundred thousand
($100,000) dollars, as authorized by Chap. 608, Laws of 1875,
for the improvement and regulation of the several parks,
squares and places, which are now, or hereafter may be under
%)e control and management of the Department of Public

arks.

(Minutes, April 21, 1876, p. 770.)

The PresIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the ‘members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10:45
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday the 30th inst., at 9 o’clock
A M.

WM. InwrvN,
Secretary D. P. P.

-
-
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30th, 1876,

ADJOURNED MEETING—9 O’CLOCK A. M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.
“ STEBBINS.
“ ‘WETMORE.

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 16th inst. vﬁere

‘read and approved.

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 23d inst. were
read, when
Commissioner STEBBINS moved that they be amended by in-
serting on page 255, and immediately after “ At this point the
 Comptroller of the city entered.” the following words, “and
“ affer listening to, and examining the various bids, he enquired
¢ for the charter and examined the clause relating to the open-
“ ing of the same, when he objected to the proceeding on the
“ ground that they were not in conformity with law.”
- The PRESIDENT then moved that the approval of the minutes
of the 23d inst., and the motion of Commissioner Stebbins to

amend same, be laid over until the next meeting of the Board.
Adopted.

The following communications were then presented and
read : '

Drinking Fountain at Sixth Avenue and Thirty-third street Park.
From the Clerk of the Board of Aldermen forwarding a com-
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munication from Mr. T. G. Ellsworth, County Secretary of the
Good Templars, complaining that the drinking fountain at
Sixth Avenue and Thirty-third Street Park is out of order, and

requesting that it be repaired.
Réferred to the Superintendent of Parks for his report.

Urinal at the Dairy, Central Park,
From the Health Department, complammg of the condition

of the urinal at the Dairy in the Central Park.
Referred to the Superintendent of parks for his report.

City Parks Improvement Fund.

From the Secretary of the Board of Estlmate and Appor-
tionment, forwarding a copy of a resolution of said Board,
authorizing the. Comptroller of the city to issue City Parks

Improvement Fund Stock to the amount of $25,000.
(Minutes, Aug. 23, 1876, p. 261.)

Filed.

Celebration of Independence Day. .
From the Comptroller of the city as follows :

City ofF New York—DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE,
CoMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, %
August 26, 1876,
To the Department of Public Parks :

Bills of 8. C. Edge, for fireworks at Union Square, amounting to $1,296; J. W
Hadfield, for fireworks, amounting to $1,000; Isaac Hdge & Son, for fireworks,
amounting to $2,135.08; Det\vlller Street Au Co., for ﬁre\\mks, amounting to
$690.91; Feodor Gunzel, for decor ating and illomivating at Madison square,
amounhrw to $50; TFelix Werner, for decor ating and ﬂlumlnatmg at Madison
square 2‘594 John A Casey for tar barr els, ete, amnumlvm to §114; A. Sivori,
for illuminatmg 86 Union square, amounting to$25; New York Caleium Light Co.,
for caleinm lights, amounting to $40 ; R. Burgess, for labor and materials, amount-
ing to $29.25: Dodworth’s band of music furnished at City Hall, amonnting to
$133; M. K. Maximillian, for rent of flags, amounting to £22; Fred. Law Olm-
stead, for special services and disbursements, amounting to $384.72, have been re-
ceived at this Department.

Seetion 14 of Chapter 3385, Laws of 1873, provides that no money shall be ex-
pended for any celebration, anless by vote of four-fifths of all the members of the
Common Council.

Will you please inform this Department whether the necessary vote was ob-
tained in these cases.

: Respectfully,
(Bigned.) ANDREW H. GREEN,
Comptroller.

NP St



e e

~.

SN g

N

e

S

e

U e

e s e N e

August 30, 1876.] 265 .

The PresIDENT stated that he had transmitted tp the Finance

_ Department the following reply, and moved that tis action be

approved.

Adopted. )
(Minutes, Aug. 4th, 1876, p. 219.)

[REPﬁY.]

Crry oF NEw YoRx,
DEerPARTMENT oF PUBLIC PARKS.
New Yorx, August 29th, 1876.

To the Comptroller of the City of New York :

In answer to yours of the 26th instant, we beg leave to inform you that no vote
has been obtained in the Common Council in reference to the bills of I. G. Edge
and others, for fireworks in Union Square, &c., on the celebration of Independence
day, and that none was necessary. .

Serious complaints have reached this Department of your dilatoriness in solving
so simple a question, and of the hardships these persons have suffered in having .
an untenable objection raised against the payment of their just claims.

We trust you will see the propriety of prompt action in these cases.

Respectfully,
(Signed) , Wu. R. MarTIN,
President D. P, P,

) ) Liberty Pele at Union ASquare.
Froin Mr. Eugene Cruger, Recording Secretary of the Young
Men’s Democratic Union Club, asking permission for said
club to erect a libefty-pole near Washington Monument, Union
Square, and undertaking to remove said pole immediately after \
the elections in November.

Laid over until next meeting.

Ice on the Pool, Central Park,

From Mr. Jacob Boehm, stating that he had paid $700 to
this Department for the right to cut ice on the Pool in Central
Park last winter. That on account of the mildness of the
season, he did not obtain any ice last winter. And asking that

_he be granted the privilege of cutting the ice this coming

winter season. )
(Minutes, Nov. 8, 1875, p. 364.)

.Laid over until next meeting. ' .
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East River Park. _ ,

The PRESIDENT moved that the Secretary be directed to give
notice, through the daily papers, that the East River Park
will be opened to the public on. Friday, the 1st September

next, at 4 o’clock, ». m.
(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 144.)

Adopted.

Sewer in Brook Avenue.
The PreSIDENT offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the proposal (No. 22), of Messrs. Charles
Jones and Thomas P. McQuade, for building a sewer with the
necessary receiving basing, culverts and appurtenances, in
Brook Avenue, from a point in tide water to a point in 165th
Street, in the 23d Ward of the city of New York, be accepted
as the lowest bid ; that the contract be awarded to said Messrs.
Jones and McQuade, and that the President be, and hereby is,
authorized to execute the same for and on behalf of this De-
partment.

(Minutes, August 23d, 1876, pp. 256 and 257.)

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there-

~of ag follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

Pipe-sewers in Central Park.

The PresENT offered the following resolution :
Resolved, That the proposal (No. 8), of Mr. Frank A. O’Don-

nel, for the construction and laying of pipe-sewers in Central
Park, be accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract be
awarded to said Frank A. O'Donnel, and that the President
be, and hereby is, authorized to execute same for and on be-
half of this Department.

{Minutes, August 23d, 1876, p. 258,)

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative,

’

.
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a majority of all the members of "the Board voting in favor -

thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

On motion of the PrESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10.15

o’cloek a. .

‘Wu. IRwIN,
Secretary, D. P. P,
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. ‘
- MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4th, 1876,
SpECIAL MERTING—9 0'CLOCK A. M.

The Board met pursuant to the following call of the Presi-
dent : '
DeparTMENT OF PunLio PaRks, !
86 Union Square (East).
' New Yorg, 1st September, 1876.
Mr. W, Inwin, Secretary D. P. P. ’
Sir,—You will please call a special meeting of the Board for Monday, the 4th
inst., at 9 o’clock a.m., for the purpose of taking such action as may be necessary
in relation to the inauguration of the statue of Lafayette.
Respectfully, _
(Signed)- W. R. Marmiy,
President D. P. P.
{Minutes, July 26, 1876, p. 207.) k

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.
“ ‘WETMORE.

-A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned without
transacting any business. '

W, IswiN, :

Secretary D. P. P.
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.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6th, 1878,

Recurar MEETING—10 O'CLOCK A. M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.
“ STEBBINS.
“ O'DoNORUE.
« ‘WETMORE.

On motion of the President, the approval of the minutes of
the 23d Awugust, 1876, was laid over; and the reading of the
minutes of the previous meetings of the 30th August and 4th
September, 1876, was dispensed with.

The following communications were presented and vead :

: Fountains.

From the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works,
requesting that all the fountains, except the one at the Terrace
in Central Park, be discontinued, on account of the very
limited supply of Croton water, occasioned by the long con-
tinued drought.

The President stated that the Department of Public Works
had, since he received said communication, cut off the supply of
water to the fountains, thereby rendering any action on the
matter by this Department unnecessary, and he moved that
said communication be filed,

Adopted.
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Jeremiah McCarty.

From Mr. John O’Donnell and others, asking that Mr. Jere-
miah McCarty be appointed a foreman.

Filed.

James Crow,

From Mr. James Crow, applying for the position of inspector
on Brook Avenue sewer.
Filed.

Audit.

Commissioner O’Donohue, Chairman of the Auditing Com-
mittee, presented the following three reports :

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have

examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same
to the Board for approval :

Ayers, Saml. P., Estate of, rubber valves.Maint. and Govmt. )
P oand P....... $12 00

P.and P....... 185 78
Boyd, BEdw'd A, glass. ............... Maint. and Govmt,
: P.and P....... 449 63
Central Gas Light Co., gas............ Harlem R. B. Reps,

Imp. and M..... 60 00
Coffin, Paul C., & Co., nails....... ... Harlem R. B. Reps.

Twmp, and M. .... ) 18 60
Colgate & Co, 80ap....... ......oout. Maint, and Govmt,

P.oand P........ 6 40
Horgan, Cornelius, meat, ............. Maint. a.nd'Govmt-. .

Poand P....... : 243 00
Hunter, Keller & Co., iron pipe .. .... City Parks Impt.

Fund.......... 16 15
Mahoney, Michael, blue-stone. . ........ Mus. Nat. History £42 00

City Parks Impt.
Fund.......... 353 60

- 3395 60
Merchant, 8. L., & Co., cement, , . ......City Parks Impt,

Fund.......... 21 00

RSP
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Metropolitan Gas L, Co., gas meter. ... Maint. and Govmt.

P.and P.......
Metropolitan Gas L. Co., gas, July..... Maint. and Govmt.
’ P andP.......

McNab & Harlin Mfg: Co., plumbers,
Materials.... «ovvneeriiiennn. City Parks Iwpt.
: Fund..........
N. Y. Gas Light Co., gas, July........Maint. and Govmt,
P and P.......
Préntice, James, repair to transit, . . ....City Parks Tmpt.
) Fund... ......
Poillon, C. & R., lumber.............. City Parks Impt.
Fund..........
Harlem R. B. Reps.

Imp. and M....

Reilly, P, bread and crackers..........Maint and Govmt,

Poand P.......
Rogers, Robt., services as diver....... Harlem R. B. Reps,
lwp. and M.....
Rogers & Graham, services as divers...Harlem R. B. Reps.
Imp. and M.....
Seanlon, Jobn P, milk............... Maint. and Govmt,
: P.oandP........

Stackpole & Bro., repairs to thermome-
L7 P City Parks Imp.

Fund..... ......
Smith, Geo. W., & Co., revised statutes,City Parks Impt.

Scott, D., fish and vegetables ......... Maint. and Govm't

Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, hardware, .. .Maint, and Govmt,
' P.andP........
City Parks Impt.

Surveying, laying
out, ete., 23d
and 24th Wards.

$447 80

395 60

$11 00

5 50

$6 00

3 24

2 46

$33 78

295 00

27 48
636 00

80 00

813 30
50 68
50 00
50 00

12 16

16 50

"B5 16

11 70
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Watrous & Willson, lumber. . ......... City Parks Impt.
. Fund.......... $109 44
Wiebusch & Hilger, Hardware Co,,
hardware................es. +..Maint. and Govmt.

