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WEDNESDAY, MAl" 1st, IS7S. 

REGULAR MEETING-9.15 O'CLOCK. A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" 
" 

CONOVER. 

LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 24th and 26th 
days of April, 1878, were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Riverside Avenue 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, as follows: 

Hon. JAMES F. WENMAN, 

LAW DEPARTMENT, } 
OFFICE OF THE COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION, 

NEW YORK, April 24th, 1878. 

President of the Department of Public Parks: 

Sir,-In your letter to me of the seventeenth instant, you acknowledge the 
receipt of my communication of the sixteenth, and refer to the statement therein 
contained, that if the work on the piers and abutments of the bridge to be erected 
on IUverside Avenue is covered by the contract, it should be done in the manner, 
and paid for at the prices therein provided, bnt that if it is not covered by the 
contract, as the expenses will exceed one thousand dollars, it should be done under 
a new contract made at public letting. You state that some doubt exists in the 
minds of the Commissioners whetber the work on the piers and abutmcnts is or is 
not covered by the contract, and in consequence the following resolution was 
adopted on the seventtlenth instant: 

Re,olved, "That the Counsel to the Corporation be, and hereby is, requested for 
" his opinion whether the contractors for the improvement and construction of 
" Riverside Avenue are required. under the terms of their contract for said work, 
" to build the piers and abutments for the trestle work or bridge; and, if so, what 
" class of masonry work is required to be used in the construction of said piers 
" and abutments." 

So far as I have been able to discover, there is no express mention, in the con
tract fQr the improvement of Riverside AveIlue, of any bridge, Subdivision (i5, of 
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the contract, however, contaim provisions in reference to trestle work; and there 
appears to be no question that these provisions were intended by the Department, 
and understood by the contractors, to have reference to a bridge, to be erected 
across a ravine lying between Eighty.sixth and Eighty·fourth Streets, of about 
six hundred feet in width. I am informed, moreover, that the present contractors, 
as well as other persons proposing to bid for the whole work, went over the 
ground with the then Engineer of the Department of Public Parks, and it was 
fully understood that a portion of the work to be covered by the contract was a 
bridge over this ravine. The first paragraph of said subdivision 65, of the contract, 
is as follows: "The different trestle works to be put up wherever required, as will 
" be shown on plans, and as will be directed." As I am informed, the plans for 
the bridge in question were not prepared when the bids were put in nor when the 
preseut contract was signed. This fact of course made the contractors liable to be 
called on to erect a bridge according to . plans to be subsequently prepared and 
adopted by the Park Department. It does not follow, however, that the Depart
ment was at ent.ire liberty to adopt such plans for the bridge in question as it 
might see fit, because the character of those plans, and the material to be used in 
the erection of the bridge, depend, to a certain extent, upon other provisions of 
the contract. It was undoubteclly competent for the Department to prepare plaoo, 
for the bridge with abutments, and with the trestle work resting on piers, and to, 
reqnire the contractor to construct the same. Piers and abutments are usual, if 
not indispensable parts of a bridge, and under the contract it is the duty of the' 
contractors to construct the piers and abutmentll, as well as the trestle work. The, 
Department, however, cannot require the contractor to build such piers and abut-. 
ments of materials fOl' which no price was fixed in the contract. There are prices, 
fixed in the contract for "dry wall," "brick masonry," "concrete," "rubble· 
masonry" and .. timber," and such piers and abutments, as I am informed, could: 
be constrncted of either of said clas&es of masonr'y, and such abutments might be· 
constructed of timber filled in with earth. The Department can therefore require· 
the contractors to construct such pier. and abutments of' either class of masonry· 
abov~ mentioned, and require the abutments to be built of timber filled in with· 
earth. As the contract does not expressly provide which class of masonry above 
mentioned shall be used, it is in the discretion of the Department to require the 
contractors to use either rJaFs for which a price is named. 

It is proper to add, though perhaps hardly necessary, that the Department has 
not the right, under this contract, to require the contractors to construct such piers 
and abutments of any materials for which no price is fixed in the contract, nor to 
require a better class of work than is therein provided for. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours, respectfully, 

(Signed) W. C. WHl'f"EY, 
Counsel tu the Corporation. 

(Minutes, April 17, 1878, p. 728.) 

Commissioner LANE moved that said communication b~ en
tered at length on the minutes and filed. 

Adopted. 

Trees on One Hundred and Tenth Street. 

From the Commissioner of Public Works, thanking the De
partment for the permission granted to the Department of 
Public Works to plant trees on One Hundred and 'renth Street, 
between Fifth and Eighth Avenues, and stating that his desire 
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to is co-operate with this Department, not to encroach upon 
its authority. 

(Minutes, April 24, 1878, p. 745.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Art. Museum of Natura 1 Ristor y 

From the Fmance Department, stating that although this 
Department had, prior to April 24th, 1878, wade requisition 
for the issue of $950,000 of the $1,000,000 authorized to be 
issued for the construction of a Museum of Art and a Museum 
of Natural History, by Sec. 2, Chap. 290, Laws of 1871, yet the 
requisition made May 1st, 1871, for $100,000 had never been 
recognized or acted upon, and that, therefore, this Department 
should now make requisition for $150,000. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Whereas, The reqnil'lition made by the Executive Committee 
of this Board on May 1st, 1871, and which action was approved 
by the Board on September 12, 1871, for $lOO,OOO of the funds 
provided by Sec. 2, Chapter 290, Laws of 1871, has not been 
recognized or acted upon by the Comptroller of the City or by 
the Hoard of Estimate and Apportionment; therefore, 

Resolved, That the resolution of the Board, adopted at the 
meeting held April 24, 1878, making requisition upon the 
Comptroller of the City for $100,000 of said fund, be altered 
and amended to read as follows, namely: 

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of 
Public Parks of the City of New York hereby make requisi
tion upon the Comptroller of the City of New York, for the 
sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars ($ L50,UOO) for 
the construction of a Museum of Art and a Museum of Nat
ural History, as provided by Section 2, Chapter 290, Laws of 
1871. 

(Minutes, September 12, 1871, p. 20J, and April 24, 1878, p. '144.) 

The PltESIDENT put the question, whether the Board 
would agree to said preamble and resolutions, and it was deter
mined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the 
Board votjng in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 
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Tobias Lyness. 

From the Police Department, stating that a certificate of 
qualification as engineer to take charge of the steam boiler 

and engine at the Museum (the Arsenal), in Central Park, has 
been granted to Tobias Lyness. 

(Minutes, March 6, 1878, p. 649.) 

Filed. 

Horses and Carts. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that he requires 
six additional horses and carts. 

(Minutes, April 17, 1878, p. 730.) 

'rhe PllESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolve(l, That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized 

to employ six additional laborers, with horses and carts, at the 
rate of pay of $2.75 per day each. 

The PRESIDEN'l' put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, .Lane-3. 

Sewer£ in 134th and 135th Streets. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., reporting upon 
the application for sewers in One Hundred and Thirty-fourth 
Street and One hundred and Thirty-fifth Street, and recom

mending that the sewers asked for be constructed; and also 
that some additional sewers in the adjoining avenues, and es
pecially in Third Avenue, as ShOWE on a sketch accompanying 
his report, be constructed at the same time. 

Also from Mr. F. G. Brown, requesting that the sewer in 
One Hundred and Thirty-fourth Street be constructed as soon 
as practicable. 

(Minutes, April 24, 1878, p. 751.) 

The PRESIDEN'l' moved that Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, 
&c., be directed to prepare and 3ubmit plans and specifications 
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for the construction of the sewers in One Hundred and Thirty

fourth Street, One Hundred and Thirty-fifth Street, Third 

Avenue, and the adjoining avenues, as recommended by him. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Boston Road. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., stating that he 
requires the temporary services of a field party for a month or 

two, in order that the work of monumenting Boston Road may 
be proceeded with. 

Laid over. 

Also from Mr. James Williams and others, requesting that 
the monuments on said Boston Road be set as soon as pos.si

ble, and the mnps filed, in order that tho title to the road may 
be acquired and the road constructed. 

(Minutes, March 27, 1878, p. 693.) 

Laid over. 

Sewer Connections on Riverside A venue. 

From the Superintending Engineer of the work of construct

ing and improving Riverside Avenue, stating that it is no part 

of the plan of sewerage for said avenue to make provision for 
drainage or sewerage of houses along it. That the sewers only 
provide for the disposal of surface water, and recommending 

that the application of Mr. H. H. Cammann, be not granted. 
(Minntes of April 24, 1878, p. 752.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the application of Mr .. H. H. 
Cammann for permission to connect the drains from three 

houses between One Hundred and Fifth and One Hundred and 

Sixth Streets with the sewer in Riverside Avenue, be refused. 
Adopted. 
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Menagerie. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, requesting permission 
to purchase for the Menagerie some European ducks, to the 

value of $20. 
Filed. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. A. S. Bickmore, Superintendent of the American 

Museum of Natural History, forwarding to the Department a 
detailed printed report of the operations and transactions of 

the said Museum, including its receipts and payments for the 

year ending December 31, 1877, in accordance with the re
quirements of the contract made with said Museum. 

(Minutes of January 30, 1878, p. 570.) 

Filed. 

Bath House at East River Park. 

From Mr. Jacob Seabold, Jr., requesting permission to 
moor a bath house at the East River Park. 

Also from the Superintendent of Parks reporting on said 
application, and recommending that ~1r. Seabold be required 
to submit the design and drawings of the proposed bath house, 
before granting the permission asked. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Jacob Seabold, Jr., be 
requested to submit the plans and specifications of the bath

house he proposes to moor at the East River Park. 
Adopted. 

Watch-house at Third A venue Bridge. 

From Mr. R. C. Campbell, requesting that the watch-hoqse 
at the south-east (~orner of Third A venue Bridge he removed, 

as it is in front of his premises and an injury to them. 
Also from the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that said 

house is required to keep the implements used in cleaning the 
bridge, and also to shelter the bridge keeper in stormy 
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weather; and that a less objectionable site on the bridge 
could not be selected than where it is at present. 

(Minutes, June 13, 1877, p. 101.) 

Filed. 

J ames Davis. 

From }lr. James Davis, stating that he was employed by 
the late President of the Department, as Engineer in the Mu

seum of of Art building, Central Park, from December 10th to 

December 21st, 1877, at the mte of $2.50 per day, bnt that he 
has not been paid for his services, and asking the Department 
to pay him the amount due him, viz., $27.50. 

Filed. 

Museum of Art. 

From the Angell & Blake Manufacturing Company, stating 

that the heating apparatus which they have placed in the Mu
seum of Art building, as called for by their contract, was tested 

on the 14th August, 1877, and taken charge of by the em

ployes of the Department at that time. That since that date 
it has been injured by those having charge of it, and that they 
have been made repair the injuries. That their whole con
tract will be completed in a .,hort time; and they request to be 

reimbursed the amount it has cost them to make said repairs, 

and that they be held harmless as regards any further injuries. 
(Minutes, October 31, 1877, p. 371.) 

Referred to the Superintending Architect for his report. 

Earth Filling. Granite Foundation Stone. 

From Mr. J. B. Devlin, offering to furnish five thousand 
cubic yards of earth filling at the proposed site of the ConRer

vatory in Central Park, and to take in exchange therefor all the 

granite foundation stones which are lying in the Central Park. 

Filed. 
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f 

Commissioner LANE, Charirman of 
presented the following report: 

the Auditing Committee, 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Arnold COllstable & Co., cloth ......... Museum of Art ... . 

Bartlett Lamp Mfg. Co., globes .... , ... Maint. and Govmt. 

Crissey,IVm. V. & Co., camphor and 

P. and P ...... . 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps. Impt. and 

M •...••••...• 

paper ........................... Maint, and Gov. 

P. and P ...... 

Fischer, Geo. & Bros., bronze fountain .. City Parks Impt. 

F ..... 

Fischer, Geo. & Bro., Iron work .... , .. Mnseum of Art ... 

Gold & Stock Telegraph Co., rent of line,lIIaint. & Govmt. 

P. & P ....... . 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ............ lIIaint. & GO\·mt. 

1' .. &1' ....... . 

Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Surveying, Lay

ing out, etc., 23d 

and 24tb.Wards. 

Mnsenll1 Natl. Hist. 

?lluseum of Art .... 

.Tube, John P. & Co., w;lgon llJatel'ials.lIIaillt., etc., 2~(1 & 

24th Wards ..... 

King, Briggs & Co., files ............. Mai nt. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... 

Lester Oil Co., oil. .................. Maint. and Govt. 

1'. and P ..... 

Harlem R.B.,Reps. 

Impt. and M ... 

Museum Natl. lIist. 

Museum of Art •... 

$1,760 00 

$28 00 

22 00 
50 00 

7 89 

531 00 

887 00 

62 50 

$62 68 

18 25 

50 

4 13 

4 13 
89 69 

10 40 

16 77 

HO 88 

28 80 

2 70 

4 50 
56 8 
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Merchant, S. L. & Co., Portland cement.Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 
Mount's Son, H. R., brushes and brooms.Maint. 2:ld and 

24th Wards ... 

Moffatt, David & Co., leather .......... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 
N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., rent .... Maint. and Govt. 

P. &P ....... . 
Stewart, A. T. & Co., gloves, Police .... Maint. and Govmt 

P. &P ........ 

Seaman, John A., varnish, oil and 

paints .••••....••••............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ........ . 

Smith, Elward, repairing platform .... Maint. and Govmt. 

$30 00 

7 05 

7 58 

1,250 00 

78 95 

$81 50 

2 00 

83 50 

P. andP.... 250 00 

Walton Brothers, hose, oilers, waste, 

&c. • • • • • .. • • . .. . .• • ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P. • • • • • $242 38 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps. Impt., and 

M ........... 75 

Museum of Art. • . 25 

Van Winkle, E. B., petty expenses .... Surveying, laying 
out, etc., 23d & 

24th Wards .... 

Van Norden, Edw'd, asphalt paving ...• City Parks lmpt. 

Fund ......... . 

Woodward, B., agent, disinfectant ..•. , .Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ••••.. 

243 38 

24 06 

1,000 00 

16 50 

$6,493 1Ii 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance aod Government of Parks and Places....... $2,185 fjR 

Harlem River Bridges Repairs, Improvement and Mainte-

nance .. '" .....•..........•.•.•.....•••••..•• 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards ................ .. 

Surveying, laying out, &c., 23d and 24th Wards, &c .... , . 

City Parks Parks Inmprovement Fund ................. . 

Museum of Art.. . ... . .. .. .. . . .. ... . ............ " ... . 

Museum Natural History ............•.••..•.......... 

51 65 

30 6I'i 

24 56 

1,531 00 

2,655 88 

13 88 

--- $6,493 15 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of sixty-four hundred and ninety-three 

dollars and fifteen cents. 

New York, May 1st, 1878. 

SMITH E. LANE, ~ Auditing 
SAML. CONOVER, f Committee. 

'l'he above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap~ 
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Elton Avenue. Engineers' Fees. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills of Mr. E. C. Morrison, 
the late Engineer, and Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, the present Engi
neer, in cbarge of the improvements in the territory formerly 
constituting the town of Morrisania, in pursuance of proceed
ings authorized by the Board of Trustees of said town prior to 
the 1st day of January, 1874, and submit the Same to the Board 
fol-' approvllI, 
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NAME. IMPROVEMENT. 

E. C. Morrison. . . . . . . .. Regulating and GradingjElton A venue, 

from Third A venue or Boston Boad, 

AMOUNT. 

to Brook Avenue................. . $123 76 

E. B. Van Winkle ..... . Do. do. do. 236 60 

S. E. LANE, t .Auditing 
SAy'L CONOVER, f Oommittee. 

Dated New York, May 1st, 1878. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the Board do now approve 
the above mentioned bills of the engineers in charge of said 
improvement, and that the amounts thereof be certified to the 
Finance Department. 

(Minutes, March 27, 1878, p. 696.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The PRESIDENT presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks in account with 

1878. 
April 16. 
April 16} 

to 
May l. 

Smitl! E. Lane, Treasurer. 

CR. 

By balance .............................. . 

" cash received from permits ............. . 

$10 00 

30 00 

__ '_" - $40 00 
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April 16} 
to 

Ml1Y 1. 

May 1. 

DR. 

To cash paid into City Treasury .••...•• , • $20 00 

" balance... ... •... ......... ... ........ 20 00 

$40 00 

S. E. LANE, 

Treasurer D. P. P. 

NEW YORK, Wednesday, May 1, 1878. 

9.30 A.M. 

Appropriations and Expenses of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
Common Council asking for certain information concerning the 
appropriations and expenses of the ~epartment for the years 
1875, 1876, 1877 and 1878, presented a statement which he had 

prepared in reply to said resolution, and moved that he be 
authorized to transmit same to the Board of Aldermen. 

(Minutes, April 10, 1878, p. 713.) 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That requisition be, and hereby is, made upon the 

Finance Department to pay Messrs. Moran and Armstrong the 
sum of $5,Oi:l2.41, being the amount of the judgment recovered 
by them against the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the 
City of New York for extra work performed by them upon the 
Museum of Art building, and that same be charged to the fund 
provided by Section 2, Chapter 290, Laws of 1871. 

(Minutes, April 24, 1878, p. 744.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 
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Telegraph Line. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That the agreement with the Gold and Stock Tele

graph Company to supply and keep in order the telegraph 
lines between the general office of this Department at 36 Union 
Square and the Central Park, be renewed from May 1st, 1878, 
until December 31st, 1878, upon the same terms and conditions 
as the former agreement with said company, and that the 
President be authorized to sign such an agreement on behalf 
of this Department. 

(Minutes, January 2, 1878, p. 484.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, amajority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Aye8-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Copies of books, accounts, maps, ,,"c. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, rrhat all applications for copies of any book, ac

count, paper, drawing, plan or map in the Department shall be 
first presented to the Board for their action; and employes of 
the Department are hereby prohibited from furnishing copies 
thereof or allowing copies to be made, except upon the order 
of the Board. 

(Minutes, December 3, 1873, p. 436.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said reRolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting III 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Aye8-Commissioners Wen man, Conover, Lane-3. 

William Cushing. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That Mr. William Cushing be, and he is hereby, 

appointed a chainman to act as an Inspector upon the work 
of constructing and improving Riverside Avenue, and that his 
pay be fixed 8t the rate of $78 per month. 

(Minutes, March 20, 1878, p. 684.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane -3. 

Sidney H Conklin. Owen Delaney. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That gate-keepers Sidney H. Conklin and Owen 

Delaney be, and they are hereby, promoted and appointed 
patrvlmen on the police force. 

(Minutes, January 9, 1878, p. 514, and April 10, 1878, p. 724.) 

The PRESIDENT p~t the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Carpenters. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the following named carpenters in the em

ployment of the Department be discharged from and after 
Saturday, the 4th inst., namely, Blackburn B. Pew, James 
Lysaght, Thomas F. Roche, Michael F. McCarthy, Robert 
Hunter and Eugene Harris. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 11.30 
o'clock A. M. to meet on Wednesday, the 8th day of May, 1878, 
at 9.15 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA'I', MAY 8th, 1878. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 

" 
" 

CONOVER. 
LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 1st instant were 
read and approved. 

W m. Cushing. 

On motion of Commissioner CONOVER the order of business 
was suspended, and he moved that the resolution adopted on 
the 1st instant, and printed on page 13 of the minutes, 
appointing Mr. William Cushing, a chainman to act as 
inspector, be reconsidered. 

(Minutes, May 1, 1878, p. 13.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of aU the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Lane-I. 
Commissioner CONOVER then offered the following resolution 

as a substitute thereof : 
Resolved, That Mr. William Cushing be, and he hereby is, 

appointed a Ohainman upon the work of constructing a.ud 
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improving Riverside Avenue, from the 1st May, 1878, and that 
his pay be fixed at the rate of $78 per month. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 
The order of business was th.en resumed, and the following 

communications were presented and read: 

Ellis Place, &c.-Public Streets. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, as follows: 

Hon. JAMES F. IVENMAN, 

LAW DEPARTMENT, } 
OFFICE OF THE COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION, 

NEW YORK, May 2d, 1878. 

Prtsident of the Depa,.tment of Public Pa,.ks : 
Sir,-In your letter to me of the eighteenth of February last, you state the fol. 

lowing facts: 
In May, 1853, the then owners of the portion of the Twenty.third Ward, 

known as West Morrisania, filed a map in the office of the Register of Westchester 
Cuunty, at Whiteplains, on which the streets colored yellow on the sketch 
enclosed with your letter are shown. The deeds of the property fronting desig. 
nate them as streets, and the authorities of the old town of Morrisania worked 
them, but no record can be found of their having been accepted by the Commis· 
sioners of Highways. . 

The Commissioners appointed by Chapter 841 of the Laws of 1868, filed a map 
on the twenty.third day of February, 1871, the streets on which are shown on 
said sketch as dotted lines. This map also laid out Girard A venue, Ellis Place, 
Cedar Street and W iJliam Street (the latter two now being known as One Hundred 
and Sixty.first Street), on the "arne lines as the former map filed in 1853. 

Mott Avenue (formerly Walton Avenue) was changed by the Commission of 
1868, but was changed back again to its original lines by your Department, under 
authority of Section 14, of Chapter 329, of the Laws of 1874, and Chapter 604 of 
the Laws of 1874. The streets colored yellow on said sketch are those actually 
in existence, and you desire my opinion whether they are now public streets, 
which the Department should maintain and keep in proper order. 

The act, Chapter 84l of the Laws of 1868, referred to in your letter, was an 
aet for the laying out, opening and closing of streets, roads and avenues in the 
town of Morrisania, in the County of Westehester, and authorized certain Com· 
missioners therein named, to exercise the power and authority conferred by that 
act. Said Commissioners were anthorized to layout streets, roads and avenues 
in said town, of such width, extent and direction, and of such grades as they 
should see fit. They were authorized to adopt and retain or reject such high. 
ways, streets, roads or avenues, or portions thereof, as had been previously laid 
out and opened, and had been in u~e, or should have beAn dedicated to public use, 
though not in actual use in said town, as they should think proper. They were 
required to file maps showing such highways, streets, roads or avenues, or POl'. 
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tions thereof, as should be retained and adopted, and such as should be rejected 
by them. Section 2 of said act, contained among other things, the following: 

"And such of said highways, streets, roads or avenues, or portions thereof, 
"as shall be rejected by said Commissioners, shall cease to be snch, and shall be 
" closed from and after the filing of such maps; except that such as are at that 
•. time public highways shall not be closed until after the payment of any dam
"ages that may be awarded to parties owning lots fronting thereon, or on the 
" portion thereof sought to be closed, ie any proceedings that may be taken 
"under the provisions of this act, or any other law of this State, for closing Buch 
"high ways, or portions thereof, without the consent of such owners." 

Under this statute, wh~n the Commissioners thereby appointed, filed their 
map On February 23, 1871, the streets on the map filed by the property owners 
in 1858, which were not .• hown on said map of the Commissioners, became closed, 
unless, at the time of the filing of said last-mentioned map, they were public 
highways. The question therefore is, ,whether the streets shown on said map of 
.the property owners, or any of them, were, at the time of the filing of said map by 
said Commissioners, public highways, and this question it is difficult to auswer, 
withont further information than is contained in your letter. 

The filing of the map by the property owuers iu 1853, did not make the por
tions of land, exhibited thereon as streets, public highways, nor did the execution 
of deeds by such property owners, bonnding the property thereby conveyed by 
Buch streets, have that effect. The law in relation to this question is clearly 
stated by Judge Harris in the opinion renderpd by him in the case of Olements vs. 
The Village of West Troy (16 Barbour, 252). The learned judge said: 

.. The original proprietors, when they divided their land into lots, made a 
H map, npon which they designated the alley in qnestion, and upon a sale of lots 
H bounded them upon the alley thus desig·nated. As between the original pro
H prietors, and those to whom they conveyed, this act of the proprietors accrued 
.. a right of way. But the alley thus designated, and in respect to which the pur
H chasers of the lots had acquired an indefensible right of w""y, did not therefore 
H become a public highway. The dedication must be accepted, the highw,.y mnst 
H be laid onto Until this is done, the alley would rem lin the property of the 
.. original proprietors, subject to a right of way in those who had taken deeds of 
H lots bounded upon the alley. * * * * * The defendants in this case do 
.. not pretend that any legal proceedings have ever been taken for the pnrpose of 
H making the alley a public highway. They rely entirely upon the acts of the 
H original proprietors, amounting to a dedicatior:. They insi,;t that 011 and after 
H such ceding, dedication, giving, appropriation and setting apart, the aHey be
H came and was, and has continued to be, a public highway, fot· all legal intents 
.. and purposes, In this they are mist ,ken. Before they can exercise the right 
H to ,'egulate the alley as a public highway of the villag'e, they mu;;t ratify the 'aCL 

.. by which it was dedicated to the me of the public. They mlBt accept the gift.. 
H This can only be done by in,tituting the proceedings which the law has p"<) 
H scribed for laying out and opening public high ways in the village." 

In the case of The Oi~q of Oswego a;,pt. "J'he Olwego OJ"",l Oompany (2 Selden, 
268), Ruggles, Oh. J., in delivering the opinion of the Court of Appeals, said: 

.. Any individual may layout a way or thoroughfare through his own land, 
H and may dedicate it as such to the public use. But such dedication does not im
.. pose upon the towns in which the land, Jie tile dnty of improving or keeping in 
.. repair as a public highway, the land, so dedicated. Tilis will conclusively ap
"pear from a reference to the provisions which have been in force in Oul' highw,ty 
" acts for half a century. The power of laying ont, altering and discontinuing, 
.. highways has been confert'ed exclusively on the Commissioners of Hi~hways ot 
.. the respective towns. It has b',en their duty to cause to be described and reo 
H corded in the Town Clerk's office all pnblic highway;; not already OU rec()r~, to 
.. assess highway labor upon the inhabit.ants of the town, to divide the town llltO 
" road districts, to assign a due proportion of the labor to each district. It was 
"the evident inteut of these statutes that the labor assessed should be bestowed 
• excluBively upon the highways established by the town authorities, and re-
• corded in the Town Clerk's office," 
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It is evident, from these decisions, that the streets in question did not become 
public highways by reason of the acts of the owners of the property through 
which they were laid out, and considered with reference to the doctrines laid 
down in these cases, it would also seem to be very doubtful whether any action 
was ever taken by the town authorities of Morrisania, which had the effect of con
verting such streets into public highways. The only fact stated in your letter is 
that said streets were worked by the town authorities of Morrisania. You do 
not, however, state whether the streets were originally regulated and graded, or 
whether they were merely repaired by the town authorities, nor when the work, 
whatever it was, was- d"",,; and you do state that no record can be found showing 
that such stre-cls were ever accepted by the Commissioners of Highways. It would 
seem, from the language used in the decisions referred to, that it was necessary 
not only that such streets should have been accepted by the Commissioners of 
Highways, but that some record of such acceptance should have been made in the 
office of the Town Clerk. Up to the year 1864 the general laws of the State in 
regard to public highways were applicable to the town of Morrisania, and I do not 
see how, during the period between 1853, when the property owners filed their 
map, and the year 1864, such streets could have become public highways, unless 
a record thereof was properly made in the Town Clerk's office as required by such 
general statutes. In 1864 an act was passed creating a Board of Trustees for the 
town of l'iIorrisania, which act was in the nature of a special charter for that town. 
It was thereiu provided that the Board of Trustees should have the powers of 
Comruissionprs of Highways, and section 54 of the act authorized such Trustees to 
accept as a street or highway in said town any street theretofore laid out through 
any lands in mid town by the owners of the land through which the same should 
pass, and which should have been voluntarily ceded or dedicated to public use as 
a street 01' highway by such owners. Said section provided that before acting in 
such matter the Trustees should giye public notice iu a newspaper published in 
said town, describing the street; and unless a remonstrance signed by a majority 
of owners of the land on the line of the same, should be presented, the Trustees 
should be at liberty to adopt a resolution declaring such street to be laid out and 
oponcd, and the same should thenceforward become a public street or highway. 
This act contained no provision requiring any record of the acceptance of such 
street to be filed with the Town Clerk, nor in any other public office, and it is 
possible, therefore, that between the years 1864 and 1871 a resolution may haye 
been adopted by the Board of Trustees accepting the streets, or some of them, 
shown on the map filed by said property owners in 1853, and declaring the same 
to be public highways. If such resolution was adopted, it would follow that the 
streets sholVn on the property owners' map were public highways in 1871, when 
the map was filed pursuant to the Act of 1868, and unless legal proceedings were 
taken to close the satlle they continued to be public highways down to the time of 
the passage of the annexation acts If no .uch resolution was ever adopted, and 
if no record of the ac'ceptance of such streets prior to 1874 by the Commissioners 
of Highways was made in the Town Clerk's office, it would follow that such 
streets neYer became, and are not now, public highways. 

In the absence of more definite information I cannot ae! vise the Department 
positively as to whether such streets arc or are not highways at the present time, 
nor aR to whether it is the duty of the Department to keep the same in repair. I 
should suppose information in regard to the matter might be obtained from some 
of the owners of property fronting on such streets, or from some of the former 
officials of the town of Morrisania, and I w(,uld respectfully suggest that, if the 
Depal·tment deems the matter of sufficient importance, it should cause thorongh 
and careful inquiry to be made of such property owners and officials. If after 
such inquiry no fact can be ascertained, except that the town authorities repaired 
such streets, I am of the opinion that the Department will be under no obligation 
to recognize such streets as public highways, nor to keep the same in repair. 

I would also suggest that perhaps the shortest and easiest way out of the diffi
culty will be for the Department to file a map under the acts, Chapters 329 and 
and 604 of the Laws of 1874, showing the streets which, in th e opinion of the De 
partment, should be retained and those which, in its opinion, should be closed. 

I am, sir, yours, respectfully, 
W. C. WHITNEY, 

Oounsel to the Oorporation. 
(Minutes, February 6, 18'78, p.582.) 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be printed 
at length in the minutes and filed. 

Adopted. 

Matthew Weeks. Public Place at Fordham. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, in reply to a com
munication from the President, as follows: 

Hon. JAMES F. WENMAX, 

LAW DEPARTMENT, } 
OFFICE OF THE COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION, 

NEW YORK, May 3d, 1877. 

President of the Drpartrnent of Public PaI·ks. 

Sir,-I duly received your letter of the fifteenth of March last, enclosing a 
report of Mr. J. J. R. Croe8, Civil and Topographical Engineer, concerning the 
occupation of a public place by Mr. Matthew Weeks. You state that when Mr. 
Weeks first took possession of the ground, in November, 1877, he was served 
with a notice from t.he then Pj'esident of your Department, dated 27th November, 
1877. a copy of which you enclose, but that no action has since been taken, and 
Mr. Weeks has continued to occupy the premises. You request to be advised 
whether the Park Department has the authority to eject Mr. Weeks forcibly, by 
the park police; and if it has not, what other means should be taken to recover 
possession of the property. 

It appears from the report of Mr. Crocs, referred to in your letter, that the 
property in question is a triangular plot of ground at the intersection of the 
Kingsbridge Road, Bayard Street and Delancey Place at Fordham. in the Twenty
fourth Ward. Said plot belonged to the estate of the l~everend William Powell, 
being part of what was known as the Union Hill farm. This farm was divided 
among the heirs of said Powell in 1849, by Commissioners of Partition, and the 
report of Peter Seton Henry, Referee in the matter, was confirmed by the 
Supreme Court, October lOth, 1850. On the map accompanying that report said 
plot was marked" public." In all the deeds executed by the admiuistrator of Mr. 
Powell, under order of the court, said plot is particularly referred to as one to be 
used as an open place or park. On another map of the Union Hill farm, filed in 
the Register's Office, January 6th, 1851, said plot is shown as a public place, and 
also on a sale map of the property filcd July 18th, 1853. The various deeds 
executed by the administrator of said Powell to purchasers of lots on the Union 
Hill farm contain, among other things, the following provision: 

After the description of the lot. .. And also the right of using in common, as 
.. aforesaid." namely with the other part owners of the Union Hill farm, the lot 
laid down on said map, and marked with a letter A, as an open place or park, "it 
.. being intended to k~ep the said lot marked A, for the common use of the 
" several owners of said premises, and at their mutual expense." 

Said plot has been considered a public park or place for the last twenty-nine 
years, and a short time before tbe passage of the annexation acts it was graded 
and fenced, and flagging laid by the authorities of WesG Farms, at an expense of 
about elevcn hundred dollars. 

It does not necessarily follow from the facts above set forth, that the plot in 
question ever became a pllblic park or place of the town of West Farm;;. The 
legal "Iract of the provision above quoted, contained in the deeds to the various 
purchasers of the lots in the Union Hill farm. was to give to each of them an 
easement or right to use such plot as an open park or place, leaving the fee of the 
land in the heir" of the representatives of Mr. Powell. The object of the ad· 
ministrator of Mr. Powell was not to establish a public park or place, for the use 
of all the inhabitants of West Farma, hut a private park or place for the use of 
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those persons who should become purchasers of lots in said farm, and the deed 
expressly provided that such park or place was to be kept up and maintained at 
the expense of said purchasers. It is donbtful whether, under these circum
stances, such plot of ground ever became, or could become by dedication a public 
park or place, of the town of West Farms. Ordinarily, when a plot of ground 
is set apart for a private park, and the purchasers of lots fronting thereon ac
quire an easement or right to use it, and thereupon ir.uprove and maintain the 
same at their own expense, the general public does not acquire a right to use 
snch a plot as a public park. The fact that the authorities of the town of West 
Farms, prior to the passage of the annexation acts, fenced in awl i nproved said 
plot is not conclusive. I have made some inquiries in relation to the matter, "nd 
I am informed by persons who resided at Fordham before its annexation to this 
City, and who still reside there, and who are familiar with matters of this charac
ter, that at the time when said plot wa~ so improved by the town aut.horities, it 
was considered by them and by other persons, to be doubtful whether the town 
authorities had the right to treat said plot of ground as a public park or place, 
and to improve the same at the public expense. But even if no such doubt had 
existed, the acts of the Town authOl'ities, if unauthorized. would not have the 
legal effect of changing a private into a public park. The most that Ccln be 
claimed would be that the town authorities would be supposed to be familiar with 
th e facts in relation to the matter. and that they w0l1ld not improve such a plot 
at the publ\c expense, unless it had in some way become a public park or place. 
I do not think, however, that snch presumption can be regarded as sufficent, 
under the circumstance~. to prove that said plot was a public park or place, at 
the time of the passage of the annexation acts. 

It seems quite likely that MI'. Weeks is a mere trespa"ser, and has no right to 
occupy said park or place. Each owner of a lot purchased from the administrator 
of Powell has a right to use such plot as an opeu park or place, and the only 
possible way in which Weeks could acquire the legal right to build a sh~nty 
thereon, and occupy the same, woulJ be uuder permis8ion obtained from the heirs 
of Powell, in whom the fee is still vested, and from each of the pre"ent owners of 
the several lots which formed the Union Hill farm. It is in the highest degree 
improbable that he has obtained any such permission, and he is doubtless, there
fore, a mere trespasser. If the Department, without a breach of the peace, could 
pull down the shanty I Jo not see that Weeks could obtain any redt'ess fur such 
action on the part of the Department. If, however. 'Veeks should resist, and a 
breach of the peace should result, Ot' if any assault should be committed by the 
officers of the Department npon him, such officers might become civilly and cl'im
in ally liable. 

Under these circunistances I do not feel at liberty to ad vise that the Depart
ment &hould cause auy action to be taken for the purpose of summarily ejecting 
Weeks. and tearing" down his shanty. If any of the heirs of Powell, or the pres
ent owners of the lots which formed a portion of the Union Hill farm, should see 
fit, J have no doubt that they can institute a criminal prosecution against W ceks, 
under what are called the Squatter Acts, and can procure his punishment iu such 
proceeding. and can also. on giving due notice, obtain the right to teal' down and 
remove his shanty. 

I would. howevet'. respectfully suggest that, so far as the Department is con
cerned, the destruction of the shanty and the removal of Weeks from the premises 
can be obtained in an easy and effective manner. I have been recently informed 
by you that a map has been filed under the authority of Chapters 329 and 604 of 
the Laws of 1874, upon which saiel plot of grouud is shown as a public place. 

The Department can, therefore, cause proceedings to be taken at once to acquire 
title to said plot, and when the title has been so acquired in the manner provided 
by law Mr. Weeks can, of course. be snmrrulrily ejected by the Department, lind 
his shanty pulled down. as the said plot will then be one of the public pllrks of 
the City. I shall be happy to institute snch proceedings UPOll the request of the 
Department, and to expedite the same so far as shall be in my power. 

I am, sir, 
Yours respectfnlly, 

W. C. WHITNEY, 
Counsel to the Corporation. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be printed 

at length in the minutes and filed. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. Must'um of Natural History. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor

tionment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution, which 
had been adopted by that Board on the 3d inst., namely: 

"Resolved, That the Comptroller be, and he is hereby, autho!'ized to issue from 
" time to time, as may bo requirod, and at such rates of interest as he may de
" termine, not exceeding" seven per cent. per annum, . Museum of Natural History 
" Stock,' authorized by Chapter 290, Laws of 1871, amounting to $100,000, as per 
" requisition of the Department of Public Parks." 

(Minutes, May 1st, 1878, p. 3.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History, 

From the Superintending Architect, forwarding the f?Ilowing 
bills for extra work done at the Museum of Natural History, 
VIZ. : 

Mr. Elward Smith, carpenter ........ '" . . .. . ..... $224 14 
Messrs. Shaw & Venn, painters. . . . . . ... . . .. .. . . . . . 73 21 

And reporting that the work was done by direction of Mr. 
A. S. Bickmore, Superinteudont of the American Museum of 

Natur~l History, and that it had been executed in a satisfactory 
manner. 

The PRESIDENT mo\ed that said bills be approved, and their 
payment authorized. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said reRolution, and it was determined ill the affirma

tive, a majority of all the mmnbers of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners ",T enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Meteorologioal Reports. 

From the Director of the Observatory, requesting permis. 
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sion to furnish meteorological data to the daily papers, Health 
Department, Law Department, and Observatories. 

(Minutes, JIIay 1, 1878, p. 13.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the permission, requested by the 

Director of the Observatory, be granted. 
Adopted. 

Menagerie. 

From the Director of the lVIenagerIe, requesting permIssIon 

to exchange two lambs, one or two days old, for a pair of 

European ducks, valued at $10. 

(Minntes, May 1, 1878, p. 6.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Director of the Menagerie 
be granted permission to make the exchange requested. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Third Avenue Bridge over Harlem River. 

From the J. L. Mott Iron Works, offering to place in posi
tion, under Third Avenue Bridge, Harlem River, six wheels, 
belonging to the Department, for the sum of $341. Also, to 
furnish and place in position, at the same time, any additional 
number required, for the sum of $65 for each wheel. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Treasurer be autllOrized to issue an order 

to the J. L. Mott Iron Works, to place in position, under 
the Third Avenue Bridge Harlem River, six wheels, now 
belonging to the Department, for a sum not exceeding $341. 
Also, to make, furnish and place in proper position, under 
said Third Avenue Bridge, such an additional number of new 
wheels, not exceeding six, as may be necessary, and at a cost 
not e~ceeding $65 for e&ch wheel, 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners WenmAn, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

East River Park. 

From Mr. William A. Carsey, offering to lay a water-tight 
pavement on the floor of the large platform on East River 
Park, for the sum of $100. 

(Minutes, April 3, 18'18, p. '103.) 

Referred to the Superintendent of Parks for his report. 

Concord Avenue. 

From Mr. E. B. Fellows and five other property owners in 
the vicinity of Concord Avenue, in the Twenty-third Ward, 
stating that the grading of said avenue will render the culverts 
at One Hundred and Sixty-fifth Street worthless and that in 
consequence the adjoining lots will be flooded and the health 
of the neighborhood endangered. 

Also from Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer in charge, report
ing that the evil anticipated by Mr. Fellows and the other own
ers of property will not exist after the gra.ding of the avenue is 
completed, as a culvert is to be built across the avenue at One 
Hundred and Sixty-fifth Street, which will take the surface water 
from One hundred and sixty-fifth street and the adjacent lots. 

Filed. 

Tompkins Square. 

From Mr. Edward Van Orden, President of the Swiss 
Asphalte Rock Paving Co., offering to complete the paving of 
the north-west corner of Tompkins Square with Neuchatel 
or Swiss Asphalte rock, laid upon a Portland cement concrete. 
foundation, for $2.90 per square yard. 

Filed. 
4 
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Manhattan Turtle Club. 

From Mr. George Green, President of the Manhattan Turtle 
Club, requesting permission for said club to give their stated 
breakfasts and dinners at the High Bridge Park Hotel. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the permission requested by Mr. 
George Green be granted. 

Adopted. 

Battery Park. 

From Mr. Daniel Patterson, requesting permIssIOn to place 
a soda water fountain and stand at the foot of Whitehall street 
adjoining the Battery Park. 

(Minutes, January 9 1878, p. 515.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said application be refused. 
Adopted. 

Camera Obscura. 

From Mr. W. R. McCord, Jr., requesting permission to erect 
a Camera Obscura in Central Park. 

(Minutes, April 18, 1877, p. 761.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that said application be re
fused. 

Adopted. 

Brook Avenue Sewer Plans. 

From Mr. Frank E. Towle, Engineer for Messrs. Jones & 

McQuade, contractors for Brook Avenue sewer, requesting per
mission to copy the plans pertaining to said sewer. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the permission requested by Mr. 
Towle be granted. 

Adopted. 

Bronze Drinking Fountain. 

From Mr. D. Willis James, as follows: 

Hon. SMITH E. LANE, 
NEW YORK, April 29, 1878. 

Commissioner oj Parks. 
DEAR SIR: 

I have the honor to submit through you to the Board of Commissioners 
of Public Parks, a proposition for the erection of a Bronze Drinking Fountain in 
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one of the public Parks of the City of New York, which if accepted by your 
honorable body, I propose to donate to the City. 

The fountain is now being modelled in Stuttgart, in the Kingdom of Wnrtc:ll· 
burg, by Prof. Adolph Doundorf, Professor of Sculpture in the Art Academy of 
that city. 

Upon a granite basis four feet in height, approachable by steps on four sides, 
rises a pedestal of bronze seven feet high, provided with basins and cups; and 
upon this pedestal rises a group of bronze seven feet in height, representing a 
mother bringing her two children to a fountain. 

That the entire scnlptural work will be executed in the highest style of art, 
there is sufficient assurance in the name of Prof. Doundorf, the pupil of the late 
Ernest Reitschel, the sculptor of the famous Luther monument, at Worms, and the 
chief artist in the completion of that great work after the dea~h of his master. 

Prof. Doundorf has in hand, besides the proposed fountain, several great monu· 
mental works commemorative of some of the most distinguished men of the present 
time, among whom may be mentioned Peter Cornelius and Sebastian Bach. 

He is pronounced by Prof. William Liibke, whose name has lately become 
widely known in this country through his "History of Art," to be one of t.he 
ablest sculptors in Germany, and I may add that this distinguished historian and 
critic, having seen thc model of the proposed fouutaiu, has expressed his highest 
approval of its artistic excellence and its fitness to the purpose contemplated. 

Having carefully looked at varions localities in the City, and it being my 
earnest desire as far as practicable to promote the benefit of the large masses of 
the people who rarely find it possible to visit Central Park, and likewise to put a 
work of art of the first quality within easy access of the more cultivated classes, I 
have decided to request'the Commissioners of Public Parks to allow the erection 
of the fountain on tIre west side of Union Square, between Fifteenth and Seven· 
teenth streets,iftne site shall seem in their wisdom to be advantageous to the 
public good. 

I will add that the contract with the artist provides for the completion of the 
fountain in time for its erection in New York about eighteen months from the 
present date, and as I shall shortly receive from Prof. Doundorf plans and specifi
cations for the granite basis, which must be in readiness upon the arri val of the 
bronze work I should he gratefnl for as prompt a response to my application as 
may be consistent with the convenience of the Board. 

I remain, your obedient Mrvant, 
D. WILLIS JAMES. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the muuificent gift of Mr. D. Willis James, 
to the City, of a bronze drinking fountJ,in and a granite pedestal, 
to be placed on one of the parks, be, alld hereby is, accopted . 
with the thanks of the Commissioner~ of the Department; and 
that it be referred to the Treasurer to examiue, !tud report upon 
a suitable site for said fountain. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
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examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Beach, Son & Co., seed. . . .. . • .. . . .• .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ............. Maint., etc., 23d &; 

24th Wards .... 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•.... 

City Parks Impt. 

F ..••......... 

Devlin, J. B., graveL •..... '" ..••••.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .....• 

Douglass, W. P., rent Mus. of Art •..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Gillespie, H. S., coal. ...........•.••.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ...•.... 

City Parks Impt. 

F ............ . 

Gordon, Robt., expenses Mus. of Art ... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Harlem Gas Light Company, meter gas. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..•... 

Hazard Powder Co., blasting powder .... Maint., etc., 23d & 

24th Wards ... 

Jones, Chas. and Thomas P. McQuade, 

materials and labor. . . . . . .. . ..•.... Brook Ave. sewer, 

Milliken, David, sawdust .............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Mott, J. L., iron works, mangers, grates, 

&c. . . .. .. . ..................... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....•. 

City Parks Impt. 

.1<' ••••••••••••• 

O'Donnell, .John, milk ...••...•....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Parsons & Sons Co., trees ........ '" .•. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

$0 38 

$35 51 

12 00 

4 00 

In 51 

899 85 

2,00000 

$23 94-

1 20 

25 14-

1,690 '15 

25 5'1 

6 30 

7,306 74 

15 00 

$44 00 

81 23 

125 23 

9 60 

71 25 
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Shaw & Venn, painting seats 0 0 ••••••••• Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Seaman, John A., white lead and oil ..• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... _ 

Scott, Do, fish ....... " .. " ....•. " ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Slote & Janes, binding ................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..•... 

Smith, F. W., tiling .......... 0 ....... Mnseum of Art .. . 

Walton Bros., scythes, screws, &c 0 0 •••• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Wheatly, R. R., hay, oats and straw .... Maint., etc., 23d & 

24th Wards .... 

Young, Chas. C., bread ............... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. & P ....... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Governmeut of Parks and Places. • . $5,446 48 

Maintenance. etc., 23d and 24th Wards.................. 78 63 

City Parks Improvement Fund .....•• '. . . .. . . .. . . .. • • . 86 43 

Brook Avenue Sewer................................. 7,306 74 

Museum ot Art ....•.....•.......•.•........ , • . .. . . . . 7,360 00 

528 00 

10 50 

11 70 

6 00 

7,360 00 

48 94 

36 82 

49 00 

$20,278 28 

$20,278 28 

Amountiug in the aggregate to the sum of twenty thousand two hundred aud 

soventy-eight dollars and twenty-eight cents. 

S. E. LANE, } Audit·;ng 
SAM'L CONOVER, Committe,. 

NKW YORK, May 8th, 1878. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, "\Vetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Commissioner CONOVER, from the Auditing Committee, pre
sented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Nicholas H. Decker and Geo. W. Quin-

tard, materinls and labor ..•....... Improvement and 

Construction Riv-

erside Avenue... $9,141 14 

$9,141 14 

Amount.ing in the aggregate to the sum of nine thousand one hundred and 

rort,y-one dollarB and fourteen cents. 

NEW YORK, May 8th, 1878. 

SAM'L. CONOVER, 

Auditing Committee. 

The above mentioned bill having been read and passed on, 
the President moved that the Board do now approve it, and 
that the Secretary be directed to transmit it to the Finance 

Department for payment. 

'fhe PRESIDENT put the question, whether th'e Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the penalties for the non-completion of the 

work of improving and constructing Riverside Avenue, on or 
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before the 31st October, 1877, the time stipulated in the con· 
tract, be, and hereby are, remitted up to the 1st day of May, 
1878. 

(Minutes, April 3, 1878, p. 709.) 

The PREsIDEN'r put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all t.he members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Minutes. 

The PRESIDENT oflered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That twenty copies of the minutes and documents 
of the Department, for the year ending April 30, 1878, be 
bound in a convenient form for the use of the members of the 
Board. 

(Mi1l11tes, May 23, 1878, p. 66.) 

The PRESIDENT put the qu'estion, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

H. Bertnolf, BrVge-tender, Central Bridge. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the salary of H. Bertholf, bridge-tender of Ccm
tml Bridge, over Harlem lEver, be fixed at the rate of $1,000 pOl' 

aunum, frow May 1, 1878, and that he be required to furnish 
all labor necessary for opening and closing the draw and keep
ing the bridge clean, at his own expense. 

(Minutes, Feb. 14,1877, p.618.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of t:te Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners vVonman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

~ 



30 [Wedne"day, May 8, 1878. 

Mowers. 

The PRESIDENT stated that on account of the rapid growth 

of the grass he had been obliged to employ two mowers in ad

dition to those already authorized. 
(Minutes, April 17, 1878, p. 730.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the action of the Presi
dent in employing two additional moWers be approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--Commissioners Wenman, vVetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

City Hall Park, Stands, &c. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That it be, and hereby is, referred to the Treas

urer to confer with the Post Office authorities in relation to 
the removal of the stands and other encroachments on the 
City Hall Park, at the north of the New Post Office. 

Adopted. 

Quarterly Report. 

The PRESIDENT presented the report of the transactions of 
the Department, for the three months ending March 31st, 1878, 
and moved that he be authorized to sign and transmit same to 

his Honor the Mayor. 
(Minutes, January 30, 1878, p. 571.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11 : 30 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 15th inst., at 9: 15 
o'clock A. M. 

WM.IRWIN, 

Secretar'!l D, p. p. 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY lath, 1878. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK, A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 
" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 8th inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Streets, etc, in the 23d and 24th WardB. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the 
Department to the condition of the following street pavements, 
etc., in the 'l'wenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, viz.: 

Street pavement, Third Avenue between One hundred and for
ty-sixth and One hundred and fifty-ninth Streets. 
Street crossing. Third Avenue and Brook Avenue. 
Side of street along the water front of Tibbitt's Brook. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twen
ty-fourth Wards. 

Drinking Fountain. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending that a 
drinking fountain be erected at the entrance to Oentral Park at 
Fifth Avenue and Fifty-ninth street, and estimating the cost of 
a suitable fountain of cast iron at $75. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to have a suitable cast iron drinking fountain erected 
near the carriage stand at the entrance to the Central Park, at 
Fifty-ninth street and Fifth Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

East River Park. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the propo
sition of Mr. Wm. A. Carsey, to lay a water-tight pavement on 
the floor of the large platform in East River Park, for the sum 
of $100, and stating that the price at which he offers to do the 
work is a low Olie, and recommending that, if he be given an 
order, it be on condition that the pavement be tested for 90 

days before payment is made. 
(Minutes, May 8, 1878, p. 23.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the subject of having 
a water-tight pavement laid on the floor of said platform be re
ferred to the President, with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Jerome Avenue. 

From the Superintend6nt of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, stating that he will require the services of eight 
extra double teams, and an engineer to work the engine and 
pump, while watering Jerome Avenue during the coming racing 
season. 

(Minutes, Oct. 31, 1877, p. 367.) 

Laid over. 
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Drains at Fordham. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., stating that it 
is desirable to make covered drains in some places where the 
plans for the drainage near Fordham in the Twenty-fourth 
Ward shows open drains. 

Also that there is a swamp hole just outside the limit of the 
district being drained, which should be drained by a short 
blind dt ain. 

(Minutes, April 10, 1878, p. 719.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said communication be 
referred to the Counsel to the Corporation for his opinion 
whether the Department has the power to make the changes in 
the plan of the drains, and to order the additional work recom
mended. 

Adopted. 

Brook A venue Sewer. 

From Mr. K B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., requesting per
mission to give Messrs. Jones & McQuade, contractors for 
Brook Avenue sewer, copies of their monthly estimates. 

The PRESIDEN1' moved that the permission requested be 
granted. 

Adopted. 

Riverside Park. 

From Mr. F. A. Calkins, Assistant Engineer, giving a list of 
advertisements painted on the rocks on Morningside Park. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said communication be 
refened to the President. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. John Taylor Johnston, President of the Metropol
itan Museum of Art, requesting that netting be placed in the 
upper windows of the Museum of Art building, to keep spar
rows from entering the building. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 
directed to have proper wire netting placed in the upper win
dows of said building. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Decoration Day. 

From General Nelson Cross, Chairman of the Memorial 
Committee of the Grand Ar~y of the Republic, requesting 
permission to decorate the statues of Washington, Lincoln, 
and Lafayette, on Decoration Day, and asking the Department 
to assist in doing so. 

CommisRioner WETMORE moved that said communication 
and the subject of decorating the various. statues in the parks 
on Decoration Day be }'eferred to the President, with power. 

(Minutes, May 23, 1877, p. 61.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined' in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members voting in favor thereof, as 
follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Lane.-3. 

Riverside Park. 

From Mr. Patrick Mangan, offering twenty dollars for the 
privilege of cutting the grass on Riverside Park, between One 
Hundred and Twenty-fifth and One Hundred 'and Twenty
ninth Streets, for the three summer months, 

Commissioner LANE moved that Mr. Patrick Mangan be 
given permission to cut and take the grass on Riverside Park, 
from One Hundred and Twenty-fifth to One Hunclred and 
Twenty-ninth Street, until September 1st, 1878, on his paying 
the sum of twenty dollars therefor. 

Adopted. 
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Third Avenue Bl'idge~Soda Water Stand. 

From Mr. Wm. Lundie, asking permission to place a Soda 
Water Stand in the rear of the house of the Bridge Tender of 
Third A venue Bridge over Harlem River. 

Referred to the Superintendent of Parks for his report. 

James Davis. 

From Mr. James Davis, requesting payment for his services as 
Steam Engineer in the Museum of Art building, from Decem
ber 10th to December 21st, 1877. 

(Minutes, May 1,1878, p. 7.) 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mr. James Davis, who worked as a Steam 
Engineer in the Museum of Art building, from December 10th 
until DeceJIlber 21st, 1877, be paid on the next pay roll for the 
time he so worked, at the rate of $2.50 pel' day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree with said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of aU the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Am. Dist. Telg. Co., rent and services .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Arnold, D. P., meat and vegetables ..... Maint. and Govm't 

P. &;P •••••••• 

Braunsdorf &; Metz, shades ............ City Parks Impt. 

F .......... .. 

Central Gas Light Co., gas, ApriL ..... Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Imp. &; 

Maint ......... . 

$5 74 

255 25 

18 00 

46 67 
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Devlin, Jno. B., gravel. ..... " ....... Maint. and Govm't 

P.andP ..... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., Gas, April. ..... Maint. and GOTt. 

P. &P ........ 

Harlem River B. 

Reps., Impt. & 

Maint ....... . 

Lawrence, B. B., blacksmithing ........ Maint., &c., 23d & 

24th Wards ... 

Mullane, John, hay, oats, feed, &c ... " . Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, April..Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., meter gas .. Maint. and Gov't 

P. &P ........ 

New York Gas Light Co., gas, April. ... Maint. and Govmt, 

P. and P ..... . 

New York Mutual Gas J,ight Co" ~as, 

April •................... , ' .. , .... ~1aint. and Guvt, 

P.and P ...... 

New York Mutual Gas Light Cu., metor 

gas. " .................. '" ....... Maint. and Gov't 

P. and Poo ..... 

Shaw & Venn, painting ........... " ... Museum Natural 

History., ..... 

Shaw & Venn, painting seats .......... Maint. and Govl. 

P. and I' ...... . 

Seaman, John A., paints, &c ........... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Smith, Edward, labor and materials .... Museum Natural 

History ...... . 

Walton Bros., nails, plow and belting, .. Maint. and Govt. 

P. andPoo •••.. 

Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24 th Wards 

[ Wednesday, 

$723 26 

$69 12 

89 50 

108 62 

10 Oil 

414 39 

141 45 

69 20 

328 50 

298 45 

31 00 

73 21 

22 00 

17 40 

1,774 14 

$17 11 

10 69 

27 80 

$4,365 13 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. • • .• . .• $2,392 8'1 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards,................. 20 74 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs,Impt. and Maint.... . .. • . • 86 17 

City Parks Improvement Fund ........ : . . . . . . . .. . . .. • . . 18 00 

Museum of Natural History........................... 1,84'1 35 

--- $4,365 13 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of forty.three hundred and sixty.fiVQ 

dollars and thirteen cents. 

S. E. LANE, 

Auditing Oommittee. 

NEW YORK, May 15th, 1878. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows :-

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parls, 

In account with S. E. Lane, Treasurer. 

1878. 
May l. By balance .......... , ................... . $20 00 

May I} 
to By cash received from licenses ............. . 

May 15. . 
50 21 

$70 21 
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DR. 

May I} 
to To cash paid into City Treasury •..•••••...•• 

May 15. 
$20 00 

May 15 " balance ................................... .. 50 21 

'TO 21 

S. E. L;I.)ll>, 

Treasurer D. P. P. 

NEW YORK Wednesday, May liS, 1878. 

9.30 A. M. 

Offices for Superintendent of 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT presented a bill from Messrs. Briggs & Val
entine for $120 for the use and occupation of the offices, yard 
and stable used by the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards, for the three months ending March 31, 
1878; and he offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the bill of Messrs. William H. Briggs and Den
nis Valentine for the use and occupation of the offices, yard and 
stable used by the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards, at Fordham, in the Twenty-fourth Ward, 
for the months of January, February and March, 1878, at $40 
per month, be, and hereby is, approved and authorized to be 
paid. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Rotary Boat. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the action of the Board on April 3, 1878, 

granting Mr. David R. Smith a license to place a rotary boat 
on the Harlem Meer in Central. Park, be, and hereby is, re
scinded; that the license granted to Mr. Smith as thereby au
thorized, be, and hereby is, revoked, and that the President be 
requested to notify Mr. Smith thereof. 

(Minutes, April 3, 1878, p. 708.) 
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The PRESIDI~NT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Boats on Harlem Meer. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President be, and hereby is, authorized to 

grant and sign on behalf of the Department, a license to Mr. 
William Kyle, to place row-boats on Harlem Meer for hire, until 
January 1st, 1879, reserving a license fee of five per centum of 
his gross receipts. 

(Minutes, April 10, 1878, p. 719.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
.Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Mowers. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President be, and he hereby is, authorized 

to appoint eight additional mowers on the Parks, at the rate of 
pay of $1.60 per day. 

(Minutes, May 8, 1878, p. 30.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

City Hall Park, Stands, &c. 

Commissioner LANE, the Treasurer, veTbally reported that 
he had called upon the Post Office authorities who had ex
pressed not only their willingness but their desire to have the 
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portion of the City Hall Park immediately north o:f the 
Post Office cleared and the stands removed, and that it WitS 
their wish to co-operate with this Department in the matter. 

(Minutes, May 8, 1878, p. 30.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following preamble and reso
lution: 

Whereas, The Treasurer, to whom it was referred to confer 
with the Post Office authorities in relation to the removal o:f 
the stands and other encroachments on the City Hall Park 
north of the Post Office, has reported that they are willing 
to have said encroachments removed, 

Re8olved, That said subject be, and is hereby, re:ferred to the 
Treasurer with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, ~ore, Lane-3 

On motion o:f the PRESIDENT, the Board 1t~ned at 11 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 22d instant, at 9:15 
o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 22d, 1878. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 
" CONOVER. 
" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 15th inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Parade of Metropolitan Police. 

From tho Police Department, requesting permission to use 
the plaza at Union Square for the purpose of reviewing the 
Metropolitan Police force on June 5th, 1878. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had granted the permission 
requested. 

Commissioner LANE llloveu that the action of the Presiuent 
be approved. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting upon the com~ 
plaint of the Angell & Blake Manufacturing Oompany con
cerning the repairs t.hey have been obliged to make to the heat
ing apparatus in the Museum of Art building since the De-
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partment took charge of it, and stating that the repairs were 
rendered necessary on account of the defective casting of por
tions of the work, and that there had not been any negligence 
in the care of the apparatus, on the part of the employes of 
the Department. 

(Minutes, May 1st, 1878, P 7.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Angell & Blake Manufactur
ing Company be notified of said report, and that it be filed. 

Adopted. 

Third Avenue Bridge-Soda Water Stand. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the ap
plication of Mr. W m. Lundie for permission to place a soda 
water stand on Third Avenue Bridge, in the rear of the honse 
of the bridge-tender, and stating that there are no objections to 
granting the permission asked, provided the stand does not 
project beyond the tender's house. 

(Minutes, May 15th, 1878, P 35.) 

Commissioner LANE moved that permission be granted to Mr. 
Wm. Lundie to place a soda water stand in the rear of the 
house of the bridge-tender, on Thi.rd Avenue Bridge, under the 
supervision and direction of the Superintendent of Parks. 

Adopted. 

Dairy.-Soda Water Stand. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, presenting a plan of a 
stand for a soda water fountain at the Dairy in Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT mov9d that said plan be approved, and that 
Mr. C. Ryan, licensee for the sale of refreshments in Oentral 
Park, be authorized to have a stand in accordance therewith 
erected at the Dairy, in Central Park, at his own expense. 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board votlng in favor 
th ereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

Jerome Avenue. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty~ 
fourth Wards, requesting that the large covered engine and 
pump be sent to Jerome Avenue to assist in raising water for 
sprinkling the avenue, and that a watchman be employed to 
protect it at night. 

(Minutes, May 15th, 18~8, p. 32.) 

Oommissioner LANE then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Jerome Avenue be watered on each of the 

race days of the coming meeting at Jerome Park, from the 
Oentral Bridge to the entrance to said park. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore Oonover, Lane 

-4. 
The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, 'rhat the President be authorized to appoint eight 

double teams during the coming race meeting at Jerome Park, 
to assist in watering Jerome Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 
Oommissioner LANE then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President be authorized to appoint one 

steam engineer, and one laborer to act as watchmen,for the 
engine and pump, during the coming race meeting at Jerome 
Park. 
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The PRESIDENT put the 'question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Thomas Treanor. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, stating that 'rhomas Treanor, laborer, had been 
absent on account of sickness, but now desires to be restored. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said Thomas Treanor, laborer, 
be restored. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive. a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, ,_Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Botanical Garden. 

From Mr. James F. Ruggles, Secretary of the" Trustees of 
the Botanical Garden, in the City of New York," acknowledging 
the receipt of a copy of the report made upon the application 

of said Trustees, and the resolution of the Board adopting said 
report. 

(Minutes, April, 24th, 1878, p. 755.) 

Filed. 

Also from Mr. J [lmes F. Ruggles, Secretary of said Trustees, 
stating that in preparing plans, etc., for the proposed Botani
cal Garden in Manhattan Square, it is necessary for him to 
obtain copies of any map or plan of the square in possession of 

the Department and asking permission to have such copies 
made for him. 
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Commissioner LANE moved that Mr. James F. Ruggles, be 
given permission to have copies made for his use as Secretary 

of said" Trustees of the Botanical Garden in the City of New 
York," of ailY map or plan of Manhattan Square, which he may 
require. 

Adopted. 

Copies of maps of 23d and 24th Wards. 

From Mr. W. C. Dripps, map publisher, requesting permis
sion to make copies of the maps of the Twenty-third and 

Twenty-fourth Wards. 
Laid over. 

North end of the Island. 

From Mr. Edwin Clark, and five other owners of property 

lying north of Inwood Street, requesting that the maps of that 

portion of Manhattan Island be prepared and filed. 
(Minutes, Feb'y 17, and Dec. 15, 1875, pp. 517,475.) 

Laid over. 

George F. Penfield. 

From Mr. George F. Penfield, Chainman, applying to be 
promoted to the position of Rodman, on the work of construct
ing Riverside Avenue. 

(Minutes, March 20, 1878, p. 685,) 

Filed. 

Jacob Cook. 

From Mr. Alexander L. Whitelaw, and others, requesting 
that Jacob Cook, laborer, be transferred to the position of 

Gate-keeper or Night Watchman. 
Filed. 

Riverside Park. 

From Mr. Patrick Mangan, requesting permission to pasture 
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his cows upon the portion of Riverside Park on which he was 

granted permission to cut the grass. 

Refnsed. 
(Minutes, May 15th, 1878, p. 34.) 

From Mr. William Meckert, offering to pay the sum of $20 
for the privillege of cutting the grass on Riverside Park, from 

One Hundred and Thirteenth Street to One Hundred and 
Twentieth Street, until Odober 1st, 1878. 

Oommissionor LANE moved that Mr. William M eckert be 

granted the privilege of cutting and taking the grass upon 
s!1-id portion of Riverside Park, until October 1st, 1878, on Lis 

paying the sum of $20 therefor. 

Adopted. 

Jacob Lambrecht. 

From Mr. Joseph DoUger and others, requesting that Mr. 
Jacob Lambrecht be appointed a Gate·keeper. 

Filed. 

Patrick Reilly. 

From Mr. Bryan Reilly, and fifteen other members of the 
Board of Aldermen, requesting that Mr. Patrick Reilly be 
appointed a foreman. 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Oommissioner LANE, Ohairman of the Auditing Oommittee, 

presented the following report : 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submitted the 
same to the Board for approval: 

Briggs, W. H., and Dennis Valentine, 

rent. . .. . .......•••.......••..... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ...• $120 00 
Claflin, H. B. &; Co., duck ............. Mott Ave. sewer, 

138th and 144th 

St., sewers ..... 5 53 

Crissey, W. V. &; Co., arnica and pepper.Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... 2 0 
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Oolwell Lead 00., lead pipe ............ Oity Parks Impt. 

Fuud ......... . 

Develin, John B., paving stones and trap 

rock............ . ............... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P oo ••••• 

Hannegan & Shea, repairs to buggy .... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Lawrence, B. H., horse shoeing ........ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Mount's S.m, H. R., mops and brooms .... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Matt, J. L, Iron Works, fountains and 

fence ..... " .............. , ....... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Noonan, Michael, materials and labor ... Drainag'e Dist.24th 

Ward, bounded 

by Fordham and 

Pelham Aves., 
&c ........... . 

Reeves, Robt. 0., grass seed, hemp and 

barley .......... , ................. "'[aint. and Govt. 

P. & P ........ 

REOAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ...... . 

Maintenance Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards .... . 

Oity Parks ImproverrH'nt Fund ............ , .......... . 

Mott Avenue, One Hundred and Thirty-eighth and One 

HUlldrec.l an.] Forty-fourth Street sewers ........ , .... . 

Drainage District, Twenty-fourth Ward, bounded by Ford-

ham Avenue, &c ........ '" ....................... . 

$85 81 

376 25 

$641 46 

254 56 

49 25 

5 53 

1,047 35 

49 25 

462 06 

43 75 

I) 00 

34 50 

215 00 

13 05 

$1,998 15 

-- $1,998 15 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of nineteen hundred and ninety-eight 

dollars and fifteen cents. 
S. E. LANE, } Auditing 
SAML. OONOVER.. Oommittee. 

New York, May 22d, 1878. 
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The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 

separately, the President moved that the Board do noW ap
prove them, and that the. Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-CommiRsioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Museum of Art. C. Vaux. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented a bill of Mr. O. Vaux, Architect, for commissions, 
amounting to $422.50, and which included commissions on the 
sum of $5,082.41, the amount, of the judgment recovered by 
Messrs. Moran & Armstrong for extra work upon the Museum 

of Art building, and which had been directed by Mr. Vaux, 
without the authority or knowledge of the Board; and he rec
ommended that said bill be not approved, and that no com
missions be paid to Mr. C. Vaux upon the amount of said 
judgment recovered by Messrs. Moran & Armstrong. 

(Minutes, May 1, 1878, p. 12.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received, and the 
recommendations therein be adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the lnt:lmbers of the Board voting ill favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commisiiioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

W. H. Brown, Patrolman. 

The PRESIDENT reported that serious charges, amounting to 

insubordination, had been preferred against Patrolman W. H. 
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Brown; that he had investigated same, and would make a re
port at the next meeting. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that said W. H. Brown, 
Patrolman, be suspended, without pay, for one week. 

The PRESIDENT put the .qnestion, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Photographs from Paris. 

The PRESIDENT presented a communication from Hon. F. W. 
Seward, Assistant Secretary of State, U. S., informing the De
partment that he had forwarded, on the 29th of March last, to 
the care of William R. Martin, Esq., late a Commissioner, for 
the use of the Department, a collection of photographs, &c., 
of constructions erected by the City of Paris, which the rre
fect of the Seine had transmitted through the United States 
Legation in that City. 

The PRESIDENT then stated that although he had applied to 
Mr. Wm. R. Martin for said photographs, he had been unable 
to procure them. 

Commissioner LANE moved that said subject be referred to 
the President, with power to obtain possession of said photo

graphs for the Department. 

Adopted. 

Bronze Drinking Fountain. 

Commissioner LANE, to whom it was referred to examine and 
report upon a suitable site for the bronze drinking fountain 
offered by Mr. D. Willis James, verbally reported, and recom-
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mended that a site for said fountain be designated on Union 

Square, west of the present fountain in said square. He sub
mitted a plan, showing said site, and recommended that the 
following resolution be adopted by the Board, viz. : 

Resolved, That the site for the bronze drinking fountain and 
granite pedestal, offered by Mr. D: Willis James, be, and here
by is, fixed and designated on Union Square, west of the foun
tain and midway between it and the westerly sidewalk of the 
square; and that a walk be laid out to and around said site 
from the fountain to said westerly walk; and that the plan 
showing said site and walk this day presented to the Board be 
approved and adopted. 

(Minntes, May 8, 1878, p. 25.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received, and that 
the resolutioI! recommended thereby be adopted by the Board. 

'rhe PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Mazzini. 

Commissioner LA.NE, to whom it was referred, with power, to 

make arrangements for the unveiling of the bust of Mazzini, 
verbally reported that the ceremonies would take place at 2 
o'clock P. M. on the 29th inst., at the site designated by the 
Board in Central Park; and that the President of the Depart
ment. hall been requested to preside on the occasion. 

(Minutes March 20, 1878, p. 681.) 

Received. 

Maintenance, &c., of the Parks. 

Surveying, &c., 23d and 24th Wards, &c. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That respectful application be, and is hereby, made 
to the Board of E'3timate and Apportionment to transfer, from 
any unexpendod balances of appropriations which are not re-
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quired for the purposes for which the same were made, to the 
following appropriations for this Department for 1878, and to 
the following amounts, viz. : 
" Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 

"for all supplies and for wages of foremen, gar
" deners, mechanics and laborers employed on works 
" of maintenance, and including tlie Maintenance of 
" the Meteorological Observatory. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $75,000 

" Surveying, Laying Out and Monumenting Twenty
" third and Twenty-fourth Wards, including North 
" End of this Island ................ , ......... 10,000" 
The PRESIDENT moved that said resolution be laid on the 

table. 
The PRESIDENT put t·he question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion to lay said resolution on the table, and it 
was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the mem
bers of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, \Vetmore, Conover-3. 
No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Belvedere. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That the Superintendent of Parks be directed to 

examine and report upon the condition of the Belvedere in 
Central Park, with such recommondations as he may consider 
necessary to restore it and keep it for the future in proper 
repair. 

Adopted. 

Rotary Boat. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the resolution adopted on the 15th inst. 

rescinding the license granted to Mr. David R. Smith to place 
a rotary boat on the Harlem Meer be, and is hereby, reCOll
sidered. 

(Minutes, May 15th, 1878, p. 38.) 

Adopted. 
The P}lESIDENT then moved that the resolution to rescind 

said license be laid on the table. 

Adopted. 
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Francis Hagan. 

The PRESIDENT 'offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Assistant Foreman Francis Hagan be, and 

he is hereby, discharged and removed from the employment of 
the Department. 

(Minutes, Jan'y 10, 1877, p. 533.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board v0ting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Frederick Schreiber. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That skilled laborer Frederick Schreiber be, and 

he is hereby, discharged and removed from the employment of 
the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the. Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commi:::.sioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Water Closets, &c., in Central Park. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That all the water closets and urinals in Central 

Park be kept open each day, until further order, between the 
hours of lO o'clock A. M. and 7 o'clock P. M. 

Adopted. 

On motion of the President the Board adjourned at 12:15 
o'clock P. M. to meet on Wednesday the 29th inst. at 9:15 
o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA V, MAY 29th, 1878. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:15 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 
" CONOVER. 
" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 22d inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Washington'Sqnare. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the fullowing resolution which was approved by his Honor 
the Mayor, on the 24th inst., viz. : 

Resolved, That the Department of Public Parka be, and is hereby, respectfully 
requested to repair and put in good order the two roadways through and across 
Washingt.ou Park, west of the Fifth Avenne roadway. 

Filed. 

Maps of 2M and 24th Wards. 

From the Secretary of the Commissioners of Taxes and 
Assessments, requesting that permission be given to Mr. Henry 
Mehles to copy the maps of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, for the use of the Department of Taxes and 

Assessments. 
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Commissioner LANE moved that permission be given to Mr. 

H. Mehles to make copies of said maps as requested, under 
the supervision of Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c. 

Adopted. 

The Terrace. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that a portion 
of the encaustic tile flooring of the Terrace in Central Park, 
had risen up and cracked. That on examination he is satis

fied the cause of its so doing is that the whole structure is 
settling, and recommending that the foundations be examined. 

Commissioner LANE moved that the Superintendent of Parks 
be directed to repair the floor of the Terrace with concrete; 

and to make a thorough examination, and report upon the. con
dition of the whole structure. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, 'Vetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

The Belvedere. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the con
dition of the Belvedere in Central Park, and what is necessary 

to be done to repair it and keep it in good order. 
(Minutes, May 22, 1878, p. 51.) 

Laid over. 

Swedish School House. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that it is 

necessary either to build a cesspool ill the vicinity of the 
Swedish School House to receive the waste water, &c., from 
the six water closets, two wash basins, boiler and sink to be 
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placed in said building, or else to lay a twelve inch drain pipe 
in Transverse Road No.2 to li'ifth Avenue, the cost of which 
would be from $2,300 to $2,500. 

(Minutes, Feb'y 13, 1878, p. 598.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that all work on the Swedish School 
House, be suspended until further orders. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

~ eteorological Observatory. 

From the Director of the Meteorological Observatory, sub
mitting the annual report of the Observatory for the ye'lr 
1877, and requesting that five hundred copies of it be published 
for distribution. 

(Minutes, May 31, 1877, p. 71.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that application be made to the Board 
of City Record to print five hundred copies of said report. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Mill Brook. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the 
Department to the manner in which the contractors for the 
construction of the sewer in Brook Avenue have obstructed 
Mill Brook at One Hnndred and Fifty-sixth Street, thereby 
causing the brook to overflow its banks. 
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Also from Messrs. P. & W. Ebling, making a similar com
plaint, and stating that if the overflow extends any further 
the wells on their grounds, from which they obtain the water 

supply for their brewery, will be ruined and they will be put to 
a very heavy loss. 

Also from Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer in charge of the 
work, reporting upon said communications and subject, and 
stating that it is true that the contractors have thrown the 
earth excavated from Brook Avenue sewer into the bed of Mill 
Brook, and caused an ovel'flowat One Hundred and Fifty-sixth 
Street, but that the remedy for the evil appears to be with

in the jurisdiction of the Health Department; and enclosing a 
copy of an order be had given to the contractors to build a 

plank sluiceway to carry the water of the brook over the sewer 

at One Hundred and Fifty-sixth Street. 
Filed. 

Sedgwick Avenue. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., submitting three 
similar maps prepared for filing of the change of grade in 
Sedgwick Avenue, between Cromwell Avenue anG Mott 
Avenue. 

(Minutes, April 24, 1878, p. 747.) 

Commissioner WETMORE then offered the following resolu
tion: 

Resolved, Thai James F. Wenman, the Pmsident of the 
Board of CommiRRionerR of the Department of Public Parks, 
be, and he hereby is, designated and directed by the said Board 
to certify and file, as provided by law, the three similar maps 
or plans and profiles, showing the grades of Sedgwick Avenue, 
from Cromwell Avenue to Mott Avenue, in that portion of the 
Twenty-third Ward of the City of New York, which formerly 
constituted the town of Morrisania, as altered, amended and 
established, and as the same have been laid out and are here
by determined and classified as oftlw first class by the 
Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks, and 
which said maps, or plans and profiles, are entitled 
" Plan and profiles, showing the grade of Sedgwick 
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"Avenue, from Cromwell Avenue to Mott Avenue, in the 
., Twenty-third Ward of the City of New York, as altered, 
" amended, established and classified by the Commissioners of 
" of the Department of Public Parks, in pursuance of the 
"provisions of Chapters 329 and 604 of the Laws of 1874, and 
"Chapter 436 of the Laws of 1876," dated" New York, April, 
"24, 1878," and signed, "E. B. Van· Winkle, Engineer and 
" Surveyor, &c., Department of Public Parks." 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

G. M. Cu,hing' 

1!'rom Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., stating that he 
hasbeen compelled, on several days during the month, to make 
use of the services of Mr. George M. Cushing, Assistant on the 
work of constructing Brook Avenue sewer, on other works than 
that to which he has been regularly appointed, and asking that 
his action be approved. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the action of Mr. E. B. Van 
Winkle, Engineer, &c., be approved, and that he be authorized 
in future to employ Mr. G. M. Cushing on other works of con
struction than that of Brook Avenue sewer, when his services 
can be spared therefrom, and to charge his time to such other 
works. 

(;-'linutes, March 28, 1878, p. 705.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all t,he members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore. Conover, Lane 

-4. 
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Museum of Art. 

From the Angell & Blake Manufacturing Company, dissent-· 
ing from the report of the Superintending Architect, to the 
effect that the damages to the heating apparatus in the Museum 
of Art building which they had repaired, were caused by 
defective casting. 

(Minutes, May 22, ) 878, p. 41.) 

Filed. 

Swans. 

From Mr. O. B. Mo\vry, of the Common Council of the City of 
Boston, Massachusetts,asking that the Department would sell 
to said city a female swan, to mate with a male swan in the 
Public Garden in said City. 

Also from the Director of the Menagerie stating that a female 
swan can be spared from the flock upon the lakes of Central 
Park. 

The PRESIDENT moved that a female swan from the flock in 
Central Park, be presented to the City of Boston, Massachusetts. 

Adopted. 

Riverside A venne, A rea Walls. 

:From Mr. D. F. Tiemann, renewing his application for per
mission to build an area wall around his property fronting on 
Riversiue Avenue, and that same be placed six feet inside the 
line of the avenue. 

(Minutes, October 17,1877, p. 343.) 

Commissioner LANE moved that the request of Mr. D. F. 
Tiemann be refused. 

Adopted, 

Tree G nards. 

From Mr. D. Rosenberg, agent for Mr. T. D. Cottman's 
patent tree guard, asking permission to place at his own 
expense, a certain number of said tree guards around the trees 
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on Madison Square· and on the Plaza at Fifth Avenue and 
Fifty-ninth Street. 

The Pl1ESIDENT moved that Mr. D. Rosenberg, be granted 
permission to place six of said tree guards around the trees on 
said square and plaza at his own expense, and under the 
supervision of the Superintendent of Parks, but that he be 
notified at the same time, that the Department does not promise 
or guarantee to adopt said tree guards, even though the same 
be approved. 

Adopted. 

Hunt's Point District. 

]'rom Mr. Lyman Tiffany, requesting to be furnished with 
an estimate of the cost of monumenting that portion of the 
Hunt's Point District in the Twenty-third Ward, which is 
known as the" Fox Estate," with a view to having the same 
done at the expense of the owners, under the supervision of 
this Department. 

(Minutes, March 23, 1878, p. 88.) 

The PHESIDENT moved that Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, 
&c., be instructed to prepare an estimate of the cost of the 
work as requested by Mr. Tiffany, and submit same to the 
Board. 

The PHESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, anrl it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

La Crosse on Central Park. 

From Mr. J. A. Moran, requesting that permission be given 
to the siUllents of St. Louis College to play La Crosse in 

Central Park. 
(Minutes, March 20, 1878, p. 672.) 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the permission requested be re
fused. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Oommissioner LANE, Ohairman of the Auditing Oommittee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Coleman, H. T., pump ................. Maint. and GOVlll't 

P. and P .•.... 

Crombie, Thos. J., spruce planks .... ' .. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards.>. > 

Harlem R B. Rep. 

Impt. and M ... 

Devlin, John B., broken stone ......... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

Edwards, Chas. A., rubber hose ....... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... . 

Fischer, Geo. & Bro., iron work ........ Museum of Art .. . 

Handibode, P., coal ................ , . Harlem R B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M .......... .. 

Merchant, S. L. & Co., Portland cement. Maint. aud Govmt. 

P. and P ..... , 

Mount's, H. R, Son, brnshes .. " ....... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Murphy & Nesbit, cement ........... Maint.alld Govmt. 

P.andP ..... 

Shaw & Venn, gold leaf. .... " ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Seaman, John A., glue pot and paints ... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

Vaux, C., commissions .............••. Mnseum of Art .. . 

$16 00 

51 00 

$20 00 

67 00 

103 84 

22 05 

887 00 

47 50 

15 00 

8 50 

11 50 

18 00 

22 95 

2'76 25 
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Walton Brothers, spikes, spittoons, &c .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Harlem R. n., 
Reps, Impt. and 

$36 94 

M ........... ' 290 

Mus. of Natl. His· 

tory ......... . 58 00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. " ... . $236 73 

Maintenallce, &c" 23d and 24h W urds ... " ........... . 38 05 

Hudetn river hridges, repairs, improvement and mainten. 

ance............. ...... .......................... 101 40 

Museum of Art ............ , .......................... 1,16325 

Museum of Natural History............ .... ... 58 00 

97 84 

$1,597 43 

---, $1,597 43 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fifteen hundred and ninety-seven 

dollars and forty.three cents. 

New York, May 29th, 1878. 

S. E. LANE, 

SAM'L CONOVER, 

l Auditillil 
\ Oommittee, 

The above mentioned bills having been read and pasged on 

separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Finance Department f01' payment. 

The PHEsIDEN'r put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye.s-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 
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W. H. Brown. Patrolman. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that he had investigated 

the charges against Patrolman ·W. H. Drown for using disre

spectful language towards his superior officers, and that he 

found him guilty of the charges; that his whole conduct and 

language were calculated to create insubordination in the 

force, but in view of his previous good record, he recommended 

that he be reprimanded and fined fifteen dl\ys' pay from the 

22d instant, and that he be ordered to report for duty. 
(Minutcs, May 22, 1878, p. 48.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the report of the Presi

dent be received and the recommendations adopted by the 

Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the quest.ion, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Ri vcrside A venue. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the lwnalties for the non-com pie Lion of the 
work of improving and constrncting Biverside Avenue on or 
before the 31st October, 1877, the time stipulated in the con
tract, be, and hereby are, remittteel up to the 1st day of J nne, 
1878. 

(Minutes, May 8, 1878, p. 2~.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma· 

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 
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Meteorological Orservatory 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to examine 

~nd report upon the advisability of abolishing the Meteorolog
ICal Observatory. 

Commissioner LANE moved that said resolution he amended 
by substituting therein the word" one" in place of the word 

" two." 
The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board 

would agree to said motion to amend, and it was determined 
in the negative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
.Aye-Commissioner Lane-I. 
Noes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board 

would agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

The PRESIDENT then appointed Commissioners Conover and 
Lane the committee. 

Maps of 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissionee LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. W. C: Dripps, map publisher, be, and 

he is hereby, allowed to make copies of all adopted and filed 
maps of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, uudel' 
the supervision of Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, engineer, &c. 

(Minutes, May ~2, 1878, p. 45.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-.3. 
No-Commissioner Wetmore-I. 
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Frederick Schreiber. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That skilled laborer Frederick Schreiber be, and 

he is hereby, appointed and restored to his former position 
and pay in the Department. 

(Minutes, May 22, 1878, p. 52.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover~ Lane 
-4. 

James H. Hart. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That James H. Hart, Messenger, be, and he is 

hereby, discharged and removed, from the employment of the 
Department. 

Laid over until the next meeting. 

David Groesbeck. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That David Groesbeck, laborer, be, and he is here
by restored to work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a- . 
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Carpenters. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Re.solved, That the following named carpenters be, and they 

are hereby discharged and removed from the employment of 
the Department, viz., Charles Boorman, Patrick Garrity and 
Dennis Miller; and that the following carpenters be appointed 
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and restored to their former positions as carpenters in the De~ 
partment, viz., James'Lysaght, Thomas F; Roche and Michael 
F. McCarthy. 

(Minutes, May 1, 1878, p. 14.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the nega
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

A1Jes-Commissioners Conover, Lane-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore-2. 
The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the following named carptlllters be, and they 

are hereby discharged and removed from the employment of 
the Department, viz., Charles Boorman, Patrick Garrity and 
Dennis Miller. 

Commissioner LANE took the point that said resolu
tion was out of order inasmuch as it was included in the 
resolution just passed upon and rejected by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT decided that the point of order was not well 
taken, and that the resolution was in order. 

Commissionel' IJANE then appealed to the Board from said 
ruling, and the President put the question, whether the Board 
would agree to said ruling, and it was determined in the nega
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in 
favol' thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Wenman-I. 
Noes- Commissioners Wetmore, Conover, Lane-3. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adJourned at 11.20 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 5th day of June, 

1878, at 9.15 o'clock A.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary fl.P.P. 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3th, 1878. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 

" CONOVER. 

" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 29th day of May, 
1878, were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Third Avenue. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution, which was approved by his Honor 
the Mayor on the 4th inst., viz. : 

Resolved, That Third Avenue. in the Tweuty-third Ward, betweeu Harlem 
River and One Hundred and Forty-seventh street, and also so much of the streets 
crossing or intersecting said portion of saicl avenue as may be necessary to pre
serve Rnd facilitate approach to said avenue by said streets. be regulated and 
graded in accordance with the grade established by the Commissioners appointcd 
by Chapter 841 of the Laws of 1868, as said grade has been altered and amended 
by the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks, under authority of Chap
ters 329 and 604 of the Laws of 1874; that the pavemeut. curb and gutter stoues, 
bridge or crossing stones, ahd the flag-stones of the side walk now laid on said 
portion of said avenue be taken up and preserved; the said work to be. done under 
the direction of the Department of Public Parks, and that the accompauying ordi
nance therefor be adopted. 

(Minutes, March 27, 1878, p. 693.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be filed, and 
that Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., be directed to pre

pare and submit plans and specification::? for the work direQted. 

A.dopted. 
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Maps of the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Comptroller of the City, requesting that permission 
be given to Mr. Wm. H. MoCabe, an employe of the Finance 
Department, to make copies of the maps of the Twenty-third 
and Twenty-fourth Wards for the use of the Bureau for the 
Collection of Assessments. 

The PRESIDENT moved the permission be given to Mr. Wm. 
H. McCabe to make copies of said maps as requested, under 
the supervision of Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c. 

(Minutes, May 29, 1878, p. 53.) 

Adopted. 

Drains at Fordham. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, as follows: 

Hon. JAME8 F. 'VEN1IAN, 

LAW DEPARTMENT, } 
OFFICE OF TIlE COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION, 

NEW YORK, May 28, 1878. 

President of the DepartmeJlt of Public Pm'ks, 
Sir,-I duly received your letter of the eighteenth instant, enclosing a copy of 

a communication from Mr. E. B. Yan Winkle, Engineer in charge of the work of 
constructing drains near Fordham, in the Twenty-fourth Ward, wherein he recom
mends that a large amount of blind drains be constructed inside the district direct
ed to he drained, in excess of the amount first intended, and which was shown on 
the plan exhibited to the bidders at the time the work was let, and also recom
mends that a .short blind drain be constructed to a swamp hole which is outside 
said district. You enclose copy of the contract, containing the ordinance pursuant 
to which the work is being done, and a sketch showing the drains already built, 
and those which Mr. Van Winkle recommends shall be constructed. You state 
that the Commissioners recognise the wisdom of the suggestions made by the 
engineer, but are in doubt whether they can have the additional work done with
out risk of vitiating the assessment for the whole, and you request my opinion on 
this question. 

Section 1 of Chapter 566 of the Laws of 1871, as amended by Chapter 549 of 
the Laws of 1875, provides that whenever it shall appear to be necessary, for the 
protection of the public health, that any part or parcel of land within the City of 
New York needs to be drained by other means than by sewers, and it shall be 80 
certified by the Oity Sanitary Inspector, and said certificate shall be filed among 
the recordK of the Board of Health, the said Board shall dil'ect that the same be 
done by the Department of Pnblic Works, except that in the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards said Board shall direc!. that the work provided for in said 
act to be done shall be done, and the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the 
city shall authorize the Department of Public Parks, or the Department of Public 
Works, to do the work so directed by the Board of Health. 

The order made in this matter by the Board of Health is not among the papers 
transmitted to me with your letter, but from the ordinance of the Common Coun
cil adopted pursuant thereto, I infel' that said ol'der merely provided that the 
lands bounded on the north by Fordham and Pelham Avenues, on the east by the 
Southern B01;\!evard i on thll s01;\th by the Kins:sbridge Road" an~ OIl thil west 
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by Arthur Street, in the Twenty-fourth Ward should be drained by other means 
than by sewers, such drainage being declared to be necessary for the protection 
of the public health. 

The ordinance of the Common Council, adopted pursuance to such order, does 
not limit the amount of wO'rk to be done, but merely authorizes the Department of 
Public Parks to drain the district bounded by said streets, by other means than by 
sewers. Under said order and ordinance it is, therefore, discretionary with the 
Department of Public Parks how much work should be done for the purpose of 
draining the district in question. It appears that at the time the work was let, 
a plan was exhibited to the bidders, showing the amount of work intended to be 
done, and that the bids were made, and the contract entered into, with reference 
to such plan, and that the work now regarded as desirable is in excess of the 
amount shown 011 said plau. If such additional work would involve an expense 
of more than one thousand dollar", 1 should be compelled to advise the Depart
ment, in accordance with the views contained in other opinions, heretofore given 
by me, that it. would not havil authority to make an arrangement with the present 
contractor to do such additional work. It appears, however, from the lette,· to 
the Department of the Engineer in charge, that one item of the extra work will 
cost five hundred dollars, and the other is estimated at four hundred aud fifty, 
making for the two principal items of .tdditional work a total expense of nine 
hundred and fifty dollars. The other additioual item consists of two hundred 
feet of blind drain outside the district, and as you state two thousand feet or blind 
drain is estimated to cost only four huudred and fifty dollars, the two hundred 
feet outside the district, I presume, will not cost more than fifty dollars. It thus 
appears that the entire cost of the three itcms of additional work will not exceed 
one thousand dollars, and as the Department can make a contract not involving 
an expenditure of more than one thousand dollars, without a public letting thereoI~ 
I see no reason why an agreement cannot be made with the present contractor, or 
with some other person, to do the work without advertising for bids 

You state that a doubt has also arisen as to the right to construct the two 
hundred feet of blind drain outside of said district. As it appears, however, that 
a swamp hole exists just outsidc of the district, and that the water rnns from it 
upon the land included in the district, making the latter wet and swampy, I think 
the order of the Board of Health and the ordinance of the Common Council fur
nish authority for the construction of this small piece of blind drain. 

