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WEDNESDAY, MAY 1st, 1878,

Brgurar MEETING—9.15 O’CLOCK. A. M.

Present—Commissioner WENMAN, President.
“ CONOVER.
“ LANE.

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 24th and 26th
days of April, 1878, were read and approved.

The following communications were presented and read :

Riverside Avenue

From the Counsel to the Corporation, as follows :

Law DeprarTMENT,
Orr1cE oF THE CoUNSEL T0 THE CORPORATION,
NeEw Yorg, April 24th, 1878,

Hon. James F. WeNMAN,
President of the Department of Publie Porks:

Sir,—In your letter to me of the seventeenth instant, you acknowledge the
receipt of my communication of the sixteenth, and refer to the statement therein
contained, that if the work on the piers and abutments of the bridge to be erected
on Riverside Avenue is covered by the contract, it should be done in the manner,
and paid for at the prices therein provided, but that if it is not covered by the
contract, as the expenses will exceed one thousand dollars, it should be done uader
a new contract made at public letting. You state that some doubt exists in the
minds of the Commissioners whether the work on the piers and abutments is or is
not covered by the contract, and in consequence the following resolution was
adopted on the seventeenth instant:

HResolved, ** That the Counsel to the Corporation be, and hereby is, requested for
“ his opinion whether the contractors for the improvement and construction of
“ Riverside Avenue are required, under the terms of their contract for said work,
“ to build the piers and abutments for the trestle work or bridge ; and, if so, what
“ class of masonry work is required to be used in the construction of said piers
“ and abutments.”

So far as I have been able to discover, there is no express mention, in the con-
tract for the improvement of Riverside Avenue, of any bridge, Subdivision 65, of
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the contract, however, contains provisions in reference to trestle work; and there
appears to be no question that these provisions were intended by the Department,
and understood by the contractors, to have reference to a bridge, to be erected
across a ravine lyiog between Eighty-sixth and Eighty-fourth Streets, of about
six hundred feet in width. I am informed, moreover, that the present contractors,
as well as other persons proposing to bid for the whole work, went over the
ground with the then Engineer of the Department of Public Parks, and it was
fully understood thata portion of the work to be covered by the contract was a
bridge over this ravine. The first paragraph of said subdivision 65, of the contract,
is as follows: “ The different trestle works to be put up wherever required, as will
*“ be shown on plans, and as will be directed.” As I am informed, the plans for
the bridge in question were not prepared when the bids were put in nor when the
present contract was signed. This fact of course made the contractors liable to be
called on to erect a bridge according to plans to be subsequently prepared and
adopted by the Park Department. It does not follow, however, that the Depart-
ment was at enfire liberty to adopt such plans for the bridge in question as it
might see fit, because the character of those plans, and the material to be used in
the erection of the bridge, depend, to a certain extent, upon other provisions of
the contract. It was undoubtedly competent for the Department to prepare plans:
for the bridge with abutments, and with the trestle work resting on piers, and to
require the contractor to construct the same. Piers and abutments are usual, if’
not indispensable parts of a bridge, and under the contract it is the duty of the:
contractors to construct the piers and abutments, as well as the trestle work. . The:
Department, however, cannot require the contractor to build such piers and abut--
ments of materials for which no price was fixed in the contract, Thereare prices:
fixed in the contract for ¢ dry wall,” ¢ brick masonry,” * concrete,” * rubble:
masonry” and * timber,” and such piers and abutments, as I am informed, could:
be constructed of either of said classes of masonry, and such abutments might be-
constructed of timber filled in with earth, The Department can therefore require-
the contractors to construct such piers and abutments of either class of masonry-
above mentioned, and require the abutments to be built of timber filled in with.
earth.  As the contract does not expressly provide which class of masonry above
mentioned shall he used, it is in the discretion of the Department to require the
contractors to use either class for which a price is named.

It is proper to add, though perhaps hardly necessary, that the Department has
not the right, under this contract, to require the contractors to construet such piers
and abutments of any materials for which no price is fixed in the contract, nor to
require a better class of work than is therein provided for,

I am, Sir,
Yours, respectfully,
(Signed) W. C. WuITNEY,
Counsel to the Corporation,

(Minutes, April 17, 1878, p. 728.)
Commissioner LANE moved that said communication be en-
tered at length on the minutes and filed.

Adopted.

Trees on One Hundred and Tenth Street,

From the Commissioner of Public Works, thanking the De--
partment for the permission granted to the Department of
Public Works to plant trees on One Hundred and Tenth Street,
between Fifth and Eighth Avenues, and stating that his desire
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to is co-operate with this Department, not to encroach upon
its authority.
(Minutes, April 24, 1878, p. '7145.)
Filed.

Museum of Art.  Museum of ‘Na’cura 1 Histor y

From the Fmance Department, stating that although this
Department had, prior to April 24th, 1878, made requisition
for the issue of $950,000 of the $1,000,000 authorized to be
issued for the construction of a Museum of Art and a Museum
of Natural History, by Sec. 2, Chap. 290, Laws of 1871, yet the
requisition made May 1st, 1871, for $100,000 had never been
recognized or acted upon, and that, therefore, this Department
should now make requisition for $150,000.

The PrEsIDENT then offered the following preamble and
resolution:

Whereas, The requisition made by the Executive Committee
of this Board on May 1st, 1871, and whlch action was approved
by the Board on September 12 1871, for $100,000 of the funds
provided by Seec. 2, Chapter 290 Laws of 1871 has not been
recognized or acted upon by the Comptroller of the City or by
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment ; therefore,

Resolved, That the resolution of the Board adopted at the.
meeting held April 24, 1878, making requlsltlon upon the
Oomptroller of the Olty for $100 000 of said fund, be altered
and amended to read as follows, namely:

Resolved, That the Commissioners "of the Department of
Public Parks of the City of New York hereby make requisi-
tion upon the Comptroller of the City of New York, for the
sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars ($150,000) for
the construction of a Museum of Art and a Museum of Nat-

ural History, as provided by Section 2, Chapter 290, Laws of
1871.

(Minutes, September 12, 1871, p. 201, and April 24, 1878, p. 744.)

The PresipENT put the question, whether the Board
would agree to said preamble and resolutions,and it was deter-
mined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the
Board voting in favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane—3.
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Tobias Lyness.

From the Police Department, stating that a certificate of
qualification as engineer to take charge of the steam boiler
and engine at the Museum (the Arsenal), in Central Park, has

been granted to Tobias Lyness.
(Minutes, March 6, 1878, p. 649.)
Filed.

Horses and Carts. ) .
From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that he requires
six additional horses and carts.
(Minutes, April 17, 1878, p. 730.)
The PrESIDENT offered the following resolution :

Llesolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized
to employ six additional laborers, with horses and carts, at the
rate of pay of $2.75 per day each.

The PrEsIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane—3.

Sewers in 134th and 135th Streets,

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &e., reporting upon
the application for sewers in One Hundred and Thirty-fourth
Street and One hundred and Thirty-fifth Street, and recom-
mending that the sewers asked for be constructed ; and also
that some additional sewers in the adjoining avenues, and es-
pecially in Third Avenue, as showr on a sketck accompanying
his report, be constructed at the same time.

Also from Mr. F. G. Brown, requesting that the sewer in
One Hundred and Thirty-fourth Street be constructed as soon

as practicable.
(Minutes, April 24, 1878, p. 751.)

The PrESIDENT moved that Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer,
&ec., be directed to prepare and submit plans and specifications
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for the construction of the sewers in One Hundred and Thirty-
fourth Street, One Hundred and Thirty-fifth Street, Third
Avenue, and the adjoining avenues, as recommended by him.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane—3.

Boston Road.
From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &e., stating that he
requires the temporary services of a field party for a month or
two, in order that the work of monumenting Boston Road may
be proceeded with.
Laid over.
Also from Mr. James Williams and others, requesting that
the monuments on said Boston Road be set as soon as possi-
ble, and the maps filed, in order that the title to the road may

be acquired and the road constructed.
(Minutes, March 27, 1878, p. 693.)
Laid over.

Sewer Connections on Riverside Avenue,

IFrom the Superintending Engineer of the work of construct-
ing and improving Riverside Avenue, stating that it is no part
~ of the plan of sewerage for said avenue to make provision for
drainagé or sewerage of houses along it. That the sewers only
provide for the disposal of surface water, and recommending
that the application of Mr. H. H. Cammann, be not granted.

) (Minutes of April 24, 1878, p. 752.)

The PrESIDENT moved that the application of Mr. H. H..
Cammann for permission to connect the drains from three
houses between One Hundred and Fifth and One Hundred and
Sixth Streets with the sewer in Riverside Avenue, be refused.

Adopted.
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Menagerie,

From the Director of the Menagerie, requesting permission
to purchase for the Menagerie some European ducks, to the
value of $20.

Filed.

American Museum of Natural History.

From Mr. A. S. Bickmore, Superintendent of the American
Museum of Natural History, forwarding to the Department a
detailed printed report of the operations and transactions of
the said Museum, including its receipts and payments for the
year ending December 31, 1877, in accordance with the re-

quirements of the contract made with said Museurmn.
(Minutes of January 30, 1878, p. 570.)
Filed.

Bath House at East River Park.

From Mr. Jacob Seabold, Jr., requesting permission to
moor a bath house at the East River Park.

Also from the Superintendent of Parks reporting on said
application, and recommending that Mr. Seabold be required
to submit the design and drawings of the proposed bath house,
before granting the permission asked.

The PresIDENT moved that Mr. Jacob Seabold, Jr., be
requested to submit the plans and specifications of the bath-
house he proposes to moor at the East River Park.

Adopted.

Watch-house at Third Avenue Bridge.

From Mr. R. C. Campbell, requesting that the watch-house
at the south-east corner of Third Avenue Bridge be removed,
as it is in front of his premises and an injury to them.