P.andP....... 25 00
» $3,606 29
2 RECAPITULATION.
Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places........ $1,966 03
City Parks Improvement Fund................coveint. 1,021 68
Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint........ 874 10
Museum of Natural History.......covoeiieenineieni.tn 42 00
Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards.......... 2 46
B $3,606 29

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirty-six hundred and six dollars and
twenty-nine cents. .
(Signed) JoserH J, O’Dononug, ) Auditing
5 H. G. STEBBINS, Commitee.
New York, September 6, 1876.

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same
to the Board for approval. '

Boyd, Edw. A., glass............c.... City Parks Impt.
' Fund.......... $12 40

‘Coffin, Paul C., & Co., steel brooms. . . .. .Maint. and Govmt.
P.oand Pocicoes 30 00

Claflin, H. B. & Co., thread. ........... Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P....... 4 64

Cooper, Hewitt & Co., steel wire. .......Maint, and Govrt.
P and Poae s 4 41

Devlin, John B,, paving, .............. Paving Third av.

from Westchester

av. to northern
boundary, 23d
Ward; ccsveses 5,482 55
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Grafulla, C. S, music.........o0ueun.. Music Central Pk, $2175 00
Harlem Gas Light Co., gas............ Maint, and Govmt.
P.and P....... $154 00

H. R. B, Reps,
Tmpt. & Maint. . 60 00

- 214 00
Walmsley, R. G., pipe.... covvvvnnn.. Museum  Natural
History......... 130
Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, pick handles. .City Parks Impt.
Fund.......... 12 15
i $6,036 45
RECAPITULATION.
City Parks Improvement Fund...... e $166 40
- Maintenance and Goyernment of Parks and Places........ 51 20
Paving Third av. from Westchester av. to northern boun-
dary 28d Ward. ... .. cooi ittt i e an 5,482 55
Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maintenance.. . 60 00
Mpsic, Central Park. ... .....oooeeeeerireenennennnn. 275 00
Museum Natural History......o. cooiiiiiiniienanin, 180

— $6,036 45

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of six thousand and thirty-six dollars

and forty-five cents.

(Signed) Joserr J. O’DoNonur, | Auditing
“ H. G. StesBINS, Commiltiee.

New York, September 6th, 1876.

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same

. to the Board for approval :

Anderson, Pierce & Co., paint, oils and

varnish..........................City Parks Impt.
Fund....... e $204 34
Maint. & Govmt, l
P.and P....... 34 39
, : $238 73
Allen, R. H. & Co,, knife rivets. ....... Maint. and Govmt, *

P.and P...... 100
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Aes Plow Co, shovels. . ...:.........City Parks Impt.
, . Fuamd..........
Boyle & Co,, corn, oats, etc..........«Maint. and Govmt.

Cooke & Beggs, labor and matls, . ...... Museum Natural
i . g History..... e
Croes, Jas. R., incidental expenses..... Surveying, laying
¢ out, ¢te., 23d and

; v 24th Wards. ...
Coffin, Paul C., & Co., pails and nails.. . Maint. and Govmt.

City Parks Impt.
Fand.........

Early & Lane, pails and brooms.. ... ... City Parks Impf.
Fund...... ..
Harlem R. B., Reps.
Impt., Maint. k]

»

Maint, and Govmt.

Gold & Stock Telg, Co., rent of line.. . . .Maint, and Govmt.

Gordon, Robert, Act’g. Treas., expenses
Museum of Art............ocu... Maint. and Govt.
’ P.aodP.......
Harlem Gas Light Co,, gas-meter, Ang..Maint. and Govt.

P.and P......."

Hillman, Caleb, monument........... Surveying, laying
out, etc., 28d and

24th Wards, etc.

[ Wadnesday,

t

$51 20
135 00

*1,600 00

85 44

38 45

42 00

22 80

62 50

535 25 .

2T

196
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Haunter, Keller & Co., iron pipe..... "...City Parks Impt.

Irwin, Wm., incidental expenses........ City Parks Impt.
Fund......... $28 68

P.and P...... 27 00
Surveying, laying

out, etc., 23d and

24th Wards, etc. 0 25
Mus. Nat. History 0 48
Maint., etec.,, 23d

& 24th Wards, -

ete........... 18 74
Keese & Valentine, sundries,. ........ Maint., 28d and
24th Wards.. ..
King, Briggs & Co., files.............. Maint. and Govmt.
Poand P.......
King, Joseph, keep of horse, August....Surveying, laying

out, etc., 23d and
. 24th Wards. ...
Lanthier, L. A., passe partouts. . . .. "...Maint. and Govmt

Poand P.......

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas, July.. .. Maint. and Govm’t
P and P.......

Moffat, David & Co., leather........... Maint. and Govm’t
Pand P.......

P andP.......
Murphy & Nesbitt, brick, lime & hair,. .City Parks Impt.

Parry, Henry, marble basinslab,....... City Parks Impt,

.........

Poillon, C. & R., lumber,.............. City Parks Tmpt.

Seanlan, John P., milk for Avgust,. . ... Maint, and Govm’t

P.andP.......
Valentine, Ebenezer, coal,.............Maint. 23d & 24th

$7 79

78 15

30 00

551 50

84 15
12 00
45 00
16 00

12 40
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Van Riper, Chas., plow share, ete.,...... Maint. 28d & 24th
. Wards........ $86 58
Verplanck, Bros., tacks,............... Maint. and Govm’t .
P.andP....... 100
Watrous & Willson, boards. ........... City Parks Impt.
Fund......... 23 50
Watson Mfg. Co., iron and labor........ Mus, Nat’l Hist. 2,500 00
Weeks, D. C. & Son, labor and materials, Mus. Nat’l Hist. 6,896 00

Ziegler, J. & Co., enameled cloth,.......Surveying, laying
out, ete., 23d and

24th Wards. . .. 175
$18,210 75
RECAPITULATION,

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places........ %1,483 09
City Parks Improvement Fund........ ............ ... 492 29
American Museum Natural History..................... 10,896 48
Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, ete... ... 215 69
Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards,ete, ... ......... 114 20
Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Maint,.. 9 00

—_——$13,210 75

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirteen thousand two hundred
and ten dollars and seventy-five cents.

(Signed) Josepn J. O'Doxonve, | Auditing
H. G. SresBINS, ; y  Committee.

New York, September 6th, 1876.

The PresiENT moved that the Board do now approve the
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay-
ment,

The PresipeENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was deftermined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereot, as follows : '

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.
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Lafayette Status.

The PrESIDENT reported that the Consul-General of France
and the Committee of French residents, had arranged for-
mally fo present the Statue of Lafayette to the city, on this
afternoon, the 6th inst. That he had seen his Honor the
Mayor, who was to receive the statue on behalf of the city,
concerning the arrangements, and that his Honor had requested
that this Department would make the necessary preparations
and incur the expenditures suitable to the occasion; and had
promised that, if funds were required for the purpose by this
Department he would have a transfer made by the Board of
Estimate and Apportionment for the purpose.

He then moved that he be authorized to expend an amount
not exceeding $400, in making the necessary preparations for -
the unveiling and inauguration of the said statue of Lafayette.

(Minutes, Sept. 4, 1876, p. 270,)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Filling on Manhattan Square.

The PrEsipENT moved that an order be authorized to be
issued, on the requisition of the Superintendent, for an amount
of filling, not exceeding 10,000 cubic yards, for the purpose of
completing the approaches from 77th Street to the Museum of
Natural History Building, on Manhattan Square, at a price

not exceeding 10c¢. per cubic yard.
(Minutes, March 29, 1876, p. 707.)

The PiEsIDENT put the question whether the Board would
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agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Patrick Cunningham, Owen Carr.

Commissioner O’'DoNoBUE stated that Patrick Cunningham,
a keeper in the Menagerie, had tendered his resignation,
and he moved that it be accepted, and that Owen Carr be ap-
pointed a keeper in his place, at the same rate of pay, viz,
$16 per week.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to sald motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

4yes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohne, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

On motion of the PrEsmpENT the Board adjourned, at 10
o’clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 13th inst., at 9 o’clock
A. M.

Wu. IRWIN,
Secretary D. P. P,
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‘WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th, 1876.

ADJOURNED MEETING—9 O’CLOCK A. M.

Present-——Commissioner MARTIN, President.
« STEBBINS.
“ ‘WETMORE.

The minutes of the previous meetings of August 30th,
September 4th, and September 6th, 1876, were read and ap-
proved. - '

On motion of the PrESIDENT, the approval of the minates of

b\ the previous meeting of August 23d, 1876, was laid over until

the next meeting.

The following communications were presented and read :

. . Geo. C. Coffin—~TIsaac Evans.

From the Counsel to the Corporation, in which he states
‘that, as it appears from a letter addressed to him by the
President, on the question of the removal of Mr. Isaac Evans,

late Assistant Secretary, and the appointment of Mr. Geo. C.

Coffin to that position, the provisions of the charter were
not complied with in the removal of Mr. Evans, his removal
was irregular, but that he is inclined to think that Mr. Evang’ -
acquiescence amounted to a waiver of any objections he might
have taken ag to the manner of his removal, and that he is
neither the incambent of the office or position of Assistant
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Secretary, nor entitled to the salary attached thereto. He also
states as follows :

.

*“ Even if the position of Assistant Secretary is an ¢ gffice’ and
“ Mr. Evans, by reason of the irregularity of his removal, is
“ still the lawful incumbent of that office, I do not think this
“ act can operate to deprive Mr. Coffin of his salary. If there
“is such an ¢ office’ as that of ¢ Assistant Secrelary, and Mr.
¢ Coffin has not heretofore filled that ¢office,” because it was
“ notvacant, he is, nevertheless, a duly appointed clerk or sub-
“ ordinate of the Department of Public Parks, and has per-
¢ formed such duties as were assigned to him by the Board
“ governing that Department, and is entitled to receive such
“ salary for those services as was fised by the Department at
“ the time of his appointment, provided there is now a suffi-
“ cient amount of the appropriation for the Park Department
“ to cover such payment.”

The PrESIDENT stated that the Comptroller had refused to
pay Mr. Geo. C. Coffin his salary for the month of July, and on
. that account he had requested the Counsel to the Corporation
to give his opinion as to the legality of his appointment, and
he then moved that sald communication be received and

filed.
(Minutes, May 31, 1876, p, 80.)

Adopted.

Berrian Avenue—Marrion Avenue.
From the Engineer of Construction, reporting that the
property owners on the line of Berrian Avenue had laid the
flagging on the west side of said avenue, from Kingsbride
"Road to Isaac Street, excepting 125 lineal feet between Kings-
bridge Road and John Street, and 185 lineal feet opposite the
hotel and in front of the horse shed, adjacent to Kingsbridge
Road. : _
That on Marrion Avenue only 50 lineal feet, in front of the
property of Mr. J. Ridgeway, had been laid.
(Minutes. Nov. 29, 1875, p. 485, and March 1, 1876, p. 650.)
The PreSIDENT moved that said report be received, and that
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the balance of the work, not done by the property owners, be
executed by contract, the specifications for which shall be
prepared by the Engineer of Construction; and that the
Secretary prepare and insert the necessary advertisements for
proposals for the work..

The PreSIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agreo to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor

thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore.—3.

» Third Avenue Paving,.
From Mr. James Everard, contractor for paving Third

‘Avenue, claiming that certain days on which the Inspec-

tors employed on the work of paving said avenue had worked, -
should not be charged against him in his final estimate.