I am sir, 
Yours, Respectfully, 

W. C. WHITNEY, 
Counsel to the C01jJoration. 

(Minutcs, May 15th, 1878. p. :,3.) 

Filed. 

Concord A venUe. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer in charge, stating that 
the specifications for grading Concord Avenue from Home Street 
to Westchester Avenue, provide for the building of six receiv
ing basins and one man-hole, of such material and in sHch a 
manner as to render them quite unfit for a street as much 

built upon as Concord Avenue is at the present time; and recom
mending that they be omitted from the work on condition that 
the contractor makes a proportionate deduction from the con

tract price. 
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Also, from Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer in charge, stating 
that the sum of $371 would bl~ a fair deduction to make if the 
receiving basins and man-hole were omitted; on which com
munication the contractor has endorsed his consent to a deduc

tion of said amount upon that condition. 
Also from the Coun~el to the Corporation, as follows: 

Hon. JAMES F. WENMAN, 

LAW DEPARTMENT, } 
O~'FICE OF THE COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION, 

NEW YORK, May 28th, 1878. 

President oj the JJlpartment of Public Parks: 
Sir,-With your letter to me is transmitted the original contract for regulating 

and gmding Concord Avenue, in the Twenty-third Ward, by the terms of whi~h 
the contractor, in pel forming the work covered thereby, is required to build SIX 

receiving baains and one man-hole. Yon al.o transmit two communications from 
Mr. E. B. Yan Winkle, the Engineer in charge of the work, in relation to ~he 
advisability of permitting the contractor to omit the construction of such basInB 
and man-hole, up"n the contractor's assenting to a reduction of the contract price 
to the amount of three hundred and seventy-one dollars; and aform of a proposed 
agreement between the contractor and the Department for carrying out this 
arrangement. 

The contract referred to in your letter was entered into April 3d, 1873, by the 
Trust~es of' the Town of Morrisania with James Finnegan. Under the l'rovis in 
of Section 14, of Chapter 329, of the Laws of 1874, the work provided for 
said contract is to be continued and completed under the direction of the Depart~ 
ment of Public Parks, under the laws in force in the Town of Morrisania prior 
to the passage of the Annexation Act. The act passed April 22d, 1864, which 
created a Board of Trnstees for the Town of Morrisania, as amended, required 
that the regulating and grading of streets should be done by contracts made at 
public letting, and the contract in question was made in that manner. I am un
able to find any provi8ion of law which would have authorized said Trustees to 
omit any port.ion of the work covered by the contract in question, on condithm 
that the coutract price was reduced. In view of the fact that the statutes re
lating to this matter did not confer upon the Trustees such power, and in view of 
the general rule, to which I have had occasion to refer in several opinions hereto
fore given .by me to the Department, that contracts of this character, made at 
public letting, cannot ordinarily be modified after they have been signed, I think 
it extremely doubtful whether the Commissioners governing the Department of 
Parks have authority to enter iuto the proposed agreement with the contractor, 

. and I, therefore, respectfully recommend that such agreement should not be 
made. 

The papers transmitted with your letter are herewith returned. 
I am, sir, 

Yours respectfully, 
W. C. WHITNEY, 

Oou1UJel to the Oorporation. 

(Minutes, Sept. 12, 1877, p. 265.) 

Filed. 

Geo. W. Robinson. Samuel H. Barton. 

From the Police Department, stating that certificates of 
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qualification to take charge of steam boilers and engines had 
been granted to George W. Robinson and Samuel H. Barkm. 

Filed. 

Sewers in 1!l4th Street, 135th Street, &0. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., submitting plans 
and specifications for the construction of sewers in One Hun

dred and Thirty-fourth Street, One Hundred and 'l'hirty-fifth 
Street and Third A venue, with branches in Lincoln A venue, 

Alexander Avenue and Willis Avenue. 
(Minutes, May 1, 1878, p. 4.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said plans and specifications be 
approved, and that the Secretary be directed to prepare and 

publish advertisements for proposals for the work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members oft,he Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Hunt's Poin~, DiRtriot. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &'c., stating that he 

estimated the cost of laying out on the ground and monu
menting the stnlets in that portion of the Hunt's Point Dis

trict known as the" Fox estate," at $2,250. 

(Minutes, May 29, 1878, p. 59-) 

Commissioner LANE moved that said communication be filed, 
and that a copy be forwarded to Mr. Lyman Tiffany. 

Adopted. 

Mill Brook. 

From Messrs. Salmon & Burke, Attc,l'lleys for Messrs. P. & 
W. Ebling, stating that the sluiceway constructed by the con-
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tractors for Brook Avenue sewer, to carry the water of Mill 
Brook over said sewer, at One Hundred and Fifty-sixth Street, 

was not sufficiently large for the purpose; that, consequently, 
the brook had flowed over Messrs. Ebling's land, and rendered 
the water in their wells unfit for use, and requesting that the 

sluiceway be enlarged, or such other steps taken, without 

delay, as may keep the water off Messrs. Ebling's land. 
(Minutes, May 29, 1878, p. 55.) 

Referred to Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c. 

Seventh Avenue Grading. 

From Mr. John C. Shaw, requesting to be furnished with a 
statement from the books of the Department of the cost of 
regulating and grading Seventh Avenue, from One Hundred 
an,d Tenth to One Hundred and Fifty-fourth Streets. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Secretary be directed and 
autllOrized to furnish to Mr. Shaw the statement required, on 

his paying the usual fees. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following l'eport : 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber .•........... Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. alld 

M............ $51 00 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund......... 29 61 

Draper, Dan'l.,.sundries .•. '" ...••••.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... 

Devlin, John B., gravel screenings •.••.• City Parks Impt. 

F .......... .. 

$80 61 

24 45 

635 04 



June 5, 1878.] 73 

Gold and Stock Telg. Co., rent of line .. Maint. and Govmt. 
P. and P .....• 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ........... Maint. and Govrn.'t 
P.andP ...... 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

City Parks Impt. 

F .......... .. 

McNab & Harlin Mfg. Co., plumb'g mat.Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, castings, jets, 

pipe, &c ................ " ........ Maint. and Govt. 
P. &P .••..... 

City Parks Impt. 

F .......... .. 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M .......... .. 

Murphy & Ne~bit, brick, cement., 

Maint. &c., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

plaster, &c ........ , ................ City Parks Impt. 
F .......... .. 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

Roa('h, John, & Son, materials and labor . Harlem R. B., 
Reps.,Impt. and 

M ........... . 

Shady, J. & J., fish .............. " ... Maint. and Govrn't 
P. and P ..... . 

Van Winkle, E. B., petty expensef ...... Survg., Layg. out 
etc., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Walton ~r9s., twiUiJ !lend \lwerr stoI!es .. Maint. and Govmt. 
J'. andP ...... 

$62 riO 

$69 00 

18 86 

6 45 

---- 94 31 

17 63 

$86 93 

141 00 

501 00 

3 00 

731 93 

$63 80 

13 80 
77 60 

,*4 82 

11 16 

20 29 

25 14 

$1,725 48 
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Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ...... . 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint ..... , .. . 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards ................ . 

Surveying, Laying.out, etc., 2Bd and 24th Wards ........ . 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . . .. .,........ . ..... . 

[ Wednesday, 

$310 61 

596 82 

21 86 

20 29 

'775 90 
--- $1,'725 48 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of seventeen hundred and twenty-five 

ddlars and forty-eight cents. 

New York, June 5, 1878. 

S. E. LANE, t Auditing 
SAM. CONOVER, f Oommittee. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 

separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Pinance Department for payment. 

'The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

. Aye8--00mmissioners W enman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 
Oommissioner OONOVER, from the Auditing Oommittee, pre

sented the following report: 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined allll audited the following bill, and submit the sawe 
to the Board for approval: 
Decker Nicholas H., ana Geo. W. QuintaI'd, 

labor and materials ................. Itnl't. and Const. 

Rivcl'sidcAv· 

enue ....... . $17,007 01 

Amounting to thc sum of seventeeu thousand and seven dollars and one cent. 

New Y Ol'k, June 5th, 18'78. 

SAML. CONOYER, t Auditing 
f Oommittee. 

The [I,bove mentioned bill having been read and passed on, 

th~ f:resident Qloved that the Board do now approve itl and 
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that the Secretary be directed to transmit it to the Finance 

Department for payment. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3 . 

.. Va-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Depal'tme11t of P"blic Park" in acco"nt with 
8mith E. Lane, Tl'eas"J'el'. 

CR. 

1878. 

May 15. 

May 15 to I 
June 5. \ 

By balance ......... " .................. . $50 21 

" cash reeeived from permits, licenses, 

grass, &c .... " ................. , . 1,012 65 
$1,062 86 

DR. 

May 15 to 1 June 5. f To cash paid into City Treasury .......... . $500 54 

562 32 June 5. "balance ................ .. 

New York, Wednesday, June 5, 1878. 
9.30 A. M. 

---- $1,062 86 

S. E. LANE, 

1"eaS"I'el', D. P, P .. 

Mineral Springs. Carl H. Seh ultz, 

The Treasurer to whom it was referred to report upon the 

condition of the lease or license to Mr. Carl H. Schultz, of the 
Mineral Springs in Central Park, presented the followi;ng: 

report: 
DEPARTMENT OF PURLIC PARKS,} 

. 36 UNION SQUARE, • 

NEW YORK, June 1, 1878. I 

To the OlYmmissioners of P"blic Parks. 

The undersigned respectfully reports on the subject of the agreement with Carl 
H. Schultz, which was referred to him. . 
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That it is within the power of the Department to make new agreements in 
reference to the rate of rent. That this has heretofore been done by tbe Depart
ment, without objections from any quarter, on 5th November, 1875. 

That the accounts of the gross receipts of ?lfr. Schultz, show that for the years 
1873 to 1877, inclusive to 1st November in each year, they were $14,607.05. That 
for these five years the reserved rent at 132,700 per annum, would be $13,500. 

That this is an exorbitant rent, especially as compared with the five per cent. 
from Mr. Ryan and other licensees, and since Mr. Schultz has no exclusive sale. 

For the last year his receipts have been much less than the rent reserved, to 
wit, 1877, $1,80528. 

That it would be fair to settle with Mr. Schultz to 1st May, 1878, for the arrears 
then due, at the rate of twenty per centum on his gross receipts, which were 
.$4,533.63 for the last two years, to wit, $906.72, and to make a new license in 
the form now usee! by the Department, at the rate of ten per centum on the gross 
receipts, on condition that he will reduce the price of his mineral waters to five 
(5) cents a glass. 

That this rednction would be a great benefit and service to the public who 
visit the Central Park. 

The undersigned submits herewith for adoption the following resolution: 
Resol1Md, That the settlement with ?I'll'. Schultz, proposed in the foregoing report, 

be adopted, and that it be referred to the Treasurer with power to carry out the 
same. 

Respectfully submitted. 

(Miuutes, April 17, 1878, p. 742.) 

S. E. LANE, 

lreasurel'. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received, and the 
resolution therewith submitted adopted, by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Meteorological Observatory. 

Commissioner CONOVER presented the following report: 

'To the Board of Commissioners. 
of the Department of Public Parks 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, } 

36 UNION SQUARE, 

June 5, 1878. 

Yaur committee appointed by the resolution, passed on the 29th of May, 1878, to 
"l"eport on the advisability of aboHshing the Meteorological Observatory, do reo , 
spectfully report, that we find it of no benefit to this Department, and the amount 
now paid for sustaining it ($4,700), is a needless expenditure, and we recommend 
that it be abolished. 

(Minutes, May 29, 1878, p. 63.) 

SAML. CO:-iOVER, 

S. E. LA!fE, 

Oommittee. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received and laid 
over until the next meeting. 

Adopted. 

Shearing Sheep. 

Oommissioner WETMORE moved that the subject of shearing 
the sheep, and disposing of the wool, be referred to the Presi
dent, with power. 

The PRESlPENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
t,hereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Police. 

The PRESIDENT presented a sample of a summer hat for the 
police force, made by Mr. 0. Knox, hatter, and he moved that 
it be adopted by the Department, and that the Treasurer be 
authorized to issue an order for as many as may be required 
for the use of the force, at a price not exceeding $2-(J'o each. 

(Minutes, May 23, 1877, p. 68.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
ihereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 10:15 
{)'clock, A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 12th day of June, 
1878, at 9:15 o'clock A. M. 

Wru:.IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12th, 1878. 

ADJOURNED MEETING, 9:15 O'CLOCK, A.M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 
" CONOVER. 

" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 5th instant were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Assessments for local improvements. 

From the Comptroller of the City, requesting tbat he be 
furnished with a certified list of all local improvements for 
which assessments may be imposed, in charge of this Depart
ment, which were begun or contracted for and had not been 
completed prior to June 3, 1878, the date of the passage of 
Chapter 383, Laws of 1878, and also a separate list of all such 
improvements as had been complete.d but had not been con· 
firmed at that date. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the President be re
quested to furnish the Comptroller with the information he 
desires. 

Adopted. 
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Gravel for the Plaza and the Circle. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that he requires 
about 250 cubic yards of gravel for the Plaza at Fifth Avenue 
and Fifty-ninth Street, and about 600 cubic yards for the 

Circle at Eighth Avenue and Fifty-ninth Street. 

Commissioner LANE moved that the Treasurer be authorized 

to purchase three boat loads of gravel, to be used on the Plaza 
and the Circle. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4, 

D. S. Dickinson. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that D. S. 
Dickinson, skilled laborer, who had been absent on account of 
sickness since the 5th instant, desires to be restored. 

(Minutes, April 24, 1878, p. 705.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that D. S. Dickinson, skilled 
laborer, be restored. 

The PllESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favol' 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Museum of Natural History, 

From the Superintending Architect, submitting plans for 
fitting up the middle room on the western side of the attic 

story of the Museum of Natural History building with cases 
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suitable for a library, and estimating the cost of the work at 

$2,000. 
Also from Mr. W m. A. Raines, Chairman of the Committee 

on Plans of the American Museum of Natural History, R.p
proyi-!lg of said plans. Also requesting that there be placed in 

the cellar of said Museum building one of Welsh & Lawson's 
No.3 pumping engines, with all needed connections, at a cost 

not exceeding $350. 
(Minutes, April 17, 1878, p. 731.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Treasurer be authorized to 
issue orders for the construction of said cases and for a Welsh 
& Lawson's No.3 pumping engine, for the Museum of Natural 

History building. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Bartholomew Francis. 

From the Superintendent Df the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards,requesting permission to employ l\Ir.Bal'tholomew 
Francis, as a carpenter; when he requires the services of a car

penter. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of the Twenty
third and Twenty-fourth Wards be authorized to employ lVIr. 
Bartholomew Francis, as a carpenter, whenever he requires 
the services of a carpenter, and to place him upon his time 
returns, and that his pay be fixed at $2.50 per day for such 

time as he may be so employed. 
(Minutes, April 24, 1878, p. 750.) 

The PRESIDENT put the quest.ion, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 



82 [ Wednesday, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane, 

-4. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, stating that Mr. 

Stoughton had applied for permission to make a copy of the 

drawing showing the general elevation of the proposed bridge 

over Harlem River at Madison Avenue and One Hundred and 

Thirty-eighth Street. 

Laid over. 

Concord Avenue. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, submitting three 
similar maps of Concord Avenue, from ~Westchester Avenue to 

Boston Road, in the Twenty-third Ward, designating said av

enne as of the first class, and recommending that same be 

filed, and that application be made for the appointment of 

commissioners to acquire the title of said Concord Avenue, 

from Boston Road to the southern side of Denman Place. 
(Minutcs, June 5, 1878, p. 69.) 

Commissioner LANE offered the follo~ing preamble andreso
lutions, viz: 

Whereas, In the judgment of the Commissioners of the De
partment of Public Parks of the City of New York, or a ma
jority of them, Concord Avenue from Westchester Avenue to 
Boston Road, is or may be needed for the convenience of the 
general public, as a main route of travel or for drainage, as the 
same is laid down and indicated by red color and by field notes 
and explanatory remarks on three similar maps or plans, enti
tIed: 

"Map or plan of Concord Avenue from Westchester Avenue 
"to Boston Road, in the Twenty-third Ward of the City of 
" New York, as established and classified by the Commission
" ers of the Department of Public Parks, in pursuance of the 
" provisions of Chapters 329 and 604 of the Laws of 1874, and 
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" Chapter 436 of the Laws of 1876," dated "New York, June 
" 11th, 1878," and signed "E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer and 
" Surveyor, &c., Department of Public Parks." 

Resolved, That under and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on said Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks of 
the City of New York, by Chapters 329 and 604 of the Laws of 
1874, and Chapter 436 of the Laws of 1876, they do hereby lay 
out said Concord Avenue from Westchester Avenue to Boston 
Road, of the width, extent and direction that the same is shown 
on the aforesaid maps or plans by red color and by field notes 
and explanatory remarks, and do designate the same and all 
parts thereof, as a street of the first class. 

Resolved, That James F. Wenman, the President of the 
Board of Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks, 
be, and he hereby is, designated and directed by the said 
Board to certify and file, as provided by law, said three similar 
maps or plans. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolutions, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the Board of Commissioners 
of the Department of Public Parks, the interests of the public 
demand the opening of Concord Avenue, in the Twenty-third 
Ward, from Boston Road to the south side of Denman Place, 
and that the President be, and he hereby is, authorized and di
rected tu instruct the Counsel to the Corporation to commence 
and prosecute proceedings to acquire the title, for the use of 
the public, to said portion of said avenue, wherever the same 
has not been heretofore legally opened. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conoy'er, Lane 
-4. 
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Sewer in 140th Street. 

From Mr. A. J. Rogers and fifteen other owners of property 
fronting on One Hundred and Fortieth Street, between Alex
ander Avenue and Mill Brook, requesting that a sewer be con
structed in said street. 

Also, from Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, reporting upon 
said communication, and recommending that the sewer be con
structed as requested, with short branch sewers in Alexander 
and Willis A venues. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, 
be directed to prepare and submit plans and specifications for 
said sewer, with branches, as recommended by him. 

The PRESIDENT put the qU8stion whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Comm:ssioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 

presented the following report: 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS,} 
36 UNION SQUARE (East), 

NEW YORK, June 12,1878. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the bill of J. Pierpont Morgan, Treasu
rer, for expenses Museum of Natural History, as follows: 

Auditing items of-
William C. Martin .......•..........•...............•........... 
Payroll ...................................................... . 
Charles Mann .....•..•........•.•...•.................•••..... 
Payroll ...................................................... . 
Payroll. ....•••.•••.•••...•.•.•...................... , " .... , 

$18 75 
148 75 
10 00 

133 00 
480 00 

$790 50 
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Rejecting items of-
Thitchener &; Glastaeter ....................................... . 
Samuel B. W. OOl'ell. .......... " ....... , ...........•••......... 
Oorlies &; Macy .•................•..••........ , .•• " .......... . 
Samuel B. W. Oorell .•..................................... " .. 
John J. Bargen ....................................... '. . . .. ., 

$210 00 
32 22 
8 65 
8 95 

21 18 

$281 00 

The srtid items are rejected on the ground that they are not 
necessary for the keeping, preservation and exhibition of the 
collections of said Museum of Natural History, under Laws of 
1873, Chapter 756, Sec. 7. 

Respectfully submitted, 
S. E. LANE, } Auditing 
SAM'L CONQVER, Oommittee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received and 
adopted, and that the Secretary be directed to return said bill 
to the American Museum of Natural History, with a copy of 
said report. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a ~ajority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Angell & Blake Manufacturing Oompauy, 

heating, &;c .... , .....••••...•.••. Museum of Art ... 

Oeutral Gas·Li!.:'ht Compauy, gas, May. HarlemR. B., Rep., 

Imp. &; M ..... 

Orombie, Thomas J., spruce boards and 

posts ...•............ " .......... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards. ... 
Devlin, John B., mould and Belgian 

blocks ........................ " .Oity Parks Impt. 

Fund .••.••••• 

$819 00 

46 67 

3'7 80 

1103 00 
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Gordon, Robert, .Acting Treasurer, ex-

penses Museum of .Art .•••.•....... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... . 
Harlem Gas-Light Company, gas, May .. Maint. and Govt. 

Jones, Charles, and Thomas P. McQuade, 

P. and P_ ...•. 

Harlem R B., 

Reps.,1mpt. and 

Maint ..•.•.... 

matls. and labor.... . ........... Brook.Ave. Sewer 

King, Briggs & Co., files .... : .•••.•.••. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 
McDonald, Jno. T., chimney caps ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 
McDermott, P., plumbing matls ......... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 
. Metropolitan Gas-Light Co., gas meter .. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 
Metropolitan Gas-Light Co., gas, May ... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 
Mounts' Son, H. R, brooms ............ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 
Mott, J. L. Iron Works, couplings, 

covers, &c ...................... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P .•.... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .•... , ... 

Mullane, John, hay, oats, salt, etc ...... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 
Mudholland, P., matls. and labor ...... Mott .Ave., 138th 

and 144th Sts. 

Sewers ....... . 
New York Mutual Gas-Light Co., meter 

gas .......•..................... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P .•.•.• 
New York Mutual Gas-Light Co., gas, 

May ••.•... " ................... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

[ Wednesday, 

663 12 

$58 71 

33 55 

92 26 

6,592 15 

5 75 

10 00 

109 68 

66 Hi 

133 25 

21 00 

$30 00 

12 70 

42 70 

337 42 

1,263 41 

22 50 

213 95 
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New York Gas-Light Co., gas, May ..••• Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..•.•• 

Stackpole'" Bro., reps. to inst .......... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ••...... 
Young, Chas. C., bread ................ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Wetmore'" Co., iron .................. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P .•..•• 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ..•..... $1,979 19 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint ........• 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ................. . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ........................ . 

Museum of Art .•...................................•• 

80 22 

147 48 

531 20 

819 00 

Brook Avenue Sewer................................. 6,592 15 

Mott Avenue, 138th and 144th St. Sewers... .. .......... 1,263 41 

$328 ISO 

IS 50 

60 19 

48 65 

$11,412 61S 

--- $11,412 65 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eleven thcusand four hundred and 

twelve dollars and sixty.five cents. 

S. E. LANK, } Auditin.q 
SAML. CONOVER, Oommittee. 

New York, June 12th, 1878. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in tho affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows ; 

Ayes-Comm.issiouers Wellman, Wetmore, OOllover, Lane 
-4:. 
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Thomas Wade, Post-keeper. 

Commissioner LANE, whom the President had designated to 
oonduct the trial of Post-keeper Thomas Wade, upon the charge 
preferred against him of neglect of duty in not properly patrol
ing his post on the 20th May, 1878, reported that he found him 
guilty of the charge, and he recommended that he be fined one 
day's pay. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received and the 
recommendation therein adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affimra
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

C. H. Schultz. 

The Treasurer reported verbally, that he had received the 
sum of $906.72 from Mr. Carl H. Schultz, in full for his rent 
or license fees of the Mineral Springs, up to May 1st, 1878, 
and that he had deposited the same with the City Chamber
lain. 

(~finutes, June 5, 1878, p. 75.) 

Maintenance of Parks, &c. 

Surveying, &c., 23d and 24th Wards, &c. 

Commissioner LANE moved that the resolution directing an 
application to be made to the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment to transfer unexpended balances to the appropri
ations for Maintenance, &c., of Parks and Places, and for Sur
veying, Laying out, &c., Twenty-third aud Twenty-fourth 
Wards, &c., and which was laid on the ta,ble !lit the meetins 
!leld ~~ay 22, 1878, be take~l from the table. 

(M~nute~1 M~y 22. l878. p. 110.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Na-Commissioner Wetmore-l. 

Commissioner LANE then moveo. that said resolution be 
adopted by the Board: 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Conover, Lane-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore-2. 

Police Force. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the recommendations contained in the report 

of the Special Oommittee on Police, which were adopted on 
March 6th, 1878, to take effect on a date thereafter to be 0.8-
termined, hereby are declared to take effect from and after 
this date. 

(Minut8il, r.brch 6, 1878, p. 646.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Conover, Lane-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore-2. 

Drinking Fountain. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be, and he is 

hereby, directed to report upon a suitable site for a drinking 
fountain near Mount St. Vincent building, in Central Park. 

Adopted. 
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East RiTer Park. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be, and he is 

hereby, directed to report upon the cost of erecting a covering 
over the edges of three sides of the large platform on East 
River Park. 

(Minntes, May 15, 18'18, p. 32.) 

Adopted. 

Carpenters. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the following named carpenters be, and they 

are hereby, discharged and removed from the employment of 
the Department, viz.: Charles Boorman, Patrick Garrity and 
Benjamin Oakley. 

(Minutes, May 29, 1878, p. 64.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Meteorological Observatory. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the report of the Special Com
mittee on the Meteorological Observatory, which was pre
sented to the Board at the last meeting, and laid over, be now 
taken up and considered. 

(Minutes, June 5, 1878, p. 76.) 

Adopted. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, 'rhat the report and recommendations of the Spe

cial Committee upon abolishing the Meteorological Observ
atory be adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following as a substitute for 
said resolution, viz. : 

Resolved, That the Meteorological Observatory be retained, 
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and continued, as at present conducted, and that the pay of 
the director and clerk employed therein be fixed as follows: 

Daniel Draper, DirActor, at the rate of $2,500 per annum. 
Thomas B. Ingram, Olerk, " " 1,000 " " 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said substitute resolution, and it was determined in 
the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

Thomas Clark. 

Oommissioner OONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Thomas Olark be, and he is hereby, appointed 

a painter on the parks. • 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

Election 0f Officers. 

Oommissioner OONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Board do now proceed to elect by ballot 

a President, for the year, ending May 1, 1879. 
(Minutes, January 16, 1878, p. 520.) 

Adopted. 
The PRESIDENT appointed the Secretary teller. 
The ballot for President then proceeding, and the teller an

nounced the result as follows : 
For Oommissioner JAMES F. WENMAN-4. 

Oommissioner OONOVER then offered the following resolu
tion: 

Resolved, That the Board do now proceed to elect by ballot 
a Treasurer, for the year ending May 1, 1879. 

(Minutes, January 16, 1878, p. 520.) 

Adopted. 
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The PRESIDENT appointed the Secretary teller. 
The ba.llot for Treasurer then proceeded, and the teller a.n

nounced the result, as follows: 

For Oommissioner SMITH E. LANE-4. 

Standing Committees. 

The PRESIDENT then appointed the following Standing Oom
mittees: 

Oommissioner WETMORE, } Executive 
" OONOVER, Oommittee. 

Oommissioner LANE, } Auditing 
" OONOVER, Oommittee. 

(Minutes, January 16, 1878, p. 533.) 

Reorganization of the Department. 

Oommissioner OONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a Oommittee of two be appointed to examine 
and report upon the reorganilr.ation of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the B:>ard voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
.Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 
The PRESIDENT then appointed Oommissioners OONOVER and 

WETMORE such Oommittee. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 11 :30 

o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 19th day of June, 
1878, at 9:15 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Sscretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESI'AY, JUNE 19th, 1878. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" 
" 

WETMORE. 

CONOVER. 
LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 12th inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communinations were presented and read: 

Assessments for local improvements. 

From the COMPTROLLER of the City, requesting that all 
vouchers for expenditures to be charged to the "Street Im
provement Fund" shall have stated upon them whether they 
are for 

1. Works completed prior to June 3, 1878. 

2. Works uncompleted on Juae 3, 1878. 
3. Works contracted for or commenced after June 3,1878. 
Also requesting that the pay rolls for engineers and in-

spectors shall be made separately for each of the above classes 
of works. 

The PRESIDENT statell that he had given Jirections to have 
the request of the Cumptroller complied with, and moved that 

his action be approved. 
(Minutes, June l2, 1878, p. 79.) 

Adopted. 
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City Parks Improvement Fund. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, forwarding a copy of a resolution of that Board, 
adopted on the 14th inst., authorizing the issue of $25,000 of 
City Parks Improvement Fund Stock. 

(Minutes, October 24, 1877, p. 354.) 

Filed. 

Drinking Fountain. 

From the Superintendent of Parks reporting that a suitable 
site for a drinking fountain near Mt. St. Vincent, in Central 
Park, would be on the lower plateau of the terrace in the rear 
of the buildings and about six feet in front of the green 
houses. 

Commissioner LANE moved that the Superintendent of Parks 
be directed to erect a drinking fountain near Mt. St. Vincent, 
in Central Park, at the site recommended by him, and at a 
cost not to exceed $50. 

(Minutes. June 12, 1878, p. 89.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

East River Park. 

From Mr. Jacob Seabold, Jr., licensee for the sale of refresh
ments in East River Park, complaining of the condition of, the 
park, and requesting that the walks be put in proper order, 
and that a coveting he erected over the platform on said 
park. 

Also from Mr. Charles Crary to the same effect. 
Also from the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that to 

ere~t a board NoI? ~llpported on wooden posts, with braces, 
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about eight feet high, and of the width of the raised platform, 
on the north, east and south sides of the platform on said 
park, will cost not less than $450, including painting; and that 
should the east side of the covering be enclosed with lattice 
work, an additional sum of $150 would be required. 

(Minutes, June 12, 1878, p. 90.) 

Commissioner LANE moved that the Treasurer be authorized 
to issue an order for the erection of a suitable covering over 
said platform in East River Park at a cost not to exceed $600. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes.-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Sarah Campbell. 

From the 'Superintendent of Parks, stating that it is de
sirable to employ a second ladies' maid for the ladies' room at 
the Casino, in Central Park, in order that it may be kept open 
from 9 o'clock A. M. to 10 o'clock P. M. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Sarah Campbell be appointed a 
ladies' maid to assist at the ladies' room in the Casino. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, W etmore, Conove~, Lane 

-4. 

Carpenters. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, requesting that three 

additional carpenters be employed on the parks. 

Commissioner LANE moved that James Lysaght, Thos. F. 
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Roche and Michael F. McCarthy be appointed carpenters on 

the park force. 
(Minutes, Jnne 12, 1878, p. 90,) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, submitting plans and 
specifications for the following additional works in connection 

with the Museum of Art building, and recommending that 
they be ordered at a cost not exceeding the amount set op
posite each item, viz. : 

1. Leader connection~ &c ................... : ...... $205 
2. Flaps to Ventilators ......................... , ... , H2 
3. Flooring, &c., in picture galleries................... aoo 

Endorsed on said communication is the following: 
" Approved for Trustees of Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

" THEODORE WESTON, 
" For Committee." 

Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting upon said 
communication, and stating that none of the items are in
eluded in any of the contracts for said building, and recom

mending that said additional works be ordered. 
The PHESIDENT moved that the Treasurer be authorized to 

iHsue orders for said additional works, at prices not to exceed 
the amonnts set opposite each item. 

The PUESIDENT' put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a IlJajOl'ity of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 
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Earth from Brook Avenue Sewer 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, staiing that he could use some of the earth ex
cavated from Brook Avenue sewerin repairing the roads in the 
neighborhood, but he is unable to take it without the authority 
of the Board, as the contract provides that none of the mate
rial excavated shall be carried away. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the Superintendent of 
the Twenty-third and Twenty-fonrth Wards be authorized to 
take from the work of constructing the sewer in Brook Avenue 
such earth filling as he may require for repairing the roads, &c., 
in the neighborhood, provided he first obtains the consent of 
thi;l contractors therefor. 

The PRESIDENT put the que:;tion, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Firing a salute in Central Par k 

From Major-General Shaler, requesting permission for Bat
tery B, of the N. G. S. N. Y., to fire a national salute from 
some elevated point in Central Park at sunrise on the morn
ing of July 4th, 1878. 

Referred to the President with power. 

. Sedgwick Avenue, &c. 

From Mr. S. L. M. Barlow and Mr N. P. Bailey, stating 
that they are anxious to layout and open at their own expense 
the road through their property, extending from the present 
terminus of Sedgwick Avenue, where it crosses the Fordham 
Landing Road, to the King's Bridge Road, near Farmers' 
Bridge, aud asking that the grade of such road may be estab
lished. 
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Commissioner WETMORE moved that Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, 
Engineer, be directed to set the monuments and prepare and 
submit the grade map of said road. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

W. H. Dechert. 

From Mr. W. H. Dechert, applying for the position of Su
perintendent of Parks. 

Filed. 

W. J. Healy. 

From Mr. W. J. Healy, applying for the position of gate
keeper. 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Devlin, John B., graveL •.........•. ' . Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ...... 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ............. Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ..... . 

Norris d!; Williams, plumbing .......... Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ...... 

'Seaman, John A., paints, oil and varnish. Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ...... 

Van Riper, ehas., nails, shares, oil, &c .. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards. 

$1,119 58 

125 54 

12 50 

92 65 

19 28 

$1,369 55 
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RECAPITULATION 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ........ $1,350 27 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards.................. 19 28 

$1,369 66 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirteen hundred and sixty.nine dol~ 

lars and fifty-five cents • 

NEW YORK, June 19th, IS78. 

S. E. LANE, I .A1('diting 
SAML. CONOVER, f Committee. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bill, altd submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Noonan, Michael, labor and matls .... , . Drainage Dist. 24th 

Ward bounded by 

Fordham and P. 

Aves., &c ....... . $866 44 

Amounting to the sum of eight hundred and fifty-six dollars and forty-four cents. 

NEW YORK, June 19th, 1878. 

S. E. LANE, I .Auditing 
SAML. CONOVER, f Committee. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

THE PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was detf1rmined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 
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Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was or
dered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks in account with 

Smith E. Lane, Treasurer. 

OR. 

18'18. 

June 5. By balance. •• •. . . . . . . •• . •••••..... ,.. $662 32 

June 1\ to '} lIS. " cash received from permits, licenses and sheep 1,054 68 

---- $1,61'1 00 

DR. 
18'18. 

June 1\ to t T h'd' t C't T 15. f 0 cas pal III 0 I Y reasury .............. . 1,61'1 00 

$1,61'1 00 

S. E. LANE, 

Treasurer D. P. P. 

NEW YORK, Wednesday, June 19, 18'18. 

9:30 A. M. 

Mineral Springs, C. H. Schultz. 

Commissioner LANE, submitted a form of agreement cancell
ing the former agreement with Mr. Carl H. Schultz, dated the 
21st day of February, 1873, as of the 1st May, 1878; also a new 
agreement with Mr. Carl H. Schultz, fOI the sale of mineral 
waters, &c., in the building known as the" Springs" in Central 
Park, for four years from May 1st, 1878; and he offered the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the proposed agreement of cancellation of 
agreement with Mr. Carl H. Schultz, dated 21st February, 1873, 
and the new proposed agreement with Mr. Schultz to occupy 
the" Spring House" in Central Park be executed in duplicate 
on the part of the Department by the President, on the same 
being executed by Mr. Schultz. 

(Minutes, June 12, 18'18, p. 88.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined ill the. affima-
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tive a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Owen Carr 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Owen Carr, laborer, be restored to work. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Croquet on Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That until otherwise ordered by the Board, the 

President be authorized to grant permits for gentlemen to 
take part in croquet games, in Central Park. 

(Minutps, June 9, 1876, p. 97.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive a majority of all the members oUhe Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes- Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

The Pond in Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be, and he is 

hereby, directed to report a plan for an additional supply of 
water to the pond at the southeast portion of Central Park, 
together with an estimate of the cost of carrying such plan into 
effect. 

(Minutes, April 19, 1876, p. 748.) 

Adopted. 
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Tompkins Square. 

The PRESIDENT then presented and read a copy of Chapter 
411 of the Laws of 1878, passed on the 12th inst., authorizing 

the Common Council to direct the Department to restore 

Tompkins Square as a public park or square. 
(Minutes, March 21, 1877, p. 691.) 

Commissioner CONOVER thereupon offered the following 

resolution: 
Resolved, That before the plans for restoring Tompkins 

Square af> one of the public parks of the City as provided by 
Chapter 411, Laws of 1878, are adopted, the citizens of that 
portion of the City in which it is located, be respectfully request
ed to attend and present their views upon this subject to the 
Department, to the end that a practical and permanent im
provement may be made which will be regarded by the people, 
for whose immediate benefit the same is intended, with pride 
and satisfaction. 

Adopted. 
Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, 'l'hat the President be requested to obtain the 

opinion of the Counsel to the Corporation whether Chapter 411 
of the Laws of 1878 repeals Chapter 593 of the Laws of 1866, 
or any onhe provisions thereof. 

Adopted. 

Fourth Avenue Parks. 

The PRESIDENT then presented and read a copy of Chapter 
417 of the Laws of 1878, passed on the 14th inst., authorizing 
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to appropriate 
$25,000 for the improvement of the parks laid out in Fourth 

Avenue, from Sixty-seventh street to Ninety-sixth street. 
(Minutes, April 8, 1876, p. 739.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That application be, and hereby is, made to the 

Board of Estimate and Apportionment to appropriate and 
raise by tax in the year It)78, $25,000, to be expended by the 
Department of Public Parks in improving and regulating the 
several public !:'quares or places laid out and established 
within the lines of Fourth Avenue, in tbA City of New York, 
between Sixty-seventh and Ninety-sixth streets, in said City, a& 
authorized by Chapter 417 of the Laws of 1878. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whE'ther the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive a. majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, a.s follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 12 
o'clock H., to meet on Wednesday the 26th inst., at 9.15 o'clock 
A.. M. 

WM:. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESD£\ Y, JUNE 26th, 1~78. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:15 o'clock, A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 

" CONOVER. 

" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 19th inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Tompkins Square. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council forwarding a copy of 
the following resolution, which was approved by his Honor the 
Mayor on the 24th inst., viz.: 

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Park Department be, and they are 
hereby, requested to communicate to this Board at an early day such plans as 
they should adopt relative to restoring Tompkins Square as a public park, pur
suant to the act of 1878. in the event of being directed by the Common Council 
to so restore said square. 

(Minutes, June 19,1878, p. 102.) 

Filed. 

John Hogan. 

From the Comptroller, stating that he is informed by Mr. 
John Hogan, the claimant, under the provisions of Chapter 
398, Laws of 1878, that certain cut granite stone, said to be 
delivered by said John Hogan for the purpose of constructing 
a bridge over Spuyten Duyvil Creek, is now in the possession 
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of the Department of Public Parks; and asking, if such be 
the case, that he be furnished with a schedule of the number 
and sizes of the stone; and be informed in what manner they 
have become appropriated and used by the City. 

(Minutes, July 17 and November 20, 1872.) 

Referred to the President. 

Mill Brook. 

From the Secretary of the Health Departmeut, forwarding a 
copy of the following preambles and resolution, which were 
adopted by that department on the 20th inst., viz.: 

Whereas, The contractors engaged under the direction of the Department of 
Public Parks in the work of constructing Mill Brook sewer, have so obstructed 
tne channel of Mill Brook at and near the junction of Brook Avenue and One 
Hundred and Fifty-sixth Street, as to cause the overflow of three or more acres of 
adjacent lands and the accumulation thereon of stagnant and offensive water and 
sewage, and 

Whereas, This obstruction and such overflow and accumulation of offensive 
water, in the opinion of this Board, constitutes a public nuisance, dangerous to 
life and detrimental to health, the continuance of which, at this season of the 
year, is especially dangerous, therefore, 

Re"o!ved, That the Department of Parks be respectfully and urgently requested 
to adopt immediate and peremptory measures to cause such nuisance to be forth
with abated and to prevent the recurrence thereof at this or any other point upon 
the line of the said sewer. 

Also from E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, reporting upon the 
communication of Messrs Salomon & Burke, attorneys from 
Messrs. P. & W. Ebling, in reference to the same subject, in 
which he stateR that the difficulty occllrs in the manner in 
which the contractors for Brook A venue sewer constructed a 
sluiceway across One Hundred and Fifty-sixth Street, which is 
oft' the line of the work of the sewer; that this sluiceway is 
neither large nor deep enough; but that the sluiceway which 
the contractors constructed under his directions to carry the 
water over the arch of the new sewer is sufficiently large; that 
the contractors are now engaged in enlarging the sluiceway 
across One Hundred and Fifty-sixth Street, and that he thinks 
when this is done the trouble complained of will cease. 

(Minutes, June 5, 1878, p. 71.) 

Filed. 
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Boat Landing at the Lake. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that Mr. Thos. 
S. Dick, licensee of the boat service, requested permission to 
erect a new boat landing, in place of the present one, at the 
north end of the terrace, Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Thos. S. Dick be authorized 
to erect a new boat landing, 38 feet long and 10 feet wide, on 
the Lake, Central Park, at the north of the terrace, provided he 
covers same with an awning supported on turne<1 wooden posts, 
and that he makes the whole structure in a substantial and 
neat manner as directed by the Superintendent of Parks, and 
that the work be done at his (Mr. 'rhos. S. Dick's) own 

expense. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, 3S follows: 
Ayes--Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Teams for 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fOUJth Wards, requesting that two additional double teams be 

appointed. 
Commissioner WETMORE moved that the President be author

ized to appoint two additional double teams in the Twenty

third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 
(Minutes, April 10, 1878, p. 718.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes--Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 
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Boston Avenue. 

S. S. Haight. 

From Messrs. M. E. Bronson and J. E. Pierce, complaining 

of the condition of Boston Avenue. 

Also from Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, calling the atten
tion of the Board to the need of improvement in said avenue, 
from Third A venue to West Farms, and stating that before any 
improvement can be commenced it will be necessary to acquire 

title to the avenue, and that this is dependent on the prelimi

nary work of setting :street monuments in order to establish 
exact bour:daries. That to do this work he requires the 

assistance of an assistant engineer and two chainmen, for about 

a period of three weeks. 
(Minutes, May 1,1878, p. 5.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that Mr. S. S. Haight be 
employed as an assistant engineer for said purpose, for a period 
not to exceed three weeks, and that his pay be fixed at the rate 

of $1,500 per annum, during the time he is so employed; and 
that the President be authorized to appoint two chainmen for 
said work, for a similar period, and t1at their pay be fixed at 
$2.50 per day, for the time they are so employed. 

(Minutes, March 27, 1878, p. 699.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Laborers to Set Monuments. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, stating that he re

quires the services of two laborers to set the monuments 
recently purchased for the district near Spuyten Duyvil. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the President be author .. 
ized to detail two laborers for said purpose. 

Adopted. 
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Pay of InHpectors on Sewers. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, requesting that the 
Board adopt some fixed rate of pay for inspectors upon the 
work of constructing sewers. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the pay of Inspectors on Sewers, 
the construction of which shall be hereafter commenced, be, 
and is hereby, fixed at $4 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

HUlit's Point District. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, stating that the maps 
for filing of the Hunt's Point District, aTe nearly ready, and 
requesting to be instructed whether he shn11 nallle the streets 
on the maps. 

(Minutes, March 23, 1878, p. 688.) 

Commissioner LANE moved that Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, En~ 
gineer, be directed to submit to the Board a list of the nallles 
by which he proposes to designate the streets in said district. 

Adopted. 

Woodlawn Road. 

From Mr. W. W. Niles, requesting that the monuments 
designating the boundaries and grades of Woodbwn Road, be 

set. 
(Minutes, January 3, 1877, p. 509.) 

Referred to Mr. E. 13. Van Winkle, Engineer, for his report. 

Tompkins Square. 

From Mr. Theodore Louis and three others residents in the 
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neighborhood of Tompkins Square, making suggestions in re
lation to the plans for the improvement of the square. 

(Minutes, June 26, 1878, p. 105.) 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Ohairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 

Am. Dist. Telg. Co., rent and services ... Maint. and.Govmt. 

P. &OP ......•.. 

Bartlett Lamp Mfg. Co., lamp tops ...... Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Impt. &0 

Maint ........ . 

Crissey, Wm. V. &0 Co., salts and borax .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Dodworth, H. B., music ...... '" ...... Music, Cent. Park. 

Fischcr, Geo. &0 Bro., iron work ........ Museum of Art .. . 

Grafulht, C. S., music ................. :Music, Cent. Park. 

Hazard Powder Co., powder and fuse .... Maint. 2:ld &0 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Randibode P., coal. .......... , ........ Maint. aud Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . $56 20 

Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Impt. &0 

Maint......... 240 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund... ...... 090 

Lawrence, B. R., blacksmithing ........ :Maint. 23d &0 24th 

Wards ....• ,. 

Mott, J. L., Iron 'Works, castings, range, 

etc ........................... City Parks Jmpt. 

Fund ....... .. 

~8 36 

24 00 

5 00 

265 00 

2,511 00 

265 00 

6 80 

·59 50 

86 63 

126 74 
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Walton Bros., twine, bolts, nails, picks, 

etc ............................. Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ....... . $10 50 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 89 54 

100 04 

$3,408 0'7 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places. . . .. . . .. . . $159 10 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards................ ...... 53 93 

Harlem River Bridge, Repairs, Impt. and Maint.. . . . . . . . . 26 40 

Music, Central Park. . . .. ... .....................•... 530 00 

City Parks ImprDvement Fund ........... " . . ... . . .. . . . 12'7 64 

Museum of Art .......................... '" ..• , ... " 2,511 00 

3,408 0'7 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirty-four hundred and eight dollars 

and seven cents. 

S. E. LANE, } Auditing 
SAML. OONOVEE, Committee. 

NEW YORK, June 26th, 1878. 

Tbe Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bill, and submit the· same 
to the Board for approval. 

. Morgan, J. Pierpont, Treasurer, Expenses 

Museum N. H. ..... " ...•........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•••... $1,581 50 

$1,581 50 

Amounting to the snm of fifteen hundred and eighty-one dollars and fifty 

cents. 

S. E. LANE, 

.Auditing Committee. 

NEW YORK, June 26, 18'78. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap~ 
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prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Concord Avenue-Audit of Certificate. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following certificate of the Engineer 
in charge of the territory formerly constituting the town of 
Morrisania, in pursuance of proceedings authorized by the 
Board of Trustees of said town prior to the first day of J anu
ary, 1874, and submit the same to the Board for approval. 

CONTRACTOR. IMPROVEMENT. 
Number of 
Certificate. AMOUNT. 

1------------~ 1-----

Francis McCabe, 
Assignee of 

James Finnegan. 

Regulating and grading 
Concord Ave., from 

I 
Home t\t. to Westches· 
ter Ave. 

New York, Jun!) 26th, 1878. 

No. 1. $8,277 75 

S. E. LANE, ( Auditing 
SAML. CONOVER, f Oommittee 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following preamble and res~ 
olution: 

Whereas, The certificate of the Engineer in charge of the 
improvements in the territory formerly constituting the town 
of Morrisauia, in pursuance of proceedings authorized by the 
Board of Trustees of said town prior to the first day of J an
uary, 1874, set forth in the report of the Auditing Committee 
this day presented to the Board, has been examined and 
audited by the Commissioners of this Department; 
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Resolved, That the said Commissioners approve, and they do 
hereby approve, the work and amount certified by the said 
Engineer in said certificate; and that the Secretary be, and 
hereby is, directed to prepare the certificate to be delivered to 
the contractors mentioned in said report, in pursuance of the 
provisions of Section 7, Chapter 329, Laws of 1874, and in 
accordance with the said certificate of the said Engineer, and 
submit the same to the Commissioners of this Department for 
their signatures. 

(Minntes, June 12, 1878, p. 82.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolutioh, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting ill favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Mass meeting. 

Mr. Champion Bissell was then received, anrl he stated that 
he requested permission to hold a mass meeting in City Hall 
Park at an early date. 

Mr. Bissell having retired, 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the President be re
quested to grttnt permission to hold said proposed meeting on 
the Plaza, Union Sqnare. 

Adopted. 

New York Elevated Railroad Co. 

The Battery. 

'rhe PRESIDENT stated that the New York Elevated Railroad 
Company had renewed the application to extend its lines over 
the Battery Park and to erect a platform station on the Park. 

Commissioner WETMORE then offered the following resolu

tion: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to obtain the 
opinion of the Counsel to the Corporation whether this De
partment has the power and legal right to grant permission to 
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the New York Elevated Railroad Company to extend its lines 
and erect stations upon the Battery Park. 

(Minutes, April 24, 1878, p. 754.) 

Adopted. 

On motioll of the President, the Board adjourned at 11:30 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, July 3d, 1878, at 9:15 
o'clockA. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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'VEDNESDAY, JULV 3, 1878. 

REGULAR MEETING, 9:15 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" CONOVER. 
" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 26th day of June, 

1878, were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Fordham Avenue. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council forwarding a copy 

of the following resolution which had been approved by his 
Honor the Mayor, on the 1st July, 1878, namely: 

Resolved, That a cross-walk be laid across Fordham Avenue, near Eleventh 
'Street, Central Morrisania, under the direction of the Department of Public Parks, 
and that the accompanying ordinance therefor be adopted. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be filed, and 

that Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, be directed to prepare 

and submit specifications for the work directed, 
Adopted. 

Tompkins Square. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation as follows, viz.: 

LAW DEPARTMENT, ) 

OFFICE OF TIlE COU)iSEL TO TITE CORPORATION, t 
NEW YORK, June 25th, 1878. ) 

Han. JAM~S F. WENMAS, 

Pre.~ident of the Department of Public Parks: 
SIR,-I duly received your letter of the fourteenth instant, enclosing a copy of 

Chapter 411, of the Laws of' 1878, which authorizeb the Common Council to direct 
the Park Department to restore Tompkins Square, as a public park 'or square. 
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You request my opinion whether this act has the effect of repealing Ohapter ~93, 
of the Laws of 1866, or any portion of it. 

Tompkins Square was established by an act of the Legislature passed April 9th, 
1833, being Chapter 130 of the laws of that year. This act declared that all the 
land bounded by Tenth and Seventh Streets, Avenue A and Avenue B, was there. 
by laid out, and should be thereafter known on the map or plan of this City as a 
" Public Square or place," by such name 01' designation as the Common Council 
should direct; and authority was given to take proceedings for opening the same 
under the act of March 3d, 1807. Such proceedings were taken in 1834, and 
the Common Council subsequently designated the parcel of land as "Tompkins 
Square." 

Section 1 of Chapter 593 of the Laws of 1866, referred to in your letter, de. 
clared that Tompkins Square should be a public parade ground for the use of the 
National Guard of the First Division, State of New York, at such times as corn· 
mandants of regiments in said division should designate by orders. Section 2 of 
said act made it the duty of the Street Commissioner, on or before July 1, 1866, 
to remove all trees and other obstructions from said square, except the necessary 
lamp-posts and sllch trees as should stand within a line of ten feet from the fence 
surroundiug said square; ancl also to remove the fouutain or water-tank from said 
square, and level ancl grade the sm'face of said square in such a manner as to 
render it available as a parade grouud. The expense was to be charged against 
the city, and to be taken from the usual appropriations for public parks. 

Sectiou 1 of the Act, transmitted with your letter, is as follows: .' Tha Corn· 
" mon Council of the City of New York is hereby authorized to direct the Depart
"ment of Public Parks of the City of New York to restore Tompkms Square as a 
"public park or square." Sections 2 and 3 of the Act authorize the issuing of 
stock of the City to the amount of fifty thousand dollars, to meet the expense to 
be incurred uncleI' the first section, and also authorizes the raising, by taxation, of 
said amount of fifty thousand dollars during the year 1879. 

In the Act of 1833, above referred to, Tompkius Square is not spoken of as a 
park, but as a public square or place. It is evident, however, from the provisions 
of the Act of 1866, above t'eferred to, that it was treated not as an open place, but 
as a square or park. It appears to have been enclosed with a fence, and it would 
seem that there were trees and a fountaiu in it, from the fact that the Act directed 
the Street Commissioner to remove such fountain and trees. 

I think that the Act of 1878, transmitted with your letter, was passed with 
direct reference to said A ct of 18G6, and that it was the intention of the Legisla. 
ture that the Park Department, if directed by the Comm'JIl Council, should in 
good faith proceed with the improvement, as a park, of the entire parcel of land 
included in Tompkins 'Square. The p.rovisions of the second section of the Act of 
1866, which require the removal of all trees and other obstructions from the 
square, except neeessflry lilmp-posts and such trees as should stand within a line 
of ten feet from lhe fence that surrounded the square, and which also require the 
removal of the fountain, and the levelling and grading of the surface, are, there· 
fore, superseded and repealed. As the Act of 1878 merely pro,ides that Tomp
kins Square shall be restored "as a 1 ublie park or square," it would seem' that 
the Department has ti,e mme discretion in regard to the laying out, regulating, 
and improvement of this square that they have in reference to other parks and 
squares in this city. 

You do not state in your letter what the plans of the Department are for such 
re'toration, but whatever those plans may be I presume they will cause Buch 
changes as to make it impracticable, if not impossible, for the military to hereaf
ter \loe the Square as a parade ground. I think the Department has the power to 
make such changeo as will have this effect, and if the restoration of the Square as 
a "public square or place" necessarily or properly involves such changes it is the 
duty of the Department to make them. 

Filed. 

I am, sir, 
Yours respectfully, 

W. C. WHITNEY, 
Counsel to the Corporation. 

(Minutes, June 19th, 1878, p. 102.) 
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The Fond in Central Park. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting a plan for an 

additional supply of water to the pond at the southeast por
tion of Central Park, and recommending that a cascade be 

formed at the north of the pond by building rock-work, and 

supplying the water through a four-inch pipe from the Croton 
water-main; that a stone wall be built about three feet high 
across the narrow portion of the pond immediately north of the 

bridge; and that a large spray fountain be placed in the cen

tre of the pond south of the bridge, supplied by a four-inch 

pipe from the Croton water-main. Accompanying said report 
is a sketch of the pond showing the proposed works, and also 

a study of the proposed fountain. 
The cost of the work he estimates at $1,950. 

(Minutes, June 19th, 1878, p. 101.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the report of the Superintendent 

of Parks, the sketch of the pond showing the proposed works 
and the study of the proposed fountain be approved and 

adopted, and that the Superintendent of Parks be dire~ted to 

proceed with the work. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

theTeof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners vVenman, Wetmore, ConoveT, Lane 

-4. 

Sewer in Mott A venue, &c. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, stating that he has 

great trouble in getting Mr. P. Mulholland, contractor for con
structing the sewer in Mott Avenue, &c., to clear up the street 
and remove the surplus earth after he has laid the sewer, and 

requesting that a small force be employed for the purpose, the 
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Cost of which shonld be charged to the contractor as provided 

by section 11 of the specifications for the work. 

Commissioner Wetmore moved that said communication 

and subject be referred to the President, with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board wonkl 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the aftirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Woodlawn Road. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, reporting upon the 

request of Mr. W. W. Niles, that the monuments on Wood

lawn Road be set, and stating that to do so now woultl entail 

a large amount of work, and that the appropriation and force 

employed are not sufficient to justify him in recommending 

that the work be ordered at present. 
(Minutes, June 26, 1878, p. 109.) 

Laid over. 

Patrick Sheran. 

From the Captain of Police, reporting that Gate-keeper Pat

rick Sheran died on the 1st in st. 
(Minutes, Sept. 19, 1878, p. 304:) 

Filed. 

Eighty-first Street. 

From Mr. James F. Ruggles, stating that application 

will shortly be made to the Common Council by the owners 

of property on the north line of Eighty-first Street, between 

Eighth and Ninth Avenues, to have that portion of said street 

regulated, graded, curbed and paved; and requesting that this 

Department would make a similar application, inasmuch as 

that portion of the Central Park known as Manhattau Square 
fronts on the south line of said street. 
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The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
RS8olved, That the Board of Aldermen be, and is hereby, 

respectfully requested to direct that Eighty-first Street, from 
Eighth AV8Ime to Ninth Avenue, be gra(lecl, curbed and paved, 
alld that the sidewalk on the north side of said street be 
flagged. 

The PUESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolutiolJ, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aycs--Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane--4. 

Samuel Street 

From Mr. R. H. Shannon, requesting that proceedings be 
taken to acquire the title by the City of the street named 

" Samuel Street," on the adopted map of the Central District 

of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 
Filed. 

Landing passengers at Third A venue Bridge st.ps. 

From Mr. Sheldon Bullock, Captain of the steam launch 
Wm. H. Hoyt, asking permission to land and receive passen

gers at the steps of the Third A venue Bridge over Harlem 
River. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the request of Mr. Bullock be 
refused. 

Adopted. 

Brook Avenue Sewer. 

From Messrs. Jones and McQnade, contractors for the con
struction of Brook Avenue sewer, proposing that the Depart
ment make the following changes in the contract, to which 

they will agree, in order to prevent any nuisance arising from 
the stoppage of the water in Mill Brook, namely: 
I.-That the workprogressfrombutoue point instead of several; that is to say, 

beginning at the outlet, that the sewer be~oustructed in one continuous line 
therefrom nntil the northerly terminus be reached. 



120 [ nednesday, 

H.-The outlet will be finishe,] in n fow dap. Let the outlet and sewer proper 
be th"n carefully insl'eetell to the l'0int where it first meets the brook, and if 
found satisfactory. have so 11111("11 of t he work Accepted amI the contractors 
direet~d to turn the water into 1 he Sl'wcr at or Ilcar such point of contact. 

IIJ.--From that point pml'oeil to the next place where the sewer and brook again 
meet, have a like inspection, acceptance, and direction; and so continue until 
the whole is oomph,ted. 

IV.--The man-holes, basins, and portions of the work of that character, could be 
left until the last, and in the meantime the sewer utilized. 

y'-Or, as the disturbing of the soil in such a locality during the summer is 
likely to prove a Iluisance, direct that the work be suspended, say until Octo
ber, or until the warm weather is over. 

(Minutes, Jnne 26,1878, p. 106.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Engineer in charge of Brook Avenue 

sewer he instrncted to ini'pect each section of the sewer as 
complete(l, and that when accepted by him the contractors be 
a1l0wer1 to tum the water of }\Jill Brook into such section, 
provided that the seWlW between such section and the outlet 
has also Leen comp1ete(1 and aceeptec1. 

'fhe PRESIDENT pnt the qnestion whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tiYe, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Veterans of 1812. 

From Mr. J. Gould Warner, Adjutant of the Veterans of the 

War of 1812, asking that they be permitted to hoist the flags 

on the old fort in Central Park and on the Battery, on the 

morning of the 4th July, and also to make a display of fire

work sin Madison Square in the evening. 

Commissioner ,VETl\WRE moved that they be granted per

mission to hoist the flags as requested, but that they be not 

granted permission for fireworks in Madison Square. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 

presented the following report: 
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The AudIting Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Arnold, David, P., meat, tallow, etc .... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P.. . . . . . $271 25 

HarlemR.ll.Reps., 

Impt.and11aint. 

&c..... ...... 5 36 

Bottger, A., wire guards ........ , " ... Museum of Art .. . 

Claffiin, H. B. & Co., brown duck ...... Mott Ave., 138th 

and 144th St. 

Sewers ...... . 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ........ " ... Harlem R. RReps., 

lmpt., & Maint. 

Coogan, 'Vm., monuments ............. Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th 'Vards .... 

Colwell, W. H. & Son, lnmber ........ , .. Maint. etc., 23d 

and 24th Warda. 

Gatchel, A. S., rubber cloth ....... " ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

Gibb & O'Reilly, matls. and labor .... , .. Museum of Nat. 

History ...... . 
Gold and Stock Telegraph Co., rent of 

line ............................. Maint. and Govmt. 

$276 61 

114 00 

102 00 

78 06 

4 22 

1,633 27 

P. and P... . . . 62 50 

Harlem Gas Light Co., meter gas, May .. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P...... 22 82 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses .•........ Muint. and Govt. 

Jones, Chas. and T. P. McQuade, matIs. 

P. aud P.. . . . . . $102 90 

Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards.. 13 53 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23Q 

and 24th Wards 18 06 

and labor ....................... Brook Ave. Sewer. 

Merchant, S. L. & Co., Portland cement.Maint and GovL. 

P. and P ..... . 

134 49 

8,103 89 

Z9 00 
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Matt, J. L., Iron Works, iron pipe ...... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P.. . . .. . $527 27 

lIIaint. 23d and 

24th Wards... 128 23 

655 50 

Monnt's Son, H. R, brushes and dusters. ~faint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... . $13 02 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .... 

O'Donnell, John, milk. .... , ........... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Rogers, H. A., locks .................. l'Ilnint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Reeves, Robt. C., mower parts .... , ..... 1I1aint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Rnhe, Louis, bird food. . . .. ., ........ lIIaint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Shepperd, F., repairs to sprinklers ..... 1I1aint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Slate & Janes, letter boxes ............ 1I1aillt. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Tysen, David J., Jr., vegetables ........ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... . 

'Walton Bros., nails, waste, and cups .. ' . Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ...... . 

J'lIaint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ....... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

1 42 

$7 20 

1055 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places ....... , .. $1,376 07 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Mainte. 

nance ...... > .................................... . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Ward8 ..... , ........... . 

Surveying, Laying.mlt, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ........ . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ....................... .. 

107 26 

270 47 

Hi3 06 

1 42 

14 44 

9 92 

9 00 

69 22 

16 00 

40 10 

5 25 

216 50 

17 7~ 

$11,764 91 
---------
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Museum of Art .......•...•.... , • 

Museum Natural History ........•••..........•.•....... 

Mott Avenue, 138th and 144th Street Sewers ........ , ... . 

Brook Avenue Sewer ....................••••......... 

114 00 

1,633 27 

I) 37 

8,103 89 
--$11,'764 91 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eleven thousand seven hundred and 

sixty-four dollars and ninety-one cents. 

NEW YORK, July 3, 1878. 

S. E. LANE, { Auditing 
SAML. CONOVER, f Committee. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Commissioner CONOVER, from the Auditing Committee, pre· 
sented the following report. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bill, and submit the Sd.me 
to the Board for approval : 

Decker, Nicholas H. and { t'al d I b Improv't &; Oonst. 
George W. Quintard .... fma erl s [tn a or •.. 'RiversideAvenue, $15,006 79 

$15,006 79 

Amounting to the sum of fifteen thousand and six dollars and seventy-nine 

cents. 

SAlIlL. CONOVER, I Auditing 
f Oommittee. 

NEW YORK, July 3d, 1878. 

The above me~tioned bill having been read and passed on, 

the President moved that the Board do now approve it, and 



124 [ Wednesday, 

that the Secretary be directed to transmit it to the Finance 

Department for payment. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, WetmOIe, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be prin ted in the minutes. 

Department of Public Parks, 

In account with Smith E. Lane, Treasurer. 

CR. 
1878. 

June 15th} . 
to By cash recei,ed from permits ....... . 

July 3d. 
$10 00 

DR. 
1878. 

July 3d. To balance .... $10 00 

S. E. LANE, 

$10 00 

$10 00 

10 00 

$10 00 

T"easurer D. P; P. 

NEW YORK, Wednesday, July 3d, 1878. 
9.30 A. M. 

Riverside Avenue 

The PRESIDENT offered the f0110wing resolution: 
Reso7ved, That the penalties for the non· completion of the 

work of improving and constructing Riverside Avenue, on or 
before October 3ht, 1877, the time stipulated therefor, be, and 
l:ereby an', remitted up to the 1st July, 1878. 

(Minntes, ;llay 29, 18~8, p. 02.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the ~oard voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes.-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

Washington Square. 

Oommissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be directed to 

report a plan for removing the two roadways through and 
across Washington Square, west of the Fifth Avenue roadway, 
and for turfing and laying out walks through the same, 
together with an estimate of the cost of the same. 

Adopted. 
(Minutes, May 29, 1878, p. 53.) 

New York Elevated Railroad. 

Oommissioner LANE presented a map, showing the proposed 
extended lines of the New York Elevated Railroad on the 
south portion of the Battery Park, and also a license; and he 

offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the license between this Department and the 
New York Elevated Railroad Company, dated 3d day of .July, 
1878, be adopted. That the map of the routes of s:1id railway 
across the Battery be also adopted, ano that the President be, 
and hereby is, authorized and directed to execute and deliver 
the said license, and to certify the map, and that the map be 
thereupon filed. -

Resolved, That after said license shall have been duly exo
cuted and delivered, the same shall be printed, together with 
the map accompanying the same, as a document of this Board. 

(Minutes, June 26th, 1878, p. 113.) 

(See Document No. 80.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Aye.q-Commissioners Wetmore, Oonover, Lane-3 .. 

No-Oommissioner Wenman-L 
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Offices at 36 Union Square. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That it be referred to Oommissioner Lane to take 

such action as may be necessary to insure the speedy comple
tion of the alterations at present being made in the offices of 
the Department by the landlord, the New York Mutual Gas
Light 00. 

(Minutes, February 27, 1878, p. 630.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at twelve 
o'clock M., to meet on Wednesday, July 10th, 1878, at 9:15 
o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary n. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 10th, lS7~. 

ADJOURNED l\1EETING-9:15 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present- Commissioner W ENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" 
" 

CONOVER. 

LANE. 

The minutes of the prevIous meeting ot the 3d inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Hunt's Point District. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, submitting a dia
gram of the streets, &c., in the Hunt's Point District, with the 
proposed names for the same. 

(Minutes, June 26, 18'18, p. 109.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that tho names for the streets, &c., as 
proposed by the Engineer, be approved, and that he be di
r0cted to so designate them upon the maps to be filed. 

Adopted. 

Sale of Sheep. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, recommending that the 
following sheep be sold this year, viz., 4 five year old ewes, 1 
four year old ewe, 5 yearling ewes, and 27 ram lambs. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the sheep recommended by the 
Director of the Menagerie, be sold at public auction, on Wed
nesday, the 21st August, 1878. 

(Minutes, August 1, 1877, p. 203.) 

Adopted. 

Drains near Fordham. 

From Mr. Michael Noonan, Contractor for the Construction 
of Drains near Fordham, in the 24th Ward, claiming to be en
titled to $2,122.55 more than is allowed him on his final esti
mate by the Engineer in charge; and also to be not charged 
for the overtime of the Inspectors on the work. 

(Minutes, June 5, 1878, p. 68.) 

Referred to Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, for his report. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined a.nd audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Briggs, Wm. H. dz; Dennis Valentine, oc-

cupation of offices, stable, dz;c ...... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ..•. $120 00 

Devlin, John B., graveL .............. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 560 00 

Fitzsimons, M., putting on tin roof ..... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . a6 33 

Mullane, John, rock salt, feed, barley, 

dz;c .•••... " .........•••..•..... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 235 91 

Shady, J. dz; J., fish •...•••••.•.••.... Maint. and Govt. 

P. andP ...... 10 80 

Young, Chas. C., bread ••••........... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ....•• 89 25 

$1,002 29 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ..• " .•• 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards ..................... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund •••..••.•...•••••.•.•... 

$285 96 

120 00 

596 33 

-- $1,00229 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of one thousand and two dollars and 

twenty-nine cents. 

NEW YORK, July lOth, 1878. 

S. E. LANE, t .Auditing 
BAHL. CONOVER, f Oommittee. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 

separately, the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Finance Department for payment. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
.Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane / 

-4. 

John Boyle. 

The PRESIDENT presented two complaints against Special 
Patrolman John Boyle, one preferred by Mr. J. Taylor and 

the other by Mr. J. M. Flagg, in which they complain of his 
having subjected them to rough treatment wi-thout cause, and 
of having addressed them with vile language. He also pre
sented the evidence he had taken in the matter of Mr. Taylor's 

complaint, and a report recommending that the officer be re

moved from the employment of the Department. 
(Minutes, April 17, 1878, p. 740.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the report of the Presi

dent be reoeived and adopted I and that Special Officer John 

j 
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Boyle be, and hereby is, removed from the employment of the 

Department. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Reorganization of Department. 
By.Laws. 

Commission.er CONOVER, Chairman of the Special Committee 
on the Reorganization of the Department, presented a partial 
report, recommending that Sections 2 and 5 of Article II. of the 
By-Laws be repealed, and that other provisions set forth in 
said report be enacted in their place. 

(Minutes .Tune 12, 1878, p. 92.) 

Laid over. 

City Hall Park. Stands, &c. 

The Treasurer, to whom it was referred with power, to have 
the stands and other encroachments on City Hall Park north 
of the Post Office removed, presented a report upon the sub
ject, and offered the following resolution, viz. : 

Resulved, That this report be accepted, and that it be referred 
to the Superintendent of Parks, to report upon the kind of 
pavement for the sidewalk on the north side of the Post Office, 
south of City Hall Park, regarding durability and economy of 
expense, together with an estimate of the cost. 

(Minutes May 15, 1878, p. 39.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, CoJ1over, Lap,e.."" 

i! 
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Vacations. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That it be referred to the President, with power, 

to grant leave of absence to the employes of the Department 
for summer vacation. 

(Minutes, June 27,1877, p. 137.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

Batt.ery Park. 

Crook's Cornet Band. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That permission be, and hereby is, granted to 

Crook's Cornet Band to play twice a month on the Battery 
Park, without compensation, and that the concerts be con
ducted under the supervision of the Superintendent of Parks, 
who shall furnish a stand for the purpose, and a light if 
necessary. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Ijane-

4. 

Michael Whelan. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
ResOlved, That Michael Whelan be notified to appear before 

the Board at its next meeting, preliminary to his appointment, 
in the place of Special Patrolman John Boyle, removed. 

(Minutes July lO, 1878, p. 129.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-

4. 

Closets, &c. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 
Resolu-ed. That all urinals be kept open until 10 o'clock P. M. 

untill further order. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

Tree Guards. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the permission granted to Mr. D. Rosenberg 

to place six of Cottman's patent tree-guards around the trees 
on Madison Sqnare and the Plaza at Fifth Avenue and Fi£ty
ninth Street be, and hereby is, revoked and rescinded. 

(Minutes, May 29, 1878, p. 58.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10:40 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 17th inst., at 9:15 

o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY JULY 17, 1878. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK, A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner WENMAN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

WETMORE. 
OONOVER. 
LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 10th inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Manhattan Square. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of this 
Department to the condition of the drainage in Manhattan 
Square, Oentral Park. 

Filed. 

Third Av., Fultou Av., 170th St. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the 
Department to the condition of the receiving basin at the north
east corner of Third Avenue and One Hundred and Seventieth 
Street; also to the condition of the crossing at Fulton Avenue 
and One Hundred and Seventieth Street. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards. 
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Drains neilr Fordham. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, reporting upon the 
claim of Mr. Michael Noonan, contractor for the construction 
of drains near Fordham in the Twenty-fourth Ward. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, July 10, 1878, p. 128.) 

The order of business was then suspended, and Mr. B. N. 
Harrison, counsel for Mr. Michael Nponan, and Mr. Noonan, 
were received, and Mr. Harrison was heard in support of Mr. 
Noonan's claim. 

They then retired, and the order of business being resumed, 
Commissioner Lane moved that the said subject be referred to 
the President to investigate and report upon. 

Adopted. 

Road leading from Broadway to Spnyten Dnyvil Station. 

From Mr. Hiram Barney, stating that he and some other 

owners of property have had a map of the grades of the road 
leading from Riverdale A venue, at or near his land, to Broad
way near Mosholu, prepared, and offering to give it to . the 
Department, without cost to the City, i£ the Department will 
have it examined by the Engineer of the Department, and if 
found correct, file it as required by law, to establish the 
grades. 

(Minutes, April 17 and 24, 1878, pp. 735 and 746.) 

'rhe PRESIDENT moved that Mr. H. Barney be requested to 
submit the map he has had prepared for the inspection and ex
amination of the Commissioners. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, submitting plans and 
specifications for the following works in connection with the 
Museum of Art building, namely : 
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White marble tiling in basement-estimated cost. . . . .. $4,500 
Heating " "1,900 
Carpenter's work " " 650 
Gas fitting" " 400 

Endorsed on said communication is the following: 

" Approved for Trustees of Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
"THEODORE WESTON." 

Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting that none 
of the works shown on the plans and specifications are included 
in any of the present contracts, and that it is necessary to have 
said works executed to complete the basement story under the 
main hall. 

(Minutes, June 19, 1878, p. 96.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said plans and specifications be 

approved; that the Secretary be directed to prepare and pub~ 
lish advertisements for proposals for the white marble tiling 
and the heating, at public letting; and that the Treasurer be 
authorized to issue orders for the carpenter's work, and for the 
gas fitting, at .prices not to exceed $650 for the former, and 
$400 for the latter. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the membms of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

George Quirk. Lawrence Oonner. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty~ 
fourth Wards, recommending that George Quirk and Lawrence 
Conner, laborers, be restored. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said George Quirk and 
Lawrence Conner be restored. 
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The PRESIDENT put the questiou whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
--4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. Braunsdorf and Metz, complaining that they did 
not receive the order for the construction of the cases, &c., for 
the Museum of Natural History building, although they con
sidered themselves the lowest bidders for the work. 

The Treasurer stated that there was another bid lower than 
that of Messrs. Braunsdorf and Metz, and that he had given the 

order to the party making the lowest bid. 
(Minutes, June 12, 1878, p. 80.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be filed. 

Adopted. 

Tree on the Battery Park. 

New York Elevated Railroad Company. 

From the Superintending Gardener reporting that the tree 
on the Battery Park, which stands in the way of the proposed 
extension of the New York Elevated Railroad Oompany's track, 
is an American elm, with a trunk of twenty inches diameter, 
measured four feet from the ground, is over sixty feet in height 
and perfectly sound. 

(Minutes July 3, 1878, p. 125.) 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Oommissioner LANE, Ohairman of the Auditing Oommittee, 
presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
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examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval : 
Bell, M., harness repairs .•••.........•. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Central Gas-Light Co., gas ............. Harlem R B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M ........... .. 

Cooper, Hewitt & Co., wire ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ..... .. 

Donaldson, T. & Son, roughing glass, &c .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Dodworth, H. R, music ........ .' ...... Music, Central Pk. 

Grafulla, C. S. music ................ , .Music, Central Pk. 

Gordon, R, Act'g Treas., expenses, Mus. 

Art ......... ,. .................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Handibode, P., coal. .................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ....... 

Maint. 23d and 

$'1 80 

24th Wards.... '1 13 

Harlem R R, 
Reps., Impt. and 

M ............ . 

City Parks Impt. 

F ... 

Museum of Art .. 

Harmer, Hays, & Co., harness materials. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Maint. 2qd and 

24th Wards .•.• 

Harlem Gas-Light Co., meter gas •..•••. Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ...... . 

Harlem Gas.Light Co., gas, June ••.•••. Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ...... . 

Harlem R R, 
Reps., Impt. and 

M ....•••••••. 

1 80 

1 20 

51 20 

$'1 00 

1 '15 

$58 '11 

33 55 

46 6'1 

1 54 

4 13 

495 00 

265 00 

453 10 

69 13 

8 'Iii 

22 2'1 

92 26 
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Lawrence, B. n., blacksmithing. . . .. .. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Manhattan Gas-Light Co., gas, meter .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP .•..... 

McNab &- Harlin Mfg. Co., plumbing 

materials ........................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .••• 

City Parks Impt. 

F •.......•... 

Merchant, S. L. &- Co., Portland cement. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP .....•• 

Metropolitan Gas-Light Co., meter gas .• Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ...•••• 

Metropolitan Gas-Light Co., gas, June ••• Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ...... . 

Morgan, J. Pierpont, treas., expenses 

Mus. of Natl. History ............... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ....•.. 

New York Gas-Light Co., gas, June ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ..• , ••• 

New York Mutual Gas-Light Co., gas, 

June .............................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ....•.. 

New York Mutual Gas-Light Co., meter 

gas ................................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... . 

Rogers, H. A.., hammer, lock, ~c ........ Maint. and Govm't 

P. '" P ...•.••• 
Maint. 23d and 

[ Wednesday, 

15 2/i 

17 29 

$3 61 

2 25 

80 

6 66 

3000 

49 27 

133 25 

1,009 75 

328 50 

213 95 

19 50 

$8 6l\ 

24th Wards.... 3 00 

Reeves, Robt. C., seed ................. Maint. and Govm't 

P.&-P ....... . 

Schwarzwaelder, W., tables and shades. Museum Natural 

History ••..••• 

Seaman, John A., paints, oil, &-c ••• .... • Maint. and Govmt. 

P.&P ........ . 

11 61l 

7 9/i 

684 00 

26 66 
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Walton Bros., sash, cord, &c •.......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.&P ........ . 

Wheatly, R. R., oats and corn ..•...••.. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Wetmore & Co., iron .................. Maint. and Govm't 

p. &;P ......... 

Willis &; Dyer, granite platform· .....•. Museum Natural 

History ....... 

RECAPITULATION.' 

Maintenance aud Government of Parks and Places .... , • .• $2,432 11 

Maintenance Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards..... 98 98 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Mainte-

nance ...........................•.•.•..•..•..... 

Music Central Park ........ , ...........•••.....••.... 

City Parks Improvement Fund ................. , ...... . 

Museum of Art .••......................•...•..•..•.. 

Museum of Natural History .........•.......••.....••. 

82 02 

'160 00 

2 00 

51 20 

932 00 

21 60 

65 05 

'1 69 

24800 

$4,31i8 81 

--- $4,358 31 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of forty-three hundred and fifty eight 

dollar8 and thirty-one cents. 

S. E. LANE, } Auditing 
SAML. CONOVER, OommiUee. 

NEW YORK, July 17th, 1878. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bill, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Devlin, John B., graveL ............... City Parks Imp. 

Fund ......... . $54'1 80 

$54'1 80 

Amounting to the sum of five hundred and forty-seven dollars and eighty 

.cents. 

S. E. LANE, i Auditin!J 
SAML. CONOVER, r Oommittee. 

NEW YORK, July 1'1, 1878. 
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The above mentioned bills having been read and passed 
on separately, the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now 
approve them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a. majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4:. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parh in aCC01<nt with 

Smith E. Lane, 'lreasurer. 

18'78. OR 

July 3. By balance .............................. . $10 00 

Jul
y

1;. to} "cas~c~e.c~~~~~ .f~~~ ~~c~~.s~~,. ~~~~~ . ~~~~~t.s: 630 'l.7 
$640 27 

DR. 

JulY1~. to} To cash paid into City Treasury. . . .. . . .. . .. $630 27 

July 17. "balance .......... , ............... " . . .. 10 00 
$640 27 

S. E. LANE, 

Treasurer D. r. P. 

NEW YORK, July 17th, 18'78. 

9:30 A. M. 

S. H. Conklin, Patrolman. 

The PRESIDENT presented charges preferred against patrol
man S. H. Oonklin, by Mr. James A. Britton, for having in-' 
suIted him and having arrested him without cause, on the 23d 
and 29th days of June last; also the evidence taken in the 
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matter before Commissioner Lane and himself, and they ver
bally reported and recommended that the charges be dismissed, 
as Mr. Britton failed to show that the officer had exceeded his 
duty. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the report of the Presi
dent be accepted and that the recommendation therein be 
adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it w~s determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Reorganization of Department. 

By-Laws. 

Commissioner LANE moved that the report of the Special 
Committee on the reorganization of the Department presented 
at the last meeting of the Board, and laid over, be now taken 

up. 
(Minutes, July 10, 1878, p. 130.) 

Adopted. 

Commissioner LANE then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That so much of the report of the Special Com

mittee on the reorganization of the Department as recom
mends the repeal of Sections 2 and 5 of Article II of the By
Laws be adopted; and that said sections be, and hereby are, 
repealed. 

The PRESIDEN'£ put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissionen; Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 
Oommissioner LANE then offered the following resolution as 
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a substitute for the rema.inder of the recommendations contained 

in said report, viz. : 

Re8olved, 'fhat the following By-Law be, and hereby is, en
acted, adopted and known as Section 2 of Article II of the 
By-Laws of the Department: 

SECTION 2. There shall be a Superintending Architect, who shall have general 
supervision, control and direction of the plans and works of construction and 
maintenance. 

There shall be an Engineer of Construction and a Topographical Engineer, 
under the Superintending Architect, who shall be designated by those titles. 

The Engineer of Construction shall have charge of the construction works in 
the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, and also of the construction and 
repair of all worke connected with the improvement of the navigation of Harlem 
River and Spy ten Duyvil Creek and the tunnels and bridges connected with the 
Rarne. 

The Topographical Engineer shall have charge of the works relating to the 
laying out of the streets and avenues and monumenting the same. 

There shall be a Superintendent of Parks, who shall supervise all the foremen, 
mechanics and lahorers employed in the parks. 

The PRESIDENT moved to amend said resolution, by adding 
at the end of the first paragraph of said proposed By-Law, and 
immediately after the word "maintenance" the following: 
" Under the control of the Department." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to sait! motion to amend, and it was determined in the 
negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not 
,,:,oting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Conover, Lane-2. 

The PRESIDENT then moved to amend said resolution by 
s1l'lking out of the second paragraph of said proposed By
Law, the following words: "Under the Superintending Ar
chitect." 

The PRESIDENT put thA question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion to amend, and it was determined in the 
negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not 
Toting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore-2. 

Noes-Oommissioners 0onover, Laue-2. 
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The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 
would agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Julius Munckwitz. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mr. Julius Munckwitz be, and he hereby is, 
transferred from his present position in the Department, and 
appointed Superintending Architect, and that his salary be, 
and hereby is, fixed at the rate of $3,000 per annum. 

(Minutes, Feb. 26 and Mar. 24, 1875, pp. 542 and 600; Jan. 24, 1877, p. 565; 
Jan. 5, 1878, p. 493.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Eugene E. McLean. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mr. Eugene E. McLean be, and he hereby is, 
transferred from his present position in the Department, and 
appointed Engineer of Construction, ILnd that his salary be, 
and hereby is, fixed at the rate of $2,500 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT moved to amend said resolution by substitut
ing $3,000 in the place of $2,500 therein. 

(Minutes, Mar. 27, 1878, p. 697.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion to amend, and it was determined in the 
negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not vot
ing in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore-2. 
Noes-Commissioners COD over, Lane--2. 
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The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the 

affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4-. 

Edgar B. Van Winkle. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mr. Edgar B. Van Winkle be, and he hereby 
is, transferred from his present positions in the Department and 
appointed Topographical Engineer, and that his salary be, and 
hereby is, fixed 'tt the rate of $2,200 per annum. 

(Minutes, Oct. 8, 1875, p. 317; Mar, 27, 1878, p. 699.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

John F. Dawson. 

Oommissioner OONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mr. John F. Dawson be, and he hereby is, 
appointed Superintendent of Parks, and that his salary be, and 
hereby is, fixed at the rate of $2,500 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

Edward J. Lewis. 

Oommission6r OONOVER then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mr. Edward J. Lewis be, and he hereby is, 
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appointed Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, and that his salary be, and hereby is, fixed at 
the rate of $2,000 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determjned ill the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wetmore, Conover, Lane-3. 
No-Commissioner Wenman-I. 

Battery Park. 

New York Elevated Railway Co. 

Commissioner LANE presented an amended map of the pro
posed extended lines of the New York Elevated Railroad 
across the Battery, and offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the map of the route of the extension of the 
New York Elevated Railroad Company across the Battery this 
day presented be adopted in the place and stead of the map 
adopted on the 3d day of July, 1878, and that said map be cer
tified and filed; and that the President be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to annex a copy of this map to the 
license to the New York Elevated Railroad Company, and to 
execute the license on the part of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution as a 
substitute therefor: 

Resolved, That the map of the proposed extended lines of 
the New York Elevated Railroad Company across the Battery 
this day presented by Commissioner Lane be referred to Mr. 
F. A. Oalkins, Assistant Engineer of the Department, to ex
amine and report whether same is correct, and to show thereon 
the platform and stairs as proposed in the aforeerpent. 

(Minutes, July 3d, 1878, p. 125.) f 3", 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said substitute resolution, and it was determined in 
the negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W fmman, Conover-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Wetmore, Lane-2. 



146 [ Wednesday, 

The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 
would agree to said original resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wetmore, Conover, Lane-3. 
~.No-Commissioner Wenman-I. 

Tree on Battery Park. 

New York Elevated Railroad Company. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That authority be given to the New York Elevated 

Railroad Company to remove one tree standing in the way of 
the proposed extension of the track of said company across the 
Battery. 

The PRESIDENT moved to amend said resolution by adding at 
the end thereof, the following: 

Said tree being an American Elm, with a trunk of about 20 
inches diameter, measured 4 feet above ground, 60 feet in 
height, and perfectly sound. 

(Minutes, July 17th, 1878, p. 136.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion to amend said resolution, and it was de
termined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of 
the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3 . 
.No-Commissioner Lane-I. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree to said resolution as amended, and it was deter
mined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the 
Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wetmore, Conover, Lane-S. 
No-Commissioner Wenman-I. 

Police. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the following be adopted as the "regulation 

standard" for all appointments on the police force: 
Height, minimum, five feet seven inches; weight, minimum, 
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one hundred and thirty-six pounds; age, twenty-one years to 
thirty-five years; and that the Surgeon be instructed to reject 
all applicants who do not come up to the above requirements, 
and who are not in good physical condition. 

(Minutes, March 6th, 1878, p. 147.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Museum of Art. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Whereas, the Treasurer has invited and received proposals 
for the work of flooring, &c., in the Picture Galleries in the 
Museum of Art building, heretofore authorized by the Board, 
and the lowest bid which he has been able to obtain is $348, 
which is $48 in excess of the amount authorized by the Board, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the Treasnrer be, and he hereby is, author
ized to issue an order for said work, at a cost not to exceed 
$348. 

(Minutes, Juue 19, 1878, p. 96.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follow; 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Music Programme. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution; 
Resolved, That it be referred to the President, with power, 

to cause the Music Programme, published for the Concerts on 
the Mall, Central Park, to be remodeled and improved, 

(MiUlltes, Mar, 20, 1878, P, 682,) 

Adopted. 
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Patrick Horan. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, 'that Patrick Horan, laborer, be, and he is hereby, 
restored to work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners ,,7 enman, Wetmore, Conover, La.ne 
-4. 

Police. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Thomas Green, James Murphy, John 
O'Keefe, William Coughlin, Dennis Cremins, Charles F. Ryan, 
Bernard Butler, Charles F. Kelly, JohnF. Murphy, William H. 
Keeler, John Larkin, Maurice Sheehan, and William N. Brown, 
be. notified to appear before the Board, at its next meeting, 
preliminary to their appointment as Gate Keepers. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows; 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Thomas Wade. John W. Dusenbury. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Post Keepers Thomas Wade and John W. 
Dusenbury be, and they are hereby, transferred from their 
present positions of Post Keepers, and appointed Gate 
Keepers, on the Police force. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it WlOlJS determined in the affirm~ 
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ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Fourth Av. Parks. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Superintending Architect be, and he 

hereby is, directed to prepare plans for the improvement of the 
Parks on Fourth A venue, between Sixty-seventh Street and 
Ninety-sixth Street, and to submit the same, with an estimate 
of the cost of carrying them into effect, to the Board. 

(Minutes, .Tune 19, 1878, p. 102.) 

Adopted. 

Michael Whelan. 

Mr; Michael Whelan having appeared before the Board, as 
directed at the .last meeting of the Board, 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That Michael Whelan be, and he hereby is, ap

pointed a Special Patrolman on the Police force of the Depart
meat, and that his pay be fixed at $2 per day. 

(Minutes, July 10, 1878, p. 131.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane. 
-4. 

Quartmrlly Report' .. 

The PRESIDENT then presented the Quarterly Report to his 
Honor the Mayor, ending June 30, 1878, and after it was read, 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
!lesolved, That the QuarterlyReport to his Honor the Mayor, 

thIS day presented and read, be approved, and that the Presi. 
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dent be authorized to sign and transmit the same to his Honor 
the Mayor. 

(Minutes, May 8, 1878, p, 30.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board adjourned at 2 
o'clock P. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 24th inst., at 9:15 
o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secreta-ry D. P. P. 

", 
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WEDNESDAY, JULY ~,., 1878. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner W ENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" CONOVER. 

" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 17th inst. were 

read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Tompkins Square. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following preamble and resolution, which were approved 

by his Honor the Mayor, on the 20th inst., viz. : 

lllhereas, By Chapter 411 of the Laws of 1878, power is conferred upou the 
Common Couucil of the City of New York, to restore Tompkins Square as a 
public park; 

Resolved. That the Department of Public Parks be, and the same hereby is, 
directed to immediately take and adopt all necessary measures to restore said 
square as a public park; always provided that said work of restoration be done 
only by days work, and not by contract. 

(Minutes, July 3, 1878, p. 115.) 

Filed. 

Commissioner CONOVER then offered the following preamble 

and resolution; 
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Whereas, An Act of the Legislature has been passed in 
reference to the improvement of Tompkins Square, and resolu. 
tions of the Common Council on the same subject have been 
communicated to the Board, 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Superintending Architect 
to report thereon with plans and recommendations. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes.-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Commissioner CONOVER then offered the following preamble 
and resolution; 

Whereas, The Common Council by resolution adopted by 
the Board of Aldermen, on the 16th July, 1878, and approved 
by his Honor the Mayor on the 20th July, 1878, has directed 
this Department to restore Tompkins Square as a public park, 
as authorized by Chapter 411 of the Laws ot 1878, 

Resolved, That requisition be, and hereby is made upon the 
Comptroller of the City of New York, to create and issue in 
the name, and on behalf of the Mayor, Aldermen and Com
monalty of the City of New York, a public fund or stock to 
the amount of fifty thousand dollars, to be applied to payment 
for the work so directed by the Common Council, as authorized 
by Section 2, Chapter 411, Laws of 1878. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8.-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Ohristopher Street Park. 

From the Clerk of the Common Oouncil, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution, which was approved by his Hl?llOr 

the Malar, on the 18th jnst., viz. ; 
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Re:;olved, That the Department of Public Parks be, and is hereby, requested to 
cause the sidewalk of the triangular park, bounded by Grove, Christopher aud 
West Fourth Streets, to be repaired and put iu good order, as soon as possible. 

(Minutes, April 24, 1878, p. 752.) 

Filed. 

Robbins Avenue. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of this 
Department to the condition of Robbins Avenue, 200 feet south 
of One Hundred and Forty-seventh Street. 

Referred to the Topographical Engineer for his report. 

Roads in Central Park. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the con
dition of the roads in Central Park, and recommending that 
from 4,000 to 5,000 cubic yards of gravel be purchased for the 
repair of the roads this summer; also that the six inch drain 
pipes for carrying off the surface water from the roads, be 
replaced by twelve inch drain pipes. 