Also from the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that said
house is required to keep the implements used in cleaning the
bridge, and also to shelter the bridge keeper in stormy
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weather; and that a less objectionable site on the bridge

could not be selected than where it is at present.
. (Minutes, June 13, 1877, p. 101.)
Filed.

James Davis.
From Mr. James Davis, stating that he was employed by
the late President of the Department, as Engineer in the Mu-
seum of of Art building, Central Park, from December 10th to
December 21st, 1877, at the rate of $2.50 per day, but that he
has not been paid for his services, and asking the Department
to pay him thé amount due him, viz., $27.50.
Filed.

Museum of Art.
Frow the Angell & Blake Manufacturing Company, stating
that the heating apparatus which they have placed in the Mu-
seum of Art building, as called for by their contract, was tested
on the 14th August, 1877, and taken charge of by the em-
ployés of the Department at that time. That since that date
it has been injured by those having charge of it, and that they
have been made repair the injuries. That their whole con-
tract will be completed in a short time; and they request to be
reimbursed the amount it has cost them to make said repairs,
and that they be held harmless as regards any further injuries.
(Minutes, October 31, 1877, p. 871.)
Referred to the Superintending Architect for his report.

Earth Filling. Granite Foundation Stone.

From Mr. J. B. Devlin, offering to furnish five thousand
cubic yards of earth filling at the proposed site of the Conser-
vatory in Central Park, and to take in exchange therefor all the
granite foundation stones which are lying in the Central Park.

Filed.
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Commissioner LaNg, Charirman of the Auditing Committee,

presented the following report :

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same

to the Board for approval :

Arnold Constable & Co., cloth. .. ......Museum of Art....
Bartlett Lamp Mfg. Co., globes...... .. Maint. and Govmt,

Harlem R. B,
Reps. Impt. and

L

Crissey, Wm. V. & Co., camplor and
PAPEL . et e Maint, and Gov.
P. and P......
Fischer, Geo. & Bros., bronze fountain. .City Parks Impt.
Fooooooooo..
Fischer, Geo. & Bro., won work....... Museum of Art...
Gold & Stock Telegraph Co., rent of line,Maint. & Govmt.
P.&P........
Irwin, Wm,, petty expenses............ Maint. & Govmt.
P.&P........
Maint. 23d & 24th
Wards........
Surveying, Lay-

ing out, ete., 28d
and 24th Wards.
Muscum Natl. Hist.

Museum of Art, ...

Jube, John P. & Co., wagon materials. Maint., ete, 23d &
24th Wards. ., ..

King, Briggs & Co., files............. Maint. and Govt.
P. and P.....

Lester Oil Co., oil................... Maint.,
P, and P.....

Harlem R.B.,Reps.

Impt. and M...

Museum Natl, Hist.

Museum of Art, ...

$1,760 00
328 00
22 00

50 00

7 89

531 00

887 00

62 50
$62 68
18 25
50
413
413

89 69

10 40

16 77
$50 88
28 80
2 70
4 50

—— 86 8§
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Merchant, S, L. & Co., Portland cement,Maint. and Govm’t
P.and P.......

Mount’s Son, H. R., brushes and brooms.Maint. 23d and
' 24th Wards. ..

Moffatt, David & Co., leather. ......... Maint. and Govt,
P.and P......
N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., rent ..., Maint, and Govt.
P&P........
Stewart, A, T, & Co., gloves, Police. . . .Maint. and Govmt
P &P........

Seaman, John A,, varnish, oil and
paints. . .euu.. .. feareiee e Maint, and Govmt,
P.and P......
Maint, 28d & 24th
Wards.........

Smith, Elward, repairing iplatform. ...Maint, and Govmt.

’ P. and P....
Walton Brothers, hose, oilers, waste,

7 Maint. and Govmt,

P, and P......

Harlem R. B,

Reps. Impt., and

Museum of Art...

Van Winkle, E. B, pefty expenses....Surveying, laying
‘ out, ete., 23d &

24th Wards. ...
Van Norden, Edw’d, asphalt paving. ...City Parks Impt.
Fund..ee.o.tss
Woodward, B., agent, disinfectant...... Maint. and Govmt.

P.and P,,....

$30 00 .

7 08

7 58

1,250 00

18 9b

$81 50

2 00
83 50

250 00

$242 88

s
25
243 88

24 06
1,000 00

16 50

$6,493 15
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RECAPITULATION.
Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places....... $2,185 63
Harlem River Bridges Repairs, Improvement and Mainte-

DBNCE, c o evvs vurevecasnnsssvtansaisrssns ssuces 51 55
Maintenance, &c., 28d and 24th Wards........... e, 80 65
Surveying, laying out, &e., 23d and 24th Wards, &e...... 24 §6
City Parks Parks Inmprovement Fund.................. 1,631 00
Museum of Art....ocvvvinennennn teieensssasenrass 2,665 88
Museum Natural History..............0. O 13 88

$6,493 15

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of sixty-four hundred and ninety-three
dollars and fifteen cents.

Smita E. Laxg, | Auditing
Samr, CoNovEr, § Committee,
New York, May 1st, 1878,

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap-
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit
them to the Finance Department for payment.

The PresIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane—3.

Elton Avenue, Engineers’ Fees.

Commissioner LaNg, Chairman of the Auditing Committee,
presented the following report:

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills of Mr. E. C. Morrison,
the late Engineer, and Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, the present Engi-
neer, in charge of the improvements in the territory formerly
constituting the town of Morrisania, in pursuance of proceed-
ings authorized by the Board of Trustees of said town prior to
the 1st day of January, 1874, and submit the same to the Board
for approval, '
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NAME. IMPROVEMENT, : AMoUNT,
E. C. Morrison. . ....... Regulating and GradingjElton Avenue,
from Third Avenue or Boston Boad,

to Brook Avenue,cove.evrnisrenane $123 76

E. B. Van Winkle, ..... Do. do. do. 236 60

8. E. Lang, Auditing
Sam’t Conover, { Comumitiee.

Dated New York, May 1st, 1878.

The PrESIDENT then moved that the Board do now approve
the above mentioned bills of the engineers in charge of said
improvement, and that the amounts thereof be certified to the

Finance Department, ;
(Minutes, March 27, 1878, p. 696.)

The PresipENT put the question, whether the Board wounld
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane—3.

Treasurer’s Report.

The PresipeNr presented the following report, which was
ordered to be printed in the minutes :

Department of Public Parks in account with
Sinith E. Lane, Treasurer.

Cr.
1878,
April 16. By balance. ...o.ovvviannnnn P $10 00
April 16
to “ cash received from permits........ ... 30 00
May 1.
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Dr.
April 16 :
to To cash paid into City Treasury.......... $20 00
May 1. )
May 1. “ balance. .. .viiiiiiiiiiie s iiiieenans 20 00

S. E. Lawg,
Treasurer D. P. P.

New York, Wednesday, May 1, 1878,
9.30 A.M.

Appropriations and Expenses of the Department.

The PreSIDENT, to whom was referred the resolution of the
Common Council asking for certain information concerning the
appropriations and expenses of the Department for the years
1875, 1876, 1877 and 1878, presented a statement which he had
prepared in reply to said resolution, and moved that he be
authorized to transmit same to the Board of Aldermen.

(Minutes, April 10, 1878, p. 713.)

Adopted.

Museum of Art.

The PrrsiENT offered the following resolution :

Llesolved, That requisition be, and hereby is, made upon the
Finance Department to pay Messrs. Moran and Armstrong the
sum of $5,082.41, being the amount of the judgment recovered
by them against the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the
City of New York for extra work performed by them upon the
Museum of Art building, and that same be charged to the fund
provided by Section 2, Chapter 290, Laws of 1871.

(Minutes, April 24, 1878, p. 744.)

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane—3.
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Telegraph Line,
The PrESIDENT offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the agreement with the Gold and Stock Tele-
¥raph Company to supply and keep in order the telegraph

ines between the general office of this Department at 36 Union

Square and the Central Park, be renewed from May 1st, 1878,

until December 31st, 1878, upon the same terms and conditions

as the former agreement with said company, and that the

President be authorized to sign such an agreement on behalf
of this Department.

(Minutes, January 2, 1878, p. 484.)

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, amajority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Liane—3.

Copies of books, accounts, maps, de.

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution :

Llesolved, That all applications for cepies of any book, ac-
count, paper, drawing, plan or map in the Department shall be
first presented to the Board for their action ; and employés of
the Department are hereby prohibited from furnishing copies
thereof or allowing copies to be made, except upon the order
of the Board.

(Minutes, December 3, 1873, p. 436.)

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—aComlnissioners ‘Wenman, Conover, Lane—3.

William Cushing,.

Commissioner LaNE offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That Mr. William Cushing be, and he is hereby,
appointed a chainman to act as an Inspector upon the work
of constructing and improving Riverside Avenue, and that his
pay be fixed 2t the rate of $78 per month.

(Minutes, March 20, 1878, p. 684.)
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The PresipENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane —3.

Sidney H Conklin. Owen Delaney.
The PresiDENT offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That gate-keepers Sidney H. Conklin and Owen
Delaney be, and they are hereby, promoted and appointed
patrolmen on the police force.

(Minutes, January 9, 1878, p. 514, and April 10, 1878, p. 724.)

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane—3.

Carpenters.
The PrESIDENT offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the following named carpenters in the em-
gloyment of the Department be discharged from and after
Saturday, the 4th inst., namely, Blackburn B. Pew, James
Lysaght, Thomas F. Roche, Michael F. McCarthy, Robert
Hunter and Eugene Harris.

The PrEsIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane—3.

On motion of the PrESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 11.30
o’clock A. M. to meet on Wednesday, the 8th day of May, 1878,
at 9.15 o’clock A, M.

- Wu. Irwiy,
Secretary D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY Sth, 1878,

ApJourNED MEETING—9:15 0'CLOCK A. M.

Present—Commissioner WENMAN, President,.
« ‘WETMORE.
“ CONOVER.
“ LANE.