Also from the Engineer of Construction, stating that the
whole number of days worked by the Inspectors was 222 ; that
the work was ‘suspended, by reason of wet weather, &c., for
22% days; that the contract called for the work to be finished
in 85 days; that therefore the number of days with which the
contractor is to be charged is 1143. That Mr. Everard now
claims he is entitled to a deduction of 20 days from this 114}
days. 'He submits a statement showing the work done on the
days claimed by the contractor, and states that he does not
think that any deduction should be made for them.

The PRESIDENT moved that the recommendation of the
Engineer of Construction be accepted, and that the claim of
Mr. Everard be disallowed.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,

. a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
- thereof, as follows :

" Ayes—Cornamissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.
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" Fordhsm Avenue, Kingsbridge Road, 24th Ward.

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting a
map or plan of Fordham Avenue and connecting streets.
(Minutes, February 4th, 1876, p. 595.)
Laid over until next meeting,

Maps of 23d and 24th Wards and north end of Island,

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, recommending
that photo-lithographic copies of the maps of the 23d and
24th Wards, and of the north end of the Island, be made on a
scale of 300 feet to one inch.

Laid over until next meeting.

Thomas L. Beebe.

From the Engineer and Surveyor of street openings and im-
- provements, stating that in running out the lines for the sewer
in Brook Avenue he had found it necessary to employ an axe-
man for one day, and had obtained the services of Mr. Thos.
L. Beebe, and requesting that his action be sanctioned by the
Board, and that Mr. Beebe be allowed pay for said day.

The PresIpENT moved that the action of the Engineer and
Surveyor of street openings and improvements be approved,
and that Mr. Thos. L. Beebe be allowed pay as an axeman
for one day, at therate of $2.50 per day, which shall be charged
to the appropriation for “surveying and laying out, &ec., the
north end, &ec.” '

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

Riverside Ave. ’
From Messrs. Henry Gantz & Co., requesting that a clause
be inserted in the contract for improving Riverside Avenue,
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requiring a cerfain deseription of asphalt pavement to be laid
on said Avenue,
(Minutes, August 4, 1876, p. 222.)
Filed.

R Dennis Fitzpatrick.

From Alderman Wm. Wade and sixteen other members of
the Common Council, asking that Mr. Dennis Fitzpatrick be
appointed as engineer in charge of the new steam engine to be
placed on Third Avenue Bridge.

Liaid on the table.

Southern Boulevard.
From Mr. C. D. Dickey and anumber of other residents of
the 23d and 24th Wards, complaining of the condition of the
Bouthern Boulevard. '
Referred to the President to report upon.

Samuel Ofen.

From Mr. Samuel Ofen, applying for a position upon the

police force.
Filed.

Jonas Chandler,

From Mr. Jonas Chandler, applying for a position as in-

- gpector upon the construction of Brook Avenue sewer.

Filed.

L. Falkenan,
~ The PrestpENT reported verbally, on behalf of the Executive
Committee, that $232.50 was a just amount to allow Mr. L.
Falkenan for work done on Third Avenue pavement as a City
Surveyor, and was within the amount allowed by the ordi-
nances of the eity, and recommended that he be allowed said
amount, and that the Engineer of street openings and im-
provements be directed to inelude same in the assessment list
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for said work. He also handed in two communications in re-
lation to the subject, one from Mr. L. Falkenan and one from
the Engineer and Surveyor of street openings and improve-
ments.
(Minutes Nov. 3, 1875, p. 358.)
Commissioner WETMORE moved that said report Be accepted
and adopted by the Board.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, ag follows : .

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore.—3.

Joseph Mazzini.

The PreSIDENT stated that Mr. Nestor Corradi, Artist, of 284
Third Avenue, M. F. Donnarumma and M. E. Macogzi, had
called upon him and requested that a site be designated in
Central Park for a bust of Joseph Mazzini, which a committee

~of Italian Residents proposed to present to the city, and he
moved that the Landscape Architect be requested to report
upon said application.

Adopted.

Brook Avenue sewer. Pipe sewers in Central Park.
Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following preamble and
resolution :

Whereas, there may be reason for believing that the Board
were not legally empowered to award the work for the con-
struction of a sewer in Brook Avenue, and the construction
and laying of pipe sewers in Central Park to the lowest bidder,
the Comptroller of the city objecting to the opening of the
bids, on the ground of the informality and illegality of the pro-
ceedings on the part of the Board ; it is therefore,

Llesolved, that the President be, and he is hereby, directed to
withdraw the statement of the award from the Finance Depart-
ment; that the action of the Board be reconsidered, the sub-
ject laid on the table, and the whole case submitted to the
Counsel to the Corporation for his opinion thereon.

(Minutes, August 30, 1876, p. 267.)
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The PRESIDENT moved that said preamble and resolution be

laid over until the next meeting of the Board.
Adopted.

. Tompkins Square.
Commissioner SteBBINS offered the following preamble and
resolution :

Whereas, the time for the completion of the work on Tomp-
kins Square by day’s work, has not been extended by the
Common Counecil, .

Resolved, that the men so employed be at once discharged,
and the Comptroller of the city duly notified of the fact.

(Minutes, Aug. 4, 1876, p. 215.)

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said preamble and reso-
lution be laid over until the next meeting.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the Members of the Board who were present,
voting in favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Wetmore—2.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board adjourned at 10.30
o’clock A, to meet on Friday, the 15th inst, at 9.15 o’clock ’

AIMO
Wi Irwix,
Secretary D. P, P.
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15th, 1876.

A —
-

ADpjoURNED MEETING—9:15 0’CLOCK A.M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.
s STEBBINS,
* ‘WETMORE.

On motion of Commissioner WerMoRE, the Board adjourned

without transacting any business.
Wy IrwIN,

Secretary, D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th, 1876.

REGﬁLAB MzrTiNG—10 0'CLOCK A. M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.

o STEBBINS.
“ O’DONOHUE.
“ ‘WETMORE.

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 13th and 15th
insts., were read and approved.

The PrESIDENT then stated that the approval of the minutes
of August 23d, 1876 was in order, and that the motion of Com-
missioner Stebbins to amend the same and offered at the meet-
ing of August 30, 1876, was now before the Board.

The PresipENT then moved as a substitute for said motion of
Commmissioner Stebbins, that the minutes of the 23d August,

1876, be approved as read, on the ground that the amendment
proposed does not correctly state the facts.

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said substitute motion, and it was determined in the
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows : ~

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’'Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

" The following communications were then presented and

read :
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Francis Hagan, Assistant Foreman,
From the Superintendent of Parks, forwarding certain charges
~ against Assistant Foreman Francis Hagan.
(Minutes, June 9th, 1878, p. 118.)
Referred to Commissioner O’Donohue to investigate, and

report.

Bridge over Harlem River.

From the Engineer of Const‘ruction, submitting plans for an
iron bridge over Harlem river, from 13%th street on the west
side, to 138th street on the east side of said river, and estimat-

ing the cost of its construction at $87,417.
(Minutes, April 28, 1876, p. 780.)

Laid over until next meeting.

Sidewalks on Brook Avenue and cross streets, '

From the Engineer of Construction, stating that it will be
necessary to determine the width of the sidewalks on Brook
Avenue and the cross streets. That the regulations of the late
town of Morrisania and those‘of the city of New York are dif-
ferent in relation to the width of the sidewalks ; and asking in-
structions in the matter.

Referred to the President for report.

Transfer of Appropriation. ’

Trom the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion-
ment, notifying this Department that a transfer of $437.50 from
the appropriation for “ Surveying, laying out, &e.,” for 1875, to
the appropriation for *Third Avenue, Morrisania, Opening
Improvement Fund,” 1875, had been authorized.

) (Minutes, August 4, 1876, p. 228.)

Filed. .
Museums of Art and Natural History Stock.

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion-
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ment, notifying this Department that the Comptroller of the
city had been authorized to issue $25,000 of the Museums of

‘Art and Natural History stock.

_ (Minutes, June 28, 1876, p. 16.)
P .
Filed.

City Parks Improvement Fund.

From the Secreté,ry of the Board of Estimate and Apportion-

ment, notifying this Departmeﬁt that the Comptroller of the

city had been authorized to issue $25,000 of the “ City Parks
Improvement Fund Stock.”

' {Minutes, Aug. 23, 1876, p. 261.)
* Filed.
Audit.

Commissioner O’DoNoHUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com-
mittee, presented the following two reports :

The Auditing Committee beg léave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the
same to the Board for approval:

Am. Dist. Telégraph Co., rent and ser-

L2 (7T vse. . .Maint. and Govmt.
P&P......... 85 05
City Parks Impt.
Fund.......... 15 09
' —  $2014
Crissey, Wm. V., & Co,, paper and cam-
phor...... cereerenaas Cateeaaens Maint. and Govmt.
: P&P......... 6 24
Dodworth’s band, music...............Music Central Park 27500
Grafulla, C. 8., music................. Music Central Park 275 00
Harmer, Hays & Co., harness materials. Maint. and Govmt.
P, and P....... 2281
Horgan, Cornelius, meat..............Maint, and Govmt, »
‘ P.andP....... . 243 00
Labagh, W. O,, salt......... Ceierenan Maint. and Govmt,

)
P apd P....... 13 09



_Manhqttnnr Gas Light Co., gas meter,
August.....oosies seenoesnos s Maint and Govm't

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas meter,
veveeseess Maint. and Govm't

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., gas
July and August Maint, and Govm’t

Norris & Williams, plumbing and ma- .
terials .covceeeerrinans Maint, and Govm't
P.and P.......
City Parks Impt.
Fund... .....

Reeves,rRobt. C., canary seed.......... Maint, and Govm’t

Reilly, Patrick, bread, August......... Maint, and Govm’t
" P.endP......

Scott, D., fish and vegetables, August. . .Maint. and Govm’t
P.andP..... o

Thomas, Jas., rent office, 46th st...... .Surveying, laying
out, ete., 23d and

. 24th Wards, ...
Wheatly R. R,, hay, oats, bran, &c.. .. .Maint, 23d & 24th

Valentine & Briggs, rent. .. ......n. . .Maint. 28d & 24th
* Wards..oeoens

' RECAPITULATION.
Maintenance and Government Parks and Places $534 61 °
City Parks Improvement Fund..oeeoeeecnorcccssnaneons 187 86
Music Central Park....ccevecnes R 850 00
_ Burveying, Laying Out, etc., 28d and 24th Wards. ..... s 60 00

Maintenance, etc., 28d and 24th Wards. coeeveosinsnsecns 5 93
- $1,358 40

. Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirteen hundred and fifty-eight

- dollars and forty cents. : b : s
(Signed) H. G. STEBRINS, }Audiaing

. Josxrr J. O’'Doxonvus, Commities

"Neow York, September 20, 1876.

o
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report, that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same
to the Board for approval : :

v Everard, James, paving. .............. Paving 8d Avenue
from Westchester
Ave. to Northern
bound’y 28d Ward, $9,723 97

$9,723 07

Amounting to ninety-seven hundred and twenty-three dollars and ninety-seven
cents,

(Signed) H. G. Sreseins, Auditing
Joserr J. O’'DoNonvuE, Committee,

New York, September 20th, 1876.

; TrHE PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed
N to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay-
» ment.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor

thereof, as follows:
Ayes—Commissioners Marlin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-

more.—4..

- Estimates for 1877,

! TaE PRESIDENT reported verbally upon the subject of the
N Departmental estimates for 1877, and recommended that the
following be adopted, viz.