Commissioner LANE moved that said communication be 
filed, and that the Treasurer be authorized to purchase from 
time to time, gravel for the roads in Central Park, to the 
extent of three boat loads. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as fo~lows ; 

Ayes.-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Third Avenue, Fulton Avenue, 170th Street. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-~hird and Twenty
fourth Wards, reporting that the receiving basin at Third 
Avenue and One Hundred and Seventieth Street was cleared, 
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before the receipt of the communication from the Board of 

Health; also that the crossing at Fulton A venue and One Hun

dred and Seveutieth Street would be repaired immediately. 
(Minutes, July 17, 1878, p. 133.) 

Filed. 

Jerome Avenue. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty

fourth Wards, requesting authority to sprinkle Jerome Avenue 
for a few hours each day. 

(Minutes, May 22, 1878, p. 43.) 

Filed. 

Laborers for 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth "'.,. ards, stating that on account of two laborers being 
detailed to set monuments he now has only a working force of 

twenty laborers, and requesting that it be increased to twent.y
five while the season is favorable for work. 

Oommissioner OONOVER moved that said communication be 

filed, and that four additional laborers be employed in the 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

(Minutes, June 26, 1878, pp. 107 and 108.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determine~ in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Emil Bleyer. 

From the Superintending Engineer of Riverside Avenue 

Oonst:uction, recommending that the pay of Mr. Emil Bleyer, 
Ohainman, be increased to $78 per month. 
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Commissioner CONOVER moved that said communication be 
filed, and that the pay of Mr. Emil Bleyer, Chainman, be in

creased from $65 per month, and fixed at $78 per month. 
(Minutes, April 17, 18'18, p. '131 ) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lana 
-4. 

Frederick Greiffenberg. 

From Mr. Frederick Greiffenberg, Draughtsman, requesting 
that his title be changed to that of "Assistant Engineer and 
Draughtsman," and that his salary be increased to $1,800 per 
annum. 

(Minutes, Mareh 27, 1878, p. 699.) 

Filed. 

Also from the Topographical Engineer, stating that should 
the Commissioners see it right to grant the request of Mr. 
Frederick Grieffenberg it would be in every way satisfactory 
and agreeable to him. 

Filed. 

Road leading from Broadway to Spuyten Duyvil Station. 

From Mr. Hiram Barney, forwarding the map of the grades 
of the Spuyten Duyvil Parkway from Riverdale Avenue to 
Broadway, which he and other property owners had had pre

pared. 
(Minutes, July 17th, 1878, p. 134.) 

Referred to the Topographical Engineer for his report. 

Sewer in 141st Street. 

From Mr. Wm. R. Beal and eight other owners of lots front
ing on One Hundred and Forty~first street, requesting that a. 
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sewer be constructed in said street from Third A venne to Brook 
Avenue. 

Referred to the Engineer of Construction to report. 

Battery Park. 

Crook's Cornet Band. 

From Mr. C. Theo. Griffith, Secretary of Crook's Cornet 
Band, inviting the Commissioners to be present at the first con
cert to be given at the Battery Park on Friday evening the 
26th inst., at 8 o'clock. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that said communication be 
filed, and the invitation accepted. 

(Minute!, July 10th, 1878, p. 131.) 

Adopted. 

Tompkins Square. 

From Mr. Robert H. Bartholomee, Mr. Hugh McGregor and 
Mr. Justus H. Schwab, forwarding copies of certain resolutions 
with reference to the plans of the proposed changes in Tomp
kins Square, which had been adopted at a meeting held on the 
13th July, 1878, and re-adopted at another meeting held on 
the 15th July, 1878. 

(Minutes, July 24th, 1878, p. lIi1.) 

Filed. 

Also from Mr. Robert H. Bartholomee, Mr. Hugh McGregor 
and Mr. Justus H. Schwab, requesting that they be invited to 
consult with the Commissioners upon the subject of the plans 
for the proposed changes in Tompkins Square. 

Filed. 

Thomas P. Pino. 

From Mr. Thomas P. Pino, applying for the position of 
superintendent or overlooker of the proposed work on Tomp
kins Squl:l.re. 

Filed. 
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Patrick McCabe. 

From Hon. Wm. R. Roberts and sixteen other members of 
the Board of Aldermen, requesting that Mr. Patrick McCabe 
be appointed a foreman on the parks. 

Filed. 

S. S. Haight. 

From Mr. William G. Ackerman, requesting that Mr. 
Stephen S. Haight, Assistant Engineer, be continued in the 
employment of the Department. 

(Minutes, June 26th, 1878, p. 108.) 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Arnold, David P., meat and vegetables .Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... :. 

Conrad, Joseph, top dressing ........... Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Colwell Lead Co., lead pipee, &c ........ l'IIaint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ......• 

City Parks Impt. 

$23 58 

Fund... .... .. '1 88 

Coogan, Wm., basins .... , ........... Drainage Dist. 24th 

Ward, bounded by 

Fordham and P. 

Aves., &c ....... . 

Colgate & Company, soap .............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP., ... ,. 

Harlem R. B., 

$504 

~ep8.,Imp.&M. 96 

$230 78 

125 00 

31 46 

90 00 

~-- Ii Q() 
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Devlin, John B., Belgian block! ....... Maint., etc., 23d 

lind 24th Wards 

Donaldson, T. and Son, globes and tops .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P.llndP ..•.... 

Dodworth, H. B., music .......••.... , . Music Central P .. 

GrafuIIa, C. S., music. . . .. . . . . • • . . . •. Music Central P .. 

Hazard Powder Co., powder and fuse .. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .•. 

Jube, John P. & Co., wagon materials ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and Poo ..... 

King, Briggs & Co., files and rasps .•.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Martin, J. M. C. & Sons, duster .....•.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Mott, J. L. C. & Sons Iron Works, set 

drinking fountains ................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

City Parks Impt. 

F ........... . 

O'Donnell, John, milk ................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and P ...... . 

Taylor, A. S., newspapers ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ....... . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ................. . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ...............•......... 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint.. ..... . 

Music-Central Park ...................•......•...... 

Drainage Dist., 24th Ward, bounded by Fordham Ave., etc. 

[ Wednesday, 

$26 25 

140 00 

$357 95 

231 30 

147 88 

96 

525 00 

90 00 

$9800 

21 50 

265 00 

260 00 

8 30 

1040 

13 76 

3 52 

166 25 

10 64 

12 48 

$1,353 09 

$1,353 09 

Amounting in the aggregate to the slim of thirteen hundred and fifty. three 

dollars and nine cents. 

S. E. LANE, } Auditing 
SAM. CO.NOVJ;;R, OQmmittee. 

N¥w YORl>, July 24th, 1878. 
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The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, J-Jane 
-4. 

Drains near Fordham. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the claims of Mr. 
Michael Noonan, contractor for the construction of drains near 
Fordham, in the Twenty-fourth Ward, presented a report, in 
which he recommends that none of said claims be allowed. 

(Minutes, July 17, 1878, p. 134.) 

Commissioner LANE moved that said report be accepted and 
adopted, and that the claims of Mr. Michael Noonan, contractor, 
be disallowed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion. and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

.American Veterinary Hospital. 

The PRESIDENT presented two bills of the American Veter
inary Hospital, for attendance upon the horses of the Depart
ment-one of $67, for services rendered in 1877, and the other 
of $40, for services rendered in 1878-and both of which bills 
are certified by the Superintendent of Parks to the effect tha.t 
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the number of visits charged for IS correct, and that they 

were necessary. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that said bills be approved 
when audited by the Auditing Committee. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative" 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4:. 

Coal. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to prepare and in

sert the necessary advertisements for proposals for furnishing 
the Department with coal for the current year, not to exceed in 
all 600 tons, and to be delivered at such times and places, and 
in such quantities, as may be required during lS78. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-CommissIoners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Battery Park. 

New York Elevated Railroad Co. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That it be referred to Commissioner Lane, with 

po.wer to see that the terms of the two agreements betwe{ln 
thls Department and the New York Elevated Railroad Com.., 
pany, one dated the tenth day of February, 1876, and the 
other dated the third day of July, 1878, are from time to time 
Qomplied with. . 

(Minutes, July 17, 1878, p. 145.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
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agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-' 
tive, a majority of 3;11 the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

F. A. Calkins. Otto Sibeth. S. E. Warren. Julius Munckwitz, Jr. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
. Resolved, That the duties of Frank A. Calkins, Assistant 

Engineer, Otto Sibeth, Draughtsman, Samuel E. Warren, 
Draughtsman, and Julius Munckwitz, Jr., Draughtsman, be 
performed under the direction of the Superintending Architect. 

The PRESIDE':NT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
--4. 

Employment of Laborers. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That all tickets for mechanicR and laborers issued 

for all work on Manhattan Island, shall bH sent by the Secre
tary, addressed to the Superintendent of Parks; and for all 
work in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards such 
tickets shall be Eent by the Secretary, a(ldressed to the Super
intendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

(Minutes, February 28, 1877, p. 644,) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
Il,gree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wetmore, Conover, Lane-3. 

No-Commissioner Wenman-I. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That on the appointment of any mechanic or· 

laborer, the Secretary notify the Disbursing Clerk of such ap-
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pointment, and that on the Disbursing Clerk being further 
notified by the employe under whose supervision such mechanic 
or laborer is placed, that he has gone. to work, he place his 
name on the pay-roll. 

Tl:e PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members ;of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

Estimates for work, &c. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution : 
Reso7ved, That from and after this date all estimates for 

material and work, whether through Treasurer's orders or 
otherwise, shall be opened by the Board at a Board meeting 
and publicly announced at that time. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
therdof, as .follows: 

Ayes-Gommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

c. B. Trimble. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Charles B. Trimble, General Foreman, be 

discharged from the employment of the Department, on the 
ground that the diminished appropriation is not sufficient to 
maintain such position. 

(Minutes, Feb. 2'7, 1878, p. 632.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 
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T. F. Goodwin. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Thos. F. Goodwin, Inspector of Works, be 

discharged from the employment of the Department on the 
ground that such position is no longer necessary, and that the 
diminished appropriation is not sufficient to maintain such 
position. 

(Minutes, March 13, 18'78, p. 662.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that it be referred to the 
Superintending Architect to report upon the duties of Mr. 
Thos. F. Goodwin, Inspector of Works, and the necessity of 
continuing such a position; and that said resolution be laid 
over until his report is received. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commis8ioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane--,-
4. 

Horses. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Reso7,ved, That it be referred to Commissioner Conover to 
examine and report upon the horses belonging to the Depart
ment, and what disposition should be made of them, and what 
additional horses are required. 

Adopted. 

Police. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the undermentioned members of the police 

force be, and they hereby are, removed and discharged from 
the emt'loyment of the Department, viz. : William Birk, Richard 
W. Morgan, George P. Schaaff, Ignatz Scheier, Michael R. 
Halpin, Phillip Corcoran, James P. Larkins, Michael McGuiness, 
Michael McLaughlin, James McCarthy, William White, John 
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Pye, John Stienert, Frederick Vanni, Fritz H. Von Dohlen 
and Lawrence Moorecroft. 

(Minutes, March 6, 18'18, p. 646.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

...dyes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Edward L. Parkes, John McCa.rthy and Ed

ward Darke, gate-keepers, be, and they hereby are, promoted 
and appointed patrolmen on the police force. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

...dyes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

Thomas Green, James Murphy, John O'Keefe, William 
Coughlin, Denis Cremins, Charles F. Ryan, Bernard Butler, 
John F. Murphy, William H. Keeler, John Larkin and Maurice 
Sheehan, having appeared before the Board as directed at the 
last meeting, and the Police Surgeon having reported favorably 
on his examination of each of them, Commissioner CONOVER 
offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Thomas Green, James Murphy, John O'Keefe, 
William Coughlin, Denis Cremins, Charles F. Ryan, Bernard 
Butler, John F. Murphy, William H. Keeler, John Larkin and 
Maurice Sheehan be, and they hereby are, appointed gate
keepers on the police force of the Department. 

(Minutes, July 1 '1, 1878, p. 148.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board adjourned at one 
o'clock P. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 31st inst.~ at 9:30 
o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secre.tary D. P. P • 

• 
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WEDNESDAY, J(}L't 3i, 1878. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9.30 O'CLOCK. A. M. 

Present--Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" 
" 

CONOVER. 

LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 24th inst., 
were read and approved. 

Drains near Fordham. 

On motion of the President the order of business was sus
pended, and Mr. Burtoll N. Harrison, counsel for Mr. Michael 

Noonan, was received. He stated that 1\£r. Noonan was still 

of the opinion that he was entitled to be allowed the claims he 
made for extra compensation for the work of constructing 
drains near Fordham, in the Twenty-fourth Ward, and he re

quested that the Department would advise the Comptroller to 

pay the final estimate without requiring Mr. Noonan to sign 
the usual release. He then presented a draft of a letter which 
he suggested might be sent to the Comptroller, and withdrew. 

(Minutes, July 24, 1878, p. 159.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the President be author

ized and requested to explain to the Comptroller of the City 

the nature of Mr. Michael Noonan's claims. 

Adopted. 
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The order of business was then resumed, and the following 

communications were presented and read: 

Tompkins Square. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor

tionment forwarding a copy of the following resolution, which 
was adopted by that Board on the 26th inst., namely: 

Re .• olved, That the Comptroller be, and he is hereby, authorized to issue at 
such rate of interest as he may determine, not exceeding six per cent. per annum, 
" Consolidated Stock of the City of New York," t.o the amount of fifty thousand 
dollars, payable November 1. 1879, as authorized by Chapter 411 of the Laws of 
1878, and called for in requisition of the Department of Public Parks, dated July 
24, 1878, as the amount required under said act to restore Tompkins Square as a 
public park or square. 

(Minutes, July 24, 1878, p. 152.) 

Filed. 

Surveying and Laying Out 23d and 24th Wards. 

Hunt's Point District. 

From the Topographical Engineer, with the three similar 
maps of the Hunt's Point District prepared for filing. 

(Minutes, March 23, 1878, p. 688.) 

Commissioner LANE then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That James F. Wenman, President of the Board of 

Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks be, and he 
hereby is, designated and directed to certify and file, in ac
cordance with law, the three similar maps or plans, each com
prising a title sheet, index map, field uotes and explanatory 
remarks, and sixteen other sheets, and entitled, "Map with 
"field notes and explanatory remarks, showing the location, 
"width, course, windings and classification of streets, roads 
" and avenues, and public parks or places, within that part of 
" the Twenty-third and adjoining part of the Twenty-fourth 
"Wards of the City of New York, bounded on the west by the 
" westerly line 'of St. Ann's, 'l'hird and Fordham Avenues, of' 
.' the north by proposed streets, roads and avenues, defining a 
" line distant about 400 to 1,300 feet north of the line of the 
" Twenty-third Ward, on the east by the boundary line of the 
.' City of New York, and on the south by Long Island Sound 
"and One Hundred and Forty-first Street) in Morrisania, 
" designated The Bunt's Point District, as laid out and classi
f' fled. ~Uq qis.Q9utinued lltuq clQseq by the Commissioners of 
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" the Department of Public Parks of the Oity of New York, 
" in pursuance of the provisions of Ohapter 604 of the Laws of 
" 1874 and Ohapter 436 of the Laws of 1876," and dated" New 
"York, March 23d, 1878," the said streets, roads and avenues 
and classification of the same, and the said public parks and 
places, and the discontinuing of streets, being such as to the 
Oommissioners of the Department of Public Parks seems most 
conducive to the public good. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover Lane 
-4. 

Robbins A-venue. 

From the Topographical Engineer reporting upon the com· 
plaint of the Health Department concerning· the condition of 
Robbins Avenue, between One Huudred and Forty-fifth and 
One Hundred and Forty-seventh Streets, and recommending 
that said avenue be either graded or that the depressions be 
filled up with earth or gravel and that sha.l1ow ditches be made 
along the curb line with a stone culvert across the roadway. 

(Minutes, July 24, 1878, p. 153.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of the 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards be directed to have 
said avenue repaired by filling up the depressions and making 
the ditches and culvert as recommended by the Topographical 

Engineer. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 
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E. B. Van Winkle. 

From the Topographical Engineer making application to 

have his salary increased. 
(Minutes, July 17, 1878, p. 144.) 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the salary of Mr. Edgar B. Van Winkle, 
Topographical Engineer, be, and hereby is, fixed at the rate of 
$2,500 per annum, to commence on the date of his transfer to 
his present position. 

The PRESIDE~T put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, ~nd it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of t1e Board voting III 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

No-Commissioner Conover-I. 

Road from Spuyten Duyvil Station to Broadway. 

From the Topographical Engineer reporting upon the map 

of the grades of the Spuyten Duyvil Parkway, from Riverdale 

Avenue to Broadway, presented by Mr. Hiram Barney, and 

recommending that it be not adopted as an official map, but 
that he be authorized to llse it or any portion of it that mtty 

tend to forward the completioll of the regular map made by 

the Department. 
(Minutes, July 24, 1878, p. 155.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the recommendations of the 

Topographical Engineer be adopted by the Board, and that he 
be authorized to use said map as suggested. 

Adopted. 

S. S. Haight. 

From the Topographical Engineer requesting that the ser

vices of Mr. S. S. Haight, Assistant Engineer, and two chain

men be retained long enough to enable him to complete the 
field work rendered necessary by the orders of the Board on 
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the 17th April, and 19th June, 1878, in relation to the Spuyten 
Duyvil Parkway and the road extending from the terminus of 
Sedgwick Avenue to Kingsbridge Road. 

(Minutes, April 1 7th, June 19th, July 24th, 1878, pp. 735, 9'7 and 157.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the employment of Mr. S. S. 
Haight, Assistant Engineer, and the two chainmen, as author
ized by the Board on the 26th day of June, 1878, be continued 
for a period of three weeks in addition to the time for which 
they were so authorized to be employed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Thos. F. Goodwin. 

From the Superintending Architect reporting that nearly all 

the work which it was necessary to have inspected by Mr. 
Thos. F. Goodwin is completed, but that as the masons and 
stone cutters of the Department are not now in the imme
diate charge of any foreman, he would recommend th$lt Mr. 
Goodwin be transferred from his present position, and that the 
masons and stone cutters be placed in his charge. 

(Minutes, July 24, 1878, p. 163.) 

Commissioner LANE then oflered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. Thomas F. Goodwin be, and he hereby 

is, transferred from his present position in the Department and 
appointed stone cutter in charge of masons and stone cutters, 
and that his pay be, and hereby is, fixed at the rate of $3 per 
day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 
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Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. W. A. Haines, Chairman of the Executive Com
mittee of the Trustees of the American Museum of Natural 

History, requesting that the following additional works in con
nection with the equipping of the Museum of Natmal History 

building be ordere~, viz. : 

1. Wire screeus ou the first, second and gallery stories-six to each. 
2. A drinking fountain near the south end of the building, with the needed 

conuections. 
S. A window shade on south side of the Curator's room, fourth floor. 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting upon said com
munication, and recommending that said works be ordered. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said works be ordered; that 
the Treasurer be authorized to issue orders therefor, and that 
the cost thereof be charged to the fund for establishing and 
equipping said building. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4:. 

Washington Square. 

From Mr. Thos. Egleston, Secretary of the Pub!ic Parks 
Protective Association, calling the attention of the Commis
sioners to the condition of Washington Square. 

(Minutes, April 10, 1878, p. 725.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that said communication be 
referred to the President. 

Adopted. 
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Map of Washington Ridge Road. 

From Mr. John P. Cumming, requesting permission to make 
a copy of the profile map of Washington Ridge Road. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the permission requested be 
granted. 

Adopted. 

New York Elevated Railroad Company. 

Maps of the west side. 

From the New York Elevated Railroad Company, asking 
permission to make copies of the maps in the Department, 
showing the location and topography of the streets and avenues 
west of Eighth A venne and north of Fifty-ninth Street. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the permission requested be 
granted. 

Adopted. 

John Pye. 

From Mrs. Elizabeth H. Belcher, requesting that John Pye 
. be restored to hi~ position on the police force. 

(Minutes, July 24, 1878, p. 163.) 

Filed. 

Michael McGuiness. 

From Mr. ~Iichael McGuiness, applying to be restored to his 
position on the police force. 

plinutes, July 24, 1878, p. 163.) 

Filed. 

John Steinert. 

From Mr. John Steinert, applying for a positi()n in th~ 
Department. 

(Mlnl,ltes, .Tuly ~4, 1878, p. 164.) 

filed. 
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Riverside Avenue. 

From Messrs. Decker & Quintard, contractors for Riverside 
Avenue construction, requesting that the Department would 
recommend the Comptroller of the City to pay them a portion 
of the percentage reserved on the amount due them for the 
work done. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that said communication he 
referred to the President, with the request that he will consult 
with the Comptroller of the City in relation thereto. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Am. Veterinary Hospital, medical ser-

vices ..........•.•... , ....•....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1877. 

Am. Veterinary Hospital, medical ser-

vices ... " ........••............... Maint. &; Govmt. 

P. &;P .•..•••• 

Bartlett Lamp Manfg. Co., globes and 

tops .....••......•..•............. Maint. &; GoYmt. 

P. &;P .••••••• 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps. Impt. and 

M .....•...... 

Brennan, ,Vm., plastering ............. Museum of Art .. . 

Brennan, 'Vm., plastering ............. Museum of Art .. . 

Cressey, Wm. V. &; Co., sponge .... " . Maint. and GGvmt. 

P. and P ..... 

Cotter, John, repairing clock ......... , .Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Colwell, W. H. &; Son, lumber ••.•.•••. Maint. 23d &; 24th 

Wards ....... . 

$67 00 

40 00 

$38 00 

36 00 
74 00 

1,680 00 

66 00 

12 ~O 

5 00 

86 13 
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Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ••••.•...•... Maint. and Govmt. 

_. P. and P ..... . 

Early & Lane, matches ............... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P •..... 

tt Journal of Commerce," year's sub .... ,Maint. and Goymt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Lester Oil Co., lubricating oil .......•. Maint. ·and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... 

Harlem R. B., 
Reps.,Impt. and 

M .......... .. 

City Parks Impt. 

F ..........•.. 

Moffat, Davis & Co., leather .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. & P ....... . 

Mount's Son, H. R, brushes, &c ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Poo ..... 

Harlem R B., 

Reps. Impt., and 

M .......... . 

Noonan, Michael, labor and matls ....... Drainage Dist.24th 

Ward, boulllied 

by Fordham and 

P. A venues, &c. 

Page, Kidder & Fletcher, paving tar ... City Parks Impt. 

F ............ . 

Page, Kidder & Fletcher, paving tar ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Pratt, Chas. & Co., oil ..........•.•••• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Harlem R B. 
Reps., Impt. and 

M .......... .. 

Museum of Art ... . 

Salamander Works, drain pipe ••••....• Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ........ . 

Seaman, John A., paints, oils, &c ....•• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

$30 24 

10 80 

1 80 

$22 39 

1 46 

$5 72 

2 42 

13 09 

$60 59 

2 '75 

12 00 

42 84 

20 84 

2il 85 

2,940 49 

481 12 

96 00 

21 23 

114 80 
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Slollne, W. J., carpets, &c .............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Poo ....•• 

Van Riper, Chas., pails and screws ..... Maint. 2Sd & 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Walton Bros., horse nails and spike .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Poo ..•• 

Harlem R. B., 
Reps.,Impt. and 

M ............ . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 1877 .. . 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ...... . 

Harlem River Bridges Repairs, Improvement and Mainte-

$6 00 

2 90 

$67 00 

757 38 

nance. _ ........................•.. _... .•...• 53 58 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ....... _ . . . . . .. . . . 203 99 

City Parks Improvement Fund. _ ...•. " ... ' • . .. . . .. . . . 482 92 

Museum ot Art............... ....... ................ 1,759 09 

Drainage District 24th Ward, bounded by Fordham and 

Pelham Aves., &c ............................... 2,940 49 

$302 48 

3 06 

8 90 

$6,264 41> 

$6,264 45 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of sixty-two hundred find sixty-four 

dollars and forty-five cents. 

NEW YORK, July 31st, 1878. 

S. E. LANE, t Auditing 
SAM'L CONOVER, f ·Comm.ttee. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bill, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 

Devlin, John B., gravel. . . .. . • . . ... Maint. and Govm't P. and P... $554 77 

$554 77 

Amounting to the sum of five hundred and fifty-four dollars and seventy 

Beven cents. 

NEW YORK, July 31st, 1878. 

S. E. LANE, I Auditing 
AAML. CONOVER, f Committee, 
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The above mentioned bills having been read and passed oil. 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Horses. 

Commissioner CONOVER presented the following report: 

To the Oommissioners of P1tblic Parks: 
NEW YORK, July 30th, 1878. 

The undersigned, to whom it was referred to examine and report upon the horses 
belonging to the Department, what disposition should be made of them, and what 
additional horses are required, 

RESPECTFULLY REPORTS: 

That he has visited the stables at the Central Park, and recommends the sale at 
once of the following horses as unfit for further service: 

1st. The horse usually driven by Captaiu Corcoran. He is 14 years old, has a 
splinter cf the nigh foreleg, limps badly, is worn out and unfit for work. 

2d. A sorrel pony, 16 years old, blind in one eye, spavined in both hind legs, 
and in a very bad condition and totally unfit for work. 

3d. An old horse known as Ge01'ge, one of the horses in use by the Superinten. 
dent of the Twenty.third and Twenty.fourth Wards, totally unfit for service. 

The undersigned recommends as being required for the use of the Department 
six good horses suitable for wagon use. He abo recommends the purchase of one 
light top wagon. 

The undersigned presents this as a partial report, and will at a. future day report 
on the condition of the other horses now in UBe by the Department. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
SAlII'L CONOVER. 

(Minutes, July 24, 1878, p. 163.) 

Commissioner LANE, then offer.ed the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the report of Commissioner Conover be re

ceived, and that the Treasurer be authorized to issue orders 
for the purchase of six horses and one light top wagon for the 
use of the Department, and that it be referred to Commissioner 
Conover to make selection of the horses and wagon, and that 
the horses named in said report be sold. 

The PRESIDENT moved to amend said resolution by striking 
out therefrom the words, "and one light top wagon." 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, to amend said resolution, and it was de

termined in the negative, a majority of all the members of the 
Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Conover, Lane-2. 
The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wetmore, Conover, Lane-3. 
No-Commission er Wenman-I. 

Les Promenades de Paris. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolntion : 
. Res(jlvfcl, That the Treasurer be, and hereby is, authorized 

to issue an order for the binding in Ruitable form of the text 
and plates of the publication entitleu Les Promenades de 
Paris. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma~ 
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wellman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Bridges over Harlem River. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolvecl, That it be referred to the President, with power, 

to prescribe and direct the hours and times at which the 
Bridge Tenders of the bridges over the Harlem River, shall 
be required to open the draws of said bridges. 

Adopted. 

Laborers. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That four additional laborers be appointed on the 
Parks. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board wc;>uld 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.c1yes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Julius Mune)cwits. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the salary of Mr. Julius Munckwitz, Superin

tending Architect, be, and herehy is, fixed at the rate of $3,500 
per annum, to commence on the date of his transfer to his 
present position, and that he be paid out of the appropriation 
for salaries. . 

(Minutes, July 17,1878, p. 143.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the nega
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.c1yes-Oommissioners Wenman, Lane-2. 
Noes-Oommissioners Wetmore, Oonover-2. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the salary of the Superintending Architect 

be charged to the appropriation for salaries. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma,: 
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.c1yes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Surplus of '100 in hands of Disbursing Clerk. 

Oommissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the $100 paid to William Van Valkenburgh. 

the Disbursing Olerk, on theol'der of the President, without 
the order of this Board, be reclaimed by the Department, and 
that said Van Valkenburgh be direct~d to pay the same to the 
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Treasurer, to be by him paid into the City Treasury, according 
to the claim of the Comptroller, made in his letter to the De
partment, of May 11th, 1877, .and in case of the failure of said 
Van· Valkenburgh to pay sald money to the Treasurer, the 
same shall be deducted from his salary. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following, as a substitute for 
said resolution, viz. : 

Resolved, That the action of the President, in restoring the 
$100 to Mr. William Van Valkenburgh, Disbursing Clerk, on 
Apri117th, 1878, be approved by the Board. 

(Minutes, May 31,1877, p. 79.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said substitute resolution, offered by the President, 
and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the 
members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-ComtIlissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 
No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Frederick Greiffe~berg. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the title of Mr. Frederick Greiffenberg be, 

and hereby is, changed from that of "Draughtsman" to 
"Assistant Engineer and Draughtsman." 

(Minutes, July 24, 1878, p. 155.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Hiram Barber. 

E. T. T. Marsh. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That Dr. Hiram Barbel' be, and he hereby is, re~ 

moved from the position of Police Surgeon; and that Dr. E. 
T. T. Marsh be, and hEl hereby is, appointed Police Surgeon in 
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his place, and that his salary be fixed at the rate of $1,000 per 
annum. 

.(Minutes, April 30, 1875, p. 694.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it waS determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Police. 

OommissionerOONovER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Henry Seymour, Patrolman be, and he hereby 
is, discharged from the employment of the Department, and that 
Richard W. Morgan be restored to his position as Gate Keeper 
on the police force. 

(Minutes, July 24, 1878, p. 163.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said re!'!Olution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board. voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Gate-keepers John O'Keefe, William Coughlin, 

Thomas Green, J olm Dolan, J ohll F. Murphy, John Larkin and 
Maurice Sheehan be, and they hereby are, promoted and ap
pointed patrolmen on the police force. 

(Minutes July 24, 1878, p. 164.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority' of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover,Lane 
-4. 

Charles F .. Kelly, William N. Brown, Manus Sheehy, Wil
liam Costello and Eobert Kelly having appeared before the 
:Soard. 
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The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Oharles. F. Kelly, William N. Brown, Manus 

Sheehy, William Oostello and Robert Kelly be, and they here
by are, appointed Gate Keepers on the police force of the De
partment. 

(Minutes July 24, 18'18, p. 164.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners WenmtJ.n, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Battery Park. 

Crook's Cornet Band. 

Commissioner OONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That permission be, and hereby is, given to Orook's 

Cornet Band, to play on the Battery Park each lfriday even
ing during the remainder of the season. 

(Minutes July 24, 18'18, P 1M .. ) 

Adopted. 

Minutes. 

The PllESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary be, and hereby is, directed to 

l'!end bound copies of the minutes of the Department for the 
year ending May 1, 1878, to the following persons, namely: His 
Honor the Mayor, The Oomptroller of the Oity, The City 
Ohamberlain, 'l'he Oounsel to the Oorporation, ex-Oommis
sioner H. G. Stebbins and ex-Oommissioner David B. William-
lSon. 

Adopted. 
(Minutes, May 8, 18'18, p. 29.) 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 12 
o'clock M., to meet on Wednesday, the 7th day of August, 1878, 
at 9: 30 o'clook A. M. 

WK. lBwm, 
SlCretiJry D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7th, 1878. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:BO O'CLOCK .l.H. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" CONOVER. 

" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 31st July, 1878, 

. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Estiw3tes for 1S711. 

From the COMPTROLLER of the City, as foHows : 

CITY OF NEW YORK, DEPi.RTMENT OF FINANCE, L 
COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, August 5, 18'78. I 

To the Don. JAMES F. WENMAN, 
President Dept. of Publi~ Parks. 

Sir,-At a meeting of the Board of Estimate and Apportioument, created by 
Chapter 335 of the Laws of 1873, on August 1, 1878. the following preamble and 
resolutions were adopted, to wit: 

" Whereas, Section 112 of Chapter 335 of the Law. of 1873, as amended by 
" Section 20, Chapter 757, Laws of said year, provides as folllfws: 

"The Mayor, Comptroller. President of the Board of Aldermen and the Presi. 
" dent of the Department of Taxes and Assessments, shall constitute a Board of 
"Estimate and Apportionment, who shall, annually, between the first day of 
" August and the first day of November, meet and, by the affirmative vote of all 
" the members, make a provisional estimate of the amounts required to pay the 
" expenses of conducting the public business of the City and County in each depart. 
" ment and branch thereof, and the Board of Education, for the then next ensuing 
" financial year. * * * * * .. 

" For the purpose of making Eaid provisional estimate, the heads of departments 
" and the Board of Education shall, at least thirty days before the said provisional 
" estimate is required to be made as herein provided, send to the Board of Appor. 
" tionment, an estimate in writing, herein called a departmental estimate, of the 
" lIID.ount of eli:penditures, specifying in detail the objects thereof required in their 
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.. respective departments, including a statement of each of the salaries of their 
" officers, clerks, employes and subordinates. 

" The same stntement as to salaries and expenditure shall be made by all other 
" officers, persons and boards having power to fix or authorize them 

" A dl\plicate of the8e departmental estimates and statements shall be made at 
.• the same time to the Board of Aldermen." Therefore, 

.. R,,",ol,'ed, That the Comptroller be requested to notil y the heads of all the City 
.. Departml~nts, and the (lfficers of the City and County of New York. to prepare 
.. their" Departmental Estirnates" for the year 1879, in conformity with the 
.. foregoing provisions of law. and send the same to the Board of Estimate and 
.. Apportiunment priort? the 1st day of September, 1878 . 

.. Resulved. That the officers of all institutions which may be entitled by law to 
.. allowances of money from the City and County of New York, be also notified by 
.. the Complroller to s('nd their estiJ!lates for the year 1879." 

In compliance with the forl'going resolutions, I request that you will furnish, 
prior to the ht day of Septembl'l' next, an estimate, in writing, conforming to all 
the requirements of Section 112 of the law referred to in said resolntions. 

By excluding every item of expense from the departrnental estimates which is not 
actually necessllry. and redncing all expenditures that are admitted to the lowest 
amOUll'S sufficil>nt for tlie objects and purposes thereof, it is confident ly hoped and 
believed that a material r.eduction can be made in the aggregate amount of the 
appropriations and tbe taxes reqnired for the support of the CIty Government in 
the y"ar 1879. . 

Heads of D~partments, Judges of the Courts, BoaT'ds and Commissions, officers 
of charital,le institutions, and all otbel's in authority to whom this circular is sent, 
·are. tlll'l'elore. respectfully and earnestly requested to examine carefully and min
utely into every class and kind or expense lor which estimates are made, and to 
admit not a single dullar in them that can possibly be dispensed with and ex
cluded. 

The Board of Est.imate and Apportionmel't possess only a limited control over 
the annnal appropriations f(,r which taxes are raised, the principal part of them 
bein~ PI'OVil\eu for and fixed by law; but whatever discretionary power the law 
confers npon the Board over the appropriations, will be rigorously enforced 
against every eXl'ense which is not deemed absolutely indispensable. 

Respectfully, 
JOHN KELLY, 

Oomptroller. 
(Minutes, Sept. 13, 18'77, p. 283.) 

Referred to the President to prepare the draft departmental 
estimates. 

Fourth Avenne Parks. 

From the Superintending Architect, submitting plans for 

~be improvement of the parks in Fourth Avenue, from Sixty
seventh Street to Ninet]-sixth Street, together with ali esti
mate of the cost of the work, as follows, viz: 
Granite coping .............. __ ............ _ ..... __ . $1,300 
II'£>11 I·ailing. _ ........ _ .... _ ..... _ .. _ .... _ .. _......... 575 
FOltndation wall and dig'ging ....................... __ . 650 
Earth filling, planting, &0 ... '" _ ... _ •..•. " ....... _ . . . 260 

Cost of each park. . .. ....... _ ........ _. . .... _ " .... __ ... . 
Total cos, of the 29 parks ... _ . __ .... _ . _ ••. _ ..... _ .•. __ ••••.•• 

(Minules, July 17, 1878, p. 14.9.) 

$2,785 00 
$8u,766 00 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the plans for the improvement 
of said parks submitted by the Superintending Architect, be 
approved and adopted, and that he be directed to prepare and 
submit specifications for the work. 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-CommiRsioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

E. B. Van Winkle. 

From the Topographical Engineer, thanking the Commis
sioners for their action on the 31st ult., increasing his salary. 

(Minutes, July 31, 1878, p. 170.) 

Filed. 

Sewer in 141st Street. 

From the ]jngineer of Construction, reporting upon the ap
plication of Mr. William R. Beal and others, for the construc
tion of a sewer in One Hundre: and Forty-first Street, from 
Third Avenue to Brook Avenue, and recommending that the 
sewer be constructed when a sufficient number of the owners of 

property on said street request it. That the total frontage on 
said street is 3,637 feet, and that tlleproperty owned by Mr. Wm. 
R. Beal and the other applicants has only a frontage of 378 feet. 

(Minutes, July 24, 1878, p. 165.) 

Filed. 

Sewer in 140th Street: 

From the Engineer of Construction, submitting plans for the 
sewer in One Hundred and Fortieth Street from Alexander 
Avenue to Brook Avenue. 

(Minutes, June 12, 1878, p. 84.) 

Laid over. 
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Sewer in 139th Street. 

From Mr. William O'Gorman, l'equesting permission to con
struct a sewer in One Hundred and Thirty-ninth Street, from 
Willis Avenue to Brook Avenue in the Twenty-third Ward, 
at his own expense. 

Also from the Engineer of Oonstruction, reporting upon said 
application, and recommending that it be granted upon the 
following conditions, viz; 

That the sewer be built in said portion of One Hundred and 
Thirty-ninth Street, and in a portion of Willis Avenue, in ac
cordance with the plans submitted by him, and with the usual 
specifications for such works. The pipe to be used to be of the 
best material, and six-inch spurs to be laid for house con
nections wherever required. That before the work is com
menced Mr. O'Gorman be required to deposit, 

For engineering expenses ..................................... ' .. $200 00 
For inspectors; 120 days at $4 per day. . . •. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . 480 00 

Total. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . • . $680 00 

The PRESIDENT moved that the plans for said sewer sub
mitted by the Engineer of Construction be approved, and that 
permission be given to Mr. William O'Gorman to construct 
said sewer in One Hundred and Thirty-ninth Street, from Willis 
Avenue to Brook Avenue, and in a portion of Willis Avenue 
upon the conditions recommended by the Engineer of Oon
struction. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. John Taylor Johnston, President of the Metro-
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politan Museum of Art, requesting that certain changes would 
be made in the arrangements for the office in the basement of 
the M1?-seum of Art Building. 

Laid over. 

Third A venue Grading. 

From Mr. George C. Goeller, complaining of the delay in 
commencing the work of grading Third Avenue from Harl'3m 
River to One Hundred and Forty-seventh Street. 

(Minutes, June 5, 1878, p. 67.) 

Filed. 

E. B. Jennings. 

From Mr. Edwin B. Jennings, applying for a position in the 
Engineering force of the Department. 

Filed. 

James McCarthy. 

From Mr. N. Muller, requesting that Mr. James McCarthy be 
restored to his position on the police force. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, July 24, 1878, p. 163.) 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chariman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

'1'he Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Bell, Martin, harness repairs .....••.••. Maint., etc., 23d &; 

24th Wards ..... 

Crombie, ThoB. J., lumber •.•.......... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

Colwell Lead Co., pig lead ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 
Douglass, W. S., rent Mus. Art .••. ___ .• _.hlaint. and Govmt. 

P. andP .....•• 

$5 30 

22 50 

19 94 

1,625 00 
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Dodworth, H. B., mueic •..• , " •...• " Music, C en t r a 1 

Park •.••..... 

Early and Lane, water pails ...•..... Maint. and Gov. 

P. and P .•.••• 

Grafulla, C. S., music ....•••..•...•••• Music, C e n t r a 1 

Park ..•...••.. 

Gordon, Roht., expenees Museum Art ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•••.. 

Harlem Gas.Light Co., coke and meter gas .• Maint. & Govt. 

P.&P .....••• 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....•. 

Maint., 23d and 

24th Wards ...• 

City Parks Impt. 

F ..••.....•••. 

Lawrence, B. H., wagon repairs, &c .... Maint., &c., 23d & 

24th Wards .•. 

Metropolitan Gas-Light Co., meter gas, .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Mullane, John, oats, corn, &c ...•..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. & P ....... . 

O'Donnell, John, milk, July ............ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Shady, J. & J., fish, July ............. Maint. and Govt. 

P. &P ....... . 

Sloane, W. & J., labor and matls ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. J.P ....... . 

Tomes' Son, Francis, whistles. " ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and] ..... . 

Van Winkle, E. B., petty expenses .... Surveyiug, laying 

out, etc., 23d & 

24th Wards .... 
Walton Brothers, steel brooms, scythes, 

&e ............................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .••.•• 

Harlem River B. 

Reps., Impt. & 

Maint .•..••.. 

[ Wednesday, 

$2615 00 

8 00 

265 00 

.40 715 

2642 

$81 06 

25 94 

16 16 
123 16 

44 80 

5040 

232 63 

11 28 

11 16 

53 54 

8 (10 

66 30 

$63 75 

6 40 
70 Hi 
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Whitney, A. R., iron •••....••.•.•••• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .... 
Young, Chas. C., bread and crackers .•. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places... .... ... $2,'116 42 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards...................... '16 04 

Surveying, laying-out, &c., 23d and 24th Wards, ....... .. 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint ......... . 

Music-Central Park ................................. . 

City Parks Improvement Fund .........• , ...•.•..•.••.. 

66 30 

6 40 

530 00 

16 16 

$14 '16 

IIi 43 

$3,411 32 

$3,411 32 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirty-four hundred and eleven dol

lars and thirty-two cents. 

NFW YORK, August 7, 1878. 

S. E. LANE, 
SA:r.fL CONOVER, 

l .Auditing 
I Oommitte" 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commibsioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Commissioner CONOVER, from the Auditing Committee, pre~ 
sented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
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examined and audited the following bill, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Decker, Nicholas H. &; Geo. W. Quintard, labor 
and materials ..............•........... , ... Imp. &; Con st. River· 

sido Av ........... $18,114 44 

$18,114 44 

Amounting to eighteJln thousand one hundred and fourteen dollars and forty

four cents. 

S .. ur'L. CONOVER, 

Auditing Committee. 

NEW YORK, August 7th, 18'78. 

The above· mentioned bill having been read and passed on, 
t11ePresident moved that the Board do now approve it, and 
ti~;lt the Secretary be directed to transmit it to the Finance 
DepartliJeot for payment. 

The PnESLi)ENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners VV.,. enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 
No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the miuutes: 

Department ol Puulic Pal'~ s, 

In account with Smith E. Lane. Treasurer. 

CR. 
1878. 
July 17.. By balance .............................. . $10 00 

July 17} 
to By cash received from permits ••.•......•.. 

August 7. 
40 00 

$50 00 
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DR. 

July 17} 
to To cash paid into City Treasury .•••••••...•• 

Angust'1. 
$1000 

Aug '1. " balance ....•.•.....•...•••.••.•.•.•... 

NEW YORK, Wednesday. A.ugust 7,1878 .. 

9.30 A. 1(. 

4000 

50 00 

= 
S. E. LANE, 

Treasurer D. P. P. 

Drains near Fordham. Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally, that he had consulted with 
the Comptroller of the City with reference to the claims of Mr. 
Michael Noonan, and that the Comptroller had promised to 
consider the matter. 

That at the same time he had brought the request of Messrs. 
Decker and Quintard, to be paid a portion of the, amount 
reserved by the contract for the construction of Riverside 
Avenue, to the notice of the Comptroller, who had asked him 
to obtain the opinion of the Counsel to the Corporation on the 
subject. 

(Minutes, Jnly 31st, 1878, pp. 167 and 174.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the report of the 
President be received; and that he be requested to obtain the 
opini~n of the Counsel to the Corporation as desired by the 
Comptroller of the City. 

Adopted. 

Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the penalties for the non-completion of the 

work of improving and constructing Riverside Avenile on or 
before the 31st October, 1877, the time stipulated in the 
contract, be, and hereby are, remitted up to the 1st day of 
August, 1878. ,. 

(Minutes, July 3, 1878, p. 124,) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Michael McLaughlin. Daniel W. Bull. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Daniel W. Bull, Patrolman be, and he hereby 

is, discharged from the employment of the Department; and 
that Michael McLaughlin be restored to his position as Gate
keeper on the police force. 

(Minutes, July 24, 1878, p. 163.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Conover, Lane-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Wenma.n, Wetmore-2. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11 
o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST faIst, 1$78. 

9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Sewers in 184th St., 185th St .• &c. 

Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening proposals for 
the construction of sewers in Third Avenue, from the Southern 
Boulevard to One Hundred and Thirty-fifth Street, and in One 
Hundred and Thirty-fifth Street and One Hundred and Thirty
fourth Street, from Third Avenue to the summits east of 
Willis Avenue, with branches in Lincoln, Alexander and Willis 
Avenues. 

(Minutes, June 5, 18'18, p. '11.) 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 
" LANE. 

At the above mentioned hour, Mr. Henry J. Storrs, General 
Clerk in the Finance Department, attended on behalf of the 
Comptroller of the City, who had been duly notified, and the 
meeting being opened to the public, the President, in the 
presence of Mr. Storrs and of such of the parties making pro
posals for said work as were present, opened the estimate box, 
and then and there publicly opened and read all estimates or 
proposals which had been received in pursuance of advertise
ments duly published in the Oity Record. 

The. following proposals were received: 
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!\Jr. Storrs, the bidders and ot,hers, who were present, then 
retired. 

,t\t 10 o'clock, A. M., the Board met in regular session. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 

" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 7th inst. were 
reaCi and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Walks of the Parks. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the fullowing resolution, which had been approved by his 
Honor the Mayor on the !)th inst., viz. : 

Re.~olved That the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks be. and 
they lire he".,h\,. requested to include in their provisional estimate for the year 
IK'19, a sum sufficient. to repair and reflagthe walks in an.1 around Tompkins ~quare, 
the tity Hull Park, Re;ervoir Pa,'k, Washington Sqt.are, and sueh other of the 
public Pnrks ur plllces as may ,'equire to have the walk8 in and around them 
repaired or reflagged and pIlL in good order, fit for the use of the public. 

(Minutes, Aug. '1, 18'18, p. 183.) 

Referred to the President. 

Fourth Avenue Parks. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor. 
tionment, forwarding a copy of the following preambles and 
resolution, which were adopted by that Board on the 12th day 
of July 1878, viz.: 

Wltereas. It appears by the opinion of the Counsel to the Corporation, of July 
2, 18'18, that the 811m of twenty,five thousand dollars should be included in the 
finnl estimate for the year 1878, in confol'mity with the intent,ion of the Legis
latureauthol'izing the appropriation of thut sum by the pl'ovi"ions of Chapter 
41'1 of the Laws of 1878. for t he purpose of .. improving Rnd reglllating th~ sev
eral public squares and lllces laid out and established within the lines of Fourth 
Avenue, in the City (Of New York, between Sixty.seventh and Ninety-sixth 
Streets;" and. 
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lf7urM$, The authority of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment is neces
sary to make said appropriation in additiou to the sum appropriated in the final 
estimate adopted on December 29, 1877, and which has been, pursuant to law, 
certified by the Comptroller to the Board of Supervisors; therefore 

Resolved, That pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 417 of the Laws of ~878, 
the sum of twenty-five thousaud dollars be, and the same is hereby, approprIated 
for the purpose of "improving and regulating the several publIc squares and 
places laid out and established within the lines of Fourth Avenue, in the City of 
New York, between Sixty-seventh and Ninety-sixth Streets," and that the said 
amount be added to and included in the final estimate for the year 1878, to be 
raised by tax in said year, as by said act provided; and the Comptroller is hereby 
authorized and directed to certify said appropriation to the Board of Super. 
visors. 

(Minutes, August 7, 1878, p. 184.) 

Filed. 

Melrose Sewer. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of this 
Department, to this condition of the public drain or sewer 
known as Melrose Sewer, near the house situated on the north 
side of One Hundred and Sixty-first Street, four houses east of 

Courtland Avenue. 
Also from the Engineer of Construction, reporting upon said 

communication, and recommending that the drain be cleared at 
the place indicated and repaired by laying planks on the top, 
according to the original construction. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communications be filed, 
and that the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards be directed to clean and repair said sewer in the 
manner recommended by the Engineer of Construction. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting III 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Tompkins Square. 

From the Superintending Architect, submitting a plan for 
the restor&tion of Tompkins Square as a public park. 

(Minutes, July 31,1878, p. 168.) 
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Commissioner LANE oftered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the report of the Superinte!lding Architect 

and the plan for Tompkins Square, submitted by him, be re
ceived and laid over; 

That the Mayor and Common Couucil be, and they are 
hereby, respectfully invited to inspect the same; and 

That the Superintending Architect be, and he is hereby, 
directed to engage some suitable and convenient hall near 
Tompkins Square on some evening during the comin~ week, 
and submit and explain said plan to the public, of which due 
notice shall be given beforehand. 

(Minutes, June 19, 1878, p. 102.) 

Adopted. 

Fourth Avenue Parks. 

From the Superintending Architect, submitting specifica
tions for the mason and granite work, and for the iron work 
for eight of the parks on Fourth Avenue, between Sixty-seventh 
Street and Seventy-first Street, and between Ninetieth Street 
and Ninety-fourth Street. 

(Minutes, August 21, 1878, p. 196.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said specifications be approved, 
and that the Secretary be directed to prepare and publish ad
vertisements for proposals for said work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined i~ the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane,-3. 

Hunt's Point District. 

Fox Estate. 

From the Topographical Engineer, re9.uesting that, should 
the Board direct the monumenting of Fox estate in the 
Hunt's Point District, the party at present employed at similar 
work be continued for the purpose. 

(Minutes, Jnne 5th and July 31, 1878, pp. 71 and 168.) 

Filed •. 
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Third. Avenue grading. 

From the Engineer of Construction, submitting plans, profiles 
and specifications for regulating and grading Third Avenue 
from Harlem River to One Hundred and Forty-seventh Street. 

(~1iDute8, August 7, 1818, p. 18'7.) 

The PRESIDENT offered the fuJlowing resolution: 
Re801ved, That the phns, profiles and specifications for 

regulating antI gradillg Thil'd Avenne from Harlem River to 
Oue Hundred and Forty-se\'enth ::;treet this dl1y submitte~, be, 
and hereby are, approved; that the Secretary be, and he here
by is, directed to prepare and publish advertisements for 
proposals for said work; and that Mr. Eugene E. McLean be, 
and he lJel'eby is, appoiuted City Surveyor on said work with
out any additional compensation. 

The l'lmsIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, HS follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Sewer in 140th Street. 

From the Engineer of Construction, forwarding specifica
tions to accompany the plans and profiles for the construction 
of a sewer in One HULldred and Fortieth Street, between 
Alexandtlr Avenne and Brook Avenue, with branchel:l in Alex
andt:r and Willis Avenues. 

(Minutc~, August 7, 1878, p. 185.) 

The PR"E:SIDENT offered the follo\\ iog resolution: 
Resolved, Tbat the plans, profile", f'nd sppcifications, for tho 

cOll~trt1ction of a Sewer in One H uildreLl and Fortieth Street, 
i'r'Jln Alexltudel' Avenue to Brook Avenue, with branches in 
Alpx:! uder Avenue and 'Vlllis A venue, submitted by the Engi
neer of OonstlUctibn, be, and they he'oby are, approved; that 
the SeCl'etHry be, and he hereby is, directed to prepare and 
publish allvertiHemelJtH for proposals for said works; and that 
1\11'. Eugene E. l\lcLpan be, IInc! he hereby is, appointed Oity 
Sun-eyor on saill work without any additional compensation. 

Tile PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to oaid resolution, and it was determined in the affirmati ve, 
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a. majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Fordham Avenue Cross·Walk. 

From the Engineer of Construction, forwarding a plan and 
specifications for laying a croE>s-walk on Fordham Avenue, near 
Eleventh Street, in Central Morrisania. 

(Minutes, July 3, 1878, p. 115.) 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the plan and specifications for laying across

walk on Fordham Avenne, Dear Eleventh Street, in Central 
Morrisania, Twenty-third Ward, this day submitted, be, and 
hereby are, approved; that the ~ecJretary be, and he hereby is, 
directed to invite private proposals for the work; and that Mr. 
Eugene E. McLf\an be, and he hereby is, appointed City Sur
veyor on said work without any additional compensation. 

The PUESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resluotion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Calvert Vaux:, Architect, stating that the large ex
tent of glass and the numerons connections in the roof of the 
Museum of Al t Building, necessarily require constant examina
tion and repail' to ensure the complete maintenance which is 
needed to ayoid leaks, and recommending that the Superin
tending Architect be directed to employ skilled mechanics on 
this work whenever necessary. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be filed, alid 
that the Supel'iutending Architect be authorized and directed 
to employ skilled mechanics for the purpO!:!e of repairing the 
roof of the Museum of Art whenever necessary. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-S. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, submitting plans and 
specifications for the following additional works in the base
ment under the main hall of the Museum of Art Building, 
namely: 

Plasterer's work, estimated cost.. .... ..•. . •..........•.....•......•. $4,250 
Carpenter's work, " " ....•........... , •...••......•...•.. , . 6150 
P:umber's work .....• , •............................. 300 

Endorsed on said communication is the following, viz. : 
"Approved for Trustees of Met. Mus. of Art. 

"THEODORE WESTON, 
" For Committee." 

(Minutes, August 'T, 1878, p. 186.) 

The PRESIDE!'<T moved that said communication be filed; that 
said plans and specifications be approved; that the Treasurer 
be authorized to issue orders for the carpenter's and the plumb
er's work, and that the Secretary be directed to prepare and 
publish advertisements for the plasterer's work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Museum of Art. 

C. Vaux. 

From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, reqnesting the Depart
ment to reconsider its action in not allowing him commissions 
on the amount of the judgment recovered by Messrs. Moran 
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and Armstrong against the City for extra work on the Museum 
of Art Building. 

(Minutes, May 22, 1878, p. 48.) 

Filed. 

John O'Connor. 

From Special Patrolman John O'Connor, resigning his posi
tion in the Department. 

(Minutes, April 17, 1878, p. 740.) 

Accepted. 

Bernard Butler. 

From Gatekeeper Bernard Butler, resigning his position in 
the Department. 

(Minutes, July 24, 1878, p. 164.) 
Accepted. 

Sewer in 139th Street, &c. 

From Mr. William O'Gorman, requesting permission to omit 
the building of the sewer in Willis Avenue, and in place to 
build a sewer at the rear of the houses on said avenue, and 
which would connect with the sewer in One Hundred and 
Thil"ty-ninth street. 

Also from the Engineer of Const;'uction, reporting upon said 
application, and stating that as the branch in Willis Avenue 
was only intended for the accommodation of the houses on the 
east side of the avenue, which are all owned by Mr. O'Gorman, 
the granting of Mr. O'Gorman's request would not interfere 
with the interests of other parties. 

(Minutes, August 7, 1878, p. 186.) 

Commissioner LANE moved that said application be refused. 
Adopted. 

Concord Avenue. 

From Messrs. Charles W. White and four other owners of 
property on Bostou Eoad, Concord Avenue and Forrest Avenue, 
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requ~sting that the application for the appointment of Com
missioners to acquire the title to Concord Avenue, now before 
the Court, be withdrawn. 

(Minutes, June 12, 1878, p. 83.) 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That the resolution of this Board, adopted on the 

12th day of June, 1878, authorizing the Prebident to instruct 
the Counsel to the Corporation to acquire the title to Concord 
Avenue, in the Twenty-third Ward, from Boston Road to the 
south side of Denman Place, be, and hereby is, amended to 
read as follows, viz. : 

" RfSolved, That in the opinion of the Board of Commission
" ers of the Department of Public Parks, the interests of the 
"public demand the opening of Concord AVf'nue, in the 
" Twenty-third Ward, from the south Ride of One Hundred 
" and Sixty-seventh street to the south siele of Denman Place, 
" and that the President be, and he hereby is, authorized and 
" directed to instruct the Counsel to the Corporation to com
" mence and prosecute proceedings to acquire the title, fot· the 
" use of the public, wherever the same has not been heretofore 
" legally opened." 

Resolved, That the Counsel to the Corp,)ration be, and be 
hereby is, requested to discontinue all proceedings to acquire 
the title to that portion of Concord Avenue north of the south 
side of One Hundred and Sixty-seventh street, in the Twenty
third Ward. 

The PRESIDE~ put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Menagerie. 

From Mr. Simon Wormser, complaining of the noise made 
by the seals at the Menagerie in Central Park. 

Referred to the Director of the Menag81ie for his report. 

Skating Chariots. 

From Mr. George W. Baker, applying for a license to intro
duce " Skating Chariots." in Central Park 

Referred to the Superintending Architect for his report. 
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Fr!;lderick Vanni. 

From Mr. Frederick Vanni, applying to be reinstated in his 
position as patrolman. 

Laid over. 
(Minutes, July 24, 1878, p. 164.) 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Ohairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited thE' following bills, and submit th~ 
same to the Board for approval: 
Am. Dist. Teleg. Co., rent and services ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP .••.•. 

Arnold, David P., meat .••.•..•.....•. Maint. and Govt. 

P. &; P ... : .... 

Boyd, Edwd. A., glass ...•.••......... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Central Gas Light Co., gas, July ....••. Harlem R. B., 

Rep~ .• Imp. &; 

Maint .....•...• 

Colwell Lead Co .• pig lead .............. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Colwell, W. H. & Son, lumber ......... Maint. 2~d and 

24th Wards ..• 

Devlin, .Tohn B., gravel. .. " ........... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ....... 

Dodworth, H. B., music ............... MusieCentral Park 

Frith & Tileston, steel. . . .. . . ... "" .Mnint. and Govmt. 
P. and P .....• 

Grnfulla, C. S., music ................ M usic Centrnl Park 

Gold and Stock Telg. Co., rent of line •. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Handibode, P., coal. .................. Maillt. anil Govmt. 
P.andP ..... 

Harll'm R. B., 

R~ps., Impt. and 

M .•.•.....••• 

City Parks Impt. 

F ........... . 

$11 88 

263 9'7 

4 13 

466'7 

20.63 

94 46 

853 7'7 

265,00 

10 83 

250 00 

62 50 

$37 80 

240 

1 80 
4200 
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Harmer, Hays & Co., harness, mat's, &c •• Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P •••••• 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas, July •.•••.. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Jones, Cbas. and Thos. P. McQuade;labor 

Harlem R, B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M ........... . 

and materials. " ..•••.••••••...•... Brook Ave. Sewer 

McDonald, John T., flagging .....•...•. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

McNab &; Harlin Mfg. Co., plumb'g matls.Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... , 

City Parks Impt. 

F ........... . 

Merchant, S. L. &; Co., Portland eement.Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Milliken, David, saw dust ••....•...•.. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ....... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, July ... Maint. and Gov't 

P. &;P •••••••• 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, pipe, walk boxes, 

&c ............................... Maint. and Govt. 

P. &P ...... .. 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....... .. 

Murphy & Nesbit, brick, lime and ce-

ment. .. .• • • •• •• • ................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

City Parks Impt. 

F ........... . 

Museum Nat!. Rist. 

Museum of Art ... 

New York Gas Light Co., gas;July •... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., !\,as, 

July .............................. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P •••••• 

[ Wednesday, 

$23 as 

$1\8 '11 

SS 55 
92 26 

6,'185 1'1 

6 00 

$6 80 

90 

---- '1 '10 

14 50 

IS 00 

132 60 

$16 80 

158 24 
1'l5 04 

$29 90 

3 45 

2 30 

1 50 
3'1 15 

328 50 

218 95 
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New York Mutual Gas Light Co., meter 

gas .••.•.• " •••... " .••.•.... " ••• Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P .••..•• 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., rent •• Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Reeves, Robert C., mower parts ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Roach, John & Son, wheel and pinions •• Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M ........... . 

Schwarzwaelder, William, furniture and 

repairs .••.•.•.••...•.•.••••.•..•.. Maint. and Govm't 

P. &P •••••••• 

Seaman, John A., paints, &c ............ Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ••••• 

Smith, Elward, labor and materials ..... Museum of Art ... 

Smith, Elward, labor and materials ..••. City Parks Impt. 

F ........... . 

Sloane, W. & J., carpets, &c ..•........ Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Schmidt, John M., binding ............ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...••• , 

Walton Bro~., shovels, rakes, &e ...•... Maint. and Govt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Maint. 23d 'and 

24th Wards 

City Parks Impt. 

F ............ . 

RECAPITULATION. 

$5070 

2 211 

1 25 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. •.. . .. $3,444 86 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24h Wards. . . .. . • .. . . .. . . .. 100 84 

Harlem river bridges, repairs, improvement and mainten-

anee ............................................. . 

City Parks Parks Inmprovement Fund .•••......••.•.• , . 

Music, Central Park ................................. . 

694 55 

185 02 

615 00 

27 50 

625 00 

54 lIS 

230 68 

495 110 

29 75 

348 00 

380 00 

72 0'1 

14 00 

54 20 

$12,077 24 



206 [Wednesday, 

Museum of Art. . . .. . . .. . . .• • • •. . . .. . . ..• • • •• • . .• • • •• . 349 50 

MuseumofNatul'aIHistory............ .... .•. ...... 230 

Brook Avenue Sewer .•.••.•• " . . .. . . . . • . • . . . • . . . . . . . . 6,785 17 

--- $12,07'7 24 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twelve thousand and seventy·seven 

dollars and twenty.four cents. 

S. E. LA~E, 

New York, August 21, 1878. 

( .Auditing 
f Committee. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
b the Board for approval: 

P. Mulholland, labor and materials .•... Mott A-ve. 138th 

and 144.th Sts., 

sewers ...•••.. $1,166 39 

$1.l~6 39 

Amounting to the sum of eleven hundred and sixty.six dollars and thirty.nine 

cents. 
S. E LA:iE, 

New York, August 21, lS'7S. 

1 .A "diti,,!! 
) Gommttt.e. 

The above mentiollecl bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved thnt the Board do now ap
prO\'e them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

th<lm to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDE~T put the question, whether the Board 
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in 
the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

votiug in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 
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Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be printed in the minutes: 
Department of Public PaJ'ks in account with 

1878. 

Aug. 7. 
Aug. 7} 

to 
Aug. 21. 

Aug. 17. 

Aug. 7} 
to 

Aug. 21. 

Aug. 21. 

Smith E. Lane, Tl·easurer. 

CR. 

By balance. . . ....•.. . . .. ..•.•. .. ... ..... . $40 00 

" cash received from licenses, grass and 
permits. . . .. . ... . . . ... . . .. . . .. . . . 976 57 

received from Lyman Tiffany, agent. 2,250 00 

-- $3,26657 

To cash paid into City Treasury. . . .. . . .. . $40 00 

" balance.............................. 3,226 57 
$3,266 57 

In drawer. . . . . . . .........• " . . .. . . . . . 976 57 

" Bank of Metropolis. • . ... . . .. • . .. . .. 2,250 00 

$3,226 5'1 

S. E. LA~E, 
Treasurer D. P. P. 

Nltw YORK, August 21, 1878. 

9.30 A.M:. 

Hunt's Point District. 

Fox Estate. 

The TREASURER reported verbally that he had received from 

Mr. Lymau Tiffany, agent for Mary L. Tiffany, the sum of 
$2,250, to be applied to the cost of monumenting that portion 
of the Hunt'~ Point District known as the" Fox Estate," and 
he offered the f(,llowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Topographical Engineer be, and he 
hereby is, directed to proceed immediately with the work of 
monumenting and prepu.ring the grade maps for filing of that 
portion of the Hunt's Point District known as the" Fox Es
tate ;" that the cost of said work be kept separate, charged to 
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and paid from the fund of $2,250 deposited with the Treasurer 
by Mr. Lyman Tiffany for that purpose; and that the employ
ment of Mr. S. S. Haight, Assistant Engineer, and the two 
chainmen, as authorized by the Board on the 26th day of 
June and 31st day of July, 1878, be continued from the ter
mination of the time for which they were so authorized to be 
emI;>loyed, until said work hereby directed is completed, or 
untIl the sooner order of the Board. 

(Minutes, July 31 and August 21, 1878, pp. 170 and 197.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Suspension of Teams and Mechanics. 

George Walker, Patrolman. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that on account of the 
great reduction of the appropriation for the maintenance of 
the parks, he had directed the Superintendent of Parks to 
suspend a number of teams and mechanics until the further 
order of the Board. 

Also, that he had suspended Patrolman George Walker 
until further order, on account of his conduct while on duty 
on the 19th inst., at the concert given by Orook's Oornet Band 
on the Battery. 

On motion of Oommissioner Lane, the Board adjourned at 
12:30 o'clock, P. M., to meet on Saturday, the 24th iust. at 
9:30 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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SATURDAI:~, AUGUS'I' ~c1th, 1878. 

ADJOURNED lVIEETIXG-9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner WENMAN, President. 

" 
" 

CONOVER. 

LANE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 

the previous meeting of the 21st inst. was laid over. 

The following communications w\~re presented and read: 

Ri verside A venue. 

From the Oounsel to the Oorporation as follows, viz. : 

Han JAMES F. WENMAN. 

LAW DEPART~IENT, } 
OFFICE OF THE COU~SKL TO TilE CORPORATION, 

NEW YORK, Augmt 22, 1878. 

President of the Department of Pttblic Parks: 
Sm,-I duly received your letter of the 6th inst., enclosing a copy of a letter 

receiv~d from Messrs. Decker and Quintard, contractors for the construction of 
Riverside Avenue, requesting the Park Department to recommend to the Comp
troller to pay them a pOl'tion of the thirty per cent. reserved under theil' con
tract. You also enclose a copy of said contract, and request my opinil)n as to , 
whether any I'ortion of such resernd thi,·ty per cent. can be lawl ully paid to 
Messl's. Decker and Qnintard at the present time. 

The contract in question provides for the retention of thirty. per cent. until the 
completion and acceptance of the work. As I have heretofore advised the Depart
ment, I do not think that a contract of this description can be change.din .any 
material or important respect after it has been executed. 
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There is, moreover, !mother insuperable objection to making the payment re· 
quested. 

Section 4, of Chapter 580, of the Laws of 1872, among other things expressly 
provides that on all work contracted for, on behalf of the City, thirty per cent. 
shall be reserved from the amount or value of work specified and certified, from 
time to time, to the Comptroller. by the proper officer, to have been done by any 
contractor, ami sllch resened thirty per cent. shall be paid to such contractor on 
or before the expiration of thirty days from the completion and acceptance of the 
work 

I must, therefore, advise you that the officers uf the City cannot, at the present 
time, legally pay to Messrs. Decker and Quintard any portion of the amount reo 
served under their contract. 

I am, sir, 
Yours respectfull y, 

'V. C. WHITNEY, 
Counsel to the Corporation. 

(Minutes, August 7, 1878, p. 191.) 

Filed. 

LallOrers detailed to set Monuments. 

From the Topographical Engineer, requesting that two 

laborers be detailed to him to assist in setting the monuments 

on Boston Avenue, from Third Avenue to West Farms; on the 

extension to the Spuyten Duyvil Parkway; and on Sedgwick 
and Bailey Avenues. 

Commissioner COXOVER moved that the Superintendent of 

the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards be. directed to 

detail two laborers to the Topographical Engineer for the pur

pose mentioned in his communication. 

The PHESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes..:.-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Maintenance of Parks, &c. 

Harlem River Bridges. 

Commissioner LANE then offered the followIng resolution: 
R(80lved, That respectful application be, and is hereby, 
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made to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to transfer 
from any unexpended balances of appropriations which are 
not required for the purposes for which the same were made, 
to the following appropriations for this Department for 1878, 
and to the following amounts, viz: 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, for all supplies 
and for wages of foremen, gardeners, mechanics and laborers 
employed on works of maintenance, and including·the mainte-
nance of the MetoroJogical Observatory ............... " . .• $30,000 00 

Harlem River Bridges-Repairs, improvement and maintenance.... 3,000 00 

(Minutes, May 22, 1878, p. 50.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board 
would agree to said resolution, and it was determined 'in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-B. 

Sewers in 134th Street, 135th Street, &c. 

Oommissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Re8olved, That the proposal (No.4) of Mr. John H. McCabe, 
for the construction of sew'ers in Third Avenue, One Hundred and 
Thirty-fourth and One Hundred and Thirty-fifth Streets, with 
branches in Lincoln, Alexander and Willis Avenues be, and 
hereby is, rejected, on the ground that he has omitted to state 
therein the time required for the completion of the work. 

(Minutes, August 21, 1878, p. 193.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and itwas determined in t.he affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Commissioner LANE then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the proposal (No.5) of Mr. John B. Devlin, 
for the construction of sewers in Third Avenue, One Hundred 
and Thirty-fourth and One Hundred and Thirty-fifth Streets, 
with branches in Lincoln, Alexander and Willis Avenues, be 
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accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract be, and hereby is, 
awarded to Mr, J obn B. Devlin, and the President be, and 
hereby is, authorized to execute the same for and on behaH of 
this Department. 

(Minutes, August 21, 1878, p. 193.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Fire Extinguishers. 
Concerts at Battery Park. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolutioll : 
Resolved, That the Treasurer be, and he is hereby, authorized 

to issue ordHrs for the followillg, viz: 
To replace in all the Babcock Fire Extinguishers in use in 

the Department the present lead acid holder with a patent 
. glass bottle acid holder, at a cost not to exceed $5.50 each. 

To supply from two to four calcium lights on the Battery 
Park, Oll e.·lch of the seven nights that concerts are gIven on 
the Park by Crook's Cornet Band, commencing August 19th, 
1878. 

(Minutes, Jnly 31, 1878, p. 182.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-(JQmmissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

On D.lotion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10.15 

o'clock A. M. to meet on Wednesday, the 28th jnst., at 9.30 
o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secreia1'y D. P. P. 
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'VEDNESDA Y, AITGUST ~8th, 1878. 

ADJOURNED l\'lEETING-9:30 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" .. CONOVER. 

LANE • 

The minutes of the previous meetings of tlle 21st and 24th 

insts. were read and approved. 

At this point Commissioner WETMORE entered and took his 
seat. 

The following communinaiions were presented and read: 

Fox Estate. 

E. B. Jennings. 

From the Topographical Engineer, stating that he requires 

the services of an additional draughtsman while the work of 

monumenting the "Fox Estate" is in progress. 
(Minutes, August 21, 1878, p. 207.) 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, 1'hat Mr. Edwin B. Jennings be, and he hereby is, 

appointed a draughtsrnan in the office of the Top(lgrapLical 
Engineer during the time the work of rnonumenting, and pre
paring the grade mnps of the Fox Estate is in progress, or 
until the sooner order of the Board; and that his salary be 
fixed at the rate of $1,000 per annum while he is so employed. 

(Minutes, August 7, 1878, p. 187.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Philanzo Edick. 

Sewers in lR4th Street, 135th Street, &c. 

From the Engineer of Construction, recommending Mr. 
Philanzo Edick for the position of inspector on the work of 
constructing sewers in One Hundred and Thirty-fourth street 

One Hundred and Thirty-fifth street, &c. 
(Minutes, Augnst 24, 1878, p. 211.) 

Laid over. 

John Curren. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending that an 
additional foreman be appointed on the third division of Cen
tral Park. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That J obn Curren be, and he hereby is, apppointed 

assistant foreman of laborers of the third division in Central 
Park, and that his pay be fixed at $3.50 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

William McDonald. 

From Mr. Ec~ward Gilon and others, recommending Mr. W m 
McDonald for the position of assistant for9man. 

Oommissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved That William McDonald be, and he hereby is, ap

pointed assistant foreman in the stables lD the Oentral Park, 
and that his pay be fixed at $3 per day. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Thomas J. Kelso. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending that a 
keeper be !?tationed' in :Mount Morris Park, to act as an assist
ant foreman. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Thomas J. Kelso be, and he hereby is, ap

point!:'d assistant foreman in Mouut ~rorris Park, and that his 
pay be fixed at $3.00 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in fayor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners vV enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Jerome Ave'!lue. 

James Davis. J,awrence Kehoe. 

From the Ruperintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, stating that it is necessary for him to obtain 
water while he is repairing Jerome Avenue, and for this pur
pose requesting that an engineer be appointed to attend the 
pump. 

Commissioner LANE then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That James Davis be, and he hereby is, appointed 

steam engineer, to take (:harge of the large coverpc1 engine and 
pump in the Twenty-third and 'Twenty-fourth Wards, and to 
perform such other duty as may be aSRigned to him, and that 
his pay be fixed at $:3.50 per day. 'I'hat Lawrence Kehoe be 
appointed watchman to protect the engine and pump at night, 
at the pay of $1.50 per day. 
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The PRESIDICNT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm~ 
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Laborers, &c., for 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, requesting tha.t four additisnallaborers and one 
additional double team be appointed in the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards. 

(Minutes, July 24, 18~8, p. lIi4.) 

Oommissioner WETMORE moved that said communication be 
referred to the President to report upon at the next meeting of 
the Board. 

Adopted. 

lohn Curtis. Lawrence Connor. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty~ 
fourth Wards, stating that John Curtis and Lawrence Oonnor, 
laborers, had been absent for more than three days on account 
of sickness, and recommendin" that they be restored. 

Oon:missioner CONOVER moved that John Ourtis, and 
Lawrence Oonnor, laborers, be restored to work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners "r enman, W etroore Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Menagerie. 

From the Director of the Menagerie reporting upon the 
complaint of Mr. Simon Wormser concerning the noise made 
by the animals at the Menagerie, and stating that he had re-
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moved the sea lions, which made the noise complained of, 250 
feet further away and to such a position that the Arsenal 
building intervenes between them and Mr. Wormser's house. 

(Minutes, Augnst 21, 1878, p. 202.) 

Filed. 

Improvement of Harlem River 

From Lieutenant-Colonel Bret. Major G:mel'al John Newton, 
U. S. A., requesting permission to make copies of the maps 
and plans in the Department relating to the proposed improve
ments in Harlem river. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the permission requested be 
granted. 

Adopted. 

W aldron Young. 

From Mr. Waldron Young, skilled laborer, requesting an 

increase of pay. 
(Minutes, February 27, 1878, p. 627.) 

Filed. 

Charles Becker. 

From Mr. Charles Becker, applying for the position of 

gardener. 
Filed. 

Tompkins Square. 

From Dr. Bernard Hess and other residents in the vicinity 
of Tompkins Square, requesting the Department to adopt the 
plan for the restoration of Tompkins Square, submitted by the 
Superintending Architect, and which hn,J been exhibited on 
the evening of the 26th inst. at No. 171 Avenue A. 

(Minute,_ August 21, 1878, p. 196.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That the plan presented by Mr. Muullkwitz, for 

the restoration of Tompkins Square, as a Public Park, be, and 
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the same is hereby, approved, and that he be requested to 
prepare working plans for same forthwith, and that the work 
be commenced as soon as the working force can be properly 
organized. . 

Commissioner LANE then offered the following resolutions, 

as a substitute for the resolutions offered by the President, viz: 

llesolved, That the plan for the improvement of Tompkins 
Square, submitted by the Superintending Architect, be 
approved and a(\opted, and thathe be, and he is hereby, placed 
in charge of said work. 

Resolved, That the work be proceeded with immediately. 
Resolved, That the Superintending .~rcbitect be, and he 

hereby is, requested to report to the Board how many foremen, 
mechanics a:ldlaborers are required for the work. 

Resolved, Tbat the Superintending Architect be requested to 
examine and report if auy, and what portions of the work can 
be proceeded with advantageously by contract. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said substitute resolutions, offered by Commissioner 

Lane, and it was determined in the negative, a majority of all 
the rr.embers of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as 

follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Noes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

Commissioner LANE then moved to amend said resolutions 

offered by the President, so that they shall read as follows, viz: 

Res(;ZvlJd, That the plan presented by the Superintending 
Architect for the restoration of T(lmpking Square as a Public 
Park be approved and adopted, and that he be placed in charge 
of said work. That he be requested to prepare working plans 
for the same forthwith, and that the work be proceeded with 
immediately. 

Resolved, That the Superintending Architect be, and he 
hereby is, reqnested to report to the Board how many foremen, 
mechanics and laborers are required for the work. 

The PRESIDENT accepted the amendments. 

The PRESIDEl'<"T then put the question, whether the Board 
would agree to said resolutions as amended, and it was deter-
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mined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the 
Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The {\.uditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited t~e following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Am. Clock Company, clock ..•..•..... '.Maint. 2M &; 24th 

Wards ••....•• 

Crissey, Wm. Y. &- Co., witchhazel and 

chamois .....•.•.••.......•.....•.. Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. &- P ......... . 

Devlin, John B., gravel .............•.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•.•.•• 

Grafulla, C. S., music .............•••• Music, Cent. Park. 

Holmes Burglar Alarm T. Co., bell •.... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....•• 

Stackpole &- Bro., repairs and plumbobs.Survg. and layg. 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards •... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund •..•.•••. 

$48 00 

9 00 

$6 50 

'7 88 

321 45 

260 00 

SO 10 

--- 5'700 

Seaman, John A. paints, candles, &c ...• Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P....... 23 SS 

$706 26 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maint.enance and Government Parks and Places .•......•.• 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards .................... .. 

Sun-eying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards .......... . 
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City Parks Improvement Fnnd ..•...................... 

Music, Central Park ....... " .•...•......•....... , .... . 

[ Wednesday, 

9 00 

260 00 

$705 26 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of seven hundred and five dollars and 

twenty.six cents 

S. E. LANE, I Auditing 
SAML. COl!OVER, f Committee. 

NEW YORK, August 28th, 1878. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 

separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree" to said motion, and it was determined in thl) affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Photographs from Paris. 

The PRESIDENT reported, verbally, that he had made several 
applications to Mr. William R. Martin for the photographs 
forwarded to this Department by the Prefect of the Seine, 

France, but that he had not been able to obtain them. 
(Minutes, May 22d, 1878, p. 49.) 

Buildings on the Park. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, Thitt at the meeting of the Board to be held on 
Wednesday the 4th day of September, 1878, the President re
port, in writing, a list of all buildings under the control of the 
Department other than the Arsenal, Museum of Art, Museum 
of .Natural History and the buildings leased to Columbus Ryan, 
with the location of the same, names of persons in occupation, 
how long in such occupation, whether the same are rented, and, 
if so, for what amount of rent, and what rent, if any, is due 
and unpaid. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

E. H. Treadwell, Foreman of Carpenters. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the position of Foreman of Carpenters be, 

and hereby is, abolished; and that 1\11'. E. H. Treadwell be, 
and he hereby is, discharged and removed from the employ
ment of the Department. 

(Minutes, February 27, 1878, p. 632.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wetmore, Conover, Lane--3. 

~ No-Commissioner Wenman-I. 

Thos. F. Roche. James Lysaght 

CommissionjijT L.!NE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Thomas F. Roche and James Lysaght, car
penters, suspended on the 17th Augnst, 1878, be, and they are 
hereby, restored to duty, from this date, at the same l'ate of 
pay heretofore received. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution as a lOubsti
tute for said resolution offered by Commissioner Lane, viz.; 

Resolved, That the action of the President in suspending the 
teams, carpenters and painters, under date of August 17th, for 
want of funds, be, and tbe same is hereby, approved; and that 
Thomas F. Roche, carpenter, be, and he is hereby, rest,oi~d to 
duty, at the same rate of pay as he heretofore received. 

(Minutes, June 19 and August 21st, 1878, pp. 95 and 208.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

gree to said subs.titutj;} resolution offered by the President, and 
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it was determined in the affirmative a majority of all the mem
bers of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 
No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Thomas F. Roche. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Thomas F. Roche, in addition to his employ

ment as a carpenter, be placed temporarily in charge of the 
carpenters, and that during such temporary duty his pay be 
increased fifty cents per day. 

Minutes, June 19, 18'78, p. 95.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

James J. McGovern. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That James J. McGovern, in addition to his employ

ment as a painter, be placed temporarily in chn,rge of the 
painters, and that during such temporary duty his pay be in
creased fifty cents per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye.s- Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Wm. H. Keeler. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preamble and resolu
tion: 

Wherea.s, Gatekeeper William H. Keeler has been absent 
from duty without leave since the 19th inst. 

Resolved, That he be, and he hereby i8, discharged and re
moved from the employment of the Department. 

(Minutes, July 24, 18'18, p. 164.) . 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined in 
the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

William C'oughan. John Rooney. 

Commissioner COKOVER offered tbe following resolution: 
Resolved, 'fhat William Cloughan, plumber, be, and he hereby 

is, discharged from the employment of the Department, and 
that John Rooney, plumber, be appointed in his place. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board 
would agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the 

affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

John McGuinness. Richard Connell. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution. : 

Refwlvcd, That John McGuinness, laborer, be, and he hereby 
is, discharged from the employment of the Department, and 
that Richard Connell be appointed in his place. 

The PRESIDE~T put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

James H. Hart. 

Commissioner LANE moved that the following resolution 

which he had offered on the 29th day of May, 1878, and which 

was then laid over, be adopted, namely: 
Resolved, That James H. Hart, meRsenger, be, and he is 

hereby, discharged and removed from the employment of the 
. Department. 

(Minutes, May 29, 1878, p. 64.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, 3, majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Daniel W. Bull. Michael McLaughlin. 

Commissioner LA.NE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Daniel W. Bull, patrolman, be, and he hereby 
is, discharged from the employment of the Department, and 
that Michael McLaughlin be, and he hereby is, restored and 
appointed to his former position as a gate-keeper on the police 
force. 

(Minutes, Aug. 7, 1878, p. 192.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting ill 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wetmore, Conover, Lane--3. 

No-Commissioner Wenman-l 

John Beckett. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the pay of John Beckett, messenger, be, and 
hereby is, fixed at $2 per day. 

(Minutes, February 27, 1878, p. 633.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
.,-4, 

Frederick Vanni. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Frederick Vanni be, and hereby is, appointed 
a laborer on the parks. 

(Minutes, Aug 21, 1878, P 203.) 
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THE PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree 'to said resolution, and it was det8rmined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lal~e 

-4. 

Michael Coughlin. 

Mr. Michael Coughlin having appeared before the Board, 

and the Police Surgeon having reported favorably upon his 
physical condition, the PRESIDENT offered the following resolu
tion : 

Resolved, That Michael Coughlin be, and he hereby is, ap
pointed a gate-keeper upon the police force of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

On motion of Commissioner LANE, the Board adjourned at 
12 o'clock M., to meet on Saturday, the 31st inst., at 9:30 o'clock 

A.. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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SATURDAV, AUGUST 31st, 1~78. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:30 o'clock, A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" LANE. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned, to meet 
at half-past 1 o'clock P. M., this day. 

At half-past 1 o'clock P. M., the Board met in adjourned 

seSSIOn. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
cc LANE. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned, to meet 

on Wednesday, the 4th day of September, ISiS, at 9:30 o'clock 

A. ;IlL 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D.P;P. 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1878. 

REGULAR MEETING, 9:30 O'CLOCK A. M • 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" CO~OVER. 

" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 23th August, 
1878, were read, when Commissioner Lane moved to amend 

them by striking out the words "Commissioner Lane offered 

the following resolution," on page 221, alld inserting in lieu 

thereof the following, viz. : 
" Commissioner Lanfl verbally reported that Thomas F. 

" Roche and James Lysnght, carpenters, had been suspended 
" on the 17th instant; that he had ascertained that the sus
.. pension had been dictated by MI'. rrreadweII, Foreman of 
" carpenters, from his own statements; that Mr. Dawson, 8u
.. pel'intendent of Parks, hOld stated that the snspensi,)lls were 
"made by order of the President, and had admitted in pres
" ence of the Board that he did not receive the letter of the 
" President directing the snspensions till the 19th instant, the 
" day of its date, anll that the snspensions were ill violation of 
" the by-laws, and offered the following resolution," 

The PRESIDENT put the question whethel' the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Aye-Commissioner Lane-I. 
Noes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 
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T.he minutes of the meeting of the 28th ult. were then ap~ 
proved. 

The miuuted of the previous meeting of the 31st August, were 

then read, and approved. 

The following communications were then presented, and 
read: 

Tompkins Square. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution, which had been approved by his 

Honor the Mayor, on the 27th ult., viz. : 

Resollied, That his Honor tI,e Mayor be and he is respectfully requested to 
direct the Department of Public Parks to commence forth with all necessary 
measures to restore Tompkins Square, as a public park, in accordance with the 
resolution passed by the Board of Aldermen, .July 16, and approved by the Mayor, 
July 21), 1878. 

(Minutes, August 28, 1878, p. 217.) 

Filed. 

Tompkins Square. 

From his Honor the Mayor, as follows: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, t 
CITY HALL. f 

NEW YORK, August 27, 1878. 
To the Board of Commissioners 

of Public Parks. 
I herewith transmit a copy of a resolution of the Board of Aldermen in refer. 

ence to the plosecution of the work for restoration of Tompkins Square. 
I respectfully and urgently request your Honorable Board to proceed with said 

work of r~storation with no more delay than is absolutely necessary. 
Yery respectfully, 

SMITH ELY, Jr., 

Filed. 
Mayor. 

Tompkins Square. 

From the COMPTROLLER of the City, requesting that the plan 
for the restoration of Tompkins Square be forwarded to him 

for a few days, and that he be furnished with f\. copy g.f the 
estimate of the expense of the work. 

(Minutes, August ~8, l878, p, 217.) 

ltefen;ed to the Presideut, 

.. 
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Tompkins Square. 

From the Superintending Architect, submitting the working 
plan for the restoration of 'rompkins Square, recommending 

the manner in which the work should be proceeded with, and 
that the following force be employed upon it, viz. : 

Two hundred laborers, divided into gangs of twenty-five 

.' men. 
Thirty horses and carts, divided into two gangs. 

Twelve bricklayers. 

Ten foremen -one to be appointed to each gang. 
(Minutes, August 28, 1878, p. 21H.) 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the report of the Superintending Architect, 

in relation to the work of restoring Tompkins Square, be re
ceived, and that the recommendations therein for the appoint
ment of two hundred laborers, thirty horses and carts, twelve 
briekla.yers and ten foremen be adopted, and that they be ap
pointed for said work; that the pay of foremen appointed on 
said work be fixed at $3 per day, and that of horses and carts 
employed on said work :'l.t $2.75 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether tl~e Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. John rraylor Johnston, President of the Metro
politan Museum of Art, calling the attention of the Department 

to the provisions of Ohapter 385, of the Laws of 1878, and re

questing that the Department would certify by rosolution that 
the sum of $30,000 was necessary for the purposes mentioned 

in said act, namely, the equipping of the Museum of Art build
ing during the year 1879. 

The PREKlDENT then offered the following resolu~ion : 
Resolved, That it be, and hereby is, certified by the Board of 

Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks to be neces-
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sary to include in the tax levy of the City of New York, for the 
year 1879, the sum of $30,OUO, for the equipment and furnish
mg of the building erected for a Museum of Art on Central 
Park, as authorized by Chapter 290, of the Laws of 1871, and 
for the other purposes mentioned in the first section of Chapter 
385, of the Laws of 1878. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolutiou, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Meeting on the Plaza, Union Square. 

From Mr. George Blair, Chairman of a Committee of Work
ingmen, requesting permission to hold a public meeting on the 
Plaza, Union Square, on Friday evening, the 6th inst. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had granted the permission 
requested, and moved that his action be approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree tc. said motion, and it was 'determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, "T etmore, Conover, Lane--4. 

Frederick W. Brown. 

From Mr. Frederick W. Brown, applying fvr the position of 
chainman. 

(Minutes, March 27, 1878, p. 699.) 

Filed. 

Robert O'Brien. 

From Hon. Abraham S. Hewitt, recommending Mr. Robert 
O'Brien for employment on the work of restoring Tompkins 
Square. 

Filed. 
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Audit 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and andited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Bryant, John, dahlia poles ......•••.... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P •....• 

Cooper, Hewitt'" Co., wire ...••••..... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Devlin, John B., gravel. •.. , .......... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ....•• 

Dodworth, H. B., mu~ic ............... Music, Cent'l Park 

Fales, Thos. J., grate bars ..••.....•.•. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Gatchel, .A.. S., shaft rubbers ......••... Maint. lI!ld Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Gold and Stock Telegraph Co., rent of 

line ............•............••.. Maint. and Govmt; 

P. and P ...... 

Handibode, P., coal. ..••.....•.•...•.. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps.,Impt. and 

$10 00 

Maint......... 5000 

Irwin, WID., petty expenses ......•.•. Muint. and Govt. 

P. andP ....... 

~:laint. 23d and 

$83 IS 

24th Wards.... IS 117 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards S5 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund... ..•••• 11114 

Jube, John P. '" Co., axles and wheels •• :Maint. and QoTt., 

p, and P .•••.• 

$54 00 

471 

557 52 

260 00 

13 65 

1 00 

62 60 

6000 

Hi 44 

2600 
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Keuffel &; Esser, steel tape ••••....•••. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ••.••• 

City Parks lmpt. 

[Wednesday, 

$1 00 

Fund... ..•... 2 80 

Knox, C., hats and ornaments, Police .... Maint. and Govt. 

P.imdP ...... . 

Mott, J. L. Iron Works, steam guage, &c.Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ••..•. 

Museum of Nat. 

History ...... . 

Mount's Son, H. R., brushes and brooms.Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

HarlemRB.Reps., 

Impt. and M ... 

Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Norris & Williams, leaders, etc ........ Museum of Art .. . 

Ruhe, Louis, bird food, ............... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Talcott, James C., oats and hay .•.•••.. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ...• 

Vaux, C., commissions .......•....•••. Museum of Art ... 

Van Winkle, E. B., petty expenses ..•. ;SurveYlng, laying 
out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ..•• 

Walton Bros., canvas, hoes, nails, &c .... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ....... 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

HarlemR.B.Reps., 

Impt. & M •..• 

$1'160 

52 00 

$2 00 

1'7 

19 83 

$'1 25 

5 '15 

5 00 

$3 80 

212 '75 

69 60 

23 00 

10200 

14 00 

32 91 

325 00 

39 40 

18 00 

$1,992 28 

• 



September 4, 1878.J 235 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .••..... $1,084 99 

Music-Central Park .••.......•...................... 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint. ....... . 

Maintenance, 23d and 24th Wards .... ' ................ . 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ........ . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ....... '" ...•••.. " .... . 

Museum of Natural History ............................ , 

Museum of Art ............................•.......••. 

260 00 

56 17 

59 63 

39 75 

12 74 

52 00 

427 00 
$1,992 28 

Amounting in the ag~regate to the sum of nineteen hundred and ninety two 

dollars and twenty-eight cents. 

N~w York, Septllmber 4,1878. 

S. E. LANE. I .Anditin.IJ 
SAJ\lL. CONOVER, f Committee. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do llOW ap
prove them, and that the Secretary bo directed to transmit 
them to the Finance'Dep<.utment for payment. 

The PUESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
fayot' thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commisdioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Oommissioner CO~OVER, from the Auditing Committee, pre
:¥ 

seuted the following report. 