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 1st instant were
read and approved.

‘Wm. Cushing.

On motion of Commissioner CoNOVER the order of business
was suspended, and he moved that the resolution adopted on
* the 1st instant, and printed on page 13 of the minutes,
appointing Mr. William Cushing, a chainman to act as
inspector, be reconsidered.

(Minutes, May 1, 1878, p. 13.)

The PrESIDENT pub the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, ag follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover—3.

No—Commissioner Lane—1.
Commissioner CoNovER then offered the following resolution
as a substitute thereof : :

Re@olved, That Mr. William Cushing be, and he hereby is,
appointed a Chainman upon the work of counstructing and
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improving Riverside Avenue, from the 1st May, 1878, and that
his pay be fixed at the rate of $78 per month.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane
—4, ‘

The order of business was then resumed, and the following
communications were presented and read :

Ellis Place, &c.—Public Streets.
From the Counsel to the Corporation, as follows :

OFrICE oF THE CoUNSEL T0 THE CORPORATION,

Law DEPARTMENT,
New Yorxg, May 2d, 1878.

Hon. James F. WENMAN,
President of the Department of Public Parks :
Sir,—In your letter to me of the eighteenth of February last, you state the fol-
lowing facts: .

In May, 1853, the then owners of the portion of the Twenty-third Ward,
known as West Morrisania, filed a map in the office of the Register of Westchester
County, at Whiteplains, on which the streets colored yellow on the sketch
enclosed with your letter are shown. The deeds of the property fronting desig-
nate them as streets, and the authorities of the old town of Morrisania worked
them, but no record can be found of their having been accepted by the Commis-
sioners of Highways. '

The Commissioners appointed by Chapter 841 of the Laws of 1868, filed a map
on the twenty-third day of February, 1871, the streets on which are shown on
said sketch as dotted lines. This map also laid out Girard Avenue, Ellis Place,
Cedar Street and William Street (the latter two now being known as One Hundred
and Sixty-first Street), on the same lines as the former map filed in 1853.

Mott Avenue (formerly Walton Avenue) was changed by the Commission of
1868, but was changed back again to its original lines by your Department, under
authority of Section 14, of Chapter 329, of the Laws of 1874, and Chapter 604 of
the Laws of 1874. The streets colored yellow on said sketch are those actually
in existence, and you desire my opinion whether they are now public streets,
which the Department should maintain and keep in proper order.

The act, Chapter 841 of the Laws of 1868, referred to in your letter, was an
act for the laying out, opening and closing of streets, roads and avenues in the
town of Morrisania, in the County of Westchester, and authorized certain Com-
missioners therein named, to exercise the power and authority conferred by that
act. Said Commissioners were anthorized to lay out streets, roads and avenues
in said town, of such width, extent and direction, and of such grades as they
should see fit. They were authorized to adopt and retain or reject such high-
ways, streets, roads or avenues, or portions thereof, as had been previously laid
out and opened, and had been in uge, or should have been dedicated to public use,
though not in actual use in said town, as they should think proper. They were
required to file maps showing such highways, streets, roads or ayvenues, or por-
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tions thereof, as should be retained and adopted, and such as should be rejected
by them. Section 2 of said act, contained among other things, the following :

“ And such of said highways, streets, roads or avenues, or portions thereof,
““as shall be rejected by said Commissioners, shall cease to be such, and shall be
“ closed from and after the filing of such maps; except that such as are at that
time public highways shall not be closed until after the payment of any dam-
‘““ages that may be awarded to parties owning lots fronting thereon, or on the
“ portion thereof sought to be closed, ir any proceedings that may be taken
“under the provisions of this act, or any other law of this State, for closing such
“highways, or portions thereof, without the consent of such owners.”

Under this statute, when the Commissioners thereby appointed, filed their
map on February 23, 1871, the streets on the map filed by the property owners
in 1858, which were not shown on said map of the Commissioners, became closed,
unless, at the time of the filing of said last-mentioned map, they were public
highways. The question therefore is, whether the streets shown on said map of
the property owners, or any of them, were, at the time of the filing of said map by
said Commissioners, public Aighways, and this question it is difficult to answer,
without further information than is contained in your letter,

The filing of the map by the property owners in 1853, did not make the por-
tions of land, exhibited thereon as streets, public highways, nor did the execution
of deeds by such property owners, bounding the property thereby conveyed by
such streets, have that effect. The law in relation to this question is clearly
stated by Judge Harris in the opinion rendered by him in the case of Clements vs.
The Village of West Troy (16 Barbour, 252). The learned judge said:

“ The original proprietors, when they divided their land into lots, made a
“map, upon which they designated the alley in question, and upon a sale of lots
“bounded them upon the alley thus designated. As between the original pro-
“ prietors, and those to whom they conveyed, this act of ‘the proprietors accrued
“aright of way. But the alley thus designated, and in respect to which the pur-
“ chasers of the lots had acquired an indefensible right of way, did not therefore
“become a public highway. The dedication must be accepted, the highway must
“be laid out. Until this is done, the alley would remain the property of the
“original proprietors, subject to a right of way in those who had taken deeds of
“lots bounded upon the alley. * * * % % The defendants in this case do
“ not pretend that any legal proceedings have ever been taken for the purpose of
“making the alley a public higzhway. They rely entirely upon the acts of the
“ original proprietors, amounting to a dedicatior. They insist that on and after
“such ceding, dedication, giving, appropriation and setting apart, the alley be--
“came and was, and has continued to be, a public highway, for all legal intents
“and purposes. In this they are mistiken. Before they can exercise the right
“ to regulate the alley as a public highway of the village, they must ratify the act
“ by which it was dedicated to the use of the public. They must accept the gift.
“ This can only be done by instituting the proceedings which the law has pre-
“ seribed for laying out and opening public highways in the villags.”

In the case of The City of Oswego axst, The Oswego Canal Company (2 Selden,
268), Ruggles, Ch, J., in delivering the opinion of the Court of Appeals, said:

“ Any individual may lay out a way or thoroughfare through his own land,
“and may dedicate it as such to the public use. But such dedication does not im-
“ pose upon the towns in which the lands Jie the duty of improving or keeping in
“repair as a public highway, the lands so dedicated. This will conclusively ap-
“ pear from a reference to the provisions which have been in force in our highway
« acts for half a century. The power of laying out, altering and discontinuing
“highways has been conferred exclusively on the Commissioners of Hizhways of
“the respective towns. It has been their duty to cause to be described and re-
“corded in the Town Clerk’s office all public highways not already on record, to
“assess highway labor upon the inhabitants of the town, to divide the town into
“ road districts, to assign a due proportion of the labor to each district. It was
“the evident intent of these statutes that the labor assessed should be bestowed
‘exclusively upon the highways established by the town authorities, and re-
‘corded in the Town Clerk’s office.”
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It is evident, from these decisions, that the streets in question did not become
public highways by reason of the acts of the owners of the property through
which they were laid out, and considered with reference to the doctrines laid
down in these cases, it would also seem to be very doubtful whether any action
was ever taken by the town authorities of Morrisania, which had the effect of con-
verting such streets into public highways. The only fact stated in your letter is
that said streets were worked by the town authorities of Morrisania. You do
not, however, state whether the streets were originally regulated and graded, or
whether they were merely repaired by the town authorities, nor when the work,
whatever it was, was done; and you do state that no record can be found showing
that such streets-were ever accepted by the Commissioners of Highways. It would
seem, from the language used in the decisions referred to, that it was necessary
not, only that such streets should have been accepted by the Commissioners of
Highways, but that some record of such acceptance should have been made in the
office of the Town Clerk. Up lo the year 1864 the general laws of the State in
regard to public highways were applicable to the town of Morrisania, and I do not
see how, during the period between 1853, when the property owners filed their
map, and the year 1864, such streets could have become public highways, unless
a record thereof was properly made in the Town Clerk’s office as required by such
general statutes. In 1864 an act was passed creating a Board of Trustees for the
town of Morrisania, which act was in the nature of a special charter for that town.
It was therein provided that the Board of Trustees should have the powers of
Commissioners of Highways, and section 54 of the act authorized such Trustees to
accept as a street or highway in said town any street theretofore laid out through
any lands in said town by the owners of the land through which the same should
pass, and which should have been voluntarily ceded or dedicated to public use as
a street or highway by such owners. Said section provided that before acting in
such matter the Trustees should give public notice in a newspaper published in
said town, describing the street; and unless a remonstrance signed by a majority
of owners of the land on the line of the same, should be presented, the Trustees
should be at liberty to adopt a resolution declaring such street to be laid out and
opencd, and the same should thenceforward become a public street or highway.
This act contained no provision requiring any record of the acceptance of such
street to be filed with the Town Clerk, nor in any other public office, and it is
possible, therefore, that between the years 1864 and 1871 a resolution may have
been adopted by the Board of Trustees accepting the streets, or some of them,
shown on the map filed by said property owners in 1853, and declaring the same
to be public highways. If such resolution was adopted, it would follow that the
streets shown on the property owners’ map were public highways in 1871, when
the map was filed pursuant to the Act of 1868, and unless legal proceedings were
taken to close the sarae they countinued to be public highways down to the time of
the passage of the annexation acts. If no such resolution was ever adopted, and
if no record of the acceptance of such streets prior to 1874 by the Commissioners
of Highways was made in the Town Clerk’s office, it would follow that such
streets never became, and are not now, public highways.

In the absence of more definite information I cannot advise the Department
positively as to whether such streets are or are not highways at the present time,
nor as to whether it is the duty of the Department to keep the same in repair. 1
should suppose information in regard to the matter might be obtained from some
of the owners of property fronting on such streets, or from some of the former
officials of the town of Morrisania, and I would respectfully suggest that, if the
Department deems the matter of suflicient importance, it should cause thorough
and careful inquiry to be made of such property owners and officials. If after
such inquiry no fact can be ascertained, except that the town authorities repaired
such streets, T am of the opinion that the Department will be under no obligation
to recognize such streets as public hizhways, nor to keep the same in repair.