Proposed departmental Estimate of Expenditures by the Department of Pubhc
Parks for the year 1877,

For the maintenance of the Central Park and other Parks and

PlaCES. v eevevvecereeneeoneeeeneosieesasasonsassoncssases $250,000 00
For special improvement of Walks, Central Palk ................. 10,000 00
For Pdrk Keepers, d&e.. R, cencessesamnnans 95,000 00

For lighting Parks and Places. . ... .uvecnvesnrennersniseasesas 25000 00
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For Music, Central Park.... ... 288 B g o ove o WG I 6 g @ 8 i e B geRe $6,000 00
For Music, other Parks and Places........co ceveeveirenereonnens 7,000 00
For completion of Pavement of City Hall Park..... ............. 20,000 00 -
For Sea Wall at Battery. .. ....ovviniiiiner coniurnerenennn. 7,600 00
For the maintenance of the Collectlons of the American Museum of

Natural History and of the Metropolitan Museum of Art...... 30,000 00

(8ec. 7, Chap., 756, Laws of 1873.)
‘For Bridges over Harlem River, maintenance, repairs and rebuilding 56,300 00

For care and repair of Roads in 23d and 24th Wards.. 79,000 00
For Surveying, laying out and monumenting 23d and 24th W ards '
including the north end of this island (Ch. 604, of 1874)...... 39,000 00
For making Tax maps for Commissioners of Taxes and Assesments. 6,600 00
(Ch. 411, of 1876.)
For repair and rebuilding Bridges over the Bronx River... ...... 29,000 00
Por Salaries: ; « by« o smwemem 56 ¢ o v aume 5 055 6 93 5 550 S% GBS ¥ 5o 8 5 60,000 00
For Contingencies......c....... S AR T 8§ 8% B SRR T e T e 10,000 00
$730,400 00
For celebration of Independence Day....... «..cvevntr vevnvnnnn
Fotals ;o miors v e 5 8 8 PUBEMEE S 506§ ©F SV R ¥ 36 1 BN

(Minutes, August 4, 1876, p. 221.)

Commissioner O'DoNoBUE moved that the Estimates, as pre-
sented by the President, be approved, and that he be aathor-
ized and requested to transmit same to the Board of Estimate
and Apportionment and the Board of Aldermen, as required by,
Sect. 112, Chap. 335, Laws of 1873.

The PresipENT puf the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-

more.—4.

Sale of Sheep and Lambs,

The Treasurer presenting the anctioneers’ return of the sale
of sheep, showing the total amount received ‘$661 50
Advertising; auctioneerg’fees, &c

’ Net proceeds........
And he moved that it be accepted and approved.

(Minutes, July 19, 1876, P 168.)
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Engineering Corps.

Commlqsmner STEBBING, from the Auditing Committee, pre-
sented a report with reference to the work done by the follow-
ing late members of the Engineering Corps, between February

1st, and June 28th, 1876, viz.: Charles M. Harris, Daniel

Campbell and Edward Kennedy, and recommended that they
be paid as follows:

C. M. Harris, 13 days,at.............. $5 per day.
D. Campbell, 13 days,at................ 3 “
E. Kennedy, 10 days,at----........... 3 “

And that such pay be charged to the Construction fund.
(Minutes, July 19, 1876, p. 179.)
Received and laid over until next meeting.

Transfer of Appropriations of 1876.
The PresiDENT presented a statement showing that there are

. deficiencies in certain appropriations for the current year, but
. that certain other appropriations were more than sufficient

to meet all the requirements during the year, and he moved
that it be referred to the President with power to make appli-
cation to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment for the
transfer of such surplus funds to the appropriations on which
there are deficiencies.

. The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Boald would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, a
majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there-
of, as follows :

Ayes—~00mmlssmners Martin, Stebbms, 0} Donohue Wet-
more—4.

Buildings on line of Brook Avenue.

The PRESIDENT stated that it would be necessary to have

‘the houses on the line of Brook Avenue, south of 165th Street,

removed, and he moved that it be referred to the President
with power to have them sold by public auction.
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-

more—4,
<

Joseph Mazzini, .

The Landscape Architect reported verbally upon the appli-
cation to place a bust of Joseph Mazzini on the Central Park,
and stated that only a drawing of the proposed bust had been
submitted to the Department, and that the established custom
and rules required that before definitely designating a location
on the Central Park for a work of art, the work itself, or a full-
sized model of it, should be referred o the Committee ap-
pointed to judge of its merits.

(Minutes, September 13, 1876, p. 287.)

The PrESIDENT moved that said report be accepted, and that
‘the Committee, requesting permission to place said bust on
the Central Park, be informed that no action can be taken in
" the matter until the rules are complied with,

Adopted.

Acting Sergeants‘ Flock and Liebenau.

The PRESIDENT stated that on the 21st June last, patrolmen
Flock and Liebenau, were detailed to act as sergeants, but that
by an oversight their pay was not fixed at the rate given to Ser-
geants, and he moved that they be paid from June 21st, 1876,
and so long as they continue to act as sergeants, at the rate of

pay allowed to sergeants, viz., $3.25 per day.
(Minutes, June 21st, 1876, p. 143.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,

PR
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :*

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.
No—Commissioners Stebbins—1.

Bridges over Harlem River

Commissioner WETMORE moved that a Superintendent be ap-

pointed who shall have the general oversight of the care and

management of the bridges over Harlem river and Spuyten

Duyvil Creek ; that he be designated “ Superintendent of Bridges

over Harlem River;” and that Mr. Henry Bertholf be ap-
pointed such superintendent.

The PrESIDENT moved that said motion be laid over until the
next meeting of the Board.
Adopted.

. Banner Poles.

Commissioner O’'DoNoHUE moved that it be referred to the

President, with power, to issue permits for the erection of ban-

ner poles on the streets adjacent to the public parks and places
until the date of the next election.

Adopted.

Maps of the 23d and 24th Wards, and North end of Isiand.
The PRESIDENT moved that the Treasurer be authorized, in
accordance with the recomendations of the Civil and Topo-
graphical Engineer, to issue orders for photo-lithograpic eopies
of the maps of the North end of the Island and the 23d and
24th Wards, on a scale of 300 feet to one inch, for the use of
the Civil and Topographical force, and that Timothy J. O’Sul-
livan be, and hereby is, appointed a draughtsman for the pur-
pose of preparing the copy for the lithographing of said maps,
and that his pay be fixed at $90 per month.
(Minutes, Sept. 18, 1876, p. 285.)
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~ The PrestoENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Wm. Van Valkenburgh.

Commissioner O’DoNOBUE presented certain charges prefer-
red by Mr. Michael Quinn against Mr. Wm. Van Valkenburgh,
Disbursing Clerk, and which had been sent to him. '

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said charges be received.
and referred to Commissioner Stebbins to investigate and re-
port upon.

Adopted.

Laborers, &e., Employed.

The PresipEnT stated that Commissioner Stebbins had re-
quested him to report whether more laborers, &c., had been
employed since May 1st, 1876, than the Board had authorized,
and in compliance with the request he presented the following
statement, which was ordered to be printed in the minutes, viz.:

STATEMENT.
Force employed on Parks and Places on 1st May, 1876 (see return of
Disbursing Clerk on file in the Department). ..........cooveviiiinn.. 486
Force employed on 12th September, 1876 (see return of Disbursing Clerk
on file in the Department)... ... ... ... .o i, 666
Increase. .. ... oo iiiiiiii i e e 180

Number of appointments authorlzed by the Board since 1st May, 1876. 248
Number of discharges directed by Board since 1st May, 1876......... 47

Difference,  vve et et cetn i e 21

Annual Reports for 1872-3.
The PresiDENT stated that the Annual Reports for 1872-3

IS
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had been delivered, and he presented a list of Libraries, Insti-

tutions, and individuals entitled to receive copies, numbering

in all about 200, and he moved that copies be sent to the Li-

braries, &c., named in said list; that 50 copies be given to

each Commissioner, and that 250 copies be kept in reserve.
“Adopted.

On motion of the PrESIDENT the Board adjourned at 11:30
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 27th inst, at 9
o’clock A. M.

Wu. Irwiy,
Secretary D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27th, 1876,

ADJOURNED MEETING, 9 O0'CLOCK A. M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President, -

“ STEBBINS,
“ O’DoNOHUE,
“ . ‘WETMORE.

*

On motion of the President, the reading of the Minutes
of the previous meeting of the 20th inst., was dispensed with.
The following communications were presented and read :

] » Tompkins Square.
From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy
of the following resolutions, viz:

Whereas, The Board of Aldermen did, on the 22d of July last, adopt a resolu-
tion for completing the work necessary, for the improvement of Tompkins Square,
in the words following, viz.: :

“ Resolved, That it be, and is hereby, ordered and directed that the Department
of Public Parks forthwith proceed to have all the work necessary to complete
Tompkins Square, aceording to the plans on file in said Department, not embraced
in the contract for grading and regulating said square, made with Stephen
Roberts, to be completed as speedily as possible; and for that purpose; authority
is hereby given to said Department to prosecute said work by day’s labor, and
they are hereby directed to so prosecute the same. The authority hereby given
shall continue only until the first day of September next;”

And whereas, For divers reasons, the work as authorized herein, was not com-
menced until on-or about the 15th day of August, so that sufficient time does not
remain to complete the said work on the 1st day of September, 1876 ; therefore

Resolved, That the date for the completion of the work authorized in said resolu-
tion, and specified in the last clause thereof, be extended from the first day of
September until the 1st of October, 18476, inclusive.

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, September 15th, 1876.
Approved by the Mayor, September 20th, 187¢.

. (Minutes, August 4, 1876, p. 215.)

Filed.
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John Bogart, Superintending Engineer.
From Mr. John Bogart, Superintending Engineer, in relation
to his position and pay.
: (Minutes, August 4th, 1876, p. 223.)
The PresirxT offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the name of John Bogart, Superintending
Engineer, be placed upon the pay-rolls, at the rate of sixteen
dollars per day, for construction work, from August 81st, 1876,
and until the contract for the improvement and construction of
the Riverside Avenue is awarded.

The PrespENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as followys :

Ayes—Cormmissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donchue, Wet-
more.—4,

Michael Cummings—Timothy O'Brien.

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, in
which he states that Michael Cummings, who was employed as
a teamster in the 23d and 24th Wards, had employed another
man to drive his team for the greater part of the month of
August, as he was in ill-health himself, and that as he had not
worked himself, the Disbursing Clerk had withheld his pay.

That Timothy O’Brien, also a teamster in said Wards, had
worked for five deys, for eight hours each day, and for seventeen
days, for ten hours each da~y ; that he had, therefore, returned
his time as twenty-six days for the month of August, but that
the Disbursing Clerk had withheld his pay for that month.

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the claim of said
Michael Cummings be approved, aud that the Disbursing
Clerk be directed to pay him for the time for which he was re-
turned on the August pay-roll; that the claim of the said
Timothy O’Brien be allowed only for twenty-two days, and
that the/Disbursing Clerk be directed to pay him only for that
number of days on the August pay-roll,

.

o i
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The PresIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the aﬂﬁrmati.ve,‘
a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor -
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohus, Wet-
more.—4.

John F. Carroll. »

From Mr. John' F. Carroll, clerk, asking to be allowed pay
for three days during which he was unavoidably absent dunng
the month of August. k

The PreSIDENT moved that Mr. John F. Carroll be allowed
full pay for the said three days he was so absent, as leave
would have been given if he had made application for it.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : , ,

Ayes—Commissioners Maitin, O'Donohue, Wetmore—3.

- No—Commissioner Stebbins—I.

Brook Avenue Sewer.