The Auditing Committee beg leaye to report that they have 
examined an(l audited the following bill, and sJ.bmit the setme 
to the Board for approval: 

Decker, Nicholas H. and t Improvement and Construc-l 
George W. Quintard .. _. f tion River"ide Avenue, f $20,135 34 

--- $20,1~1S 34 

Amounting to the sum of twenty thousand one hundred and thirty-five dollars 

and thirty-four cents. 
SAJ\lL. CONOVER, I .A 'Uditing . 

f Committee. 
NEW YORK, September 4, 1878. 
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The above mentioned bill having been read and passed on, 
the President moved that the Board do now approve it, and 

that the Secretary be directed to transmit it to the Finance 

Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmole, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Treasurer's Report.. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

. Department of Public Parks, 

In account witlt Smith E. Lane, lre.asurer. 

CR. 
1878. 

Aug. 21. By balance ................................ , $:),226 57 

Aug. 21} 
to By cash received from permit. . .. ...... ..... 10 00 

Sept. 4. ---- $3,236 57 

Aug. 21 t .,. 
to (To cash paId mto CIty Treasury ............. . 

Sept. 4.) 
~976 57 

Sept. 4. To balance .... 2,260 00 

--- $3,236 57 

In Bank of Metropolis ... " ................ $2,250 00 

In drawer .•....... 

NEW YORK, September 4,1878. 

9.::0 A. M. 

10 00 

$2,260 00 

S. E. LANE, 

l.-easurer D. P. P. 
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Laborers, &c., for 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the communication of 
the Superintendent of the 'fwenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards, requesting that some additional laborers and a double 
team be appointed, verbally reported that it is necessary to 
increase the force in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards, as recommended by the Superintendent, and he offered 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That four laborers and one double team be appoint
ed in the Twenty-third. and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

(Minutes,Aug. 28, 1878, p. 216.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, I.Jane-
4. 

George Walker 

The PRESIDENT presented the following report: 

36 UNION SQUARE, 

NEW YORK, 4th Sept., 1878. 
To the Commissioners of the Depa>'tment of Public Parks,' 

GENTLEMEN,-I submit herewith charges preferred by Sergeant L. Flock against 
Patrolman George Walker, for neglect of duty, intoxication, and assault and bat
tery, on the 19th August, 1878. 

The occurrence which gave rise to the charges took place at one of the evenin~ 
concerts on the Battery Park, given by Crooks' Cornet Band, in the presence of a 
large gathering. 

On the examination of the charges on the 31st ult , at which Commissioner 
Lane was present, I allowed Officer <'Walker to be represented by counsel, Mr. 
Edmund E. Price, who certainly bl:ought out the most favorable points in the case 
for his client. 

Sergeant Flock was not represented by counsel, 
I annex hereto the evidence taken on the examination, by which it clearlyap

pears: 
1st. That Officer Walker neglected his duty on the evening in qnestion by leav

ing his post without permission. 
2d. That Officer Walker assaulted Sergeant Flock without provocation. and not 

only used disrespectful language to him, but abused him with vile and offensive 
terms. 

It is not, however, clearly proven that Officer \,'"lker was intoxicated oil the 
night in question. 

The above being the facts, as it appears evidcnt to me, I have no alterna
tive but to recommend the immediate removal and discharge of Patr(,llllan George 

·Walker from the employment of the Department. 
Respectfully submitted. 

JAMES F. WENMAN, 
President Department of Public Parks. 
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Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the report of the President be received and 
adopted, and that Patrolman George Walker be, and he hereby 
is, discharged and removed from the employment of the De
partment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

H. F. Liebenau. 

Commissioner LANE, whom the Prebident had designated to 
conduct the trial of Sergeant H. F. Liebenau, upon charges 

preferred by the Captain of Police for bis having unlawfully 

detained Mr. J umes A. Britton as a prisoner on the 29th day 

of June, 1878, after the charges against Mr. Britton had been 

dismissed, presented the following report: 

IN THE MATTER ~ 

THE CHARGES PREFER:ED AGAINST SERGEANT 

H. F. LIEBE:-IAU. 

To Ihe a"mrni" .. ;oner .. ~f Public Parks: 

DEPARTME:I'T OF PUBLIC PARKS,} 
30 UNlON 8QUAHE. 

Sept. 4, 1878. 

Sprgeant H. F. Liebenau was tried befOl'e 'me on Tuesday, 13th August, 1878. 
He was I,resent and pl"ud"d not guilty to the <"harges pr,·ferred against him. He 
was I'xIITlJilled on his own behalf and tbe testimony of all the witnesses present 
waH tak,-n. 

F,'om which testimony I find the following facts: 

That Oil the 29th of June, 1878, at 5.45 o'clnck p, M. James A. Britton was 
brought to 'he ~tation Bouse at the Arsenal 1 uilding in the Park, upon a charge 
I','efel'r,-d agai'J't l!i," by Officer Conklin. A lady accompanied him. Sergeallt 
Liehen:lu look .he l'hlll'ge and the stat .. ments of the wit,nesses, when, about 6 
o'dock Illid :!O llIinllte" P. M., 8ergeant. Liebellau said to Mr. Britton: "I will dis
charge ,\ Oil. LuI. I wili detain you ulltil the Captaiu comes." 

:Mr. Briltl'n lias at this time locked ul' with his lady in the Serg~ant's room. 
~cl'ge"nt Lil'lwnau then wait,·rluntil the return of the Captain, which was about 

IIHIf I ,,,,,t 'eV,'n o',.Jo("k, and had an int.-,'view with him out.side. He then, at about 
10 llJiunte. of S o'dock said to MI'. Britton: "I will dilicharge you." 
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On the trial Mr. Britton was called as a witness on behalf of Sergeant Liebe, 
nau; and declined to give auy testimony except to refer to his statemeut of com
plaint and his testimony given on the trial of Officer Conklin upon the complaint 
made by Mr. Britton. 

In his statement of complaint Mr. Rritton says: "My lady friend and I were 
" detained from 6 o'clock until 8 o'clock P. M." 

Ag-ain in his testimony he says: "I was detained at the Station House from 
" 6 o'clock to 8 o'clock P. M.; I was detained until he would see the Captain." 

Officer Conklin in his testimony says: "After all statements were made, the 
" Sergeant dismissed the case, but said to Mr. Britton: 'I will detain you until 
H 'the Captain comes.' " 

Here is proof that at 0.20 o'clock Sergeant Liebeuau decided to discharge Mr. 
Britton, and so notified him, and then immediately detained him in cnstody for 
more than an hour, until he could find the Captain, that he might consult with 
him as to whether he was right or wrong in hi, decision. 

The liberty of a citizen is too important to be at the mercy of a Sergeant who is 
incompetent to perform the duties of his offict'. 

The questions and the statement presented to Sergeant Liebenau were simple, 
and he shc,uld have been able to render a decision at once, to which he should 
ha ve adhered. 

The vacillating course pursued by him showed that he lacked knowledge of the 
duties of his office, decision of character Rnd ability to discharg-e his dulies. If Ser
geant Liebellau is io be allowed to wait the arrival of the Captain whenever a 
charge is preferred before him. to he told how to discharge his duties, the rights 
and liberties of ulloffending citizens might be unwarrantably interfered with. 

The dnties of a Sergeant sitting at the Station House require a person of good 
judgment, good temper, deci,;lon of character, anrl some jndgment of character to 
distinguish between accidental violatiuns of rules and wilfnl and malicious mis
chief. 

Sergcant Liebenau is. in my opinion, guilty of the charge preferred. 
Having first discharged MI". Britton, he had no right furthes to detain him. 
I do therefore report as my opinion that Sergeant Liebenan shonld be reduced 

from his present rank to that of a gate-keeper (Ill the police force. 
And I do recommend for adoption the following resolution: 

Re.~olved. That the report of the trial be accepted, and that Sergeaut Liebenau 
be reduced from his present rank to that of a gate-keeper on the police force. 

Respectfully submitteu, 
S. E. LANE. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received and that 
action on the recommendation therein be laid over. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Buildings on the Parks. 

The PRESIDENT presented a list of all the buildings under the 
control of the Department, with certain exceptions, as directed 
by the Board, on the 28th August, 1878. 



240 [ Wednesday, 

Oommissioner WETMORE moved that said list be received and 
filed. 

Adopted. 

Re-organization. 

By-Laws. 

(Minutes, August 28, 1878, p. 220.) 

Commissioner CONOVER, Chairman of the Special Committee 

on the Re-organization of the Department, presented the fol
lowing report: 

36 UNIOX SQUARE, 

. To the Commissioners oj the 
Departmel1t oj Public Parks: 

NEW YORK, 4th September, 1878 . 

GEXTLEMEx,-The undersigned, the committee appointed un t!!e re-organization 
of the Department, beg leave to report and recommend the following alterations 
in the By-Laws, viz. : 

Insert after the word" Employes," on the fourth line of Section 2, Art. III, the 
following: "other than foremen, mechanics and laborers." 

Insert after the word" Employe," on the first line of 8ection 3, Art. III, the 
following, viz.: "other than foremen, mechanics and laborers." 

Insert at end of Section 3, Art. III, the following, viz.: "The President of the 
" Board shall have the authority to suspend, at any time, any foreman, mechanic 
" or laborer, and shall report his action at the next meeting of the Board there
H after." 

Respectfnlly submitted, 
SAM'L CONOVER, } (J, .. 
'V. C. WETMORE, ommzsswners. 

(Minuhs, July 17, 1878, p. 191.) 

Laid over, under the rules, until the next meeting of the 
Board. 

Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the penalties for the non-completion of the 

work of improving and constructing Riverside Ayenue, on or 
before October 31st, 1877, the time stipulated therefor, be, and 
hereby are, remitted up to the tirst day of September, 1878. 

(Minutes, Aug. 7,1878, p. 191.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board wOllld 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favo thereof, as follows: 
:Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 
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Samuel E. Warren. Edward A. Miller ' 

Henry E. Kanski. John Morriesey. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolvr!d, That the salaries and pay of the following empoyes 

be charged, from September 1, 1878, until further order, to the 
appropriation for salaries, viz.: Samuel B. 'Varren, Draughts
man; Edward A. Miller, Hodman; Henry E. Kanski, Chain
man; and John Morrissey, Axeman. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
'-4. 

D. Cremins. Jas. P. Larkins. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Besolred, That James P. Larkins be restored, and appointed 
a Gate-keeper on the Police force, and that Denis Cremins 
be promoted from Gate-keeper to Patrolman. 

(Minutes, July 24, 18';8, pp. 163-164.) 

Commissioner LANE moved that said resolution be 
divided, so that the vote shall be taken separately on the ques

tion of restoring James P. Larkins, and on the question of pro
moting Denis Cremins. 

Adopted. 
Commissioner LANE then moved that so much of said resolu

tion as refers to the restoration and appointment of James P. 
Larkins be laid over. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wetmore, Lane-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover-2. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree to so much of said resolution as refers to the 
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restoration and appointment of James P. Larkins, and it was 

determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members 

of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 
No-Commissioner Lane-l. 

The PRESIDENT then put tho question whether the Board 
would agree to so much of said resolution as refers to the pro

motion of Denis Cremins, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-

4. 

John Johnson. Michael J. O'Connor. 

Michael Doran. Thomas Fallon. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Re.solVl'J, That John Johnson and Michael J. O'Connor, 
masons, be and they are hereby discharged, and that Mich ,el 
Doran and Thomas Fallon, be"and they are hereby appointed 
masons, at the pay of $3 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it WitS determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes.-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

--4. 

Coal. 

Commissioner LANE ofl'8red the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted at the meeting held on 
the 24th July, 1878, directing the Secretary to prepare and 
insert advertisements for proposals for furnishing the Depart
ment with coal for the current year, be, and the same hereby is, 
rescinded and revoked. 

(Minutes, July 24, 1878, p. 160.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a-
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tive, a majority of all the members of t.he Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Joseph Lenz. Hugh Downey. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Joseph Lenz, Sergeant, be transferred to the 

position of patrolman, and that Hugh Downey, Patrolman, be 
promoted to the position of sergeant. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 
Aye8~Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Robert Hunter. Peter McGinn. 

Oommissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Robert Hunter, laborer on the parks, be dis

charged, and that Peter McGinn be appointed a Jaborer in his 
place. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board 'Voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Hugh Dunphy. 

Mr. Hugh Dunphy having appeared before the Board, and 
the Police Snrgeon having reported favorably upon his physical 
condition, 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Hugh Dunphy be, and he hereby is, ap

pointed a gate-keeper upon the police force of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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live, ~. majority of ali the members of the Board voting .i,t;t 
~a~()r thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lana 
~. 

~ordham A venue Crosswalk. 

.. The· PRESIDENT presented, opened and read the following 

pre proposals which had been received for laying a crosswalk 
.on Fordham Avenue near Eleventh Street, Central Morrisaniar 
VIZ. : 

B=_. I 

'w m. R. Holder .................•.. 1 
Jo~~ B. Devlin ..................... \ 
Wtlham Coogan ....... , .......... i 
John Underwood ........ , ........•. ' 
pavid V. P. Hotaling .....•......... 1 

AMOUNT. 

$75 
85 
65 
81 
64 

TIME CAL-

CULATED AT $3 TOTAL. 

PER lJAY. 

-----_._--

1··-········· 
I' .. 3' d; j.~' . '1 

$75 
85 
65 
81 
73 

. "Phe PRESIDENT then offered the following resolutiou : 

Resolved, That the proposal of Mr. William Coogan, for 
'laying a crosswalk on Fordham A venue near Eleventh Street, 
be accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract be ana here
by is, awarded to said William Coogan therefor; and that the 
President be, ana he hereby is, a'lthol'ized to execute the same 
for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minuten, August 21, 1878, p. 199.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 12 
o'clock M., to meet on Wednesday, the 11th inst., at 9:30 o'clock 

A.M. 
WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA~, SEPTEMBER 11th, 1878. 

ADJOURNED MEETING, 9:30 O'CLOCK A; M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 
H CONOVER. 

" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 4th instant were 

read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Sewers in 3d Avenue, 134th Street, 135th Street, &0. 

From the Comptroller of the City, as follows: 

Hon. JAMES F. WENMAN, 

CITY OF NEW YORK-FINANCE DEPARTMENT,} 
COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, 

September 3, 1878. 

President of'the Park Department. 
SIR,-Herewith I return the proposal of John B. Devlin, for ~onstruetjng 

sewers in Third Avenue, One Hundred and Thirty-fourth Street and One Hun
dred and Thirty-fifth Street, for your action on the proposed substitution by- Mr. 
Devlin of Edward C. Sheehy as a surety thereon, for Patrick Sheehy, originally 
offered. 

Very respectfully, 
JOHN KELLY, 

Comptroller. 

'fhe PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Rf'solved, That the Commissioners of the Department of 
Public Parks hereby consent to the substitution of Mr. 
Edward C. Sheehy in the place of Mr. Patrick Sheehy, as a 
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5urety for the faithful performance of the contract for con
structing sewers in Third A venue, One Hundred and Thirty
fourth Street and One Hundred and Thirty-fifth Street, with 
branches in Lineoln, Alexander and Willis Avenues, heretofore 
awarded to JYlr. John B. Devlin. 

(Minutes, August 28, 1878, p. 214.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Tompkins Square. 

From the Comptroller of the City, as follows: 

Hon. JAMES F. ,VEX1IAX, 

CITY OF NEW YORK--FI:'IA:'ICE DEPARTMENT, } 
CO)[PTROLLER'S OFFICE, 

September 10, 1878. 

President Department of Public Parks,' 
SIR,-Herewith I return the plan adopted by your Department for the restora

tion of Tompkins Square. tog'ethel' with an estimate 01 the cost of the work, pre
pared by the Superintending' Architect of the Department of Public Parks, which 
you kmdly submiltljd for Illy examinatioll. 

The estimate amounts to :t'51,001" not including the expense of paving the 
walks, while the appropriat.ion made for the work by the law is $50,000. I do not 
see how more than the appropriation authorized by law call be legally expended, 
nor how the money can be obtained for any excess. If the cost should exceed the 
appropriation. t.he Park Commissioners may have the same difficulty in completing 
the work as their predecessors hall with the last attempt. to improve Tompkins 
Square. 

The expense uf fountains, 01' other costly ornamental it.ems, should not, in my 
judgment, be incurred at this time, and [ hardly think that the eost of paving the 
walks imlide the square should be provided fCll' in the Departrnetttal Estimate for 
1879. as that expense would appear to 1)8 jJ1'0i e1'ly a part of the work of restoring 
the square, provided for by the law authorizing its execution. 

Very respectfully, 

(Minutes, September 4, 1878, p. 230.) 

Filed. 

Bridge over Mill Brook at 145th Street. 

JOHN KELLY, 

Comptl·oller. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the 

Department to the condition of the bridge over Mill Brook at 
One Hundred and Forty-fifth Street, 
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Also from the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 

Twenty-fourth Wards, reporting that he has had said bridge 

repaired. 

Filed. 

Skating Chariots, 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting that if Mr. 

George W. Baker were granted permission to place skating 

chariots on Central Park, he would require a space 50 feet by 

100 feet to build a platform, and also an additional space 

round the platform for visitors. That there is no place in 

Central Park where the space required can be given without 

destroying the surrounding lawns and plantations; and recom

mending that the permission requested be not granted. 
(Minutes, Aug. 21, 1878, p. 202.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received, and that 

the permission requested by Mr. George W. Baker to place 

skating chariots on Central Park be refused. 

Adopted. 

Road leading from Broadway to Spuyten Duyvil :;ltation. 

From the Topographical Engineer, submitting three similar 

maps for filing, of the grades of tbe road leading from River

dale Avenue at the land of Mr. Hiram Barney, to Broadway, 

near Mosholu. 
(Minutes, April 17, 1878, p. 735.) 

Commissioner WE'l'MORE then offered the following resolu

tion: 

Resolved, That James F. Wenman, the President, and who 
is also one of the members of the Board of Commissioners of 
the Department of Public Parks, be, and he is hereby, desig
nated and directed to certify and file, as provided by law, the 
three similar maps or plans, each comprising two sheets, alld 
entitled "Plan and Profiles showing a street connecting the 
"Spuyten Duyvil Parkwtty with Broadway, from a point on 
"said Parkway, 23,600 feet, and a point on Broad way 24,450 feet 
" north of One hundred and fifty-fifth Street, in the Twenty
"fourth Ward of the City of New York, as laid out and estab-
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"lished and classified by the Commissioners of the Depart~ 
, ment of Public Parks, ill pursuance of the provisions of Chap
"tel' 604 of the Laws of 1874, and Chapter 436 of the Laws 
"of 1876," dated" New York, September 6, 18'78," and signed 
"Juliu,:; Munckwitz, Superintending Architect Department 
of Public Parks," and "E. B. Van Winkle, Topographical 
Engineer, Department of Public Parks." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma~ 

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follow's : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Central Bridge. 

From the Engineer of Oonstruction, reporting that Central 

Bridge is in need of immediate repairs, the estimated cost of 

which is $777.12. 
(Minutes, August 24, 1878, p. 210.) 

Filed. 

W. N. Jackson. 

From the Engineer of Construction, stating that he requires 

an additional assistant, and requesting that Mr. W. N. Jackson, 

ekilledlaborer, he detailed to him from time to time as he may 

require his services, that he be authorized to return his time 

during the periods he may be so employed, and that while he 

is so employed his pay be fixed at $2.50 per day. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Rf8olved, That W. N. Jackson, skilled laborer, be detailed to 
the Engineer of Oonstruction whenever he may require his ser
viees; that the Engineer of Oonstruction be authorized to re
turn his time for sueh periods, and that while he is so detailed 
his pay be fixed at $2.50 per day. 

(Minutes, April 24, 1878, p. 749.) 

The PnEsIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affil'ma~ 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 'Venman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Riverside Park and Avenue. 

From the Superintending Engineer of Riverside Avenue im

pTovement recommending that the Superintending Gardener 

be authorized to do what in his judgment is required, from time 
to time, during the construction of the Avenue, in the way of 

labor and planting seed on Riverside Park and Avenue, to pre
vent trouble from weeds in the future, and have the plantings 

in better condition than they wonld otherwise be, when the 

work on the Avenue is completed. 

Commissioner LANE moved that said communication be filed, 
and that the Superintending Gardener be directed to examine 

Riverside Park and report thereon, and upon the condition of 

the trees and plantings. 
Adopted. 

Sheep. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that one of the 

lambs sold at the recent auction to Dr. Alexander Hadden, had 
died the night of the day of the sale, and recommending that 

he be authorized to give Dr. Hadden another lamb, on his 
giving in exchange such animals, of an equal value, as are re

quired in the Menagerie. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Director of the Menagerie 

be authorized to give Dr. Alexander Hadden a lamb, on his 
giving in exchange such birds or animals as are required in the 

Menangerie, to the value of $4.50. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Woodlawn Bridge, Bronx River. 

From :Mr. Frederick H. Decker, Town Clerk of Eastchester, 

requesting that a meeting be arranged between the Commis
sioners of this Department and the Supervisor, Town Clerk, 
and Commissioners of Highways of Eastchester, for the pur
pose of taking into consideration the feasibility of erecting a 

new bridge over the Bronx River at Woodlawn Station. 
The PRESIDENT moved that Commissioners Wetmore and 

Lane, the committee on Bronx River Bridges, be requested to 
meet and confer with the Supervisor, Town Clerk, and Com

missioners of Highways of "Eastchester, in relation to said 

subject. 
(Minutes, April 3, 1"878, p. 712.) 

Adopted. 

Bronx River. 

From Mr. L. C. De Willers, manager of the French Leather 
and Kid Glove Manufacturing Company, making enquiries as 
to the intention of the Department to convert the Bronx River 
into a se"Ver. 

Filed. 

William Oauldwell. 

From Mr. Wm. Cauldwell, complaining that the Superin
tendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards had taken 

from three hundred to four hundred loads of material from his 
property for the purpose of repairing Jerome A venue without 
his permission. 

Referred to the President to report. 

John B. Loughman. 

From Mr. John B. Loughman, notifying the Department 

that his horse broke through the bridge over Millbrook, at 
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One Hundred and 8ixty-second Street and Washington Avenue, 

and was badly damaged. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards for his report. 

Meeting in Tompkins Square. 

From Mr. William A. A. Carsey, Secretary of the General 
Committee of the National Greenback Labor Party, requesting 

permission to hold a meeting in Tompkins Square. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had granted the permission 

asked, for Tuesday the 10th inst., and he moved that his action 

be approved. 

Adopted. , 
Meetings on the Park,\ 

From Mr. Wm. A. A. Carsey, Secretary of the General Com
mittee of the National Greenback Labor Party, requesting per
mission to hold public meetings once a week until November 

8th, 1878, on the Plaza, Union tlquare, and on the Circle, 
at Eighth Avenue and Fifty-ninth Street. 

Filed. 

John H. Smith. 

From Mr. John Mc(~uade and others, requeating that John 

H. Smith, painter, be restored to work. 

Filed. 

Edward Egan, 

From Han. Fernando Wood, requesting that Edward Egan 
be given employment. 

Filed. 

Frank Mason. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, requesting that a skilled laborer 
be appointed to act in place of James H. Hart, removed. 

(Minutes, August 28, 1878, p. 223.) 
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The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Reso7ved, That lVIr. Frank Mason be, and he hereby is, ap
pointed a skilled laborer; that his pay be fixed at $2 per day, 
and that he be detailed to the office of the Disbursing Olerk. 

Oommissioner LANE moved that said resolution be laid over 

until the next meeting. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to s!1id motion, and it was determined in the negative, a 

majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Oommissioner Lane-I. 

Noes-Oommissioners Wenman, \Yetmore, Oonover-3. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined ill the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Fireworks in Central Park. 

From Messrs. Koster and Greene, requesting permission to 

make a display of fireworks in Central Park. 

Filed. 

Dennis Keenan. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty

fourth Wards recommending that Dennis Keenan, laborer, 
be restored to work. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said Dennis Keenan, laborer, be 

restored to work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover~ Latle 
-4. 
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Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Michael Smith, to whom the order for gas-fitting 
in the basement of the Mus6um of Art was given, stating that 
on account of certain changes made in the plans by the Archi
tects he has been put to an additional expense of $33.50. 

(Minutes, July 17, 1878,:p. 134,) 

Referred to the Superintending Architect for his report. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 

Bell, Martin, harness repairs ...•...•... Maint. etc., 23d &; 

24thWards. ". 

Coogan, Wm" monuments ......•...... Survey., Laying

out, etc" 23d & 

$6 90 

24th Wards ••. 276 00 

Central Gas Light Co., gas ...•....•.... Harlem R. B. 
Reps. Impt. &; 

M............ -166'1 

Devlin, John B., graveL .......... " ... Main. &; Govmt. 

P. &; P......... 823 36 

Grafulla, C. S., music .................. Music C e n tr a I 

Park.......... 26000 

Gordon, Robt., Actg'. Treas., expenses 

Mus. Art .......................... Maint. & Govmt. 

P. and P...... «8 3'1 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas-meter ..•.••• Maint. & Govmt. 
P. and P...... 26 96 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas, August ..••. Maint. & Govmt. 

P. and P.. .. . . $Il& '11 

Harlem R. B. Reps 

Impt. & M... • .. 38 6~ 
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Handibode, P , coal_ ... _._. __ ._ •••• Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M ......... . $090 

Maint. eli: Govmt. 

P. eli: P...... 960 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund.... ..... 1 150 

Holbrook, E. F. eli: Bros., glass •• _ •..... Maint. eli: Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Jones, Chas. and Thomas P. McQuade, 

materials and labor ....••.• _ ...•.... Brook Ave. sewer, 

Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ........ Maint., etc., 23d eli: 

24th Wards •.. 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, Aug .•• Maint. eli: Govmt. 

P. &P ........ 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., meter l\"a8. Maint. & Govmt 

P. &P ........ 

Mullane, John, hay. oats, straw, &c .••.. Maint. & Govmt. 

P. &P ....••.. 

New York Gas-Light Co., gas, Aug ..... Maint. eli: Govmt. 

P. &P .••..... 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., meter gas.Maint. and Govt. 

P. andP ....... 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas, August.Maint. and Govt. 

P. andP ....... 

O'Donnell, John, milk, August ...... '.' .Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ... _ .. 

Pollock & Van Wagenen, oil, paint, &c .. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Shady, Jas. H., fish, August ........... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Seaman, John A., paints and putty ..... Maint. and Govt. 

P.and P ....... 

Museum of Art .. 

Young, Chas. C., bread, August ........ Maint. and Govt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Van Winkle, E. B., petty cash .•.....•• Monumenting Fox 

Estate ...... .. 

Walton Bros., rakes and nails .......... Maint. and Govm't 

P andP ....... 

Welch &- Lawson, pumping engine ...•. Museum Natural 

History ...... . 

$33 21 

2 73 

$12 00 

16 20 

7,899 82 

22 30 

130 00 

54 90 

292 91) 

328 110 

20 00 

213 95 

10 85 

14 60 

11 52 

85 94 

47 32 

7 52 

16 00 

350 00 

$10,959 88 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places....... $2,0'10 94 

Surveying, Laying-out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards... ....•• 2'16 00 

Maintenance Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards ....• 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Mainte-

nance ... '" ................................... . 

Music in Central Park ............................... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . .. . . .. . ... . ......... . 

Monumenting Fox Estate ..................... , ....•••. 

Museum Natural History ............................. . 

Museum of Art ... " ............................••... 

Brook Avenue Sewer ................................. . 

43 80 

4'1 5'1 

260 00 

1 50 

'1 52 

350 00 

2 '13 

'1,899 82 

--$10,959 88 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of ten thousand nine hundred and 

fifty-nin(dollars and eighty-eight cents. 

New York, September llth, 18'18. 

S. E. LANE, t.A uditing 
SAML. CONOVER, f Oommittee. 

The above-mentioned bills having beem read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be direct.ed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in tne affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Photographs from Pafl~. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that he had received from 
Mr. William R. Martin the photographs of the public works in 
Paris, which had been forwarded to the Department by the 
Prefect of the Seine, and he offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be authorized to issue an order 
for the purpose of having the various photographH of the pub
lic works in Paris properly mouuted to preserve them. 

(Minuteb, Aug. 28, 18'18, p. 220.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, itS follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Reorganization. 

By.Laws. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the report of the Committee on 

Reorganization, recommending certain changes in the By

Laws, and which was laid over at the last meeting, be taken up. 
(Minutes, September 4, 1878, p. 240.) 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved. That the first recommendation of said committee, 
viz. : To insert after the word" Employes," on the fourth line 
of Section 2, Art. III of the By-Laws, the following: "other 
than foremen, mechanics, and laborers," be, and hereby is 
adopted. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the third recommendation of said committee, 
viz., To insert ,1t the end of Section 3, Article III, of the By
Laws, the following: "The Presiaent of the Board shall have 
the authority to suspend, at any time, a~y foreman, mtchanic 
or l~,horer; and shall report his action at the next meeting of 
the Board thereafter." 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 
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H. F. Liebenau. 

The PRESlDENT moved that the report of Commjssioner 
Lane, upon the trial of Sergeant H. F. Liebenau, and which 
was presented and laid over at the last meeting of the Board, 
be taken up. 

(Minutes, September 4, 1878. p. 238.) 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Re8olved, That said report be accepted, the recommendations 
therein adopted, and that Sergeant H. F. Liebenau be, and 
hereby is, reduced from the position of sergeant to that of 
gate-keeper on the police force. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows; 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 
No-Commissioner Conover-I. 

Tompkins Square 

Commissioner LANE presented the following report, and 
moved the adoption of the resolution submitted therein, 
namely: 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS. } 

36 Union Square (East). 
NEW YORK, September 10, 18'18. 

'1'0 the Oommissioners of Public Parks: 
The undersigned respectfully submits the following report on the plan for reo 

constructing Tompkins Square: 
The plan submitted by the Superintending Architect for reconstructing Tomp

kins Square is undoubtedly the result of a careful study and accurate surveys and 
reflects credit on its author, Mr. Munckwitz. 

The estimat~B of the cost submitted by him at vet·y low figures, show that they 
will exceed the appropriation of $50,000 by over $20,000. As usual, with all 
like work heretofore done by day's work for the City, the cost of completion will 
be more nearly $100,000 than any lesser sum. The appropriation of $50,000 by 
the Legislature Was iutended to complete the work. 

The existing condition of affairs iu Tompkins Square was the result of an elt
penditure of $'19,000 upon a plan prepared by Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted. The 
work was then stopped and the public have ever since had good cause of com
plaint with the unfinished condit.ion of the square. The new plan submitted by 
Mr. Munckwitz, if proceeded with, will involve the entire reconstruction of the 
work in the square, and after an expenditure of the $50,000 appropriated, the 
Board will find itself in the position of having to face the public with the charge 
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of having spent that large amount of money without achieving any greater result 
than a park as incomplete as it now is, only that it will be in a different form of 
design than the present. Then the Board will again be obliged to appeal to the 
Legislature for more funds with which to go on and complete the work. The 
undersigned therefore suggests that it be referred to the Superintending Archi
tect to take the old plans for the present square, and present a plan on the basis 
of the finished work and reconstructing all of the centre part which was arranged 
as a parade ground, and laying it out as a park with walks and turf. The mound 
in the southwest corner could be reduced and the sunken portions in the corners 
could be completed on the original plan at some future day. As much of the 
existing work has progressed nearly to completion, the whole could be completed, 
including the construction of all the walks inside the park and the sidewalk 
around it, for a sum within the appropriation of $50,000. Thus a large sum can 
be saved by the modification of the old plans now partially completed. 

It appears to the undersigned to be the duty of the Board to adopt a plan that 
can be completed within the appropriation of ;$50,000. What more feasible than 
to adopt some plan on the basis of the existing completed work? The first item 
of estimate submitted by the Superintending' Architect is $18,500 for undoing 
existing work, a large portion of which can be saved. 

Work which has already cost the public $79,000 is, by this plan, to be entirely 
obliterated and destroyed. 

The undersigned submits for adoption the following resolntion : 
Resolved, That it be referred to the Snperintending Architect to modify his 

plan, and present a plan on the basis of adopting the finished work iu Tompkins 
Square by which the whole work can be completed in all respects within the ap
propriation of $50,000. 

All which is respectfnlly submitted. 

(Minutes, Sept. 11, 1878, p. 246.) 

S. E. LANE, 

09mmissioner. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the nega

tiVll, I't'maiori~y of all the members of the Board not voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Lane-I. 
Noes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

Tompkins Square. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the work of the restoration of Tompkins 

Square as a public park, be commenced on Monday, the 16th, 
September, 1878. 

(Minutes, Sept. 4, 1878, p, 230.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 
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John W. England. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That John W. England, Patrolman, be, and he 

hereby is, promoted and appointed to the position of Sergeant 
on the Police force of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

Daniel Mahoney-Wm. B. Love. 

Mr. Daniel Mahoney having appeared before the Board, 
and the Police Surgeon having reported favorably upon his 
physical condition, 

Oommisioner OONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That William B. Love, Gate-kfleper, be, and he 

hereby is, removed and discharge<1 from the employment of the 
Department, and that Daniel Mahoney be, and he hereby is, 
appointed a gate-keeper upon the police force of the Depart
ment. 

'rhe PRESIDEN'f put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-,1. 

On motiON of the President, the Board adjourned at 11:30 

o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 18th instant, at 9:30 
o'c:lockA. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18th, 1878. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

WETMORE. 

CONOVER. 

LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 11th iust. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Riverside Avenue. 

From the Commissioner of Public Works, as follows: 

HonJAMEs F. WENMAN, 

DEPAR'fME"T OF PUBLIC WORKS, } 
COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE, ROOM 19, CITY HALL, 

NEW YORK, September 17, 1878. 

President Department Public Parks. 
Sir,-Application has been made to this Department for sewers in Seventy. 

seventh, Seventy-eighth and Seventy-ninth Streets, between Eleventh and River
side Avenues, and to obtain an ontlet for them it is necessary to build a sewer in 
Riverside Avenue from Seventy-seventh to Eightieth Street. there to connect 
with the main outlet sewer. 

In order to obtain the necessary information and to arran ge for a harmonious 
prosecution of the whole work, Mr. Stevenson Towle, our Engineer in charge of 
sewers, will meet and consult with snch Engineer or person as you may desig
nate. 

Very respectfully, 

Referred to the President. 

ALLAN CAMPBELL, 
OommisS'ioner of Public Works. 
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Drain at Woodlawn Cemetery. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of this 
Departme.lt to the condition of a public drain at the west 

entrance to Woodlawn Cemetery. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 

Twenty-fourth Wards for his report. 

J ames Davis. 

From the Police Department,notifying the Department that 
a certificate of qualification to take charge of the portable 

steam engine on Jerome Avenue, had been granted to James 

Davis. 

(Minutes, Aug. 28, 1878, p. 215.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Art. 

From the Superintending Architect. reporting that the extra 
gas-fitting work for which Mr. Michael Smith claims addi

tional compensation, was caused by changes in the plan of the 

basement of the building which were made at the request of 
the Trustees of the Metropolitan Museum of Art; that the 
amount asked by Mr. Smith, viz.: $33.50, is a reasonable 

charge for the extra work. 
(Minutes, September 11, 1878, p. 253.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Michael Smith be allowed 
the sum of $33.50 for said extra work in addition to the 
amount originally agreed upon by him for said gas-fitting work. 

The PRESIDE~T put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
therE;)of, as follows: 

. Ayes-Commissioners vVenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 
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Tompkins Square. 
C. Smith. P. Logan. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that it is neces

sary to appoint two general foremen for the work on Tompkins 

Square. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Ohristopher Smith and Patrick Logan be, 
and they are hereby, appointed general foremen upon the work 
of improving Tompkins Square, and that their pay be, and 
hereby is, fixed at $3.50 per day, each. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Riverside Park and Avenue. 

From the Superintending Gardener, reporting upon the 

advisability of sowing grass, &c., upon Riverside Park and 

Avenue, and also reporting upon the trees and plantings on 
said park and avenue. 

(Minutes, September 11, 1878, p. 249,) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be filed, and 

that such portions of Riverside Park and Avenue as have been 

completed, and prepared for turf, be sown with grass seed. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

John B. Loughman. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty

fourth Wards, reporting upon the accident to the horse of Mr. 
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John B. Loughman, which was occasioned by his breaking 
through the bridge over Millbrook at One Hundred and Sixty· 
second Street. 

(Minutes, September 11,1878, p. 250.) 

Filed. 

John McLaughlin. 

From Mr. John McLaughlin, messenger, applying for an 

increase of pay. 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural His~ory. 

From Mr. Wm. A. Haines, Chairman of the Executive Com
mittee of the American Museum of Natural History, request
ing that the roof of the Museum of Natura] History buildiug 
be repaired; that it and the wood work in the openings of the 
gable ends, the small extension at the north end, and the iron 
pillars in the second story windows be painted; and that the 
border of tiling around two new cases on the lower floor be 
laid. 

Also from the Superintending Architect recommending that 
the repairs requested be made by the force in the employment 
of the Department, and that an order be given to the same 
firm that laid the tiling on the floor to complete the border 
round the two new cases. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the repairs to said building be 
made, as requested, and that. the Treasurer be authorized to 

issue an order for the laying of the tiling round said two cases. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 
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Crook's Amateur Cornet Band. 

From Mr. O. F. Griffith, Secretary of Crook's Amateur Oor
nAt Band, requesting permission for said band to give one con
cert on Central Park. 

(Minutes, July 31, 1878, p. 182.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that said subject be referred 
to the President with power. 

Adopted. 

Spuyten Duyvil Hill Road. 

From Mr. Hiram Barney, calling the attention of the Depart
ment to the dangerous condition of the Spuyten Duyvil Hill 
Road, which was caused by the washing of the late rains. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 
to the Superintendent Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, 
with instructions to have said road repaired. 

Adopted. 

Stand on the Battery Park. 

From Mr. Joseph Cronin, asking permIssIOn to place a 
refreshment stand on the Battery Park. 

(Minutes May 8, 1878, P 24.) 

Refused. 

Fourth Avenue Parks. 

From Mr. Cornelius O'Reilly, Chairman of the Tax
payers' Association of the Nineteenth Ward, requesting that 
the improvement of the Fourth Avenue Parks be prosecuted 
without delay. 

(Minutes, Aug. 21, 1878, p. 197.) 

Filed. 

John Brady. 

From Mr. F. Byrne, requesting that Mr. John Brady!be given 
employment. 

Filed. 
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Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 

presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval : 

Devlin, John B., gravel ............••• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Dodworth, H. B., music. . . . . . . . . . . . . Music, Central Pk. 

$535 36 

265 00 

$800 36 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eight hundred dollars and thirty-six 

cents. 
S. E. LANE, t Auditing 
S.HIL. CONOVER, f Committee. 

NEW YORK, September 18, 1878. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed 
on separately, the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now 

approve them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Finance Department for payment. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agr~e to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Joseph Lenz. 

Patrolman Joseph Lenz, having been directed by the Pres
ident to attend, was received, and admitted that he was the 
author of the statements published in a newspaper issued on 

Sunday, the 15th instant, reflecting upon the Commis
sioners and the administration of the Department. He then 
retired, and the PRESIDENT offered the following preambles and 

resolution: 
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Whereas, An article appeared in one of the newspapersissued 
on Sunday, the 15th September, 1878, reflecting upon this De
partment; 

And whereas, Patrolman Joseph Lenz has, in presence of the 
Board of Oommisrsioners, admitted that he supplied the state
ments in said article alleged to have been furnished by him; 

Therf(fore resolved, That he, the said Joseph Lenz, be, and he 
hereby is, removed and discharged from the employment of the 
Department. 

(Minutes, Sept. 4, 18'78, p. 243.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

H. F. Liebenau. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preamble and resolu
tion: 

Wherea8, Gate-keeper H. F. Liebenau has been absent from 
duty without leave since the 11th day of September, 1878 ; 

Resolved, That he, the said H. F. Liebenau, be, and he hereby 
is, removed and dirscharged from the employment of the De
partment. 

(Minutes, Sept. 11, 18'78, p. 25'7.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the B0ard would 
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as foll?ws : 

Ayes-Oommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4 

Henry Seymour. 

Oommissioner OONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Henry Seymour be, and he hereby is, restored 

and appointed a patrolman on the police force Qf the Depart
ment, 

(Minutes, July 31, l.8'78, p. 181.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

James McKiever. 

Cmmissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That James }\fcKiever be, and he hereby is, ap

pointed an assistant foreman on the second division of the 
Central Park, and thai his pay be, and hereby is, fixed at $3 
per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Tompkins Square. 
George Walker. John Boyle. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That George Walker and John Boyle be, and they 

hereby are, appointed night-watchmen on Tompkins Square, 
and that their pay be fixed at $1.60 per day. 

(~linutes, July 10 and Sept. 4,1878, pp. 129 and 237.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, 'Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Central Bridg!'. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the work of repairing the planking on Central 

Bridge over Harlem River, be proceeded with whenever the 
Comptroller of the City informs the President that the cost 
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thereof will be provided for in the appropriations :for this year 
by a transfer of a sufficient amount thereto. 

(Minutes, Sept. 11, 18'78, p. 248.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board v.oting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lana 
-4. 

Tompkins Square. 

Laborers. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That one foreman, twenty-four laborers, and seven 

horses and carts be appointed on the work of improving; 
Tompkins Square, in addition to those heretofore authorized. 

(Minutes, Sept. 4, 1878, p. 231.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board 
would agree to said resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, LanQ 

-4. 

Estimates for Work, kG. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the resolution adopted at the meeting of the 

Board held on the 24th day of July, 1878, and entered on page 
162 of the Minutes, directing that all estimates for material 
and work be opened by the Board at a Board meeting, and 
publicly announced at that time, be, and hereby is, rescinded. 

(Minutes, July 24, 18'78, p. 162.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the nega
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting iu 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners COD over, Lane--2. 
Noes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore-2. 
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Bridge-over Harlem River. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preambles and resolu

tion: 
Whereas, This Department, on the 20th day of February, 

1875, made requisition on the Comptroller of the City of New 
York to .issue bonds to the amount of one hundred thousand 
($100,000) dollars, in pursuance of tho provisions of Section 3, 
Chapter 534, Laws of 1871, and Section 16, Chapter 32l), Laws 
Of 1871, for the construction of a bridge over Harlem River; 

.And whereas, The Board of Estimate and Apportionment, on 
the 21st day of March, 1876, authorized the said ComptroUer 
to issue said bonds to the amount of ten thousand ($10,000) 
dollars; 

.And whereas, No further action has been taken in the matter 
by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, and the build
ing of the said bridge cannot be proceeded with until a suC
ficient amount of said bonds has been authorized to be issued 
by said Board of Estimate and Apportionment; therefore, 

Resolved, 'rhat the Board of Estimate and AppOltionment 
be, and hereby is, respectfully and urgently requested to au
thorize the 00mptroller of said City to issue the residue of 
said bonds, namely bonds to the amount of ninety thousand 
($:m,OUO) dollars, as mentioned in the aforesaid requisition of 
this Department, of February 20th, 1875. 

(Minutes, Feb. 14, and Sept. 19, 1877, pp. 617 and 293.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

-On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board adjourned at 11:45 
o'clock A. M. to meet at 9:30 o'clock A. M., on Wednesday, the 
2d -day of October, 1878. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. -
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 18'78. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

WETMORE. 

CONOVER. 

LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 18th Septem
ber, 1878, were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Harlem River Bridges. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and A.ppor
tionment forwarding a copy of the following resolution, which 
had been adopted by t.hat Board on September 23, 1878, viz. : 

ResoZ,Jed, That the sum of three thousand dollars be, and the Bame is hereby, 
transferred from the following appropriations, which are in excess of the amount 
required for the purposes and objects thereof, viz.: 

" Disbursements and Fees of County Officers and Witnesses," 18~7.. $1,500 00 
" Election Expenses," 1877 ............ ,....................... 1,000 00 

Total. ....................... , . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . $3,000 00 

to the appropriation for "Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and 
Maintenance" for 1878, which is insufficient. 

(Minutes August :Ii and Septewoer 18, 1878, p. 210 and 268 ) 

Filed. 
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Bridge over Tibbits Brook. 

From the Health Department calling the attention of this 
Department to the condition of the bridge over Tibbitts brook 

at Kingsbridge. 

Filed. 
Also from the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 

Twenty-fourth Wards reporting that he had had said bridge 

repaired. 

Filed. 

Sedgwick Avenue, Bailey Avenue. 

From the Topographical Engineer submitting three similar 
maps for filing, of the grades of portions of Sedgwick Avenue 
and Bailey Avenue. 

(Minutes June 19, 1878, p. 97). 

Commissioner WETMORE then offered the following resolution: 
"Resolved, That James F. Wenman, the President of, and 

who is also one of the members of the Board of Oommissioners 
of the Department of Public Parks, be, and he is hereby, desig
nated and directed to certify and file, as provided by law, 
the three similar maps or plans entitled" Plan and Profiles show
"ing Sedgwick Avenue, from abont 500 feet south of Fordham 
"Landing Road to Bailey Avenue, and Bailey Avenue, from 
" Sedgwick Avenue to the Kingsbridge Road in the Twenty
"fourth Ward of the City of New York, as laid out and altered 
"established and classified by the Commissioners of the De
"partment of Public Parks, in pursuance of the provisions of 
"Chapter 604 of the Laws of 1874, and Ohapter 436 of the 
"Laws of 1876," dated "New York, October 1st, 1878," and 
signed" Julius Munckwitz, Superintending Architect Depart
ment of Public Parks, " and" E. B. Van Winkle, 'ropographical 
Engineer Department of Public Parks." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-



October 2, 1878.] 273 

Sheep. 

From the Director of the Menagerie:stating that Mr .• James 

Swann offers to give an AgouW in exchange for one of the 

lambs; and also stating that there is no specimen of the Agouti 
in the Menagerie. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had authorized the exchange 
to be made, and muved that his action be approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Wm. H. Bertholf. 

From the Superintending Architect, stating that the work in 
his office has accumulated so much that it is necessary to 
engage another assistant. 

Commissioner WETMORE then offered the following resolution,: 

Resolved, That William H. Bertholf be, and he is hereby, 
appointed a skilled laborer; that his pay be, and hereby is, 
fixed at $2.50 per day, and that he be detailed to the office at 
36 Union Square, until further order. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in £avor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-

4. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, forwarding a plan show
ing where an asphalt pavement is required at the Museum of 

Art building, the cost of which he estimates at $300ftfu, 

Endorsed thereon is the following: 
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" SEPTEMBER 30th, 1878. 
" Approved for the Trustees of the Metropolitan Museum of 

" Art. 
" THEODORE WESTON, 

" Com." 

The PRESIDENT moved that said plan be approved, and that 

the pavement be laid by the force in the employment of the 
Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commiseioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Harlem River Illlprf)Vemcnt. 

From Lieutenant-Oolonel Brevet l\Iajor-Geneml John New

ton, U. S. A., thanking the COlllmissioners for the information 

furnished to him by the Department ill relation to Harlem River, 

and offering to inform the Department from time to time of the 

progress made in forwarding the contemplated improvements of 
said river. 

(Minutes, Aug. 28, 1878, p. 217.) 

Filed. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

From Lieutenant-Colonel Brevet l\Iajor General John New
t,on, U. 8. A., suggesting that if the contemplated improvements 

of Harlem River inerease the busines,.; on the river, as it is ex

pected that they will, it would be advisable to construct the 

-intended bridge at Madison Avenue, at such a height that the 

smaller class of tugs could pass under it without the necessity 
of opening the draw. 

(Minutes, S('pt. 18, 1878, p. 270,) 

filed. 
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Review in Central Park. 

From Oolonel Frederick Unbekant, 11th Regiment N. G., 
S. N. Y., asking permission for his regiment to review in Oen

tral Park on the 11th October, 1878. 

The PRESIDENT reported thai he had refused said application 
and moved that his action be approved. 

Adopted. 

Also, from Colonel Richard Vose, 71st Regiment N. G., S. N. 
Y., asking for the same privilege for his regiment on the 16th 

October, 1878. 

Laid over. 

Riverside Avenue. 

From Mr. Richard L. Schieffelin, complaining of the careless 

manner in which the contractors for the Riverside Avenue con

struction make the rock blasts on said work. 

The PRESIDENT stated that on the receipt of said letter he had 

sent a copy of the City ordinances in relation to Tock blasting to 

the Superintending Engineer on said work, with instructions to 
him to see that they were strictly complied with, and he moved 

that his action be approved. 

Adopted. 

Drain in College Street, 24th War4. 

From Mr. James Hyland, asking compensation for building 

a drain in College Street, near Hoffman Street, in the Twenty

fourth Ward, about tl1Tee years ago. 

Filed. 

Trees, &rc. 

From Mr. F. P. Hosp, forwarding a list of trees and shrubs, 

&c., which he has for sale. 
Referred to the Superintending Gardellel' for his report. 

Names of Streets in 2ad and 24th. Warda. 

From Mr. Hiram Barney, calling the attention of the De

partment to the necessity of naming the streets laid out in the 
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Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, upon the maps filed 
by the Department. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said commuuication be referred 

to Commissioner Lane to report upon. 
Adopted. 

Tompkins Square. Police. 

From Mr. Theodore Louis and seventy-five residents in the 
neighborhood of Tompkins Square, asking that an additional 

police force be stationed on said square. 
Filed. 

John J. Killian. 

From Mr. Thomas W. Byrnes and others, recommending Mr. 
John J. Killian for an appointment on the police force. 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Ackerman, Wm. G. & Co., spikes ...... ~faint. 23d&24th 

Wards ........ 

Arnold, David P., meat .............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and PoO ..... 

Crombie, Thoms. J., lumber ............ City Parks Impt. 

F ........... . 

Tompkins Square. 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

$31 20 

79 20 

, P. and P.. .. . . . $74 51 

Maint.,&c.,23d and 

24th Wards.. .. 6 25 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Imp. & M. 6 25 

$14 50 

258 50 

110 40 

87 01 



October 2, 1878. ] 277 

Colwell, W. H. & Son, lumber .......... Maint.,Jrc.,23d and 

Colgate & Company, castile soap ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ..... . 

Donaldson, T. & Son, globes. . . .. . .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and P ...... . 
Early & Lane, matches ..... , ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Gold & Stock Tel. 00., rent of line ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Harmer, Hays & Co., collars and curry 

combs ........••................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Jube, John P. & 00., wagon materials ... Maint. anc1Govmt. 

P.and P ...... . 

Keuffel & EdSel', tapes ........ , ....... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th ,'[ ards $18 80 

City Par 1.3 Impt. 

F............. 1 80 

King, Briggs & Co., files.. . . . . . .. . ... Maint and Govmt. 

P .. and P ...... . 

Le Baron, J. F., mat. " ' ... '" ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Martin & Sons, J. M. C., dusters ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... " 

Miller & Coates, labor and materials .... Museum ~atnral 

History ...... . 

Schwarzwaelder, ,'1m., furniture repairs.'Thiaint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Seaman, John A., marline, varnish, &c .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P.&P ........ . 
Seaman, John A., pails, wheelbarrows, 

&c ................................ Tompkins Square. 

Shea, A. A., repairs to wagon .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

Valentine, B. C. & Co., repairs to cottage.Maint. and Govrot. 

P. andP ....... 

$166 97 

s as 

1 85 

2 50 

62 ISO 

41 75 

13 75 

20 60 

9 40 

9 45 

11 62 

518 00 

18 00 

9 02 

52 00 

72 00 

7660 
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Walton Bros., horse nails, pails, trowels, 

doc ................................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ..... , . 

Maint. 23d &; 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Walton Bros., nails and shovels ........ Tompkins Square. 

Whitney, A. R., iron ................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ....... . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards.. . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ........................ . 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and J\Iaiut.. ..... . 

. Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d aud 24th 'Vards ........ . 

Museum Natural History ............................. . 

Tompkins Square .................................... _ 

[ Wednesday, 

$27 50 

1 00 

$703 21 

188 72 

33 00 

6 25 

18 80 

518 00 

311 00 

28 55 

179 80 

10 88 

$1,778 98 

$1,778 98 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of seventeen hundred and seventy-eight 

dollars and ninety-eight cents. 

NEW YORK, July 24th, 1878. 

S. E. LANE, L Auditing 
SAM. CONOVER, f Committee. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bill, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Devlin, John B., labor and materials .... Sewers, 3d avenue, 

143d and 146th 

Streets ....... . $173 84 

$173 84 

Amonnting to the sum of one hundred and seventy-three dollars and eighty

four cents. 
S. E. LANE, } Au.diting 
SAM!.. COl<OVER, Oommittee. 

NJiW YORI!., October Sd, 1878. 
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The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the queRtion, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes--Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, LanG 
-4. 

Commissioner CONOVER, from the Auditing Committee, pre

sented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bill, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Decker, Nicholas H. d; Geo. W. Quintard, labor 
and materials ......... , . " " ........... , ... Imp. & Const. River. 

side Av ........... $18,170 Oil 

$18,170 09 

Amountibg to the sum of eighteen thousand one hundred and seventy dollars 

and nine cents. 

NFcw YORK, O~tober 2d. 1878. 

SAM'L. CO:'OVER, 

A,tditing Committe •. 

The above mentioned bill having been read and passed on, 

the President moved that the Board do now approve it, and 
that the Secretary be directed to transmit it to the Finance 

Department for payment. 

'1'he PHESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners vVenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Departme/(t~f P"b/ir' Parks in ('ccount with 

1878. 

Sept. 4. 

Sept. 4 to } 
Oct. 2. 

Srnitli l!}. Lane) Treasurer. 

OR 

By balance. . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. .............. 82,260 00 

" cash received from lieenses, sheep, grass, 
&e ..........•..................... 551 \!6 

----- 82,811 25 

Sept. 11. 
Sept. 4 & 20. 

October 2. 

DR. 

To eash paid into City Treasury ..... 
for rnom:mentillg' Fox Estate .. . 

U balance ............ ......... '" ....... . 

;:;399 76 

114 74 

2,296 76 

In Bank of Metropolis ........ , ........... ~2,135 26 

II drawer ...................... . 161 50 

8. E. LANE, 

~2,811 26 

2,296 76 

T"easurer D. I'. P. 

NEW YORK, Wednesday, October 2 .. J 878. 

9:30 A. 'I. 

Woodlawn BrLlgc, bl'OnX Ri\'er. 

Commissioners \VET;\10RE and LA:-;E, the Committee on Bronx 

River Bridges, presented the following report: 

DEP"'RnIE"l' OF PUBLIC PARKS, }' 
36 Union Square (East), 

NEW YORK, 2d October, 1878. 
To the CornmiSRioner., of Public PLu'k,,: 

The undersigned, Committeo on Bridges over the Bronx river, to whom it was 
referred to confer with the SUiJervisors of the County of 'Vestchester relative to 
the bridge ovcr the Bronx I·ivar at Woodlawn, re3pectfully report: 

That on the 14th of September, 1878, they visited the place, and were met 
there by Mr. David Cromwell, t1w Supervisor of the County of 'Vestehester rep-
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resenting the to'wn of Eastchester, in which the bridge is located; the three 
Road Commissionf'rs of .aid town, Mess!·s. 'William L"roy, Andrew George, Jr., 
and RlIbert.J. Hellew, and Mr. F. H. Decker. the Town Clerk of Eastchester, also 
Mr. U. B. Knevals, l'epl'csen ting- the Tl'llste!'s of \Y oodlawn Cemetery, and after it 
full ~onsultation, the following was informally a£(recd upon: . " 

The bridge to be rebuilt of iron at the earliest day. as the exbting one is iii 
an unsafe condition. To be of fifty feet span and twenty-five feet in width, being 
seven feet wider than the exbting- one, and the width to be added on the north
erly side thereof. To be from five to six feet higher than the existing one, as 
shall be determined upou by the engineer. Plans and specifications to be pre
pared by this Department, to be submitted to the Supervisors of the County of 
'vVeskhpster. 

The sHid Supervisors to build the abntnwnt on their side and the Department 
of Public Parks the abutment on their side. 

The roadbed on Westcbester side to be raised and levelled to conform to the 
new grade. The Tl'Ilst.'es of Woodlnwn Cemetery to fill in with earth all thnt 
part now under water between the HU"lem Railroad embankment and the new' 
abutment to be erected on the west side up to the proposerll1~w gl'Ude at their 
own expense. 

The Department of Public Park" and the Supervisors of Westchester County 
jointly to advertise for proposal" for an iron bridge, each party to pay one half 
of the price to the contractor; the work to be done under the direction of this 
Department. . 

After the plans and specifications are prepared, a tripartite agreement to be 
entered into betw('en this D.~pal·tment, the Supervisors of Westchester County 
and the Trustees of Woodlawn Cemet.'ry fot· the prosecution of the WOl·k. 

As the. Trust"es of Woodlawn Cemetery will do fill the filling necessary to 
dispense with the constt'uction of a wooden approach, and to raise the roadbed 
~p to the proposed new grade, this Department will he only at the expense of 
building tbe wes\('rn abutment. for which there i8 material at hand,and'o\le.lialf 
of the expense of the iron bridge. 

The undersigned submit fur adoption the followin,g re~olution: 
"Re.,ol1Jed, That it be ref.'rred to the Topographical Engineer to survey and 

" report upon the size, elevation and location for the bri'ige, and also that it he 
"referred to the Engineer of Construction to report plan; and specifications for 
" the bridge, the ahutments and the approaches. That the Supervisors .of )N est,· 
" chest er County and the Trllstees of \Voodlawn Ce[lIetery be invited to confer .",-H.h· 
" the D"partment as to the location, plans. &c., of the bridge as above ordered. 
" That the Committpu on Bronx river lhitlges be requested to report an agree
" ment with the saill SllperviRol's aud said Tt'ustees for the construction. of the 
.. wOl·k and the divi,;ion of the E'xpense thereof." 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
W. C. WETMORE, 
S. E. LANE. 

Committ.ee on Bronx Rive,. Bridges. 

(Minutes, Sf'pt. 11, 1878, p. 2.50.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted, and 
that the resolution therein submitted be adopted by the Board. 

The PUESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
~ majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Wenman, ",. etlllQre-, Conover, Lane 

-4. 
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Departmental Estimatee. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom it was referred to prepare the De

partmental estimates for the year 1879, presented the following 

report: 
(Minutes, August 7, 1878, p. 183.) 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS. 

DEPAR'rMENTAL ESTIMATES FOR 1879. 

Salaries --Maintenance and Government Parh (tnd Places. 

To pay entirely the salaries of the President, clerks, 
engineers, architects, and all other employees of 
the Department, excepting mechanics, gardeners, 
laborers and their foremen employed in the work 
of maintaining the parks and places, also except
ing the Topographical Engin'ler and his assistants 
in charge ofsnrveying, monumenting, &c., Twenty
third and Twenty-fourth Wards, and also except
ing the Superintendent and Engineer in charge of 
public places, roads, avenues and bridges, Twenty-
third and Twenty-fonrth Wards .... '" ........ . 

(Sees. 83 and 112, Ollap. 335, Laws 1873.) 

Police. 

Salaries of captain, surgeon, sergeants, patrolmen, 
gate-keepers, and police tailors .... , .... 

(8ee. 6, Chap. 290, Laws 1871.) 

This includes all the expenses connected with the 
police department for protecting the Central Park 
and the other parks and squares of the city. The 
necessitv for an increase in the allowance for the 
previous year is caused. by the parks and places 
being patro Iled at night by the regular park keepers 
instead of by watchmen (is heretofore. 

l11aintenance Parks and Places. 

For all supplies and for wages of foremen, gardeners, 
mechanics and laborers employed on works of 
maintenance, excepting those employed in the 
zoological department, and including the mainte
nance of the meteorological observatory. . .... ,. 

(Sec. 2, Chap. 595, Laws 1869.) 
(Sec. 8il, Chap, 33;5, Laws 1873.) 

$35,000 

110,000 

230,000 
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Note.-This amount is asked for the following 
reasons. viz. : 

1st. For cost of gas, gravel, horse feed, rent, fuel 
for buildings and materials will amount to $50,000 

2d. The balance $.180,000 is to maintain besides 
the Central Park, thirt.y (30) other parks, squares 
and places, most of which require at the present 
time repairs and improvements. 

The architectural structures in the Central Park 
are very much in need of repairs, and many are 
badly in want of painting. 

The expenditure of mon ey for these necessary 
items will be an economical measure in view of the 
expense of rebuilding in the future should they be 
now allowed to decav. 

3d. The main wo;k of the Central Park and City 
parks consists of . 

Repairs to roads, bridle roads and walkli. 
Drainage, irrigation. 
Skating ponds and ice. 
Plantations and turf. 
Transverse roads. 
Planting trees and shrnbs. 

The above works will cost at least $180,000. 

Zoological Department. 
For the keeping, preservation and exhibition of 

the collection in the Zoological Department of the 
Central Park ......... , .• " .................. . 

(Sec. 5, Chap. 26, Laws 1865.) 

Note.-\V e would ruspectfully suggest a separate 
appropriation for the Zoolo.gieal Departm"nt, so 
that hereaftc,r there will be no ner:essity of closing' 
the doors to the public, 1\8 was the eaee in 1876, 
when the maintenance fnnds were exhausted. 

This Department is valuable in an educatiollal 
sense, and is visited by a large nllllniJer of l'Aol'h·. 

The collection is constautly increasing. and a, the 
amount of money asked for to support thi.; Dei'''n~ 
mont will be applied to perfecting the collection 
and keeping the same in good or']er. thel'" will he 
no reason for the establishing of any other collec
tion by private individuals, to which an admission 
fee would be required. 

1Jl'useums. 
For the keeping, preservation and exhibition of the 

collections in the Museum of Natural History 
and the Metropolitan Museum of Art ..... . 

(Sec. 7, Chap. 756, Laws 1878.) 

lJ£usic. 

Music for the Central Park .......• 

$18,000 

$30,000 

$5,000 
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Harlem River Bridges. 

For the repairs, improvement and maintenance of 
existing bridges over Harlem River. 

Third A venue Bridge, 
Central Bridge, 
Farmers' Bridge, 
Kings Bridge ..... :.............. . ..... . 

(Sec. 3, Chap. 534, Laws 1871.) 

Note.-If the Cpntral Bridge is fo be perma
nently repair~d with iron spans, it will cost at least 
$20,000 additional to this amount. 

We ask for this amount. 

$15,000 

J1aintenance of Streets, &c., in Tlcenfy-ihird and T~cenfy-jollrth 
Wards, and Bronx Riz:er BTidges. 

For the maintenance and government of public 
places, roads, a\'enues and bridges in the Tweuty
third and 'l'wenty. fourth Wards, including the sal
aries and wages of all persons employed in the 
work. 

For, !'epairing, rebuilding and maintaining the 
bridges over the Bronx River in the Twenty-
third and 'fwenty-fourth Wards ........ ,. , .... . 

(Sec. 14, Chap. 329, Laws 1874.) 

Note.-These items comprise lil6 miles of streets 
and roads to be kept in order, and for the repairs 
to the various bridges over Bronx River. 

$40,000 

SUTveying, &c., Twpnfy-fhil'd and Twenly-jollrth Wards, and 
north end of the Island. 

For surveying, layillg ont and monnmenting the 
Twenty-third and Twenty.fourth Wards :md the 
north end of the Island (north of One Hundred 
and Fifty-fifth streeet) including the salaries and 
wages of all persons employed on the work .... , 

(Sec. 14, Chap. 329 and Chap. 604, Laws 1874.) 

Noie.-This work should be progressed as rapid. 
ly as possible to comply with the demands of this 
section, and is very essential to persons owning 
property in order that they may define their prop
erty lines, and the street lines affecting them. 

$25,000 
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To Repair and Reflag the Walks oj City Parks. 
To repair and reflag the walks in and around Tomp

kins Square, the City Hall Park, Reservoir Park, 
Washington Square, 3nd such other of the Public 
Parks or Places as may reqnire to have the 
walks in and around them repaired or reflagged 
and put ill good order, fit for the uses of the pub
lic, and for re-arrangement of roadways in Wash
ington Sq1lal'f', west of main drive. Estimated 
cost. . .. .... . . . .. . ..... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . $129,920 

Note.-This is pursuant to a reeolution passed 
by the Board of Aldermen August 6th, 1878, aud 
approved by the Mayor on the 9th of August, 
1878, reqnil'ing this Department to make a sepa
rate estimat" fur a sum sufficient to rel'ail' and re
flag the walks in and around the City Parks and 
Places. 

Chap. 385, Laws oj 1878, passed June 3, 1878. 
"SEC. 2. The Board of Estimate and Apportion

" ment of the City of New York is hereby author
" ized to illclucle in the tax levy of the said City 
"for the years 187n and 1880, snch an amount, not 
" exceeding the sum of thirty thousand dollars in 
" each year, as shall be certified by resolution of the 
" said Board of Commissioners of the Department of 
"Public Parks, to be necessary for the equipment 
" and furnishing of the building of the Metropolitan 
"Museum of Art, and for the other purposes men
"tioned in the first section of this Act." 

Resolutl:on adopted September 4th, 1878. 
" R('8olved, '!'l!at it be, and hereby is, certified by 

" the Board of Commissioners of the Department 
" of Pn blic Parks to be "necessary to include in the 
" tax levy of the City of New York for the year 1879, 
"the sum of $:30,{ 00, for the equipment and furllish
"ing of the building erected for a Museum of Art 
"on Central Park, as authorized by Ohapter ~90 of 
"the Laws of 1871, and for the other purposes men
" tioned in the first section of Chapter 385 of the 
"Laws of 1878" ..... _ . _ .........•.............. $30,000 00 

RECAPITULATIO~. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places 
Police SaLtries, C<tptain, Surgeon, Sergeants, &c .. 
Supplies, 'Va~es,F('l'em ell, Gardeners,Mechanics,&c 
Zoological Department ....................... . 
Music .......... " .......... " .. _ ...... " .•.... 
Meseums-Amer. Museum, N. H., and Metropol

itan Museum of Art . ......... ••••. .........• 

$35,000 00 
110,000 UO 
230.000 00 

lti,OOO 00 
5,000 00 

30,000 00 
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Surveying, Laying out, &c., Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards ..................... . 

Harltm River bridges... . ................... . 
Maintenance, &c., Public Places, Roads, and Bronx 

River Bridges ............................. . 
Repair and Reflag the Walks in and around the 

Oity Parks, &c ............................ . 
For the EquipmeIit and Furnishing the building 

of the Metropolitan Museum of Art ........... . 

TotaL ..... 

[ Wednesday. 

25,000 00 
15,000 00 

40,000 00 

129,9'.20 00 

30,000 00 

$667,920 00 

DEPARTMEN1' OF PUBLIC PARKS, t 
NEW YORK, October 2d, 1878. f 

Hon. SMITH ELY, Jr., jJ.fa:~or, 
Chairman of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment: 

Sir,-I ha,e tbe honor to transmit herewith the Departmental Estimate of the 
Department of Public Parks for the veal' 18'79. 

In connection therewith, I beg lea"ve to submit a general statement in regard to 
the condition and reqnirements of the works with which this Department is speci. 
fically charged. 

It is not unlmown to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment that the present 
administration of this Department has been conducted in the interest of severe 
economy in expenditure, in accordance not only with the beilt judgment cf the 
Commission, but made neceseary as well by the limited amount placed at their 
disposal. 

In furtherance of this economical manageolcnt, it ha~ been found necessary to 
reduce the administrative force of the Department to the minimum limit of effici
ency, by the discharge of a large number of employes, resulting in a vet·y great 
reduction in expenditures for salaries, the~e expenditures being still further di· 
minished by a reduction in the amounts paid to tho,e employes that were reo 
tained. 

It must, however, be borne ill mind that the sUjJervision and responsibilities of 
this Department embrace a wide area of territory, und a ycry large amc,unt of 
public property. 

The embellishment of the metropolis by the improvement and adornment of its 
public parks, has been accom plished in accordance with a unanimous public senti. 
ment, and liaS been a wise measure of public policy. both as regards the health of 
the popUlation as well as their rational enjoyment; while it ha& seemed to render 
the city an object of attraction and resort for the people of the entire country, of 
which it is the commercial and financial centre. 

These improvements haye )lot been achieved without the expenditure of enor
mous sums of money; whether this cXl'cnditnre has been at all times judicious or 
economical, it is not at this moment necessary to discuss; but one of the results 
has been the erection of a large number of artificial constructions, which being of 
perishable materials and in some instances of impedect design, are liable to and 
have undergone a considerable alllount of dilapidation, necessitating renewal and 
repairs. 

To allow these structures to fall into decay would be to surround ourselves with 
ruins, and to give to the entire city an air of decadence inconsistent with its 
general prosperity and private wealth. 

Hence, it is absolutely essential that a sufficient sum should be appropriated for 
the maintenance of the works as constructed, or their entire removal. 

Several of the bridges have been materially injured by the percolation of water, 
which, from being frozen in the winter season, has caused the displacement of 
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the masonry to such an extent as to render their immediate repair an abEOlute 
necessity. 

The architectural structure, known as The Terrace, the most costly one in the 
park, has become so much dilapidated that much of the stone work wiiI have to be 
replaced, anll other portions of it reset. 

The present condition of these strnctures, as well as of the roads aud walks in 
nearly all the public parks, is the result of circumstances preceding the present 
administration of this Department. and 80 far has the dilapidation and destruction 
progressed, for want of pr(}per maintenance, that the matter of walks and roads 
has, in many instances, become a question of construction aud uot of maintenance, 
as a complete reconstruction is now a matter of necc·ssity. 

More especially is this the case with a large portion of the walks in the public 
ground surrounding the City Hall, Reservoir and Washington Squares, find East 
River Park; the maintenance oflhe drives in Central Park is a matter of the >"ery 
first necessity, that <'annot possibly be R\'oided. Two millions of vehicles pass 
over t.hese roads annually, and toget.her with the bridle paths, require a constant 
supply of gravel to keep them in a proper condition. 

:Much has been accomplished during the past year to remedy serious, and in 
some cases dangerous defects in the plan and construction of Central Park; the 
two most prominent evils that had to be met by the present administration were 
the malar;ous atmosphere engendered loy the mal-arrangempnt of the several arti
ficial bodies of wat"l' within the park, and tl10 injudicio\ls laying out of some ofthe 
drives. 

The une produeing a widc-3IJl·c'H.l malarious influence, resulting in much sickness; 
thp other productive of numerous ano sometimes fatal accidents. 

Both of these defects have been happily and entirely removed 1y a proper ar
rangement of the water-flow, and by nn artistic and skiiful re-arrange.ment of roads 
and planting, by which blino C'U!'ves have been avoided at the places where acci
dents were the most frequent. 

Many oiher minor defects have been remedied, while many yet remain for 
want of adequate means to remove them. 

While the appropriations asked for are confined entirely to the purpose of main
tenance, it is proper that the fact should not be overlooked, that. notwithstanding 
the expenditure under previous administrations of this Department of over $10,-
000,000 in works of construction, a very large area of the park remains in an 
utterly crude and unfinished condition. which gives to certain portions of the 
grounds, notwithstanding tbe utmost care beslowed upon their maint.enance, an 
air of ruin and desolation. 

In the present eondit.ion of a/fairs, it. 1d Hut deellled proper to suggest any ex
penditures for pnrposes of (;(Jnstl'uetion in connection with these uncompleted 
portions of the Park. 

Allother subject of importane" t.o the propel' administration of this Department, 
is that of the police force. The large increase of crime and violence in the neigh
borhood of the Park, especi,dly in "nd near the dark and snnken transverse roads 
Reelns to demand an immediate inc-rease of the police force for t.he pr()tecti'>il of 
the puhlic. Idlene,s, which is the parent of vice and crime, is unfortunately at 
the present time. the eonditioll (jf a very lal'ge class of the community. and it is not 
a matter of surprise thnt the large free domain in and around the Central IJark 
.honJd be the resort of evil disp'lsed persons. 

The peaeeful enjoyment of the natural beanties of the Park, as well as the 
seclll'ity of life wit.hin its limits. is of the first necessity, but with the present in
sufficient number of patrolmen, this CHnnot be assured. 

Public attention has become seriously aroused on this subject, and the Depart
ment. feels lilat. it cannot exprc28 il"plf too strongly in the matter. 

Tn this eonnectioll it is proper to refer to the subject of lighting the Central. 
Park. There is no douht that ths utt."l' clad",,,,s in which the Park is shroudpd at 
night is a very great temptation to crime, while it is at ,the same time a shield 
agaiust its detection. Experiments arc proposed for the purpose of determining' 
the effect within the Park, and capacity fal' illumination, of the electric light, which 
has been l'C(Wnt.ly brought to a high degree of perfection. If this light proves to 
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be as adequate and as economical as is now claimed for it, the entire Park can be 
lighted for a comparatively small mm, and it is recommended that a sufficient 
amount be appropriated for conducting these experiments. 

A separate estimate for the amnunt required to repair the walk~ in and arouud 
the Central and otller P>1J'ks and public plac08, is r,cl'cwith submitte(l, in accordance 
with a resolution of the Board of Aldermen, al'pro\'('d by the J\lnyor. 

The maintenance of the bridge oyer the ITarl(,Tll river at :l1aeComb's Dam, in a 
proper state of repair, has been for year8, and is >till, a constant source of (·xpense. 

The inferior character of this i'Lrueturc, and t he very lwrishablo nature of the 
material of which it is cornposed. ren,iers it almost irnpos,iblc, even with a larger 
expenditure of money, to keep it in such a state of repair as insurt·s its perfect 
safety. 

\Vithin a very short period it will become a matter of necessity to replace 
this briuge with a more sllb,talltial ono, 01' bv a tunnel under the bed of the 
river, which l"st will hayp the addi:ional achantag-8 of lacilit"tin,$(' the nad~'ation 
of the river, a 411estion of no little mon'cnt when it is cOllsicleJ'{'d t.hnt the g'eneral 
government in pursuance of a wi:;e liberality is taking measures for the perman· 
ent improvement of lhi8 navigation. 

It is !'8rnestly hoped that the Il()art~ of Estimate and Allpnrtionmcnt will 
recog'nize the irnportan('e of Ihe ;uhje!'!,o, "hi('11 haye tllll" been I riefly brought 
to its notice in eonnection wili! the acimnistratioYl of this Del'8rtrnent, and will 
deem it proper to make the full amount of apl,ropriations a,ked, as they have 
been already reduced to the lllinilllum demanded by the necessities of the Depart
ment. 

Respectfully submitted . 
• lAS. F. \yEtDlAN, 

P",,,ideJit Department of H,b[ic Pm·h. 

Oommissioner WETMORE then offered the following resolu

tion: 

Res()lved, That the Departmen tal Estimates for 1879, and 
also the letter to his Honor the Mayor, as submitted by the 
President, be, and they are hereby, approved and adopted by 
the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affinna

tive, a majority of all the mern bers of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, ,,! etmore, Conover, Lane-

4. 

William Cauldwell. 

The PRESIDENT, to wbom the complaintof Mr. 'William Cauld

well concerning the taking of material from his property was 

referred, verbally :reported that on the Snperintfmdent of the 

Twenty-third and Tw~nty-fourth Warcls explaining the matter 

to Mr. Cauldwell, that gentleman was satisfied and withdrew 



Oclobtr 2, 1878.] 289 

his complaint. He then presented a communication from 1\1r> 
Cauldwell to the above effect, and moved that it he filed. 

(Minutes, September 11, 1878, p. 250.) 

A.dopted. 

Offices. 

The PRESIDENT presented a lease in duplicate from the New 
York Mutual Gas Light Company to the Department, of the 

offices now occupied by the Department at 36 Union Square, 
and offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the lease of the three upper :floors of No. 36 
Union Square, made by the New York Mutual Gas Light Com
pany to the l\Iayor, Aldermen and Oommonalty, by this De
partment, for eight months, from May IHt, 1878, at the rent of 
$2,500 per annum, be, and hereby is, approved, and that the 
President of the Department be, and hereby is, authorized to 
execute the same, in duplicate, for and on behalf of this De
partment. 

(Minutes, February 27, 1878, p. 630.) 

The PRESIDE:ST put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Carpenters, kc. 

Th9 PRESIDENT verbally reported that since the last meeting 
of the Board, he had appointed three carpenters, who were re
quired for the repair of Oentral Bridge, and one laborer; and 
he moved that his action be approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, W Eltmore1 Conover, Lan, 

-4. 
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Itiverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the penalties for the non-completion of the work 
of imp,:oving and constrncting Riverside Aveune, on or before 
the 31st October, 1877, the time stipulated in the contract, be, 
and hereby are, remitted up to the 1st day of October, 
1878. . 

(Minutes, Sept. 4, 1878, p. 240.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to saiel resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

George McArdle. Philanzo Edick. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That George McArdle and Philanzo Edick be, and 
are hereby, appointed inspectors upon the work of constructing 
sewers in Thircl Avenue, One Hundred and Thirty-fourth Street 
and Oue Huudl'ec1 and Thirty fifth Street, with branches in 
Lincoln, Alexander and Willis Avenues. 

(~Iinutes, Sept. 11, 1878, p. 246.) 

The PRESIDE:S-'f pnt the qnestion, whether the Board would 
agree to Sl1id resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Tjane 
-4. 

Mowers. 

'fhe PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That all the mowers employed on the Parks be 
discharged from and afier Saturday, October 5, 1878. 

(M.mlltlls, May 15, 1878, p. 39.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye.s-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lana 
--4. 

Petp.r J. Masterson. 

Commissioner OONOVER offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That Peter J. Masterson be, and he hereby is, ap
pointed an assistant foreman on the Oity parks, south of 
Fifty-ninth street, and that his pay be fixed at $3 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-~Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Bernard Carolin. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Bernard Oarolin be, and he hereby is, ap

pointed a foreman of ma'3ons and bricklayers on Tompkins 
Square, and that his pay be fixed at $3 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, 11l1cl it was determined in the affinna

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, 'Vetmore, Conover. Lalle~ 

4. 

Patrick Horan. 

Commissionet' LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Patrick Horan, laborer, be, and he is hereby, 

restored to work. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
ther~of, as follows: 

Aye8-L~ommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane-
4. 

Lamp at Farmers' Gate, Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
. Resolved, That one gas-lamp be lighted at the Farmers' 
Gate, Central Park, situate at Sixth Avenue and One Hundred 
and Tenth Street. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to sa.id resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a
ti\'e, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

Jerome A venue. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Jerome Avenue be watered each day during 

the coming race meeting at Jerome Park, from Central Bridge 
to the entrance to said park, and that eight double teams be 
employed for that purpose. 

(Minutes, May 22, 1878, p. 43.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affir
mative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes- Commis!;:ioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

By-Laws. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution, and 
moved that it be referred to the Special Committee on the 
re-organization of the Department, to report upon at the next 

meeting of the Board, namely: 
Resolved, That Section 2, Article I of the By-Laws, be 
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amended :md altered so that the first sentence thereof shall 
read as follows: 

" Stated meetings shall be held the first Wednesday of each 
month." 

(Minutes, Sept. 11, 1878, p. 256.) 

The PRESIDE~T put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion to refer said resolution, and it was de
termined in the aflirmative, a majority of all the members of 
the Board voting in favor thereof, as followli : 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 
No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

J ohn O'Neil. 

Mr. John O'Neil, an applicant for appointment on the police 
force, having appeared before the Board, and the Police Sur
geon having reported favorably upon his examination, 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That John O'Neil be, and he hereby is, appointed 

a gate-keeper upon the po~ice force of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, VI etmore, Conover, Lane' 
-4. 

W m. N. Brown. Michael Hackett. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: . 
Resolved, That William N. Brown, gate-keeper, be, and he 

hereby is, promoted and appoihted a patrolman on the police 
force; and that Michael Hackett, who has been reported upon 
favorably by the Police Surgeon, be appointed agate-keeper on 
the police force, his appointment to take effect when he appears 
before the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm-
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ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

..Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board adjourned at 12:15 
o'clock P. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 9th inst., at 9:30 
o'clock A.1\[. 

W1\[. IRWIN, 

Secrf'tarv D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA Y, OCTOBER 9th, 18'78. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A.lIt:. 

Present~Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" CONOVER. 

LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 21 in st. were 

read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Riverside A. venue. 

From the Comptroller of the City of New York, as follows: 

CITY OF NEW YORK-FlliAXCE DEPARTMENT, t 
COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, f 

October IS, 1878. 
HOD. JAMES F. \VENlIIAN, 

1're,t. Dept. of Public Parks : 
Sir,-Herewit h I transmit fur your information copies of a commnnication 'from 

Mr. Leopultl Eidlitz, archi,ect, and accumpanying memorandum. showing }he 
difference3"between the provisiuns of the contract for the completion of the River

. side Drive ancl the manuer in which the work is actually done. 
V cry respect fuJI y, 

JOHN KELLY, 
Oomptrolle1·. 

Office of LEOPOLD EIDLITZ, A.rchitect, ~ 
128 Broadway. f 

NEW YORK, October 4, 1878. 
Hon. JOHN KELLY, 

Comptroller of the Oity of New York. 
Dear Bir,-Permit me to call YOtW at.tention to the enclosed memorandum, 

showing the differences between the provisionso( tile contract, for the !lompietion 
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.1 the Riverside drive, lind the manner in which the work is actuaIly done. 
There are other deviations from the contract which I have not here specified. 

I deem it proper to submit this to your consideration, in order to enable you 
to enforce compliance with the terms of the contract, before the work is finally 
accepted of, as these defects in th e performance of the contract become a valid 
defence against the assessmcnt. 

Most respectfully, 
(Signed) LEOPOLD EIDLITZ. 

BO);DING RETAINING W.UL. 

P~ge 7, Parag. A.-The stones in the 
wall are to contain generally from six 
to twenty cubic feet each, so disposed 
8B to make firm and compact work. No 
5tone in the wall to contain less than 
two cubic feet, except those permitted 
to be used for filling the interstices be· 
tween the larger pieces in the heart 
and back of the wall. At least one
:fifth of the face shall be compoeed of 
headers, extending through, or not less 
than four feet into the wall, and headers 
~hall also be laid f['Om the back of the 
wall alternately with ~hose in the face 
and with the same dimensions. 

This has not been done in II large 
portion of the work done since com
mencement in the spring of 1878. 

PARAPET WALL. 

Page 7, Parag. C.-The parapet wall 
will consi,t of stone with 1'0 ck faces. 
both front and back. It may be either 
one or two courses in its height. If of 
one course the stone must be of the full 
dimension of the parapet, in each di
rection, no centre vertical joint being 
allowed. If of two courses in hei:;ht 
one of the courses must be of the full 
~'idth of the wali, and the other may 
have a centre vertical joint, this joint 
not to exceed one inch in thickness, 
neither of the courses to be less th an 7 
illches in height. 

The parapet wall should be built 
either in one stone, or· in two courses 
of stone. 

Y Whereof OM" to go ,""'gh 
the wall, and the other course 

is to be set back to back, not more than 
one inch apart. Instead of this, it is 
built in two courses, neither of which 

goes through the wall, '1II 
and these stones are so ~ 
thin, that a space of .~ 
six inches or more is left . 
between them, filled " 
with chips as per dia. . 
gram. 

ROAD BED. 

Pag~ 17, Sec. A.-The road bed shall 
then wherever directed, be rolled with 

: . rollers weighing not less than two tons, 
. ~ufficiently to compact the material to 
tpe satisfaction of the Engineer. 

The road bed has not been rolled at 
all . 



October 9, 1878.J 297 

Sec. B.-The stone for foundation is 
to be sound and dnrable quarry stone 
from s<W'ln to ten inches in depth, not 
to exceed 15 inches in length, and gen
erally from ~ to 8 inches in width. 

These stones are to be deposited 
upon the roadway, and evenly ad
justed so as to form a pavement, in 
which the stones are well and com
pactly brought together to the satis
faction of the Engineer. 

FOUNDATION 

Page 17, Sec. C.-Upon the top of 
these stones are to be spread finer rub
ble and quarry chips, sufficient to fill 
and smooth over the interstices of the 
surface; but care must be taken not to 
fill up the cavities of the lower portion 
of the rubble bottom which must have 
a cellular character to facilitate drain· 
age. 

With this material is to be intermix
ed a qnantity Of grflvelly earth or hflrd 
pan, to the extent that shall be di
rected, and the whole being moistened 
by sprinkling, is to be rolled with roll
ers of a weight that shall be directed, 
The rolling shall be thorough and con
tinued so as to close all interstices of 
the surface of the rubble foundat.ion. 

Instead of a pavement evenly 1\<1-
justed, and compactely brought toge
ther as per diagram 

the stones are dropped flatways upon. 
the road bed as they happen 

to be spread'loosely after being dumped 
from the cart. 

SURFAOINa, 

This is not done 8t all, nor II •• fJD.] 
rolling been done. 

GRAVEL_ 

Page 17, Sec. F.-Upon the snrface 
thus prepared is to be spread the first 
layer of gravel. This shall be sufficient 
to make a depth of·2 inches, when roIl
ed. It shall be well moistened anc! 
rolled. 

There shall then be applied a second 
layer of gravel, also sufficient to make 
a depth of 2 inches when rolled. This 
layer shall also be well moistened and 
rolled. 

The gravel for the two layers above 
described, shall be clean and free from 
loam and dirt. The particles of which 
it is composed, shall be of sound, hard 

A quantity of b.'~n~ .and ?f a depth 
of from four to "IX lIlehes 18 dumped 
upon the stone at. this time, 
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and durable stone, and it must, in all 
respects. be approved by the Engineer 
before beinl\' used. 

The rolling of both layers shall be 
done with rOllers of a w~ight to be ap
proved, and to the extent that shall be 
directed. 

Pape 18, Sec. D.-All the gravel 
used for the drive shall be composed of 
stones, genernJly mpasul'ing from one 
to one and one half inches in diame' er, 
with only sneh admixture of fine part
icles, as shall be approved. 

There Are no stones of this descrip
tion. and the admixture o' fine particles 
is the bank s"nd abovp mentioned. con
tainin2; a few lar2;e pebbles accidentally 
forming part of the sand. 

No rolling has been done. 

GUTTERS. 

Pa.qel9, Sec. 51.-Wbereso required. 
guttt'rs~hall be laid of quarry stone of 
gneiss trifp or granite. 

These stoues are to be from eight to 
tweh-e indll's dept', from three to five 
inches wide, and not less than eight 
inches long. They are to be ronghly 
shaped, sufficiently to fit compHctly 
together. They are to be bedded upon 
a well rammed layer of gravel, sand, 
fine quarry chips or coal ashes, not less 
than one foot in depth. 

They are to be laid by hand. truh 
and evenly. and rammed to a firmhed, 
so that their surface shall conform to 
the lines and curv~s d iI·ected. All in
terstices are to he filled with fine stone 
chips, sand or gravd. 

These stones are not shaped at nIl, 
they are put in roughly as they happen 
to l'ome out of the quarry, they nre not 
well laid together, and ",ill not as a 
whole perform the functions of a gutter. 

Material has been removed from the 
Park grounds. 

Referred to the Superintending Engineer of Riverside 

A venue Construction, br his report. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art .. 
American Museum of Natural History. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, forwarding a eopy of the following resolution, which 
had been adopted by that Board on the 3d October, 1878, viz. : 

Resolved, That the sum of fiye thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, 

transferred from the appropriation made to the Department of Pnblic Works for 
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the year 1878, entitled" Lamps and Gas," which is in excess of the amount reo 
quired for the purposes and objects thereof, to the appropriation made to the 
Department of Public Parks for the year 1878, entitled" Maintenance and Gov· 
ernment of Parks and Places-For the keeping, preservation, and exhibition of the 
collection in the American Museum of Natural History, and the Metropolitan 
Mnseum of Art," which is insufficient. 

Filed. 
Bridge over Harlem River. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor

tionment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution, which 

had been adopted by that Board on the 23d September, 1878, 

VIZ. : 

Resolved, That the Comptroller be, and he is hereby, authorized to issue, from 
time to time, as may be required, and at such rate of interest as he may detel~ 
mine, not exceeding seven ).leI' cent. per annum, "Stock of the City of New Yol'l,," 
to the amount of ninety thol1'and dolla,'s, for the purpose of providing for the 
expense of constructing a b"idgc and the approaches over t he Harlem River, as 
amh;,rized by Chapter 534, Laws of 1871, and Section Hi, Chapter 329, Laws of 
1874, ant! in full of requisition of the Department of Public Parks of February 
20, 1875, and in compliance with request of said Department of September 18, 
1878. 

Filed. 
(Minntes, September 18, 1878, p. 270.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be, and he heTeby is, directed to 
publish advertisements for proposals for building a bridge over 
Harlem River, from the junction of One Hunch-ed and Thirty
ninth street, with tbe bulkhead on the west side of the river, to 
the junction of One Hundred and Thirty-eighth street, with the 
bnlkhead on the east side of the river; the centre line of said 
bridge to be on the line extending from the junction of the 
centre lines of One Hundred and Thirty-ninth street and 
Mudi»on Avenue, on the west side, to the junction of the 
centre line of One Hundred and Thirty-eighth street, with the 
bulkhead line on the east side. 

The bridge to have two fixed spans of 107 feet 6 inches each, 
and a draw of 200 feet in length. 'Vidth of roadway to be 22 
feet between the guards, and the sidewalks to be 5 feet in the 
clear each. 

The bridge to be built of iron, of the quality and kind best 
suited for the purpose, and to be proportioned to carry, in 
addition to its own weight, 80 Ib8. per square foot of moving 
load. with a factor of safety, referred to ultimate strength, of five. 

Tbe draw to be worked by a double cylinder engine of 
fifteen horse power, with link motion, and with locomotive 
boiler of same power, anel the construction to be such that it 
will be capable of being opened to its fullest extent in one 
minute, without jar or injury to the machinery or bridge. 
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The piers and abutments to be constructed in accordance 
with plans to be approved by the Department. 

The height of the top floor of the draw to be 15 feet above 
mean high tide, and the floor of the fixed spans to slope from 
the above height at the draw, to 11 feet above mean high tide, 
at the abutments. 

The amount of security required to be $20,000. 
The time required for the completion of the work to be eight 

calendar months, to commence from the date of the contract, 
under a penalty of $20 for each day in excess of the period 
above named. 

Parties making proposals to furnish their specifications and 
plans, and to bid a gross sum for the whole work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Boston Road. Westchester Avenue. 

From the Topographical Engineer, submitting three similar 

maps prepared for filing of Boston Road and Westchester 

Avenue, extending from Third Avenue, in the Twenty-third 

·Ward to the Bronx River in vVest Farms. 

(Minutes, February 27, 1878, p. 624.) 