T would also suggest that perhaps the shortest and easiest way out of the diffl-
culty will be for the Department to file a map under the acts, Chapters 329 and
and 604 of the Laws of 1874, showing the streets which, in the opinion of the De
partment, should be retained and those which, in its opinion, should be closed.

I am, sir, yours, respectfully,
W. C. WHITNEY,

Counsel to the Corporation,
(Mioutes, February 6, 1878, p. 582.)
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The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be printed

at length in the minutes and filed.
Adopted.

. Matthew Weeks. Public Place at Fordham.
From the Counsel to the Corporation, in reply to a com-

munication from the President, as follows :

OFrIcE oF THE COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION,

Law DEPARTMENT, }
New Yorxk, May 3d, 1877.

Hon. James F, WeENMAN,
President of the Department of Public Parks.

Sir,—1I duly received your letter of the fifteenth of March last, enclosing a
report of Mr. J. J. R. Croes, Civil and Topographical Engineer, concerning the
occupation of a public place by Mr. Matthew Weeks. You state that when Mr.
Weeks first took possession of the ground, in November, 1877, he was served
with a notice from the then President of your Department, dated 27th November,
18717, a copy of which you enclose, but that no action has since been taken, and
Mr, Weeks has continued to occupy the premises. You request to be advised
whether the Park Department has the authority to eject Mr. Weeks forcibly, by
the park police; and if it has not, what other means should be taken to recover
possession of the property.

It appears from the report of Mr. Croes, referred to in your letter, that the
property in question is a triangular plot of ground at the intersection of the
Kingsbridge Road, Bayard Street and Delancey Place at Fordham, in the Twenty-
fourth Ward. Said plot belonged to the estate of the Reverend William Powell,
being part of what was known as the Union Hill farm, Thijs farm was divided
among the heirs of said Powell in 1849, by Commissioners of Partition, and the
report of Peter Seton Henry, Referce in the matter, was confirmed by the
Supreme Court, October 10th, 1850. On the map accompanying that report said
plot wasmarked “ public.” In all the deeds executed by the administrator of Mr.
Powell, under order of the court, said plot is particularly referred to as one to be
used as an open place or park. On another map of the Union Hill farm, filed in
the Register’s Office, January 6th, 1851, said plot is shown as a public place, and
also on a sale map of the property filed July 18th, 1853. The various decds
executed by the administrator of said Powell to purchasers of lots on the Union
Hill farm contain, among other things, the following provision:

After the description of the lot.  * And also the right of using in common, as
“ aforesaid,” nawely with the other part owners of the Union Hill farm, the lot
laid down on said map, and marked with a letter A, as an open place or park, “it
*“being intended to keep the said lot marked A, for the common use of the
“several owners of said premises, and at their mutual expense.”

Said plot has been considered a public park or place for the last twenty-nine
years, and a short time before the passage of the annexation acts it was graded
and fenced, and flagging laid by the aunthorities of Wes: Farms, at an expense of
about eleven hundred dollars.

It does not necessarily follow from the facts above set forth, that the plot in
question ever became a public park or place of the town of West Farms. The
legal cffect of the provision above quoted, contained in the deeds to the various
purchasers of the lots in the Union Hill farm, was to give to each of them an
easement or right to use such plot as an open park or place, leaving the fee of the
land in the heirs of the representatives of Mr. Powell. The object of the ad-
ministrator of Mr. Powell was not to establish a public park or place, for the use
of all the inhabitants of West Farms, but a private park or place for the use of
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those persons who should become purchasers of lots in'said farm, and the deed
expressly provided that such park or place was to be kept up and maintained at
the expense of said purchasers. It is doubtful whether, under these circum-
stances, such plot of ground ever became, or could become by dedication a public
park or place, of the town of West Farms. Ordinarily, when a plot of ground
is get apart for a private park, and the purchasers of lots fronting thereon ac-
quire an easement or right to use it, and thereupon improve and maintain the
same at their own expense, the general public does not acquire a right to use
such a plot as a public park. The fact that the authorities of the town of West
Farms, prior to the passage of the annexation acts, fenced in and inproved said
plot is not conclusive. I have made some inquiries in relation to the matter, and
I am informed by persons who resided at Fordham before its annexation to this
City, and who still reside there, and who are familiar with matters of this charac-
ter, that at the time when said plot was so improved by the town authorities, it
was considered by them and by other persons, to be doubtful whether the town
authorities had the right to treat said plot of ground as a public park or place,
and to improve the same at the public expense. But even if no such doubt had
existed, the acts of the Town authorities, if unauthorized, would not have the
legal effect of changing a private into a public park. The most that can be
claimed would be that the town authorities would be supposed to be familiar with
the facts in relation to the matter, and that they would not improve such a plot
at the public expense, unless it had in some way become a public park or place.
I do not think, however, that such presumption can be rezarded as sufficent,
under the circumstances, to prove that said plot was a public park or place, at
the time of the passage of the annexation acts.

It seems quite likely that Mr. Weeks is a mere trespasser, and has no right to
occupy said park or place. Each owner of a lot purchased from the administrator
of Powell has a right to use such plot as an open park or place, and the only
possible way in which Weeks could acquire the legal right to build a shanty
thereon, and occupy the same, would be under permission obtained from the heirs
of Powell, in whom the fee is still vested, and from each of the present owners of
the several lots which formed the Union Hill farm. It is in the highest degree
improbable that he has obtained any such permission, and he is doubtless, there-
fore, a mere trespasser. If the Department, without a breach of the peace, could
pull down the shanty I do not see that Weeks could obtain any redress for such
action on the part of the Department.  If, however, Weeks should resist, and a
breach of the peace should result, or if any assault should be committed by the
officers of the Department upon him, such officers might become civilly and crim-
inally liable. '

. Under these circumstances I do not feel at liberty to advise that the Depart-
ment should cause any action to be taken for the purpose of summarily ejecting
Weeks, and tearing down his shanty. If any of the heirs of Powell, or the pres-
ent owners of the lots which formed a portion of the Union Hill farm, should see
fit, T have no doubt that they can institute a critninal prosecution against Weeks,
under what are called the Squatter Acts, and can procure his punishment in such
proceeding, and can also, on giving due notice, obtain the right to tear down and
remove his shanty.

I would, however, respectfully suggest that, so far as the Department is con-
cerned, the destruction of the shanty and the removal of Weeks from the premises
can be obtained in an easy and effective manner. I have been recently informed
by you that a map has been filed under the authority of Chapters 329 and 604 of
the Laws of 1874, vpon which said plot of ground is shown as a public place.

The Department can, therefore, cause proceedings to be taken at once to acquire
title to said plot, and when the title has been so acquired in the manner provided
by law Mr. Weeks can, of course, be summadrily ejected by the Department, and
his shanty pulled down, as the said plot will then be one of the public parks of
the City. I shall be happy to institute such proceedings upon the request of the
Department, and to expedite the same so far as shall be in my power.

I am, sir,
Yours respectfully,
W. C. Warrney,
Counsel to the Corporation.
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The PrESIDENT moved that said communication be printed
at length in the minutes and filed.
Adopted.

Museum of Art. Museum of Natural History.

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor-

tionment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution, which
had been adopted by that Board on the 3d inst., namely :

- “ Resolved, That the Comptroller be, and he is hereby, authorized to issue from
“ time to time, as may be required, and at such rates of interest as he may de-
“ termine, not exceeding seven per cent. per annum, ‘ Museum of Natural History
“ Btock,” authorized by Chapter 290, Laws of 1871, amounting to $100,000, as per
“ requisition of the Department of Public Parks.”

(Minutes, May 1st, 1878, p. 3.)
Filed.

Museum of Natural History.
From the Superintending Architect, forwarding the following
bills for extra work done at the Museum of Natural History,

viz. :
Mr. Elward Smith, carpenter............... ...... $224 14
Messrs. Shaw & Venn, painters.................... 73 21

And reporting that the work was done by direction of Mr.
A. 8. Bickmore, Superintendent of the American Museum of
.Natural History, and that it had been executed in a satisfactory
manner.

The PresmeENT moved that said bills be approved, and their
payment authorized.

The PresipENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and - it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : ,

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane
—4.

Moteorological Reports,

From the Director of the Observatory, requesting permis-
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sion to furnish meteorological data to the daily papers, Health
Department, Law Department, and Observatories.
(Minutes, May 1, 1878, p. 13.)
The PRESIDENT moved that the permission, requested by the
Director of the Observatory, be granted.
Adopted.

Menagerie.

From the Director of the Menagerie, requesting permission
to exchange two lambs, one or two days old, for a pair of
Ruropean ducks, valued at $10.

(Minutes, May 1, 1878, p. 6.)

The PrESIDENT moved that the Director of the Menagerie
be granted permission to make the exchange requested.

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane
—4,

Third Avenue Bridge over Harlem River.

From the J. L. Mott Iron Works, offering to place in posi-
tion, under Third Avenue Bridge, Harlem River, six wheels,
belonging to the Department, for the sum of $341. Also, to
furnish and place in position, at the same time, any additional
number required, for the sum of $65 for each wheel.

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resclution :

Ltesolved, That the Treasurer be authiorized to issue an order
to the J. L. Mott Iron Works, to place in position, under
the Third Avenue Bridge Harlem River, six wheels, now
belonging to the Department, for a sum not exceeding $341.
Also, to make, furnish and place in proper position, under
said Third Avenue Bridge, such an additional number of new
wheels, not exceeding six, as may be necessary, and at a cost
not exceeding $65 for each wheel,
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The PrRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane
—4.

Bagt River Park.
From Mr. William A. Carsey, offering to lay a water-tight
pavement on the floor of the large platform on East River

Park, for the sum of $100.
(Minutes, April 8, 1878, p. 703.)
Referred to the Superintendent of Parks for his report.