From Messis. Jones & McQuade, contractors for the build- -
ing of the Brook Avenue sewer, stating that they understand
some objection exists to the acceptance of Mr. M. K. Burke as
one of thé sureties offered by them, and requesting that this
Department consent to the substitution of Mr. Lawrence R.
Kerr as a surety in his place. '

(Minutes, August 30, 1876, p. 267.) -

The PreSIDENT then offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of
 Public Parks of the city of New York hereby consent to the
“ substitution of Mr. Lawrence R. Kerr, of the Putnam Housse,
“ Fourth avenue and Twenty-sixth street, New York city, in
“ place of Mr. M. K. Burke, as a surety: for the faithful per-
« formance of the contract for building a sewer, Wlth the neces-
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“ sary receiving basins, culverts and appurtenances, in Brook
“ avenue, from a point in tide-water to a point in 165th street,
“in the Twenty-third ward of the city of New York, heretofore
“ awarded to Messrs. Charles Jones and Thomas P. McQuade.”

The PrusiDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows: ,

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

The Tow-boat “ Trojan.”

From Mr. Eli B. Conine, Captain of the tow-boat Trojan,
claiming damages for injuries sustained by said tow-boat while
passing through the draw of the Third Avenue bridge over Har-
lem river, on the 20th July, 1876.

Also from the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the
accident which caused the injuries complained of, and stating
that from the evidence he had been able to obtain, the draw-
tender performed his duties in an entirely satisfactory man-
ner, and that he cannot be held accountable for the accident.

Filed.

George Robinson.

From Mr. W. E. Worthen and others, recommending Mr.
George Robinson for the position of engineer of the new
steam engine to be placed on the draw of the Third Avenue
bridge.

Filed.

Museum of Natural History.,

From the Superintending Architect, stating that the follow-
ing work, not included in the contracts, is necessary to be done
in connection with the Museum of Natural History building,
viz.:
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Six extra speaking tubes at an estimated cost of $78.
To reduce all ventilating shafts from 2 ft.x20 in. to 2 ft.x12

" in.,at an expense of $440, and as per estimate of Messrs. Weeks

& Son.
- The PrESIDENT moved that the work mentioned in said com-
munication be approved, and that same be executed as recom-
mended by the Superintending Architect.

(Minutes, August 9, 1876, p. 238.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Carpenters.
From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that he had
suspended five carpenters. on account of want of work for
them.
Approved.

: Mrs. E. Martin,
From Messrs. Thos. Coltman, Thurlow Weed, John A. Dix
and others, recommending Mrs. Eva Martin for the position of
ladies’ maid in one of the cottages on the parks.
Filed.

Wm, Van Valkenburgh.
Commissioner STEBBINS, to whom was referred certain charges

- preferred against Mr. Wm. Van Valkenburgh, Disbursing Clerk,

by Mr. Michael Quinn, reported verbally, recommending that
the same be dismissed, as it appears from the affidavit of Mr,
Van Valkenburgh that said charges are without any founda-

tion. He then handed in Mr. Van Valkenburgh's affidavit.
(Minutes, Sept. 20, 1876, p. 301.)
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Commissioner O’DoNoHUE moved that the repart be accepted,
the affidavit of Mr. Van Valkenburgh filed, and the charges
* dismissed as recommended.

Adopted.

Toxﬁpkins Square.
The Landscape ‘Architect presented a report upon the im-

provements on Tompkins Square.
(Minutes, August 16, 1876, p. 248.)

Filed.

The Spa or Springs, Central Park.
The PRESIDEST stated that he had requested the Counsel to

the Corporation for his opinion as to the right of this Depart- .

* ment to reduce the rent reserved under Mr. Carl Schultz's lease
of the Spa or Springs in Central Park, but that he had not as
yet received said opinion. That said lease contained a clause

- giving the Department the right of forfeiture in case the rent
is not paid within sixty days after same becomes due. He
therefore offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That pending the decision of the Counsel to the
Corporation, upon the question submitted to him of the right
of this Department to reduce the rent reserved in the lease

made with Mr. Carl Schultz, of the Spa or Springs in Central #

Park, dated February 21, 1573, the time of said Schultz to pay
the rent reserved therein is hereby extended, and the clause
providing for forfeiture of said lease for non-payment of said
rent within sixty days after the same shall become due, is
hereby waived until said Schultz shall have had, after said
decision, reasonable notice to pay such rent.

The PresipENT put the question whether the Board would.

agree to said resolution;and it was determined in the affirma-

tive, & majority. of all the members of the Board voting

- in favor thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wets

more—4,
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Statue of the late William H. Seward.

(Jommlssmner STEBBINS moved that it be referred to the
President with power to make all necessary arrangements for
the inauguration and unveiling of the statue of the late Wil-
liam H. Seward, placed on Madison Square

(Minutes, July 26, 1876, p. 184.)

The PresIDENT put the question whether the Board Would

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the aﬂﬁlmatlve,

" a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor

thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4,

Tompkins Square.

The PrESIDENT moved that application be made to the
Board of Aldéermen for an additional extension of time, in
which to complete the improvements in Tompkins Square

by day’s work.
(Minutes, Sept. 27, 1876, p. 304.)

Adopted.

Cottages on the Parks,

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the Superintendent of
Parks be directed to report upon the condition of all cottages ;
the manner in which the ladies’ maids in charge perform their
duties ; whether any changes in the cottages are required, or
new cottages should be erected.

Adopted.

Plants, &c, belonging to P. L. Gilmore.
Commissioner O'DoNORUE moved that permission be given
to Mr. P. L. Gilmore, to leave certain plants, &c., at Mount St.
Vincent during the winter, at his own risk and without expense
to the Department.
Adopted.
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Drinking Fountains at' Madison Square,

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that it be referred to the
President with power to permit the Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals to erect, without expense to the De-
partment, drinking fountaius at such locations around Madison
Square, as the President shall designate.

Adopted.

Third Avenue Pavement,

The PreSIDENT, presented the assessment list for the paving
of Third Avenue from Westchester Avenue to the northerly
side of 163d Street, and also the statement of the amount to be
assessed duly certified, and moved that the same be approved,
signed by the Commissioners and trausmitted to the Board of

Assessors.
(Minutes, Sept. 6, 1875, p. 259.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes.—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

Bpecial Police.

Commissioner O’DoNxoHUE moved that Special Policemen,
George Macomb and Edward G. Tully, be continued in the
employment of the Department, from the 1st inst. until the 1st
November, 1876, at the same rate of pay which they have

heretofore received.
(Minutes, July 26, 1876, p. 210.)

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes.—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet-
more—.

el PSS enlh,
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L. A. Risse, Dranghtsman.

The PrESIDENT moved that Mr. L. A. Risse, draughtsman
in the office of the Engineer and Surveyor of Street Openings
and Improvements, be temporarily transferred to the office of
the €ivil and Topographical Engineer, and that his salary be
charged to the appropriation for surveying and laying out the
north end of the island and the Twenty-third and Twenty-
fourth Wards while so transferred.

(Minutes, Aug. 4, 1876, p. 227.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majo’rity of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes~—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—d4.

Laborers for Monumenting.

The PrESIDENT moved that the Civil and Topographical
Engineer be authorized to employ two laborers whenever he
requires their services, for the purpose of monumenting the
streets and avenues, and that their pay be fixed at $1.75 pef
day. ) _

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4.

A. K. Merrill, Messenger.

Commissioner O’DoxorUE moved that A. K. Merrill, mes-
senger, be removed from the employment of the Depa.rtment
from and after October 1st, 1876, and that Michael Hogan be
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appointed messenger from that date, in his place, at the same
rate of pay—namely, $2.50 per day.
(Minutes, Aug. 16, 1876, p. 252.)

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes.—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No.—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Frank Schell, Laborer.
David O’Keef, Laborer. .

Commissioner O’DoNonve mioved that Frank Schell and
David O’Keef, laborers, the first of whom has been suspended,
and the second absent from work, be restored. -

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes.—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—d4.

Bridges over Harlem River.

* Commissioner WETMORE called up the ‘subject of the ap-
pointment of a Superintendent of Bridges over Harlem river,
laid over from the last meetinrg, and offered the following
resolution :

Resolved, That a Superintendent be appointed who shall
have the general oversight of the care and management of the
bridges over Harlem river and Spuyten Duyvil creek ; that he be
designated “ Superintendent of Bridges over Harlem River ;”

that his salary be fixed at $2,500 per annum, and that Mr.
Henry Bertholf be appointed such Superintendent.

(Minutes, September 20, 1876. p. 300.)
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the negative,

st g ol e
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a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Aye—Commissioner Wetmore—1.

Noes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue—3.

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that it be referred to
the President to report whether it is advisable to appoint a

care-taker of any or all the bridges over the Harlem river.
Adopted.

The PRESIDENT moved that the next regular meeting be held
at 9 o’clock A. a.
Adopted.

Commissioner Stebbins left the meeﬁng at this point.

Wm. Leslie.

Commissioner O’DoNoHUE moved that Wm. Leslie be
appointed a skilled laborer, and his pay fixed at $2.25 per
day. : :

The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm-
ative, a majority of the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

On motion of the President the Board adjourned at 11
o’clock a. m.
‘WM. IRWIN,
Secretary D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4th, 1876,

Recurar MEETING—9 0’CLOCE A. M.

Present—Commissioner MarTIN, President.

“ STEBBINS.
“ * O’DONOHUE.
“« ‘WETMORE.

‘ Bridge over Harlem River.

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the order of business was sus-
pended, and Mr. J. L. Mott and Mr. B. G. Arnold were re-
ceived and heard on the subject of the consiruction of the

bridge over Harlem River at 139th Street.
(Minutes. September 20, 1876, p. 292.)

Before reading the minutes, and at the hour of half-past
nine o’clock A. M., the Comptroller of the city entered, and the
meeting being opened to the public, the President of the De-
partment, in the presence of the Comptroller and of such of
the parties making proposals as desired to be present, opened
the estimate box, and then and there publicly opened and read
all estimates which had been received for the following con-
tracts, in pursuance of advertisements duly published in the
Crry Recorp and corporation newspapers, viz. :

L—The improvemeht and construction of Riverside Avenue,
between T2nd Street and 130th Street, in_the city of New
York. -
: (Minutes, August 4th, 1876, p. 223.)
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I1.—Carpenters’ work of the Museum of Art.

TI1.—Plasterers’ work of the Museum of Art.
IV.—Plumbers and Gas Fitters' work Qf the Museum of Art.

’

V.———Hea.ting and ventilating work of the Museum of Art.