Commissioner WETMORE then offered the following resolu

tion: 

"Re8olved, That James F. Wenman, the President of, and 
" who is also one of the member" of the Board of Commis
" sioners of the Department of Public Parks, be, and he is 
" hereby, designated and directed to certify and file, as pro
" vided by law, the three similar maps or plans entitled" Plan 
"and Profiles showing Boston Road from Third Avenue, 
" to Westchester Avenue and 'Vestchester Avenue (in West 
"Farms), from Boston Road to the Bronx RiYer, in the 
" Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards of the City of 
"New York, as laid out, established, and classified by 
"the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks, 
"in pursuance of the provisions of Chapter 604 of the 
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" Laws of 1874, and Chapter 436 of the Laws of 1876," dated 
" New York, October 8th, 1878," and signed, "Julius Munck
"witz, Superintending Architect, Department of Pnblic 
" Parks," and "E. B. Van Winkle. Topographical Engineer, 
" Department of Public Parks." 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Woodlawn Bridge, Bronx River. 
From the Topographical Engineer, reporting upon the eleva

tion and location of the proposed new bridge over the Bronx 
River, and recommending as follows, viz. : 

That the span of the bridge be 50 feet; roadway 20 feet 

wide; sidewalks 5 feet wide. 
That, if the bridge be constructed of masonry, the above 

widths be increased. 
That the elevation of the top of the floor of the bridge is 

fixed by the map of Grand Avenue, filed in 1877. 

That the location be 80iJo feet· above mean high tide, and 
that the centre of the bridge coincide with the centre of the 

stream. 
(MinuteR, October 2, 1878, p. 28[1.) 

Reft;rred to Commissioners vVetmore and Lane, the special 

committee on Bronx HiveI' bridges. 

Jerome Avenue. 

From Mr. Leonard Jel'Ome, calling the attention of the De· 

partment to the condition of the trees on Jerome Avenue. 

Referred to the Superintending Gardener for his report 

Entrance and Roadway in Central Park. 

From Mr. A. C. Allen and others, requesting that an en

trance be constructed to Central Park, at the northeast corner 
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thereof, arid that a carriageway be constructed from said en

trance along the east side of the park to One Hundred and 

Second Street. 
(Minutes, March 29, 1876, p. 707.) 

Referred to the Superintending Architect for his report. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following nport : 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Berrian, H. M:, agt., oats ............. Maint., etc., 23d &: 

24th Wards .... 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber. .. . ........ Tompkins Square, 

Colwell Lead Co., lead pipe .... , ....... Tompkins Square, 

Frith &: Tileston, steel. . . .. . . . .. . .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ..... . 

Handibode, P., coal. .................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... 

Maint., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

$27 10 

IS 00 

Maint. .•• ,..... 0 90 

Tompkins Square, 3 00 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... $86 83 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards.... 17 09 

Jones, Charles and Thos., P. McQuade, 

labor and matls ................. Brook Avenue 

Sewer .••. 

Independent Calcium Light Co, Calcium 

light. . . ... . .. . .................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ... " ... ~faint., &c., 23d &: 

24th Wards •.. 

$17 60 

74 71 

35 78 

IS 62 

86 00 

103 92 

11.740 015 

70 00 

23'20 
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McNab & Harlin, manufacturing com-

pany, plumbing matls ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, grate and boxes. Maint. and Govt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Mount's, H. R., Son, brushes & brooms .. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

$25 59 

M ........... ' 1 16 

~organ J., Pierpont, Treasurer, expenses 

Museum Natural History ........ ' . Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... 

O'Donnell, John, milk .................. Maint. and Govt. 

P. & P ........ 

Reeves, Robert C., seeds ............. Museum Natural 

History ....... . 

Schwarzwaelder, William, wire screens .. Museum Natural 

History .•.... 

Shady, Jas. H., fish ......... " ....... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P •..... 

Seaman, John A., paints, & spikes ...... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P .••.. 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M .••.•.•....•• 

City Parks Impt. 

$6 oa 

25 65 

Fund.......... 6 50 

Seaman, John A., can and cups ...... , .. Tompkins Square, 

Smith, Michael, gas fitting ............ Mnsenm of Art ... 

Sloane, W. & J., carpet .............. Maint. and Govrn't 

P. and P ..•.... 

Taylor, A. J., newspapers ............. Maint. and Govmt 

P. &P ....... . 
Van Winkle, E. B., petty expenses .... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d & 

24th Wards .... 

Van Winkle, E. B., petty expenses ..... Monumenting Fox 

Estate ...•••.• 

2 00 

$12 92 

26 75 

2,731 75 

11 62 

29 40 

117 90 

10 44 

88 18 

20 05 

186 48 

26 07 

12 64 

26 99 

35 61 
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Walton Bro~., waste and shovels ........ Maint. and Govt. 

P.and P ...... 

Young, Chas. C , bread ..... " .• , ••.... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. &P ....... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ....... $3,126 25 

Maintenance, &e., 23d and 24h Wards. . . ...... . .... ... 45 80 

Harlem river bridges, repairs, improvement and main ten· 

anee ........................................... .. 

Surveying. Laying.ont, etc .. 2Bd and 24th Wards ........ . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ....................... . 

Museum of Art .................••.......... , .. " ... . 

Mu"eum of Natural HiHtory .......................... . 

Tompkins Squar~. Chap. 411, Laws 1878 ............... . 

44 80 

26 99 

6 50 

186 48 

117 90 

133 54 

Brook Avenue Sewer ................................. 11,740 06 

Monumenting Fox Estate... .. . . ... . . .. . . ... . . ... . . .. . . . 35 61 

$21 20 

4'7 04 

$15,468 98 

$15,463 93 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fifteen thousand four hundred and 

sixty.three dollars and ninety.three cents. 

NEW YORK, October 8, 1878. 

S. E. LA:;"E, I Auditing 
SAML. C0)10VER, f Committee. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 

separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finan:)e Department for payment. 

The PHESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8~Com~issioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
!"'":-4. 
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Special Patrolmen. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That all the special patrolmen on the police force 
be discharged from and after Saturday the 12th October, 
1878. 

(Minutes, April 17, 1878, p. 740.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board ,vonld 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Michael C. Meaney. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That patrolman Michael C. ,Meaney be detailed to 
act as sergeant until further order, without any increase of 
pay. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, "\Vetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Riverside Avenue. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following preambles and re

solutions: 

Whereas, The irregularities and defects in the execution of 
the work under the Rivei'side contmct have long been known 
to the Commissioners and to other persons, and are now forced 
upon the attention of the Board by the lAtter of th') Comp
troller enclosing the letter and specifications of MI'. Eidlitz ; 

And whereas the questions presenteo. affect seriously the 
integrity of officers of the Department, as well as the public 
interests; 

Resolved, That for the purpose of a thorough investigation 
an examination be had by the full Board, and that the Comp-
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troller, 1\11'. Eidlitz, and the Engineers of the Department, the 
Contractors and their Engineers, and all other persons in
terested, be invited to be present. 

Resolved, 'rhat a special meeting of the Board for this pur
pose be held the 11th October instant, at 9.00 o'clock A. M. 

(~Iinute3, Oct. 9, 1878, p. 295.) 

The Pm:sIDENl' movell that said preambles and resolutions 

be laid on the table. :a\ 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board wouitf 

agree to said motion to lay said preamhles and resolutions on 

the table, and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority 

of all the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as fol

lows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Lune-I. 

Tompkins Square. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Reso7ved, That the Superintending Architect be requested to 
report the present condition of the work on Tompkins Square; 
how much money has been expended; and what he recom
mends as the best plan of proceeding so as to complete the 
whole work including the paths and sidewalks within the pre
sent appropriation of $50,000. 

(Minutes, Sept. 11, 1878, p. 257.) 

The PRESIDEN'l' moved that said resolution be laid on the 

table. 

The PHESIDENl' put the question, whether the Board 

would agree to said motion to lay Raid resolution on the table, 

and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the 

members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, ,Yetmore, Conover-it 
No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Maintenance of the Parks. 

Commiss;oner LANE offered the following preambles and 
resolution: 

WheJea8, The statement from the book-keeper shows the 



October 9, 1878.J 307 

amount at this date to the credit of maintenance account after 
deducting the pay roll due October 5th, is $4,578.89, from 
which is yet to be deducted bills outstanding, showing that the 
maintenance fund is nearly exhausted. 

And whereas no funds are remaining for the feed of the 
animals, the care of the property and the maintenance of the 
parks from now until the end of the current year; 

Resolved, That the President be requested to report to the 
Board immediately, for what reasons the whole fund has been 
expended, and what plan he proposes for continuing the main
tenance and work, or for saving the Board from the conse
quences of exceeding the appropriations. 

(Minutes August 24, 1878, p. 210.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said preambles and resolution be 

laid on the table. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion to .lay said preambles and resolution on 

the table, and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority of 

all the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as fol

lows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Lane-l. 

Michael Hackett. 

Michael Hackett, who was appointed a gate-keeper at the 

last meeting to take effect when he appeared before the Board, 

was admitted and instructed in the manner of discharging his 
duties. 

(Minutes, Oct. 2, 1878, p. 293.) 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 11.30 

o'clock A. M. to meet on Wednesday, the 16th inst., at 9.30 
0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16th, 1878. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 

" 
" 

CONOVEa. 

LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 9th iust. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Lighting Central Park. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council forwarding a copy 
of the following preamble and resolution, which had been ap
proved by his Honor the Mayor on the 14th October, 1878, 
VIZ. : 

Whereas, A due regard for the comfort and safety of those who visit Central 
Park in the night time, whether in vehicles or as ped~strians, and a proper respect 
for public decency, would seem to require that that great thoroughfare should be 
well lighted during the time of the night when it is accessible to the public; be it 
therefore 

Resoi1Jed, That the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks be, and 
they are hereby, respectfully requested, and so far as this Common Council have 
the power, directed to cause the public drives and walks within the limits of the 
Central Park to be well and thoroughly lighted with gas during the hours in the 
evening when it is accessible to the public. 

Filed. 
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Ames' Steel Shovels. 

From the Comptroller of the City as follows: 

October 9th, 1878. 
Hon. JAS. F. WEN1UN, 

CITY OF NBW YORK-FINANCE DEPARTMENT, } 
COllPTROLLER'S O~'FICE, 

President Department oj Park&: 
SIR,-A voucher in favor of Walton Bros. for Ames' shovels, &:c., amounting 

to $179.80 has been received from your Department. The shovels are charged 
at '14 per dozen. The following are the quotations in this Department for Ames' 
Polished Steel Shovels, No.2. 
H. A. Rogers &: Co., 19 John street ..•.....• '. •. . . . .. •....•. $12 00 per dOll. 
L. G. Tillotson &: Co., 8 Dey street......... ...... .... . . .. •.. 11 00 " 
Bogardus &: Pierce, 177 West street......................... 10 80 " 

Filed. 

Respectfully. 
JOHN KELLY, 

Oomplroller. 

. October 10, 1878. 
Hon. JAB. F. WEN)(AN, 

CITY OF NEW YORK-FINANCE DBPARTMENT, } 
CO)(PTROLLBR'S OFFICB, 

President Department of Park8: 
SIR,-Referring to my letter of yesterday, relative to the price of shovels 

charged in the bill of Walton Bros., I have to inform you that a deduction of $2 
per dozen has been agreed to by Mr. Walton, and the voucher will be paid at the 
reduced amount of $11)/1.80. 

Respectfully, 

Filed. 

JOHN KELLY, 
Comptroller. 

Maintenance, &:c., ofthe Parks. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment forwarding a copy of the following resolution adopted 
by that Board on the 9th October, 1878, viz. : 

RuoliJed, That the sum of seventeen thousand five hundred and twenty-four 
dollars and ninety-nine cents be, and the same is hereby, transferred from the fol
lowing appropriations, made for the year 1877, which are in excess of the amounts 
reqnired for the purposes and objects thereof, viz.: 
.. Rents-Leases in Force"............... .•.••......•..•....•.. $5,024 99 
.. Interest on the City Debt". • . .. • . .. . . .. • ,. . . .. . . .. . . .. • . .. • .. 12,500 00 

Total. • • .. .. .. . .... .... ..... .. ................... $17,524 99 

-to the following appropriations made for the year 1878, which are in8ufficient 
or require the Bame, viz. : 
"Incumbrance. in Harbor-Removal of"................ •....•.. $197 00 
.. Juror's Feed, including expenses of Jurors in Criminal Trials" . '" • . . 4,827 99 
" Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, for all Supplies 

.and for Wages of Foremen, etc.". •• .................... .... 12,600 00 

Tot&!. .. •• • • .• • • ••• • ... ..... ..................... $17,524 99 

Filed. 
(Minutes. October 9, 1878, Jl. 307.) 
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Christopher Smith. 

From the Superintending Architect recommending that the 

pay of general foreman, Christoper Smith, be increased. 

'l'he PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the pay of General Foreman, Christopher 

Smith, be, and hereby is, increased from $3.50 per day to $4: 
per day. 

(\dinutes, Sept. 18, 18'18, p. 263.) 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Riverside Avenue. 

From the Superintending Engineer of Riverside Avenue im

provement and construction as follows: 

Hon. JAMES F. WENMAN, 
Pre.,ident : 

RIVERSIDE A VENUR, } 
NEW YORK, October 11, 18'78. 

Sm,-I have received from the Secretary a copy of communication from Leo
pold Eidlitz to the Comptroller, on which you have directed me to make a report. 
I will take up and reply to his varions statements in the order in which he has 
written them down. 

1st. He says the retaining wall has not been properly built. This I deny, and 
affirm that the wall is as good as is called for by the contract. 

2d. He states that the parapet wall is not well built, aud JIlustrates it by a 
diagram which gives a totally false impression. When I took charge of the work 
I found that the wall as projected was tod low, that it would be unsafe and un
sightly, and directed that it be built one foot higher than was intended. It is now 
a much better piece of work than it would have been if I had not made the change, 
and it is very mnch safer. 

Sd. He says the road·bed has not been rolled. That is true; but the intention, 
of course, has always been to have it rolled. We have not yet reached that stage 
of progress. 

4th. He states that stone have not been properly placed for the road-bed, and 
furnishes a drawing to .how how they should be placed. There is nothing what
ever in the specifications calling for the arrangement he thus describes, bnt the 
stone have been arranged as the contract provides. 

5th. He quotes from the specifications and tries to show that the foundation of 
stone has not been well arranged on top. The smaller stone have been placed on 
top, as required, and on this has been deposited a quantity of "gravelly earth," 
as called for by the specificatiens. He repeats that no rolling has been done, 
which I admit, as we are non yet ready for it. 

6th. Under the head of "gravel," he quotes from the specifications. We have 
not yet placed any gravel. What he seems to have mistaken for that is the 
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"gravelly earth I. required by the specifications and which has been derosited on 
the stone, 

'1th. He again quotes from the specifications in regard to gravel, which we have 
not yet used, but intend to use, and again states that no rolling has been done. 

8th. He speaks of gutters. These are still unfinished but have so far been done 
in accordance with the specifications. 

9th. "Material has been removed from the Park Grounds." He may mean by 
this excavation, outside of the limits of the Drive. Where there has been any 
excavation it has resulted in a great imrrovement, particularly near One Hundrtd 
and Twenty-second street, where old roads have been cut, top soil deposited, &c., 
the whole having presented an unsightly appearance. 

In conclusion, I maintain that the work has been well done. In its present un
finished condition opinions cannot correctly be formed by persons unacquainted 
with the details of the work. 

.All of which is respectfully 8ubmitte.d 
THOMAS FRANKLIN, 

Superintend;ng Engineer. 
(Minutes, October 9. 18'18, p. 295.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be printed 
in the minutes and that a copy be sent to the Comptroller of 
the City. 

Adopted. 

Battery Park. 

New York Elevated Railroad Company. 

From Mr. Walter Ratte, Chief Engineer of the New York 
Elevated Railroad Company, submitting plans showing the 
location of the foul1dations and details of construction of the 
road of said company over the extended right of way on the 
Hattery Park, granted by this Department on the 17th July, 
1878. 

(Minutes, July 24, 18'18, p. 160.) 

Referred to Commissioner Lane. 

Gravel. 

From Mrs. Catherine E. Van Cortlandt, offering to deliver 
clean Road Hook Gravel on the parks, up to the close of navi
gation this year, for $1.40 per yard. 

Referred to the Treasurer. 

Park Avenue Parks. 

From Mr. A. S. Hatch :tnd twenty-eight other residents, on 
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Park Avenue, reque:stillg that tile gas lamps on the railing 
around the park;;; in Park Avenue, be lighted. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, July 11, 1877, p. 157.) 

LaCr()~se. 

From Mr. E. L. Swaine, President of the LaCrosse Club of 
the University of the City of New York, requesting permission 
for said club to play LaCrosse in Central Park. 

(Minutes, May 29,1878, p. 59.) 

Referred to the President with power. 

Daniel Foley 

From Daniel Foley, laborer on Tompkins Square, stating 
that while at work 0:0 the 5th inst. he was injured by a portion 
of a bank of earth falling upon him, and asking to be allowed 
pay for the time he has been unable to work on account of his 
injuries. 

Commissioner LANE moved that said Daniel Foley he al
lowed pay during the time he has been absent since October 
5th, 1878, and that he be restored as soon as he is able to re
sume work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
the, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Boston Road. W estchester Avenue, 

From Mr. W. B. Clark and Mr. James Butler, requesting 
that proceedings be taken to acquire the title by the City to 
Boston Road. 

The PRESIDEN1' then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Counsel to the Corporation be, and he 

hereby is, authorized and requested to commence and prose-
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cute proceedings on behelf of the Mayor, Aldermen and Com
monalty of the City of New York, for the purp:JsEl of acquiring 
the title to Boston Road from Third A venue to Westchester 
A venue, and to \VestcheHter Avenue (in West Farms) from 
Boston Road to the Bronx Ri vel', in the Twentv-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards of the City of New York, wherever the 
title to the same has not been heretofore acquired (said road 
and avenue having been heretofore laid ont by this Department 
as first-class streets) ; and that the President be, and hereby 
is, authorized to sign the petition to the Supreme Court for 
that propose, for and on belutlf of this Department. 

(Minutes, March 27 and Oct. 9, 1878, pp. 693 and 300.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, ani it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Thomas F. Thompson. 

From Messrs. J. and J. Farrington and others, requesting 
that Mr. Thomas F. Thompson, late a special patrolman, bere
tained as keeper on Madison Square. 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Bartlett Lamp Mfg. Co., globes .....•.. Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ...... 

Bell, Martin, harness repairs ...... " •.. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Cf'ntral Gas.Light Co., gas, Sept ....• ,' . Harlem R. B., 

Reps .. Tmpt. And 

M ......... , 

$50 00 

4 15 

46 6'1 
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Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ...•........• Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M ........... . 

Gibbs & O'Reilly, carpenter work ..... Museum Natl. Hist. 

Harlem Gas-Light Co., meter gas .... ___ Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP. _ ..... 

Harlem Gas-Light Co., gas, Sept ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP •...••. 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. aad 

M .......... .. 

Hoyt, J. B. & Co., lace leather ......... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 
Independent CaI'm Light Co., calcium 

light ............................. Music, Cent. Park. 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., meter gas .••. ~Iaint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., meter gas .. Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ..... . 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, Sept .. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Milliken, David, saw dust ••....•....•. Maint. and Govt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Moffat, David & Co., leather ........... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Mullane, John, salt, hay, Ol1ts, &c ...... Ml1int. and Govmt. 

P. l1ndP._ ..... 

New York Gas Light Co., gas, Sept ..... Ml1iut. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., meter 

gas .............................. Maint. and Govt, 

P. andP ...•••• 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., ~as, 

Sept .............................. Maint. and Govt. 

P.andP ...... 

Oakley, Fred. C., coaL ............... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Reeves, Robt, c., seed ...... , ..... , ... City Parks Impt. 

F, ...•• , .. , .. 

$58 '11 

33 ~5 

$822 39 

2,385 10 

25 02 

92 26 

3 90 

20 00 

10 64 

til 43 

laO 00 

15 00 

16 70 

826 10 

328 50 

30 25 

213 95 

52 00 

1275 
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Rhinelander, F. W., expenses Mus. Art .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....•• 

Salamander Works, drain pipe ......... Tompkins Sq .... . 

Salamander Works, drain pipe ........ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Schmidt, John M., binding ............ Drainage Dist. 24th 

Ward, bounded 

by Fordham and 

Pelham Aves., 

&c ..•.••••••. 

Tomes' Son, Francis,:whistles ..• " .. '" Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

[ nednesday, 

$438 OIS 

205 00 

900 

3 ISO 

16 00 

$5,318 36 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ........ $1,776 25 

Maintenance, etc., Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 1Vards. 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Mainte· 

nance ...........................•.............. , 

Music Central Park ............... " . . .. •. . ....•..... 

Museum of Natural History ..................•........ 

City Parks Improvement Fund .... , ................... . 

Drainage District, Twenty.fourth Ward, bouuded by Ford-

ham and Pelham A venues ....................... . 

Tompkins Park,Chap. 411, Laws 1878 ................. . 

13 15 

902 61 

20 00 

2,385 10 

12 75 

S 50 

205 00 

----- 5,318 36 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fifty-three hundred and eighteen 

dollars and thirty-six cents. 

New York, October 16, 1878. 

S. E. LANE. I Auditin.q 
SA~IL. COXOVER, f Oommittee. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 

separately, the President moyea that the Board do llOW ap
prove them, and that the SecretHr'y bd directed to transmit 

them to the Finance Department for payment. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Jarn~s Feeley. Patrick BurI\s. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That James Feeley and Patrick Burns, laborers 

on Tompkins Square, who have been absent from work on ac
count of sickness, be, and they are hereby, restored to work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10:45 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 23d October, 1878, at 
9:30 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 



Wednesday, Oct. 23,1878.] 319 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER ~3d, 1878. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" 
" 

CONOVER., 

LANE. 

At the hour of half past mne o'clock A. M., Mr. Henry J. 
Storrs, General Clerk in the Finance Department, attended on 

behalf of the Comptroller of the City, who had been duly 
notified, and the meeting being opened to the public, the Presi
dent of the Department, in the presence of Mr. Storrs and of 
such of the parties making proposals for the several works 

hereafter mentioned as were present, opened the estimate box, 

and then and there publicly opened and read all estimates or 
proposals which had been received in pursuance of advertise

ments duly published in the Oity Record for the following 
works, namely: 
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Regulating and gmding Third Avenue, tn the Tuenty-third 
Ward, and for additional wade in said avenue and in and 
upon the cross streets intersecting said avenue, between One 
Hundred and Forty-seventh Street and Hc~rlem River. 

FOR WHICH THE FOLLOWING PROPOSAl,S WERE RECEIVED: 

N AMES OF BIDDERS. 

Per Per 
Cubic Cubic 
Yard. Yard. 

Per 
Square 
]'oot. 

Per 
Lineal No. of 
Foot. Days 

TOTALS. 

---- ---- ----- ---1-----

1 Green Wright ............ , . $00 25:$00 25 $00 OO!: $00 04 

2 John F. Broderick .......... 1 00 25 00 451 00 05 00 10 

3 Peter T. Masterson ....... " 00 11 00 39

1 

00 03 00 03 

4 Charles M. Harris. ......... 00 25

1 

00 65 00 01t 00 05 

Ii John Slattery ...... , . . .. . . 00 60

1 

00 65 00 03 00 04 

6 James J. Jones ............. 00 20 00 32 00 01i 00 01t 

7 Patrick Mulholland ........ 'Inoth'g. 00 32 nothing. nothing. 

8 Joseph A. Devlin_ .......... 0050 00 50 00 06 00 12 

\J George A. Treacy ..•....... 

10 Montgomery A. Kellogg ...•. 
I 

ll!John B. Devlin ............ . 

12!Patrick Farley ............ . 

00 25 00 34 

00 05 00 35 

00 01 00 41 

13 John B. Healy............. 00 25 00 501 

00 29

1 

14 John Brady............... 00 20 

15iJames Howe............... 00 23 00 19 

Irregular 

00 01t 

00 01 

00 01 

00 07 

00 01 

00 01 

(Minutes, Aug. 21, 1878, p. 198.) 

00 03 

00 01 

00 01 

no bid 

00 03 

00 03 

100 

200 

135 

40 

250 

50 

100 

270 

150 

70 

99 

150 

90 

100 

$7,190 00 

17,300 00 

13,102 00 

17,050 00 

19,670 00 

9,095 00 

7,760 00 

20,000 00 

10,300 00 

9,530 00 

11,018 00 

20,270 00 

8,320 00 

6,066 00 
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Sewer and appurtenances in One Hundred and Fortieth St'reet, f1'om 
Alexander Avenue to Brook Avenue, 1vilh branches in Alexander 
and Willis Avenues. 

FOR WHICH THE FOLLOWING PROPOSALS WERE RECEIVED: 

.,., I .,., ,. ..: 

I 
.... ~~ ~~. .'" '" ~§~ ~~~ "'..0 ..0 

.S S ~~ is 00.:::::1 '>;0 rn ~~ 
gj '" ~ (p0'~ <J)G~ ~Z CiZ " . • ~"d ~ .8''0 ~ "" IIi"" 

I 

~,., 

""'" ~" 
P-<$.S p-<$.:: I ,,~ ,,$ ~~ ",".:I ",".:I :~ e "" NAMES OF BIDDERS. ~3;3 ~:2~ ~s '" TOTALS. ~~ "'''' ~~~ ~~~ oo~ S ... 

~1"1'; 1"1", E=i"" ,..; ,..; 

-- --- -- --- --
Per Per For each For each No. of Linear Linear Receiviug 

Man Hole. Day •• Foot. Foot. Basin. 

- -------

I John H. McCabe .. , .......... $1 13 $1 13 $93 00 $30 00 20 $4,039 20 

2 William E. Dean .. ......... 1 10 I 1 27 I 1] 0 00 55 00 40 4,943 76 

3 John F. Broderick .......• ,. 2 50 2 57 100 00 1 00 400 8,348 96 

4 Patrick Farley ............. o 27 o 29 75 00 25 00 71 1,890 36 

/; John B. Healy ...... ... 0 ••• o 85 1 15 125 00 31 00 75 3,979 40 

6 John B. Devlin ............. o 64 0 75 85 00 18 00 50 2,679 68 

7 John Mulholland ........... 1 63 1 79 125 0) 37 00 60 5,918 68 

8 Samuel Ruth, Jr ..... .. ' ... o 90 o 90 100 00 (\ 01 50 2,786 27 

9 John Brady ................ o 90 o 98 90 00 24 00 60 3,526 24 

10lJohn Slattery .............. 3 50 3 75 100 00 17 00 No bid 9,906 00 

11 George A. Treacy ........•.. Irregular 

12 John McKim &; JOB. A. Devlin 2 00 2 00 175 00 30 00 40 6,575 00 

13 Patrick Mulholland ......... o 68 o 70 Nothing. Nothing. 1 1,751 76 

14 James J. Jones ............. 1 10 1 44 100 00 00 01 10 3,483 79 

15 Charles M. Harris ..••.•.•.. o 55 o 75 75 00 50 00 60 3,417 60 

16 Green Wright .............. 1 14 1 34 111 00 53 00 120 5,345 20 

-

(Minutes, Aug. 21, 1878, p. 198.) 
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Mason and Granite Worlcfor eight par'ks in FOltrth Avenue. 

FOR WHICH THE FOLLOWING PROPOSALS WERE RECEIVED: 

1. John Underwood ......................................... $18,944 00 
2: Nolan & McGrath... ........................ ...... ....... 8.100 00 
3. John Mulholland ........• " . . .. . . .. . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,700 00 
4. Joseph Ross ...................... '" . . .. . . .. . . ... ... . . .. 20.300 00 
;;. D. C. \Veeks .... , .•............ " . . .. . . .. . . .... . . . . .. . . . 8.784 00 
6. Robert L. Darragh ...................... , . . .. . . .. . . .... . .. 13,200 00 
7. Charles B. Trimble ................................ , . .... . 10,993 00 
8. Wi!ls &; Dyer............................................ 14,227 00 
9. Barr &; Mc Eutee. .• .......................•............. 8,630 00 

10. CharlesGuidet.............................. ..... 11,19500 
11. John Hogan............................. ........ 11,78000 

(Minutes, August 21, 1878, p. 197.) 

Iron TVorkfor eight parks in FOU1'th Avenue. 

FOR WHICH THE FOLLOWING PROPOSALS WERE RECFIVED : 

I. \Villiam H. Browne ...............................•....... 
2. Franeis Cook .............•..... . ................. , ... . 
3. Alfred P. Boller ......................................... . 
4. Johnson Brothers ..................................... . 
5. Post &; McCord .......................................... " 
6. Andrew J. Campbell .. . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. . ......... . 
7. J. B. &; J. M. Cornell .......... " ..................•...... 
8. Lindsay & Graff .....................••................... 
9. The Composite Iron Works 00 ............................ . 

(Minutes, August 21, 1878, p. 197.) 

$5,282 00 
4,945 00 
4,950 00 
5,920 00 
6,285 00 
5,299 00 
5,2'12 00 
5,645 00 
4,940 00 

Marble Tile Work in basement story of Museum qf Art. 

FOR WHICH THE FOLLOWING PROPOSALS WERE RECEIVED: 

1. Michael Giblin .•. '" ............... , ..................•.. 
2. Robert Logan ............... , ...... " ................... , . 
3. Fisher & Bird .••......................................... 
4. Adolph Klaher .......................................... . 
5. A L. Fauchere &; 00 .................. , ................ . 
6. Oharles R. Hayward..... .... . ....................... '" 
7. John Slattery. . . .. . . ... .. .... . ........................•• 
8. S. KlabeI' & Co .................... , .................... . 
9. Thomas Smith ................ , .. " ....... , ..... . 

(Minutes, July 17, 1878, p. 135.) 

$4,199 36 
3,436 00 
3,475 00 
3,630 00 
4,449 00 
4,875 00 
3,995 00 
3,812 50 
5,750 00 
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Plaster'ers Worlc in basement under the main hall oj the Museum 
of Art. 

FOR WHICH THE FOLLOWING PROPOSALS WERE RECEIVED : 

1. William Brennan ....••••..........................•••••••• $3,450 00 
2. Robert McChristie .•.•........................ ' .. ..•. .••.. 4,374 00 
3. Charles B. Trimble ...................... '" . .............. 3,644 00 
4. Gibb &; O'Reilly...... ....... ............................ 4.890 00 
5. John Power. • • •. . • •. . . .. . . • . . . .. .. ..............••••..•. 3,870 00 
6. John Sheehy......... ............. . ...... ................. 3,350 00 
7. D. C. Weeks...................... .•••.......•.....•••• .. 3,332 00 

(Minutes, August 21, 1878, p. 200.) 

Heating Apparatus Work in basement oj Museum of Art. 

FOR WHICH THE FOLLOWING PROPOSAL WAS RECEIVED: 

1. The Angell and Blake Manufacturing Company ........... '" $1,751 00 

(Minutes, July 17, 1878, P .. 135.) 

Mr. Storrs, the bidders and others who were present then 
retired. 

Minutes. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 16th inst. were 
then read and approved. 

The following communications, were then presented and 
read: 

Receiving basin at College Avenue. 

From the Health Department calling the attention of the 
Department to the condition of the receiving basin at the 
junction of College A.venue and One Hundred and Forty-fourth 
Street. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards. 

Manhattau Square. 

From Mr. Cyrus Clark, suggesting that the Department make 
Manhattan Square a free dump under proper restrictions, for 
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the purpose of having it filled up as soon as possible and 
at the least expense. 

Referred to the Superintending Architect for his report. 

Foot-ball on Central Park. 

From Mr. John M. Forbes, Principal of Grammar School 
No. 35, requesting permission for a club of the members of said 
school to play foot-ball on Central Park. 

Refused. 

Arsenal. 

From the Police Surgeon, calling the attention of the Com
missioners to the unhealthy condition of the" Arsenal" in 
Central Park, caused by the odors eminating from the meat 
room on the ground floor, and the sewer gas consequent upon 
defective sewerage. 

(Minutes, .January 23,1878, p. 540.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that said communication and 
subject be referred to the President with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

A. L. Clapp, Carriage Service. 

From Mr. A. L. Clapp, licensee of the Carriage serVICe In 

Central Park, requesting that his license fee for the year 1878 
be remitted for the present. 

(Minutes, August 29, 18'17, p. 254.) 

Referred to the Treasurer to report. 

John J. Moran. 

From Mr. George W. Morton recommending Mr. John J. 
Moran for the position of inspector or foreman. 

Filed. 
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Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report. 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 

Arnold, David P., meat and tallow ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P.. . . . . . $229 '70 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M ......... . 

Coogan, Wm., labor and matls ......... Crosswalk Ford-

ham Ave. near 

11 th Street .... 

Cooper, Hewitt &; Co., iron wire .....••. Maint. &; Govmt. 

P. &; P ..... . 

Handibode, P, coal ••• ~~_"". 0"0 ••••••• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .....•• 

Hitchings &; Co., grate bars ........... Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ..•..•• 

Holbrook, E. F. &; Bros., glass ••.•..... Maint. &; Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Pratt, Chas. &; Co., 0:1. . . .• . • .• . .. . ... Museum of Art •. 

Seaman, John A., shovels and wheelbar-

rows .............................. Tompkins Sq .. . 

Seaman, John A., spikes, putty and oil. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ....... 

. Harlem R. B. 

Reps .. Impt. and 

M ........... . 

6 00 

-----

$'7 53 

8 55 

Van Tassell &; Kearney, horses ............ Maint. &; Govmt. 
p. &;P ..••.... 

Whitney, A. R., iron .................. Maint. &; Govmt. 
P. and P ...... $24 04 

Museum Natural 

History ...... . 3 30 

$235 '70 

65 00 

12 59 

23 '75 

5 50 

26 46 

9 60 

60 00 

16 08 

'75000 

2'7 34 

$1,232 02 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . . .• . •. $1,079 5'1 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint.. • .. • .. 

Museum of Art .....•...................•....... " .,. 

Museum Natural History .... , .. , .... ' ................ . 

Tompkins Square .................... " .......... " .. . 

Crosswalk Fordham Avenue near 11th Street ........... . 

14 55 

9 60 

3 30 

60 00 

65 00 

$1,232 02 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twelve hundred and thirty tWIl dol· 

lars and two cents 

S. E. LA~E, t Auditing 
SAM. CONOVER, f Oommitt~e. 

NEW YORK, October 23d, 18'18. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks in account with 

1878. 

Oct. 2. 

Oct. 2 to t 
Oct. 23. f 

Smith E. Lane, Treasurer. 

OR 

By balance.. ... .. ... . ..... .............. $2,296 76 

" cash received from licenses, permits and 
Bundrie3. . . .. . . .. . . ... . .. . • .. . . ..... 1,308 93 

----- $3,605 69 



October 23, 1878.] 327 

DR. 

Oct. 2 & 23. To cash paid into City Treasury ............ $1,:l6S 34 

for monumenting Fox Estate.. . 412 54 

" balance... .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ... . . .. . . . . 1,824 81 
--- $3,605 69 

In Bank of Metropolis .................... ~1,722 72 

" drawer... ........................... 102 09 

NEW YORK, Wednesday, October 23, 1878. 

9:30 A. M. 

--- 1,82481 

S. E. LANE, 

~ reasurer D. P. P. 

W. H. Rhodaback, 

Commissioner LANE presented a bill of Mr. W. H. Rhoda
back, for cement barrels, furnished for use in Twenty-third 
and Twenty-fourth Wards, during 1877, and which was certi~ 

tified by the late superintendent of those wards, and he 
offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the bill of Mr. W. H. Rhodaback for thirty
five cement barrels, used by the Superintendent of the 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, during 1877, and 
amounting to the sum of $3.1>0, be, and hereby is, approved 
and allowed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3 .. 

Henry Donohue. John Sutton. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Henry Donohue and John Sutton, laborers 

on Tompkins Square, who have been absent for more than 
three days on account of sickness, be, and they are hereby, 
restored to work. 

The l'RESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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Ii majority of all the members' of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 11 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 30th inst., at 9:30 
o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA ¥, OCTOBER 30th, IS78. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A.1I. 

Present-Oommissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" OONOVER. 

LANE. 

The minutes of the prevlOus meeting of the 23d inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Meetings of the Board. 

From the Olerk of the Oommon Oouncil, forwarding a copy 

of the following ordinance, which had been approved by his 
Honor the Mayor on the 28th inst., namely: 

Be it ordained by the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New 
York, in Common Council convened, as follows: 

Section 1. All m~etings of the Boards or Commissions constituting Depart
ments of the City Government of the City of New York, for the trausaction of 
public business, shall be held openly, and shall, in an cases, be accessible to the 
public. Such meetings shall be held at such times and places as may be deter
mined upon by each of such Departments, aud due notice thereof shall be published 
daily in the Oity Record. 

Sec. 2. This ordinance shall take effect immediutely. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 

to the Oounsel to the Oorporation for his opinion as to the 
authority of the Oommon Council to enact said ordinance. 

Adopted. 
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Bridge over Harlem River. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 

of the following preambles and resolution, which had been ap

proved by his Honor the Mayor on the 24th inst., namely: 
W7,ereas. The Government of the United States has undertaken the work of 

improving the Harlem River and Spuyten Duyvil Creek, so that the same may be 
rendered freely navigable for vessels from the Hudson Rh'er to the East River 
and Long Island Sound, saving in the passage not less than twenty-four miles of 
intricate navigation aronnd the Battery, a work in which the transportation intel'
ests of the country are so largely concerned as to place it among those of national 
iwportance: and 

Whereas, The completion of this work is not less important to the City of New 
York, in the midst of which these waters lie, and the want of conveniences for 
crossing them has become a sonrce of great inconvenience and annoyance to the 
popnlation on either side: aud 

Whereas, It is evident that the work of improving the navigation of these 
waters and the providing of tunnels and bridges for crossing them should proceed 
upon one settled plan, so that the expenditure to facilitate one object may not 
prove an obstacle to the other equally important object; therefore 

Resolved, That General John Newton, und"r whose enlightened management 
and direction the improvements of the river are placed by the United State" au
thorities. be respectfully requested to inform this Board whether in his judgment 
it is consistent with the plaus of the Government of the United States or with the 
most favorable and convenient navigation of these waters that bridges or other 
structures be built across them on or at slight elevations above their surface, and 
in order that any wasteful expenrllture of moueymay be avoiddd, the Departments 
of the City Government which have jurisdiction in the matter of building bddges 
01' other structures over these waters are requested to refrain from pl'Dceedil1g with 
or bl1ilding any low bridges or other structure calculated to obstruct the free use 
ann navigation of these water ways until the plan& thereof are brought in harmoni
ous agreement with those of the United States Government. 

(Minntes, Oct. 9, 1878, p_ 299.) 

Filed. 

Bridge over Harlem River_ 

From Mr. Charles Stoughton, urging the Department to pro
ceed with the construction of the proposed bridge over Harlem 
River at the junction of Madison Avenue and One Hundred 
and Thirty-ninth Street. 

Filed. 

Sewer in 140th Street. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, as follows: 

II,) n_ JAMES F. WENMAN, 

LAW DEPARTMENT, } 
Office of the Counsel to the Corporation, 

NEW YORK, October 29th, 1878' 

Presidmt of the lJepnrtment of Public Park3 : I 

From:your letter to me of the twenty-fifth instant, and the papers therewith 
, • \ III mitted, the following- facts appear: ' 
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On the fifth instant the Department advertised for proposals for constructing a 
sewer and appurtenances in the Twenty-third Ward. The advertisement, among 
other things, contains the following: 

" The Engineer's estimate of work and materials, by which the bids will be 
" tested, is as follows, to wit: 

" 1,512 lineal feet of 12-inch pipe sewer. 
" 1 028" " "15" H " 

" 3' receiving basins complete. 
" 27 manholes complete. 

" No proposal will be received which contains prices for other items than those 
" above mentioned, or which does not contain prices for nil of said items." 

You state that Mr. Patrick Mulholland was one of the bidders, and if his bid is 
regular, he is the lowest; that he has, however, " bid the sum of nothing for two 
" of the items for which prices are called." You request my opinion whether the 
bid is reglllar, and whether Mr. Mulholland is entitled to the award of the con
tract, and you ask that my reply may be sent before Wednesday morning. 

The la w requires that contracts of the description ref~rred to in your letter 
should be given to the lowest bidder, and the ordinances of the Common Council 
also provide that the advertisement for bids should state the quantity and quality 
of supplies, and the nature and extent, as near as possible, of the work r'·quired. 
In determining who is the highest bidder, the bids mllst be tested in a case like 
this, by the Engineer's estimate of the work and materials, that will be required 
to perform the contract. Under this system of course no bid can be received 
which coutains prices for items not included in the Engineer's estimate, because 
if such bids were received it would be impossible to determine who was the 
lowest bidder. ~Vloreover, it is indispensible, for the same reason, that every bid 
should indicate what sum, if any. the contractor is to receive for each item in
clllded in the Engineer's estimate. A bidder cannot be permitted, by omitting to 
bid for any particular item. to have the question kept open as to how much he is 
to recieve for such item. There is no provision of law or ordinance, however, 
which requires that each bidder sholllcJ state a price for each item included in the 
Engineer's estimate, nor is there any substantial reason, under the present system 
of letting contracts, why he should do so. He must, however, indicate a price for 
each item, or clearly indicate that, where no price is named for any item it is to 
be done for nothing. It is not necessary to decide in the present case what the 
effect would be if the bid· had contained no reference whatever to receiving 
basins or manholes. Mr. Mulholland states in effect, that he will csnstruct such 
basins and mauholes for nothing. I have no doubt that his bid is entirely regu
lar, and that he is entitled to the award of the contract. The papers transmitted 
with your letter are herewith returned. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours, respectfully. 

WM. C. WHiTNEY, 
Coun8el to tIle Corporation. 

(Minutes, October 23, 1878, p. 321.) 
Filed. 

Third Avenue sidewalks. Third Avenue bridge. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the 
Department to the condition of the sidewalks on that portion 
of Third Avenue which constitutes the approach to the Third 
Avenue bridge OVer Harlem River, namely, from One Hundred 
and Thirtieth Street to the bridge. 

Filed. 
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Also from the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the 
condition of said sidewalks, and giving a list of persons who 
have stands on same. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be filed, and 
that the Superintendent of Parks be directed to report the 
estimated cost of repairing said sidewalks. 

Adopted. 

Entrance and Roadway in Oentral Park. 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting upon the re
quest of Mr. A. C. Allen and others, that an entrance be con
structed to Central Park at the northeast corner thereof, and 
also a carriage-way from said entrance to One Hundred and 
Second Street, and stating that to do so would destroy the 
portion of the Park set aside for a nursery and botanical gar
den, and that the construction of the proposed carriage-way 

would cost at least $60,000. 
(Minutes, October 9, 1878, p. 301.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be filed, and that the 
request for the construction of said entrance and a carriage
way be refused. 

Adopted. 

W. J. McGovern. Painters. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, requesting that some 
additional painters be appointed, as the number at present in 
the employment of the Department is not sufficient. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that Mr. W. J. McGovern be 
appointed a painter on the Parks. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 
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Henry Bouten. j O'Connor. J. Comei:'. 

From the Superintent of Parks, forwarding the applications 
of Henry Bouten, Jerry O'Connor, and John Comer, laborers, 
who had been absent for more th,1n three days on account of 

sickness, to be restored. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said Henry Bouten, Jerry 
O'Connor, and John Comer, laborers, be restored to work. 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-0ommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Inspector of Sewer Openings. 

John Curren. 

From the Engineer of Construction, recommending that an 
inspector of sewer openings be appointed, whose duty it shall 

be to personally inspect and supervise all sewer connections III 

the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Re8olved, That John Curren be, and he is hereby, transferred 
from the position of Assistant Foreman and appointed" In
spector of Sewer Openings" in the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, and that his pay be, and hereby is, fixed at the 
rate of $4: per day. 

(Miuutes, August 28, 1878, p. 214.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Lane-I. 
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Receiving Basin at College Avenue. 

From the Superintendent of the rrwenty-third aud Twenty
fourth -Wards, reporting that the receiving basin at the junctiun 
of Oollege Avenue and One Hunt1red and Forty-fourth Street, 
which the Health Department IJa 1 ~()mplained of, had been 

cleared. 
(Minutes, October 23, 1871l, p. 323.) 

Filed. 

Laborers, &-0., for 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, applying for an increase in the force employed 
in those Wards. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that twenty additional 
laborers and one double team be appointed in the Twenty
third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

(Minutes, Sept. 4, 1878, p. 237.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Houdan Fowl. Menagerie. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, requesting permission 
to exchange- two owls for three Houdan fowls. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the permission requested be 
granted. 

Adopted. 

Doe and Fawn. Menagerie. 

From Mr. R. Seidenberg, presenting the Department with a. 
Doe and Fawn for the Menagerie. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the donation be accepted with 
the thanks of the Commissioners. 

Adopted. 

Denman Place. Tinton Avenne. 

From Mr. Adam Munck and others, requesting that the 

culvert at the junction of Denman Place and Tinton Avenue 
be enlarged. 

Referred to the Engineer of Construction for his report. 

Regnlating, &c., 3d Ave. Clark Vandewater. 

From Hon. John Kelly, recommending Mr. Clark Vande
water for appointment as an inspector. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mr. Clark Vandewater be, and he hereby is, 
appointed an inspector upon the work of regulating and grad
ing Third A venue, from One Hundred and Forty-seventh Street 
to Harlem River, and that his pay be fixed at $4 per day. 

(Minutes, Oct. 23, 1878, p. 320.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
..Ayes-Commissioners Wellman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

James Carroll. 

From Mr. John McQuade, and others, recommending the 

appointment of Mr. James Oarroll as a Gate-keeper. 

Filed. 

Michael Connolly. John McDonald. 

From Mr. Bernard Reilly, requesting that Michael Connolly 

be appointed a laborer in place of John McDonald, who had 

left work. 
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Commissioner LANE moved that said Michael Connolly be 
appointed a laborer OI! Tompkins Square in place of said John 
McDonald. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Peter Lynch. 

From Hon. Fernando Wood, requesting that Peter Lynch be 
appointed a Gate-keeper. 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Ohairman of the Auditing Committee 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Briggs, W. H., and Dennis Valentine, 

rent .... ' ...•....•................ Maint., etc., 23d &; 

24th Wards .•. 

Colwell Lead Co., lead pipe .......•.... Tompkins Square. 

Draper, Danl., sundries .............. Maint. &; Govmt 

P. &;P ...... .. 

Handibode, P., coal ..............••... Maint. &; Govmt. 

P.&; P ....•... 

Handibode, P., coal ..... , ....... , ..... Museum of Art .. . 

McNab &; Harlin Mfg. Co., solder and stop 

cock ............................. Tompkins Square. 

Merchant, S. L. &; Co., Portland cement Maiut. and Govt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Mulholland, P., labor and materials ...... Mott Ave., 138th 

and 144th Sts. 

Sewers .....•.• 

$120 00 

265 '73 

25 24 

161 50 

356 25 

11 40 

17 40 

1,060 64 
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Rhodaback, W. H., cement barrels ...... Mamt 2Sd and 

24th Wards, 

1877 ......... . 

Shepperd, F., leaders and stoves ........ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards-... 

Van Tassell &; Kearney, horses .. "" ... Maint. and Govt. 

p. and P ...... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places...... . . $929 14 

Maintenance, &;c., 23d and 241 Wards..... •.•... ....... 165 90 

Tompkins Square ........ '" . ... . ..•••... .••••.•••. . . • 277 13 

Museum of Art ........................ ,. 0.' • • .. .. .. • 356 25 

Mott Avenue, 138th and 144th Street Sewers............ 1,060 64 

3 50 

32 40 

'126 00 

$2,'179 06 

$2,779 06 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty-seven hundred and seventy

nine dollars and six cents. 

S. E. LANE, } Auditing 
SAUL. CONOVER, Committll. 

NEW YORK, October 30th, 1878. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finame Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, La.n~ 

-4. 
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Commissioner CONOVER, from the Auditing Committee, pre
sented the following report: 
Th~ Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 

examined and audited the following bill, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Decker, Nich. H., and Geo. W. Quintard, 

materials and labor .....••••........ Impt. and Comt. 

Riverside Ave. $15,125 09 

$15,125 09 

Amounting in the aggregate to the snm of fifteen thousand one hundred and 

twenty-five dollars and nine cents. 
SAML. CONovEa, t Auditing 

f Committee. 

I refuse to audit the foregoing estimate of Decker and Quintard for $15,125.09 

for the reason that my personal examination of the work satisfies me that it has 

not been performed according to thc contract, and that the certificate of the Engi. 

neer Franklin, that it has been 60 performed, is incorrect. 

NEW YORK, October 30,1878. 

S. E. LANE, t Auditing 
f Committee. 

The above mentioned bill having been read and passed on, 
the President moved that that the Board do now approve it, 
and that the Secretary be directed to transmit it to the Finance 
Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 
No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Thomas Ryan. 

Commissioner LANE, whom the President had designated to 
conduct the trial of Patrolman Thomas Ryan on certain charges 
of neglect of duty, presented the following report: 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARK8, } 
36 Union Rquare (East), 

NEW YORK, 29th October, 1878. 

Patrolman Thomas Ryan was tried before me on the 26th October, 1878, on a 
charge of neglect of duty, in that he lost his shield on 13th September, 1878, but it 
was afterwards found next day. 

The testimony of Officer Ryan shows that, although he lost his shield, off his 
own beat, yet it was in the performance of his duty, while chasing some boys who 
had come int.o Cent.ral Park and were doing mischief. That the shield was found 
next day. 

I report in favor of dismissing the complaint, and recommend the adoption of 
1 he following resolution: 

Resolved, That the charge preferred against Patrolman Thomas Ryan be, and 
the same is hereby, dismissed. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
S. E. LANE, 

Commissioner. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said report be aceepted 

and that the resoluion therein recommended be adopted. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affir
Illative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 'tV enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

John Russell. 

Commissioner LANE, whom the President had designated 
to conduct the trial of Patrolman John Russell, on certain 
charges of neglect of duty, presented the following report: 

DEPARTMENT OF PUPLIC PARKS, } 
36 Union Square (East), 

NEW YORK, 29th October, 1878. 
Patrolman John Russell was tried before me on the 18th October, 1878. He 

was charged with neglect of duty and not properly patroling his post. That he 
could not be found on his post from 7:50 to 8:23 P.M. on the night of October 3d, 
1878. 

Patrolman Russell's testimony shows that he was patroling within the 
limits of his post during the time he was charged with being absent. 

_ He is corroborat.ed by officer James Higgins and a citizen, James A. Mc· 
Kinley. 

The evidence of Sergeant Flock is not sufficient to convict officer Russell. I 
therefore report him not guilty, and recommend the adoption of the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the charges preferred against Patrolman John Russell be, and 
th,· same are hereby, dismissed. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
S. E. LANE, 

CommUrssoner. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted, and 
that the resolntion therein recommended be adopted. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Patrick Burns. 

Commissioner LANE, whom the President had designated to 
conduct the trial of Gate-keeper Patrick Burns on charges of 
smoking while on duty, presented the following report: 

DEPARTMENT OF PUPLIO PARKS, } 
36 Union Square (East), 

NEW YORK, 29th October, 1878. 
Patrick Burns, Gate-keeper, was tried before me on the 26th October, 1878, 

on a charge of smoking a pipe while on duty on 16th October, 1878. 
Officer Burns admitted that he took a few draws of a pipe, but pleaded in 

extenuation of his offense that it was not his own pipe, but one that belonged to a 
workman, who had left it in his coat near officer Burns' gate. That the workman 
showed it to him, and said it was" a raal11'ish pipe, one that he had brought over 
from the auld country. That this attracted officer Burns' attention, and with 
his great love for the auld country, and knowing the swateness of that pipe, he 
just took one or two draws of that same auld pipe from the Emerald Isle, and 
just in time to be caught by the sergeant." 

I report that officer Burns is guilty of the charge, and I do recommend for 
adoption the following resolution: 

Resolved, That PatriCK Burns, Gate-keeper, be fined one day's pay for the 
offense. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
S. E. LANE, 

Commissioner. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted, and that 
the resolution therein recommended be adopted. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
--4. 
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Patrick Burns. 

Commissioner LANE, whom the President had designated to 
conduct the trial of Gate-keeper Patrick Burns on charges of 
using unbecoming language to his superior officer, presented 

the following report: 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, } 

36 Union Square (East), 
NEw YORK, 29th October, 1878. 

Patrick Burns, Gate.keeper, was tried before me on the 26th October, 1878, on 
a charge of using rough and unbecoming language to Sergeant England, on the 
17th October, 1878. 

I find the charge proved, and recommend for adoption the following resolu
tion: 

Resolved, That Patrick Burns, Gate-peeper, be summoned before the President 
and reprimanded by him for the offense. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
S. E. LANE, 

Oommissioner. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted, and that 
the resolution therein recommended be adopted. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Battery Park. 

New York Elevated Railroad Co. 

Commissioner LANE, to whom was referred the communica
tion of Mr. W. Ratte, Chief Engineer of the New York Elevated 
Railroad Company, with the plans of said company for the 
foundations and construction of the extension of its road on 
the Battery Park, pres ented the following Report: 

To the Oommissioners of Public Parks: 

DEPARTMEMT OF PUBLIC PARKS, } 
36 UNION SQUARE (Ea"t), 

NEW YORK, 30th October, 1878. 

The undersigned, to whom was referred the communication from Mr. Walter 
Katte, Chief Engineer of the New York Elevated Railroad Company, enclosing 
plans showing location of the foundations, and details of construction of said nail
road, over the south end of the Battery. in accordance with the license to said com
pany, dated 3d day of July, 1878. 
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Reports favorably on said plans, and recommend .. for adoption the following 
resolution: 

Re.,olved, That the plans for the extension of the New York Elevated Railroad 
Company across the Battery, this day presented, be adopted, and that said plans 
be certified and filed. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

(Minutes, October 16, 187R. p. 312.) 

S. E. LANE, 
Commissioner 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that. said report be accepted, 
and th e resolution therein recommet1ell be adopted. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Riverside A venue. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the penalties for the non-completion of the 

work of improving and constructing Riverside Avenue, on or 
before the ;)lst October, 1877, the time stipulated in the con
tract, be, and hereby are, remitted up to the first day of No
vember, 1878. 

(Minutes, Oct. 2, 1878, p. 290.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
ngree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

Regulating, dre., Third Ave. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No. 15) of Mr. James Howe, for 

regulating and grading Third Avenue, in the rrwenty-third Ward, 
and for additional work in said avenue, and in and upon the 
eross streets intersecting said avenue, between One Hundred 
and Forty-seventh Street and Harlem River, be accepted as 
the lowest bid; that the contract therefor be, and hereby is, 
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awarded to said James Howe, and that the President be, and 
hereby is, authorized to execute the same for and on behalf of 
this Department. 

(Minutes, October 30, 1878, p. 335.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

tlewer in 140th Street. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No. 13) of Mr. Patrick Mulhol

land, for the construction of a sewer and appurtenances in 
One Hundred and Fortieth Street, from Alexander Avenue to 
Brook Avenue, with branches in Alexander and Willis Avenues, 
be accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract therefor be, 
and hereby is, awarded to the said Patrick Mulholland, and 
that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute the 
same, for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, October 30, 1878, p. 330.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Fourth Ave. Parks. 

Mason and Granite Work. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.2) of Messrs. Nolan and 

McGrath for the mason and granite work for eight parks in 
Fourth Avenue, be accepted as the lowest bid, that the con
tract therefore be, and hereby is, awarded to said Nolan and 
MeGrath, and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized 
to execute the same for and in behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, Oct. 23, 1878, p.322.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Fourth Avenue Parks. 

Iron Work. 

The PRESIDENT:offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.9) or the Composite Iron 

Works Company, for the iron work for eight parks in Fourth 
Avenue, be accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract there
for be, and hAre by is, awarded to said Composite Iron 
Works Company, and that the President be, and hereby is, 
authorized to execute the same for and on behalf of this De
partment. 

(Minutes, Oct. 23, 1878, p. 322.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

Museum of Art. 

Marble Tile Work. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.2) of Mr. Robert Logan for 

the marble tile work in the basement story of the Museum of 
Art building, be acceptec1 as the lowest bid; that the contract 
therefor be, and hereby is, awarded to said Robert Logan, and 
that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute the 
same for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, Oct. 23. 1878, p. 322.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Museum of Art. 

Plasterers' Work. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.7) of Mr. D. C. Weeks for 

the plasterers' work in the basement under the main haH of 
the Museum of Art building, be accepted as the lowest bid; 
that the contract therefor be, and hereby is, awarded 
to said D. C. Weeks, and that the President be, and hereby is, 
authorized to execute the same for and on behalf of this De
partment. 

(Mimltes, Oct. 23, 1878, p. 323.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Museum of Art. 

Heating Apparatus. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resoiution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.1) of the Angell & Blake 

Manufacturing Company for the heating apparatus work in the 
basement of the Museum of Art building be accepted as the 
lowest bid; that the contract therefore be, and hereby is, 
awarded to the said Angell & Blake Manufacturing Company, 
and that the President be, and hereby is authorized to execute 

" the same for and on behalf of this Department. 
(Minutes, October 23, 1878, P 323.) 

The PRESIDENT put the que$tion, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma~ 
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 



346 [ Wednesday, 

John F. Dawson. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following preambles and 

resolution: 

Whereas, Commissioner Lane charges that John F. Dawson, 
Superintendent of Parks, took one of the horses of the Depart
ment on Saturday morning, the 5th of October, 1878, and went 
to the races at Jerome Park, and did not return himself, or 
bring the horse to the stables in Central Park until Sunday, the 
6th of October, 1878, at 12:30 o'clock P. M., in violation of his 
duiy and of the rules of the Department. 

Alld whereas, said Commissioner Lane charges that on the 
12th day of October, 1878, the said John F. Dawson grossly in
sulted him by shaking his fist in his face, and using insulting 
language to him. 

And whereas, said Commissioner Lane ~harges that the said 
John F. Dawson constantly and wilfully neglects his duties as 
Superintendent of Parks. 

Resolved, That it is hereby proposed to remove him from office 
for the causes aforesaid, and that he be informed thereof, and 
that he will be allowed an opportunity of making an explana
tion at the next meeting of the Board at ten o'clock in the fore
noon. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said resolution be amened so as 
to read as follows; 

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be notified to 
appear before this Board at its next meeting to answer said 
charges, and that if he be found guilty thereof it is proposed to 
remove him from his position. 

(Minutes, July 17, 1878, p. 144.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion to amend said resolution, and it was deter
mined in the affirmative, a maj~rity of all the members of the 
Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

The PBESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board 
would agree to said preambles a.nd resolution, as amended, and 
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it was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the mem
bers of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

James Murphy. 

Commissioner LANE presented the resignation of Gate-keeper 
James Murphy, and moved that it be accepted. 

(Minutes, July 24, 1878, p. 164.) 

Adopted. 

Edward G. Tully. 

Edward G. Tully, an applicant for appointment on the police 
force, was then received, and, the Police Surgeon having 
reported favorably upon his examination, 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Edward G. Tully be, and he is hereby, ap

pointed a Gate-keeper on the police force in the place of James 
Murphy retired. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Matthew tyons. Thos. Burns. 

The PRESIDEN'1' offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Matthew Lyons and Thomas Burns be, and 

they are hereby, appointed Special Patrolmen; that they be 
detailed for duty on Reservoir Square j and that their pay be 
fixed at $2 per day each. 

(Miuutes, October 9, 1878, p. 300.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the a:ffirma~ 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane---
4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned, at 11:45 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 6th November, 1878, 
at 9:30 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1878. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 
" CONOVER. 
" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of October 30th, 1878, 
were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Daniel Mapes. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution, which had been approved by his 
Honor, the Mayor, on the 30th ultimo, namely: 

Resolved, That permission he, and the same· is hereby, given to Daniel Mapes to 
remove the hav scales now on the east side of Main Street, near Crnss Street, 
Twenty-fourth Ward, and rt3place the same in front of his feeu sture, opposite 
Cross Street, the work to be done at his own expense, nnder the direction of the 
Commissioners of Public Parks ; such permission to continue only during the 
pleasure of the Common Council. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards. 

Third Avenue Sidewalks. Third Avenue Bridge. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that it will cost 
about $150 to repair the sidewalks of Third Avenue from One 
Hundred and Thirtieth Street to Harlem River Bridge. 

(Minutes, Oct. 30, 18'78, p. 331.) 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 

directed to have said sidewalks repaired. 

The PRESIDEN'£ put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-

4. 

Gravel. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that he requires 

at least two boatloads of gravel to repair the drives of the 
Parks during the winter. 

(Minutes, Oct .. 16, 1878, p. 312.) 

Filed. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

From the EngIneer of Construction, stating tbat it is neces
sary to make sounding;.; of the bed of Harlem River between 

Madison Avenue and One Huudl'ecl and Thirty-eighth Street, 

before advertising for proposals for the bridge to be con

structed there, and requesting that an A8sistant Engineer and 

two assistants be appointed for that purpose. 
(Minutes, Oct. 9, 18'18, p. 299.) 

Laid over. 

Foster House. Riverside Park 

From the Superintending Engineer of Riverside Avenue 
Construction, stating that the house on Riverside Park known 

as the "Foster House," is in very bad condition, and should 

be repaired at once, to keep it from further deterioration. 
(Minutes, Nov. 21, 18'1'1, p. 397.) 

Referred to the Superintendent of Parks, for his report. 
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Blacksmiths' Helper. 

From the "Mechanical Engineer, requesting that a black

smiths' helper be appointed. 

Filed. 

Popcorn on Central Park. 

From Mr. A. G. FerguilOn, asking permission to make and 

sell popcorn balls on Centml Park. 

Refused. 

Henry Dowling. 

From Mr. William Joyce, and others, recommending Mr. 

Henry Dowling for the position of messenger. 

Filed. 

Audit .. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 

presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Berrian, H. M., Agt., hay anrl oats, &c .. Maint.. 23d & 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Devlin, John B., labor and materials .... Third ave., 134th 

and 135th Sts. 

Sewer ....... . 

Devlin, John B., curbing, &c ......... Tompkins Square. 

Douglas, W. P .. rent of Museum of Art .. Maint.. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Gold &; Stock Tel. Co., ront of line ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Gordon, Robt., Actg. Treas., expenses 

Mus. Art ........................ l\Iaint. &; Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Harlem Gas Hght Co., meter gas ....... Maint. & Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

$4037 

1,185 21 

64044 

1,625 00 

62 1)0 

471 73 

19 40 
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Handibode, P., coal. .. • • .. . . ... . ... . .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . $6 60 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Imp. '" M. 3 00 

Tompkins Sqnare. 2 40 

Harmer, Hays'" Co., ticking and carpet,Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and P ..... . 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

$82 31S 

and 24th Wards 30 

Maint.,&c.,23d and 

24th Wards .... 28 16 

Tompkins Square. 6 00 

Mount's, H. R, Son, brooms .......... Harlem R B. Reps 

Impt. & M ..... 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., rent .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Pollock'" VanWagenen, spikes and oil. . Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Telfair & Snedeker, sperm oil. •........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Harlem R B. 

Reps. Impt. & 

M .......... .. 

Maint.,&c.,23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Van Winkle, E. B., petty expenses ..... Surveying, Laying. 

out, etc., 23d & 

24th Wards .••• 

Walton Bros., rubber hos8 ............. Maint., etc., 23d '" 

24th Wards .... 

Wheatly, R R, hay, oats, &c .......... Maint., etc., 23d & 

24th Wards .... 

$1 18 

19 82 

$26 ISO 

17 00 

1 70 

$12 00 

1040 

11'1 11 

21 00 

625 00 

38 83 

44 20 

3 80 

16 76 

39 89 

$4,973 63 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ...•.•. , $2,948 60 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards. . . .. . ... • . ... . .. . . .. . 1M '70 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint .. '" . . . 21 18 

Surveying, Laying-out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards. _...... 4 10 

Tompkins Square .......... _ ......•.....•....... , . . . . 648 84 

Third Avenue, 134th and 135th streets, etc., Sewer....... 1,185 21 
--- $4,9'73 68 

Amounting ill the aggregate to the Bum of forty-nine hundred and seventy

three dollars and sixty-three cents. 

NEW YORK, November 6, 18'78. 

S. E. LANE, I .Auditing 
SAML. CONOVER, f Oommittee. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commi::.sioners WenmaI), Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks, 

In account with Smith E. Lane, 1 reasurer. 

CR. 

18'78. 

Oct. 23. By balance.. .... • .. .. ... • • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... $1,824 81 

Oct. 23} 
to By cash received from permits and licenses •••. 

Nov. 6. ---- $1,8611 64 
40 '73 
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DR. 

Oct 23 } 
to To cash paid into City Treasury ............. . $102 09 

Nov. 6. 

Nov. 6. To balance .... 1,763 45 

--- $1,865 54 

In Bank of Metropolis .................... $1,722 72 

" drawer...... ...................... 40 73 

NEW YORK, November 6,1878. 

·1j.30A.lI:. 

John F. Dawson. 

$1,763 45 

S. E. LANE, 

TrelUurer D. P. P. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the charges preferred at the last meeting of 

the Board against lVIr. John F. Dawson, Superintendent of 
Parks, be, and hereby are, referred to Commissioner Conover 
to take testimoney and report thereon to this Board. 

(Minutes, October 30. 1878, p. 346.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board adjonrned at 10:30 

o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, November 13, 1878, 
at 9:30 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secrfiary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 18'78. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9.30 O'CLOCK. A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 
" CONOVER. 

" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of November 6th, 
1878, were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Maintenance, &c., of Parks and Places. 

From the Secretary of the Board or Estimate and Appor
tionment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution, which 
had been adopted by that Board, on the 6th November, 1878, 
namely: 

Resolved, That the sum of twelve thousand five hundred dollars be, and tbe 
same is hereby, transferred from the appropriation for the year 1877, entitled 
"Interest on the City Debt," which is in excess of the amount required for the 
purposes and objects thereof, to the appropl"iation made for the Department of. 
Public Parks for the year 1878, entitled "Maintenance and Government of Pal'ka 
and PIa res," for all supplies and for wages, &c., which is insufficient. 

(Minutes, Oct. 16, 1878, p. 310.) 

Filed. 

Manbattan Square. 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting upon the com
munication of }Jr. Cyrus Clark, suggesting that Manhattan 

Square be made a free dump, and stating that before the square 
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is filled to any extent it will be necessary to construct two new 

sewers, one from the northwest corner and the other from the 

northeast corner of the square, both to connect with the 

sewer at present existing. That the cost to construct these 

sewers and the necessary man-holes will be about $3,000. 

Also recommending that said square be made a free dump for 

earth, rock and ashes, under certain restrictions. 
(Minutes, Oct. 28, 1878, p. 323.) 

Commissioner OONOVER moved that said communication and 

subject be referred to the President, with power. 

Adopted. 

Peter R. Buckelew. 

From the Topographical Engineer, stating that he had be

gun the setting of the monuments on the "Fox Estate," an~ 
that he reqnired the services of an addi~ional assistant until 

the completion of the field work on said property. 
(Minutes, August 21, 1878, p. 207.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. Peter R. Buckelew be, and he hereby is, 

appointed an assistant in the office of the Topographical 
Engineer until the completion of the field work on the Fox 
Estate, and that his pay be fixed at the rate of $2 per day. 

The PRESIDEN'l' put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

James Davis. L. Kehoe. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty

fourth Wards,recomlliending that James Davis,Steam Engineer, 

and Lawrence Kehoe, Night Watchman, be discharged, as he 

has discontinue] using the st~am engine and pump for this sea
Ilon. 
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The PRESIDENT stated that on the receipt of said communi
cation on the 9th inst .. h~ had suspended the said.T ames Davis 
and Lawrence Kehoe. 

(Minutes, Aug. 28, 1878, p. 215.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the action of the Presi
dent be approved, and that said James Davis and Lawrence 
Kehoe be discharged. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Mechanical Engineer, reporting upon the condi
tion of the steam engines, elevator and pump in the Museum 
of Natural History building, and the manner.in which they are 
cared for by the Trustees of the American Museum of Natural 
History. 

Referred to the President. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. William A. Haines, Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the Trustees of the American Museum of Natural 
History, requesting that the following items of work on the 
Museum of Natural History building be ordered, at a cost not 
exceeding the amounts set opposite each item, viz. : 
1. Enlarging coal bin and four outside windows to northern extension .. $62 00 
2. Iron guard, basement window, and gate for upper stairs. . . . . . . . . . . . . :l3 00 
3. Filling out openings, and securing stop.bead in all windows, and filling 

angles in circular head windows. ... . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. 61 00 

The PRESIDENT moved that said items of work be ordered, 
and that the Treasurer be authorized to issue orders therefor 
at prices not to exceed the amounts above stated. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 
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Thomas Clark. 

From Mr. Thomas Clark, a painter ~n the employment of the 
Department, stating that while at work, on the 26th of October, 
1878, he met with an accident which rendered him unable to 
work, and asking to be allowed pay for the time he so lost. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Thomas Clark be restored 
to work, and that he be allowed pay for such time as he has 
been absent since the 26th day of October, 1878 

(Minutes, June 12, 1878, p. 91.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Ponies on Central Park. 

From Mr. E. A. Hopkins, asking permission to place ponies 
for hire on Central Park. 

(Minutes, April 18, 1877, p. 766.) 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Boote, Edw'd., tiling .........••.. ' .. Museum Natural 

History ......• 

Crissey, Wm. V., chamois .•.......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

Colwell Lead Co., lead and pipe ...•..• Tompkins Square 

Crombie, ThoB. J., pine timber ........ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Devlin, John B., blue stone edging ..••. Tompkins Square. 

Devlin, John, coke ••• " ............... Tompkins Square. 

$30 00 

3 12 

21 79 

22 50 

522 75 

2 50 
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Handibode, P., coal. ................. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Holbrook, E. F. & Bros., glaes ........ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Hunter, Keeler & Co., water pipe ...... Tompkins Square. 

Jones, Chas. and Thos. P. McQuade, labor 

and materials ..................... Brook Av. Sewer. 

Kreischer, B. & Son, fire clay ......... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

McNab & Harlin Mfg. Co., plumbing 

materials .......................... Tompkins Square. 

Merchant, S. L. & Co., Portland cement, City Parks Impt. 

Fund .••..... 

Mott, J. L. Iron Works, walk boxes, &c.City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... 

Tompkins Square. 

Mount's Son, H. R, brushes ........... Museum Natural 

History ...... . 

Mullane, John, hay, oats, feed, &c ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•.. 

New., T., roofing felt ................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•••.. 

O'Brien, W. K. & Bro., mounting photo-

graphs ............................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

O'Donnell, John, milk ............. , .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP •...... 

Reeves, Robt. C., motor hoes ..••....... Tompkins Square. 

Reeves, Robt. C., seed and rakes ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P.&P .•....... 

Stackpole & Bro., repairs and plombobs.Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th W's .. 

Shady, James H., fish ................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Seaman, John A., paints, oils and turpen-

tine .•......••...... , ....•••...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ..... .. 

$4 01 

184 24 

$23 75 

16 47 

159 41 

9,362 79 

2 25 

45 1S3 

8 70 

188 211 

12 00 

350 29 

(\ 00 

14 80 

12 40 

1 110 

16 10 

81 00 

11 16 

88 70 
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Van Winkle, E. B., petty expenses ....• Monumenting Fox 

Estate ........ . $32 31 

Whitney, A. R., iron ...............••. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 18 88 

$11,004 95 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places.. ... . . . $/536 42 

Surveying, laying out, &c., 23d and 24th Wards.. . .. ... 81 00 

City Parks Improvement Fund ..................... '" 12 '71 

Museum Natural History... .. . ... ................ ..... 42 00 

Tompkins Square. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . ... . . .. . . .. . . . . . 937 72 

Monumenting Fox Estate. . . .. .. .....•............•... 32 31 

Brook Avenue Sewer ..... "' ................ ........ 9,362 79 

--$11,004 95 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eleven thousand and four dollars and 

ninety-fve cents. 

Naw YORK, November 13, 1878. 

S. E. LANE, L Au.ditin!l 
SAML. CONOVER, f Committee. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Fina'nce Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayeg-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

P. J. Masterson. James McKiever. Wm. McDonald. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that on the 11th inst. he 
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had suspended the following assistant foremen, namely, Peter 

J. Masterson, James McKiever, and William McDonald. 
(Minutes, Aug. 28. Sept. 18, Oct. 2, 1878, pp. 214, 268 and 291.) 

Commissioner CONOVER then offered the following resolu
tion: 

Resolved, That the action of the President in suspending as
sistant foremen Peter J. Masterson, James McKiever, and 
William McDonald be approved; that said Peter J. Master
son and James McKiever be, and hereby are, discharged and 
removed from the employment of the Department; and that 
William McDonald be, and hereby is, restored to his position 
as assistant foreman. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Boa~d voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

Tompkins Square. Laborers, &c. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that, in consequence of the 

work on Tompkins Square having progressed to such a state 

of completion that the whole force emplo'yed could not be 

worked to advantage, he had, on the 12th iust., suspended four 

foremen, sixteen laborers with hoi'ses and carts, four masons, 

and about one hundred and ten laborers. 
(Minutes, Sept. 18, 1878, p. 269.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the action of the Presi

dent be approved, and that said foremen, laborers with horses 

and carts, masons and laborers be discharged. 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 
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(}ravel. 

Commissioner LANE presented the following report: 

1'0 the Oommissioner" of P,ltblic Pm'ks: 

DEPARTMENT OP PUBLIC PARKS, ~ 
36 Union Square (East), 

NEW YORK, 12th November, 1878. 

The undersigned, to whom it was referred to report upon the communication of 
Mrs, Catharine E. Van Cortlandt, offering to furnish Roa Hook gravel to the 
Department at $1.40 per cnbic yard, delivered on the Park, up to the close of 
navigation, 1878, respectfully reports: 

That in January, 1878, he found at the Sheepfold yard two boat loads of gravel, 
then recently d,,livered from the heds. of Mrs. Van Cortlandt, by Mr. F. A, Rida
bock, at the price of 81 65 per cubic yard. That the same was of a very inferior 
qnality, and full of loam and dirt. That in February, 1878, he purchased three 
boat loads of gravel from John B. Devlin, at the price of $1.64 per cubic yard. 
Ann in April, 1878, said Devlin reduced his price to $1.60 per cubic yard, and 
has since delivered eighteen boat loads at that price. That all of the gravel de
livered by said Devlin has been of the best quality and free from loam and dirt. 

Mrs. Van Cortlandt now offers to deliver on the Parks, up to the close of nwi 
gation, 1878, clean Roa Hook gravel at $1.40 per cubic yard. Mr. Devlin 
declines to furnish gravel for a price less than $1.60 per cubic yard, and there 
being no other bidder, I report in favor of purchasing gravel from Mrs. Van 
Cortlandt, and offer the following resolution: 

Rtsolvtd, That the Treasurer iseue orders to )1r8. Catharine E. Van Cort
landt, upon the requisition issued for two boat loads of gravel, at the price of 
$1. 400 per cubic yard. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
S. E. LANE, 

T"eas1trer D. P. P. 
(Minutes, Nov. 0,1878, p. 350.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted, and 

that the resolution therein offered be adopted. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board 

would agree to said motion, and it was determined in 

the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Aye,s-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Covover, Lane 

-4. 

Maintenance, d/;c., of Parks and Places. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be, and hereby 
is, directed to place all men employed on the laboring force 
of the Maintenance of Parks and Places, including mechanics, 
on half time until further order, excepting Foreman, men em
I ;loyed in the Menagerie, in the stables, in the Museums and 
other buildings. 

(Minutes, Oct. 31, 1877, p. 375.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover,· Lane 
-4. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

Daniel Bontecou; Daniel Campbell; C. P. Bonnett. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the under-mentioned persons be, and hereby 
are, appointed to the positions and at the rates of pay set 
opposite their names, respectively. and that they be assigned 
to duty under the Engineer of Oonstruction, upon the eon
struction of the bridge over Harlem River, from Madison Ave
nue to One Hundmd and Thirty-eighth Street, namely: 

Dauiel Bontecon, A~sistant Engineer ...•..... '" .•• $150 per month. 
Daniel Campbell, Assistant ......... ....... , .. . . . . . 100" " 
Charles P. Bonnett, Assistant ...•.. __ • ..•...•.••• 65" 

(Minutes, Nov. 6, 1878, p. 350.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Wenn:ian, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Fourth Av. Parks. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Re8olved, That the Secretary be, and he hereby is, directed 
to prepare and publish advertisements for proposals for the 
following works, namely: 
1. Mason and granite work for foul' parks in :Fourth Avenue, situate between 

Seventy-first and Seventy-third Streets and between Eighty-eighth and 
Ninetieth Streets. 

2. Iron work for four parks in Fourth Avenue, situate between Seventy-first and 
Seventy-third Streets and between Eighty-eighth and Ninetieth Streets. 

That the specification,; heretofore approved for similar 
works on other parks in Fourth Avenue be used for said works, 
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and that the amount of security required be fixed as follows: 
for the mason and granite work, $3,000 ; for the iron work, 
$2,000. 

(Minutes, Oct. 30, 1878, p. 343.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11 

o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 20th inst., at 9.30 

o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20th, tS'7S. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE; 

" CONOVER. 

" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous me~ting of the 13th inst. were 

reacl and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Regulating, &c., Third Av. 

From the Comptroller of the City, as follows: 

Hon. JAMES F. WENMAN, 
Prest. Dept. Public Parks: 

CITY OF NEW YORK-FINANOE DEPARTMENT,} 
COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, 

November Hi, 1878. 

Sir,-The proposal of James Howe, No. 876 Eighth Avenue, for regulating, 
grading, &c., Third Avenue, between One Hundred und Forty-seventh street and 
Harlem Hi '·0r, is herewith returned without my approval of the sureties! 

Upon examination it is ascertained that Mr. Howe does not reside at No. 876 
Eighth A venue, and he is not known in that neighborhood. 

J. B. Ayres, one of the sureties, whose address is stated on the said proposal to 
be ll16 West Thirty-ninth street. cannot be found at that place, and inquiry in the 
neighborhood reveals no knowledge of him. 

M. Johnes, the othpr surety, whose address is given as No. 678 Eighth Avenue, 
cannot be found there, and he is not known in the neigborhood. 

The affidavits are certified by W. John Obryen as Notary Public, residing at 
No. 424 West Fifty-first Street. 

Upon inquiry at the Connty Clerk's Office, it is ascertained that there is no 
Buch Notary Public as W. John Obryen, or anyone of the name whose hand
writing corresponds with the alleged signatures to the affidavit. 
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Mr. W. John O'Bryon, who resides at 424 West Fifty-first street, the 
address above given, states that the signatures upon the proposal are forgeries of 
his name, which is wrongly spelt, as Obryen instead of O'Bryon. 

Very respectfully, 
JOHN KELLY, 

Filed. 
OOllptroller. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the resolution adopted by thiJ Board at its 

meeting held on the 30th day of October, 187d, awarding the 
contract for regulating and grading Third A venue, from One 
Hundred and Forty-seventh Htreet to Harlem River, to Mr. 
James Howe, be, and hereby is, rescinded; and that the pro
posal of said .J ames Howe for said work be, and hereby is, 
rejected for the reasons stated in the communication of the 
Comptroller of the City, dated November 15, 1878. 

(Minutes, Oct. 30, 1878, p. 342.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, ItS follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
--4. 

Regulating, &c., Third Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolustion : 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.1) of Mr. Green Wright, for 

regulating and 5rading Third Avenue, in the Twenty-third 
Ward, and for additional work in said Avenue, and in and upon 
the cross streets intersecting said Avenue, between One Hun
dred and Forty-seventh street and Harlem River, be accepted 
as the lowest bid; that the contract therefor be, and hereby is, 
awarded to said Green Wright, and that the President be, and 
hereby is, authorized to execute the same for and on behalf of 
this De·partment. 

(Minutes, October 30, 1878, p. 342.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes--Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

--4. 
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Five Points Park. 

J. J. Schillinger. 
From the Counsel to the Corporation as follows : 

Hon. JAMES F. WENMAN, 

LAW DEPARTMENT, ~ 
OFFICE OF THE COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION, 

NEW YORK, November 12th, 1878. , 

P1'Csident Department of Parks. 
Sir,---All action was commenced in May, 1877, lJy John J. Schillinger against 

the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, to recover $2,014,\\, the amount claimed 
to be dne under a contract for laying a cement flagging on the Five Points Park in 
1874. 

This action was defended upon the ground that the work, though pt·ri'ormed 
by the plaintiff ill all respects according to the instructions of the engineer in 
charge, did not in several respects conform to the specifications. 

Upon the trial before Han. A. R. Lawrence, about two weeks ago, the com
plaint WHS dismissed on the ground that it appeared from the plaintiff's OWn 
showing that there had been in the performance of the work a variance from the 
specifications. 

The facts brought out on the t;rial are substantially these: 
The engineer in charl!;e of the work, Mr. Bogart, I believe, finding that part 

of the Park, to be covered by the flagging, consisted (at the depth of foul' inches 
below the snrface) of a bed of ashes, which in his judgment would form aR good a 
foundation for th" cement as the broken stone and sand provided for in the speci
fications, directed the plaintiff, wherever the ashes occnrred, not to excavate to the 
required depth of twelve inches ar,d then put in the foundation filling, bnt instead, 
to lay the cement directly on top of the ashes. 

Under at least one-third of the surface, ashes were fonnd ; and only fonr inches 
of earth instead of twel ve were taken out, and of course no broken stones and sand 
were reqnired for filling. 

Plain tift's bUl was never auuited by the Park Cowmissioners, though I be
lieve some reduction was made by the engineer on acconnt of the alterHtions 
directed by him. 

The evidence further showed that the condition of the flagging was still good, 
and the engineers testified that in their opinion the portion of the cement laid all 
the ashes would last as well as that laid on the bed "f broken stone" Hnd sand. 

The law is ~t present, I think, in our favOl', bllt it is always hard to sustain 
permHucntly injustice, and conrts always endeav,)r to find some loophole to pre
vent an inequitable and unjust resnlt from being sncc(,Rsfnlly worked out, and in 
that WHy they establish law against ns to our permanent injury. The old rule that 
"hHrd cases make bad law," is a true ono, and it is not fo!' the interest of the Cit.y 
to perpetrate injustice throngh the courts. 

There may be good reasons why the Department should not settle wi! h this 
plaintiff upon a fair basis, and if there are I ,hall take yonI' illstmctions in the 
premises; but if it is trne that he has substantially performed the work, and no 
considerations exist against a fair settlement, I recommend examination of the 
work be made by yonI' Department, and if the flagging is found to be ill a good 
condition, and, if in your opinion, the specifications were substantially complied 
with, then plaintiff's bill should be audited at such a 8nm as would allow him com
pensation for the material actually furnished, HIltl the work actnally done under 
the contract, without interest or costs. 

I am sir, yours respectfully, 
WM. C. WHI'fNBY, 

Counsel to the Corporatim. 
(Minutes, February 10, 1876, p. 622.) 

Commissioner LANE moved that said communication be re-
ceived and referred to the Comptroller of the City. 

Adopted. 
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From the Superinteuding Architect, stating that it is neces

sary that a competent man be detailed to inspect the work of 

construction of the Parks on Fourth Avenue. 
The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Thomas F. Goodwin, stonecutter in charge, 
be, and he hereby is, transferred from his present position altd 
appointed Inspector upon the work of constructing the l!'ourth 
Avenue Parks, and that his pay be, and hereby is, fixed at the 
rate of $4 per day. 

(Minutes, July 31, 1878, p. 171.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Laborers in 23d and 24 th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty- . 

fourth Wards, recommending that the force of laborers em

ployed in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards be re

duced by the discharge of eight laborers, as he cannot use the 

number employed to advantage at this season of the year. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the following named eight 

laborers in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards be 

discharged, namely: Michael Oonnelly, Keyron Delaney, John 

Curtis, David Gregg, James Nolan, George Quirk, Michael 

Cavanagh and John Muckleman. 
(Minutes, Oct. 30, 1878, p. i:l34.) 

'rhe PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to saiti motion, and it was determined in the affirl'l'\a

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 
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Bridge at 165th Street; Cedar Street bridge. 

Alexander Brennan. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, stating that it would be advisable to appoint a 
man to watch and take care of the bridge at One hundred and 

Sixty-fifth Street, near Jerome k:enue, and also the bridge at 

Cedar Street, both over Cromwell's Creek. 
The PRESIDENT moved that Alexander Brennan be appointed 

care taker of said two bridges and that his pay be fixed at the 

rate of $3 per day. 
'rhe PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes--Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Michael Halloran. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, recommending that Michael Halloran, laborer, 

who had been absent for three days, be restored. 
The PRESIDENT moved that said Michael Halloran be re

stored to work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Jerome Avenue; Trees. 

From the Superintending Gardener, reporting upon the con

dition of the trees on Jerome Avenue, the number missing 

and the cost to replace them. 
(Minutes, Oct. 9, 1878, p. 301.) 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be filed, and 

that the Superintending Gardener be directed to have the trees 

on Jerome Avenue properly pruned. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore,. Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Boston Road. 

From MI'. James R. Marvin and Mr. William Cauldwell, re

questing that the proceedings to acquire the title to Boston 

Road be discontinued. 
(Minutes, Oct. 16, 1878, p. ;n!).) 

Referred to the President. 

J 35th Stred. 

~'rom Mr. Jordan L. Mott and eleven other owne.rs of prop

erty and taxpayers on the line of One hundred and Thirty-fifth 

Street, from Third Avenue west to R,ilroac1 Avenue, in the 

Twenty-third 'Ward, reqne,.,ting that the lines of said portion 

of One hundred and 'fhirty-fifth Street be altered from those 
at present established to those established prior to the 

filing of the map prepared by the commissioners appointed by 
Ohapter 841 of the I-,aws of 1868. 

Referred to the Civil and rfopographieal Engineer for his 
report. 

Hkating HOU5e~ on Central Park. 

From Mr. Columbus Ryan, licellsee for the sale of refresh

ments in Central Park, offering to put up the large skating 

house and gentleman's water-closet at the Lake in Central 
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Park for the sum of $975, if the Department will haul all the 

lumber, &c., to the ground ttnd will put down the platforms. 
(Minutes, Dec. 5,1877, p. 426.) 

Referred to the President, with power. 

Battery Park. 

~ew York Elevated Railroad Co. 

From Mr. Walter Ratte, Ohief Engineer (,f the New York 
Elevated Railroad Oompany, informing the Department that 
the work of constructing the extension of, the road of said com
pany on the south portion of the Battery Park will be com
menced on the 19th November, 1878. 
I""., 'i (Minutes, Oct. 30, 1878, p. 341.) 

Filed. 

Audit 

Oommissioner LANE, Ohairman of the Auditing Oommittee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Arnold, David P., meat and vpi';etahles, .. ~iaint. and Gov't 

P. and P .... , 

Bell, M., repairs to hartH1so; .....•. " ... }Iaiut. 23d and 

34th Wnrds ... 

Benoit, A. Y., leveling ]'0<1 •••••••••.... City Parks lmpt. 

Fund ....... . 

Central Gas T"ight Co., ga.". Oct .......... Ilarlem R. B. 

Reps., Impt. 

and Maint .... 

Crissey, vVm. V. JL Co., wit.ch hazel extr .. Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ...... 

Colgate'" Co., laundl'y soap ............ Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Impt. 

and Maint... .. $1 20 

Maint. and Gov't 

P.andP...... 480 

$255 00 

1 UU 

14 5U 

46 6'7 

4 00 

-- 600 
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Devlin, John B., blne stone edg-ing- ...•... Tompkins Sq ... 

Early & Lane, blacking ... " .... , ....... Maint. and Gov't 

P. andP ..... . 

Gardam, W. & Son, sun-shade and holder .Maint. and Gov't 

P. and Poo .... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas, Oct .....••.. Maint. and Gov't 

[ Wednesday, 

66000 

2 25 

IS 50 

P. and P.. • • • . $60 89 

Harlem R. B. 

Reps., - Impt. 

and Maint •••. 

Handibode, P., coal •..•...•• " .....•••• City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Holbrook, E. F. & Bros., glass ......... ooMaint. and Gov't 

P. and Poo .... 

Hunter, Keller &; Co., pipe and plugs ..... Museum of Art .. 

Tompkins Sq ... 

Knickerboker Ice Co., ice ....... , ...... Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ..... 

Snrveying, laying

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ..••..... Maint. 23 and 

24th Wards .... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas. Oct .... Maint. amI Gov't 

P. and P ..... . 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas-meter •.. Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ..••.• 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, stove parts ...... Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ...... 

Murphy & Nesbit, brick and cement ...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....... 

Murphy & Nesbit, brick and cement ...•.. Tompkins Sq .. 

Murphy and Nesbit, brick, sand, &c ...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ...... .. 

Museum of Art. 

Maint. and Gov't 

P. andP ...... 

33 55 

$6 90 

5 60 

$17 40 

2 40 

$5 25 

1 05 

207 150 

98 94 

19 00 

23 80 

12 50 

19 80 

15 60 

130 00 

61 00 

22 85 

45 75 

268 50 

218 80 
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New York Mutual Gas Light Co., gas, Oct. Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P.. . . .. 213 915 

New York Gas Light Co., gas, Oct ..... , .Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P... .. . 328 51) 

Page, Kidder & Fletcher, paving cement •• City Parks Impt. 

Fund........ 79 80 

Reeves, Robert C., plough shares ........ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards... $12 65 

Maint. and Gov't 

·P. andP...... 8 10 

Rogers, H. A., bolts .................... Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ..•.•. 

Ruhe, Louis, bird food ••••......•...•.. Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ..... . 

Seaman, John A., oil, paints, &c ......... Museum Natural 

History ...... . 

Seaman, John A., nails, scoop, and putty .. Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P •..... $4 23 

Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Impt. and 

Maint... ..... 240 

Van Tassell and Kearney, robe ......... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Walwork & Co., repairs to stamp. .. . ... Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ..... . 

Young, Chas. C., bread .... , ............ Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ...... 

RECAPITULATION. 

}Iaintenance and Government of Parks and Places ..•• , • .• $1,423 98 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ................ .. 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint ......... . 

Surveying, laying-out, &e., 23d and 24th Wards .. " ..... . 

49 20 

83 82 

240 

20 75 

4 04 

16 00 

66 30 

6 63 

20 00 

3 75 

43 92 

$2,732 05 
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City Parks Improvement Fund ... " ............... " ..• 

Museum of Art .. ............ ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 
Museum of Natural History .......................... . 

Tompkins Square ............................ , ••• , •. 

164 30 

795 

66 30 

934 10 

$2,732 05 

Amounting ill the aggregate to the sum of twenty-seven hUlHlred lind thirty-two 

dollars and five cents. 