Concord Avenue.

From Mr. E. B. Fellows and five other property owners in
the vicinity of Concord Avenue, in the Twenty-third Ward,
stating that the grading of said avenue will render the culverts
at One Hundred and Sixty-fifth Street worthless and that in
consequence the adjoining lots will be flooded and the health
of the neighborhood endangered.

Also from Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer in charge, report-
ing that the evil anticipated by Mr. Fellows and the other own-
ers of property will not exist after the grading of the avenue is
completed, as a culvert is to be built across the avenue at One
Hundred and Sixty-fifth Street, which will take the surface water
from One hundred and sixty-fifth street and the adjacent lots.

Filed.

Tompkins Square.

From Mr, Edward Van Orden, President of the Swiss

Asphalte Rock Paving Co., offering to complete the paving of

the north-west corner of Tompkins Square with Neuchatel

or Swiss Asphalte rock, laid upon a Portland cement concrete
foundation, for $2.90 per square yard.

Filod (Minutes, August 29, 1877, p. 281.)
ed.

4
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Manhattan Turtle Club.

From Mr. George Green, President of the Manhattan Turtle
Club, requesting permission for said club to give their stated
breakfasts and dinners at the High Bridge Park Hotel.

The PRrESIDENT moved that the permission requested by Mr.
George Green be granted.

Adopted.

Battery Park.
From Mr. Daniel Patterson, requesting permission to place
a soda water fountain and stand at the foot of Whitehall street
adjoining the Battery Park.
(Minutes, January 9 1878, p. 515.)
The PrESIDENT moved that said application be refused.
Adopted.

Camera Obscura.
From Mr. W. R. McCord, Jr., requesting permission to erect
a Camera Obscura in Central Park.
(Minutes, April 18, 1877, p. 761.)
Commissioner CoNoVER moved that said application be re-
fused.
Adopted.

Brook Avenue Sewer Plans, )

From Mr. Frank E. Towle, Engineer for Messrs. Jones &
McQuade, contractors for Brook Avenue sewer, requesting per-
mission to copy the plans pertaining to said sewer.

The PreSIDENT moved that the permission requested by M.
Towle be granted. ’

Adopted.

Bronze Drinking Fountain.

From Mr. D. Willis James, as follows :

New York, April 29, 1878.
Hon. Smite E. Laxg, -

Commassioner of Parks.
DEAr SIk :
I have the honor to submit through you to the Board of Commissioners
of Public Parks, a proposition for the erection of a Bronze Drinking Fountain in
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one of the public Parks of the City of New York, which if accepted by your
honorable body, I propose to donate to the City.

The fountain is now being modelled in Stuttgart, in the Kingdom of Wurtem-
b}llu‘g, by Prof. Adolph Doundorf, Professor of Sculpture in the Art Acaderay of
that city.

Uponya granite basis four feet in height, approachable by steps on four sides,
rises a pedestal of bronze seven feet high, provided with basins and cups; and
upon this pedestal rises a group of bronze seven feet in height, representing a
mother bringing her two children to a fountain.

That the entire sculptural work will be executed in the highest style of art,
there is sufficient assurance in the name of Prof. Doundorf, the pupil of the late
Ernest Reitschel, the sculptor of the famous Luther monument, at Worms, and the
chief artist in the completion of that great work after the deaih of his master.

Prof. Doundorf has in hand, besides the proposed fountain, several great monu-
mental works commemorative of some of the most distinguished men of the present
time, among whom may be mentioned Peter Cornelius and Sebastian Bach.

He is pronounced by Prof William Liibke, whose name has lately become
widely known in this country through his “ History of Art,” to be one of the
ablest sculptors in Germany, and 1 may add that this distinguished historian and
critic, having seen the model of the proposed fountain, has expressed his highest
approval of its artistic excellence and its fitness to the purpose contemplated.

Having carefully looked at various localities in the City, and it being my
earnest desire as far as practicable to promote the benefit of the large masses of
the people who rarely find it possible to visit Central Park, and likewise to put a
work of art of the first quality within easy access of the more cultivated classes, I
have decided to request the Commissioners of Public Parks to allow the erection
of the fountain on the west side of Union Square, between Fifteenth and Seven-
teenth streets, if the site shall seem in their wisdom to be advantageous to the
public geod.

I will add that the contract with the artist provides for the completion of the
fountain in time for its erection in New York about eighteen months from the
present date, and as I shall shortly receive from Prof. Doundorf plans and specifi-
cations for the granite basis, which must be in readiness upon the arrival of the
bronze work I should be grateful for as prompt a response to my application as
may be consistent with the convenience of the Board.

I remain, your obedient servant,

D. WiLLs James,

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the munificent gift of Mr. D. Willis James,
to the City, of a bronze drinking fountain and a granite pedestal,
to be placed on one of the parks, be, aud hereby is, accepted .
with the thanks of the Commissioners of the Department ; and
that it be referred to the Treasurer to examine, and report upon
a suitable site for said fountain.

Adopted.

Audit.
Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee,
presented the following report :

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
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examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same

to the Board for approval :

Beach, Son & Co., seed. ..... reaa ... Maint. and Govmt,
P.and P......
Crombie, Thos. J., lumber............. Maint., ete., 28d &

24th Wards....
Maint. and Govmt.
P,and P......
City Parks Impt.

Hazard Powder Co., blasting powder... .Maint., etc., 28d &
24th Wards...
Jones, Chas. and Thomas P. McQuade,

materials and labor........ vese....Brook Ave, sewer,
Milliken, David, sawdust.............. Maint, and Govmt.
P.and P......

Mott, J. L., iron works, mangers, grates,
Qe it e e Maint, and Govim’t
P.and P......
City Parks Impt.

O'Donnell, John, milk ., ..............

Parsons & SonsCo., trees. ....... .o, ... Maint, and Govmt.
P,and P...,..

$0 38
$35 51
12 00
4 00

51 51

899 85

2,000 00
$23 94
120

25 14

1,690 45

25 57

6 30

7,306 74

15 00
$44 00
81 23

125 23

9 60

71 25
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Shaw & Venn, painting seats. .......... Maint. and Govt.
P.and P...... 528 00
Seaman, John A., white lead and oil.. . Maint, and Govmt.
Poand P...... 10 50
Scott, D, fish, ...ovevriirinirannens Maint. and Govmt.
P.and P....... 11 70
Slote & Janes, binding, ............... Maint, and Govmt.
P.and P.... .. 6 00
Smith, F. W,, tiling. .....ooon o nns Museum of Art... 7,360 00
Walton Bros., scythes, screws, &ec...... Maint. and Govmt,
P.and P...... 48 94
Wheatly, R. R., hay, oats and straw. .. .Maint,, ete., 23d &
24th Wards.... 36 82
Young, Chas. C., bread............... Maint. and Govmt,
P.&P....... 49 00
$20,278 28
RECAPITULATION.
Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places... .... $5,446 48
Maintenance. ete., 23d and 24th Wards. . ..covvvnnienannn 78 63
City Parks Improvement Fund.......c..ociveninennenn 86 43
Brook Avenue Sewer....v.veiivreivervoscasssinessons 7,306 74
Museum of Art. .. .eeeiinniiernrnereceaasioannconaens 7,860 00

$20,278 28

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty thousand two hundred and
seventy-eight dollars and twenty-eight cents,

S. E. Lang, Auditing
Sam'n CoNovER, Committes.

New York, May 8th, 1878.

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap-
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit
them to the Finance Department for payment.

The PresipENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane

~4.

Commissioner CONOVER, from the Auditing Committee, pre-
sented the following report :

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and aundited the following bills, and submit the same
to the Board for approval :

Nicholas H. Decker and Geo. W. Quin-
tard, materials and labor.......... Improvement and

Construction Riv-
erside Aveuue.., $9,141 14

$9,141 14

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of nine thousand one hundred and

forty-one dollars and fourteen cents.

Sam’t. CONOVER,
Auditing Committee.
New Yorx, May 8th, 18%8.

The above mentioned bill having been read and passed on,
the President moved that the Board do now approve it, and
that the Secretary be directed to transmit it to the Finance
Department for payment.

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover—a3.

No—Commissioner Lane—1.

Riverside Avenue.
The PreSIDENT offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the penalties for the non-completion of the
work of improving and constructing Riverside Avenue, on or
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before the 31st October, 1877, the time stipulated in the con-
tract, be, and hereby are, remitted up to the 1st day of May,
1878. :

(Minutes, Af)ri] 3, 1878, p. 709.)

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane

—4,

Minutes,
The PrESIDENT offered the following resolution :

Desolved, That twenty copies of the minutes and documents
of the Department, for the year ending April 30, 1878, be

bound in a convenient form for the use of the members of the
Board.

(Minutes, May 23, 1878, p. 66.)

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane
—4,

H. Berthiolf, Bri'ge-tender, Central Bridge.

Comuissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution :
Resolved, That the salary of H. Bertholf, bridge-tender of Cen-
tral Bridge, over Harlem River, be fixed at the rate of $1,600 per
annum, from May 1, 1878, and that he be required to furnish

all labor necessary for opening and closing the draw and keep-
ing the bridge clean, at his own expense.

(Minutes, Feb. 14, 1877, p. 618.)

The PreSIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of tke Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows : ‘

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane

—4.
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Mowers.

The PRESIDENT stated that on account of the rapid growth
of the grass he had been obliged to employ two mowers in ad-
dition to those already authorized.

(Minutes, April 17, 1878, p. 730.)

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the action of the Presi-
dent in employing two additional mowers be approved.

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane
—4.

City Hall Park, Stands, &e.
Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution :

Llesolved, That it be, and hereby is, referred to the Treas-
urer to confer with the Post Office authorities in relation to
the removal of the stands and other encroachments on the
City Hall Park, at the north of the New Post Office.

Adopted.

Quarterly Report.