. V1.—Elevator work of the Museum of Art.
(Minutes, August 4th, 1876, p. 218.)
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1 | L. W. Johnson and John G. Smith......... $ 33 $1253 $ 01
2 | Wm. Harrisonand Son...........co.. ... 16 1 00 27
8 | Michael Noonan............coevueenn.e 50 5 01
4 | Nicholas H, Decker and Geo. W. Quintard. . 80 128 0b,
5 | Richard A. Cunningham. ................. 39 2 05 01
6 | John D. Crimmins and Abraham Dowdney .| 40| 1 00 01
7 | Matthew Baird. .. ........cocviienniannn. 50 1 50 40
8 | John Mulling, ......cvvuverrunnenneennnns 23 1 50 35
9 { Jas. Everard and J. H, Sullivan... ...... 373 99 001
10 | W.E.Warren, C. J. Ryan, and J. B. McDonald 25 135 05
11 { Wm. C. Hunt and Thomas F. Couklin, .. ... 24 90 01
12 | Mills and Ambrose..............cuen., 65 1 30 4 00

L]

13 | C. P. Dixon and D. N, Stanfon............ 30 1 00 28
14 | Jas. N, Smith and J. D. Ripley............ 27 185 25
15 | Jas. SIAHELY. .. vrverrerenrneineonaenns 68| 181 01
16 | Francis McCabe. .....veeeurenracnnronans 38| 115 02
17 | John E, Gowen and Thos. P. Simpson...... 22 110 40
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The jfollowing proposals were received for the carpenters’ work
of the Museum of Art:

1. Johm Kerby........... e e veveerees $31,860 00
2. Edward Gridley...........ccciiiivunnn Cerereas e P 32,900 00
8. PatrickE. Reed.......c.ceivvevnens et er et ereeria e 32,5749 00
4, J.V.Donvan.... ......cu0u.n. Certenseeeaan e, e s 85,703 00
5. Holmes Brothers. .......ccooiiiniiiinnnnennsnnienrinnnanes 80,200 00
8. Gibb & OReilly....oouiiriinireiieerierremmeracenns 34,000 00
7. J08ePh C. BradY....evvinreirearrinneascrnnmmnee sovenens 28,800 00
8. Steel & Costigan............co.eeeuriren. TR . 42,800 00
L’

The following proposals were received for the plasterers’ work
of the Museum of Art : '

William Brennan, ........oiuiie coieiineinisnieiinenieen. $15,180 00
John Mahoney. .. .. et et re i 21,300 00
Thomas Bennett................ e e re it e s 16,260 00
Thomas Lennon. .. ..c.cuvuveeererrenne vun cocniannansacs 14,248 00 -

Lol i ol o

‘John McChristie and William J. Mollan. .. ..eue sevvvnn.... 22,449 00

Iv.

The following proposals were recived for the plumbers and gas
Jitters' work of the Museum of Art':

1. Patrick H. Lydon..........ccc.n....s e e $4,495 00
2. Halpin & Brother............0cccviiiiiniinnnnn 2,875 00
8. P. McDermott............... sesaraseans 3,800 00

4. Robert Ennever & Son,...vevverrccenensens e «e. 8,377 00
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- The following proposals were received for the heattng and ventil-
ating work of the Museum of Art:

1. Baker, Smith 2 T N $11,822 00

2. Gillis& Geoghegan...........ciiiiiiiiieiiiiiniiieinnns 14,492 00

8. ‘Bartlett, Robbins & Co. ..vvvenivntiiiines ceerrrinennnns 18,600 00

4. The Angell & Blake Manufacturing Co.vevevnvvreennnvannens 11,859 00
YL

+The following proposals were received for the elevator work of
the Museum of Art :
1. C. E. Copeland & Earl C. Bacon............ e, $4,470 00
2, Otis Brothers & Co..ovivniiiniiireneneeneinnueeeeeanaenns 5,600 00
The Comptroller of the city then retired, and the order of
business was resumed.

niﬁdtes. "

The minutes of the previous meeting of September 20th, 1876,

were then read, when

Commissioner STEBBINS moved to strike out the following
words on the first page of said minutes, viz., “on the ground
“ that the amendment proposed does not correctly state the
“facts,” for the reason that said proposed amendment does state
the facts as they took place. ‘

The PresipeNT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, a
majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor
thereof, .as follows :

Aye—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Noes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

The minutes of the 20th inst., were then approved as read.

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 27th September,
1876, were read and approved.
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The following communieations wers then presemtsd mid
resd: ‘

City Parks..

From the Landscape Architect upon the condition of the
trees on the city parks, and recommending that a number bi
new trees be planted on the said parks. |

Referred to the PRESIDENT to report as to what fund the cost-
 of planting said new trees should be eharged.

Cottages on the Parks
From the Superintendent of parks, reporting wpon: the cou-
dition of the cottages on the parks.
(Minutes, September 27, 1876, p. 310.)
Filed. *

Jacob Weinnig, Park Keeper.

From the Police Surgeon, reporting upon' the physical con-
dition of Park Keeper Jacob Weinnig, and stating that it is
extremely doubtful whether he will again be able for active

- duty.

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said sommunication be -
referred to Commissioner STEBBINS to report upon. ‘

Adopted.

Abbey Noonan, Ladies’ Maid.

"From Mrs. Abbey Noonan, Ladies’ Maid in charge of the
cottage on the Battery Park, asking to be allowed pay from
Apr# 20th to May 27th, 1876, during which time she was given
- avacation and received no pay, on account of the removal of
. the cottage. ’
Commissioner O’DoxoRUE moved that Mrs. Abbey Noonan, -
Ladies’ Maid, be allowed. full pay from April 20th to May 27th,

1876, as requested in said communication. '
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The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, ag follows :

Ayes — Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue,
Wetmore—4.

Audit.

Commissioner O’DoxoBUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com-
mittee, presented the following two reports :

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same
to the Board for approval;

Anderson, Pierce & Co., paints and

acid............ R, City Parks Impt.
Fund.......... $ 47
Maint, and Govmt.
P.andP....... 125
——— 8 172
Ackerman, Wm. G, & Co., timber...... Maint,, etc., 23d &
24th Wards. ... . 9861
Architectural Iron Works, angle iron. . .Mus, Natural, His-
‘ tOry.coern. vns 156 00
Byrne, Jas. E., oats, corn, &e.........Maint. and Govmt,
P.and P....... 187 19
Central Gas Light Co,, gas............HarlemR. B. Reps.
' \ Impt. and M... 60 00
Colwell Lead Co.,solder.ceee.veennen. Maint. and Govmt.
P.andP....... 7 80
Crombie, Thos. J.,lumber.............City Parks Impt. -
Fund.......... 869 90
Curnen, Lawrence,sand. .. oo veeennnes City Parks Impt.
. Fund.......... 82 80
DeGrauw, Aymer & Co., blocks. ...... City Parks Impt.
Fund........... 44 46

Dodworth’s Band, musie. ....... + .+« .. Music Central Park, 2756 00
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Graffulla, C. S., music. . .... . Music Central Park,
Gold and Stock Telegraph Co.,

“rentofline.................... Maint. and Govt.
' -P.andP.......,

+City Parks Imp,

Fund..........

Gunther, Herman A., pavement. ..Pavement City Hall

Harmer Hays & Co., whip and

ticking. ....oviiiiiiniinin.... Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P......

Holbrook, E. F. & Bro, glass. .. .. Maint. and Govmt.
P.andP......

Kreischer, B. & Son., fire brick and
cay..........coiiiiien ... . Maint. and Govmt,
P.andP......,

Keuffel & Esser, drawing mater-
fals. ..o e City Parks Impt.
» Fund..........
Lester Oil Co., lubricating oil.....City Park Impt.

Harlem R. B. Reps.
Impt. and M. .,
Maint. and Govmt-

P.and P......

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas,
Avgust.....voiiiiiiiiinnn.... Maint. and Govmt.
P, andP... ...,
Mahony, John, plastering. ... . + . ».Mus, Natural His-
tory..........

Mahony. Michael, blue stone......City Parks Impt,
Fund, .yene.s .

$15 62

46 88

$60 00

174 00

&1 80

18 00

64 35

$275 00

62 50

6,169 95

284 00

20 00

525

12 25

29 76

84 18

549 00
- 5,000 00

689 72
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Martin, J. M. C. & Sons, feather

dusters....o.covuevnnns P Maint and Govmt.
P.and P.......
Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas,
August.....coovviniiniinann Maint and Govmt,
P.and P,.....
Mott, J. L., Iron Works, frames,
grates, etc’.......... e Maint, and Govut,
. P.and P.......
City Parks Impt.
Fund.........

Murphy, 8. O. A. & Co., chamois. . Maint. and Govmt.

P andP. .....
Murphy & Nesbit, brick.......... Museum Natural
’ ' History.......
City Parks Impt.
Fond.........
Muleahy & Hopkins, iron......... City Parks Impt.
N Fund.........
N. Y. Gaslight Co., gas, August. .. Maint. and Govmt.
P and P.......

Peter Cooper’s Glue Factory, bone
dust..eeienniiiiiennan. eeaes City Parks Impt.
Fund.........
Ryder, Jesse, gravel.............. City Parks Impt.
Fund.........
Maint. and Govmt,
P.andP.......

Slattery, James, building stone and
1 1 S A City Parks Impt,
; Fund.........
Watson Mfg. Co., iron and Matls. .Museum Natural
o History...... .
Watrous & Willson, lumber. ...... City Parks Impt.

Fund..........
Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, hard-

ware, etC. .. .. hiei0iniennen., Maint, and Govmt.

[ Wednesday,
$24 93
295 00
87 50
151 84
——— 158 84
3 50
$16 15
111 35
— 127 50
¢
16 38
626 00
82 97
$833 08
856 48
—_ 1,689 54
665 90
4,000 00
38 13
20 08
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Wetmore & Co.,iron............ Maint. and Govmt,
: ‘ P.and P....... - $3 42
Wheatly, R, R., hay, oats, etc., ... Maint. 23d & 24th
Wards......... 87 86
$22,088 84
‘ RECAPITULATION.
Maintenance and Government of Parks a.nd Places....... $2,812 95
City Parks Ixﬁprovement Fund........coooiieis vl 3,i18 92
Maintenance Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. .. .. 131 37°
Museum Natural History...........c00iit. s 9,172 15
Harlem River Bridges, repairs, improvement and main.
tenance....... Neaieeeacererarrat s saesasasesans .. 138 00
Musm—Central Park,.....oooiviiiiniinnnes eeeeereas 550 00
Pavement—City Hall Park...........c.ovves cieeeiatt, 6,159 95
' — $22,083 34

Amounting in the aggregate to-the sum of twenty-two thousand and eighty-
three dollars and thirty-four cents, ’

(Signed) Joseen J. O'Dovonug, ) Auditing
H. G. STEBBINS, Committee,

New York, October 4, 1876.

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bllls, and submit the same
to the Board for approval:

‘W, Irwin, incidental expenses........ City Parks Imp.
Fund........... $52 58
Maint. and Govt.
P.and P...... 30 88
—_— $92 46

92 46
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.RECAPITULATION,
Maintenancd and Government of Parks and Places....... $39 88
City Parks Improvement Fund..............oovvviiiee, 52 58

§92 486

‘Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of ninety-two dellars and forty-six
cents.
(Bigned.) Josepn J. O’DoNoHUE,
H. G. SteBBINS,
Auditing Committee.
NewYork, October 4, 1846.

The PrESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed

~to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay-
ment.

The PRESIDENT put the gnestion whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor .

thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners  Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue,
" Wetmore—4.

Treasurer’s Report.

The TrEASURER presented the following report, which was
directed to be printed in the minutes :

Department of Public Parks, in account with
Joseph J. O Donohue, Treasurer.

1876, - CR.
August 16. By balance.............ccoieveneniiannn. $2,592 91
Aug. 16 R

to ““ cash received for rents, licenses, permits,
Oct 4. andsheep...........ovvie vl iu . 2,560 52

wmm—— §5,153 43
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18%6. DE.
Ang. 16 ’
to }To cash paid into City Treasury.............. $2,791 17
Oct. 4.
Oct. 4. balance,..........overrnnnerrnnneennnnn. 2,362 26
————— $5,153 43
18%6. ) DR,
Oct. 4. To Cash in Bank of Metropolis. . ....oc.vuuennn $1,709 26
“ Y P20 J OO 663 00

2,362 26

(Signed,) Josern J. Dononvuz,
Treasurer, D. P. P.

Wednesday, Oct. 4, 1876,
9.30 A, M,

Tompkins Square.