S. E. LAXE. I Auditing 
SA~[L, COXOYER, f Committee, 

NEW YORK, November 20th, 1R7R, 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Depa,·tment of Public Park.s in account with 

1878, 

Nov. 6. 

Nov, 6} 
to 

Nov. 20. 

Smith E. Lane, T,'eas1tre,'. 

Ca. 

By balance. ' ........ , , ......... , ...... '" l:;1,763 45 

" cash received from permits and licenses.. 1,66'7 51 
$3,430 96 
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Nov. 6} 
to 

Nov. 20. 

DR. 

To cash paid into City Treasury ....•..•.. $1,708 23 

expenses monumenting Fox 
Estate ...•. , . " .... , .......... . 

" balance .•.......... " .... , ....... , .. . 
505 52 

1,217 21 
$3,430 96 

Cash in Bank of Metropolis .... , ....... , .. $1,217 21 

S. E. LANE, 

Treasurer. 

NEW YORK, ~Wednesday, November 20,1878,9:20 A. M. 

Manhattan Square. 

The PRESIDEN1' presented the following report: 

36 UNION SQUARE. I 
November 20, 1878. r 

To the Commissioner., of the Department of PuUlic Parks: 

Gentlemen,-On the 26th and 31st December, 1877, Mr. Samuel B. Ruggles, 
wit~h the permission of this Department, entcl'ed into two contracts with ~Ir. John 
Mulholland for the filling and shaping of a portion of the northern end of ~lan
hattan Square. The price for the fil'st contract was :!'-l'7:;, and for the second, $400. 
Mr. Iluggles at tl18 time deposit.ed his checks with tlw Secretary of the Department 
for the above amounts. 

Mr. F. A. Calkins, Assistant ~~ll;;illeer of the D'~pHrtment, who has supervised 
the work, has reported that Mr. ~'.'[ujhollalld has completed his two contracts, 
and Mr. S. B. Ruggles has unthorizeu the payment of the checks to Mr. ~lulhol
l'lHe!. 

Under these circlIlllstances, .1 directed the Secretary to pay said checks to Mr. 
)Iulholland and take his receipts thorofnr. 

Annexed hereto at·,· tjl(J e,timntes iot' the work, Mr. Mulholland's two con
tract, with his J'L'ceipts enclul'oed thereon. )[1'. Calkins' certificate that the work is 
cOlIJpleted, and :\1r. ::l. B. Ru;;g-les' <lnthorization for the payment of the, checks 
to NIl', Mulholland. 

All which is resp"ctfully submitted. 
JAJ\1gf-, F. \\'l'O:~T'\IAN, 

P"e8irient Department Public Parks. 
()lillllteo. No\'. 21, 11-)77, p. 409.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that said report be accepted 

and the action of the President approved. 

Adopted. 

Laborers, &c., on Tompkins Square. 

The PRESIDENT l".3portec1 verbally that he had suspended 
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eight laborers, with horses and carts, on Tompkins Square, for 

the reason that there was no further work for them. 
(i\1inutes. Nov. 13, 1878, p. 361.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the President's action 

be approved, and that said eight laborers, with horses and 

carts, be discharged. 

The PRESIDENT put the qu~stion whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners vVenman, vVetrnore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Clark Vandewater. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mr. Clark Vandewater be, and he is hereby, 
transferred from the position of Inspector upon the work of 
regulating and grading Third _\"venue, and appointed to the 
pm;ition of Inspector upon the work of constructing a sewer 
in One Hundred and Fortieth Street, from Alexande·r Avenue 
to Brook Avenue, and that his pay be fixed at the rate of $4 
per day.' • 

(Millute.3, October :30, Hn~, p. :):)5.) 

The PUESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the 

affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners VV enlllall,\Vetmore, Conover, Lalle 

-4. 

Michael McQuillan. MichaelO'Donnell. Patrick Horan. 

The PHESIDZNT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Michael Mcquillan be appointed a laborer in 
the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Warcls, and Michael 
O'Donnell a laborer on the Parks; and that Patrick Horan, a 
laborer on the Parks, be restored. 

(Minutes, Nov. 20, 1878, p. 368.) 



November 20,1878.] 377 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-

4. 

Battery Park. 

New York Elevated Railroad Co. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the New York Elevat.ed Hailroad Company 
b6 permitted to change the location of the receiving basin at 
the corner of the Battery, opposite Pier No.1, East River, to 
a place ten feet north, on the edge of the sidewalk, and that 
the receiving basin, on the sa,id sidewalk, midway between 
said corner and State Street, be moved twenty feet to the 
north, and the drinking fountain also he removed ten feet 
north. Such removals to be made, and the said basins and 
fountain to be rebuilt and replaced, in alll'm;pects as they now 
are, and tbat proper connections be made with the sewer, at the 
expense of the said railroad company, and under the supervis
ion of this Department, and that the Secretary be directec1 to 
prepare a written contract with the said railroad company to 
that effect. The said railroad company first to obtain the 
proper permits for the aforesaid removals from the Department 
of Public Works. 

(Minutes, Nov. 20, 1878, p. 371.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the membels of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as folIo ws : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane--

4. 

Riverside Avenue. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the matter of the Riverside Avenue contract 
be referred to Montgomery A. Kellogg, Esq.~ Civil Engineer, to 
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examine the work done under the contract between this De
partment and Messrs. Decker and Quintard, the contractors, 
and report the present condition of the work, and in what re
spects it is done in conformity with the contract, and in what 
respects it is not so done; and that the said civil engineer be, 
and he is hereby, directed to act in said examination, in con
jnnction with two other civil engineers, to be appointed, one 
by the Mayor, and one by the Comptroller, if those officers 
shall so elect. Notice of such appointments, if made by the 
Mayor and Comptroller, to be given to this Department. 

Resolved, That the contractors shall pay the expenses of the 
said Commission, and that their assent thereto be requested. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to 
the Mayor and Comptroller. 

(Minutes, Oct. 16th anel 30th, 1878, p. 311 and 338.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11 
o'clock A. M., to meet on 'Wednesday, the 27th iust., at 9.30 
0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 1878. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK, A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" 
" 

CONOVER. 

LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 20th inst. were 

read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

From the Department of Docks, in reply to a request from 

the President, offering to lend to the Department a Boring 

Machine, for the purpose of making soundings in the bed of 
Harlem River, at the site of the proposed bridge, from the 
termination of Madison Avenue to One Hundred and Thirty
eighth Street, on condition that the Department pays all the 
expenses connected with the machine, and returns it in about 
three weeks, in as good condition as when received. 

(Minutes, Nov. 13, 1878, p. 363.) 

Filed. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the following force be employed on the Steam 

Boring Machine at the following rates of pay, name]y: F. D. 
Smith, steam engineer, at 35 cts. pel' hour; Charles Wolf, 
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John Olsen, Jeremiah Oollins, Samuel Watson and Patrick 
Harvey, laborers, at 20 cts. per hour, each; Lawrence Kehoe, 
night watchman, at $1.60 per day; and that this resolution take 
effect from the 20th inst. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

Riverside Park. 96th Street. 

From the Commissioner of Public Works, stating that the 

established grade of Ninety-sixth Street, which is at present 
under contract to be regulated and graded, is about ~our feet 
higher than the present surface of Twelfth Avenue and the dock 

on the North River. That it is not likely that'rwelfth Avenue 
will be raised to its established grade for some years, and recom

mending that the graue of Ninety-sixth Street, where it passes 
through Riverside Park, be lowered about four feet. 

Referred to the President, with power. 

Michael O'Donnell. Terence J"ynch. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending that Ter
ence Lynch, a laborer on th" Parks, who had been absent on 
9.ccount of sickness for more than three days, be restored; and 
stating that Michael O'Donnell, who was appointed a laborer 

at the last meeting of the Board had not reported for work. 
(Minntes. Nov. 20, 1878, p. 376.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the action of the Board, ap
pointing said Michael O'Donnell a laborer be rescinded, and 

that Terence Lynch be restored to work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows :-

Ayes--;-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, OOllover, Lane-

4. 

135th Street. 

From the Topograpical EdgInG.:;r, repmting upon the appli

cation of Mr. Jordan L. Mott and others, to have the lines of 

One Hundred and 'rhirty-fifth Street, betwen Third and Rail

road A venues, changed, ar.c1 recommending th::tt their requests 

be granted, but stating that to do so would require the reset

ting of some mOlluments, and thai the appropriation is so far 

exhausted that it will be necessary to defer the work until next 

year. 
(Minutes, November 20, 187H, p. 370.) 

Laid over. 

Map of Sewcl'ug<l District in 23d Ward. 

From the Topographical Engineer, submitting a map of the 

proposed plan of Sewerage Diutrid No. 34, in the Twenty

third Ward. 

The PHESIDE~T tlJen offered the fu;lowing resolution: 

Resolrecl, 'rhat the map or plan for the sewerage and drain
age district in the 'l'wenty-third Ward, l'ying east of 'l'rinity 
and Eagle Avenues, west of Dawson Street and Stebbins 
A venue, south of One Hundred and Sixty-Eighth Street, and 
nortl] of Edgewater Bond, entitled, "Plan of drainage for 
" Sewerage District No. 34, in t.he Twenty-thin1 Ward of the 
" Oit.Y of New York," dated" New York, Nov. ~6, 1878," and 
signed, "J ulins l\'[unckwitz, Superintending Architect, D. P. P.," 
and "E. B. Van ·Winkle, Topogrn.phical Engineer, D. P. P.," 
be, and hereby is, approved; that it be filed, and that similar 
maps or plans be filed in the following offices, viz.: the office of 
the Common Oouncil, the office of the Comptroller of the Oity, 
the Health Department, and the Department of Public Works. 

(Minutes, March 6, 1878, p. 63U.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, 'Vetmore, Conover, Lane-

4. 

B. R. Guion. 

From Mr. B. R. Guion, Assistant Engineer on Brook A venue 

sewer, requesting that his pay be increased from $1,500 to 

$1,800 per annum. 
Also from the Engineer of Construction and the Topograph

ical Engineer, recommending that Mr. Guion's request be 

granted. 
(Minutes, Dec. 211 , 1876, p. 487.) 

Laid over. 

Riverside Avenue. 

From MeRsrs. Decker & Quintard, contractors for the con

struction and improvement of Ri"erside Avenue, as follows: 
NEW YORK, 20th Xov., 1878. 

To the Commissiuners Department of Public Parks: 
GENTLEMEN.-We hereby agree to pay the expemc8 and charges of Mr. M. A. 

Kellogg, Civil Engineer, this day uppoin· eel by Y' ,n to exam inc the work on River
side Avenue. and also of any other two civil eugineers, one to be appointed by the 
Mayor, and one by the Comptroller of the Cit}, for tl,e same purpose. The pay
ment of saiel expenses and charges to be made as soon as said cngineers shall re-
spectively make their report. Yours respectfully, 

DECKER & QUINTARD. 

(Minutes, Kov. 20, 1878, p. :177.) 
Filed. 

Alley-way in 23d Ward. 

Henry Lewis Morris. . 

By N. H. DECKER, 

Attorney. 

From Mr. Henry Lewis Morris, asking the Department to 
layout an alley-way upon his property in the Twenty-third 
Ward, bounded by Mott Avenue, One Hundred and Fiftieth 
Street, Walton Avenue and the Harlem River and Spuyten 

Duyvil Railroad. 
Referred to the President. 
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Battery Park. 

New York Elevated Railroad Co. 

Froro Mr. Walter Katie, Chief Engineer of the New York 
Elevated Railroad Co., forwarding a copy of a permit granted 
by the Department of Public Works for the contemplated 
change of the positions of the receiving basins on the Battery 
Park. 

(Minutes, Nov. 20, 1878, p. 377.) 

The PRESIPENT moved that said communication be filed, and 
that the New York Elevated Railroad Co. be requested to sub
mit the original of said permit to this Department. 

Adopted. 

Concord A venue. 

From Mr. F. G. Salmon, notifying the Department that he 
had been appointed Receiver of James Finnegan and Peter 
Zink, judgment debtors, and demanding the delivery to him 
of all monAYS, &c., due to them, and especially a certificate of' 
the amount alleged due to said James FinnelZan for work on 
Concord Avenue. 

(Minutes, June 26, 1878, p. 112.) 

Filed. 

E. L. Heusner. 

From Mr. E. L. Heusner, applying for employment upon the 
work of constructing the bridge over Harlem River. 

Filed. 

G. Kosmak. 

From Mr. G. Kosmak, laborer, resigning his employment. 
Accepted. 

Crossing at Kingsbridge Road, Thomas and Berrian Avenues. 

From Mr. R. R. Wheatley, requesting that a crossing be 
laid at the junction of Kingsbridge Road, Thomas and Berrian 
Avenues, in the Twenty-fourth Ward. 

Referred to the Board of Aldermen. 
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Elephant. 

From Mr. John H. Starin of Niblo's Garden Theatre, asking 
the Department to lend an elephant to said theatre, for the 
purpose of a representation which was about to be produced 
there. 

Commissioner LANE moved that the request be refused. 
Adopted. 

Wm. Griffin. 

From Mr. Edward Gilon and others, recommending Mr. 
William Griffin for an appointment on the police force. 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Ohairman of the Auditing Oommittee, 
presented the following report : 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

BeebeI', M. & Co., gloves ........ , ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P and P .....• 

Coogan, "\Vm., monuments ............. Surveying, Lay. 

ing out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Coogan, Wm" monuments .............. J\fonumenting Fox 

Estate ........ . 

Devlin, John B., edging aad labor .... ' .. Tompkins Square. 

R,rmer, Hays & Co., drill and felts .. , .Main!. and Govmt 

P. and P ..... . 

Handibode. P., coal. •.... , .....•..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P...... $166 215 

Surveying, Lay·g. 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24 tb Wards. 9 50 

Mooney, Thos., sand ••.•...•.•••.•... Tompkins Square. 

$93 75 

3 00 

411 00 

671 76 

12 1\0 

175 '75 
105 00 
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Murphy & Nesbit, brick and cement .... Tompkins Square. $357 50 

City Parks Impt. 

F.. ••.•. •.••.. 5 70 

Seaman, John A., bolts, locks, &c .••..•• Museum of Art ..• 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places ........ , . 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ..•..••.• 

Monumenting Fox Estate .....•.........•. " .......... . 

Museum of Art ..................•..... , ...•......... 

City Parks Improvemeut Fund ...............•......... 

Tompkins Square .. , 

$272 50 

12 50 

411 00 

7 13 

5 70 

1,134 26 

3S;! 20 

7 13 

$1,843 09 
.. _------------------

--- $1,843 09 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eighteen hundred and forty.three 

dollars and nine cents. 

NFW YORK, November 27, 1878 

S. E. LANE, 

SAM'L CONOVER, 
t Auditing 
I Oommittee. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 

separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board vot,ing in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

J"hn F. Dawson. 

Commissioner CONOVER, to whom it was referred to bke 

testimony in the matter of the charges preferred against the 
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Superintendent of Parks, Mr. John F. Dawson, by Commis
sioner Lane, presented the following report: 

NEW YORK, November 20, 1878. 

To the Board of Commissioners of th. Department of Public Pa/·ks: 
Gentlemen,-Pursuant to resolution of Board, bearing date November 6, 1878, 

I have taken testimony in matter of charges preferred by Hon:Smith E. Lane, 
Commissioner of Parks, against John F. Dawson, t'luperintendent of Parks, us fol
lows, to wit: 

" W.iereas, Commissioner Lane charges that Jvhn F. Dawson, Superintendent 
" of Pnrks, took one of the horses of the Department on Saturday morning, the 
" 5th of October, 1878, and went to the races at Jerome Park, and did not return 
" himself, or bring the horse to the stables in Central Park, until Sunday, the 6th 
" of October, 1878, at 12.30 o'clock P. M., in violation of his duty and of the rules 
" of the Department; • 

" And whaeas, Said Commissioner Lane charges that on the 12th day of Octo
" ber, 1878, the said John F. Dawson grossly inoulted him by shaking his fist in 
., his face and nsing insulting language to him; 

" Alld whereas, Said Commissioner Lane charges that the said J"hn F. Dawson 
" conetantly and wilfully neglects his duties as Superintendent of Parks; 

" Be'olved, That the Superintendent of Parks be notified to anpear before this 
" Board at its next meeting to answer said charges, and that if he be fouud guilty 
" thereof, it is proposed to r~move him from his position." 

As will be obesrved by reference to them. the charges are of a serious charac
ter, which, if true, would injuriously involve Mr. Dawson as an officer in this 
Department; in consequence, I have given great care to the matter: 

1st. That justice be dealt out to the party against whom charges had been pre
ferred. 

2d. That justification, if possible, should be shown for making the charges on 
the part of .Mr. Lane. 

It will douhUess occur to this Board, as it did to the undersigned, that it is a 
dntyof peculiar delicacy to set in judgment, so to speak, for when an associate is 
80 directly concerned, especially when to determine in a certain way reflects cen
sure upon hi'n, but the labor is imposed and was unsought. 

I carefully weighed all the 1 esti1l10ny pre~ented by the complainant and the 
accused, gave the utmost latitnde to the prosecution, and find: 

That the several charges against Johu F. Dawson are without any fonndation 
whatever, each and el-ery specification being disproved, not only by witnesses of 
the defense, but also b? witness"s of the prosecution; that the only issne regard
ing which there was a serious discrepancy in the testimony was, as to whether 
Superintendent Dawson insulted COTUmissioner Lane by shaking his fists in the 
tace and using insulting Iangu:l!!,'c to him, and as to this difference, itl view of the 
fact that CommiS8iunel' Lane, aecul'lling to the testimollY, has entertained hlJ~tile 
feelings towards the Superint.endent, that other charges were d;sproved, I deemed 
it my duty to ignore the testimony of both parties. atld rely upon that given by a 
disitlterested witness whose statement completely vindicates the Superintendent. 

It is a subject of regret that charges so thoug'htlessly made should occasion 
injut'yto the accused, even tempot"a1"ily, and it make'S my duty the more impera
tive to declare with emphasis that they are wholly without justification, and fur
ther, that Superintendent John F. Dawsoll is entitled to the confidence of the 
Board. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

(Minutes, Nov. 6, 1878, p. 354.) 

SAMUEL CONOVER, 
Comm'r. 
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The PRESIDENT offered the following reso1ution 
Resolved, That said report be accepted and adopted; that 

the charges against the Superintendent of Parks be dismissed, 
and that the report and testimony be printed as a document of 
the Board. 

(See Document No. 81.) 

Oommissioner LANE offered the following resolution as a 
substitute therefor: 

Resolved, That said report be recehed and laid over. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said substitute resolution offered by Oommissioner 

Lane, and it was determined in the negative, a majority of all 
the members of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as fol
lows: 

Aye-Oommissioner Lane-I. 

Noes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover-3. 

The PUESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board 
would a~ree to said original resolution, and it was determined in 

the affirmative, a rrajorityof all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

AYl's-Oommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Oonover-3. 

No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Menagerie; Sheep. 

Oommissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Director of the Menagerie be, and he is 

hereby, authorized to exchange with Mr. Arthur Leary, three 
elVe lambs for such animals or birds as are required in the 
Menagerie, of the value of eighteen dollars. 

'fhe PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aycs.-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 



388 [Wednesday, Nov. 27,1878. 

Thomas Higginson; Robert Wynn. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Thomas Higginson be appointed a laborer on 

Tompkins Square in place of Robert Wynn, who has left 
work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes.-Commissioner Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Quarterly Report. 

The PRESIDENT presented the report to his Honor the 

Mayor for the three months ending September 30th, 1878, 
which was read. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said report be approved 

and that the President be authorized to sign and transmit it 

to his Honor the Mayor. 

Adopted. 
(Minutes, July 17, 1878, p. 149.) 

Museum of Art. 

The following estimates for work 1Il the Museum of Art 

building were received and opened : 

FOR CARPENTER WORK IN THE BASEMENT OF THE MUSEUM 
OF ART. 

l. E. H. Treadwell. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ............. . 
2. Elward Smith ............................................. . 

$895 00 
643 00 

FOR PLUMBING WORK IN 'l'HE BASE~!ENT OF THE MUSEUM 
OF ART. 

l. Michael Smith....... . ................................... . 
2 .. Butler &; Co .............................................. . 

(Minutes, August 21, 1878, p. 200.) 

$864 00 
425 00 

On motion of the President the Board adjourned at 12 

o'clock M., to meet on Wednesday, the 4th day of December, 

1878, at 9:30 o'clock A. M. 
WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDSESDAY, DECEMBER 4th, 1878. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" LANE. 

At the hour of half-past nine o'clock A. M. the Comptroller of 

the City attended, and the meeting being opened to the public, 

the President of the Department, in the presence of the Comp

troller and of such of the parties making propo,als as were 

present. opened the el;timate box, and then and there publicly 

opened and read all estimates or proposals which had been 

received in pursuance of advertisements duly published in the 

City Rer:ord for the following works, namely: 

MASON AND GRANITE WORK FOR FOUR PARKS IN FOURTH A VENUE. 

For which the following proposals were received: 

1. M. C. Barr ................................................ $4,491 00 
2. Wills & Dyer ..................... "........................ 4,21\6 00 
3. D. C. Weeks........ ........................................ 4,476 00 
4. Montgomery A. Kellogg.. . . . . . . . . . .. . . • • ..... , . . . . . . . . . . . •. 6,201) 00 
5. John Hogan. . . .. .. .............•........................... 4,485 00 
6. Nolan & McGrath ...............•....... " ..•.• ".. . .. . ... . .. 4,611 00 
7. John Mulholland.. ........... .......... ... ...... ...... .. ..... 5,800 00 
8. Robert McChristie............... ........................ Il,Ha e4 

(Mlllutee, Nov. J3, 1678, p. ~~a.) 
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IRON WORK FOR FOUR PARKS IN FOURTH AVENUE. 

For which the following proposals were received: 

1. Francis Cook. . .. ... . .......................••............. $2,374 00 
2. Drinkhouse &; Weaver ........ , .......................... " . .. 2,:195 00 
3. The Composite Iron Works Company ... " ..................... , 2,345 00 
4. Cook &; Radley... ............. ..... .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... 2,458 00 
5. George Douglass. . . .. . . .. . . ..• .. ............................ 2,409 00 
6. John J. Bowes & Brother............ .. .......•............. 2,142 00 
7. Joseph Marren.... ......................................... 3,112 00 

(Minutes, Nov. 13, 1878, p. 363.) 

The COMPTROLLER of the City, the bidders and others who 

were present, then retired. 

Minutes. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 27th November, 

1878, were then read and approved. 

The following communications were then presented and 

read. 

Riverside Avenue. 

From his Honor the Mayor, notifying the Department that 
he had appointed Mr. W. E. Worthen, Civil Engineer, to act 
upon the Commission to examine Riverside Avenue. 

Filed. 

From the COMPTROLLER of the City, notifyng the Depart
ment, that he had appointed Mr. Charles H. Haswell, Civil 
Engineer, to act upoa said Commission. 

Filed. 

From Mr. Charles H. Haswell, accepting his appointment 
upon said Commission. 

Filed. 

From Mr. Montgomery A. Kellogg, stating that on account 
of other engagements, he is unable to accept the appointment 
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on the Commission of Civil Engineers, to examine the con
struction of Riverside A. venue. 

Filed. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following preamble and 
resolution : 

Whereas, Mr. Montgomery A. Kellogg, ,has declined to ac
cept his appointment upon the Commi~sion of Civil Engineers 
to examine and report upon the construction of Riverside 
Avenue. 

Resotued, That Mr .. John Bogart, Civil Engineer, be, and he 
hereby is, appointed in his place and stead. 

(Minutes, Nov. 27, 1878, p. 382.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Five Points Park. 

J. J. Schillinger. 

From the COMPTROLLER of the City, as follows: 

CITY OF NEW YORK, } 
FINANCE DEPARTME~T, COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, 

December 3, 1878. 
To the Department of Public Parks: 

Gentlemen,-Iu pursuance of the communication from the Departmeut of Public 
Parks, and the letter inclosed from the Law Department advising a settlement of 
the claim of John J. Schillinger, I hav~ caused the facts connected with the case 
to be examined, and after a full investig'atiol1, and with the concurrence of the 
Counsel to the Corporation, have fixed -upon the sum of $2,015.40 as the proper 
amount to be paid in full settlement of such claim, and upon a requisition by the 
Department of Public Parks for such amount, payment will be made by this office 
to Mr. Schillinger, whose attomey agrees t" diseontinue on receiving the money. 

Will you draw a requisition therefor and oblige, 
Yours respectfully, 

(Minutes, Nov. 20, 1878, p. 367.) 

.JOHN KELLY, 

Comp:;"O'!el·. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 

to the Auditing Committee. 
Adopted. 
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Drain in College street, 24th Ward. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation in answer to a com

munication from the President, as follows : 

Hon. JAMES F. WE!'MA!', 

LAW DF.PARTMENT, t 
OFFICE OF THE COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION, f 

NEW YORK, November 25. 1878. 

Presideut of the Department of Public Pa1·ks: 
Sir,-I duly received your communication of the eighteeuth instant, with its 

inclosures, from which the following facts appear. 
On November, 1876, the Mayor approved a resolution of the Board of Alder

men directinp; the Park Department to drain certain lands neal' Fordham, in the 
Twenty.fourth Ward, by other means than sewers, as authorized by Chapter 
566, Laws of 11l71, and Chapter Ml4, Laws of 1875. This work was let on con
tract. and has been completed, but the assessment list has not yet been sent to 
the Board of Assessors. Prior to such direction of the Common Council, Mr. 
James IIJland, who resides in the distl'ict to be drained, obtained from the Presi
dent of the Park Department permission to lay a drain for the purpose of 
taking the water off hb own land. Tills drain iB now connected with, and forms 
part of, a system of dmins constructed by the Departme.nt, and Mr. Hyland now 
applies to the Departm~nt to be repaid the cost he was put to in building the 
drain which he constructed. You request to be advised whether the Park 
Department has any power or anthority to comply with Mr. Hyland's request. 

I am of the opinion that nnder existing laws the moneys expended by Mr. 
Hyland cannot be included in the assessment which is to be laid to cover the ex
pense of draining said lands. The papers transmitted with your letter are 
herewith returned. 

I am, sir, yonrs respectfully, 
W. C. WHITNEY, 

Counsel to the Oorporation. 

(Minutes, Oct. 2, 1878, p. 275.) 
Filed. 

Inspection of Steam Boiler. 

From the Police Department, certifying to the inspection of 
the steam boiler in the workshops in Transverse Road No.3. 

Filed. 

Fel'rets. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending that three 

pail' of ferrets be purchased for the purpose of hunting the rats 
from the Arsenal building, Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT movec1 that three pair of ferrets, to be select
ed by the Director of the Menagerie, be purchased for the pur

pose recommended by the Superintendent of Parks. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-S. 

Wm. Hart. 

John Gibbons. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending that Wil
liam Hart, painter, and John Gibbons, laborer, who have been 
absent for more than three days, be restored. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said William Hart, painter, and 
John Gibbons, laborer, be restored to work. 

The PRESJDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 1,Yenman, Wetmore, Lane.-3. 

Riverside Avenue. 

From the Superintending Engineer of Riverside Avenue, 
recommending the Department to authorize masonry, &c., on 
said work to be continued after the first of December, if, 
in his judgment, the weather should be suitable for doing 
so. 

Laid over. 

Battery Park. 

New York Elevated Railroad Co. 

From Mr. Walter Katte, Chief Engineer of the New York 
Elevated Railroad Company, £ubmitting the original permit 
granted by the Department of Public 'Yorks, for the removal 
of the two receiving basins on the Battery Park. 

(Minutes, Nov. 27,1878, p. 383.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be filed, and 
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that said permit be returned to the New York Elevated Rail
road Company. 

Adopted. 

City Hall Park. 

From Mr. E. H. Wootton, as follows: 

NEW YORK MASTIC WORKS, 
E. H. \V OOTTON, l'rop,·ietor. 

Genuine Neuchatel Asphalt. 
31 BROAD STREET, l 

NEW YORK, 30 November, 1878. 5 
JAMES F. WEImAN, Esq., 

President, and the Commissioners of the 
Dtpa,·tment oj Public Parks, New York: 

Gentlemen :-1 would reopectfully make the following proposal for paving a 
certain piece of sidewalk in City Hall Park, on the north side of the Post Office 
building. 

I will put down my genuiue Neuchatel Rock yIastic, half of one inch in thick
ness, on a four-inch concrete base, and will do the work in a manner equal in every 
respect to that of the sidewalks of the same material in Paris, Vienna, Brussels, 
London, and other European cities. I will undertake this at my own expense, 
and should it not prove elltirdy satisfactory to you, I will take it up again and 
will make no charge of any kind. 

In case it does prove satisfactory, and an appropriation should be made which 
would cover the expense of the work, I would deem it proper, in justice to myself, 
to submit a bill for the same, not to exceed fifteen cents per squal-e foot. 

Yours respectfully, 
E. H. WOOTTON_ 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had accepted Mr. Wootton's 
proposal and authorized him to proceed with the work, on 
condition that the Department should not be called upon to 
decide whether the pavement is satisfactory until three months 
after the same is completed. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the President's action 

, in the matter be approved and adopted by the Board. 
(Minutes, July 10, 1878, p. 130.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes- Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, and Lane-3. 
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Menagerie-Bridle Road. 

From Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, recommenuing that the sen. lions 

in the Menagerie be removed from their present position in 

the :Menagerie, Centml Park, for the reason that they are so 

Ilear the brielle road len.c1ing from Fifth Avenue and Fifty-ninth 

Street, that they frighten the horses. Also recommending that 

the light wire fence on the side of the bridle road at that 

place be replaced by a more substantial fence which horses 
would see. 

AI'lo from the Director of the Menagerie reporting upon said 
communication. 

(Minutes, Aug. 28, 1878, p. 216.) 

Referred to the President, with power. 

Skates, &c., on Central Park· 

From Mr. August Braun, applying for permission to supply 

skates and skating chairs upon the Central Park during the 
coming season. 

(Minutes, Dec. 12, 1877, p. 436.) 

Referred to the President, with power. 

Thomas Clark. 

From Mr. Thomas Olark, painter, who was injured whi.le at 

work on the Museum of Natural History building, asking to be 

allowed full time. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said Thomas Clark, be allowed 

half~time and pay, until the further order of the Board. 
(Minutes, Nov. 13, 1878, p. 358.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determiner1 in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereuf, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners vVenman, Wetmore and Lane-3. 

E. L. Heusner. 

From Mr. John Weber and others, recommending that Mr. 



396 [ Wednesday, 

E. L. HeUilner be employed in the Department as an engmeer. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, Nov. 27, 1878, p. 383.) 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of th", Auditing Committee, 
presented the following two reports. 

'1.'he Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
enmined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

American District Telegraph Company, 

rent and serviceS!. . .. . ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... 

Bartlett Lamp Manufacturing Company, 

lamp tops ...................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .... 

Claflin, H. B. & Co., towels .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... 

Cheever, John H., wharfage .......... Const. Bridges over 

H. R ........ . 

Crombie, Thos. J., timber ............ Museum of Art .. , . 

City Parks lmpt. 

F ............ . 

Colwell, W. H. & Son, lumber, &c .... Maint.., &c., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

Devlin, John B., moving stone ....... Const. Bridges over 

H.R ., ...... 

Gonig, J. A. Prof., veterinary services .. Maint. and Govmt.. 

P. and P ..... 

Handibode, P., Coal .............. " . Maint. and Govmt. 

$19 40 

4 UO 

P. and P..... $19950 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 14 25 

Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Impts. 

aud !\iaiut ... , 57 00 

$29 82 

150 00 

2 60 

16 no 

23 41) 

144 41 

298 85 

75 55 
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Irwin, W m., petty expenses. . . . . . .. . .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .... 

Maint., &c., 28d 

and 24th Wards 

Keuffel & .Esser, engineer's supplies .... Tompkins Square 

McNab & Harlin Manufacturing Com-

'pany, plumbing materials ......... Tompkins Square 

Matt, J. L., Iron Works, covers and 

frames ....•............... _ ....... Tompkins Square 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, jet, stove and 

zinc. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . ........ M aint. and Govmt. 

$76 20 

16 64 

92 84 

11 52 

11 93 

47 52 

P. and P..... 195 32 

Murphy & Nesbit, brick and cement. " .Tompkins Square $232 50 

Museum of Art. . 52 95 

City Parks Imp. 

F............. 23 50 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., meter 

gas .•• " .....•..•• '" .•..•........ Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ...... 

Pratt, Chas., &- Co., oil. ............... Tompkins Square. 

Museum of Art .. 

Salamander Works, drain pipe ......... Tompkins Square. 

Talcott, James C., hay and oats .•.. , ... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ..•. 

Van Tassel & Kearney, blankets ..... " Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .•.. 

R.ECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .. 

Harlem River Bridges Repairs, Improvement and Mainten-

ance ......•........ .•..................••••...... 

Maintenance Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards ..... 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 'l'wenty-third and Twenty-fourth 

Wards ....................................... .. 

$10 60 

10 30 

$8('3 40 

57 00 

91 36 

14 25 

308 95 

30 00 

30 90 

'7 81 

67 22 

7 50 

$1,712 89 
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Museum of Art ••..........••• 

City Parks Improvement Fund .................. _. ___ . 

Tompkins Sqnare .. _ •.•.... _. . •.•. _ ...•............. 

Construction Bridges over Harlem river ............... " 

[ Wednesday, 

7235 

37 80 

321 88 

314 85 

$1,'712 89 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of seventeen hundred and twelve dol. 

lars and eighty -nine cents. 

S. E: LANE, t Auditing 
SAML. CONOVER, f OommilU!e. 

NEW YORK, December 4th, 1878. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bill, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Jones, Cllas., and Thos. P. McQuade, 

labor and materials. _ ............... Brook Ave. Sewer. $6,585 53 

$6,585 53 

Amounting to the sum of sixty-five hundred and eighty-five dollars and fifty 

three cents. 

S. E. LANK, 

NEW YORK, December 4th, 1878. 

} 
Auditing 
Oommittee. 

The above mentioned bills having 'been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
thel? to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayea-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 
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Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks in account with 

Smith Eo Lane, Treasurer. 

18'18. CR. 
Nov. 20. By balance .••• o. 0 •••• 0' "0" 0" • 0 " 0 o. 0" • $1,21'1 20 

No
D
v.20

4
to t " cash received from licenses and ,permits.. .. . 21 19 

ec. . 5" 
-- $1,288 39 

DR, 

NoDV. 20
4
to 1 To cash paid, expenses monumenting Fox estatE!: $438 00 

ec .. 5' 
Dec. 4. " balance. 0 • o. 0 • 0" 0 • 0" 0 .......... 0 •••• " 800 39 

-- $1,238 39 

Cash in drawer. 0 0 0"'.", 0......... ••••••••• $21 19 

" .. Bank of Metropolis ........... 0 • • • • • •• '7'79 20 

$800 39 

S. E. LANE, 

Treasurer D. p, P. 

NEW YORK, Wednesday, December 4, 18'78,9.30 A. M. 

Morris Doyle; Michael Cavanagh 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that he had appointed 
Morris Doyle as a laborer with a horse and cart on Central 
Park, in place of Madin Doyle, who had been injured while at 
work; also that he had appointed Michael Cavanagh as night 
watchman on the boring machine for the bridge over Harlem 
River, in place of Lawrence ,Kehoe, who left work; and he 
moved that his action be approved. 

(Minutes, Nov. 27, 1878, p. 380.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-OQI4missioner& Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3o 
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W m. Florence. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That -William . Florence be appointed a laborer in 
the 'rwenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, in place of John 
Halloran, who has left work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to Eaid resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting III 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Battery Park. 

New Y or k Elevated Railroad Co. 

As directed by the Board on the 20th day of November, 

1878, the Secretary presented and read a draft. of an agreement 

with the New York Elevated Railroad Company for the re

moval and rebuilding of the two receiving basins and one 

drinking fountai.n on the Battery Park. 
(Minutes, Nov. 20, 1878, p. 377.) 

Commissioner LANE then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the draft agreement with the New York 
Elevated Railroad Company, for the removal and rebuilding of 
two receiving basins and one drinking fountain on the Battery 
Park, this d'lY presented to the Board, be, and hereby is, ap
proved, and that the President be, and he hereby is, authorized 
to sign the same in duplicate, for and on behalf of this Depart
ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane.-3. 

Riverside A venue. 

Commissioner LANE, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the contract, plans and specifications, 
opinions of the Corporation Counsel, proceedings of the Board, 
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and all other documents relating to the Riverside Drive con
tract, be placed at the disposal of the Commission of Engi
neers, appointed to examine the work, and that a room be 
assigned for their use by the President, and that the officers of 
the Department be, and they are hereby, directed to comply 
with this resolution, and to further its object. 

(Minutes, Dec. 4, 1878, p. 390.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 11.15 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 11th inst., at 9.30 
o'clock A.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAV, DECEMBER lUh, 1878. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK, A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" CONOVER. 

" LANE. 

Suspension Bridge. 

Oil motion of the President the reading of the minutes was 
suspended, and the following gentlemen were received, namely, 

Hon. Henry G. Stebbins, Messrs. Lewis G. Morri', Andrew H. 
Green, Franklin Edson, Gustav Schwab and Frederick W. 
Devoe. They presented a petition urging the immediate com
pletion of the suspension bridge over Harlem River, north of 

the High Bridge, which was received and filed. They ad
dressed t,he Board in support of the object of the petition, and 
then retired. 

(Minutes, Nov. 29, 1875, p. 438, and March 30, 1876, p. 714.) 

Minutes. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, of the 4th inst., were 
then read and approved. 

The following communications were then presented and 
read: 

Battery Park. 

New York Elevated Railroad Company. 

From the Clerk of the Common Oouncil/ forwarding a copy 
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of the following resolution, which had been approved by his 

Honor the Mayor on the 5th December, 1878, namely: 
Resolved, That the De-partment of Public Parks be, and they are hereby, directed 

to inform tbis Board, at its next meeting, whether they have given any authority 
to the New York Elevated Railroad Company to occupy any portion of the 
Battery Park othEr than that granted in the year 1876; and if so, by what 
authority, 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had replied to said resolution 

by forwarding a copy of the document of the Board, No. 80, 
and the proceedings of the Department in relation thereto. 

Commissioner CONOVER. moved that the action of the Presi

dent be approved. 

Adopted. 
(Minutes, Nov. 20, 1878, p. 371.) 

Lighting the Parks. 

From his Honor the Mayor, in reply to a communication 

from the President, requesting that the Gas Commission sbould 

assume the lighting of the public lamps on the parks, &c., for 

the year 1879, and inclosing a communication from the Com

missioner of Public W or ks, of which the following is a copy, 

nfl,mely: 

Hon. SMITII ELY, Jr., Jlayor : 

DEPARnfE:;T OF PL'BLIC IV" ORKS, t 
NEW YORK, December 7th, 1878. f 

Sir,-In regard to the communication from the Department of Pnblic Parks 
under date of December 5th, and which is addre,;sed to the Mayor, ~jomptroller 
and Commissioner of Public 'Yorks, reque,;ting that the Gae Commission as:5ume 
the lighting of the public parks and places from January 1st next. I have the 
honor to state, 

Pint.-That the e~timate made up by the Department of Public Works for the 
year 1879 did not include any amount for lig hting the parks. However, I am will
ing to aSSullle such lighting from and after )lay 1st next (except the Central Park). 

Second.-It seems to me that there is a question of doubt whether we can com
pel the se,-eral gas companies to light the park lamps for the four months COIll

mencing January 1st at the rates fixed in existing contracts. The price of the 
New York Gas Company for park lamps is $12 for eight months, while our con
tract price is :\;12 for twelye months. The Manhattan Gas Company has a con
tract for the district between Grand and Thirty-fourth Streets at $12 per annum, 
but this company failed to send any proposal to the Departments of Parks for the 
lamps in parks in said district; and sucb lamps are now lighted by Mntual Gas 
Company. 

In order to ayoid any complications, it appears to me that it would be best for 
the Departments of Parks to keep control of the park lamps until lYIay 1st next, 
and then these lamps can be included in the call for proposals by the Gas Com
mission for the year commencing May 1st, 1879. 

Filed. 

Yours very respectfully, 
ALLAN CAMPBELL, 

Commissioner of Public Works, 
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The PRESIDENT theu offered the following resolution: 

"Resolved, That the Treasurer be, and he hereby is, author
ized to issue orders to the several gas companies who have 
contracts with the Department for 1878, for the lighting of the 
same number of lamps during the month of January, 1879, as 
they light at present, and upon the terms mentioned in their 
contract. 

Minutes, April 26, 1878, p. 757.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Oonover, Lane-3. 

Surveying, laying out, &c., 1877. 

Transfer. 

From [the Oomptroller of the Oity, stating that there are 

certain bills chargeable to the appropriation for Surveying, 

Laying out, &c., of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, 

for 1877, and that said appropriation has been all expended 

eX(jept .the sum of $8.13, and requesting the Department to 

make application to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 

for a transfer to that appropriation of a sum sufficient to pay 

said bills. 
The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
be, and hereby is, requested to transfer the S11m of $172.18 
from the appropriation for" Maintenance and Government of 
Parks and Places" for 1877, for the purpo~e of which it is not 
required, to the appTOpriation for" Surveying, Laying out and 
Monum6nting Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth "\Vards, indud
ing north end of this island," for 1877, which is insufficient. 

(Minutes, January 30, 1878, p. 569.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

aoree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
o 

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting III 

favor thereof, as follows. 
Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Oonover, Lane-3. 
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From the Commissioner of Public Works, as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, 

NEW YORK, Dec. 5, 1878. 
Hon. JAMER F. WENMAN, 

President Dep't Public Parks: 
Sir,-I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 30th ult., in reply to 

mine of 26th ult., in reference to a proposed change in the grade of Ninety.sixth 
Street, between the Riverside Drive and Twelfth Avenue. 

Upon further examination of the laws relating to this matter, I find that by Sec-
5, Chap. 697, Laws of 18(;7, the Commissioners of the Central Park were author
ized, upon the written consent of the owners of two-thirds of the property fronting 
on any street, or part of a street, to chftng-e the g-radc of such street or part 
thereof; alld this power was transferred to the Department of Public Works by 
Chap. 872 of the Laws of 1872. The property on each side of the desired change 
of grade is the lliverside Park, owned by the City and under the control of yonr 
Department. 

I, therefore, respectfully submit for your action and signature the inclosed 
written consent to the proposed chnnge of grade; and as soon as it is duly signed 
and retul'l1ed to this Department, I will proceed to make and establish the change 
of grade in the manner prescriber! by Sec. 5, Chap. 697, Laws of 1$67. 

Very respectfully, 
ALLAN CAMPBELL, 

Commissioner of Public Works. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks, for and Oll 

behalf of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City 
of New York, hereby consents to the change of the grade of 
Ninety-sixth Street, between Riverside Avenue and Twel£t,h 
Avem~e, so that said street shall be four feet lower at Twelfth 
Avenne than its established grade is at present; and that the 
President of the Department be, and he hereby is, authorized 
to sign a consent for said purpose, for and on behalf of this 
Department. 

(Minutes, Nov. 27, 1878, p. 380.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it wa.s determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Abingdon Square. Cooper Union Park. 

Bridge at Mill Brook, One Hundred and Seventy-fifth Street. 

From the Health Department, forwarding a complai~t to 

this Department concerning the condition of the public urinal 
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in Cooper Union Park; concerning dead trees on the east side
walk of Abingdon Square; and concerning the condition of the 

bridge across Mill Brook at One Hundred and Seventy-fifth 
Street, in the Twenty-fourth Ward. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the complaint with reference to 

the public urinal in Cooper Union Park be referred to the 
Superintendent of Parks for his report; that the dead trees on 

the east sidewalk of Abingdon Square be removed; and that 

the complaint concerning the bridge across Mill Brook be re

ferred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 'l'wenty
fourth Wards for his report. 

Adopted. 

Riverside Avenue 

From Mr. John Bogart, Civil Engineer, accepting his ap
pointment on the Commission to examine the work of the con
struction of Riverside Avenue. 

(Minutes, Dec. 4, 1878, p. 301.) 

Filed. 

From Mr. J obn Bogart, Civil Engineer, Secretary of the 

Commission appointed to examine the work of the construction 

of Riverside Avenue, inclosing a copy of a letter said Commis
sion had received from Commissioner Lane, asking the 

Commission to app0int a time to hear him in relation to the 
matters submitted to their consideration, and stating that, in 
accordance with said request, the Commission had appointed 
three o'clock P. M., December !:Jth, for that purpose, and had 
invited the other Commissioners to be present at the same time. 

The PRESIDENT stated that on receipt of said communication 
he had replied, in writing, to Mr. Bogart, declining the invita
tion to be present on behalf of himself and Commissioners 

Wetmore and Conover; and he moved that said correspond
ence be entered at length on the minutes. 
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1'he PR1~SIOENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, a 

majority of the members of the Boanl not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover-2. 

No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Manhattan Square. 

From the Superintending Architect, submitting a design for 
the improvement of Manhattan Square. 

Laid over. 

Tompkins Square. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that he requires 
immediately, for the purpose of planting trees on Tompkins 
Square, 600 cubic yards of garden mould, for which he made 

requisition last month. 

Filed. 

Anthony Matthews. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending that 
Anthony Matthews, laborer on Tompkins Square, who had 
been absent for more than three days, on account of sickness, 

be restored to work. 
The PRESIDENT moved that Anthony Mathews, laborer, be 

restored to work. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

William Hart. 

From Mr. William Hart, painter, resigning his position in 
the Department. 

(Minutes Dec. 4, 1878, p. 393.) 

Accepted. 
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City Hall Park. 

From Mr. E. H. Wootton, accepting the arrangement made 

with him by the President for laying a pavement on the walk 

of the City Hall Park immediately north of the Post Office. 
(Minutes, Dec. 4, 1878, p. 394.) 

Filed. 

Mott Avenue Sewer. 

Frum Mr. William E. Rider, protesting against building 

of receiving basins in connection with the sewer in Mott 

Avenue. 
(Minutes, Oct. 24, 1877, p. 363.) 

Referred to the Engineer of Constr~ction for his report. 

Spuyten Duyvil Parkway. 

From Mrs. H. N. Kellogg, protesting against the acquiring 

of the title to and the opening of Spuyten Duyvil Parkway. 
(Minutes, April 17, p. 735.) 

Filed. 

Museum of. Natural History. 

From Mr. William A. Haines, Chairman of the ComlLittee 

on Plans of the American Museum of Natural History, re

questing that Valentine's felt weather strips be placed in all 

the windows of the Museum of Natural History building aboye 

the basement, and of two of t.he windows of the basement, 

at a cost not to exceed $175. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Treasurer be authorized to 

issue an order to have said weather strips placed in the 

windows of the Museum of Natural History building, .as 

requested by Mr. Haines, and at a cost not to exceed $175. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye8,-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3 • 
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Jerome .Avenue. Trees. 

From Mr. Leonard Jerome, forwarding a communication 

from Mr. Charles N. Bathgate, in which he states that Mr. 

Horace B. Claflin has some fine elm trees, whir-h he is willing 

to present to the Department if they are planted at once on 

Jerome Avenue. 

Commissioner LANE moved that said offer be accepted, with 

the thanks of the Commissioners, that the Superintending 

Gardener be directed to have said trees planted on Jerome 

Avenue, and that the Superintendent of the Twenty-third 

and Twenty-fuurth Wards be directed to furnish him with such 

assistance as he may need for that purpose. 
(Minutes, Nov. 20, 1878, p. 369.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner .. Wenman, Conover, Lane-3 . 

.Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing ComlJlittee beg leave to report that they 
have examined and audited the following bills, and submit the 
same to the Board for approval: 
Bell, Martin, harness repairs ........... Maint. 23d &; 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Oroes, J. James R., petty expenses ...... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d &; 

24th Wards, '77 

Crouch &; Fitzgerald, mail bag .......... Maint. 23d &; 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Devlin, John B., edging ............... Tompkins Square 

Devlin, Johu B, labor and material. " .Third Avenue bet. 

134th &; 135th 

Sts. and 134th 

&; 135th Streets 

sewers ....... . 

$13 25 

72 52 

5 00 

675 12 

.. 
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Gordon, Robt., Acting· Treasurer, ex-

penses Museum of Art .........•••. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....•• 
Gunther, C. G. Sons, buffalo robe, ..... Main\'. aud Govmt . 

. P. and P ..... . 

Harlem Gas Light Company, meter, gas, Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Handibode, P., coaL .. '. . . .. ..' ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. & 

$10 III 

M............ 105 

Tompkins Square 2 80 

Keuffel & Esser, repairs to compass ... , Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Keuffel & E~ser steel tapes .••........ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ , 

Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ........ Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Moffat, David & Co., leather ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P-andP .. , ... 

Mullane, John, feed, hay, oats and corn .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P- aud P ..... . 

Oakley, Fred. C., coaL •.......... -.... Malnt. and Govmt. 

po and P ..... . 

O'Donnell, John, milk ....... '" ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Shady, Jas. H., fish .................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Schillinger, John J" pavement ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 18'74 

Van Winkle, E. B., petty expenses ...... Monumenting Fox 

Est ........ ' .. 

Van Winkle, E. Bo, petty expenses .•.... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d & 

24th Wards ... 

Youn~, ehBs. C., bread and crackers .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

119 00 

25 00 

20 80 

14 00 

1 12 

36 00 

24 Oil 

6 48 

290 97 

14 21l 

12 00 

11 16 

2,015 40 

34 60 

8 88 

48 46 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ..... . 

Maintenance Twenty.third and Twenty.fourth Wards .... . 

Surveying, Laying.out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ........ . 

Tompkins Square ............ , . . .. . .. . ............. . 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . .. . . .. . . .. . ......... . 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Mainte· 

nance ..... >...... , ......... ' ................ . 
Surveying, Laying out, etc., Twenty.third and Twenty· 

[ Wednesday, 

~559 39 

42 30 

3 83 

677 92 

36 00 

1 06 

fourth Wards. 1877.. .... .... .... .... .. .. . .... . .. . 72 52 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 1874,-. 2,015 40 

Third Avenue Sewer between Southern Boulevard and 

One Hundred amI Thirty-fifth Street, and One Hun· 

dred and Thirty·fourth and One Hundred and Thirty. 

fifth Streets Sewers.. . .. . . .. . . .. . . ...... . . ... .... 1,536 52 

Monumenting Fox Estate.. . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . ... '.... 34 60 

-- $4.97953 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of forty-nine hundred and seventy

nine dollars and fifty·three cents. 

S. E. LANE, } Auditing 
SAML. CONOVER, Committee. 

New York, December lIth, 1878. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Seeretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Oonover, Lane-3. 

E. B. Jennings, S. S. Haight, J. H. Clabby, 

P. R. Buckelew, Thomas Fox. 

The PRESIDENT reported, verbally, that On account of th~ E?~" 

~, 



December 11, 1878.J 413 

haustion of the appropriation he had been obliged to suspend 

the following employes: 

S. S. Haight, Assistant Engineer. 
E. B'-Jennings. Draughtsman, 
Jas. H. Clabby, Ohainman. 
P. R. Buckelew, Assistant. 

And that he had transferred Thomas Fox, Assistant, to the 
work on Brook Avenu(3 sewer, from which work he had been 

temporarily taken to assist in monumenting the" Fox Estate." 
(Minntes, Au~ 21,28, and November 13, 1878, p. 208, 213 and 356.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the action of the Presi

dent, as reported by him, be approved, and that said employes 
who had been suspended, be discharged from the employment 
of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Third Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Board of Commissioners 
of the Department of Public Parks, the interests of the public 
demand the opening of rrhird A.venue in the Twenty-third 
Ward, from the Harlem Hivei' to One Hundred and Forty
seventh Street, wherever the same has not been heretofore 
legally opened, and that the President be, and he hereby is, 
authorized and directed to instruct the Counsel to the Corpora
tion to commence and prosecute proceerlings to acquire the 
title for the use of the public thereto, wherever the same has 
not been heretofore legally opened; and that the President be, 
and hereby is, authorized to sign the petition to the Supreme 
Court for that purpose, for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, November 20, 1878, p. 366.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Fourth Avenue Parks. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the proposal (No.2) of Messrs. Wills and 
Dyer for the mason and granite work for four parks in Fourth 
Avenue be accepted as the lowest bid; that the contr!l.ct there
for be, and hereby is, awarded to said Wills and Dyer, and 
that the President be, and hereby is, authorizl~d to execute the 
same for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, December 4, 1878, p. 389.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 'Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 
The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.6) of Messrs. John J. Bowes 

and Brother for the iron work for four parks in Fourth Avenue 
be accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract therefor be, 
and hereby is, awarded to said John J. Bowes and Brothel', and 
that the President be, and hereby is, autho~'ized to execute the 
same for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Miuutes, December 4, 1878, p. 390.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Conover, Lane-3. 

Battery Park. 

New York Elevated Railroad Company. 

Commissioner LANE presented a sketch showing the position 
of two trees near the road of the New York Elevated 
Railroad Company on the Battery Park, and stated that in 
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con seqence of the company being about to place wider cars on 
their road, it would be necessary to move said trees, and he 
moved that said subject be referred to the President to ex
amine, and report. 

(Minutes, December 4, 1878, p. 400.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 12 
o'clock M., to meet on Wednesday, the 18th inst., 9.30 A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P . 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER IS, IS78. 

REGULAR MEETING, 9: 30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 

" CONOVER. 

" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 11th inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Surveying, Laying-out, &c., 1877. Transfer. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution, which 
had been adopted by that Board on the 13th inst., namely: 

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred and sennty-two dollars and eighteen 
cents be, and the same is hereby, transferred from the appropriation made to the 
Department of Public Parks for the year 1877, entitled" Maintenance and Govern
ment of Park",and Places," which is in excess of the amount required for the pur
poses and objects thereof, to the appropriation made to the same Department for 
the year 1877, entitled" Surveying, Laying-out and Monumenting Twenty-third 
and Twenty-fourth Wards, &c., which is insufficient. 

(Minutes, Dec. 11th, 1878, p. 405.) 

Filed. 
Estimates for 1879. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, informing the Department that an opportunity would 
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be afforded to be heard in relation to the estimates of 1879, at 

a meeting to be held on the 16th inst. 
(Minutes, Oct. 2, 1878, p. 282.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had attended before the Board 

of Estimate and Apportionment at the meeting of that Board 
held on the 16th inst., and urged the necessity of granting the 

amounts asked for in the Departmental Estimates for 1879, 

and he moved that said communication be filed. 

Adopted. 

Matt Avenue Sewer. -

From the Engineer of Oonstruction, reporting upon the com· 

munication of Mr. W m. E. Rider, who requested that no re
ceiving basins be built in connection with the sewer in Mott 

aVt'nue, in which he says: "I think it would be better to have 

more rather than less of these basins built." 
(Minutes, December 11, 1878, p. 409.) 

Filed. 

Dennis Eagan. 

From the Engineer of Oonstruction, recommending that 
DeLnis Eagan be employed to take charge of the crew on the 
boring machine, and stating that he was employed in that 

capacity by the Department of Docks, and that his pay was 
35 cents per hour. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said Dennis Eagan be employed 
on said boring machine as a laborer, and that his pay be fixed 
at 35 cents per hour. 

(Minutes, Nov. 27, 1878, p, 319.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Bourd would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative , 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 
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Bridge at Mill Brook and 175th St, 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, reporting that the bridge over Mill Brook, at 

One Hundred and Seventy-fifth street, concerning which a 

complaint had been received from the Health Department, was 
repaired. 

(Minutes, December 11, 1878, p. 406.) 

Filed. 

Keyron Delaney. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, stating that Martin Dorney, laborer, had left 

work, and requesting that Keyron Delaney be appointed in his 
place. 

(Minutes, November 20th, 1878, p. 368.) 

Filed. 

John Morgan. 

From the Snperintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, stating that John Morgan, laborer, was absent 

from work for more than three days on account of sickness, 
and recommending that he be re::,tored. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said John Morgan, laborer, be 

restored to work. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Owen Carr. 

From Foreman Patrick Flanagan, stating that Owen Carr, 
laborer, had been absent for more than three days, on account 

of sickness, and now desires to return to work. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said Owen Carr, laborer, be re

stored to work. 

'rhe PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Thomas Clark. 

From Mr. Thomas Clark, painter, asking to be allowed the 

sum of $23.25, which had been deducted from his pay for time 

lost on account of the injuries he met with while at work on 

the Museum of Natural History building. 
(Minutes, Dec. 4, 1878, p. 395.) 

Referred to the Superintendent of Parks for his report. 

Manhattan Square. 

From Mr. Samuel B. Ruggles and other owners of property 

in the neighborhood of :Manhattan Square, requesting the De

partment to apply to the Board of Estimate and Apportion

ment to include in the estimates for 187\:J a sum of $50,000 for 

the improvement and regulation of Manhattan Square. 

Commissioner LA~E offered the following resolutions: 

Resolced, That a respectful application be, and is hereby, 
made to the Board of Estimate and. Apportionment to appro
priate and include in the estimates of the Department of Public 
Parks for the year 1879 the sum of fifty thousand dollars for 
the improvement of Manhattan Square. 

Resolved, That a copy of the memorial of property owners, 
requesting this Boarel to make such application be transmitted 
b the Board of Estimate and Apportionment. 

(Minutes, Dec. 11, 1878, p. 408.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolutions, and it was determined III the affirm-
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ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

H. Barber. 

From Hiram Barber, M. D., requesting that he be reinstated 
in his former position of "Surgeon of Police." 

(Minutes, July 31,1878, p. 180.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. Braunsclorf & Metz, calling attention to their 
former complaint concerning the giving of the order for the 
construction of cases for the Museum of Natural History 
building to another party, and asking that the matter be inves
tigated. 

(Miuutes, July 17, 1878, p. 136.) 

Commissioner Wetmore then offered the following resolu
tion: 

Resolved, That it be referrell to Commissioner Conover to 
examine and report at the next meeting of the Board all facts 
in relation to the bids reL'eived for the conBtruction of cases for 
the Museum of Natural History building, the order for which 
wa::; given to Mr. William Schwarzwaelder. 

The PREEIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners vVenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
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examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval : 

Central G.as Light Co., gas, Nov ........ Harlem RB.,Reps. 

Impt.and M ... $46 6'7 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ............. HarlemRB.,Reps. 

Impt. and M ... $5 80 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &OP ••..•••• 135 00 

140 80 

Donaldson, Thos., '" Son, wicks ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &OP •••••••• 1 50 

Gold and Stock Telg. Co., rent of liue ... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. &0 P ....... . 62 50 

Harlem Gas Light Co., Gas, Oct ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &0 P ....... . $5'7 02 

Harlem RB.,Reps. 

Impt. andM ... 33 60 

gO 6'7 

Handren '" Ripley, clutch .......•..••• Const. B. over 

H.R .•.....••• 13 66 

Harmer, Hays'" Co., thread ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. '" P .....••. 1 46 

Keuffel &; Esser, plumets and tapes .... Const. B. over 

H.R ......... . 28 60 

King, Briggs &0 Co., files ............. , .Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &0 P ....... . 9 53 

Merchant, S. L. &; Co., Portland cement. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ••• -..... 11 60 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, Oct .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P .. &; P ....... . 130 00 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., meter gas .• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &;P ........ '11 80 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, iron and rivets.Maint. and Govmt. 

P. "'P ....... . 13011 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, stove and fix 

tures .............................. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... 28 ISO 

Murphy &; Nesbit, brick .....•••.•••..• Maint. and Govmt. 

p. &;P ..•.••.. IS 60 
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New York Gas Light Co., gas, Nov ..•.. Maint. and Govmt 

P. & P ....... . 

N. Y. Mntnal Gas Light Co., gas, Nov .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ....... . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., meter gas .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ......•. 

Schwarzwaelder, W., cases ............. Museum of Natural 

History ....... 

Seaman, .John A., nails, brooms, &c ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &; P ........ $45 04 

Harlem R.B.,Reps. 

Impt. and M ... 5 00 

Seaman, John A., axe and handle ....... Const. B. over 

H.R ....... .. 

Whitney, A. R., iron .................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ....... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . . .. . .. $1,127 83 

Harlem River Bridges, repairs, Impt. and Maint.......... 91 02 

Museum Natural History ....... , .... , . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 1,538 00 

Construction of Bridges over Harlem River. . . .. . . .. . . . . . 38 91 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . 35 10 

828 50 

213 911 

45 00 

1,1S38 00 

50 04 

1 76 

7 91 

$2,880 86 

--- $2,830 86 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty.eight hundred and thirty 

dollars and eighty-six cents. 

S. E. LANE, 

.Auditing Committee. 

New York, December 18, 1878. 

Audited, except bill of W. Schwarzwaelder for $1,538. 

SAMUEL CONOVER, 

.Auditing Committet. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the bill of Mr. Wm. Schwarz. 

waelder for $1,538, mentioned in the report of the Auditing 
Committee, be laid over. 

The PnEsIDENT put the question whether tho Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aycs--Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 
Na-Commissioner Lane-I. 

The above mentioned bills, with the exception of said bill 
of Wm. Schwarzwaelder for $1,5B8, having been read and 

passed on separately, the President moved that the Board do 

now approve of said bills, with the exception of said bill of 
Wm. Schwarzwaelder, and that the Secretary he directed to 

transmit all said bills so approved to the Finance Department 

for payment. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

.-4. 

Treasurer's Report, 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was or
dered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Pa'rks in account ,uitl! 

Smith E. Lane, Treasurer, 

18'78. 

Dec. 4. 

Dec. 4 to 18. 

CR. 

By balance .•••.......... , .......••..... 

" Cash received from sheep, grass, pound. 

licenses and permits .. , ......••..... 

$800 39 

60 73 

--- $86112 
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DR. 

Dec. I) to 12. To cash paid expenses monumenting Fox 

Estate. • . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . $579 87 

" into Oity Treasury. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 54 

" balance ............................ 214 7I 

Oash in d rawer. ............. ..' ..... . 

" Bank of Metropolis. . . .. .. . .... . 

-- $861 12 

$15 38 

199 33 

$214 71 

S. E. LANE, 

NEW'YORK, Wednesday, December 18, 1878, 

9;30 A. M. 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

Bernard Oarlin. M. Barry. S. Rivers. 

Foremen, laborers, &c., on Tompkins Square. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that he had made the fol

lowing appointments, transfer and snspensions, and moved 
that his action be approved, namely: 

Michael Barry, appointed night-watchman on the boring machine in place of 
Michael Oavanagh, who left work, at $1.60 per day. 

Samuel Rivers, appointed night-watchman on th~ boring machine in place of 
Michael Barry, who left work, at !31.60 per day. 

Bernard Oarlin, foreman of masons and bricklayers on Tompkins Square, trans
ferred to the Oentral and other parks. 

One general foreman, two foremen, seven labOl ers with horses and carts, and 
forty-four laborers suspended, all of whom had be,en employed on Tompkins 
Square. 

(Minutes, October 2, November 20 and December 4, pp. 291, 375 and 399.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners ,Venman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Battery Park. 

New York Elevated Railroad Company 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that the two trees oD, the 
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Battery Park, near the road of the New York Elevated Rail. 

road Company, can be moved further from the road without 

injury to the trees, and he moved that permission be given to 

said New York Elevated Railroad Company to move said 

trees at its expense and under the supervision of the Super. 

intendent of Parks. 
(Minutes, December 11, 1878, p. 414.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-

4. 
Rh"ersid~ Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resulved, That the correspondence between the Commission· 
ers of this Department and the Commission of Civil Engineers 
appointed to examine the work of constructing Riverside 
Avenue, rel~tive to the Commissioners of this Department 
expressing their views to said commission, be printed as a 
document of the Board. 

(Minutes, Dec. 11, 1878, p. 407.) 

See Document No. 82. 

The PRESIDENT IJut the question whether the Board would 

agree tu said resolution, 'tIld it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members o.f the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes- Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-B. 

No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Alexander Brennan. 

The PRERID],NT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Alexander Brennan, caretaker of the bridges 
over Cromwell's Creek, at One Hnnilred and Sixty-fifth Street, 
and at Cedar Street, be, and he hereby is, dil:\()l.larged from the 
employment of the Department. ". 

(Minutes, Nov~lPbel' 20, 1878 p. 369,) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

Riverside Avenue. 

Commissioner WETMORE offere'd the following resolution: 

Resolved, F]'hat the Superintending Engineer of Riverside 
Avenue be, and he hereby is, directed to examine and report 
the condition of said avenue between One Hundred and 
Twenty-ninth and One Hundred and Thirtieth Streets, and also 
the sewer in said portion of the avenne. 

Adopted. 

Suspension Bridge. 

Commisisoner LANE offered the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That a copy of th6 memorial of Mr. Lewis G. 

Morris and others for the construction of. a suspension bridge 
across the Harlem River at One Hundred and Eighty-first 
Street, at the point where the said bridge was located by this 
Department, and where the title to the land on which to con
strud it was acquired by the City for that purpose, be com
municated to the Comptroller of the City of New York, and 
that he be requested to take proper measures for the issue of 
bonds on account of the construction of such bridge to an 
amount not exceeding five thousand dollars, pursuant to Sec
tion third of Chapter five hundred and thirty-four of the Laws 
of 1871, to be applied in making soundings and surveys for 
the locations of the piers and determining the plan of such 
bridge. . 

Resolved, That the subject be laid over until such bonds are 
issued, and that said Lewis G. Morris and his asso()iates be 
notified of this action of the Board. 

(Minutes, Dec. 11, 1878, p.403.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, L~ne 
-4. 
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The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the memorial of Mr. Lewis G. Morris and 
others, in relation to the construction of the suspension bridge 
over Harlem River, presented at the last meeting of the 
Board, be printed as a document of the Board. 

(Minutes, Dec. 11, 1878, p. 403.) 

See Document No. 83. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes--Commi-sioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Tax Maps of the 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner LAKE stated that President Wheeler, of the 

Department of Taxes and Assessments, had called his attention 

to the provisions of Chapter 411 of the Laws of 1876, and had 

requested him to offer resolutions requesting the Board of 

Estimate and Apportionment to include in the estimates for 

the year 1879 the sum of ten thousand dollars for the pur
poses of that act, and thereupon offered the following resolu

tions: 

Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
be, and is hereby, requested to appropriate and include in the 
estimates of the Department of Public Parks, for the year 
1879, the sum of ten thousand dollars for the work of making 
mapR of the territory constituting the Twenty-third and 
'Twenty-fourth Wards, for the use of the Department of Taxes 
and Assessments, as provided by Chapter four hundred and 
eleven of the Laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-six. 

Resolued, That in the judgment and discretion of this Board, 
the said sum of ten thousand dollars is necessary to carryon 
the work authorized by the said act during the year 1879. . 

(Minutes, Sept. 13, 1877, p. 287.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Docnment No. 81. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That Document No. 81 of the Board, being the 

report written by Commissioner Conover on the investigation 
of the charges against Superintendent Dawson, and printed by 
order of the Board, be, and the same is hereby, called in and 
cancelled; its faulty English, bad grammar, illogical reason
ing and lame conclusions being a reflection on the intelligence 
and official capacity of the Commission. 

(Minutes, Nov. 27, 1878, p. 387.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Aye-Commissioner Lane-I. 
Noes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

Mr. John Taylor Johnston, the President of the Metropoli
tan Museum of Art, was then received, and submitted to the 
Commissioners a printed dn,ft of an agreement with said 
Museum for its occupation of the Museum of Art building, as 
provided by Chapter 139, Laws of 1876. 

It was mutually agreed that said draft-agreement be amended 
by substituting the words "Wednesday, 'rhursday, Friday, 
and Saturday" in place of" four days" in the fourth provision 
and also that the words "or before" be struck out of the 
eighth provision. 

Mr. Johnston then retired. 
Commissioner LANE then moved that said draft-agreement 

be further amended by adding in the fourth provision, after the 
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word "prescribe," the words "and as shall be approved by 
the party of the first part." 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, a 

majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wetmore and Lane-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Wen man and Conover-2. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the draft-contract or agreement with the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, this day submitted to the Board, 
be approved as amended; that, the President and Secretary 
of the Department be, and hereby are, authorized to exe
cute said contract or agreement, in duplicate, for and on be
half of this Department, and that when it is so executed and 
completed it be printed as a document of the Board. 

(Minutes, January 30. 1878, p. 570.) 
See Document No. 84. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 12:30 
o'clock P. M., to meet on Friday, the 27th inst., at 9:30 o'clock 
A. lIf. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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"~RIDA.Y, DECEMBER 97th, 1878. 

ADJOURNED MEETING, 9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENlUN, President. 
" CONOVER. 

" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 18th instant were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

146th Street . 

.From the Health Department, recommending that this De
partment request the adoption of an ordinance by the Common 
Council, requiring that the sidewalks of One Hundred and 
Forty-sixth Street, between Third Avenue and St. Ann's 

Avenue, be flagged, and that the curb and gutter stones be set 
thereat. 

Laid over. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

Pile Driver. 

From the Department of Docks in reply to a request from 
the President, offering to lend this Department a pile-driver 
fol' use at the site of the bridge to be built over Harlem River, 
from Madison Avenue to Oll'j Hundred and Thirty-eighth 
Street. 

(Minutes, November 27, 1878, p. 379.) 

Filed. 
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James H. Van Riper. 

From the Police Department, stating that a certificate of 

qualification as engineer to take charge of a steam boiler had 

been granted to Mr. James H. Van Riper, Mechanical Engineer. 

Filed. 

Farmer's Bridge. 

From the Engineer of Construction, reporting upon the con

dition of Farmer's Bridge, over the Harlem River, and what 

repairs are required. 

Laid over. 

Wm. Leslie. 

From the Engineer of Oonstruction, reporting that Mr. 

William Leslie, licensed plumber, to whom a permit had been 

issued to make a house connection with the Mott Avenue sewer, 

had made said connection, and covered up the work before the 

hOl1r appointed with the Inspector of Sewer Openings, and had 

refused to uncover the work again. 

That he also discovered Mr. Leslie on the 16th inst., making 

what appeared to be a sewer connection, on Third Avenue near 
One Hundred 'ind Forty-third street, without a permit therefor, 

but that Mr. Leslie afterwards produced a permit issued by the 

Department of Pc.blic Works on the 18th inst., for a connection 

with the Oroton water pipe. 

The President stated that he had sent a copy of said com

munication to the Commissioner of Public Works, with the 

request that he would revoke the license of Mr. Leslie, and also 

that he would require all permits for Croton water connections 

to be registered in this Department before the connections are 

made, and he moved that his action be approved, and that no 

permits for sewer connections be issued to Mr, Willi~m Leslie, 

plumber, until the further order of the Board. 

,Adopted, 
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Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

From Mr. L. B. Cesnola, Secretary of the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art, certifying that at a meeting of the Trustees of 

said Museum, held on the 23d December, 1878, the following 

preamble and resolution were adopted, viz.: 
T~e prop?sed agreement of lease between the Department of Public Parks of 

the CIty of .'lew York, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art, being submitted aud 
read, was approved. 

Resolved, uuanimously, That the President be direcled to execute the same, and 
to cause the official seal of the Metropolitau Museum of Art to be affixed thereto, 
and to cleliver the same on receiving the counterpart from the Department of 
Public Parks. 

(Minutes, Dec. 18, 1878, p. 429.) 

Filed. 

City Hall Park. 

From Mr. E. H. Wootton, stating that he had completed the 

pavement of the sidewalk on City Hall Park, immediately north 

of the Post-office, on the 20th inst. 
(Minutes, December 11,1878, p. 409.) 

Filed. 

Mott Avenue Sewer. 

From Mr. Patrick Mulholland, contractor for the construc

tion of the sewers in Mott Avenue, One Hundred and Thirty

eighth Street and One Hundred and Forty-fourth Street, stat

ing that the work is now all completed, except mason work, 

which cannot be done until spring, and asking that the in

spector be suspended until the work can be resumed. 
(Minutes, December 18, 1878, p. 418.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Josiah A. Briggs, Inspector 

on the work of constructing the sewers in Mott Avenue, One 

Hundred and Thirty-eighth Street and One Hundl'ea and 

Forty-fourth Street, be suspended until further order, and that 

the work on said sewers be also suspended until furt11er order. 

The PRRSIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Boardvoting in fav~r 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 
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Filling for Manhattan Square, ,,"c. 

From :Mr. John W. :Manning, offering to deliver filling on 

Manhattan Square, and on the Central Park at One Hundred 
and Tenth Street, for twenty cents per cubic yard. 

Referred to the Superintendent of Parks for his report. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the A.uditing Committee, 

presented the following report: 

The A.uditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

. Arnold, David P., meat and vegetables .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Devlin, John B., blue stone edging ...... Tompkins Square. 

Hayward, S. F., Gen!. Mang., reps. to ex· 

tinguisher .. , ............. , .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Kreischer, E. & Sons, fire brick and clay . Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Kirby, Richd., Mang., ferrets .......... Maint. and Gbvmt. 

P. and P .... 

McDonald, John T., edging ............. Tompkins Square. 

Mott, J. L., Iron Warks, iron pipe ...... Museum of Art .. 

Murphy & Nesbit, Portland cement ..... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

New, T., roofing felt .................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ...... 

Nolan & McGrath, granite ............. Tompkins Square. 

Stackpole & Ero., transit instrument .... Const. B rid II: e s 

over Harlem 

River ....... .. 

Shepperd, F., stoves, &c .........••... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Seaman, John A., horse nails, waste, &c.Maint. and Govrnt. 

P.and P ...... . $lIi 05 

$244 25 

65 00 

746 05 

61 00 

18 76 

45 00 

7(; 00 

21 00 

78 75 

Hi 00 

11000 

2f,0 00 

6 85 
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Harlem R. B. Rep., 

I.andM....... 500 

Van Cortland, Cath. E. Mrs., gravel.. ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Van Winkle, E. '" B., petty expenses ... Monumenting Fox 

Estate ........ . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. ...•.. $1,054 06 

Harlem River Bridges Repairs, Impt. and Maint .••...... 

Maintenance, Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards ... .. 

City Parks Improvement Fund.. .. .... . ........... .. 

Tompkins Square, Chap. 411, Laws of 1878 ............. . 

Construction, Bridges over Harlem River ......•......... 

Monumenting Fox Estate ......................•...... 

Museum of Art .............................•....... 

5 00 

6 85 

78 75 

931 05 

260 00 

11 62 

21 00 

20 05 

580 00 

11 62 

$2,:168 33 

--- 2,36833 

Amounting in the aggregate to the 811m of twenty.three hundred and sixty·eight 

dollars and thirty.three cents. 

New York, December 27,1878. 

S. E. LANE, t Auditing 
SAML. CONOVER, f Oommittee. 

The above mentioDf~d bills having been read and passed on 
Reparately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, am1 it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 
City Hall Park. 

Cvmmissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be directed to 

notify the owners of the two stands or wooden houses at present 
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on the sidewalk of the City Hall Park, immediately north of the 
Post Office, to remove them on or before Monday, the 30th 
December, 1878, and that if said owners shall not do so, that 
he be directed to remove them to the yard of the Department 
in Central Park. 

(Minutes, July 10, 1878, p. 130.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whetl:.er the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Fordham Ave. Cross·walk. 

The PRESIDENT presented the assessment list for, and the 
statement of the amount and cost of, the work of laying a 

cross-walk across Fordham Avenue, near Eleventh Street, in 
the Twenty-fourth Ward, and offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the assessement list for the work of laying a 
cross-walk across Fordham Avenue, near Eleventh Street, in 
the Twenty-fourth Ward, and also the statement of the amount 
and cost of the work, be approved, signed by the Commission
ers and transmitted to the Board of Assessors. 

(Minutes, September 4,1878, p. 244.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board votingin favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10:45 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Friday, the 3d "day of January, 1879, 
at the hour of 9:30 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 3d, IS79. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

WETMORE. 

CONOVER. 
IJANE. 

The minutes of the prevIOUS meeting of December 27th, 
1878, were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

8Ist Street. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution which had been approved by his 

Honor the Mayor, on the 23d day of December, 1878, viz. : 
Resolved, That Eigty-first Street, from Eight to Ninth Avenue, be graded, curbed, 

aud be paved with Belgian or trap-block pavement, and that at the several inter
secting streets and av"ennes cros5walks be laid where not now laid, and relaid 
where those now laid are, in the opinion of the Commissioner of Public "Wo"ks, uot 
in good repair, or are not upon a grade adapted to the grade of the proposed lIew 
pavement, under the direction of the Commissioners of Public Parks; and that the 
accompanying ordinance therefor be adopt eel. 

(Minutes, July 3,1878, p. 118.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said copy resolution be returned 
to his Honor the Mayor, and that his attention be called to 

the fact that the work ordered to be executed therein, is 

directed by law to be done by the Department of Public 

Works and not by this Department. 

Adopted. 
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Riverside Avenue. 

From Messrs. Charles H. Haswell, William E. Worthen and 

John Bogart, the Commission appointed to examine the 

work on Riverside Avenue improvement, reporting upon the 
present condition of the work, in what respects it is done 

jn accordance with the contract, and in what respects it is not 

so done, as follows: 

The Commission of Civil Engineers appointed in accordance with a resolution 
of the Department of Public Parks of 20th ultimo, to examine the work done under 
a contract between the Department of Public Parks and Messrs. Decker and Quiu. 
tard, contractors, for the improvement and construction of Riverside Avenue, 
herewith report: 

That it has examined the materials furnished and work done upon the Riverside 
Avenue as thoroughly as was practicable in the time at its disposal, and without. 
material injury by tearing down portions of the mechanical work. 

It has been furnished with copies of the contract and with the original drawings, 
maps, plans, profiles, &c., which were exhibited at the letting. and are referred to 
in the contract. 

It has received from the Superintending Engineer of the work, Mr. Thomas 
Franklin, and his assistants, detailed information in reference to it. 

It has examined the former engineers and other persons cognizant of the work 
during its progress. 

In making a report upon the subject, it has been thought best to follow the 
the order of the eoutract and specifications and to consider each item in that 
order. 

The resolution nnder which the Commission acts asks for a statement of "the 
" present condition of the work, and in what respects it is done in accordance with 
" the contract, and in ,,-hat re8pects it is not so done." 

The opinion ot the Commission is here,,,ith given upon each of the various items 
of work. 

1st. The preliminary clause aud the sections (A) and (1) of the contraet dsscribe 
the area embraced in it as being' the avenue known as Riverside Avenue, in the 
City of New York, as laid out uncleI' the second Section. Chapter 850 of the Laws 
of 1873, and ,hown upou a certain certain map, filed February 23d, 1875. 

This Commission finds that certain wor·k ha~ been done ontside of the limits of 
the avenne above described, namely, excavation of material from the Riverside 
Park, which material has been brought. tl,ercfrom and used in the filling of the 
avenue. 

The amount of this material is estimated as 25,500 cnbic yards. It has been 
Included in the monthlv estimates of work done as excavation of earth. In the 
opinion of this Commis~ion, this amount should have beeu paid for only as em-
bankment under this contract. . 

2d. Most of the trees have been cut down within the lines of the avenue and upon 
tbe slopes and areas inclosed between the drjye lines, which areas are designed to 
be grass-surfaced. 

The Snperintending Engineer states that none have been cut which he has 
directed to be saved. 

3d. DISPOSITION o~- TOP SOIL.-A large portion of the top soil seems to have 
been disposed of already in some manner, although very few of the slopes are 
properly finished. Section 4 of the specificatio"s makes special provision for the 
preservation of this top soil for the future use upon the slopes, and this should be 
done to preserve their park.like cbaracter. !"ection 83 also provides that space~ 
for trees and planting shall be filled to the established grades with g09Q soil. 
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That which has been done, however, the Snperintending Engineer states haa 
been in aocordance with his directions. 

4th. EXCAVATION OF EARTH.-The largest part of the earth to be excavated bas 
been removed and estimated, but the ,lopes have not been shaped, and, as this 
final shaping of slopes will he more expensive to the contractors than the previous 
earth excavation, the approximate estimates should have been made with refer
eoce to this point. 

5th. EXCAVATION OF ROCK.-Nearly all of this has been finished. 
6th. E)!BANKMENT.-This has been at many points, as stated by the Superintend

ing Engineer, made of" large stone;" at the points where this was in progress when 
examined by the Commission, proper attention was not being given to that clanse 
of the contract (sec. 7) providing for filling the interstices of stone with earth; 
at several other points the upper snrfaces have settled; water has carried with 
it, at some places, the surface filling into the lower parts of the embankments 
fo"ming holes, and into these the edging, gutter and walk areas have settled. 

The larger part of tbe embankment is made. The Commission reports that its 
present condition is such that before further proceeding to the construction of the 
walks, drives, etc., upon it. special measures should be taken to prevent their 
future subsidence, which will certainly occur unless this precaution is taken. 

7th. DRY 'VALL.-The total of dry wall now estimated as done, and to be 
done is much less than tbat of the original estimate. This is due to changes in 
exterior lines, and the substitution in places of earth and rock slope, for retaining 
walls by the direction of the present Superintending Engineer. Of tbis total, 
almost the entire amount is composed of retaining walls, and their foundation 
walls, and they substantially in dimensions and character comply with the terms 
of the contract, and the faces are even better than shown in the original drawings 
exhibited by the Department at the time of the letting. 

Sth. PARAPET W ALL. -The totals of parapet wall estimated and to be estimated 
would also have been less than the original, but by the direction of the present 
Superintending Engineer, one foot has been added to its height making it 2 feet 
6 inches instead of 1 foot 6 inches, as first designed and exhibited on the original 
drawings. By the terms of the contract. 

"It may be one or two courses in its height, if of one course the stone must be 
" of full dimensions of the parapet in each direction, no center vertical joints 
" being allowed. If, of two courses in height, one of the courses to be of the full 
" width of the wlIll, and the other may have a center vcrtical joint, this joint not. 
"to exceed one inch in thick-1ess, neitber of the courses to be less than seven 
"inches in height. To be laid full in cement, with well pointed joints, joints not to 
" exceed t of one inch." 

None of this work is built of a single course of stone There are generally 
two courses, and in some cases three. No course fell below 7 inches in beight. 
When in two courses neither of them are of the full width of the wall, both are 
almost invariably stretchers with very few headers. and the center vertical joints 
mnch exceed the limit of one inch in thickness. \Ve have measured some of 6 
inches, and no care has been taken to keep this joint in any way uniform. At 
tbe ends the stones are usually slack, and the face joints have but little depth. 
The vertical joints are filled in with spawlo with tbe interstices imperfectly filled 
with cement. In its character this wall is so different from that expressed by the 
contract that the commission considers it a direct and entire violation of it. 

iTf' 9th. COPING. -The coping is good and complies substantially with the contract, 
except that" the chisel drafts of not less than one-half inch along the top and 
"bottom of each stone on the inside face" haye been omitted except for longths 
about 1,1100 feet. The total length, like that of the dry masonry, is less than 
that of the original estimate and for the same reason. 

10th. RUBBLE MASONRY LAID IN CEME"'l' complies substantially with the con
tract. Most of it coped the dry retaining wall, and its face is of the same char 
acter. Under the same heading is included the masonry of the abutments of the 
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bridge at Eighty-sixth Street, the face in this masonry is superior to that under 
which it is classed, and much bctter than called for by the contract. 

11th. STONE FILLED VI REAR OF 'VALL.-This has iu cases not been done where 
in the judgment of this Commission it would have been proper to relieve the wall 
from embankment thrust. The Superintending Engineer, however, states that it 
has not been dirpcted to be done by him, and the contract only reqUires it to be 
done, if so directed. This omission is not, therefore, a violation of the contract. 

12th. CONCRETE.--Thi" cannot be examined, as it is far below the surface. 
The Superintending Engineer states that it is in accordance with the contract. 

13th. DRAINAGE.--(a) In refilling over the drain pipes laid, the Superintending 
Engineer states, that the"e may have been some deviations in the manner of ram
ming the filling; but the contract expressly provides that" the filling shall be by 
" layers in no case exceeding nine inches in thickness. and that the earth or sand 
"shall be faithfully rammed as th e work pl'ogresses, in no case the number of 
" men backfilling being more than twice the numbe,' of those ramming." 

As no ramming has been done on recent work. this Commission is of opinion 
that in that re&pect it is not in accordance with the specifications. 

(b.) QUALITY OF PIPE.--No pipe was being laid during the examination of the 
work by this Cummission; that which had been previously laid was covered. and 
its examination was consequently omitted. 

14th. ERICK MASONRY.-This was also nearly all covered. 

15th. CEMENT.-None was being used at the times of the examination of the work. 
The tests as stated by the Superiutending Engineer are not such as are nsualon 
public works. 

16th. PAVE"E"T OF "\VHEELWAY OF DRIvE.-(a) The contract provides for" the 
" road beds to be shaped to the lines and grades directed, and then wherever di
" rected rolled with roliers weighing not Ie ciS than two tons, sufficiently to com
" pact the material to the satisfaction of the Engineer." 

A large amount of road bed has been prepared, and upon a large portion of 
it stone has been placed. No roller has beeu used at any place. 

This Commission, in reporting "the condition of the work;" reports that the 
road betl has not been in any case rolled. althou!\'h it is in some places upon high 
embankments, and in others in cuts, throngh earth of such a character as would, 
in its opinion, be better compacted and fitted for road construction by rolling. 

The Superintending Engineer states that he has not directed that the road bed 
should be rolled at any point. As the contract provides that it should be rolled 
wherever directed, and as it has not boOen directed anywhere. this Commission re
ports that in this respect the work is not done in violation of the contract. 

(b.) FOU"DATION STONE.-The provisions of the contract, as to the next point in 
road construction, are that the" stone for foundation is to be sound and durable 
" quarry stone from seven to ten inches in depth, not to exceed fifteen inches in 
" length, and generally Jrom three to eighth inches in width." 

H These stones are to be deposited upon the roadway and evenly adjusted, so 
H as to form a pavement in whil'h the stones are well and compactly brought to
.. gether to the satisfaction of the Engineer." 

A large amount of stone has been placed upon the road bed. They are gener
ally sound. but the!'e are ,1lIlong them mallY of an inferior quality which ought to 
be separ'ated anll used only for general ernbanlullent. The size of the stones 
approximates that mentioned in the contract. They have been deposited upon 
the road way and have been somewhat adjusted, but care has not been taken to 
keep the depth of the stones from seven to ten inches, nor has the limit of fifteen· 
inches for length heen observed. 

It is the o]Jinion of this Commission that in its present condition a pavement is 
not Jormed in which the stones are well and compactly brought together; but the 
Superintending Engineer states that they are to his satisfaction, and iu this 
respect that is the measure of compliance with the specifications. 
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(c.) The contract provides that" upon the top of these stones are to be spread 
" FINER RUBBLE and QUARRY CHIPS sufficient to fill and smooth over the interstices 
" of the surface, but care must be taken not to fill up the cavities of the lower por
" tion of the rubble bottom, which must have a cellular character to facilitate 
" drainage." 

" With this material is to be intermixed a quantity of gravelly]earth or hard 
" pan to the extent that shall be directed, and the whole being moistened by 
" sprinkling is to be rolled with rollers of a weight that shall be directed. The 
" rolling shall b?' thorough and continned so as to close all interstices of the 
" surface of the rnbble foundation." 

Some finer rnbble and quarry chips have been placed on top of the stones, and 
over a large area of roadway gravel and sand have been placed, but no rolliug 
done at all. The present condition of the work shows that care has not been takp.n 
to prevent the filling of the cavities of the lower portion of the bottom, nor to 
preserve its cellnlar character. In fact, the intermixture of the gravelly earth or 
hard pan. the moistening by sprinkliug and the rolling are provided for in the 
specifications as one operation, are mentioned to,gether, without separation, and 
to secure what the specification calls for, the gravelly earth or hard pan should 
be sprinkled and rolled when put on. Then, by the compacting result of rolling 
there would be, as specified, a closure of the interstices of the surface of the rubble 
foundation. 

The result of what has been done is that the gravelly material has been filtered 
down through and between the bottom stones, and in the opinion of this Commis
sion the present roadway is in no wise in accordance with the specifications. 

No gravel has been delivered on the work. 

17th. PaVEMENT OF RIDE.-Considerable road-bed has been prepared for the 
Ride, but in no place rolled, and the remarks heretofore made as to bed for Drive 
are alike applicaule in this case. 

Some material has been placed upon this road-bed, but it has in no part been 
rolled, and is therefore unfinished. 

18th. PAVEMENT o~· WALKS.-A large amount of walk surface has beeu brought 
to sub-grade, but none of it rolled; over considerable portions of it quarry stone 
have been filled in. 

As the lar!!,'er part of these walk surfaces are over embaukments close to the 
wall, and therefore specially liable to settlement, and as the surfaces have in some 
cases already settled, this Commission reports that the omission of rolling the sub
grade in sucb places is, in its opinion, injudicious; but the Superintending Engi. 
neer states that he has not directed it, and in this respect the Commiesion reports 
that the work is not in violation of the contract. 

19th. GU'l"fERs.-Some two miles in length of gutters have been laid. This 
commission reports that the pl'esent condition of these gntters is unfinished in 
nearly every detail. They are not rammed to a firm bed, and their surface does 
not yet conform to any regular Iiues or cnrves, and, to conform to the specifications, 
must be relaid. 

20th. GRANITE CURB.-None has been used. 
21st. GRANITE CURB ANGLE STONEs.-Sec. 53 of tbe contract provides that" at 

" the end of tree plots, and at such other points as shall be directed, the granite 
" curb will be provided a'ld set in special lengths, with joints cut to the angles 
" shown on plan, and with faces dressed as directed." 

The drawings exhibited at the letting include plans fol' such granite curb angle 
stone. N one have been delivered or set, and in their stead have been substituted 
curved blue stone curbing. The Snperintendiog Engineer states that it escaped 
his attention that granite was required in these cases, and that he directed the 
blne stone to be set. This has been estimated at the price for circular corners. 
The substitution of blue stone for granite was not warranted by the specifications. 

22d. BLUE STONE CURB.-Over 8,000 lineal feet of blne stone curb have been 
put in place, and more have been delivered. This curb is generally of the 
specified thickness and depth. Many stones, however, have not fair end joints, as 
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specified, but are slack from the bottom to within a few inches of the top. Quite 
a number of stones are cracked through. The joints, in many cases, are much 
wider than the t inch specified. A large portion of the curb has been set in snch 
a way that it is already out of line, bo.th horizontally and vertically. The back
ing up does not seem to be in many cases free from clay or loam, nor does it 
appear to have been well rammed, as specified. This, therefore, is not finished in 
accordance with specifications, but will require resetting and relining before 
it should be finally accepted or fully estimated. 