The PrESIDENT presented the report of the transactions of
the Department, for the three months ending March 31st, 1878,
and moved that he be authorized to sign and transmit same to
his Honor the Mayor.

(Minutes, January 30, 1878, p. 571.)

Adopted.

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11:30
o’clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 15th inst., at 9:15
o’clock a. M,

‘Wu. IrwiIN,

Secretary D, P, P,
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 15th, 1878,

ReaurAR MEETING—9:15 0'CLOCEK, A. M.

Present—Commissioner WENMAN, President.
“ ‘WETMORE.
€« LANE.

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 8th inst. were
read and approved.

The following communications were presented and read:

Streets, etc, in the 23d and 24th Wards.

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the

Department to the condition of the following street pavements,
ste., in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, viz.:

Street pavement, Third Avenue between One hundred and for-
ty-sixth and One hundred and fifty-ninth Streets.

Street crossing, Third Avenue and Brook Avenue. .

Side of street along the water front of Tibbitt’s Brook.

Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twen-
ty-fourth Wards.
Drinking Fountain,
From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending that a
drinking fountain be erected at the entrance to Central Park at
Fifth Avenue and Fifty-ninth street, and estimating the cost of
a suitable fountain of cast iron at $75.
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The PrRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be
directed to have a suitable cast iron drinking fountain erected
near the carriage stand at the entrance to the Central Park, at
Fifty-ninth street and Fifth Avenue.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane—3.

East River Park.

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the propo-
sition of Mr. Wm. A. Carsey, to lay a water-tight pavement on
the floor of the large platform in East River Park, for the sum
of $100, and stating that the price at which he offers to do the
work is a low one, and recommending that, if he be given an
order, it be on condition that the pavement be tested for 90
days before payment is made.

(Minutes, May 8, 1878, p. 23.)

Commissioner WeTMORE moved that the subject of having
a water-tight pavement laid on the floor of said platform be re-

ferred to the President, with power.

" The PresipeNT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane—S3.

Jerome Avenue.

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-
fourth Wards, stating that he will require the services of eight
extra double teams, and an engineer to work the engine and

pump, while watering Jerome Avenue during the coming racing
season. ,
(Minutes, Oct. 31, 1877, p. 367.)
Laid over.
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Drains at Fordham.

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &ec., stating that it
is desirable to make covered drains in some places where the
plans for the drainage near Fordham in the Twenty-fourth
Ward shows open drains.

Also that there is a swamp hole just outside the limit of the
district being drained, which should be drained by a short
blind diain.

(Minutes, April 10, 1878, p. 719.)

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said communication be
referred to the Counsel to the Corporation for his opinion
whether the Department has the power to make the changes in
the plan of the drains, and to order the additional work recom-
mended.

Adopted.

Brook Avenue Sewer.
From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., requesting per-
mission to give Messrs. Jones & MeQuade, contractors for
Brook Avenue sewer, copies of their monthly estimates.
The PrESIDENT moved that the permission requested be
granted.
Adopted.

. ) Riverside Park.
From Mr. F. A. Calkins, Assistant Engineer, giving a list of

advertisements painted on the rocks on Morningside Park.
Commissioner WETMORE moved that said communication be

referred to the President.
“Adopted.

Museum of Art.

From Mr. John Taylor Johnston, President of the Metropol-

itan Museum of Art, requesting that netting be placed in the

upper windows of the Museum of Art building, to keep spar-
rows from entering the building.
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be
directed to have proper wire netting placed in the upper win-
dows of said building.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane—3.

Decoration Day.

From General Nelson Cross, Chairman of the Memorial
Committee of the Grand Army of the Republic, requesting
permission to decorate the statues of Washington, Lincoln,
and Lafayette, on Decoration Day, and asking the Department
to assist-in doing so.

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said communication
and the subject of decorating the various. statues in the parks
on Decoration Day be referred to the President, with power.

(Minutes, May 23, 1877, p. 61.)

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members voting in favor thereof, as
follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Liane.—3.

Riverside Park,

From Mr. Patrick Mangan, offering twenty dollars for the
privilege of cutting the grass on Riverside Park, between One
Hundred and Twenty-fifth and One Hundred and Twenty-
ninth Streets, for the three summer months.

Commissioner LANE moved that Mr. Patrick Mangan be
given permission to cut and take the grass on Riverside Park,
from One Hundred and Twenty-fifth to One Hundred and
Twenty-ninth Street, until September 1st, 1878, on his paying
the sum of twenty dollars therefor.

Adopted.
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Third Avenue Bridge—Soda Water Stand.
From Mr. Wm. Lundie, asking permission to place a Soda
Water Stand in the rear of the house of the Bridge Tender of
Third Avenue Bridge over Harlem River.
Referred to the Superintendent of Parks for his report.

James Davis,

From Mr. James Davis, requesting payment for his services as
Steam Engineer in the Museum of Art building, from Decem-
ber 10th to December 21st, 1877.

N (Minutes, May 1, 1878, p. 7.)

Commissioner LaNE offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That Mr. James Davis, who worked as a Steam
Engineer in the Museum of Art building, from December 10th

until December 21st, 1877, be paid on the next pay roll for the
time he so worked, at the rate of $2.50 per day.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree with said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Liane-—3.

: Audit,
Commissioner LaNE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee,
presented the following report :

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same
to the Board for approval :

Am, Dist, Telg. Co., rent and services .,Maint. and Govmt.

P.and P...... $5 74
Arnold, D. P., meat and vegetables. . ... Maint. and Govm’t

P.&P........ 255 25
Braunsdorf & Metz, shades,........... City Parks Impt.

Fooooeeaaiio 18 00
Central Gas Light Co., gas, April...... Harlem R. B,

Maint. ......... 46 67
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Devlin, Jno. B, gravel........ ....... Maint. and Govm’t
P.and P... ..
Harlem Gas Light Co., Gtas, April...... Maint. and Govt.
P.&P........

Harlem River B.
Reps., Impt. &

Maint ........
Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing........ Maint., &e., 23d &
24th Wards. ..
Mullane, Johu, hay, oats, feed, &c. .. ...Maint. and Govm’t
P.oandP......
Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, April..Majnt. and Govmt.
P.oand P......
Metropolitan Gas Light Co., meter gas..Maint. and Gov’t
P&P........
New York Gas Light Co., gas, April, .. .Maint. and Govmt,
Poand P......

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., gas,
Aprilo oo Maint. and Govt,
P.and P......

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., meter
1 Maint. and Gov't
P.and P.......
Shaw & Venn, painting................ Museum Natural
History..... ..
Shaw & Venn, painting seats.......... Maint. and Govt.
P.and P.......
Seaman, John A, paints, &c........... Maint. and Govt.
P.and P......
Smith, Edward, labor and materials. ,..Museum Natural
History.......

Maint. and Govt.
P.andP.......
Maint., ete., 23d
and 24th Wards

Walton Brog., nails, plow and belting. ..

[ Wednesday,

$4723 26

—_— 108 62
10 05
414 39
141 45
69 20

328 5O
298 45

31 00
73 21
22 00
17 40
1,774 14
$17 11

10 69
27 80

$4,365 13
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RECAPITULATION,
Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, .. ..... $2,392 87
Maintenance, &e., 23d and 24th Wards, v covvvnennnn. vess 20 74
Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt, and Maint.......... 86 17
City Parks Improvement Fund........:.....o0eivnn... 18 00
Museum of Natural History....... EER R TI PN 1,847 85

—— $4,365 18

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of forty-three hundred and sixty-five
dollars and thirteen cents,
8. E. Laxg,
Auditing Commities.
New York, May 15th, 1878,

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap-
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit
them to the Finance Department for payment.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :—

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane—3.

Treasurer’s Report.

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was
ordered to be printed in the minutes :

Departinent of Public Parks,

In account with S. E. Lane, Treasurer.

Cr.
1878.
May 1. Bybalance...c.cvvvvveeens i, $20 00
May 1 .
to }By cash received from licenses........... .. 50 21
May 18, .

e $70 21
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Ds.
May 1
to To cash paid into City Treasury.....oev.vv0. $20 00
May 15.
May 15 “ balance. .o euvvrvrorvenrenarernrarnasens 50 21

S. E. Laxs,
Preasurer D, P. P,
New York Wednesday, May 15, 1878,
9.30 A, M.

Offices for Superintendent of 28d and 24th Wards.

The PrESIDENT presented a bill from Messrs. Briggs & Val-
entine for $120 for the use and occupation of the offices, yard
and stable used by the Superintendent of the T'wenty-third and
Twenty-fourth Wards, for the three months ending March 31,
1878 ; and he offered the folldwing resolution :

Resolved, That the bill of Messrs. William H. Briggs and Den-
nis Valentine for the use and occupation of the offices, yard and
stable used by the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and
Twenty-fourth Wards, at Fordham, in the Twenty-fourth Ward,
for the months of January, February and March, 1878, at $40
per month, be, and hereby is, approved and authorized to be
paid.

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane—3.

Rotary Boat.

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution :

Llesolved, That the action of the Board on April 3, 1878,
granting Mr. David R. Smith a license to place a rotary boat
on the Harlem Meer in Central Park, be, and hereby is, re-
scinded ; that the license granted to Mr. Smith as thereby au-
thorized, be, and hereby is, revoked, aand that the President be
requested to notify Mr. Smith thereof.

(Minutes, April 8, 1878, p. 708.)
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The PresiouNT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm-
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in
favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane—3.

Boats on Harlem Meer.
Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the President be, and hereby is, authorized to
grant and sign on behalf of the Department, a license to Mr.
William Kyle, to place row-boats on Harlem Meer for hire, until
January 1st, 1879, reserving a license fee of five per centum of
his gross receipts.

(Minutes, April 10, 1878, p. 719.)

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determinedin the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows: .

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-—3.

Mowers.

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the President be, and he hereby is, authorized
to appoint eight additional mowers on the Parks, at the rate of
pay of $1.60 per day.