The PrESIDENT moved that the report presented at the last
meeting by the Landscape Architect, on the subject of the im-
provements on Tompkins Square, be taken up and con-
sidered.

(Minutes, Sept. 27, 1876, p. 308.)

Adopted.

The Landscape Architect then read said report, and pre-
sented a “ study of plan for improvement of the southwest tri-
angle of Tompkins Square,” together with specifications for the
work, the cost of which he estimated at $6,500.

Commiszioner WETMORE moved that the plan and specifi-
cations for the improvement of the southwest triangle of Tomp-
kins Square, be adopted ; that it be referred to the President
to ascertain whether there is legal authority to execute said
work by days’ work; and that, in the event there is such au-
thority, said work be so executed.
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The PrESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue,
Wetmore—4.

Joseph Bartist, Michael Fagan.

The PreEsmENT moved that Joseph Bartist and Michael
Fagan, laborers, who have been dropped from the pay-roll, be
restored. '

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners  Martin, Stebbins, = O’Donohue,
- Wetmore—4.

A. M. Whittemore,

The PresipENT stated that Mr. A. M. Whittemore, messen-
ger, had resigned on the 30th ult., and he moved that his resig-
nation be accepted.

Adopted.

'

Park-keepers for East River Park,

The PresipeNT stated that the limited number of the police
force of the Department rendered it difficult to assign any
park-keepers to East River Park. That it was necessary
to have at least two park-keepers on duty at said park, and
that the lessee in said park had offered himself and one of the
men in his employment, viz., Frederick Volle, to act as park-
keepers in said park, if they were appointed park-keepers by
this Department.
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Ho then moved that Jacob Seabold, Jr., and Frederick Volle
be appointed special park-keepers on their signing an agree-
ment to serve without pay from, or claim against, the Mayor,
Aldermen and Commonalty of the city, or the Commissioners
of this Department. .

The PreSIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : ‘

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O'Donohus, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Central Bridge.

Commissioner O’DoNoHUE moved that Daniel Daly be ap-
pointed caretaker of Central Bridge over Harlem River, at a
salary of $1,250 per annum. That it shall be his duty to keep
said bridge clean, and to open and close the draw when neces-
sai'y. ' ' :

Commissioner WETMORE moved to amend said motion by
substituting the name of Henry Bertholf for that of Daniel
Daly.

The PrESIDEST put the question, whether the Board would
' agree to said motion to amend, moved by Commissioner Wet-
more, and it was determined in the negative, a majority of all
the members of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as fol-
lows :

Ayes—Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore—2.

Noes— Commissioners Martin, O’'Donohue—2.

The PrESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board
would agree to said original motion, and it was determined
in the negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not
voting in favor thereof, as follows:

. Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue—2.

Noes—Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore—2.
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Samuel E. Warren.

The PresipENT stated that there were no construction maps
of the city parks in the Department, and that on the 21st of
August last he had employed Mr. Samuel E. Warren, draughts-
man, to make a complete set of them. That Mr. Warren has
since been regularly engaged upon them. He then moved
that Mr. Samuel E. Warren be appointed a draughtsman in
the office of the Superintending Engineer, at a salary of $100
per month, which shail be charged to the “ City Parks’ Im-
provement Fund,” and that hia appointment take effect from
August 21st, 1876.

The PrESIDENT put the guestion whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes.—Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No.—Commissioner Stebbins-—1.

Screened Gravel.

The PrESIDENT stated that it was necessary to have proper
and suitable screened gravel and broken stone for the care and
maintenance of the roads and walks of the Parks, and for the
streets, roads and avenues of the Twenty-third and Twenty-
fourth Wards. That, as the Comptroller had not as yet
approved of the sureties of the contractors to whom the De-
partment awarded the contracts for the delivery of gravel, he
had obtained an offer from Messrs. John Slattery, Jesse Ryder
and John A. Bouker, to deliver Road Hook gravel as required
by the Department, and he moved that the Treasurer be
authorized to purchase from Messrs. Slattery, Ryder or Bouker
screened gravel and broken stone, to be delivered as required
on the parks, at a price not exceeding $2 per cubic yard, and

in guantities not exceeding in value $1,000.
(Minutes, June 28 and July 19, 18476, p. 155 and 180.)
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : :

Ayes—Commissioners  Martin, Stebbins, ’Donohue,
Wetmore—4. :

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at eleven
o’clock A.M., to meet on Saturday, the Tth inst., at nine o’clock
AM. :
‘Wu. Irwin,

Secretary D. P. P,
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7th, 1876,

————

ADJOURNED MEETING—9 O’CLOCK A. M.

L3

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.
“ STEBBINS,
“ ‘WETMORE.

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of
the previous meeting of the 4th inst. was dispensed with.

The following communications were presented and read :

L. D. V. Mason, Supt. 23d and 24th Wards.

From Mr. L. D. V. Mason, Superintendent of the 23d and
24th Wards, tendering the resignation of hls pos1t10n, to take
effect on the 10th inst.

The PrESIDENT moved that Mr. Mason’s resignation be ac- .
cepted, to take effect on the 10th October, 1876.

(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 142.)

The PRESIDENT put the question, wheiher the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

Museum of Art

From Messrs Vanx and Radford, architects, stating that
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they had examined the specification attached to the bid of
Messrs. Copeland & Bacon, for the elevator work of the
Museum of Art, and that they cannot find any pi'actical differ-
ence between it and the specifications drawn by them, which

are the specifications contained in the contract for-the work.
(Minutes, October 4, 1876, p. 318,)
Filed.

Riverside Avenue.

The PRrESIDENT reported that the two lowest bids for the im-
provement and construction of Riverside Avenue were those of
Messrs. Harrison & Son (No. 2), and Messrs. Hunt & Conklin
(No. 11), but that the proposals of both were irregular and in-
formal, and he recommended tha{ the contract be awarded to

Messrs. Decker & Quintard, the third lowest bid.
(Minutes, October 4, 1876, p. 316.)

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the question of the right
of the Department to reject the bids of Messrs. Harrison & Son
and Messrs Hunt & Conklin, on account of the irregularities
and informalities in their proposals, be referred to the Counsel
to the Corporation, for his opinion.

Adopted. '

Museum of Art.
The PrESIDENT offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the proposal (No. 7) of Mr. Joseph C. Brady,
for the carpenter work of the Museum of Art, be accepted as
the lowest bid ; that the contract be awarded to said Joseph C.
Brady, and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to
execute same for and on behalf of this Department.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows: ’

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.
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The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the proposal (No. 1) of Mr. William Brennan,
for the plastering work on the Museum of Art, be accepted as
the lowest bid ; that the contract be awarded to said William
Brennan, and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized
to execute same for and on behalf of this Department.

The PresIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was ‘determined in the af-
firmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in ’
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

The PresiveNT offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the proposal (No. 2) of Messrs. Halpin &
Brother for the plumbing and gas-fitting work of the Museum
_of Art, be accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract be
awarded to said Halpin and Brother, and that the President
be, and hereby is, authorized to execute same for and on behalf
of this Department.

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes.—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

The PresIpENT offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the proposal (No. 4) of The Angell and Blake
Manufacturing Co., for the heating and ventilating woik of
Museum of Art be accepted as the lowest bid ; that thi
tract be awarded to said Angell and Blake Manufacturing™cH
and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute
same for and on behalf of this Department. ~

The PrRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : ’

Ayes.—~Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

The PrESIDENT offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the proposal (No. 1) of Messrs. Copeland and
Bacon for the elevator work of the Museum of Art be accepted

-
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a8 the lowest bid ; that the contract be awarded to said Cope-
land and Bacon, and that the President be, and hereby is,
-authorized to execute same for and on behalf of this Depart-

ment.

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes.—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.
{Minutes, October 4, 1876, p. 315.)

Museum of Art.

The PrESIDENT stated that the Watson Manufacturing Co.
the confractors for the iron work of the Museum of Art, had
failed to proceed with the work, and that the building would be
damaged by the weather if the work was not completed soon.

Commissioner STEBBINS thereupon offered the following
preamble and resolution :

 Whereas, The Watson Manufacturing Company, contractors
for the iron-work at the Museum of Art, under a contract with
this Department, dated August 11th, 1874, have failed to comply
with the terms of said contract by completing the said work
-as therein specified, and have made default thereon ; and
Whereas, The public interests are suffering by reason of the
delay consequent upon said default:
~ Resolved, That the terms of said contract be rigidly enforced,
that time be made of the essence of the contract, and the
said contract be, and hereby is, declared forfeited ; that the
forfeiture of $100 per day be demanded, and the Superinten-
dent be directed to proceed forthwith and provide the neces-
sary materials and workmen and carry torward said work, and
that the charge thereof be deducted from any money now due,
or that may hereafter become due, under this agreement.

Resolved, That a copy of these preambles and resolutions
be served by mail upon said contractors and their sureties, as
notice of the action of the Department in the premises.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would

agree to said preambles and resolutions, and it was determined
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in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board
voting in favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore—3.

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10
o'clock A. M., to meet on Monday, the 9th inst., at 9 o’clock
A M

‘Wu. IrWIN,
Secretary D. P. P,
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 9th, 1876.

pe——

ADJOURNED MEETING—9 O'CLOCE A. M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.

« ~ STEBBINS,
“ (O’DONOHTUE,
“ ‘WETMORE.

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of
the previous meetings of the 4th and Tth insts. was dispensed
with. :

Audit.
Commissioner O'DONOHUE, chairman of the Auditing Com-
mittee, presented the following report :

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have

examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same
to the Board for approval:

Anderson, Pierce & Co., paint and tur-
pentine. ... oo oiiiiieiiiannes City Parks Imp. F. $69 60
Colwell Lead Co.,lead pipe....c.ccooees City Parks Imp. F. 33 00
Coffin, Paul C. & Co., brooms and rasps..Maint. and Govt.
P.&P........ $31 25
Harlem R. B.
Rep. Imp. and M. 2 50
City Parks Imp.
Fooveervninees 16 20
—_— 49 95
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Cooper, Hewett & Co., wire............City Parks Imp. F.
Croes, J. James R., incidental expenses. .Surveying, Lay-
ing out, ete., 23d
‘and 24th Wards.
Devlin, John B, paving............... Paving 3d avenue
from Westchester
ave. to Northern
boundary, 23d

‘ Ward..........
Dodworth’s Band, music...............Music—Central P,
Dugan, Francis, repaii'st,o cottage...... Maint, & Govt, P.

&Pl

Early & Lane, brooms and mops....... Maint. & Govt. P,
' E0

Falkenaw, Louis, services............. Paving 3d avenue
from Westchester

ave, to Northern
boundary, 23d

Ward..........

Fischer, W. L., car fares, .. ..o..ocu... Maint. and Govm’t
P.andP.......

City Farks Impt.

Foviivnaniinn

Graffulla, C. 8., music, ............... Music Central Park

Gordon, Rbbert, acting treas., expenses ’

Museum of Art........ccovuueen Maint. and Govm't
P.and P.......

Hazard Powder Co., powder.......... City Parks Impt,
‘ Fund..........
Harlem Gaslight Co., meter. gas, Sept.Maint, and Govm't
: P and P.......

Horgan, Cornelius, meat, Sept.........Maint. and Govm't
PoandP.......

Kenffel & Esser, drawing malts.. ., ...Surveying, Laying-
out, &e., 23d and

Wards ....... .