Very many of the curb stones are in lengths of less than three feet, but the 
Superintending Engineer states that these in many instances are, in accordance 
with his directions, special lengths which can be ordered under the contract. 

23rd. BLUE STONE EDGINGs.-More that 19,000 lineal feet of this material is ue
livered and put in place. The end joints in many instances are not squared and 
dressed from top to bottom in accordance with the contract, but are slack for part 
of the height. As in the case of the curb, vel' y mnch of the edging has been set 
in such a way that it is now out of line, hoth horozontallyand vertically. The 
backing is often not free from clay or loam, nor has it been rammed as specified. 
This, therefore, is not finished in accordance with specifications. It will require re
setting and re-lining before it should be finally accepted or fully estimated. 

24th. FLAGGI:-'G.-Over 20,00U square feet of flagging have been delivered and 
laid in place. Much of this flagging shows a fair upper surface. A number of 
pieces were ohserved less than the specified thickness of two and one-half inches. 
Quite a nnmber of pieces were cracked through. The Cum mission durfng its ex
aminations, 'saw flagging actually being laid in loam and in some other places 
where the flagging was already laid the material at the sides of and which 
seemed to run under the flagging, was not free from clay or loam. A t other parts 
of the work the natural material was gravel or gravelly earth, conformIng with 
the specifications which require the flagging" to be bedded in fonr inches of clean 
"gritty earth or coal ashes free from clay or loam." 

The Commission therefore reports that the flagging which is already laid is not 
in all respects and at all points finished in compliance with the specifications, but 
will require careful re-inspection, the rejection and removal of part, and the re
laying of part before it will be fully finished in .tccordance with the contract. 

25th. CROSS 'YALKS.-But a small amount of these have been laid, and they are 
substantially in conformity with the contract. 

26th. TRESTLE WORK.-This is well constructed, framed and of good material, 

In view of the elements heI ewith submitted, we further report. 
That from the above details it appears that the contractors for the improvement 

and construction of Riverside Avenue have complied with the requirements of the 
contract in the dimensions of some of the material and in the character of the work 
thereon, yet they have materially failed in other details and requ;rements; that 
the present Superintending Engineer has received such material and permitted 
such work to be performed, and constructively approved of such by embracing 
them in his monthly estimates of material and work, and certifying to their cor
rectness. That the boundary of the avenue, the dimensions, location and arrange
meut of walks, grass surfaces, etc., have been altered from the original design as 
submitted to and approved of by yonr Department; that alterations in the dimen
sions of material and character of work have been made and permitted by the 
present Superintending Engineer, wholly arbitrary on his part, being not only 
without the sanction of, but without even the lmowled~e of, your Department. 

That as far as it was practicahle to verify the monthly estimates that have been 
certified to by the previous and present Superintending Engineers, without incnr
ring a very considerahle cost and an objectionable delay in this report, and assum
ing such materials and work to have been accepted by your Department, inas
much as with the exception of the last monthly estim!lte they have been paid for, 
it is apparent that the sum of the quantities is not in excess. 

Finally, that the supervision of the reception of the materials and of the execu
tion of the work in its progress in their very general character has not only been 
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in disregard of the original design upon which the contract was based, and of ite 
specifications, but it has been in no wise calculated to meet the just expectations of 
those who are to bear a moiety of Us cost and of the public at large. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ClIAB. H. HASWELL, 

W~I. E. WORTHEN, 

NEW YORK"Dec. 26th, 1878. JOHN BOGART. 

Accompanying said report is tbe bill of charges and expenses 

of said commission, amounting to $2,424.80, and a letter from 

Mr. Charles H. Haswell, stating that since he presented said bill) 

the Comptroller of the Oity had requested him to send his indi

vidual bill to him, and that, therefore, there should be one-third 

($808.26) deducted from said bill, as rendered to the Department. 
(Minutes, December 18, 1878, p. 426.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following preambles and 

resolution: 

Whereas, It appears by a report made by a Board of En
gineers, appointed to investigate the conduct of the work of 
Riverside Drive, that in consequence of the lax supervision of 
the Superintending Engineer, the work has not, in the opinion of 
said Board of Engineers, been performed by the contractors in 
every respect fully in the spirit alldletter of the contract ; and 

Whereas, The Superintending Engineer has been specially 
charged by this Department with the supervision and proper 
conduct of this work, and to represent the Department in the 
same; therefore, 

Resolved, 'rhat the Secretary be directed to transmit a copy 
of these preambles and reflOlntion to the said Superintending 
Engineer, and notify him to appear before this Board at its 
llext meeting, and present in writing his reasons, and any 
statement he may wish to make, why he should not be re
moved from his present position of Superintending Engineer. 

Commissioner LANE then read the opinion of the Counsel to 

the Corporation, which was presented to the Board at its meet

ing, held on the 6th day of March, 1878, in which he stated that 

Mr. James O. Aldrich, the late Superintending Engineer of 

Riverside Avenue improvement, was not entitled to a hearing 

and notice of the cause of his proposed removal; and he took 

the point of order that :NIl'. Thomas Franklin, the present 

Superintending Engineer, is not entitled to notice or a hearing 

prior to his removal. 
(Minlltes, March 6, 1878, p. 638.) 
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The PRESIDENT ruled that the point of order was not 

well taken, on the ground that the Board has the right to 

grant a hearing to any employe against whom charges are 

made. 

Commissioner LANE then offered the following resolution 

and preambles and resolution, as a substitute for the pream

bles and resolution offered by the PRESIDENT: 

Resolved, That the report of the Commission of Civil 
Engineers appointed to examine the work on the Riverside 
Drive be received, and that the same, together with the testi
mony transmitted therewith, be printed as a document of the 
Board, and that copies thereof, when printed, be transmitted 
to the Mayor, the Comptroller, and the several civil engineers, 
ltIessrs. Haswell, vVorthen and Bogart. 

W"hereas, The qualifications of Mr. Thomas Franklin for the 
position of Superintending Engineer on the Riverside work 
were not inquired into by the Board at the time of his 
appointment; and 

Whereas, The report of Messrs. Haswell, Worthen and 
Bogart, who were appointed to examine his work by this 
Department in conjunction with the Mayor and the Comp
troller, and with the concurrence of the contractors, condemns 
the mode in which Mr. Franklin has performed his duties, 

Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Franklin be dismissed from his 
position of Superintending Engineer in charge of the Riverside 
contract. 

(Minutes, March 13, 1878, p. 664.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution and preambles and resolution offered 

by Commissioner Lane, and it was determined in the negative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Aye-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Noes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question whethedhe Board would 

agree to said preambles and resolution offered by the Presi

dent, and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority 
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of all the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as 
follows: 

Aye8~Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That the Secretary be directed to transmit a copy 

o~ the bill of Messrs. Haswell, Worthen and Bogart, together 
wIth a copy of Mr. Haswell's letter in relation thereto, to 
Messrs. Decker and Quintard, contractors. 

(Minutes, Nov. 27, 1878, p. 382.) 

Adopted. 

Riverside Avenue' 

From the Superintending Engineer of Riverside Avenue 
improvement, reporting upon the condition of said avenue 

between One Hundred and Twenty-ninth Street and One 
Hundred and Thirtieth Street, and also the sewer in said por

tion of the avenue. 
(Minutes, Dec. 18, 1878, p. 427.) 

Filed. 

Ice on the Pool, Central Park. 

From Mr. Columbus Ryan, asking permission to cut and 

take the ice from the Pool in Central Parle 
The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Columbus Ryan be granted 

permission to cut and take the ice from the Pool in Central 

Park, during the present season, under the supervision of the 

Superintendent of Parks, and provided no injury is done to 

the grass or trees. 
(Minutes, February 13, 1878, p. 600.) 

Adopted. 

Fordham A venue Sewer 

From Mr. John J. Crane, forwarding a petition from the 

President and Executive Committee of the Home for Incurables, 

:requesting tha.t a. sewer be con.str\lcted ill Fordham Avellll(;l 
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between One Hundred and Eighty-second Street and One 
Hundred and Eighty-third Street. 

Referred to the Topographical Engineer and to the Engineer 
of Construction, for their reports. 

Telegraph line. 

From Mr. James C. Wood, on behalf of the Gold and Stock 
Telegraph Company, offering to renew their contract with the 
Department for $720 per annum, or to substitute the Edison 
Carbon Telephone for the present instruments for $480 per 
annum. 

(Minutes, May 1, 1878, p. 13.) 

Referred to the President for his report. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 

Crombie, Thos .. J., oak plank .... , .. Fonrth Avenue Parks. 

1878 ............. . 

Draper, Danl., petty expenses .... , Maint. and Govmt. P. 

and P., 1878 ... , .••. 

Gold & Stock Telegraph Co., rent of 

line ........................... Maint. and Govmt. P. 

and P., 1878 ...... . 

Handibode, P. coal and wood ...... Canst. Bridges over H. 

R ................ . 

Handibode, P., coal. ........... , .. Maint. and Govmt. P, 

and P., 1878 ...... , , 

lIazard Powder Co., power and fnse.Maint. 23d and 24th 

War\ls, l878 •• , ..• ~ 

$25 00 

25 22 

62 50 

22 50 

45 00 

8 30 
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Wm. Irwin, petty expenses .•..••.• Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards, 1878 ...... . 

Tompkins Square .... . 

Harlem R. B. Rep. 

I. and M., 1878 .... 

Maint. and Govmt. P. 

P., 1878 ......... .. 

Seaman, John A., twine and spikes.Maint. and Govmt. P. 

P., 1878 ......... .. 

Maint. 23d and 24th 

$35 54 

3 63 

5 00 

84 77 

$21 72 

Wards, 1878....... 11 65 

Museum of Art....... 3 00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places, 1878 ..••• 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards, 1878 .............. . 

Harlem River Bridges Repairs Impt. and Maint., 18'18 .. " 

Fourth Av. Parks ••................................ 

Museum of Art ..................................... . 

Tompkins Square. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .............. . 

Contruction Bridge over Harlem River ................ . 

$239 21 

55 49 

5 00 

25 00 

3 00 

;} 63 

22 50 

128 94 

36 3'1 

$353 83 

--- $35383 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of three hundred and fifty.three dollars 

and eighty-three cents. 

NEW YORK, Jany. 3d, 1879. 

S. E. LANE, I Auditin.,! 
SAML. CONOVER, f Oommittee. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Devlin, John B., mould ................ Tompkina Square. $900 00 
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Devlin, John B., labor and materials .... Sewers, 3d Ave., 

134th and 135th 

Streets, with 

branches .... ,. 

Irwin, Wm., Sec'y, petty cash .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &. P., 1878 .. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Tompkins Square. . . . . . .. ..•........................ $900 00 

Sewers, 3d Ave., 134th and 125th Sts., with branches, &.c. 1,429 37 

MalDtenance and Government of Parks and Places .. , 10 85 

[Friday, 

1,429 37 

10 85 

$2,340 22 

$2,340 22 

Amounting in the a!\"gregate to the sum of twenty-three hundred and forty 

dollars and twenty-two cents. 

NEW YORK, January 3d, 1879. 

S. E. LANE, t Auditing 
SAM. CONOVER, f Oommittee. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PP.ESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed In the minutes: 
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Department of Public Parks in account with 

Smith E. Lane, Treasurer. 

1878. CR. 

Dec. 18. By balance. . . .. . . .. . . .. • . .. .... • . .. •• • $214 71 

18 to 31. "cash received from licenses ... _ 573 30 
--- $78801 

DR. 

Dec. 18 to 31. To cash paid expenses monumenting Fox 

Estate. . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . .. . . . $124 38 

1879. 
Jan. 3. 

" To cash paid into City Treasury ........ . 

To balance .............. _ ............ . 

573 68 

89 95 
--- $78801 

To cash in Bank of Metropolis ......... . 

" drawer .•...............••• 

$74 95 

15 00 
$89 95 

S. E. LANE, 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

NEW YORK, January 3d, 18'7\1. 

9:30 A. M. 

.John Corcoran, Laborers for Pile-Driver. 

J. A. Briggs. Boston Road. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally upon the under mentioned 
matters, as follows : 

That he had granted Oaptain John Oorcoran leave of 
absence, with pay, for the month of January, 1879, on account 
of his ill health. 

That he had employed the following named persons to work 
the pile-driver at the following rates of pay, namely: 
Edward Conklin, Captain ............. _ ......... , . '" .... '. 37tc. per hour. 
Joseph W. Beebe, Engineer ................... _ . ... . . . . 35c." 
Thomas Clark, Laborer .............•.....• _ ...... _ ••• " ... , 25c. 
Timothy Murphy, " . .. . ............................. 25c. 
James O'Hare, " ..... " ..... _ ...... _ .....••....... 25c. 
Patrick Whalen, ... " . .. '" ............•...••... 25c. 
Hugh Fitzpatrick, Watchman ............................... 16jc. 

That he had directed Josiah A. Briggs, Inspector on Matt 
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Avenue sewer, to resume work, as he found that the contractors 
had not cleared up the work. 

That Messrs. James R. Marvin and William Cauldwell had 
withdrawn their protest against the acquiring of the title to 
Boston Road, which was presented to the Board on the 20th 
November last, and that he had consequently directed the 
Counsel to the Corporation to proceed in the matter. 

(Minutes, Nov. 20 and Dec. 27,1878, p. 370,431 and 433.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the action of the Presi

dent in the several matters reported by him be approved and 

adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

Commissioner CONOVER, to whom it was referred to examine 

and report the facts in relation to the bids received for the 
construction of cases for the Museum of Natural History 
Building, the order for which was given to Mr. William 
Schwarzwaelder, presented the following report: 

To the.Board of Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks: 

In conformity with the action of the Board of 18th ulto., directing me to inves
tigate the report on the matter of awarding the contract fur constructing of cases 
for Museum of Natural History, I beg leave to submit the following as the result 
of such investigation: 

The minutes of the Board show that on the 12th of Jun~, 1878, the Treasurer 
was authorized to issue orders for the con8truction of cases for Museuli of Natural 
History, as per plans approved by the Chairman of the Oommittee on Plans of 
Museum. 

On the 1st of July, Commissioner Lane, over his signature as Treasurer, caused 
to be prepared and transmitted to 

STRIPPLE & SON, 

ELWARD SMITH, 

Roux & SOl<, 

BRAUNSDORF & METZ, 

WM. SCHWARZWAELDER, 

each a communication notifying them that they were invited to bid for the making 
of cases for the Museum of Natural History Building. 
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Plans and specifications to be seen at the Department Office. Bids to be ad. 
dressed to him, and to be opened on the 11th day of July, 1878, at 10 o'clock A. 

M., envelopes containing bid to be indorsed: "Bid for Ca,es for Museum of Natu. 
ral History." (Appendix A.) 

By the sworn testimony of Mr. Hawley (Appendix B) it appears that on the 
11 th of July, Commissioner Lane, in the presence of Mr. Hawley, and at his (Mr. 
Hawley's) desk opened bids for the work from 

STRlPPLE & SON, 
ELWARD SMITH, 
Roux &; Co., 
BRAUNSDORF &; METZ, 

and that all four of these bidders were present either in person or by representa.
tives. Braunsdorf &; Metz appearing to be the lowest bidders, Mr. Braunsdorf 
being present, requested that the work be awarded to him, and an order for the 
same be issued. such being the custom of the Department, Commissioner Lane 
stating that he would not decide until the following day who should receive the 
order. 

Upon leaving the Department offire that day Commissioner Lane took with 
him the four bids above mentioned. 

On the 13th day of July Commissioner Lane returned to Mr. Hawley the four 
bids ~bove mentioned. as well as one from William Schwarzwaelder, at the same 
time directing that an order for the work be issued to Schwarzwaelder. 

The statement of Mr. Braunsdorf (Appendix C) fully corroborates tbat of Mr. 
Hawley, and details his being at the Dt'partment office on Thursday, 11th 
of July, at 10 A. M., when the bids were opened, and hearing them read off, and 
learning that the hid submitted by him was the lowest b'y about $146, requested 
that the contract be awarded to him, when he was told to call the next day, 
which he did, and was told to call the day following, when he was told that 
another bid had been received lower than the one submitted by him. 

Commissioner Lane's deposition (Appendix D) in part contradicts the sworn 
~tatem<lnts ot' Messrs. Hawley and Braunsdorf, while at the same time it appears 
to he in conflict with his own statement made to the Board at a meeting held 
July 17th, 1878, when, in reply to an inquiry by the President, Commissioner 
Lane stated that the five bids, mcluding the one from :Mr. Schwarzwaelder, were 
opened by him at one and the same time, i, e., the morning of July 11th, 1878. 

Commisflioner Lane, in his deposition, states that letters were sent to the 
several parties hereinbefore mentioned to furnish estimates for doing the work, 
and presenting the same to him on or before the 11th day of July; that the esti. 
mates of 

BRAUNsnoRF &; MET>:, 
ELWARD SMITH, 
Raux &; Co, 

were received by him at the office of the Department on the morning of the 11th 
July, that he did not then award the work, as the other persons to whom he had 
sent invitations had all that day to send in their bids, notwithstanding he, in his 
letter of invitation, stated specifically that the bids would be opened at 10 A. ~[. of 
July 11 tho lIe swears that the bid of Mr. Schwarzwaelder he received at his law 
office, and the one from Stripple &; Son at his house. 

That on the 12th day of .July he gave all the bids in questiml to Mr. Hawley 
with directions to award the contract to Mr. Schwarzwaelder. 

Commissioner Lane swears that the object of obtaining estimates is that it may 
be a guide for the TreMnrer in arriving- at what is a fair price at which to award 
the work, "and that there is no legal requirement that he should obtain estimates 
" or award the work to tbe person making the lowest estimate," and that the Treas· 
urer, by law, is vested with discretionary power in awarding work to parties 
applying for it. 

The statement of Mr. Schwarzwaelder (Appendix E) recites that he sent his es· 
timate to the office of Commissioner Lane, 145 Broadway, on the morning of 11th 
July, supposing that to be the prQper place to deliyer such esti!llates. 
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This course of presenting the estimate was pursued by Mr. Schwarzwaelder, not
withstanding the official chm'acter (,f the letter of invitation. 

From Mr. Irwin. the Secretary, strange as it may seem. I am unable to gain any 
but" hearsay" testimony. aud even that what he purports to have gotten from 
Mr. Hawley is not in full accord with Mr. Hawley'S sworn statement (.Appendix 
F). 

From the Department file" I learn that on July 16, 1878, a protest was received 
from Braunsdorf &; Metz against the award of the contract to Mr. Schwarz waelder, 
claiming that the bid of Schwarzwaelder was informally received, and intimating 
irregularity in the transaction, and again, on the 19th of Nov~mber last, calling the 
attention of the Department to the matter. 

The above is a resume of the facts as they appear and are presented to me. 
Braundsdorf & Metz, basing their claim on the fact that at the time designated 

in the letter of invitation but fc ur bids were presented, and their bid appearing 
to be the lowest by a very considerable amount. 

The award being postponed for two days, the bids being taken possession of by 
CommisslOner Lane, and by him removed from the offices of the Department, and 
after.an absence of two days returned, accompanied by a bid from 'Vlll. Schwarz
waelder, appearing to be $7.00 below the one presented by Braunsdorf & Metz. 

I am informed that similar protests from Braunsdorf & Metz are now on file in 
the Department of Finance. 

From my reading of the Charter. and the ~everal laws granting power and 
devolving duties upon this Department, I fail to find evidence corrobarative of the 
conclusions of COIllmissioner Lane's depo~itioll. 

I fail to find any such power, authority or recognition of law as he by his depo
sition arrogates to himself anu to the office ot Treasurer, such as the discretionary 
power of awarding work to parties applying for it as he in his judgment may 
deem it for the best interest of t1'e Department . 

.As I understand the office of Treasurer, it is a creation of the Board governing 
the Department, with no recognition other than that given it from time to time 
by the Board, the same as it does any other of its officers, and subject to the con
trol, discretion and pleasure of the powers 'creating it. 

I cannot agree with ComlJlissioner Lane when he states that the object in ob. 
taining estimates is that it lIlay be a guide for the Treasurer in arriving at what 
ii! a fair price at which to award the work. 

As I understand the Charter, it is the paramount duty of an official charged with 
the delicate responsibility of awarding a c0ntract and spending the public money, 
10, in every instance practicable, seek and encourage competition in bidding, and 
in every instance award the contract to the lowest bidder who has in every re
spect conformed to the formality and reqUirements set forth in the invitation for 
the bidding. . 

'While performi.ng the duty of awarding a contract to the lowest regular bidder, 
it is the duty to conduct such award and sUl'round it with such safeguards as to 
divest it of any possible suspicion of favor or partiality. 

The contract system has its advantages as well as its dh,advantages. yet unuer 
the system in vogue in the City Government of encouraging competitive bidding 
and awardmg the coutract to the lowest bidder, the law recognizes no such dis
cretionary power as is claimed by Commissioner Lane, but plainly marks out and 
defines t.he line of duty to be pursued. 

Without entering into a discussion of the merits of the irregularity as claimed 
by the contestants, Braunsdorf & Metz, and with a knowledge of the two commu
nications on file, in this Department, and the Department of Finance, I respectfully 
beg leave to submit the forcgoing, with the accolllpanying papers, to the Board 
governing the Department, for such action as it may deem necessary in the 
premises. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SAML. CONOVER. 

Dateq January 3d, 1879. 

(Minutes, Dec. 18, 1878, p. 421.) 
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Commissioner CONOVER then offered the following resolu
tion: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to confer with 
the Counsel to the Corporation, submitting to him all the 
papers in connection with the work on cases for Museum of 
Natural History, and ask him for his opinion and advice as 
to the duty of the Department, in view of all the facts in the 
case as to the Board this day presented. 

The PR"I!;SIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting In 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 
No-·Commissioner Lane-I. 

Commissioner LANE then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the following be substituted for the report of 
Commissioner Conover: 

That the action of the Tre:lsurer in giving out the contract for cases in the 
Museum of Natural History to William Schwarzwaelder, who was the lowest bid
der therefor, was correct, and for thc best interests of the City. That his action in 
soliciting estimates for the work from reputable business houses engaged in that 
kind of work and waiting on the day on which said esLimates were to he handed 
in, until all had reached him, was in accordance with his duty, and that the 
evidence shows that the lowest bidder had no knowledge of the other bids, or of 
the prices nallled in them, before the award was made to him. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the nega
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Lane -1. 
Noes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

Riverside Avenue_ 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the action of Commissioners Wenman, Wet

more and Conover, in signing the estirrate of Decker & 
Quintard for $5,09;J.48, and transmitting the same to thp. 
Finance Department for payment, without the approval of the 
Board and without the knowledge of Commissioner I..Jane, was 
illegal and in violation of Sections 2 and 7 of Ohapter 349 of the 
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Laws of 1859, and of Section 2 of Article III. of the By-Laws, 
and of the provision of Article V. of said By-Laws, which 
recites as follows: "The ayes and noes shall be called and 
" recorded on all appropriations of money." 

Commissioner CONOVER moved to amend said resolution by 

substituting therein the word" with" for the word" without," 

in the fifth line thereof. 
The PRESIDENT then moved that said l'esolution be laid on 

the table. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion to lay said resolution on the table, and 

it WfiS determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the 

members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Meetings of the Board. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That hereafter the meetings of the Board shall be 
open to the public, and that no executive sessions be held. 

CMinutes, Oct. 30, 1878, p. 329.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the negative, 

a mftjority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye- Commissioner Lane-I . 

. Noes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

Purchases. 

Commissioner WEnwRE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted by the Board, at a 
meeting held on the 20th of March, 1878, "authorizing the 
Treasurer to purchase supplies and materials for the Depart
ment, which shall be approved by the President, until the 
further order of the Board," be, and the sftme is hereby re
scinded, and that said purchasing power be, and the same is 
hereby, vested in the President until the further order of the 
Board. 

(Minutes, March \lO, l878, p. 683.) 
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Commissioner LANE moved that said resolution be laid on 
the table. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion to lay said resolution on the table, and it 
was determined in the negative, a majority of all the members 
of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Lane-I. 
Noes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of a1l the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Oonover-3. 
No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

By-Laws. 

Oommissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to consider 

and report, for the consideration of the Board, sU0h alterations 
and amendments to the By-Laws as they in their judgment 
may deem necessary. 

(Minutes, September 11, 1878, p. 256.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority or all the members of the Board voting III 

favor thereof, at'; follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover-3. 
No-Oommissioner Lane-l. 
The PRESIDENT appointed Commissioners Oonover and Wet

more the committee. 

Alexander Brennan. 

Oommissioner OONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Alexander Brennan be appointed a laborer in 

the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 
(Minutes, December 18, 1878, p. 426.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Henry F. Liebenau. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Hemy F. Liebenau be appointed "Door
keeper and Special Officer," for the Arsenal, Central Park, un
der the direction of the Superintendent of Parks, and that his 
pay ce fixed at $2 per day. 

(Minutes, Sept. 18, 1878, p. 267.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

On motion of Commissioner LANE, the Board adjourned at 

11:45 o'clock. A. M., to meet on Thursday, the 9th January, 
1879, at 9:30 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 9tb, 1879. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A.K. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned without 
transacting any business, to meet on Wednesday, the 15th 
January, 1879, at 9:30 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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MONDAY, JANUARY 13, 1879. 

SPECIAL MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

The Board met pursuant to the following call of the 
President: 

Mr. WM. IRWIN, 

CITY OF NEW YORK-DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARlI.S'} 
36 UNION SQUARE (EAST), 

9th January. 1879. 

Secretary D. P. P. : 

SIR,-You will please call a special meeting of the Board for Monday, the 13th 

inst., at 9:30 o'clock A. M., for the purpose of taking snch action as may be neces. 

sary to request the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to make transfers to 

certain of the appropriations of the Department for 1878. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES F. WENMAN, 

Prest. Dept. Public Park,. 

Present-Commissioner W ENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 

" 
" 

CONOVER. 

LANE. 

On motion of the President, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meetings of the 3d and 9th insts., was laid over. 

Transfers for Maintenance, &c., of Parks, &c. 

And for Harlem River Bridges. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 

be, and hereby is, requested to transfer the sum of three thoUiS· 
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and six hundred and ninety-five dollars and thirty-three cents 
($3,695.33), from the following appropriations made to the 
Department of Public Parks for the year 1878, and which are 
in excess of the amounts required for the purposes and objects 
thereof, viz: 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places-For salaries, &c.. $2,29/S 83 
Maintenance and Government of Pnblic Places, Roads, &c., 23d and 

24th Wards................................................ 1,399 ISO 

Total " .. , ... , . . . . . . .. . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . ... . .. $3,695 33 

to the following appropriations made to said Department of 
Public Parks for the year 1878, which are insufficient, viz. : 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places-For all supplies 
and for wages offoremen. gardeners, mechanics, laborers, &c .... $3,004 70 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places-Police; salaries of 
captain, lieutenant, sergeants, patrolmen, &c. . . ... .. .......... 433 69 

Harlem River Bridges-repairs, improvement and maintenance ..... 256 94 

Total. . . . .. • . . .. .••......•......•••.......... $3,695 33 

(Minutes, Nov. 13, 1878, p. 355.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Transfer for Frurth Avenue Parks. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolutiol! : 

Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
he, and hereby is, requested to transfer the sum of five thous
and four hundred and fonrtp,en dollars and ninety-five cents 
($5,414.95) from the appropriation for" Improving and regula
" ting the several public squares and places laid out and estab
" lished within the lines of Fourth Avenue in the City of New 
" York, between Sixty-seventh and Ninet.y-sixth Streets," for 
1'378, for the purposes and objects whereof it is not required, 
to a like appropriation for the year 1879, .for which it is re-
quired. . 

(Minutes, Aug. 21, 1878, p. 195.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolutio~, I1nd it 'filS determ!nl;ld in t4e aflirPl&>-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 9:45 
0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, J."-NUARY tilth, 1879. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:30 o'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" 
" 

CONOVER. 

LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 3d inst. were 

read. 

Commissioner LANE then presented a statement in relation 

to the subject of the order for the cases for the Museum of 

Natural History building and moved that the minutes of the 

meeting of the 3d inst. be amended by inserting it, immediately 

after the report of Commissioner Conover on page 452. 

The PRESIDENT ruled that the motion was out of order, on 

the ground that it was not competent to insert in the minutes 

of a meeting a document which was not presented at that 

meeting. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board 

would approve the minutes of the meeting of the 3d inst. as 

read, and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority of 

all the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as 

follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 9th and 13th 

inst. were then read aud approved, 



464 [ Wednesday, 

The following communications were then presented and 
read: 

Third Avenue Bridge. 

Harlem Bridge, Morrisania and Fordham Railway Company. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 

of the following preambles and resolution, which had been 

adopted by the Board of Aldermen, notwithstanding the ob

jections of his Honor the Mayor, on the 31st December, 1878, 
VIZ. : 

Wherfa.~, The Harlem Bridge, .Morrisania and Fordham Railway Company, by 
Tpsolution of their Board of Directors, and by consent of one-half in value of prop' 
erty owners on the line of the extension, as required by law, have taken proceed
ings for the extension of the tracks of their road, from the present southerly ter
minus thereof to, along, and upon the Harlem Bridge and Third A venue to One 
Hunch·ed and Twenty-ninth Street; and 

~Vhercas, The completioll of the Elevated Railroad on Third Avenue to that 
point makes it de,irable that the application of the first named road for authority 
to extend its road should be granted, and that 1 he facilities to be offered Jor rapid 
transit over the Elevat,·d Road should be enjoyed by the people of the Twenty
third and Tweuty-/ourth 'Yards; therefore, be it 

R,,",oiv,d, That pel mi",iol1 bEe', and the "line is hereLy, grunted to thc Harlem 
Bridge, 1\1orrbunia and Fordham Railway COIllpan:i to extend its tracks to, upon, 
and across the llarlem Brirl~·e, and on a"d along the Third Avenue to a point at 
01· nea,. One Hundred and Twellty-nil.th Street, and to operate said road so. ex
tended, and to ru" ears thereoll. with such switches, turnouts, and tables as may 
be uecessao·y, I'l"Ovided that said compa"y shall run ears from said terminus until 
I A. M., and s[Hlll not ch"rg·e any illcreat'ed fares by reason of such extension; pre
vlded that the said bridge be put into good repair, after the laying of said tracks, 
at the expense of said company, and that the said corroJ.an}' keep said bridge in 
good repair b.·tween the I racks; and that this permission shall continue only 
duriIlg the pleasure of the Cuml1lon Council. 

The PRESlDE~T stated that on receipt of said preambles and 
l"t'solution, he had notified the Superintendent of said Harlem 

Bridge, MOlTisania and Fordham Railway Company that the 

Common Council had no jurisdiction in the premises, and 

cautioned him lJot to proceed with the work of laying the said 

railroad Oil 'lhird Avenue Bridge without first obtaining the 
permission of this Department, and he moved that said com
municatioll be filed. 

Adopted. 

11iverside A ,enue. 

From t.he Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 

pf the following preambles and resolution~ which had been 
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approved by his Honor the Mayor on the 31st day of Decem

ber, 1878, viz. : 
Whereas, It appears that the contractors for working the" Riverside Drive" 

have, in the most heartless manner, defrauded many of the workingmen in their 
employ of the wages dne them, and the poor men are now in the most abject want, 
themselves and their families being absolntely in need of the common necessaries 
of life; and 

Whereas, It also appears that there is still dne the said contractors by the City 
certain moneys that might be made available to relieve the distress and misery 
these poor people are now suffering; be it, therefore, 

Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks be amI is hereby requested to 
pay the workmen each a pro rata share of the moneys so due to said contractors 
by the City, in order to relieve, temporarily at least, the sufferings of the work
men and their families. 

Filed. 

Appropriations for 1879. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, informing the Department that the following ap

propriations had been made to this Department for the year 
1879, namely: 

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places: 
For Salaries-To pay entirely the Sala

ries of the President, Clerks, Engi
neers, Architects, and all other em
ployes of the Department, except
ing Mechanics, Gardeners and Labul'
ers, and their Foremen, employed on 
the work of maintaining the Par);" 
and Places, excepting also those em
ployed in the Zoological Department, 
excepting also the Topo!:;ra ph ical 
Engineer and his Assistants in charg'e 
of surveying, nlotlumentinp:, etc., 
Twenty-third and 'l\venty-fOlll·th 
'Vards, and also excepting the ::\u
perintendent and Engineer-in-Charge 
of Public Places, Roads, Avenue, 
and Bridges, Twenty-third alld 
Twenty-fourth Wards ....... _ . ... $:35,000 Ol! 

Police-Salaries of Captain, Lieuten
ant, Sergeants, Patrolmen, Post and 
Gate Keepers and Night Watchmen. V5,OOt) 00 

For all supplies, and for wages of Fore
men, Gardeners, Mechanics and La
borers emploYE'd on works of main
tenance, except those employeJ in 
the Zoological Department, and in
cluding the maintenance of the Me-
teorological Observatory ... " . . .. . 150,000 00 
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For the keeping, preservation and ex
hibition of the collection in the Zoo
logical Department of the Central 
Park .... , .. ..........•......... 15,000 00 

For the keeping, preservation and ex· 
hibition of the collection in the 
American Museum of K atural History 
and the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art. , , , .. , ..... , . , ..... , . , .. .. . 25,000 Of) 

Harlem River Bridges-Repairs, Im-
provements and Maintenance..... . . . .. . ..... . 

:!\Iusic-Ceul.ral Park ........................... . 
For the equipment and furni,hing of the building: of 

the Metropolitan Museum of A 1'1., and for other 
purposes, in pursuance of Chapter :l85, Laws of 
1878 .................................... .. 

Surveying. Laying;-out and ~'[onumenting. Twenty 
third and Tweuty-fourth Waeds, including uorth 
end of Island .......... , .. . .............. . 

MaintenancG and Government of Public Plaees, 
Roads. Avenues and Bridges, including Bridges 
over Bronx River, Twenty-third and Twenty-
fonrth IVards ............................. , . 

For making and completing Maps of the Twenty
third and Twenty-fonrth Wards, for the use of the 
Department of Taxes and Assessments, as pro
vided by Chapter 411. Laws of 1876 .........• , 

For laying new walke and repairing the old walks, in 
and aeound the following public parks and places, 
viz. : 

City Hall Park, Canal Street Park, Christopher 
Street Park, IYashington Square, Tompkins 
8quare, Squares at Thirty-second and Thirty
fifth Streets and Sixth A venne, Reservoir 
Square, Stuyvesant t'quarc, Mount ~Iorris 
Park, East River Park .................. . 

Manhattan Square, Improvement of. ••........•.... 

$320,000 00 

10,000 00 
4,000 00 

30,000 00 

10,000 CO 

25,000 00 

10,000 00 

50,000 00 
20,000 00 

(Minutes, October 2d, 1878, p. 282.) 

Filed. 

Railing in Bl'Oadway, 24th Ward. 

$479,000 00 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of this 

Department to the condition of the guard railing on the east 

side of Broadway, commencmg at the bridge over Tibbett's 

Brook. 
(Minutes, October 2d, 1878, p. 271.) 

Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards. 
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Carpenters. Blacksmith~, 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that he requires 

some additional carpenters, blacksmiths and blacksmith's 
helptrs, in order to repair the rolling stock of the Department 

. for the summer work. 

Commissioner LANE moved that foUl' carpenters, two black

smiths and twu blacksmith's helpers be appointed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Fordham Avenue Sewer. 

From the Topographical Engineer, reporting upon the ap
plication for the construction of a sewer in Fordham Avenue, 
between One Hundred and Eighty-second and One Hundred 

and Eighty-third Streets, and stating that no map of a sewer
age district embracing this district has yet been filed, but that 

he is at present preparing one for presentation to the Board. 

('\iinutes, January 3d, 1879, p. 445.) 

Filed. 

Owen Taker. 

Laborers iu 23(1 and 24th Wards Discharged. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, stating that Owen Toker, laborer, whp had been 
absent more than three days, desires to be restored to work. 

Also, stating that he is unable, at this season of the year, 

to use advantageously the number of laborers at present em
ployed, and giving a list of seventeen laborers, and four labor

ers with teams, whom he recommended to be discharged. 
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The PRESIDENT stated that, on receipt of said communica

tion, he had suspended the laborers named by the Superin
tendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that Owen Toker, laborer, be 
restored to work; that the action of the President, in suspend

ing said laborers, be approved, and that they be discharged. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

Frederick Greiffenberg. 

From Mr. Frederick Greiffenberg, draughtsman, applying 
for an increase of salary. 

(Miuutes, July 31st, 1878, p. J 80.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. John Taylor Johnston, President of the Metro
politan Museum of Art, stating that in the construction of 
cases for the equipping of the Museum of Art building, it will 

be necessary to make them of peculiar forms and shapes, to 

properly exhibit the collections of the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, and requesting the consent of the Department to their 
having experimental cases made. 

Ueferred to the Superintending Architect for his report. 

Lighting the Parks by Electricity. 

From Mr. Hiram B. Crosby, requesting permission to ex
hibit, in Union Square, a system of lighting by electricity, as 
perfected by Mr. J. B. Fuller, with a view to submitting pro-
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posals, after a satis£acto.IY trial, for lighting all the public 

parks by electricity. 
(Minutes, October 2d, 1877, p. 309.) 

Commissioner OONOVER moved that said communication an 1 

subject be referred to the President, with power. 
Adopted. 

Kosmocrete Pavement. 

From Mr. Henry L. Wilson, calling the attention of the De

partment to the pavement for walks which he lay-s, and which 

is known as " Kosmocrete." 

Filed. 

Third Avenue, 23d Ward. 

From Mr. R. Brown, requesting that Third Avenue, in the 
23d ,\Vard, be straightened between One Hundred and Fifty

first and Oue Hundred and Sixty· first streets. 
Referred to the Topographical Engineer, for his report. 

G. B. Croff. 

From Mr. G. B. Croff, appl.) ing for the position of Architect 
to the Department. 

Filed. 

Wm. L. Elseffer. 

From Mr. W m. L. Elseffer, applying fOT the position of 

Chief or Superintending Engineer of the Department. 

Filed. 

Josiah A. Briggs. 

From Mr. Josiah A. Briggs, applying for the position of 

draughts man. 
(Minutes, January 3d, 1879, p. 449.) 

Filed. 
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Sewer in 134th Street, between Willis Avenue and Brook Avenue. 

From Mr. Lewis Brown and Mr. Michael Moran, applying 

to the Department to c.)nstruct a sewer in One Hundred and 

Thirty-fourth Street, between Willis Avenue and Brook 

Avenue. 

Referred to the Engineer of Construction, for his report. 

Sewer in 142d Street, between Alexander Avenue and Brook Avenue. 

From Mr. A. K. Royce and others, applying to the Depart

ment to construct a sewer in One Hundred and Forty-second 

street, between Alexander Avenue and Brook Avenue. 

Referred to the Engineer of Construction, for his report. 

Skating Velocipedes. 

From Messrs. Juan Arnao and Manual Garcia, requesting 

permission to exhibit and use two or three skating velocipedes 

on the lake in Central Park. 
(Minutes, December 12th, 1878, p. :::90.) 

Refused. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the A udiling Committee, 

presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited tbe following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Blinn, Christian, filling ........... . Thiu,e1lll1 J'I<!t.lll',,1 

HistoIY······ . 
Devlin, .Tohn B., bloc];s ............... :llaint. 23d & 24th 

IVards, 1878 ... 

Beard & Kimpland, piles .............. Const.Bridges over 

H R. ....... . 

Colwell, W. H. &; Son, lumber ......... ~Iaint. 23d &; 24th 

,Vards, 1878 .. 

Hazard Powder Co., powder and fuse .•. .Maint. 23d & 24th 

Vir ards, 1878 .• , 

100 00 

144 1)0 

57 00 

110 16 

20 90 



January 15, 1879.] 471 

Jones, Chas., and T. P. McQuade, labor 

and materials ................... Brook Av. Sewer. 

Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ....... Maint. 2Bd & 24th 

IV ards, 1878 ... 

McLean, Eugene. petty expcns<,f, ....... Conet.Bridges over 

H.R ......... . 

Rae, Thomas, rent. . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. Surveying. laying 

out etc., 23d &; 

24th W'ds, 1878. 

Salamander Iron Works, sewer pipe .... Maiut. 23d & 24th 

Wards, 1878 ... 
Talcott, James C., hay and feed. 

Van Winkle, E. B., petty expenses 

. .. Maint. 2~d & 24th 

Wards, 1878 ... 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d & 

24th W'de, 1 R7tl. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards, 1878 ............. . 

Harlem River Bridges. repairs. impt. and maint., 1878 ... . 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th WaJ'(lc, 1878 ... . 

Museum Natural History ........... " .......... " 

Brook Avenne Sewer .... , . 

398 51 

153 88 

100 00 

2,395 54 

3.395 54 

25 55 

10 35 

150 00 

10 80 

87 10 

3 88 

$4,115 28 

---- $4,115 28 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of forty-one hundred and fifteen dollars 

and twenty-elght cents. 

NEW YORK. January 15th, 1379. 

S. E. LANE, L Au-diting 
SAML. Co, OVER, f Committee. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 

separately, the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Secretttl'y be diTected to transmit 

them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to sa,iq motion, and jt was (leterminecl in the affinlHj,. 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Commissioner CONOVER, from the Auditing Committee, pre

sented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report th",t they have 
examined and audited the following bill, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Decker, Nicholas H., and Geo. W. Quin-

tard, Jabor and materials.. ..... Improvement and 

Construction Riv

erside Avenue ... $5,099 48 

$5,099 48 

Amounting to the sum of five thousand and ninety-nine dollars and forty-eight 

cents. 

I refuse to Budit. the f')l'egoing estifoate of Decker and (cluintard for $5,099.48, 
for the reason that my personal examination of th" work satisfies me that it has not 
been performed according to the contract, and that the cerWicate of the engineer, 
Thomas Franklin, that it bas been so perfot'mod, is incorrect. And also because 
a committee of engineers have been appointed to l'xamilte the work. 

4th December, 1878. 

I hereby audit the above mentioned bill. 
30th December, 1878. 

S. E. LA~E, 
Altditing Committee. 

SAML. CO~OVER, 
A urliting Committee. 

The above mentioned bill having been read and passed on, 

the PUESIDE:\T moved that the Board do now approve it, and 

that the Secretary be direct(d to transmit it to the Finance 

Departl1l2nt for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whetht:r the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-B. 

No--Commissioner Lane-I. 
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Trea8urer'~ Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks in account with 

Smith E. Lane, Trea8urer. 

18~9. OR 

Jan. 3. By balance. • . •. . . .. . . •. . .. .. ........... . 

Jan. 3 to 15. "cash received from licenses .... , .. '" ., 

89 95 

254 16 
--- $344 11 

DR. 

Jan. 7. To cash paid expenses monumenting Fox Estate .. . 

15. " balance ..... " ............................ . 

74 96 

269 42 

Cash in Bank of Metropolis ........ '" . . ... . . . 26 

" drawer ... 269 16 

S. E. LANE, 

$344 11 

269 42 

'1 reasurer D. P. 1'. 
N:tw YORK, IVednesday, January 15, 1879. 

9:80 A. M. 

Riverside Av. Brook Av. Sewer. 

T, Fox. Sewer in Third Av., 1 34th and 135th sts. 

Thh'd A". Bridge. Sum\. W atsou. 

The PREsIDEN'r reportecl, verbally, on the follow:ng matters, 

VIZ. : 

That on account of the \\'01 k on Hivel'side Avenue, Brook 
Avenue sewer, and the sewers ill Third AVt'nue, l;j4th and 135ill 
Streets, having ceased for the winter, he had su'>pen,led the fol
lowing employes: 

Cornelius O'Grudy, A~st, Eng'inecr, 
F. 8. Odell, Leveller. 
IV. B. Pierce, Rodman. 
Patrick Norton, Chainman, acting as Inspeotor. 
William Cushing, Chaiuman. 
Emil Bleyer, " 
James Dempsey, 
George J. Meinell, 
George F. Penfield, 
Robert MaDan, Jr., Axernau. 
James Chamberlain, Inspector. 
James Lynch, .. 
George McAl'dle, 
Philanzo Edick, 
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"rhat he had transferred Mr. Thomas Fox, Assistant, from 
Brook Avenue Sewer to the Topographical force. 

That he had appointed l\1r. Samuel vVatson, on the 1st inst., 
an assistant to the Bridge-keeper on Third Avenue Bridge, 
with pay at the rate of $2 per day. 

OommissiolJel' OONOVER moved that the action' of the Presi

dent in the several matters as reported by him be approved 

and adopted by the Board, and that Mr. Robert MaDan, Jr., 

Axeman on Hiverside Avenue Oonstruction, be restored to his 

position and work. 

'rile PRESIDEi'\T put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it ,vas determined in the affirma

tive; a majority of all tile members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye,,-CommissiolJers vVenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Thomas Frankliu, 

Oommissioner LANE offered tbe following resolution: 

R8solurl, That Mr. Thomas Franhlin, Superint811diug En
gineer on Riverside Avenue, be, and hereby is suspended. 

(.Minntes, .January 3. 1879, p, 443,) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree tu said resolution, and it was determined in the nega

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Noes-Oommissioners Wenman, vVetmore, 00nover-3. 

Charles F, Kelly, 

The PHESJDENT reported verbally that he had investigated a 

charge, which he presented, against Gate-keeperOharles F. 

Kelly, of being abst'nt on the 25th December, 1878, without 

leave. That he found the absence of the gate-keeper was 
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caused by the death of his aunt, aud he recommended that 

the charge he dismissed. 

Commissioner OONOVER moved that the report of the Pres

ident be accepted, and the recommendation therein adopted 

by the Board. 

Adopted. 

Telegraph Line. 

'fhe PRESIDENT, to whom the communication of Mr. James 

O. Wood, on behalf of the Gold amI Stock Telegraph Co" 

offering to rEiIleW the contra,ct for the telegraph line to Central 

Park with this Depm~tment was refel'red, reported verbally, 

and recommended that the contract be renewed for the year 

1879, for the sum not to exceed $720, on condition that the 

Gold and Stock Telegraph Co. replace the old with new 

nstruments, containing all recent improvements. 

Oommissioner LANE moved that said report be accepted and 

that the President be authorized to sign an agreement with 

the Gold and Stock Telegraph Co. on the tenns recoml1Hmded. 
(:Minutes, .JanutlJ'Y 3, 1879, p. 44G.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether t.he Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affinn

ative, [1 majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in 1'avor thereof, as follows: 

Ayel:!- CommisEioners Weuman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Fox Estate. 

The PRESIDENT offered the tolbwing resolution: 

Resolved, That the 'Treasurer be, and he hereby is, author
iZ8fl to furni~h )\fl'. Lyman Tiffany, agent for Mrs. :Mary L. 
Tiffanv, a statement of the manner in which the $2,250 cle· 
posited by her for the purpose of monumenting the Fox Es
tate has been expended, and to return to him any balance at 
present standing to the credit of that fund. 

(Minutes, August 21,1878, p. 207.) 
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'rhe PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a

tiYe, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

Sparrow Houses. 

Commissioner ·WETMORE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President be empowered to purchase 300 
sparrow houses, to be erected in the various city parks, at a 
cost not to exceed 50c. eaclJ, put up. 

'rhe PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, ::md it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the mem bel's of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Docul1Ients, &le., for City of Paris. 

~ommissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Refiolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, empowered 

to transmit to the City of Paris, F:cance, such documents of 
this Department as he ill his judgment may deem most suita
ble, in retul'll for the compliment paid to this Department by 
the City of Paris. 

(Minutes, .May 1, 1878, p. 49.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined ill the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, \Yetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Bills in Legislature. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, 'rbat the President be authorized to make arrange
ments for supplying the Department with printed copies 
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of the Senate and Assembly bills, during the present session 
of the Legislature, at a cost not to exceed $.50. 

(Minutes, ) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board v::>ting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Comm18sioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

• R. W. Morgan. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Gate-Keeper Richard W. :Morgan be, and 
he hereby is, promoted and appointed to the position of 
Patrolman in the Police Force of the Department. 

(Minutes, .1 "naary 2R, ] 878, p. 551.) 

The PRESlDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, "VVetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Offices of the Department. 

The PREsmJ<JNT presentec1 a lease of the omees of the De

pari.ment for the year 1879, from the New York Mutual Gas 

Light Company. 

OOlrllnj>;'lioner LANg then off"red the following resolution: 

Resolved. That the lense of the npper three floors of the 
building No. 36 Union Square, New York City, trom the New 
York Mutual Gas Light Company, dated J anuar.Y 1st, 1879, 
for a term of one .renx rrom it" date, and reserving ~t rent of 
$:2,500 per HIUJUm be, ;:mcl herd1." is, approved, and that the 
President be, and IHll'eby is, authorized to execute it in tripli
cate for and in behalf of this Department 

(Minutes, October 2, 1878, p. 289.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as foHows : 

AYf8- Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

Riverside Avenue. 

Thomas Franklin, 

-- Mr. Thomas Franklin, Superintending Engineer of Riverside 

Avenue Construction, was then received and given an oppor

tunitJ to make an explanation in reference to his proposed 

removal, amI, as directed at the meeting held on the 3d inst., 

he submittec1 a statement of the work on Riverside Avenue 

constrnction, ill reply to the report of the commission of civil 

engineer", appointed to examine said work, which was read. 
(:lIinutcf, J anua .. y 3, 187!), p. 443.) 

The PrmsID:ENT offered the following resolution : 

Resoi'ved, That the ;.;tatoment by Mr. Thomas Franklin, 
Superintending Engineel' of Hiver6ide Avonue constrnction, be 
reeeived and printe(1 at length in the minutes, and that said 
subject be laid over. 

The PRESlDEN'f put the qIlG:ltion, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, an(l it W,(S determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioner,; Weuman, ,Vetmore, Oonover, Lane 

--4-. 

STA'I'EME~T OF MR. THo}fA8 FRiNKLIN, SUPERn\TE~DING ENGI

~EEH OF RIVEltSIDE AVE~UE CONSTItUCTION. 

RIVERSIDE AVE,mE, Jany. 14th, 1879. 

To Hon . . JAl1E~ F. WEXMA". Preside/d, awl tlte Board of 
COtlUI-,i8S iOnei','; o.f the Depa'rtJneJtt of Pa)·ks: 

GE"TL>::.IEX,-- In arcol'da"ce with a resolution of yoUr Bourn, I beg leave to 
6ubl1Jit the following statement in regard to Lhe work on Riverside Avenue, auJ 
the )'lcen! l'l'port alll! puhlications connected therewilh. 

This matter ha" by dint of chicanery and misrepresentation, been placed be
fore the public in It very false light, with II view of discrediting the administratiou 
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of the Park Department, and to serve the unworthy purpoees of selfish and de
sIgning persons. In fuct, there seems to be sufficient evidence to warrant the 
charge of a conspiracy on the part of these individuals. 

I propOi'e, as concisely as possible. to state the exact. facts in the case, with the 
determination of disabuRing the public milld and exposing the real motives which 
underlie the conduct of those who have set on foot this diocreditable business. 

In brief, the Riverside Avenue is a drive-way or road laid out on the 'westerly 
side of the City, iu pursuance of an act of the Legislature. authorizin)!; a change 
in the original plan of the City. The straight and formal avenues laid down on 
that plan were, in this instance, discarded, and the line of the road followa, in a 
great measure, the topographical sinuosities of the rivers bank along the high 
crest near the line of Twelfth Avenue, as that aveuue was la'd out on the original 
map. The drive extends from the foot of SeventY-8econd Street, North River, 
to One hundred and Thirtieth Street, at Manhattanville, being about three miles 
in Ibngth. It crOSSes numerous ravine", winds around several prominent eleva
tions, and on its w('sterly "ide requires a lar!{e amount of masonry I!onstruction 
to sustain the roadway and protect the bllnk at the river side. A considerable 
area aojoining the drive, some of it in detached portions, has been acquired by 
the City for a public park known as " Riverside Park." The improvement of this 
ground is not included in the work under consideration. The contract for the 
work was awarded on the 31st day of October, 1870, to Messrs. Decker and 
QuintaI'd, two prominent citizens or New York, the former a well known con
tractor on railways. 

The work was commenced on the lOth day of Novell.ber, 1876, under the 
superintendence of James C. Aldrich. civil en"ineer, who continned in charge 
until the 13th of March, 1878. at which time. being then in the elllploy of the 
Park Department, I assumed charge of the work, it i'l. perh"ps. needless to say 
without solicitation on my part. I I'eceiv<'d the speeifications accompanyin(\' 1 he 
contract as my guide in superintending the work. These specifications I found 
to be crude 1U their character, confused in statenH'nt and verbose to an extreme 
degree. They were evidently not the production of an engineer possessing a clear 
comprehen,ion of the work to be done, but a patch \V Ol' I. of paragraphs made up 
from old specitications of one kind or' another, put t"g. ther in a most incongruous 
manner. The'e paragraphs attained the extraordinary number of two hnndred an.d 
twe1ltlJ-j'O'Itr, although they referred to the constmction of a silnple road way, 
involving no novel features. Of these paragraphs, sixty-five were e'pecially left, 
in their interpretation and execution, to the judgment and discretion of the 
engineer in charge of the work. In addition to this, tile topographical surveys 
upon which the plans Imd specifications were based Wel'c inaccurate, making it a 
matter of impossibility to confol'm I he wO"k to the lineH laid down on the plan, while 
the details ot'the plan itsetr were left, in a lal'ge mel>nre. undetlned and obscure. In 
fact., the contract could not have been carried out at all had it not been for the 
savin", clause In the agreement between the contractors and the Department (see 
paragr'aph B in the agreement), by which it was agree,l upon by both pal·ties that 
the engineer appointed by the Department should, in all m.,e-" determine the 
Itmount or the quality of the several kinds of work to be paid for under the con
tract, and determine all questions in relation to lines, levers and dime1l.s;ons oj w01·k. 

I found that my predecessor, acting in accordance with 1 he wide lalitude of the 
specifications, had modified the char'acter of the work to some extent feom that 
laid down, or attempted to be laid down, in the slJPcification3 and plan, and it 
would have been impossible for him to do otherwise if he exercised ordinary 
common sense. I was obliged to do the same. I am now called upon by the 
resolution of your Board to reply- to the criticisms upon the exercise of a discre
tion forced upon me by these crude specifications and plan, and I proceed to do so 
in detail. 

I desire, however, at this point, to protest against and denonnce the unfair, un
called for and offensive manner ill which the persons appointed to examine the 
work have gone out of their way, while assuming to compare the terms of the 
contract with the work done nnder it, to fill their report with unwarranted and 
unnecessary personal imputation~. The duty they were called upon to perform 
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was plain enough. Their conduct, however, leaves open to serious imputation 
both their motives and their capacity, and I propose to convince your Honorable 
Board, or at least a majority of it, of this fact before I finish this statpment. 

The following is the resolution under which the report was made that I am re
quired to auswer : 

" Resolved, That the matter of the Riverside Avenue contract be referred to 
Montgomery A. Kellogg, Esq., Civil Engineer, to examine the work done under 
the contract between this Department a"nd Decker &; Quintard, the contractors, 
and report the present condition of the \York, and in what respects it is doue in 
conformity with the contract, and in what respects it is not so done; and that 
the said civil engineer be, and he is hereby, directed to act in said examination 
in conjunction with two other civil engineers, to be appointed, one by the Mayor 
and one by the Comptroller, if those officers shall so elect. Notice of such ap
pointments, if made by the !liayor and Comptroller, to be given to this Depart
ment." 

Mr. Kellogg having declined to act, the Depart!l1ent, at its rneetin!,(' held on the 
.th day of December, 1878, appointed John Bogart, Esq., Civil Engineer, in his 
place_ 

The Mayor appointed Wm. E. Worthen, Esq .. Civil Engineer, and the Comp
troller appointed Charles H. Haswell, Esq., Civil Engineer. 

What was the plain duty of these individuals un, leI' the terms of the above res
olution? They were engineers, supposed to ha,e been selected on account of 
their engineering capacity and their knowledge of sl1ch work as that which they 
were requested to examine. Possessing this kn')wletlge, it would naturally be 
Bupp('sed that, taking the specifications (which were thc"ba,is of the contract) in 
their hand, they would proceed at once to the w<lrk in qnestion, and with an un
biased judgment, a clear intelligence, and a manly respect for a member of their 
own profeSSIOn, who claims to be their peel' in every respect, to compare the work 
with the specifications, assuming the specifications to be what they pretended 
to be. 

Not so, however. What they did, let the following correspondence show: 

WILLIAlII IRWI:\" Esq., 

DEPARTMENT OF PVBLIC PARKS, } 
36 U;-(lo:'< SQUARE, 

NEW YORK, December 7th, 1878. 

Sec)'etary Department Public Parks: 
Bir,-The Commissioners in the mattpr of Riverside Avenue contract have 

received the accumpanying note from Smith E. Lane, Esq., Treasurer of the De
partment of Public Parks. 

In accordance with the request contained in that note, this Commission has ap
pointed 3 P. M. of :Dfonday, December 9th, for :'Ill'. Lrme to appea'r b.'fore them. 

Will you please also notify the Commissioners of the Department of this ap 
pointment, in order that they may be represent€d, should they deem fit. 

Respectiully, 
tTOH~ BOGART, 

Secretary of Commission_ 

DEPART)IENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, } 
36 UXIDX SQUARE. 

NEW YORK, 7th December, 1878_ 
Mes8rs. JOHN BOGART, 'VILLIAM E. WORTHE:\, AXD CHARLES II. HASWELL, 

Cornmi.-sion in the J1fatier of the Riverside Drive: 
Gentlemen,-I desire to submit, orally and in wl'iting, my views in regard to 

the matters submittecl for your ('onsideration, t04(·t11e1' with some doeumentary 
matter, and respectfully suggest that you assign a time for the hearing ami sub
mission, and that my associate Commissioners be iuvited to be present, and re
quested to submit their views 

Respectfully yours, 
B. E. LAXE, 

lreasurer D, P p. 
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DEPARTME~T OF PUBLIC PARD,} 
313 UNION SQUARE, 

December 9th, 1878. 
JOHN BOGART, Esq., . 

Secretarp Commission to examine Riverside Avenue Improvement. 
Dear Sir,-The Secretary of this Department has handed me yours of the 7th 

inst., inclosing a copy of a commnnication from Commissiouer Lane, requesting 
that your commission would. appoint a time to hear his views, and those of the 
other Commissiorers, in relation to the subject you are appointed to examine. 

It is the opinion of all the Commissioners of this Department, ,except Mr. Lane, 
that your commis3ion should not be in any manner influenced in your determina
tion of the questions submitted to you by the views of any particular Commis
sioner, but solely by the condition of the work, and by the specifications, contract, 
maps, plans and papers relating to the work, all of which will be furnished you 
on request, by the Secretary of this Department. 

Under any other conditions, the report of your Commission would be liable to 
be impeached as not impartial. 

On behalf of my as,ociate Commissioners, Messrs. '\Vetmore and Conover, and 
also on my own behalf, I decline to influence your Judgment in any way by the 
expressior. of our views, and I tru~t you will yourselves take the same course in 
regard to Commissioner Lane. 

I remain, yours respectfully, 
J AS. F. 'IV EXMAN, 

Presd't Dep't Public Parks. 

The minutes of the proceediag's of these experts show that notwithstanding 
the unmistakable tone of the latter communication, the dignity and propietyof 
which cannot be questioned, it was ahsolutely ignored by them, and at their first 
meeting, before informing themselves by personal examination of the character of 
the work, they permitted Mr. Lane to address them in condemnation of hi9 
colleagues and the employees of the depal'tment, setting forth in laudatory terms 
his own eonduct, an(l his vie" s of the work from the standpoint" of a lawyer 11 " 

This was followed by an inquisitorial, aml extremely offensive examination of 
myself, and terminated by a lliass of testimony from discharged employees, who 
seemed to have occupied an extended period of idleness, (including Sundays) in 
accumulating a quantity of puerile criticisms in regard to the character of the 
work. 

H,wing obtained this important ilJformation, the three examiners found time 
to expend a few hours on the work it,,,l!', subsequently giving their report to Mr. 
Lane and the newspapcl's! in advuIlce of il s transmittal to the Board t.hat directed 
it to be made. Even 1 hen, it was ciistl'lbuted in copies to the different members 
of the Board, instead of being sent as an official paper, through the proper channel 
and in the propel' method, 

I now proceed to reply in detail to the statements which this report contains. 
Its authors begin by setting forth that they were ap?ointed to exalninf the w01·k 

done under the contract, for the improvement of Ri versicle Avenue. They then 
state that they have examined the" ork and mllttrials furnished as tlwl'onghlH as 
was practicable in the time at their disposal. The resolution under which these 
pers(.Jlls were appointed to act contained, it will, be ob,erved, no limit whatever as 
to time, and allY judgment expressed by them, after a merely cursory examination 
must necessarily be imperfec:t and unjust to all pal'ties concerned. 

If they were not able to gi ve the time required for a careful and intelligent ex
amination, they should not have undc'rtaken so responsible a duty. If they were 
induced by MI'. Lane, for reasons best known to himself, to hurry their report, 
(and the date would seem to confirm the supposition), that it might be made public 
before the radical change should take place in the administratioll of City affairs 
that was to occur on the 1st of January, they stultified themselves as engineers, 
lind theil' report is unworthy of consideration. 

In either case, a grave suspicion attaches itself to this extraordinary document. 
After thus apologizing for the hasty and incomplete character of the report, the 
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signers proceed with their criticisms by taking up, as they assert, the several 
~pecificatious in the order in which they occnr. Yet before they reach tho 
paragraph numbered 4, they jump to the 83d, and finally wind up with the 26th,-
27 being the total numbel', out of the 224 paragraphs contained in the ~ontract, 
that al'e referred to in the least,-Ieaving nearly 2i!0 paragraphs that they had 
not time to notice at all. 

Surely, sneh an examination as this is unworthy of any credit whatever. 
Out of the 27 paragraphs they assumed to have examined, about half meet with 

their unqualified approval so far as concerned the work done under them. And 
not only thi", hut the mo,t important, the most expensive, and the most difficult 
portions are affirmed, withont hesitation, to have been done in a manner snperior 
to t.hat ~alled for in the specifications. 

I might safely, so far as this report is concerned, rest my professional reputation 
on such hroad, clear and positive terms of approbation, since the Department and 
the public are thus assured of the excellence and durability of the work. 
, Notwithstanding this admission on their part, of the superior character of the 

work, they have, howevel', endeavored and succeeded in giving- a false and subtle 
tone to other portions of their criticisms, which, althon~h relating to compara
tivcly insignificant items, convey au appearance of deserved censure, and they do 
in fact, without having shown any foundation whatever for such action, indulge 
in grossly personal imputations upon myself. 

It becomes necessary, therefore, th"t I should notice in dptail every item of this 
unfair and ill-judged criticism, which refers chiefly to those paragraphs in the 
specifications the execntion of which was left to t.he discretion of the en~-ineer in 
charge, upon whom the resposibility of their interpretation is absolutely forced. 
Where these cr-iti"s differ from me it i,. therefore, merely a difference of opinion, 
and not of fact, and from what has preceded, I think I can safely question the 
wisdom or fairness of the dispntants. 

Ilem ,Vo. 1 of the criticism refers to the remo,-al of a certain amount of material 
from the ground adjoining the drive, and used as fllling, having been estimated as 
excayation. This was unsightly debris, which required removal sooner or later, 
and was used as filling, in the absence of more convenient material, to expedite 
the completion of the work, and was estim~ted as excavation, because J so inter
preted the specification. (See Excavation of Earth, No.5.) 

Item ]vo 2 refers in a general way to the cuttin~ down of trees, implying a 
cause f"r cenSure (without a positive statement), while there is not a shadow of 
foundation for it, as no tree has been removed which was not in the roadway or 
where the surface has been undistUl'bed. 

Item No.3 refers to the presrevation of top-soil. anotber subtle implication with
out a fact to base it upon, as every shovelfull of soil that was worth preserving' 
has been saved. When, in my judgment, the t, p-soil was so destitute of humus 
as not to be worth the fifty cents" yard it cost to save it, I caused it, as a matter 
of course, to be deposited in the flling. 

It~m No.4 states that slopes cost more to shape than it costs to make ordinary 
excavation of earth. This is a matter of doubt. But, the statement is olso made 
that the approximate estimates should be governed by t his assumption. I will 
state that the approximate estimatps fnlly cover that, and I fail to see the bearing 
of this item. No assertion is offered that the approximaie estimates have not 
been made with refereuce to this point. Nevertheless, the cnlor of an imputation 
is sought to be conveyed by this item. These slopes, like all the rest of the work, 
are as yet in an unfinished condition. 

Item 1Vo. 5 states that nearly all the rock excavation has been finished. This 
way be an important statement, but seems to require no comment. 

Item No.6 refers to embankments, and that at many points large stones have 
been used, according to my statement, Which is true. alld asserting that proper at
tention was not beillg given to the clause of the contract which requires that the 
interstices between the stones shall be filled with earth, and that, conseqnently, the 
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~urface has settled, forming holes, and that in some places the etlglllg gutter and 
walk areas have settled. "recommending also that before fll: ther proceedin,g to 
the construction of walks, dl'ives. &c., special measures should be taken to pre
vent th,,;r further su1)sidence, which will certainly occur unless this precaution is 
taken." 

The answer to this arl'aig'nment is that nothing is more difficult to accomplish 
than the filiing of the iuterstices between stones in an embankment. A cet·tain 
amonnt of time must be given for the carth to settle, and nothing but the superin
cnmbent weight of the upper mas" will do this aided by the action of the 
elements. The wate1' of a heavy rainfall. during the progress of a work, is the 
best ass;"tance that can he had for this pmpme, as every engineer will attest who 
know,; anything at all, anJ tho cavities that appeal' in an untini,hed work are the 
best evidence of the effectiveness of this excellent agent. The time that must 
elnpse before the work is completed, aided by t[;e heavy rollers that are to be 
used on the upper surface. will finally consolidate the eat,th mass. Some of the 
edging and gutter. temporarily in place and not yet a(Uusted, may have settled, 
but in the final ndjustment. which it has yet to undergo, all sncb unfinished work 
will be propedv completed. This itefll alone exhibits the injustice of the attempt 
to closelv criticise the superintendence of a work whil" in wch an incomplete 
stage. Criticisms of this kind mav he heard every day whel'(,ver a work of any 
kind is in progress, from those who know nothing whatever of the details. It 
appeal's to me thnt thi, item of critIcism is extt'emely puerile, and the critics 
have" hunted fnr for small game." 

Item No.7 refers to "Dry Wall," and is an unqualified approval of its char
acter, stating that it is even better than that called for hy the specifications and 
shown in the origillHl drawings at the letting of the contract. As this fot'm" the 
largest and most important item of the whole work the fact that it is regnded by 
these critics as so mnch better than is called foT' would seem to make their minor 
points of criticism somewhat in,ignificant. It is further staeed that the total 
amount of this expensive work is mnch les~ than the original estimate, which is 
of course, a ,gt'eat ad vant.age. in an economical. point of view. It is stated that 
economical change is entir-el v due to myself. This is not alto,gether true. My 
pl'eJeceosor, as well as mY3elf, made "hang .,s from the original plan,;, which retluced 
theql1antity of Dry W nIl. In some places. I have found it necessary to add some 
of this kind of work. 

Item No.8 refers to Parnpet wall, and states that this would nlso have been lees 
in qqantity th><n the original estimate, were it not for the fact that I had incrensed 
the height by one foot. 'l'his is trne; and it is an important fact. The wall.as 
originally planned, was bnt fifteen inches in Iwight, without the coping. As this 
wall is intended fot· the sole purpose of protectiDn against accidents fiolll falling 
over the high retaining wall", it must he evident to the most obtuse person in the 
world that thi~ height wonld fail to answer the purpose. Children, intoxicated 
persons. and even tlto"e who were sober. w'JUld, ill the dilrk, be Iinble to fall over 
it, nud be killed or sel'iou,;ly injured. The amount of suits for dam"ges against 
the City would soon hecome enormous; tberefore, re"pect for life and limb, as well 
as a proper regard for the tax-pilyers, demanded thnt the height "honld be in
crea"ed. and thi" actioll has md with the uuqualified approval of all that have seen 
the wall, inclnding engineers of the highest professional chal·aeter. 

The wall ibelf is, however. cond('mned by the~e CI itics for the reason that it 
varies somewhat from the letter of the sp,·cilicationR. This variation is due to 
ntter impos,-;ihility of proclll'ing, within a reasonable space of time, stones of the 
precise size called for. \\There there has been n val'iation in ~ize. So that two 
.,tones have been nsed in a COUrel8 wlll're one stone was called for, these two stones 
hnve bpen securely bound together with iron anchol's, making them equal in 
strength to one stone. The verticfll joints between them, being sometimes a little 
wider than the letter of the specification, were carefully filled with excellent 
cement find spawls, and as the mas,-;ive coping fully shields lhe work from any 
possible action of the elements, the wall thus becomes as firm and dmable ail if it 
were one solid stone. I assert that it fulfills the spirit of the contract in an 
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eminent degree-that it is firm, durable, and in every way permanent and satis
factory. This opinion is affirmed by the testimony of eminent engineers. 

Item No. 9.-Coping. The character of this, say the critics, is good, and com
plies with the contraet, except that chisel deafts of half an inch are omitted in 
some places, where called for. Half an inch draft would be of little effect. There 
is one incl" where a draft has been cut, and when the work is complete, it will all 
have a one inch draft. 

Item No. IO.-This refers to Rubble Masonry, and it is stated that it complies 
substantially with the contract. This is an lther important item, which is also 
positively approverl, it being classed with the masonry of the br'idge at Eighty
sixth street, (Eighty-seventh street) "the f~ce of which, it is stated, is superior to 
that with which it is classed, and much better than is called for by the contr·act." 

Item iVO. 11.-" Stonc filled in rear of wall." The examiners state that in their 
judgment., this has not been where it ought to be, as the matter wa;; left to my dis
crethn, they say that whether' done or not done makes no difference in the con
tract. As the Embankment wall is composed of very large stones, 80me of them 
weighing many tons, there was no necessity.for any special effort to relieve the 
slight pressure against them. 

Item No. I2.-Concrete. This, they say, was not examined, as it was bebw the 
surface. 

Item ~No. I3-Drainage, A and n. This item refers to my statement that some 
deviation may have occurred in the manner of refilling the earth over the drain 
pipes, after they were laid, and quoting the fpecification in this respect. The 
necessity of ramming earth in and aroulld drain pipes varies with the nature of 
the soil, and as in some cases along the Ri verside Avenue. the compact loam form,'d 
a firm bed, and when thrown b_1Ck into the trench from a height above, imbedded 
itself firmly, I considered a strict com pliance wil h the letter of the specification 
to be unnecessary. But I assert that the draiu pipes are well_and firmly :aid and 
covered. Quality of pipe not criticised. 

(fern No. l4.-Brick masonry no(criticiscd. Said to be nearly all covered. 

Item No. 1 ~.-Cement not criticised, as none was being used. A full opportunity 
of seeing what had been used was afforded, but the critics have not the faimess 
to state in writing what they were repeatedly hearll to say, that it was of exeel
lent quality. The statement that lIly mode of testing was not sllch as is usual in 
public works is gratuitom. The test 1 made is uome out by the excellent quality 
of the cement on the whole line of the work. 

item No. 16.-Pavement of wheel way of Drive. The criticism on this portion 
of the work is, in brief, that the road-bed has not been prepared with a roller; 
that the stones that have been placed on a portion of it al'C, some of them, in
ferior in quality, and that they have not all been adjuste:l as required. .My 
answer to this is that the light roller (2 tons) called for would have little or no 
effect below the surface, that the stones used were snch as are always used in 
similar work, and th'lt the adjustment of the stones has been under the charge 
of foremen who have had long experience in t his particular Idnd of road cou
struction, especially on St. Nicholas Avenue, that they did their work in precisely 
the same manner as that done and accepted on that ~venue; that the rolling was 
reserved for the final arrangement of the material, with a heavy roller of ten to 
fifteen tons, as being- far preferable to the inferior work of a small roller. 'When 
this roadway is finished, in accordance wi;h the method proposed, it will be 
equal in every respect to any road of the like descriptiou that is now in ex
istence. 

A limited amount of the first conrse of covering has been placed on the layer 
of stone. No gravel calied for has .vet been used anywhere, as ti,e road is not iu 
a condition fo(, it. What has been done ill the way of road covering is extremely 
im pel-fect, and altogether unfillished. No fair c"iticism call be made of this 
matter ill the present stage of the work. Whether all the care that eQuId 
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possibly be exerciseo ever can, or ever has prevented a road-bed of this character 
from being filled in its interstices, is a matter of great doubt. 

Item No. 17.-Pavement of Ride. The same criticidm and the same answer 
applies to this item. 

Item No. l8.-Pavement of walks. The statAment is made that a htrge amount 
of walk surface bas heen brought to grade, but none of it rolled. FUl~thermore, 
that a large amount of these walk surfaces are oyer the embankment, close to the 
wall, "nd specially liable to settlement, and that in some cases the surface bas 
already settled, and that the omission of rolling in such cases is injudieious. I 
repeat here tbe statempnt already made. that a ligl:t roller, sucb as calleel fo,' in 
the specification, cannot possiblv consolidate an embankment. as its influence and 
weight would not be felt. more than two or three feet below the surface. Heavy 
embankments must be allowed a period for settlement. Even a very beavy roller 
Rlone could not accomplish this, withoul tbe aid of the elements. 

Item No. 19.-Gutlers. Th(>se are reported tn be unfinisbeil. which is true of 
all the work on the avenue. The gutters laid have had the disadvantage of the 
incomplete conilition of the road.bed, and the rain·storms have had ft-ce access 
to the p()l'tion that has been laid, aHd the disarrangement thus caused will require 
that they be relaid in part. 

Item No. 20 (21 ).-Granite curb angle stones. The statement here made, that I 
had said that it had escaped m:v attenlion that grotnite was reqnired for curb ang-le 
stones. is a mistake. Whftt I did say was that tbe question asked me escaped my 
attention. I substituted blue stone in the plaee of granite, at the ends of tree 
plots for the sake of uniformity, both in height and color, with the bln9 stone 
e,dgings. I regard this ae a groat improyement, besides saving money to the City 

Item No. 22 criticises the Bluestone C11\'b, stating-, however, thnt it is generally 
of the specified thickness and depth, while many are slack at the ends, not having 
good joints, ancl quite a number cracked, and that a good deal of it is out of line. 
Tbis statement is an exaggerated one. The relining, and in some cases, reset.ting of 
curb will necessarily be re'luireil in tbe spring. when the roadway is completed. 
Impcrf,;ct pieces will, of course, be condemned and renewed before a final cer
tificate is giYen. 

Item No. 23.-Blue Stone Edgings. This it.em criticises the edging in about 
the same t.erms as the curb is criticised. The same answer applies to this. It 
seems impos;;ible for the'e critics to remember that the whole i.\ in a totally "".fin
ished state. If these strictm'cN were made upon a completer] work, which it was 
proposer! to accept, there might be a show of reason. But for a piece of work 
totally incomplete, they are uncalled for. 

Item. 1%. 24.-Complains that some pieces of flagg-ing are cracked, anrl some not 
quite up to the required thickness, and that in some places it was laid in loam. 
Abo. that a careful inspection and removal of some of it will lJe required, As a 
matter of course, before a final estimate is given, all cracked pieces, .01' those 
otherwise not in conformity with the contract, will be removed. 

'tem No. 25.-Cross-walks reported as in conformity with contract. 
Item No. 26.-Trestle·work reported as well constructed,~framed" and of good 

material. . 

This emls the crit.icism byexpm-ts on the work on Riverside Avenue, It in
dorses i.n unqualified tHms thc principal and most important part of the work, 
and the character of the materials. Also, in equally positive terms it states that 
there is no apparent excess in the sum of the quantities returned on approximate 
statements, alleg-ing- neither fraud, deception, nor over· estimate. Yet, in striking 
contrast to "n these terms of approval apparently forced from them, the signers 
paRS a condemnat.ion upon myself. int,ended to secure my removal, while the 
friends of two of them, as I have been informed, immediately proceed to solicit, 
with great earnestnes~, the place that is expected to be thus made vacant . 

. Further comment from me is unnecesiary. 
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Being desirous. however. that the whole businees should be clearly understood 
by the public. I requested that 80me disinterested parties would select from the 
American Society of Civil Engineer;; as many of the most emiuent members of 
that organization as WaS del'med neCfJ88'lry (with the sale condition tlHlt the.y 
should not be even arq'",intauces of mine), to examine this work in perilon, with 
the specifications, and the report 01 the expects before tiJem, and exp,ess a candid 
opinion. 

The hi"h character and profes,ioaal abilit,y of the w.ntlemen so seleetecl cannot 
be ql1('stioned. 

Theil' report is annexed also, without comment, as well as the report of En
gine"r J. B. Dacon to the COllll'tl·oller. 

It is 1'1'oper to sa,- that ;\11'. Bacon is an en:;ineer of long experience of public 
works in the Cit.y of N cw York, and a gentlem,lIl of high character for probity and 
int,(,lJigente. 

I I,,,v.' nothinc;- whillever to ade! tn all this. But perhaps it would be well for 
me to ,tate t.hat t his splendid work, when finished. as it will be, in full accordance 
with the spil·it. of tile specifio:atiuns, will be completed at a cost f<lr le;s than the 
oris-illnl estimate-a fact so nnusu'll with works of this nature, that it is I\t least 
worthy of record. 

All 'of which is respectfully submitted. 
THOS. FRANKLIN, 

Supe1'iutending Engineer. 

UEPORT OF ENGINEER J. B. BACON. 

NEW YORK, October J4, 1878, 
DANIEL JACKS":I', Esq., 

Altditor Fi1lance Department: 
Sir.-In reference to the operat ions on R', versicle Drive I re:'l'cctrnlly report 

that I have g('ne OVPI' and examined a great POl'ti(lll of the work. 
It is abont three nlilc:3 in lCll~~h, nllLl t!v~ gr~~ater pnrt of it is in a tl'an~ition 

sta:e; m:]eh of it seal'eely begun. amI othel' pal't, half clone. The length of the 
work, nnd the many tcdio~l.3 detonrs W:"cl's~ary iu exarnining, occupied co:n~ider
able time. 

Road-bed--On page 17,4.)-6, it is "pecified that ti.e stones on the roadway are 
to be ev.·nly ar:ju-ted awl compactly bl'ou;::ht t02;l·ther. 

Th:s appears to have becn done, not as a-serted in t.he 2d diagmm or sketch of 
nn ar"hitect, but in compliance with Article C, foliowing in the spt'cifications; 
and the stones are laid i[1clined to an ane;'le, and Inpping over each other, to pre· 
vent the sinking of the gravel and eill·tll, ancl to presen'c the cellular character 
for' proj,er drainage. 

Gravd.-Kone of the road-bed has yet been prepared for the c;-ravel; only the 
first c,~'atillg of eartit, as in specifications, has yet been laicl, and of that, only II 

portion, 
('onsegu~ntly, there has yet been no rulling donR. The f"undation road sur

facing appears to be satisfactm'y, and also the gutt"rs. 
Parapet Wa,l.-This has l)('en buiit. even better than at first inteuded. At first, 

it was of the insecure heigh' of only 2 feet 1 inch. 
Under the present management. the height h,\S been increasecl to 8 feet, and it 

is properly and stron~'ly built. 
The foundations of the parapet walls above Seventy-ninth Street are also well 

built. Below Seventy-ninth StreEt there is a stl'etch of bad wall, which was done 
unclc'r other coutractors and engineers; but the recent portions are strone;'. 

On EO long a ,tretch of work, and in its presc-nt state, my exan,ination conl,\ 
not be exhaustive, for want of time. Rut I consider that the work is now well 
planned, and being well done, and in accordance with the latitude allowed by the 
specifications. 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) J. B, HAOON, 

E:r.ami".tJt', 
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The undersigned were requested to examine the materials furnished under the 
contract for the construction of Riverside Avenue, and the work done in pur
suance of that contract nnder the supervision of Engineer Thomas Fmnklin. and 
to report their opinIon as to the fitness of the material furnished for the con
strnction of said Rh'erside Avenue. and also their opinion as to the stability and 
permanence of the work done, and in general whet her the spirit and intent of the 
contract and specification has bcpn carried out by the engineer it~ his super
vision of the work. 

The undersigned, having duly examined the work so far as the ineuspiciouE 
state of the weather would permit-that is to say. their examination was neces
sarily confined to what, was in sh,ht above ground. the severe frost prevent ing 
any examination of foundation, alld having also examined the plans under which 
the work was originally contracted for, and also the changes which in the 
exercise of hi3 discretion the engineer has seen fit to make in the ol'iginal 
design of certain parts of the work, and aleo informed themsehes by inquiries 
made at the office on the work as to the process and methods of construction 
pursued, und the nature and extent ot the estimate" of the value of the work done 
and materials furnished as stated by the engineer, submit the following as the 
resnlt of their examination: 

They find that neither in the materialB fnrnished, nor in the work done, has the 
engin('er regarded any work as completed, hnt in the unfinished condition of the 
work, appear, to haye left an ample margin in the !lstirnate,; to provide for any 
re-setting, relining or relaying or replacing of imperfect materials whkh in the 
very nature of things (exposed as the work will be to the elelllents), will become 
a necessity before it can be accepted as finished in accordance with til<' terms of 
the contract; and there is flO work in view, where any needed improvements or 
changes that may become necessary may not be made before it 8 final acceptanct" 
as a completed work, in accordance with the terms of the contract. 

The changes made in the original design of the parapet wall are considered as 
judicious and apparently made in the exercise of a 'olu:d discretion. and not in 
the interest of the contractors. 

The walling where approaching completion is of as stable and permanent char· 
act.er, as. in view of the original designs, under the "pecifieatiolls governing them, 
it could he expected to bp. It is seen in an unfinished and unprotected state, and 
to great disadvantage, and little d"tects can be maglJified which would disuppear 
in the completed work. withont entailing any injury to its pernlanence or ,ta
bility. The stone afforded by the exeavation is not of the first quality. This 
was well known before "ntoring into the cont]'act, bnt its use was allowed by the 
specifiations. 

With thi8 proviso, we are of the opinion that the materials furnished are evel'Y 
way suited to make good and permanent, work, in accordance with the spirit of 
the contract. 

NEW YORK, .Tanuary 14th, 18'79. 

JULIUS W. ADAMS, 

W M .• T. McALPINE. 

Document 85. 

Commissioner LANE then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the report of the Commission of Civil En
gineers appointed to examine the work on the Riverside 
Drive, together with the te~timony transmitted therewith, also 
the stntement of Mr. Thomas Franklin, Superintending En
gineer, be printed as a document of tbe Board, and that copies 
thereol, when printed, be transmitted to the Mayor, tho Comp
troller, and the several Civil Engineers, Messrs. Haswell, W or~ 
then, and Bogt'\,l't; also to Mr. Thomas Franklin. Suuerint.pnr1-
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ing Engineer; also to Messrs. Julius W. A.dams and William 
J. McA.lpine. 

(See Document No- 85.) 

The PRESIDEl\T put the guestionwhether the Board would' 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma~,' 

tive, a majority of all the members of the' Board voting, 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

OIl motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 12 
o'clock M., to meet on Wednesday. the 22d day of January, 
1879, at 9:30 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA Y, JANUARY !!2d, 1879 . 

.. AD.JOURNED MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK, A. M. 

,"-f 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" CONOVER. 

" LANE. 

{ 

The minut~s ef the previous meeting of the 15th inst. wer$ 

read and approved. 

The followin~ communications were presented and read: 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, as follows: 

Hon. JAMES F. WE)lMA)I, 

LAW DEPARTMENT, .~ 
OFFIOE OF THE COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION, 

NEW YORK, January 15, 1879. 

President of the Department of Public Parks: 
Sir,-I duly received your communication of the fourth instant, cont.aining· the 

following resolution, which you state was adopted at a meeting of the Commis· 
sioners of the Department of Public Parks held that day: 

" Reso/vPd, That the President be requested to confer with the Connsel to the 
" Corporation, submitting to hifT'. all the papers in connection with the work on 
.. cases for Museum of Natural History, and asking for his opinion and advice as to 
,. the duty of th~ Department, in view of all the facts in the case, as to the 
" Board this day presented." 

With yonI' letter was also transmitted the report of Mr. Commissioner Conover 
n rehtion to the matter. together with all the documents therein mentioned, and 
he original bids received for the work. You also state that the work has been 
xecnted by Mr. Schwarzwaelder, who has presented his bill, amounting to or..e 
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thousand five hundred and thirty-eight dollars, and that if such bill is legal it is 
payable from the fund provided by Chapter 351, Laws of 1875_ The facts in 
relation to this matter, as they appear from the papers trausmitted with your 
letter, are as follows: 

The minutes of the Board show that on the 12th day of June, 1878, the 
Treasurer, Mr. Lane, was authorized to issue ordera for the construction of 
cases for the Museum of Natural History, arcording to plans approved by the 
Chairman of tHe Committee on Plans of the Museum. On the first of Julv, Mr. 
Lane, over his signature as Treasurer, sent communications to the following p"lr
sons and firms, informing them that they were invited to bid for the making of 
the cases for the Museum of Natural History: 

Strip pel & Son, 
Elward Smith, 
Roux &; Son, 
Braunsdorf & Metz, 
William Schwarzwaelder. 

The notice sent to Braunsdorf & Metz, transmitted to me, is as follows, and I 
presume the others were in the same fOI'm: 

"CITY OF NEW YORK, } 
"DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, 

" NEW YORK, July 1st, 1878, 
" You are invited to bid for the making of the cases for "the M,:,seum of Natural 

" History bnilding. 
"Plans and specifications may be seen at this office. Bids to be addressed to 

" me, and to be opened on the eleveuth day of Jnly, 1878, at ten o'clock A. lI!. 

" Envelope containing bid to be endorsed' Bid for cases for Museum of Natural 
" History.' 

"SMITH E. LANE, 
(' Treasurer. 

" To BRAUNSDORF &; METZ." 

In response to these notices bids were received at the Park Department, which 
were there opened on the eleventh instant. Mr. Hawley, a clerk in the Depart
ment, states that the number received was foul', while Mr. Lane, in his statement, 
says the number so received was three. Of the bids that were so opened, that of 
Messr~. BrauDsdorf & Metz was the lowest, they having offered to do the work 
for one thousand five hundred and forty-five dollars. 

The bids were openly read, but no award was made of the contract at that time. 
and the bids were taken away by Mr. Lane, who states that he did not award 
the contract, because other persons to whom requests had been s~nt to estimate 
on the work had all of the lIth of July to send iu their estimates. Mr. Lane 
also states that on going to his office, 145 Broadway, at twelve o'clock noon of that 
day, he found an estilllate from William Schwarzwaelder, dated July lOth, 1878, 
and on arriving at his house, 64 'Vest Ninth street, on the afternoon of that day, 
he found an estimate from Strippel & Son, dated .July 11th, 1878. Mr. Lane states 
that he took these last two estimates, with those previously received, to the office 
of the Department of Parks, on July 12th, 1878. and told Mr. Hawley, clerk, to 
prepare an order for the aforesaid work for William Schwal'zwaeldel', he having 
estimated at the lowest price. Mr Hawley stateR that the bids taken away were 
returned by Mr. Laue on July 13th, instead of July 12th. The bid of Mr. 
Schwarzwaelder was for :31,538. being seven dollar~ less than that of Braunsdorf 
& Metz. In compliance with Mr. Lane's direction, an order to do the work was 
given to Mr. Schwarzwaelder, who has performed the same, and now presents his 
bill to the Board for $1,538, and, as I understand, my opinion is desired as to 
whether it is the duty of the Board to approve said bil!, and certify it to the 
Comptroller in the usnal manner for payment. 

You do not state in vour letter why a doubt has arisen as to the duty of thlo 
Board to approve this bill, but from the statements contained in the report of Mr. 
Commissioner Conover, and from other papers, I infer that such doubt arises froID. 
the fact that the bid of Braunsdorf & Jl1etz was the lowest -of tho'se opened at the 
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Department on July 11th, and that it is claimed that it VIIS the duty of the Trea
surer to have thereupon awarded the contract to that firm. 

I do not think, for the purpose of this communication, that it is necessary to 
consider or pass npon the various questiOllR of fact which are presented by the 
papers submitted to me. Mr. Lane and Mr'. Schwarzwaelder have snbmitted sworn 
statements to the effect that Mr. Schwarzwaelder's bid was sent to Mr. Lone's 
office, but that Mr. Lane did not, directly or indirecty, communicate to Mr. 
Schwarzwaelc'er the amount of the bid of Braunsdorf &; Metz. From these 
denials I infer that it had been suggested that Mr. Lane had communicated such 
information to Mr. Schwarzwaelder, and thereby enabled him to underbid Mes~rs. 
Braunsdorf &; Metz to a small amonnt. In the view which I take of this matter, 
it is not important or necl'ssary for me to decide whether Ml\ Lane did or did not 
commnnicate such information to Mr. Schwarzwaelrler, although it is fair to Mr. 
Lane to say that the statements made by him and :Mr.Schwarzwaelder are not 
contradicted by anything in the papers transmitted to me. 

The report of Mr. Commissioner Conover in relation to this matter appears to 
me to be based upon a misapprehension of the law in relation to the letting of 
contrad>. S('etion 91 of Chapter 385 of the J .. aws of 1873 requires that all con. 
tracts for work to be done, or supplies to be furnished to the Oity, shall be made at 
public letting, in the manner therein provided. unless otherwise ordered by the 
Common Council. When a contract is let pursuant to this section, the form must 
be settled and approved by the Counsel to the Corporation, as a preliminary spec
ification to the bid. An advertisement calling for bids. in the form prescr'ibed by 
the ordinances of the Common Council, must be published in the City Record for 
at least ten days. The lowest bidder upon the opening of the bids, whose bid is 
also in the form prescribed by the ordinances of the Common Cormcil, is entitled 
to the contract, provided he gives adequate security for its performance. It appear~ 
from the undisputed facts in relation to this matter that the Commissioners of the 
Park Department did rlot suppose that the pl ovisions ot this section had any rela
tion to the letting of the contract for cases for the}luseum of Natural History, for 
as is stated in the report of Mr. Commissioner Conover, the Board, on .June J 2, 
1878, authorized the Treasurer to issue orders for the construction of such cases' 
It was evidently not supposed by the Board, nor by the Treasurer, that the pro-' 
visions of this section had anything whatever to do with the letting of the contract 
for the work in question. No notice was published in the City Record calling for 
bids, but a simple note was sent by the Treasurer to various individuals and firms, 
inviting them to bid for the making of the cases in question. The bids put in were 
Dot in the form prescribed by the ordinances, nor were any sUl'eties, as provided 
by said ordinances, name.] in such proposal, nor, so far as appears from the papers 
submitted to me, was any security given for the performance of the contract. In 
determining, therefore, the legality of the action of :Mr. Lane, the provisious of the 
charter, "nd other provisions of law in relation to the puhlic letting of contracts, 
will not be considered by me, at the present time, as having any bearing upon the 
question. 