(Minutes, May 8, 1878, p. 30.)

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane—3.

City Hall Park, Stands, &e.

Commissioner LANE, the Treasurer, verbally reported that
he had called upon the Post Office authorities who had ex-
pressed not only their willingness but their desire to have the
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portion of the City Hall Park immediately north of the
Post Office cleared and the stands removed, and that it was
their wish to co-operate with this Department in the matter.
(Minutes, May 8, 1878, p. 30.)
The PRESIDENT then offered the following preamble and reso-
lution :

Whereas, The Treasurer, to whom it was referred to confer
with the Post Office authorities in relation to the removal of
the stands and other encroachments on the City Hall Park
north of the Post Office, has reported that they are willing
to have said encroachments removed,

Resolved, That said subject be, and is hereby, referred to the
Treasurer with power.

The PrRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board
voting in favor thereof, as follows : ‘

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, More, Lane—3

On motion of the PrESmENT, the Board ##Mexned at 11
o’clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 22d instant, at 9:15
o’clock A, M,

‘W, IrwiN,
Secretary D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 22d, 1878,

ApjourNED MEETING—9:15 0’CLOCK A.M.

Present—Commissioner WENMAN, President.
“ ‘WETMORE.
“ CoNOVER.
« LANE.

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 15th inst. were
read and approved.

The following communications were presented and read :

Parade of Metropolitan Police.

From the Police Department, requesting permission to use
the plaza at Union Square for the purpose of reviewing the
Metropolitan Police force on June 5th, 1878.

The PresiDENT staled that he had granted the permission
requested.

Commissioner LaNt moved that the action of the President
be approved.

Adopted.

Museum of Art.

From the Superintending Architect, reporting upon the com-
plaint of the Angell & Blake Manufacturing Company con-
cerning the repairs they have been obliged to make to the heat-
ing apparatus in the Museum of Art building since the De-
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partment took charge of it, and stating that the repairs were.
rendered necessary on account of the defective casting of por-
tions of the work, and that there had not been any negligence
in the care of the apparatus, on the part of the employés of
the Department. '
(Minutes, May 1st, 1878, p 7.)

The PRESIDENT moved that the Angell & Blake Manufactur-
ing Company be notified of said report, and that it be filed.

Adopted.

Third Avenue Bridge—Soda Water Stand.

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the ap-
plication of Mr. Wm. Lundie for permission to place a soda
water stand on Third Avenue Bridge, in the rear of the honse
of the bridge-tender, and stating that there are no objections to
granting the permission asked, provided the stand does not
project beyond the tender’s house.

(Minutes, May 15th, 1878, p 35.)

Commissioner LANE moved that permission be granted to Mr.
Wmn. Lundie to place a soda water stand in the rear of the
house of the bridge-tender, on Third Avenue Bridge, under the
supervision and direction of the Superintendent of Parks.

Adopted.

Dairy.—Soda Water Stand.

From the Superintendent of Parks, presenting a plan of a
stand for a soda water fountain at the Dairy in Central Park.

The PrEsIDENT movsd that said plan be approved, and that
Mr. C. Ryan, licensee for the sale of refreshments in Central
Park, be authorized to have a stand in accordance therewith
erected at the Dairy, in Central Park, at his own expense.

The PrEsIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
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a majority of all the members of the Board votingin favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane
—4,

Jerome Avenue,

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-
fourth Wards, requesting that the large covered engine and
pump be sent to Jerome Avenue to assist in raising water for
sprinkling the avenue, and that a watchman be employed to

protect it at night.
(Minutes, May 15th, 18478, p. 32.)
Commissioner LaNE then offered the following resolution

Resolved, That Jerome Avenue be watered on each of the
race days of the coming meeting at Jerome Park, from the
Central Bridge to the entrance to said park.

The PresmENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore Conover, Lane
—4.
The PresipENT then offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the President be authorized to appoint eight
double teams during the coming race meeting at Jerome Park,
to assist in watering Jerome Avenue.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of theBoard voting in favor
thereof, as follows: '

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane
—4.

Commissioner LANE then offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the President be authorized to appoint one
steam engineer, and one laborer to act as watchmen, for the
engine and pump, during the coming race meeting at Jerome
Park.
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The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane
—4.

Thomas Treanor.

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-
fourth Wards, stating that Thomas Treanor, laborer, had been
absent on account of sickness, but now desires to be restored.

The PRESIDENT moved that said Thomas Treanor, laborer,
be restored.

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane
—4.

Botanical Garden,

From Mr. James F. Ruggles, Secretary of the “ Trustees of
the Botanical Garden, in the City of New York,” acknowledging
the receipt of a copy of the report made upon the applieation
of said Trustees,; and the resolution of the Board adopting said

report.
(Minutes, April, 24th, 1878, p. 755.)

Filed.

Also from Mr. James F. Ruggles, Secretary of said Trustees,
stating that in preparing plans, ete., for the proposed Botani-
cal Garden in Manhattan Square, it is necessary for him to
obtain copies of any map or plan of the square in possession of
the Department and asking permission to have such copies
made for him.
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Commissioner LANE moved that Mr. James F. Ruggles, be
given permission to have copies made for his use as Secretary
of said “ Trustees of the Botanical Garden in the City of New
York,” of any map or plan of Manhattan Square, which he may
require.

Adopted.

: Copies of maps of 23d and 24th Wards.

From Mr. W. C. Dripps, map publisher, requesting permis-
sion to make copies of the maps of the Twenty-third and
Twenty-fourth Wards.

Laid over.

North end of the Island.
From Mr. Edwin Clark, and five other owners of property
lying north of Inwood Street, requesting that the maps of that

portion of Manhattan Island be prepared and filed.
(Minutes, Fel’y 17, and Dec. 15, 1875, pp. 517, 475.)
Liaid over.

George F. Penfield.

From Mr. George F. Penfield, Chainman, applying to be

promoted to the position of Rodman, on the work of construct-
ing Riverside Avenue.

(Minutes, March 20, 1878, p. 685,)
Filed.

Jacob Cook.

From Mr. Alexander I. Whitelaw, and others, requesting
that Jacob Cook, laborer, be transferred to the position of
Gate-keeper or Night Watchman.

Filed.

Riverside Park.

From Mr. Patrick Mangan, requesting permission to pasture
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his cows apon the portion of Riverside Park on which he was

granted permission to cut the grass.

(Minutes, May 15th, 1878, p. 84.)
Refused.

From Mr. William Meckert, offering to pay the sum of $20
for the privillege of cutting the grass on Riverside Park, from
One Hundred and Thirteenth Street to One Hundred and
Twentieth Street, until October 1st, 1878.

Commissionor LANE moved that Mr. William Meckert be
granted the privilege of cutting and taking the grass upon
said portion of Riverside Park, until October 1st, 1878, on his
paying the sum of $20 therefor.

Adopted.

Jacob Lambrecht.

From Mr. Joseph Doliger and others, requesting that Mr.
Jacob Lambrecht be appointed a Gate-keeper.

Filed.

Patrick Reilly.

From Mr. Bryan Reilly, and fifteen other members of the
Board of Aldermen, requesting that Mr. Patrick Reilly be
appointed a foreman.

Filed.

Audit.
Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee,
presented the following report :

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have
examined and audited the following bills, and submitted the
same to the Board for approval:

Briggs, W. H., and Dennis Valentine,

rent.... coviiiiinennn. reeaeeas Maint. 23d and
24th Wards.... $120 00
Claflin, H. B. & Co., duck............. Mott Ave. sewer,
138th and 144th
St., sewers.. ... 5 53

Crigsey, W. V. & Co., arnica and pepper.Maint. and Govmt,
P.andP... ... 20
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Colwell Lead Co., lead pipe..........., City Parks Impt,
Fund.........

Develin, John B., paving stones and trap
TOCK. v vviii s e Maint. 23d and
24th Wards...
Maint, and Govt.
P.andP.......

Hannegan & Shea, repairs to buggy... Maint. 23d and
24th Wards. ...
Lawrence, B, IL, horse shoeing........ Maint. 28d and
24th Wards....
Mount’s Sen, H. R., mops and brooms. . . . Maint. and Govt.

P.oandP......

Mott, J. L, Iron Works, fountains and
fence..... e e Maint, and Govt,.
P.andP.......

Noonan, Michael, materials and labor. . . Drainage Dist.24th
Ward, bounded
by Fordhamand
Pelham Aves,,

- Reeves, Robt. C., grass seed, hemp and
barley......... .o i Maint. and Gorvt.

RECAPITULATION.

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places.......
Maintenance Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. ...,
City Parks Improvement Fund............. ..coooeen.
Mott Avenue, One Hundred and Thirty-eighth and One

Hundred and Forty-fourth Street sewers..............
Drainage Distriet, Twenty-fourth Ward, bounded by Ford-

ham Avenue, &cC.. .. ..ottt it i e e

49 25
$85 81
3476 25

462 06

43 18

5 00

34 50

215 60

1,047 85

13 05

$1,998 15
$641 46
254 56
49 25
5 53
1,047 85

——— $1,998 15

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of nineteen hundred and ninety-eight

dollars and fifteen cents.
S. E. Laxg,

Samr, CoNOVER,

New York, May 224, 1878,

Auditing
Commilitee.
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The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap-
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit
them to the Finance Department for payment.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane
—4.

Museum of Art. C. Vaux.

Commissioner LaNg, Chairman of the Auditing Committee,
presented a bill of Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, for commissions,
amounting to $422.50, and which included commissions on the
sum of $5,082.41, the amount of the judgment recovered by
Messrs. Moran & Armstrong for extra work upon the Museum
of Art building, and which had been directed by Mr. Vaux,
without the authority or knowledge of the Board; and he rec-
ommended that said bill be not approved, and that no com-
missions be paid to Mr. C. Vaux upon the amount of said
judgment recovered by Messrs. Moran & Armstrong.