" King, Joseph, keep of horse,........ . .Surveying, Laying-
: out, &e., 23d and

[Monday,

$21 27

40 40

5,684 82
190 00

39 00

27 22

232 50
$4 65
13 96

18 61
260 00

740 80
n8 75
30 52

234 00

87 52

30 00
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Manhattan Gaslight Co,, gas, Sept

N. Y. Mutual Gaslight Co., gas, Sept...

N. Y. Cement Co., cement............ .Museﬁm of Art...
Valentine & Briggs, rent of office... .. . Maint. 23d and

' 24th Wards. ...
Watrous & Willson, timber, &c........City Parks Impt.

‘Ward, John F., services Harlem R. B. Rep.

Impt.and M....
Week, D. C. & Son, services Mus. Nat. History.
Westbrook, D?vid V., horse Maint. and Govm't

RECAPITULATION.

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places

City Parks Improvement Fund

Maintenance, etc., 233 and 24th Wards

Harlem River bridges, repairs, improvement and maint. ..

Music—Central Park

Museum Natural History

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards

Museum of Art

Paving 3d Av. from Westchester Av. to northern boundary
23d Ward

$55 00
54 28

425
93 78

40 00
108 99

90 00
440 00

250 00

$8,898 70

—_———

$1,470 44
336 1M

40 00

22 50
450 00
440 00
157 92

93 78

5,817 82
————— $8,898 70

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eighty eight hundred and ninety‘-

eight dollars and seventy cents.

H. G, STEBBINS,

(Signed)  Joszem J. O'DoNonv, }Auditing\

New York, Qctober 8th, 1876,

Committes,

i
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The PrESIDEST moved that the Board do now approve the .

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay-
ment. _ ’
. The PresIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue and
Wetmore—4. :

Joseph Keller.

The PrESIDENT presented the affidavits of James McCrea,
Cornelius Sanford, Thomas McCann and James McNally,
employés of the Department, to the effect, that Joseph Keller,
a laborer employed on Central Bridge, had stolen a quantity
of lumber purchased by the Department for the repairs of
the bridge, and he reported that hehad discharged said Joseph
Keller.

Commissioner O’DoNoHUE moved that the action of the

President be approved, and that said affidavits be filed.
Adopted.

Edward P. North,

The PrEsmext moved that Mr. Edward P. North be ap-
pointed until December 1st, 1876, Superintendent of the 23d
and 24th ‘Wards ; that his appointment commence on the 10th

inst., and that his compensation be fixed at the rate of $2,500
per annum.
(Minutes, October 7, 1876, p. 331.)

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said motion and the
subject of the appointment of a Superintendent for the 23d
and 24th Wards be laid on the table.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
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agree to said motion, moved by Commissioner Stebbins, and
it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the mem-
bers of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows :
Aye—Commissioner Stebbins—1.
~ Noes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.
The PrESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board
would agree to said motion, moved by the PRESIDENT, and it
was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the mem-
bers voting in favor thereof, as follows:
Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue and
Wetmore—4.

Jerome Avenue, Twenty-fourth Ward.

The PrESIDENT stated that the Superintendent of the Twenty-
third and Twenty-fourth Wards required the immediate use of

four additional teams for the purpose of watering Jerome Av-
enue during the three days of Jerome Park races this week,
and he moved that the Superintendent of the Twenty-third
and Twenty-fourth Wards be authorized to employ four addi-
tional teams during said three days. \
The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : ’ '
Ayes—Commissioners. Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue, Wet-
more—4. ' '

/ Laborers for 23d and 24th Wards.

The PrESIDENT stated that it would be necessary to employ

“for a short period an additional number of laborers in the 23d

and 24th Wards, to place the roads in a better condition before

the winter sets in, and he moved that forty laborers be ap-
pointed.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
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agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor

thereof, as follows: '
Ayes—Commissions Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore—3.
No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Tompkins Square.

The PrESIDENT reported that there islegal authority to enable
the work on the southwest corner of Tompkins Square to be -
executed by day’s work, aud he moved that thirty stone masons
and twenty laborers be appointed for that purpose.

(Minutes, October 4, 1876, p. 325.)

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, O’Donohue, Wetmore—3.

No—Commissioner Stebbins—1.

Riverside Avenue.

The PRESIDENT reported that he had caused search to be
made in the County Clerk’s office for the name of the notary
(John Williams) who purported to have taken the affidavits of
“Harrison & Son,” and their sureties on their proposal for the
improvement and construction of Riverside Avenue, but that
no such notary appears in the records of the County Clerk’s
office. That the notary (Adam Hens) by whom the affidavits
verifying the proposal of “Hunt & Conklin,” arnd the affidavits
of the sureties on said proposal purported to have been taken,
had made an affidavit that his signatures to said affidavits are
forgeries, and that he never saw the persons who purported to
make said affidavits. That the residence given by said “ Hunt
& Conklin” is a Blind Asylum, and that no such persons re-
side there or have an office there. That none of the sureties
on said proposals can be found although diligent search has
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been made for them. That an affidavit of these facts has been
made by the Assistant Secretary. That said affidavits have
been submitted to the Counsel to the Corporation, who has
verbally stated that the said proposals of “Harrison & Son”
and “Hunt & Conklin” should be rejected as nullities and the
contract awarded to the next lowest bidder, but that the Coun-
sel to the Corporation would be unable to send his written
opinion on the subject for a day or two.

He then moved that said proposals (Nos. 2 and 11), purport-
ing to be made by persons named Harrison & Son and Hunt
& Conklin, be rejected.

: _ (Minutes, Oct. 7, 1876, p. 332.)

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
' a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners  Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue,
Wetmore—4.

Commissioner STEBBINS then offered the following resolu-
tion: '

Resolved, That the proposal (No. 4) of Nicholas H. Decker
and QGeorge W. Quintard, for the improvement and con-
struction of Riverside Avenue, between 72d Sfreet and
130th Street, be accepted as the lowest bid; that the con-
tract be awarded to said Nicholas H. Decker and George W.

Quintard, and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized
to execute the same for and on behalf of this Department.

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners  Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue,
Wetmore—4. .,

On motion of the PresIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10.15
o’clock A, M., to meet on Wednesday, the 11th inst.,at9 o'clock

AM,
Wy, IBWIN,

Secretary D. P. P,
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- WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11th, 1876.-

ApJoUurNED MEETING, 9 O’CLOCK A. M.

" Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President. .

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned without
transacting any business, to meet on Wednesday, the 18th inst.,
at 9 o’clock, a. . '

‘Wu. IRwiNy,
Secretary D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1S8th, 1876,

)

REGULAR MEETING, 9 O’CLOCK A. M.

Present—Commissioner MARTIN, President.

« STEBBINS,
« . O’DoNOHUE,
“ ‘WETMORE.

Bridges over Harlem River,
On motion of the PRESIDENT, the order of business was sus-
pended, and Messrs. 8. E. Lyon, J. J. Crane and C. D. Dickey
were received, and heard on the subject of the construction of
the bridge over Harlem River at 139th Street.
(Minutes Oct. 4, 1876, p. 815.)
Messrs. Lyon, Crane and Dickey then retired, and the order
of business was resumed.
Minutes.
The minutes of the previous meetings of the 7th, 9th and
11th instants, were read and approved.

The following communications were then presented and
read :

. _ Tompkins Square.
~ From the clerk of the Common Council forwarding a copy
of the following resolution :

Whereas, The Board of Aldermen did, on the 22d July last, adopt a resolution
for completm the work Decessary for the improvement of Tompkms square, in

the words following, viz.

“ Resolved, That it be, and is hereby, ordered and directed that the Department
of Public Parks forthwith proceed to have all the work necessary to complete
Tompkins square according to the plans on file in said Department, not embraced
in the contract for grading and regulating said square, made with Stephen
Roberts, to be completed as speedily as nossxble, and for that purpose authority
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is hereby given to said Department to prosecute said work by day’s labor, and
they are hereby directed to so prosecute the same, The authority hereby given
shall continue only until the first day of September next.” * .

And Whereas, For diverse reasons the work, as authorized herein was not
commenced until on or about the 15th day of August, so that sufficient time does
not remain to complete the said work on the first day of September, 1876 ; there-
fore, .

Resolved, That the date for the completion of the work authorized in said reso-
lution, and specified in the last clause thereof, be extended until the 20th day of
October, inclusive.

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, October 5, 1876. - -

Approved by the Mayor, October 12, 1876.

Filed.
Statement of Expenditures.

From the Clerk of the Board of Aldermen forwarding a copy
of the following resolution :

Whereas, A resolution passed by this Board July 20, calling upon the Depart-
ment of Public Parks for a detailed statement of the expenditures of that Depart-
ment, the request having as yet not been complied with ; therefore

Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks are hereby again respectfully
requested to furnish the desired information at the next meeting of the Board.

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, October 5th, 1876.

Referred to the President to report.

Riverside Avenue. B
From the Counsel to the Corporation, in which, after review-
ing the facts connected with the proposals of William Harri-
son & Son, and Hunt & Conkling, for the improvement and
construction of Riverside Avenue ; he states as follows :

“The bids in question are, therefore, undoubtedly sham,
“fraudulent and wholly irregular, and it is the right and duty
“ of the Department of Public Parks to treat the same as nul-
‘“lities, and reject them, and award the contract to the next
“ higher bona fide bidder whose proposal is made in due form.”

(Minutes, October 9th, 1876, 342.)

Filed.

Washington Square Roadway.
~ From the Counsel to the Corporation, stating that he is un-
able to suggest any means whereby money applicable to the
work of repairing the roadway through Washington Square,
can be provided. ’

- (Minutes, August 9th, 1876, p. 237.)
Filed. :
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’ City Parks Improvement Fund.
From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor-
tionment notifying this Department that the Comptroller has
been authorized to issue City Parks Improvement Fund Stock

:to the amount of $25,000.
(Minutes, September 20th, 1876, p. 293.)

Filed.

154th Street, Third :Ave.
From the Health' Department, complaining of the condition
of 154th Street, west of Elton Avenue and of Third Avenue,
between 138th Street and Westchester Avenue.
"Referred to the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards
‘for his report.

C. R. Schott, E. B. Van Winkle.
From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting that
Mr. Ce R. Schott, Division Engineer, is ill, and requesting that
Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer and Surveyor of street open-
ings, &c., be temporarily transferred to Wis office to assist him,
when his services are not otherwise needed. ,
The PresipENT stated that he had detailed Mr. Van Winkle
to assist the Civil and Topographical Engineer,-as requested in
. his communication, and moved that his action be approved,
and that Mr. Van Winkle’s salary, for such time as he may be
employed in the office of the Civil and Topographical Engineer,
be charged to the appropriation for ¢ Surveying, Laying-out,
Monumenting, &c., north end of the island and 23d and 24th

* Wards.”

The PrReSIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Qommissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue,
Wetmore—4.
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" Teams for 28d and 24th Wards,

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards stating
that it had been found necessary to employ six extra teams to
water Jerome Avenue during the late Jerome Park races, in
place of four, as had been authorized.

(Minutes, October 9th, 1876, p. 341.)

The PreSIDENT stated that he had instructed the Superintend-
ent of the 23d and 24th Wards to employ the extra two teams
during said race days, and moved that his aetion be approved.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows: A

Ayes—Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O’Donohue,
Wetmore—4. '

Museum of Art. - R .

From Mr. Joseph C. Brady, the contractor for the carpenter’s
work of the Museum & Art, requesting that Mr. Bernard Reilly
and Mr. Charles Welde be substituted in place of Mr. Terrence
McGuire and Mr. Philip Smith, the sureties named in his pro-
posal.