(Minutes, May 1, 1878, p. 12.)

The PrESIDENT moved that said report be received, and the
recommendations therein be adopted by the Board.

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane
—4.

‘W. H. Brown, Patrolman,
The PrESIDENT reported that serious charges, amounting to
insubordination, had been preferred against Patrolman W. H.
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Brown ; that he had investigated same, and would make a re-
port at the next meeting.

Commissioner CoNovER moved that said W. H. Brown,
Patrolman, be suspended, without pay, for one week.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane
—4.

Photographs from Paris.
The PrESIDENT presented a communication from Hon. F. W.
Seward, Assistant Secretary of State, U. 8., informing the De-
partment that he had forwarded, on the 29th of March last, to
the care of William R. Martin, Esq., late a Commissioner, for
the use of the Department, a collection of photographs, &e.,
of constructions erected by the City of Paris, which the Fre-
fect of the Seine had transmitted through the United States
Legation in that City.

The PrESIDENT then stated that although he had applied to
Mr. Wm. R. Martin for said photographs, he had been unable
to procure them.

Commissioner LANE moved that said subject be referred to
the President, with power to obtain possession of said photo-
graphs for the Department.

Adopted.

Bronze Drinking Fountain,

Commissioner LANE, to whom it was referred to examine and
report upon a suitable site for the bronze drinking fountain
offered by Mr. D. Willis James, verbally reported, and recom-
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mended that a site for said fountain be designated on Union
Square, west of the present fountain in said square. He sub-
mitted a plan, showing said site, and recommended that the
following resolution be adopted by the Board, viz. :

Resolved, That the site for the bronze drinking fountain and
granite pedestal, offered by Mr. D. Willis James, be, and here-
by is, fixed and designated on Union Square, west of the foun-
tain and midway between it and the westerly sidewalk of the
square ; and that a walk be laid out to and around said site
from the fountain to said westerly walk; and that the plan
showing said site and walk this day presented to the Board be
approved and adopted.

(Minutes, May 8, 1878, p. 25.)

The PrESIDENT moved that said report be received, and that
the resolutior recommended thereby be adopted by the Board.

The PrESIDENT put the guestion whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane

—4.

Mazzini.

Commissioner LANE, to whom it was referred, with power, to
make arrangements for the unveiling of the bust of Mazzini,
verbally reported that the ceremonies would take place at 2
o’clock P. M. on the 29th inst., at the site designated by the
Board in Central Park ; and that the President of the Depart-
ment had been requested to preside on the occasion.

{Minuteés March 20, 1878, p. 681.)
Received.

Maintenance, &c., of the Parks,

Surveying, &e., 23d and 24th Wards, &e.
Commissioner LiaNE offered the following resolution :
Resolved, That respectful application be, and is hereby, made

to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to transfer, from
any unexpended balances of appropriations which are not re-
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quired for the purposes for which the same were made, to the
following appropriations for this Department for 1878, and to
the following amounts, viz.: ‘

“ Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places,

¢“for all supplies and for wages of foremen, gar-

“ deners, mechanies and laborers employed on works

“ of maintenance, and including the Maintenance of

‘ the Meteorological Observatory.............. .. $75,000
“ Surveying, Laying Out and Monumenting Twenty-

“ third and Twenty-fourth Wards, including North

“End of this Island................. . e 10,000~

The PrESIDENT moved that said resolution be laid on the
table.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion to lay said resolution on the table, and it
was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the mem-
bers of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover—S3.

No—Commissioner Lane—1.

Belvedere.
Commissioner LaNE offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be directed to
examine and report upon the condition of the Belvedere in
Central Park, with such recommendations as he may consider
necessary to restore it and keep it for the future in proper
repair.

Adopted.

Rotary Boat.

The PreEsDENT offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the resolution adopted on the 15th inst.
rescinding the license granted to Mr. David R. Smith to place
a rotary boat on the Harlem Meer be, and is hereby, recon-

sidered.
(Minutes, May 15th, 1878, p. 38.)

Adopted.
The PpEsIDENT then moved that the resolution to rescind

said license be laid on the table.
Adopted.
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Francis Hagan.
The PresipENT offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That Assistant Foreman Francis Hagan be, and
he is hereby, discharged and removed from the employment of
the Department.

(Minutes, 'Jan’y 10, 1877, p. 533.)

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma- -
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board veting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane
—4,

Frederick Schreiber.
Commissioner CoNoVER offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That skilled laborer Frederick Schreiber be, and
he is hereby, discharged and removed from the employment of
the Department.

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows : ‘

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane
—4,

‘Water Closets, &ec., in Central Park,
Commissioner CoNovER offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That all the water closets and urinals in Central
Park be kept open each day, until further order, between the
hours of 10 o’clock a. M. and 7 o’clock P. M.

Adopted.

On motion of the President the Board adjourned at 12:15
o’clock P. M. to meet on Wednesday the 29th inst. at 9:15
o’clock 4. . )

Wu. IRwIN,
Secretary D. P. P.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 29th, 1878,

ApiourNep MEETING—9:15 o’clock A. M.

Present—Commissioner WENMAN, President.

“ ‘WETMORE.
“ CONOVER.
« LANE.

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 22d inst. were
read and approved.

The following communications were presented and read :

‘Washington :Square,
From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy
of the following resolution which was approved by his Honor

the Mayor, on the 24th inst., viz. :

Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks be, and is hereby, respectfully
requested to repair and put in good order the two roadways through and across
Washington Park, west of the Fifth Avenue roadway.

Filed.

Maps of 23d and 24th Wards.

From the Secretary of the Commissioners of Taxes and

Assessments, requesting that permission be given to Mr. Henry

Mehles to copy the maps of the Twenty-third and Twenty-

fourth Wards, for the use of the Department of Taxes and
Assessments.
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Commissioner LANE moved that permission be given to Mr.
H. Mehles to make copies of said maps as requested, under
the supervision of Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &e.

Adopted.

The Terrace. :

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that a portion
of the encaustic tile flooring of the Terrace in Central Park,
had risen up and cracked. That on examination he is satis-
fied the cause of its so doing is that the whole structure is
settling, and recommending that the foundations be examined.

Commissioner LANE moved that the Superintendent of Parks
be directed to repair the floor of the Terrace with concrete;
and to make a thorough examination, and report upon the. con-
dition of the whole structure.

The PRrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane

—4.

The Belvedere.
From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the con-
dition of the Belvedere in Central Park, and what is necessary

to be done to repair it and keep it in good order.
(Minutes, May 22, 1878, p. 51.)

Laid over.

Swedish School House.

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that it is
necessary either to build a cesspool in the vicinity of the
Swedish School House to receive the waste water, &c., from
the six water closets, two wash basins, boiler and sink to be
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placed in said building, or else to lay a twelve inch drain pipe
in Transverse Road No. 2 to Fifth Avenue, the cost of which
would be from $2,300 to $2,500.

(Minutes, Feb’y 13, 1878, p. 598.)

The PrESIDENT moved that all work on the Swedish School
House, be suspended until further orders.

The PresmENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows :

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane
—4,

Meteorological Observatory.

From the Director of the Meteorological Observatory, sub-
mitting the annual report of the Observatory for the yenr
1877, and requesting that five hundred copies of it be published

for distribution.
(Minutes, May 31, 1877, p. 71.) ‘

The PrESIDENT moved that application be made to the Board
of City Record to print five hundred copies of said report.

The PrESIDENT pub the question, whether the Board would
" agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows:

Ayes—Commissioners Wenmon, Wetmore, Conover, Lane

—4.

Mill Brook.

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the
Department to the manner in which the contractors for the
construction of the sewer in Brook Avenue have obstructed
Mill Brook at One Huandred and Fifty-sixth Street, thereby
causing the brook to overflow its banks.
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Also from Messrs. P. & W. Ebling, making a similar com-
plaint, and stating that if the overflow extends any further
the wells on their grounds, from which they obtain the water
supply for their brewery, will be ruined and they will be put to
a very heavy loss.

Also from Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer in charge of the
work, reporting upon said communications and subject, and
stating that it is true that the contractors have thrown the
earth excavated from Brook Avenue sewer into the bed of Mill
Brook, and caused an overflow at One Hundred and Fifty-sixth
- Street, but that the remedy for the evil appears to he with-
in the jurisdiction of the Health Department; and enclosing a
copy of an order be had given to the contractors to build a
plank sluiceway to carry the water of the brook over the sewer
at One Hundred and Fifty-sixth Street.

Filed.

Sedg wick Avenue.

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., submitting three
similar maps prepared for filing of the change of grade in
Sedgwick Avenue, between Cromwell Avenue and Mott

Avenue. :
(Minutes, April 24, 1878, p. 74%) .

Commissioner WETMORE then offered the following resolu-
tion : :

Resolved, That James F. Wenman, the President of the
Board of Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks,
be, and he hereby is, designated and directed by the said Board
to certify and file, as provided by law, the three similar maps
or plans and profiles, showing the grades of Sedgwick Avenue,
from Cromwell Avenue to Mott Avenue, in that portion of the
Twenty-third Ward of the City of New York, which formerly
constituted the town of Morrisania, as altered, amended and
established, and as the same have been laid out and are here-
by determined and eclassified as of the first class by the
Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks, and
which said maps, or plans and profiles, are entitled
“Plan and profiles, showing the grade of Sedgwick
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“ Avenue, from Cromwell Avenue to Mott Avenue, in the
“ Twenty-third Ward of the City of New York, as altered,
“amended, established and classified by the Commissioners of
“ of the Department of Public Parks, in pursuance of the
“ provisions of Chapters 329 and 604 of the Liaws of 1874, and
* Chapter 436 of the Liaws of 1876,” dated “ New York, April,
“24, 1878, and signed, “ E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer and
“Surveyor, &c., Department of Public Parks.”

The PrESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor
thereof, as follows: ’

Ayes—Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conove