If the COl1lrnisisoners had the right to direct the Treasurer to procure this work 
to be done, without a eontract at a public letting, I am unable to discover any 
violation 01 law in the action taken by the Treasurer, in pursuance of such author
ity. Assuming that the Commissioners had snch authority, the Treasurer was 
under no legal obligatiou to invite different persons to submit bids, nor was he 
under any legal obligation to accept the lowest, or any other, of such bids. Unless 
restrieted by some by-law or order of the Commissiuners, it would seem that the 
Trea,nrer might have gi ven the order for the work to any person to whom he saw 
fit to give it, and at sHch price as, in his judgment, was just and reasonable. It 
necessarily follows that neither :Messrs. Braunsdorf & .!\fetz nor any otber bidder 
had any legal right to an award of the order for doing the work in question. 
What the eqnitable rights might be would be another matter. Hthe Department, 
can authorize the Treasurer to procure work without public letting, and he is in 
the habit of calling for bids, such equitable rights would depend upon the practice 
of the Department and the circumstances of each case. All the bids submitted 
under a call of this description might be so high that the Treasurer might feel 
obliged to reject them 1>.11, or he 111ight deem it I>.dva,ntageous to award the contract 
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to eome pereon whoee bid was not the lowest, !lnd he w6uld undoubtedly have the 
power to take either course. Even for the purpose of getting an advantageous 
contract for the City, I presume no one would claim that the award of the con
trad, under these circumstances, Ehould be postponed for the purpose of commu· 
nicating 1he amounts of the bids 10 other perEons, thus' enabling the latter to 
slightly underbid those who,e bids were opened at the regular time and tllU. 
obtain the contract. But even if such postponement were made. and such infor
mation conveyed, the transaction would not be an illegal, although it might be an 
unfair or dishonorable one. If the provisions in the chart!'r, and of othe.· laws, 
requiring contracts of this character to be made at pnblic letting do not apply. 
then the whole matter is left to the discretion of the officers of the Department, 
and the persons sending in bid., pursuant to an informal request, such as was made 
in this case, have no lei!:al right to object to any action that may·J:.e taken by the 
D~partment in awarding the contract, whatever equitable grounds they might have 
for complaining that others have been favored at thdr exppnse. 

It does not seem to be nece.sllry for me at the present time to express a final 
opinion upon the question whether the Commissioners ()f the Park Department 
had the right to authol'ize the lrcllsurer to give an order for the work in ques
tion, without a public letting of the contract.. It appears that they did give him 
such nuthotity, and that he called for bids, alld that Mr. Schwarzwaelder. who re
ceived th60rder. was the lowest bidder. Mr. Schwarzwaelder has done the work, 
and presents a bill equal in aDlount to the sum for which he offered to do the 
w"rl,. There is no suggestion in the )Japers before me that the work has not been 
properly done, and it seems to me that the duty of the Commissioners is to ap
prove the bill, and ce.tify it to the Comptroller, for paym~nt in the usual way. 
leaving' the questi.m of their right to have the work don., without. a eontract mndf 
at public letting to be determined hereafter. 

It appears to have been assumed by the Commissioners that they had authority 
to have 1he work done in this mannel', although Section 91 of the Charter requires 
all work done for the City. over >il,OOO in amount, to h.e I)r,wul'ed by contJ-acts 
made at public ldting, anr! that provision is, as a rule, applicahle to work pro
cured for the Cit.y by the Park Depart.ment. I do not know whether t.he quef'tlOn 
of the power of the llepartment in relation to this particular work has ever been 
passed upon by this DC'partrnent.. If it has loeen, I should be glad to be referred 
to any opinions that may have been e,-iven. It is "tated in yOUI' letter that if the 
bill was· legally incurred, it b payable out of the moneys provided by Chapter 
3~1 of the Laws of 1875. That act authorizes and dIrects the Commissioners of 
th .. Park Dep,.rtment to estahlish and equip the ~1u'eum' of Natural Hi"tory in a 
suitable manner, and there are some decisionR of the courts which tpud to show 
that undpr this act the Commissionns have a ri!!,'ht to procure work to be done on 
said building without contracts made at public letting. I do not intend, howe'-er. 
to pass upon this question at. the present time, but recommend. as above stater! 
that the hills should be approved, and transmitted to the Finall~e Department for 
payment. The papers tJ'allsmitted with your letter arc herewith returned. 

Filed. 

I am, sir, yours respectfully, 
WM. C. WHITXEY, 

Co'msel to the Corporation. 

(Minutes, January 3, 1879, p. 450.) 

Commissioner LANE then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the bill of William Schwarzwaelder, amount

ing to the sum of $1,538, for fitting up cases in the Museum 
of Natllral History, be approved, and that the Secretary be 
directed to transmit it to the Finance Department for pay
ment. 

(Minutes, December 18, 1878, p. 424.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners vVenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Bridge ovpr Harlem River. Pile Driver. 

From the Department of Docks, presenting a bill for $92.24, 

for the maintenance of the Pile· driver at Ma(lison Avenue, 

Harlem River, from the 2d lnst. until the 9th inst., consequent 

upon the ice and extreme low water preventing its removal 

during said time, and for towing. 
(Minutes. Deecmber 27.187'. p. 431 ) 

Referred to the Engineer of Construction, for his report. 

Museum of Art. 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting upon the 

communication of }\IIr. ,John 'Taylor Johnston, President of the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, in reference to the construction 

of cases for the Museum of Art, in which he recommends that 

the neeessary working dni;wings for said easps be prepared by 

the Department, in aeeordanee with the climensions and diree· 

tions to be given by the Trustees of the Metropoli tan Museu.m 

of Art, and that the work of eonstrueting the eaSt~S be done 

by the Ioree in the employment of the Department. 
(Minutes. ,Talluary 15, 1878, p.i69.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution, 

Resolved, That the Superintending Architect be, and he is 
h8reby, directed to prepare all necessary working drawings fm 
e'lses for the Museum of Art in aecOl'dance with the dimensions 
and directions tu bo giV8u L,y lh" Trnstees of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art; and that the work of construeting experi
mental cases be performed b'y the force in the emplo'yment of 
the Department under his directions. 
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The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a m'tjority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Thomas Clark: 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reconlmending that Mr. 

Thomas Clark, painter, be paid the sum of $~::l-fJu for time 

lost by him on accollnt of injuries received while at work on 

the Museum of Natural History builtling. 
(ylinutes, Dec. 18. 1878. p. 420.) 

Tho PRESIDENT moved that :\j r. Thomas Clark, painter, be 

allowed said sum of $23.jltfo on the next pay roll for the time 

so lost by him. 

The PRESIDEN'l' put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye.s-Commissioners vVenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

C. A. Kentish. P. McStay. M. Walsh. 

From the Superintendent of Parks forwarding the names of 
the following laborers who had been absent for more than 

three days, and who now desired to be restered, namely 

Charles A. Kentish, Patrick McStay and :Michael Walsh. 

Also from Mr. T. J. Campbell, requesting that said Patrick 
McStay be restored to work. 

Commissioner CONOVER mover] that said laborer", namdy, 

Charles A. Kentish, Patrick McStay and :lVIichael vVaish be re
stored t() work. 
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The PRESIDEKT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners \Venman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Third A venue, 23d Vi ard. 

From the Topographical Engineer, reporting upon the ap

plication of Mr. R. Brown to straighten Third A venue be

tween One Hundred and Fifty-fi rst Street and One Hundred.and 

Sixty-first Street, in which he state8 that under present cir

cumstances the benefits to be derived from the pI-oposen change 

are so outweighed by the disadvantages that he should not 

feel at liberty to recommend it unless it was very clearly shown 

that a majority of those who would have to bear the assess

ments caused by the change were ie favor of it. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, January 15, 1879, p. 461).) 

:Sewer in UHth Street. 

Sewer in 142d Street. 

Sewer in Fordham Avenue. 

From the Engineer of Construction, l'eeom mendiog that sewers 

be constructed ill One Hundred alld 'rhirty-fourth Street be

tween \Villis Avenue nnd Brook AVelllH', 111111 III Oue HUllUl'ell 

and Forty-second Street, between J.lex11nder AVt'lllH) anu 

Brook Avenue, also recolllmending that sewers be not cou

structed in Fordham Avenue between One Hundred ana Eitjilt.'

second and One Hundred and Eighty-third Streets, at pre,.;ent, 

as there is no outlet for a sewer at that locality, exeept into 

Mill Brook, which is an open stream in a populous district. 
(Minutes, January l[), 1879, p. 467,470.) 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the Engineer of Con"true
tion be directed to prepare plans and specifications for the 
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sewers in One Hundred and Thirty-fourth Street, h'om Willis 

Avenue to Brook Avenue, and in One Hundred and Forty

second Street, from Alexander Avenue to Brook Avenue, and 

submit them to tl1f' Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

--4. 

Gravel. 

From Mrs. Catherine E. Van Cortlandt, offering to deliver 

Roa Hook gravel on the parks during the year 1879 for $l.55 
per cubic yard. 

Also from Mr. John B. Devlin, offering to deliver such 

. gravel as may be required on the parks during 1879, of a 

quality equal to Roa Hook gravel, for $1.52 pel' cubic yard. 
(Minutes, November 13, 1878, p. 362.) 

Filed. 

F. S. Odell. 

From lVIr. F. S. Odell, Leveller, applying to be transferred 

from the work on Riverside A. venue to that of pre~aring the 

tax maps of the Twenty-thirrl and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

(:Minutes, January 15.1879, p. 473.) 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 

presented the following two reports: 
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The .\nditin,g Committee beg leave to report that they have 
(;xamiued and flnuited the following bills, and submit the same 
to tbe Board for approval: 

Brown, W. 1'. & Co., elect.ric powder .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Po. ..... 

Claflin ,R. n., & Co.:liuen thread, police. Maint, and Govrnt. 

P. and P .... 

Crissey. Wm. V. & Co., chamois and 

Ponu's Extract ..................... Maint. and Govm't 

Handibode, P., coal 

ZoologicaL. 

P. and P ..... . 

_ " .Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... ., 

..... Maint. & Govmt. 

P. & P ....... , 

Harmer, Hays & Co., ,wap and axle 

grease ............ , ......... _ .... J,irflnt. alld GO'du't 

P. & P ..... . 

Martin, J. M, C. & Sons, brushes.. '" Mainl'-. and Govrnt, 

P. aud P .... ' .. 

Moseman, C, M. & Bro., horse blankets. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... , 

.Moffat, Dayid &: Co., leather.. . ...... Maint. & Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Mullane, John, hay, oats, feed, &c ....... Maint. & Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Zoological, . Maint. & Govmt. 

P. and Po. ..... 

Harlem R n., 
Reps., Irnpt. and 

93 00 

12 75 

352 M 

44 50 

}L ........ ,. 200 

)h,j'pliy .i- Nesbit, brick and cement., , .• Tompkins Square. 

Museum of Art ... 

Rogers" H. A., rasps and files.. , .. ' .. Maint. & Govmt, 

P. and P ..... , 

i::\earnan, J ohu A., broonls, tack:;, glue, , 

&0" &0 .......... , ................ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P .....• 

36 00 

16 00 

7 50 

(I 03 

·24 25 

106 25 

15~O 

22 02 

54 00 

16 76 

,Hill U4 

52 UO 

21 56 

12854 

$852 45 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Park anrl Places ........ . 798 45 

Harlem River Bridges. Repairs, Improvement and Mainte-

nance ......................................... . 2 00 

Tompkins Square .................................... _ 36 00 

Museum of Art. . .. .. 16 00 

$852 -405 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eight hundred and fifty-two dollars 

.. nd forty-five cents. 

8. E. LA:'!E, (Auditing 
SAML. CONOVER, f Cornrnittee. 

NEW YORK, January 22d, 1879_ 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 

examined and audited the following bill, and submit the same 

to the Board for approval: 

John 13. Devlin, carting .. _ .. . ......... Tompkins Square. $750 00 

$750 00 

Amounting to the sum of seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

S. E. LANE. t Auditin.q 
SAlIIL. CONOVER, f qornrnitte,. 

New York, January 22, 1879. 

The above mentioned bills, having beeu read and passed on 

separately, the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Finance Department £01' paynient. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was dGtermined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 
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Laborers in 23d and 24th Wards 

The PRESIDENT reported, verbally, that he had suspended 

the following laborers in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 

Wards, as the Superintendent of those Wards reported that 

he was unable to use them advantageously at this season of 

the year, namely: Thomas Treanor, John Nolan, Thomas 

Kelly, Dennis :Mulligan, Michael Donohue, Thomas McOue, 

Richard McQuillan, and 'l'homas Tousley. 
(Minutes, January 15, IH79, p. 467.) 

Oommissioner OONOVER moved that the action of the Presi

dent be approved, and that said lahorers, and also William 

Florence, laborer, be discharged. 
(Minutes IJecnnber 4, 1678, p. 400.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye.s- Oommissioners 'Venman, vYet.rnore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 
Black,~mith8' Helpers. 

The PltESIDENT offeretl the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the pay of blacksmiths' helpers employed 

by this Department be, and hereby is, fixed at the rate of 
$1.80 per day. 

\,\[inute". ,January 1.\ 187{J, p. 467.) 

The PnEsIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolutioll, 1tnd it was determined in the affirma

tive) a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-0ommi-:siollers \Yenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Ijane 
-4. 

Suspension Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preambles and resolu
tions: 
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WheJ'eas, This Board, under the impression that it was in 
proper form and in accordance with law, adopted a resolution 
offered by Commissioner Lane, on the 18th (lay of December, 
1878, relative to the issue of bonds for proeeeding with the 
SuspensiodBridge over Harlem River. 

Anciwliereas, Sub,:equent examination of the Statutes, sug
gested by a doubt as to the force and value of said resolution, 
has convinced the members of the Board that said resolution 

,does not embrace the aetion on the part of this Board that is 
necessary and required by the law to enable the Board of A p
portionment to authorize and provide tbe means to proceed 
with the work of sueh u1idge : 

'l'!!ere,fore Resolved, That the resolutions offered hy said 
Commissioner Lane, on the It:>th day of December, 1878, and 
which are in tht' following words-

• Resol"eJ, That a copy of the IIleIllo"ial of Mr. L(n~i, G. Morris and ,)1 herR, for 
" t'l(l constrnction of a euspcnsion Lridg;e aeross the Harl"f[j Rive)', at One Hun
" drerl Hnd Eight.y.fil'st St,l'eet, at th" point "hel'e the said bridge was located by 
.. this Deparlllcllt, altd where the titl~to the lands on which to construct it was 
" n('qllired by the City for that I,urpo"8, be eomnlUnieated to thb Comptrolkl' of 
.. the City of New York, and tll"t hE' be requ('sted to take proper lIIeaSUl'es for tbe 
" issue uf bonds on' account of the construction of such bridge, to an amount not 
" exc('eding nve thousand dollal's, plll'~1Hlllt to Section third e)f Chapter five hun· 
" dred and thirty-fo1Jr of the Laws of 1871. t" be applied in m,j'king soundings 

. " and sUI'veys for the locations of the piers and determining the plan of such 
" bridge. 

" j-(".'ol·ved. That the subjt·ct be laid over until sl!('h bonds are issued, and that 
" said Lewis G, Morris and his assoeialee [)[< notifipd of this aetion of the Board." 

be aua the same are hereby rescinded and repealed. 
(Minlltes, D~cl'rlJber 18,1878, p. 427,) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board Ivould 

agree to said preambles and n::,;olution, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority ot' all the members of the Board 

voting ill favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-CommissionersWenlllllD, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner La,ne----l. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following preambles and 

resolutions: 

Whereas, By act of the Legis!atUle passed in the year 1871 
(Chap. 534), it is provided that the Board of Commissioners 
of the Department of Public Parks" ma.y forthWIth cummellCe 

. " the building 01' (;Onstl uctioll ot a suspension bridge north of 
"the bridge known as High Bridge, but not more than half a 
" mile therefrom;" and, 
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Whereas, This :;Ict was passed in recognition of a long 
existing and conspicuous public necessity for the means of 
crossing the Harlem River; cLnd 

vVhacas, The Jand for the approaches to the bridge on 
both sides of the riYer has long been taken and pajd for b"l' 
the City, and the amount thereof has been assessed on the 
property owners, and its constroction will immedlately con
nect an extensive system of highways now in actual use on 
both sides of the river; and, 

WhereCt8, This proposed bridge has this especial advantage, 
that the shores which it is to connect are at the proposed 
place of construction bokl and elevated, so that the bridge will 
be of a height that will not impede the navigation of the 
Harlem River as proposed to btl impl'Oved by the United 
States Government; and, 

Whereas, The unpreeedentedlv low prices of iron and the 
reduced rates of wa~es render this an especiall'y fitting time 
f()r this Board to discharge the duty which WitS so m;tlly years 
since imposed upon it : 

Therefore, be it 
Resolvei, 1st. '['hat in pnnmance of the provisions of Section 

3, Chap. 534, Laws of 1i-<71, and Sedion 16, Chap. ;$29, Laws 
of 1874, and for the purpose of providing for the expense of 
constructing the bridge over the Harlem River, in the Oity of 
New York, described in said Seotion il, Chap. 534, of the Laws 
of 1871, as "a suspension bri(lge nurth of the bridge known 
as the High Bridge, bat not more than half a mile therefrom," 
the Department of Public P<nks of said CJy, and the Board 
of Commis'3ioner:l thereof, hereb'y m,lke requisition on the 
Comptroller of said City to issue in the name of and on behalf 
of the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of said City, bonds 
to the amount of five thoufmud clollal',";; said bonds are to be 
issued in sums of even hllndroch of doll'trs, shall be payable 
in not less than two nor in more-t:Ja:l twenty years aitlJr the 
respecti ve times at which they are issued, and shall bear such 
rate of interest, not exc"eding si"{ per cent. per annum, as shall 
he determined b'y said Comptroller. 

Resolved, 'Ld. That the said Department and the saia Com
missiolJel's thereof hereby certify that said amoLlllt, namely, 
five thousand dollars, is necessary to be raised for slud 
purposes, 

Resolved, 3d. That a certified copy of the memorial of Messrs. 
L. G. Morris, Gustave Schwab, Franklin Edson, and others, 
presented to the Department on the 11th day of December, 
1878, be transmitted, with the foregoing resolutions, to the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment. 
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Rpso{ved. 4th. That the Engineer of Oonstruction be re
quested to transmit. to this Board, elevations, plans and speci
fications of said bridge, and an estimate of the cost thereof, all 
of which shall be subject to the approval of the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said preambles and resolutions, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Oonover and 
Lane-4. 

Thomas Franklin. 

Oommissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That lVIr. Thomas Franklin, Superintending En
gineer of the improvement and construction of Riverside 
Avenue, be, and hereby is, removed from his position in this 
Department, and that he be p:tid up to this date. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said resolution be laid on the 
table. 

(:'Ilinutes .fannary 15, 1879, p. 471 and 47R.) 

The PRESIDE;-(T put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion to by said resolution on the table, and it 

was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the mem
bers of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore and Oonover- 3. 

No-Oommissioner Lane-I. 

Waohington Square. 

Oommissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Superintending Arehitect be directed to 
report a plan for removing tile two rm~(hYitys through and 
across ,Vashington Sq'lure, ,,-est of the Fifth A venue roadway, 
1md for curbing, turting and laying out walks through the 
same, together with an estimate of the cost thereof. 

(Minutes. ,Tuly 2d and 31st, 1878. pp. 125 and 172.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma· 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

fa vor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wennan, Wetmore, Conover, Lalle 

-4. 

Patrick Norton. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Re8olved, That Mr. Pcttrick Norton, Chainman acting as in
spector on Biverside A venue construction, be, and he hereby 
is. restored to his position and work. 

(Minutes, January 15th, 1879, p. 478.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it w.tS determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners "Venman, \Vetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

H. Barbel'. 

Oommissioner WETMORE ofiered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Dr. Hiram Barber be, and he is hereby, ap·· 

pointed to the position of Police Surgeon. 
(Minut.es, Decerllber 18th, 1878, p .. j~l.) 

The PRESIDENT put the qllesti r .n, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, 11,n1 it wa" ,:etennined in the nega

tive, a majority of aU the lllerllbE~n; of the Board not voting in 

favor thereof, as fullows: 

Ayes-Commissioners vVetlll0l'l', Lan2-~. 

Noes-Commissioners vVenmall, Oonover-2. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the Boarel go into executive 

seSSIOn. 

Adopted. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Salaries, Joe. 

In executive session the subject of the ~alaries of the em

ployes of the Department, for 1879, and of such changes as it 

was necessary to make was taken up. 
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The salary and position of each employe on the salary list 

was then actec1 on provisionally, the whole list to be subse

quently passed upon, with the following result: 

On motion of the PRESIDENT', the following were unanimously 

agreed to, viz. : 

'Y m. Irwin, Secretary..... . .......•••...... 
David Porter Lord, First Clerlc . . . . . . . . . .. .. 
James C. Hawley, ClerIc ................... . 
Wm. Van Valkellburgh, Disbursing ClerIc .... . 
\Ym. R. Kingsland, Clerk ................... . 
F. A. Calkins, Assistant Engineer ............ . 
Otto Sibeth, Draughtsman ................ , .. 
Samuel E. 'Yal'l'en, Draughtsman ............ . 
.Julius Munkewitz, Jr., D,c,caughtsman ......... ,. 
Edward A. Miller,. Rodman .................. . 
Henry S. Kanski, Chainman ................ ,. 
Daniel Draper, Directur ot :\letereologieal Ob 

servatorv. . .............. . 
Thomas B." IngTHI11, Cleek .................. . 
Frederick Gl'eiti'enherg;, Dl'au~·htsman ......... . 
J. F. Perez. Draughtsman .................. . 
Hel1l'y \\~. Vogel, Aesi,taut,. , , 
Henry Bertholf, Brid"e T'ellcler .... , .. , . C • 

DallielDal\'." ... , .. " .... , 
L. A. Ris,.;', Assistant .Engineer and Draughts-

I1lflll ... "0 ••• _ ••••••••••••••••• " ••• _ ••• 

B. R. Guion, ...t\..R~istant Engineer.... . ....... . 
1 IflIlici BUl1ticou, ... \.881.. . .....•... ~ .. 
Dani,,] Campbell, As,i,tant. .. . ............ , 
(~(~urge )1. Cushing," ... '" ...... . 
Thonl", Fox, . , , ., .,. 

';;3,500 00 p,~r an~~m. 
2,5110 00 
1,200 00 " 
3,000 (:0 " 
1,000 00 " 
1,500 00 " 
1,500 00 " 
1,200 00 " 

2 50 " day", 
S 00 " 
2 50 " 

~,50() 00 " annum, 
1,000 00 " 
1,,';00 00 .. 
1,(,01) 00 " 

2 50 " day, 
1,600 00 " annum. 

2 00 " day. 

1,500 00 " annum. 
1,500 00 " 
1,500 liO ,. 

100 00 " month. 
3 00 " d~y, 
2 50 " 

Commissioner LANE moved that the salary of Julius 

}Iullckwitz, Superintending Architeet, be fixed at $3,500 per 

annum, which was not agreed to, a majOlity of the members 

of tlle Board not voting in fa.vOl' thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wetll1Ol'e, Lalle-2. 

lVoc8-Commissioners 'Yenman, C011over-2. 

On motion of the PHESIDEiS'l', it was then agreed to:fix the 
sabry of Julius Munckwitz, Superintending Architect, at 
$3,\)00 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the salary of John F. Dawson, 

tjuperintondent of Parks, be fixed at $3,500 per annum, which 



\ 
\ 

i , 

January 22, 1879.] 505 

waS agreed to, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

A.'les--Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the salary of William A. Conk

lin, Director of the Menagerie, be fixed at $2,000 per annum, 

which was agreed to, a majority of all the members of the 

Board voting in favor thereof, as follo·ws : 

Ayes-Commissionel"3 W enman, 'N etmore, Conover-3. 
~Vo-Commissioner Ijane-l. 

Commissioner LANE moved that the salary of Edgar B. Van 

Winkle, Topographical Engineer, be fixed at $R,OOO per an

num, which was not agreed to, a majority of all the members 
of the Board not voting in f:tYOT thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners vVetmore, Lane-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover-2. 

Ou motion Of the PRESIDENT, it was then agreed to fix the 

salary of Edgar B. Van Winkle, Topographical Engineer, at 
$2,500 per annum. 

The PUESIDENT moved that the salary of Eugene E. McLean, 

Engineer of Construction, be fixed at $3,000 per annum, which 

was agreed to, a m:ljority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes -Commissioners ·W enman, 'Yetmore, Conover-3. 
No--Commissl0ner Lane-I. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the pay of William N. Jackson 

be fixed at $3 per day, and that hi;; title be changed to " As

sistant," which was agreed to, a majority of all the members 
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of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 
No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the following were unanimously 
agreed to, viz. : 

John Corcoran, Captain of Police ...... > ...•....... > ... $1,600 00 per annum. 
E. T. T. Marsh, Police Surgeon. . . . " ...... > 1,200 00" " 
Sergeants of Police, each>. . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 2.5" d~r 
Patrolmen, each....................... ........... .. 2 &0 " 
Gatekeepers, each ....................... > . > . > . . .. . . . 2 20 " 
Special Patrolmen, each....... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. ....... 2 20 " 
Police Tailors, each... .............. ................ 2 00 " 
J. H. Van Riper, Mechanical Engineer ... > . . . .. . . .. . . . . . 4 00 " 
John McLoughlin, o\fesscnger. . . ... . .. ........ >...... 2 50 " 
Gene:'al Foremen, each .•..... " .. " ... , . . .. . .. .. .... ;l 50 " 
Foremen, eacll. . . .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . .. ................... 3 50 " 
Assistant Foremen, each ........... " ... > .... > . .. . . .. . . 3 00 " 
Skilled Blacksmiths, each. > . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 3 00 " 
Steam Engineers, each ..... > > .... > .. .................. 2 50 " 
Carpenters, each> .. . ..... > ..... , . . . . . . . .. ... . > > > . . 2 50 " 
Blacksmiths, each.... ............. .. > ., ............ 2 50 " 
Stonecutters, each.. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2 50 " 
Masons, eadi. .........•................... > . . . . . . . . . . 2 50 " 
Painters, each........................................ 2 50 " 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board again convened III 

regular session. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolut.ion : 

Resolved, That the salaries and pay of the various employes 
of the Department, this day agreed upon in Execut.ive session, 
Le, and hereby are, fixed as so agreed upon, to take effect on 
and after Febl'uary 1st, 1879. 

(Minutes, January 5, 1878, p. 486.) 

The PRESIDENT pnt the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, an<l it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

John Morrissey. 

The PRESIJ)ENT then offered the following resolution: 
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Resolved, That John Morrissey, Axeman, be, and he is hereby, 
removed and discharged from the employment of the Depart
ment. 

(Minntes, September 4, 1878, p. 241.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes --Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

J. J. Odell. Waldron Yonng. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Waldron Young, skilled laborer, be, and he is 
hereby, removed and discharged from the employment of the 
Department; and that J. ,J. Odell be, and he is hereby, ap
pointed a skilled laborer, that his pay be fixed at $2.50 per 
day, and that he be assigned to duty at 36 Union Square. 

(.Minutes, 

ThePRERIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissionel's Wenman, \Vetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

D. S. Dickinson. J,.J. Dunn. 

Cummissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Re8olved, That J. J. Dunn, laborer, be, and he is hereby, 
discharged from the employment of this Department; and that 
the Superintendent 01 Parks be directed to assign Daniel S. 
Dickinson, :skilled la.borer, to the duties heretofore performed 
by said J. J. Dunn. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a

tiYe, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetm.ore, Conover, Lane 
-4, 
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J. Mar~ton. 

T. F. Roche. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, 'fhat J olm Marston be, and he is hereby, promoted 
and appointed foremetn of carpenters, that his pety be fixed at 
$3.50 per day, and that Thomas F. Roche be, and he hereby 
is, transferred to his formel' position of ca~pentel'. 

(Minutes, August 7, 1878. p. 222.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in ~he affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, OOllover, Lane 

-4. 

On motion of the PHESID;·;:-.iT, the Bonrd adjourned at 12:40 

P. M., to meet on 'Wednesday, the L,9th Jannary, 1B79, at 9:30 
0' clock A. 1\1. 

WM. InwIN, 

Secret'Jr!! D. P. P. 

)' 
i 

! 

1 
i 
i 
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WEDNESDA¥, JANUAR¥ 29th, 1879. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" 
" 

CONOVER. 

LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, of the 22d inst., 

were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Bddge oym' Hm']em River. Pile Driyer. 

From the Engineer of OOllstruction, reporting upon the bill 

of the Department of Docks for the maintenance and towing 

of the pile driver, and stating that he hall tiuished usiug the 

\ pile driver on the :nst December, It;78, and so reported to 

the Department of Dock8 on January ~d, 1879; that at that 

time the pile driver was all the mud, from which position it 

could only be taken at high ti(le ; that the tides for some days 

after the 1st January, 18,9, were lower than known for years, 

and that the ice formed in the Harlem River on the :-'d Janu

ary, 1879, from both of which causes the pile driver coulrl not 

be moved for some days by the Department of Docks, and re

commending that the bill of said Department be paid. 
(N uutes, January 22, 1879, p. 4\1:,.) 
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The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the bill of the Department of Docks for the 
maintenance and towing of the pile driver which was lent by 
said Department to this Department, and amounting to the 
sum of $92:24, be approved, and that payment thereof be 
authorized. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majorit,Y of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Drainage of Lands near George Street, 23d IVard. 

From the Engineer of Construction, submitting plans and 

~lTofiles £01' drains in that portion of the Twenty-third Ward 

bounded OIl tIle north by George Street; on tIle east by Union 

Avenue and White's Lane; on the west by Delmonico and 

Concord Avenues, and on the south by Long Island Sound, as 

directed by the Board, in pltrsuance of the resolution of the 

Common Council. 
(Minutes, February 13, 1878, p. 596.) 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the plalls and profiles for drains in that por
tion of the Twenty-third Ward bounded on the north by George 
Street; all the east by Union Avenne and White's Lane; on the 
west hy Delmonico and Concord Avenues, and on the south by 
Long Island Sound, prepared by Mr. E. E. McLean, Engineer of 
Construction, and this day submitted to the Board, be, and 
hmeby are, approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affimative, 

a majOlity of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wellman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

! 
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Thomas Kitchell. Patrick McCarthy. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that Thomas 

Kitchell and Patrick McCarthy, laborers, had been absent 

for more than three days, on account of sickness, and now 

desired to be restored. 

'The PRESIDENT moved that said Thomas Kitchell and Patrick 

McCarthy, laborers, be restored to work. 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, w bethel' the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Railing on Broadway, 24th Ward. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty

fourth Wards, reporting that he had repai.red the railing on 

Broadway near Tibbitt's Brook, in the Twenty-fourth Ward. 
(Minutes, January 15, 1879, 1'. 466.) 

Filed. 

Laborers in 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Superilltendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, re

cornmel1l1ing that the following laborers be discharged, namely: 

James Crotty, John .Morgan, Andrew Murphy, Richard Con

nell, John Fitzpatrick and John Messiner, laborers, anti James 

Dowel, laborer with a dou ble team. 
(Minutes .. January 22, 1878, p. 409.) 

Commissioner CONOVEll offered the following resolution: 

Re'olvecl, 'That the laborers, and the laborer with a double 

team, recommended to be discharged by the Superintendent 

of the Twenty-third and T,yenty-follrth Wards, in his commu

nication this day presented to the Board, be, and hereby are, 

discharged. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

..Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, vVetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

John Watkins. 

From Mr. John Watkins, janitor, asking to be allowed pay 

for Sundays. 
Filed. 

Thomas Meehan, 

From Mr. Thomas Meehan, janitor, asking that his pay be 

increased from $2 to 2.25 per day. 

Laid over. 

Battery Park. 

New York Elevated Railroad Co. 

From Mr. Walter Ratte, Ohief Engineer of the New York 

Elevated Railroad 00., submitting, for the acceptance and ap

proval of the Department, a plan showing the proposed location, 

on the sidewalks of the Buttery Park, of the stairs for the 

South Ferry Station of said railroad. 

Oommissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the Department be, and he 
hereby is, authorized to grant permissiol1 to the New York 
Elevated Railroad 00. to erect the stairs to the South Ferry 
Station of said railroad on the sidewalks of the Battery Park, 
at the south-east corner thereof, as shown on the plan this day 
submitted to the Board. 

(Minutes, December 18th, 1878, p. 425.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Manhattan Square. 

From Messrs. S. E Church, Dwight H. Olmstead and other 

owners of property in the neighborhood of Manhattan Square, 

offering suggestions in relation to the manner of improving 

said square. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, December 18th, 1878, p. 420.) 

J. Manning, W. Flanagan, R. Morrison. 

From Mr .• Tohn Manning, laborer, asking that his pay be 

increased for the reason that he does painters' work. 

Also from the Superintendant of Parks, recommending that 

the request of Mr. Manning be complied with, and stating 

that he requires at present the services of two additional 

painters. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That John Manning, William Flanagan and Robert 
Morrison, be, and they hereby are, appointed painters on the 
parks. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commif'sioners \Venman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Pavement for Walks. 

From }\tIl'. E. H. Wootton, making a proposition for the lay

ing of Neuchatel Rock Mastic on the sidewalks and paths of 

the parks. 
(Minutes, January 15th, 1879, p. 469.) 

Filed, 
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Sewer in 141st Street, between Alexander and Brook A,enuM. 

From Mr. W. R. Beal and others, requesting that a sewer be 

constructed in One Hundred and Forty-first Street, between 

Alexander Avenue and Brook Avenue. 

Referred to the Engineer of Construction for his report. 

John O'Leary. 

From Mr. John O'Leary, applying for the position of in

spector on the constrnction of the sewer in One Hundred and 

Fortieth Street. 
(Minutes. Kovember 20th, 1878, p. ~76.) 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 

presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to rep:,rt that they 
have examined and audited the foilowing bills, and submit 
the same to the Board for approval. 

Bartlett Lamp Mfg. Co .. globes nne! top". Harlem R. n.. 
lkps., Impt. aile! 

;\1. ......... .. 
Crissey, Wm. Y. &; Co .. spon~e an(1 

borax ..................... " ... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

Early'" Lane, mat., ................... Maint. and Govrnt.. 

P. and P ...... . 

Gardner &; Co., chair seats ... l\Iaint,. anel GOyt, 

P. and P ...... . 

Handiboel". P., coal ..........•...••. Maint. and GOyt. 

P.andP.. .... i) 60 

Tompkins Sq. .. .. 38 

Museum of Art. 27 

Museum Natural 

History ...... , 83 

Const. Bridges 

over H. R..... 82 

24 00 

IB 00 

In 00 

6 72 

11 00 
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Rogers, H. A., hinges, bolts, &.tc ........ H a r I e ill R. B. 

Reps .. Impt. and 

M............ 9 31 

Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. andP ....... 

Museum of Art .. 

Seaman, John A., padlocks, brooms, &.to. Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

53 06 

96 

M..... 1 20 

Maint, Zoological 

Dept.. ...... 3 25 

~frrint. and Govt. 

P. and P...... 3 46 

Wright, D., single harness ........... Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ..... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ....... . 217 84 

Harlem Rivel' Bridges. Repairs, lmpt. and ~laint ....... . 34 51 

Maintenance Zoological Departmont.. . . . . . . . . . .. .. . .. . 3 25 

Mu,eum of Art ............... " .................... . 2 33 

Museum Natural History. . .. . ...... . 83 

Constrndion Bridges over Harlem River .............. . 82 

Tompkins Square. . . . . .. " ... , ............ , .. . 1 38 

63 U 

7 III 

12.1 00 

$260 96 

----- $260 96 

Amonnting in the aggregate to the sum of two hundred and sixty dollars 

find ninety-six ('cnts. 

New York. january 29, 1879. 

S. E. LANE, I Auditil1a 
SAML. CO~OVER, \ GommW;e. 

The above mentioned bills, having been read and passed on 

separately, the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now ap-
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prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to sa;d motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of nIl the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Concord Avenue--Al1dit of Certificate. 

Oommissioner LANE,' Ohairman of the Auditing Oommittee, 

presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and aUl1ited the following certificate of the Engineer 
in charge of the territory formerly constituting the town of 
MorrisalJia, in pursuance of proceedings authorized by the 
Board of Tru:-;tees of said town prior to the tirst day of .Janu
ary, 1874, alld submit tlH~ sallie to the Board for approval: 

NU~lBt'" 
C'O:'iTRA<;'j OR. Il\lPROV KMKNT. OF I ~AMOU:"i'T. 

CERTIFICATE. 

~---- -----~----~--. ----

Francis McCabe, ",,)·signee Iteg'ulating and Grading No.2, and final., 
of J a:lle~ Finnegan. . . . . . COI1(:(,rd A yell lIe, fronl I 

H oille ::itr',et to \V est-
chest,,!, Roar!.. ....... ' ::;7,114.65 

i 
-~-.--~ .. -.".------ ------------ ---------------~-- --~~-------- -----------~- .-~~- ---- --------- - -. -------- --~-----------"~~-

N .. :w YORK, .Tanuary 29, 1~7f). 

I Auditing 
S. E LA:-JE.) Committee. 

'file PUESIDE:'>T then offered the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Whereas, The certificate of the Engineer in charge of the 
improYelllents in the territory formerly constituting the town 
of .Morrisania, in pursuance of proceedings authorized by the 
Board of Trustees of said town prior to the firf<t day of J aUIl
ary, IH74, set forth in the report of the Auditing Oommittee 

( 
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this day presented to the Board, has been examined and 
audited by the Commissioners of this Department; 

Resolved, That the said Commissioners approve, and they do 
hereby approve, the work and amount certified by the said 
Engineer in said certificate; and that the Secretary be, and 
hereby is, directed to prepare the certificate to be delivered to 
the contractors mentioned in said report, ill pursuance of the 
provisions of Section 7, Chapter 329, I,aws of 1874, and in 
accordance with the said certificate of the said Engineer, and 
submit the same to the Commissioners of this Department for 
their signatures. 

(Minutes, Jnne 26, 1878, p. 112.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Concord Avenue-Engineer's Fees. 

Commissioner J..IANE, Ch~1irman of the Auditing Committee, 

presented the followillg repOlt : 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bill of nIl'. E. B. Van 
Winkle, the Engineer ill charge of tlJe il provemellts in the 
territory formerly cOllstituting the tCYVi'U of lVIOlTlsllnia, in pnr
suance of proceedings rtuthorized by tlw Bc);trd 01 'Jru::;t(ws of 
saiJ town prior to the first day of J,tIluary, 187,±, twd i:lUblllit 
the same to the Board for a pproyal : 
=~-=-'--. =--=~~=,,---,,==cc==--,,-,-- -~~=C_--"= _________ -_________ ~~~ ____ cc_-_-_~_-=_~_--_-_ 

NAMIO. I hH'ROYE"E~T. ,blU<""<"l'. 

---- i -~. --~--~ ~--

E. B. Yan Winkle ......... I Regulating and Grading COll(·I),'d Ave-
IJue, t'rOll1 l-Iunle Stl~t:'et to \\-e:::-tl'he;:;-

_____________ J~:.~O_~:~~_.: ____ .. ~ .. ~~ ..... ~ :W.ll) 

NEW YORK, January 29, 1879. 

. t Auditing 
S. E. LANE, I Committee. 
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The PRESIDENT then moved that the Bo[tril do now approve 

the [tbove mentioned bill of the Engineer in charge of said im

provements, and that the amount thereof be certified to the 

Finance Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Protection Ice Company. 

'{'he PHESIDENT stated that an order had been issued to the 

Pl'oteetion Ice Company to deliver thirty-five pounds of ice 

eacb day at t.be offices of the Departments, from JUay 7th until 

. November 1st, lS7d, but that said company had continued to 

deliver said amount of ice each day after November 1st, 1878, 

uutil Jilnuary 1st, 1879, and he offel'ed the following resolu

tion : 

R,·"01 ceil, That the delivery of the extra amount of ice by 
tile Protection Ice Oompany, from No\'ember 1, 1878, until 
January 1st, It'79, be, anel hereby is, npproved, ancl payment 
therefor authorized. 

The PRESIDENT put th'" question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners 'Yenm;<n, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Laborer. 

The PUEtlIDENT offered the following resolution: 

'Resoh-ec7, That the President be, and hereby is, authorized 
to appoint one additional laborer on the parks. 

/ 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determiued in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover. Lane 
-4. 

Investigation of Department 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preambles and resolu

tion: 

Whereas, The attention of this Board has lately been called 
to various insinuations published in the public press, and 
has also been openly accused by one of the Aldermen of bad 
management, and 

Whereas, This Board desire to have the fullest examination 
of their Department, therefore 

Resolved, -That the Honorable the President of the Board of 
Aldermen be, and he is hereby, respectfully requested to ap
point a committee, to thmoughly i'"vestigate the management 
of this Department under the present administration, and re
port the same to his HODor the Mayor, at their earliest 
convenience. 

The PHESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agrf'e to said rreambles and resolution, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conner, Lane 

-4. 

Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDEN'£ offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That {lie communication from Thomas Franklin, 
relati ve to work on Riverside Drive, and the certificate of 
Julius W. Adams and William J. McAlpine, members of the 
American Society of Civil Engineers, relative to the same, be 

. ordered file • .!, and that the contractors be directed to proceed 
with the work, in acconlan~e with the terms of the contract. 

(Minutes, .January 15, 1879, p. 478.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Thomas Franklin. 

Commissioner LANE moved that the following resolution, 
which he offered at the last meeting of the Board, namely: 

"Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Franklin, Superintending Engineer of the im
" provement and construction of Riverside Avenue, be, and hereby is, removed 
" from his positiou iu this Department, and that he be paid up to this date," 

be taken from the table for action. 

Adopted. 
(Minutes, January 22, 1879, p. 502.) 

Commissioner LANE then offered said resolution for adoption 

by the Board. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the nega

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board not votillg in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
.Aye-Commissioner Lane--l. 
Noes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmon';, COllovl:)r-3. 

Executive Session. 

Salaries. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the resolution adopted at the last meeting of 

Board, as follows, viz.: 
., Resolved, That the salaries and pay of the vanous em

" ployes of the Department, this day agreed upon in Executive 
" :::less ion, be, and hereby are, fixed as so agreed upon, to take 
" effect on and after February 1st, 1879-" 
be reconsidered, and that the Board do now go into Executive 
Session, for the further consideration of said subject of the 
salaries and pay of the employes of the Department. 

(Minutes, January 22, 1879, pp. 503 and 506.) 

I 

r 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, it was agreed to reconsider the 

list of salariefl as adjusted in the Executive Session held at the 

last meeting of the Board. 

Commissioner CONOVER tben moveel that the salary of 

William Irwin, Secretary, be fixed at $6,000 per annum, which 

was agreed to, a majority of the members of the Board voting 
in favor, thereof, as follows; 

Aye8-Commissioner Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissio:ler Lane-I. 

On motion of the PRESIDE}lT, it was unanimously agreed to 

fix the salary of David Porter Lord, First Clerk, at $2,200 per 
annum. 

Commissioner CONOVEU then moved that the salary of,Wm. 

Van Valkenbul'gh, Disbursing Clerk, be fixed at $2,500 per 

annnm, which was agreed to, a mlljority of all the members of 

the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes ~-~ Commissioner Wetmol'e, Conover, Lane-3. 

No-Commissioner Wenman-l. 

Ou motion of Comlliis,,!oner CONOVER, it was unanimously 

agreed to fix the salary of F. A. Calkins, A.ssistant Engineer, 

at $1,700 per annum. 

Commissioner CONOVER then moved that the salary of Otto 

Sibeth, Draughtsman, be fixed at $1,200 per .annum, which was 
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agreed to, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye&-Commissioner W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 
No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

On motion of Commissioner CONOVER, it was unanimously 

agreed to fix the salary of Frederick Greiffenberg, Assistant 

Engineer and Draughtsman, at $1,200 per annum. 

Comocissioner LANE then moved that the salary of Henry 

Bertholf, Bridge Tpnoer, be fixed at $1,200 per annum, which 

was not agreed to, a majority of all the members of the Board 
not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Lane-I . 

. Noes-Commissioner 1Venman, Wetmore, Conover-·3. 

Commissioner LANE then moved that the salary of John F. 

Dawson, Superintendent of Parks, be fixed at $2,500 per 
annum. 

The PRESIDENT then moved, as an amendment thereto, that 
his salary be fixed at ~3,000 per annnm, which was not agreed 

to, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, 'Vetmol'e-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Conover, Lane-2. 

The original motion of Commissioner Lane was then agreed 

to, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wetmore, Conover, Lane-3. 
No-Commissioner Wenman- 1. 

Commissioner LANE then moved that the salary of Wm. A. 

Conklin, Director of the :Menagerie, be fixed at $1,500 per 

annum, which was agreed to, a majority of all the members of 
the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wetmore, Conover, Lane~3. 

No-Commissioner Wenman-I. 
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Commissioner LANE then moved that the salary of Eugene / ,; 
E. McLean, Engineer of Construction, be fixed at $2,500 per 
annum, which was agreed to, a majority of all the members- of 
the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wetmore, Conover, Lane--3. 
No-Commissioner Wenman-l. 

Commissioner LANE then moved that the pay of William N. 
Jackson, Assistant, be fixed at $2.50 per day, which was agreed 
to, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wetmore, Conover, Lane-3. 
No-Commissioner Wenman-I. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the following were unanimous
ly agreed to, namely: 

John Corcoran, Captain, $1,600 per annnm. 
E. T. T. Marsh. Police Snrgeon, $1,000 per annum. 
Sergeants of Police, each, $3.00 per day. 
Patrolmen, each, $2.40 per day. 
Gatekeepers, each, $2.00 per day. 
Special Patrolmen, ~ach, $2.00 per day. 
Henry Carpenter, Messenger, $2.00 per day. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board again convened in 
regular session : 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the salaries and pay of the various employes 

of the Department agreed upon in Executive Session at the 
meeting held on the 22d January, 187~), ani! this day, be, and 
hereby are, fixed as agreed upon in the Executive 8ession of 
the 2~d January, 1879, except where modifications or changes 
have been agreed upon in the Executive Session of this clate, 
and that in all such cases the salaries and pay of said em
ployes. be, and hereby are, fixed as agreed upon in said Execu
tive Session of this date. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whet.her the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 12 
o'clock M, to meet on Wednesday, the 5th day of February, 
1879, at 9:30 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 

t 
! 
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WEDNESDA Y, FEBRUARY :Jtb, IS79. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commi')sioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 

" CONOVER. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 29th day of 
January, 1879, were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Transfers. 

From his Honor, thfl Mayor, as follows: 

MAYOR'S OFFICE, t 
NEW Y01(K, Feb. 1, 1879. f 

To the Commissioners of tlte Department of Public Park,,: 
GE:;TLEME:;.-A commullicati'll1 from your Depa,·tnH'nt was submitted to ~h'e 

Board of E,timflte and API'Ol·tiollHwnt IHl the 22d Janllilry, requesting tlw transfer 
of sundry amounts from "pp:-opl'iat,ions made to the Depa,·tment of Public Parks 
for the year l8n, to 0\ her "pprnpriathns for the D"partlllent for the same year, 
a:'ld also the transfer of an munU,lI: f"olll an appropriat.ion for the Department for 
the year 1878, to an approl'rintioll f,1l' the Department fOI' the year 1879. 

Please inform me whl,the<' the liabilities fOI' which these transfer8 are intended 
to provide have already been incurred. 

Y OUTS respectfull'y, 
EDW ARD COOPER, 

MaYl)r. 
(Minutes January 13, 1879, p. 459.) 

Referred to the President, with the request that he would 
'reply thereto. 
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Tompkins Square. 

From Hon. I. I. Hayes, Chairman of the Committee on the 
Affairs of Cities in the Assembly, forwarding a copy of a bill 
introduced in the Assembly to provide funds for the comple
tion of Tompkins Square, and asking for the views of the 
Department in relation theret'). 

Referred to the President to reply to. 

Washington Sqnare. 

From the Soperintending Architect, submitting.a plan for re
moving the two roadways throngh and across Washington 
Square west of Fifth Avenue roadway, the cost of which he 
estimates at $8,000. 

(Minutes January 22, 1879,p. 502.) 

Laid over. 

P. R. Buckelew. 

From the Topographical Engineer, stating that he requires 
another assistant to enable him to place a party in the field. 

The PUESIDEXT then oB'ered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Peter R. Buckelew be, and he hereby is, ap
pointed an Assistant in the office of Topographical Engineer, 
and that his pay be fixed at the rate of $~;50 per day. 

(Minutes December 11, 1878, p. 412.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determin3d in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

135th St. S. S. Haight. 

From the Topographical Engineer, calling ihe attention of 
the Commissioners to the subject of changing the lines of One 
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Hundred and Thirty-fifth Street between Third and Railroad 

Avenues, in the Twenty-third Ward, which had been hereto

fore petitioned £01' by Mr. J. L. Mott and others. 

Also stating that to enable this work to be done, should the 

Board direct it, and also to enable a proper survey to be made 

of Third Avenue from One Hundred and Forty-seventh Street 

to the Harlem River, for the purpose of preparing the neces

sary rule maps to acquire the title to the avenue as heretofore 

directed by the Boa-rd, it would be necessary to appoint an
other Assistant Engineer to take charge of the field party. 

The PUESIDENT then offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Topographical Ellgineer be, and he here
by is, directed to prepare the necessary maps for filing, to 
change the lines of One Hundred ~md Thirty-fifth Street be
tween Third and Railroad Avenues as petitioned for by Mr. J. 
L. Mott and others. 

(Minntes 1\ovember 27, 1878, p. 381.) 

Resolved, That Stephen S. Haight be, and he hereby is, ap
pointed an Assistant Engineer in the office of Topographical 
Engineer, and that his salar.Y be fixed at the rate of $1,500 
per annum. 

(Minutes, Dec. 1), 1878, p. 412.) 

The PRESIDEN'r put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follow's : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, lVetmore, Conover-3. 

Drainuge of lands neur George Street, Twenty-third ,Yard. 

From the Engineer of Construction, submitting specifications 

for drains in that portion of the Twenty-third Wanl bounded 

on the north by George Street; on the cast by Union Ayenue 

and White's Lane; on the west by Delmonico and Con(;ord 

Avenues, and on the South by LOllg Island Sound. 

(Minutes, January 29, 18~9, p. 510.) 
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The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the specifications for tb.e construction of 
drains in that portion of the Twenty-third ,Vard bounded on 
the north by George Street, on the east by Union Avenue and 
White Lane, on the west bv Delmonico and Concord Avenues, 
and on the south by Long Isl:tnd Sound, this day presented to 
the Board, be' approved, subject to the approval as to form by 
the Counsel to the Corporation, and that the Secretary be 
directed to prepare and publish the necessary advertisements 
for proposals for the work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, ,Yetmore, Conover-3. 

Sewer in One Hundred and Forty-First Street. 

From the Engineer of Construction, recommending that a 

sewer be constructed in One Hundred and Forty-first Street, 

bet ween Alexander Ayenue and Brook Avenue, in the Twenty

thild ,Yard, a8 requested oy Mr. W. R. Beal and others. 

(;\linutc", January 29, 1879, p. 514.) 

The PUESIDE:\T tbell offered the following resolution: 

R(solved, That the EngillPer of Construction be, and he 
hereby is, directed to prepare and submit plans and specifica
tions for the construction of a selyer in One Hundred and 
FortY-fil'l't Street, \)etween Alexander Avenue and Brook 
Aven'ue, with branches in Alexander Avenue and Brook 
Aveliue. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, und it was determ'ined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

Gardeners. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending that the 
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gardeners employed in the parks be placed on full time, for the 

purpose of pruning. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That all the division gardeners and gardenen; em
ployed in the Depaltment be placed on full tiUle until further 
order. 

(Minutes, Kov. 12th, 1878, p, 362.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

William Duuhar. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, requesting that an addi

tional carpenter be appointed, for the purpose of getting the 

rolling stock ready for Spring. and also f01' the construction of 

the cases for the Museum of Art. 

'The PRESIDE~T then offered the following resolution: 

Resolvld, That William Dunbar be, and he hereby is, ap
pointed a carpenter and assigned to work on the Parks. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was detennined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Couover-3. 

Inventory. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, forwarding an inventory of the 

property belonging to the Department on the 1st January, 
1879. 

(Minuteli, March QO, 1878, p. 670.) 

.Filed. 
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Menagerie Report. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, forwarding his report 
for the year 1878. 

The PRESIDEXT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the repOTt of the Director of the Menagerie 
for 1878 be accepted, and requisition be made upon the Board 
of City Record to print four hundred copies thereof. 

(Minutes, Feb'y 6, 1878, p. 583.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, 11 majority of all the members of the Board voting III 

favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners \Venman, \Vetmore, Conover-3. 

Menagerie. One·armed men. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, requesting that two 

one-armed men be transferred from the Menagerie to some 

other work in the Department. 
Filed. 

Office for Brook Avenue Sewer. 

From Mr. B. R. Guion, Assistant Engineer, stating that the 

Work on Brook Avenue sewer during the coming season will 

be between One Hundredlll1d Fifty-sixth Street and One Hun

dred and Sixty-fifth Street; that the present office used by the 

employes on said wOTk, and situated at One Hundred and 

Thirty-eighth Street and Third AYenne, is incom'enient on 
acconnt of its distance from the work, and recommending that 

an office be rented between One Hundred and Sixty-second 

and One Hundred and Sixty-third Streets and Brook Avenue, 

which can now be obtained for $3 per month. 

Endorsed on said communication is the approval of the 

Engineer of Construction of the recommendation of Mr. B. R. 

Guion. 
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The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President be authorized to issue an order 
£01' the occupation or the offices now used by the Department 
at One Hundred aucl Thirty-eighth Street and Third Av~nue, 
from J annary 1st to February i8th, 1879, at the rate of $12 
per month; and that he be also authorized to issue an order 
for other offices, more convenient to (he work on Brook 
A venue, from March 1st, 1"79, until December 31, 1879, at a 
rent not exceeding $3 per month. 

The PRESIDE:\T put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said :::-esolution, and it was detenllined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

Michael White. 

From Foreman Flanagan, stating that Michael White, 

laborer, has been ahsent from work for more than three days 

on account of sickness, and now desires to return to work. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said Michael White, laborer, be 

restored to work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--Commissioners Wen man, \'\1 etmore, Conover-3. 

J. T. Maher. 

:From Mr. Thomas Bland, Assistant Secretary of the Metro

politan Museum of Art, stating that the Trustees of the JVIetro

politan Museum of Art have dispensed with the services of Mr. 

J. T. Maher, Steam Engineer, from the !at February, 1879. 

(Minutes, Dec. 19, 1877, p. 450.) 

Filed. 
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W. B. Pierce. 

From Mr. W. B. Pierce, Rodman on Riverside -Avenue im

provement, requesting to be transferred to some other work 

under the direction of the Department. 
(Minutes, January 15, 1879, p. 4i3.) 

Filed. 

John W. Manning. 

From Mr. John W. Manning, applying for the position of 

General Foreman over the parks. 
(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p' 145.) 

Filed. 

Squirrels. 

From Mr. Thomas Bennett, offering to sell thirty squirrels to 

the Department for $1 each. 

Referred to the Director of the Menagerie for his report. 

Riverside A venue. 

From Mr. Kilian Martin Hesser, in relation to the Riverside 

A venue improvement. 
Filed. 

Peter Carroll. 

From Peter OJ,rroll, skilled laborer, asking for an increase of 

pity. 

Oommissioner OOXOVER tlJell oifere.l tlw following resolu
tion: 

Resolved, That Peter Carroll be, and he hereby is, nppointed 
a Steam Engineer. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Oonover-3. 
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John Nally. 

From Mr. John Nally, applying for employment in the De
partment. 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner CONOVER, from the Auditing Committee, pre
sented the following report: 

'Ihe Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, und submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Baker, Voorhis & Co., Session Laws,1878.Maint. and Govrnt 

P. & P ....... . 

Bullinger, E. W., Monitor Guide . ....... Maint.. and Govmt. 

P. &P ....... . 

Claflin, H. B. & Co., t9welling ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... 

Mamt. Museums . 

Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Impts. 

3 Of) 

o 84 

and Maint... 31 

Christern. F. W., periodicals .... , ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. & P ....... . 

Daly, coal. .......................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ....... . 

Department of Docks, expenses pile 

driver .......................... Const. Bridges over 

H. R ........ . 

Devlin, John B., carting and mould .... Tompkins Square .. 

Douglass, W. T., rent, Museum of Art .. Maint. Museums .. 

Frith & Tileston, steel. . . .. . ... ..... .Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ...... . 

Gardner & Co., nails ................. ~laint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Gold and Stock Telegraph Co., rent of 

line. • •• • ••.•••..••..•..... ' ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

2 (i0 

6 00 

4 20 

17 20 

27 00 

\/2 24 

1,6f)0 00 

1,625 00 

17 o~ 

1 00 

eo 00 
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Handibode, P., coal. .................. :r.faint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .... 

Maint.l Zoolg. De· 
partment ..... . 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

Harlem R. B., 

433 50 

59 50 

17 00 

Reps., Imp. &; M. 4 25 

Wm. Irwin, petty expenses ............ Maint. and Guymt. 

P.andP ...... . 

Maint. Zoolg. De· 

partncent. " .. 

~Iaint., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Tomj>ldns Square. 

Const.Bridges over 

II. R. 

Joms. Charles, and T. P. McQue.de, labor 

'. and matI's .... '" ............... BI'ook AYe. Sewer 

Kroeuel, F., therwometers. . .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. amI P ..... . 

Jrlorgan J., Pierpont, 'freas.. Museum 

N. Hist. . . .. . . . . ...... , .Maint. Museums, 

1878 ....•••.•• 

Noyes & Wines, doors ............... :Museum of Art ... . 

Pratt, Cha~. & Co., oil. ............. . Mmeum of Art .... 

Tomp~ins Squllre. 

Seaman, John A., scoops, twine, &c ..... Maint.and Gonnt. 

69 11 

:> 69 

20 9-1 

4 40 

2 75 

9 90 

19 80 

P. and P..... ~163 40 

IIarlem R. B. Reps. 

Impt. &; 111 •••. 46 

Slote & Janes, binding ... , ........... Maint. and Goymt. 

P. and P ..... 

Silkworth, M. E. sparrow houses ..... , .Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..•.•• 

514 25 

92 89 

4,772 60 

10 00 

116 60 

193 00 

29 80 

163· 86 

20 00 

150 00 
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Van Winkle, E. B., petty expenses ..... Surveying, Laying

out, etc., 23d &; 

21th Wards . •• , 

Weeks, D. C., plastering ....••••. _ ..... Museum of Art ... 

RECAPITULATION, 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ....... . 

Maintenance Museums ...... _ ..••... _ ................ . 

Maintenance lI{useums, 1878 .•••. " .............. _ ... .. 

Harlem River Bridges, repairs, Impt. and Maint ...•...... 

Maintenance Zoological Department. . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. '" 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards.. .,. .. . .•.......... 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th "Vards ........ " 

Museum of Art •.•..... , .............•.... " ., ....•.• 

Tompkins Square ...•.............. " ............... . 

$970 29 
1.631 53 

116 60 

5 02 

59 50 

20 9-1 

31 24 

1,192 51 

1.674 20 

Construction of Bridges over Harlem River ......•...•. , . 94 \)9 

14 24 

989 61 

$10,569 42 

Brook Avenue Sewer. .• ..•••.. . .. . . .. ••••.•... . .. . . .. 4,772 60 

---- $10,569 42 

Amounting in the aggregate to .the sum of ten thousand five hundred and 

sixty-nine dollars and forty-two cenls. 

NEW YORK, January 5, 18,9. 

SAML'EL CONOVER, 

A uditin[J Committee. 

George Walker. .John Boyle. 

'rho PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That tlle pny of George W,llker and Jl)hn Boyle 

night watchmen on 'fomp!;,ins Square, be, and hereby is, fixed 
at $2 each per day, to take effect on :February 1st, HS79. 

(Minntes, Septeml,er 18. 1878. p. 218.) 

The PnEsIDE~T put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all tue members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-Sf 
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John Kennedy. 

Commissioner CO~OVER offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That John Kennedy be, and hereby is, appointed 

a. gardener. 
The PRESIDE:'i'T put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

George Clark. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolutien : 
Reso7ved, That George CJark be, and he hereby is, appointed 

a painter, and assigned to duty nn the Parks. 
The PRESIDE~T put the qnestion whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10:45 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday the 12th day of February, 
1879, at 9:30 .o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Sec1'elary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, t'EBRUARY I~th, 1879. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 

" 
" 

CONOVER. 
LANE. 

The :Minutes of the previous meeting were read and ap
proved. 

The following communications were received and read: 

Suspeusion Bridge over Harlem River. 

From the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, with copy 
of a report of the Comptroller, calling attention to a requisition 
from the Department of Public Parks for the issue of bonds 
to the amount of $5,O(lO to provide means for preliminary ex
penses attending tile construction of a suspension bridge over 
Harlem River, and asking for a full statement of all expenses 
attending the construction of said bridge before the issue of 
the bonds are ordered. 

Referred to the President for a reply thereto. 
(Minutes, January 22, p. 501.) 

Liabilities ontstanding Appropriation of 1878. 

From the Board of Estimate and Apportionment asking for a 
statement of outstanding liabilities incurred before January 1st, 
1879, payable out of appropriations of moneys derived from 
taxation. 

Referred to President to send statement. 
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Expenses boring Machine. 

From the Department of Docks, enclosing bill of expenses 
incurred on account of the boring machine Woodcock, while 
in use by this Department making soundings in Harlem River. 

Referred to Construction Engineer for his report. 

Culvert-Spuyteu Du:yvIl Road. 

From the Health Dep:ntment, enclosing report of Sanitary 
Inspector upon conditi.on of culvert in Spuyten Duyvil Road. 

Referred to Superintendent Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 

Wards. 

Sidewalks, 23d and 24th Wards. 

From Topographical Engineer, stating that he was in doubt 
whether the ordering or establishing of sidewalks in the 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards was under the juris
diction of the Department or the Board of Aldermen, and re
questing to be instructed concerning the matter. 

Referred to President to obtain opinion of the Counsel to 

the Corporation. 

Laying out 23d and 24th Wards, Central District. 

From the Topographical Engineer, forwarding three similar 
copies of maps of the Central District for filing, in accord
ance with a resolution of the Board, passed April 17th, 1878. 

Laid over. 
(Minutes, April 17, 1878, p, 741.) 

Museum Art. 

From the Superintendent of the Department, reporting pay
ment of certain engineers and laborers employed in Museum 
of Art by both the Trustees of the Museum and the Park De
pat·tment. Also stating that this was caused by the fact that 
he was not informed of the transfer of the building to the 

Trustees. 
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Ord a> red filed, the President stating that the matter had been 
rectified in a manner proposed by Department of Finance. 

Broken Stone. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Ward, stating that he had rejected broken stone deliv
ered by J. B. Devlin, at Ackerman's Dock, Kingsbridge, 
because it was smaller than required, and adding that the same 
could be used for top dressing. 

Filed. 

Laborers and double team5 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards, asking that his force be reduced, and suggesting the 
following names: Laborers, Dennis Keenan, James Butler, 
Pat O'Connell, Owen Tooker, William Dorney and John 
Mooney. Double teams, Daniel Whalen. 

The President stated, that in accordance with this recom

mendation, he had suspended the above named persons on the 
8th jnst,ant. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the action of the Pres

ident be approved. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 'V enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 
(Minutes, January 29,18'/9, p. 511.) 

Squirrels. 

Fro,? the Director of the Menagerie, recommending the 
purchase of squirrels offered by Mr. Thomas Bennett, and 
that they be set at liberty in the Ramble, and upper section 

of the Park. 
(Mi~utes, February 5, l~'i!l, :po 1S82.) 
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The PRESIDENT moved that they be purchased as recom

mended. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board wonld 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Concrete Sidewalks.-.Asphalt. 

From Mr. Edward Flood, offering to lay a pavement of con

crete, four inches thick, and on the same a layer of American 
Rock Asphalt, three-quarters of an inch thick, at sixteen and 
a half cents per square yard, and one inch thick, for eighteen 
cents per square yard. 

Laid over. 

Madison .Avenue Bridge. 

From the Engineer of Construction, submitting maps, plans. 

and specifications for the construction of the Madison Avenue 
Bridge over Harlem River. 

Also submitting a tabular statement of the result of the 
soundings, and an estimate of the cost. 

On motion of Commissioner "WETMORE, it was laid oyer, and 

the President directed to obtain the opinion of the Counsel 
to the Corporation as to the change of location, as recom

mended by General John Newton. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, COnOver, Lane 
,,-4. 

(Minutes, October 9, 18'78, p. 299.) 



Feb7'uary 12, 1879.] 541 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

From Mr. John Taylor Johnston, President Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, calling attention to the necessity of certain 

road-ways and approaches to the Museum of Art, and request

ing their construction. 
Commissioner LANE moved that it be referred to the Super

intending Architect to report a plan for inexpensive earth 

road-ways suffici.ent to serve the needs of the Museum. 

Adopted. 

Battery-Floating Bath. 

From Isaac Hall, petitioning for the privilege of mooring 
his floating bath at the Battery, on the same terms as last 
year. 

The PRESIDENT moved it be granted on the same terms as 
in 1878. 

The PREHIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, "\Vetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

(Minutes, ~Iarch 6, 1878, p. 641.) 

Secretary. 

From Mr. Wm. Irwin, resigning his position as Secretary of 
the Department. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the resignation of Mr. W m. 

Irwin be accepted. 
The PRESIDENT pnt the qnestion, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover -'3. 

-No-Commissioner Lane. 
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13:sth Street, 23d Ward. 

From Mr. Geo. C. Goeller, asking what has been done with 

a petition requesting the alteration of the lines of One Hun

dred and Thirty-fifth Street west of Third Avenue, as fixed on 
map of this Department, and whether any action had been 

taken upon it. 

Referred to Topographical Engineer. 

Audit. 

Cmmissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the two following reports: 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Bell, Martin, repairs to hamess ........ .Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards, 1878 ... 

Briggs, Wm. H. & D. Valentine, rent ... ~Iaint. 23d & 24th 

Wards, 1878 ... 

Devlin, John B., broken stone .......... Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards, 1878 ... 

Early & Lane, ladders ............•... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. &P ........ 

Handibode, P., coal ................... Const. B. over 

H.R ......... . 

Martin, J. M. C. & Sons, scrubbing 

brushes ... '" ....................• Maint. and Govmt .. 

P. & P........ 2 69 

Harlem R.n.,Reps. 

Impt. and M. . . 37 

Morgan, J. Pierpont, Treas ......... ; .. Maint. Museum .. . 

McDonald, John T., stone steps ........ Museum of Al·t .. 

Rhinelander, F. ·W., Treas. expenses 

Mus. Art .......................... Maint. Museums .. 

Reeves, Robt. C., canary seed .•. " .•.. Maint. Zoo'!. Dept. 

9 90 

120 0(1 

230 00 

13 50 

2 12 

2 IlIl 

998 00 

14 00· 

738 33 

Ii 50 
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Seaman, John A., varnish .•........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ..•..... 

Wright, D., bridle fronts. .. . ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. & P ... ., ... 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards, 18'78 ........... . 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ....... , 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint ....... . 

Maintenance Museums ............................... . 

Maintenance Zoological Department .........•..... ' ... . 

Museum of Art ..................................... . 

Construction Bridges over Harlem River ........... , ... . 

81>9 90 

29 09 

3'7 

1,'736 33 

5 50 

14 00 

2 12 

II ISO 

'7 50 

$2,14'7 31 

--- $2,14'7 81 

Amounting in the a!\'gregate to the sum 

seven dollars and thirty-one cents. 

of twenty-one hundred and forty-

(Signed,) 
" 

S. E. LANE, 

SAML. CONOVER, 

I Auditing 
f Oommittee. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that the have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: . 

Mullane, John, salt, feed, oats, &c .•.... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ..•.•... 

Maint. Zoo'l Dept. 

H. R. Bridges 

Reps. Imp. and 

Maint ........ . 

319 48 

3'7 00 

:> 00 

--- $36148 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Goverument Parks and Places ..••••.... 

~laintenanee Zoological Department ................... . 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Mainte-

319 48 

3'7 00 

tenance ..•.•........... , ......... , .. • . .. . . • • • • • . 5 00 

----- $361 48 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of three hundred and sixty-one dollars 

and forty-eight cents. 

N:nr Yoali', February 12, 18'79. 

S. E. LANE, 

SllIL. CONOVER, 
t Auditing 
I Oommittff. 
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The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Washington Square. 

Communication from Superintending Architect on the road
ways through Washington Square, presented at the meeting 

February 5th, 1879, was called np. 
Laid over. 

Salaries. 

The PRESIDEFT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That, in the revision of the salaries and pay of the 

various employes of the Department, as agreed upon on the 
22d and 29th of January, 1879, it was not the intention of the 

. Board to include the force at work on Tompkins Square Park, 
whose salaries and pay are hereby continued at same rate as 
on January 1st, 1879. 

(Minutes, January 22, p. 506.) 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Acting Secretary. 

Commissioner CONOVER then moved that the First Clerk, D. 
Porter Lord, be appointed Acting Secretary of the Depart~ 
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ment until further order of the Board, and that he perform 
the duties of the office in connection with those of his own 

without any additional compensation. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree with said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

F. A. Calkins. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the salary of F. A. 
Calkins, Assistant Engineer, be fixed at $1,900 from and after 
this date. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

(Minutes, January 29, 1879, p. 521.) 

There being no fmther business, at 10:50 o'clock A. M. the 
Board adjourned. 

D. PORTER LORD, 
.Acting Secy. D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1879. 

REGULAR MEETING-9.30 o'clock, A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner WENMAN, President. 

" OONOVER. 
" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and ap

proved. 

The following communications were received and read. 

Liabilities outstanding, Appropriation of 1878. 

From the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, asking for 
statement of outstanding liabilities incurred before J anuG.rY 
1st, 1879, from appropriations, and an additional request frelm 

his Honor the Mayor, that the statement should include all 
liabilities outstanding, whether paid or unpaid. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, February 12, 1879, p. 537.) 

From Mr. Wm. Oauldwell, representing ~Iorrisania andFQrd

ham Uailway Oompany, requesting right of way over the 
Third Avenue bridge. 

Laid over. 

l;;nth Street, 2sd Wal'd. 

From the Topographical Engineer, stating that the work in 
accordance with Mr. Geo. O. Goeller's petition had been or-
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dered by the Board on the 5th instant, and field party organ

ized, in compliance with that order, on the 10th, for a survey 

of the change of Hne in One Hundred and Thirty-fifth Street. 

Filed, and a copy to be sent to Mr. Goeller. 

(Minutes, February 12, 1879, p. 543.) 

Mauhattan Square Drainage. 

From the Superintending Architect, presenting It map of 
proposed drainage on Manhattan Square and estimating cost 
at $1,500. 

Laid over. 

Sewers, 134th, 14lst and 142d Streets. 

From the Ellgineer of Construction, submitting plan>l, pro
files and sppcifications for sewers in One Hundred and Thirty

fourth, One Hundred and Forty-fir.st, and One Hundred an.d 
Forty~second Streets. 

Laid over. 
(Minntes, January 22, 1879, p. 495.) 

.b.':xpenses Boring Machine. 

From the Engineer of Construction, reporting upon bill of 
expensE's incurred by Department of Docks on account of bor
ing machine "Woodcock," while loaned to Department of Public 
P~rks. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the report be filed and the bill re
ferred to the A.uditing Committee for pflyment. 

(Minutes, February 12, 1879, p. 538.) 

ThePRESIDEXT put the q~estion, whether the Board would 
agree to saill motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-,Commissioners Wellman, Conover, Lane-3. 
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Office for Engineers employed on Sewers. 

From Engineer of Constrnction, recommending the con, 

tinued rental of an office at One Hundred and Thirty-eighth 

Street and Third Avenue, it being convenient and necessary 
for all sewers now under construction except Brook Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Rer;olved, That the President be authorized to issue an or
der from month to month for the occupation of office now iu 
use, corner One Hundred and Tilirty-eighth Street and Third 
Avenue, from February ~8th, 1879, to December 31st, 1879. 

(Minutes, February 5, 1879, p. 530.) 

The I'REsIDEN'l' put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting III 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Lame Horse. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting a horse so 
lamed that he recommended that he be given away or shot. 

Referred to the President. 

John McDonald. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending that John 

McDonald be anointed skilled blacksmith. 
Laid over. 

Tar Apparatus. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, enclosing estimates of 

tar apparatus, and recommending the purchase of the same 
from Messrs. Geo. Fox & Son. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the President be author
ized to issue an order to Messrs. Geo. Fox & Son, according to 

estimates furnished by them and as rec0mmended by the 
Superintendent of Parks. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members or the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-B. 

Culvert Spuyten Duyvil Road. 

Dennis Keenan-Appointmeut. 

From the Superintendent of Twenty-t.hird and Twenty

fourth Wards, reporting upon the complaint of the Health 
Department as to culvert in Spuyten Duyvil Road, that he 

had temporarily repaired if and would complete the repairs 

when the weather was favorable; also sending name of Dennis 
Keenan as a laborer suited to such work. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had appointed Dennis Keenan, 

and Commissioner CONOVER moved that his action be approved. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in t1::e affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Repairs to Animal Buildings. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that certain 
repairR were necessary to the buildings used for the Menagerie, 
and giving estimates of the cost of the same. 

Commissioner LANE moved that it be referred to the Presi
dent to examine as to the extent of the repairs, and also to 
report whether the work can best be performed by contract or 
by the employes of the Department. 

The PRESiDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting ill favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 
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Union Square Pavement. 

From Mr. E. H. Wootton, offering to lay Neufchatel mastic 
a half inch in thickness, same as that now in Oity Hall Park, 
and repair foundation before laying, for eleven cents per square 
foot; or, if he be allowed to lower the surface one inch, he 
will do the work for eight and a half cents per square foot. 
He to remove and retain all N eufchatel material now on the 
said park. 

Filed. 

Police Oaptain. 

From the Police Surgeon, Dr. E. T. T. Marsh, reporting the 
condition of Oaptain Oorcoran. 

Oommissioner LANE moved that Police Oaptain John Oor
coran be continued on sick leave, at full pay, until further 
order of the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Oonover, Lane.-3. 

144th Street Curb and Gutter. 

From His Honor the Mayor, enclosing copy of letter of 
Mr. James S. Bryant to the Board of Aldermen, asking per
mission to curb and gutter, at his own expense, the front of 
his premises on the north side of One Hundred and Forty
fourth Street, between ",Villis and Brook Avenues; also a reso
Uon of the Board of Aldermen granting said permission, and 
asking the President to examine and report upon the matter. 

Referred to the Engineer of Oonstruction. 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
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examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Adams, Chas. &; Co., pine boards ....... Museum of Art .. 

Adams, Chas. &; Co., pine boards ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &; P ....... . 

Bell, M., harness repairs ........ " ..... Maint. 23d &; 24th 

·Wards ....... . 

Coffin, Paul C. &; Co., rakes, sledges, etc .. Maint., &;c., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

1876 ......... . 

Colwell, W. H. &; Son, timber ........ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Coogan, Wm., monuments ............. Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d & 

24th Wards .... 

Crombie, Th08. J., timber and plank ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Harlem RB.,Reps. 

Impt. and M ... 

53 00 

7 62 

-----
Devlin, John B., mould ................ Tompkins Square 

Harlem Gas Light Co., meter gas ....... Maint. & Govmt. 

P. and Poo .... 

Handibode, P. coal. ................. , .Maint. &; Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 50 76 

Hal'lem RB.,Reps. 

Impt. and M .. . 55 

Museum of Art .. . 82 

Tompkins Square. 37 

-----
Hunter, Keller &; Co., gas pipe. " " .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

IJawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ........ M aint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., metre gas .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....• _ 

O'Donnell, John, milk ............ " •.. ~aint.Zool'~.Dept, 

8 70 

4 00 

940 

24 00 

17 00 

15 00 

60 62 

525 00 

50 40 

53 60 

33 06 

33 33 

126 18 

12 40 
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Rogers, H. A., hinges and ice chisels ...• Maint. and Govmt. 

P.&P ........ 139 98 

Harlem R.B.,Reps. 

Impt. and M ••. 9 16 

Shady, Jas. H., fish .................. Maint. Zol'g Dept. 

Smith, Elward, Carpenter work, etc ..... Museum of Nat. 

Hlst ..•.•..... 

Trimble, Chas. B., gas fittings, etc ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ....... . 

Tucker, Luther, subs. Oountry Gentleman.Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ..•.. 

Whitney, A. R., iron ........ , ... " .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. & P........ $108 01 

Tompkins Square. 3 64 

Young, Chas. C., bread ................ Maint. Zol'g. Dept. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. $590 84 

Maintenance Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards..... 1S9 '13 

Mltintenance Zoological Department ........... ,... ...•. 69 37 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 

Wards ........ . 

Harlem River Bridges Repairs, Improvement and Mainten-

ance .....•............•.••.....•....•...••....... 

Maintenance and Government Twenty-third and Twenty-

fourth Wards, 18'16 ............................. .. 

Tompkins Square .......................... ' ........ . 

Museum Natural History ............................. . 

Museum of Art .............•.....•.•...........•.... 

lIS 00 

1'1 33 

24 00 

1>30 01 

122 00 

9 1S2 

149 09 
11 16 

122 00 

22 ISQ 

3 00 

11i 61S 
'. 

45 81 

$1,43'1 80 

--- 1,43780 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fourteen hundred and thirty.seven 

dollars and eighty cents. 

(Signed) S. E. LANE, t.Audit;nl1 
SAM. CONOVElt, r Oom,,i;.ittee. 

NnlYoBX;P'e'bruary 20th, 18'19. 



The abo.v~ mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the PRESIDENT mQved that the Board do now ap

~rove them,· and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

. Ayes--Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-S. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in t~e minutes: 

Department of Public Parks, 

In account with Smith E. Lane, 1realUrer. 

18'19. 

Jan. 15. By balaJice ................................ . 269 42 

to By cash received from permits and licenses .... 656 40 
Jan. 15} 
Feb. 19. ----

Jan. 16. To cash paid into City Treasury ............. . 

Feb. 13. " Lyman Tiffany, balance monu-

menting Fox Estate ......... . 

Feb. 11. To balance .... 

269 16 

26 

556 40 

--- $82582 

Cash in drawer ......................... $556 40 

NlIl'I' YORK, February 19, 1879; 

0.30 A.Y. 

S. E. LANE, 

TI',amrer· I>. P .. p. 
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Daniel Mahoney. 

Commissioner OONOVER, whom the PresIdent had desig
nated to conduct the trial of Daniel Mahoney, gatekeeper, on 
charge of intoxication; presented the following report: 

DEPARTKENT OE PUBLIC PARK. e, } 
36 UNION SQUARE (EAST), 

NEW YORK, February 18, 1879. 
The undersigned, to whom was referred the charges preferred by Sergeant 

Downey against Dauiel Mahoney, gatekeeper, respectfully reports: 
That the Sergeant charges that Gatekeeper Mahoney failed on the 4th instant 

to appear at roll. call at 7 o'clock A. M., and about five minutes afterwards came in 
slightly intoxicated. . 

Gatekeeper Mahoney admits the truth of the Sergeant's statement, and adds, 
which is also corroborated by the Sergeant, that this is his first offence. 

I therefore find him guilty, and recommend that he be fined one day's pay. 
SAML. COliOVER, 

Oommissioner D. P. P. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted, and 
that Gatekeeper Mahoney be fined one day's pay, as recom

mended. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Lane, Conover-3. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10:45 

o'clock A.M., to meet again on Friday, the 21st instant at 9:30 

0' clock A. K. 

D. PORTER LORD, 
Acting Secretary D. P. P. 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARV ~ht, l879. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:30 A. lI-f. 

Present-Com missioner WEN MAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" 
" 

CONOVER. 

LANE. 

The minutes of the prevIOus meeting were read and ap

proved. 

Manhat.tan Square Drainage. 

The map of proposed drainage of Manhattan Square, as 

presented by the Superintending Architect, was called up. 

Commissioner I..JANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the plan presented by the Superintending 
Architect for the drainage of Manhattan Square be, and the 
same is, hereby approved, and that he be directed to prepare 
the working drawings for the same, and that the work be com
menced as soon as the weather will permit. 

(Minutes, February 19, 1879, p. 548.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes- Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-" 
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Laying out 23d and 24th Wards-Cen1ral District. 

The maps of Central District, Twenth-third and Twenty

fourth Wards, presented for filing, were called up, and Com

missioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
(Minutes February 12th, 1879, p. 538.) 

Resolved, That James F. Wenman, the President of the De
partment of Public Parks, be, and he hereby is, designated 
and directed to certify and file, as provided by law, the three 
similar maps or plans entitleu "J\'Iap or Plan of Streets, 
" Roads and Avenues and Public Parks and Plaees within that 
" part of the Twenty-fourth and adjoining part of the Twenty
" third Ward of the City of New York, bounded on the west 
" by Jerome or Central Avenne ; on the north by Woodlawn 
" Cemetery and north side of Pelham Ayenue; on the east by 
"the New York & Harlem Railroad, Hoffman Street, Ford
., ham and Third Avenues, and on the sonth by One Hundred 
" and Sixty-first Street in Morrisania, designated the Central 
"District, as laid out and classified and discontinued and 
" closed by the Commission81 s of the DepartmtIlt of Public 
"Parks of the City of New York, in pursuance of the PTO
"visions of Chap. U04, Laws 1874, and Chap. 436, Laws 1876, 
" dated New York, 17th April, 1878, and signed J. J. R. Croes, 
"Civil and Topographical Engineer, Department of Public 
"Parks." '1'he streets, roads and avenues and the classitica
tion thereof, and the public parks aud places as shown on 
the said map, being snch as to the Commissioners of the De
partment of Public Parks seem most conducive to the public 
good. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Sewers, 134th, 141st and 142d Streets. 

The plans, profiles and specifications for Sewers in One 
Hundred and Thirty-fourth street, One Hundred and Forty
first Street and One Hundred and Forty-second Street, pre
sented February 19th, 1879, by the Engineer of Construction, 
were called up. . ..... 

(Minntes,Februal'y 19, 18'79, p. 1548.) 
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The PRESIDENT oft'ere:l the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the plans, profiles and specifications for 
the construction of the following sewers, viz: Sewer and ap
purtenances in One Hundred and Tbirty-fourth Street, from 
four hundred and ten (410) teet east of Willis Avenue to Brook 
Avenue, with branch in Brown Place; Sewer and appurten
ances in One Hundred and Forty-first Street, fwm Alexander 
Avenue to Brook Avenue, with branches in Alexander Avenue 
and Willis Avenue and Sewer and apPUltcnances jn One 
Hundred and Forty-second Street, from Alexander Avenue to 
Brook Avenue, with branches in Alexander Avenne and Willis 
Avenue, submitted by the Engineer of Construction, he and 
they are hereby approved; that the Secretary he and he is 
hereby directed to prepare and publish advertisements for 
prc'posals for said works; and thai Mr. Eugene E. McLean be 
and he is hereby appointed City Suneyor on said works with
out any additional compensation. 

The' PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in fa"vor 
thereof, as follows; 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

VI ashington Square. 

'fhe plan of roadways through and across Washington 
Square was called up. 

Laid over. 
(Minutes, February 5,1879, p. 526.) 

Harlem Bridge-right of way. 

The application of Mr. WilL Cauldwel1, on behalf of the 

Fordham and Morrisania Railway Company, was called up. 
Laid over. 

(Minntes, February 19, 1879, p. 1l47.) 

On motion of the President the Board acljourned at 10:45 
0' clock, A. M., to meet aga.in on 'Wednesuay, the i6th instant, 
at \1::10 o'clock, A.. M. 

D. PORTER LORD, 
Acting Setretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY ~6th, 1879. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK, A. M. 

Present-Commissioner W ENMAN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

WETMORE. 
CONOVER. 
LANE. 

The PRESIDENT stated that gentlemen representing the 
Metropolitan Elevated Railway Company were present, 
desiring to appear before the Board, and moved that the order 
of business be suspended. 

Adopted. 
Mr. W. R. Garrison, President of the Metropolitan Elevated 

Railway Company, and General Horace Porter, appeared. 
After stating their business the President desired them to put 
their application in writing. 

They then retired and the order of business was resumed. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and ap

proved. 

The following communications were received and read. 

From His Honor the Mayor. 

Transmitting a petition from property owners, and a resolu
tion of the Board of Aldermen relating to a cross-walk over 
Kingsbridge Road, at the junction of Thomas and Berrian 
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A venues, . and requesting this Board to examine and report as 

to the necessity of the proposed ordinance. 
Filed. 

Tlle PRESIDENT stating that it had been sent to the Superin
tending Engineer, who had reported upon it and the report 
had been forwarded to the Mayor. 

From the Health Department. 

Enclosing complaint of the sanitary condition of Grove 

Street between Fordham and Madison Avenues. 
Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 

Twenty-fourth Wards. 

From Mr. W m. Kyle. 

Asking for a renewal of his license for the hire of boats on 

Harlem River, upon the same terms as last season. 
(Minntes, May 15, 1879, p. 39.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved it be referred to the President 
with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

From the Protection Ice Co. 

Applying for permission to gather ice from pond in Central 
Park, at Ninety-second Street, near Eight Avenue, 

Co::nmissioner CONOVER moved that the permission be 
refused. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

Animals-to he exchanged. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, rec~mmending the 
exchange of ten ewes for a ram, and a130 the exchange of one 

Zebu bull and several sheep for a tiger now on exhibition at 
the Menagerie, and valued at $950. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the Director of the 

Menagerie be authorized to exchange ten six year old eweB for 

the ram. The Zebu bull with six ewes and ram valued at 
$230, with sufficient number of sheep from the increase 

during the summer to make up an amount equal to value of the 
tiger in exchange for it. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-

4. 

Boat Service. 

From Mr. Thomas S. Dick, requesting the permission to 

make certain improvements to the boat house for the coming 
season at his own expense, and asking the forbearance of the 

Board as to his indebtedness. 
On motion of the President, referred to Commissioner Lane. 

C. Vaux-Museum of Art. 

From Mr. C. Vaux, calling attention to the roof of the Mu

seum of Art. 
Filed. 
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Riverside Avenue. 

From Messrs. John Bogart and W. E. Worthen, requesting 
information as to when they may expect payment of their bill 
for examination of the condition of Riverside Avenue. 

:Filed. 

Metropolitan Elevated Railway Company-Bowling Green. 

From Mr. W. R. Garrison, President Metropolitan Elevated 

Railway Company, with a plan showing position of .columns the 

company desire to place on Bowling Green, and requesting 
permissioYl to open the ground for that purpose. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that it be referred to the 
President to examine and report. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all Lhe members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows; 

Ayes-Commissieners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

Monumenting Fox Estate. 

From Mr. L. Tiffany, asking the Department to purchase 
monuments not required for use on Fox Estate, that had been 

purchased for that purpose. 
Filed. 

The PRESIDENT stating that an order had been given for them. 

Gravel. 

From Mr. Jesse Ryder, offering to sell gravel to the Depart
ment. 

Filed. 

Richard Thompson.-Painter. 

From Richard Thompson, making an application for an ap
pointment as painter. 

Filed. 
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Audit . 

. .commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Arnold, David P., meat, tallow, etc ....•. Maint. and Govt. 

P.and P .•.. ,. $25625 

Harlem R. B. 

Reps., I. and M. 6 60 

Adams, Chaa. L. & Co., stone boats .... Tompkins Square. 

Department of Docks, expenses boring 

machine .................... , ...... Const. B. over H. 

R .......... .. 

Haberman, F., watering pots .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .... 

Harmer, Hays & Co., harness matls .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P." ... 

Hunter, Keller & Co., gas pipe ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP". , ... 
Martin, J. M. C. & Sons, dusters and 

brooms .... , ... , ... ,.. .. . , •..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 
Murphy & Nesbit, cement, lime and plas. 

ter .... ,...... . ... , ............. Museum of Art .. . 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., rent 

January .......................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.&P ........ . 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., met.er, 

gas .....•................ , ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

$262 81S 
13 50 

132 33 

21 00 

23 57 

7 56 

19 05 

9 20 

208 33 

P. andP ...... 14 25 

Seaman, John A., sundries ........••.. Maint-. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... ~~101 96 

Harlem R. B. 
Reps., I. and M. 15 80 

117 7& 
New York STAR, Bub scription 1879 ..••. Maint. and Govmt. 

r. and P....... '1 00 

$836 40 

.' 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places ......... , $658 97 

Harlem River Bridges Repairs, Impt. and Maint· .•. " ... 

Torrl,kins Square. , . . . . .. . •.•........................ 

Museum of Art ..••...•.•...... 

Construction Bridges over Harlem River ............... . 

22 40 

13 50 

9 20 

132 33 

$836 40 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eight hundred and thirty.six dollars 

and forty cents. 

(Signed) S. E. LANE, I Auditing 
SAM. CONOVER, l Committee. 

New York, February 26th, 1879 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 

separately, the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the :Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was (letermined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 1Venman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Thomas Franklin-Transfer. 

Commissioner CONOVER then offered the following resolu
tion: 

Re8olved, That Mr. Thomas Franklin be, and he is hereby 
transferred from his position as Superintending Engineer of 
the Improvement and Construction of Ri versicle Avenue, to that 
of First Assistant Engineer of construction, and that his salary 
be fixed at $1,800 per annum. 

Commissioner LANE then oftered the following as a substi
tute: 

Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Franklin, Superintending En
gineer of the Improvement and .. Construction of Riversid~ 
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A.venue, be, and he is hereby removed from his position in this 
Department, and that he be paid up to this date. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said substitute resolution, and it was determined in the 

negative, a majority of aU the members of the Board not 

voting in favor thereof, as follows : 

.Aye-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Noes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said original resolution, and it was determined in the 

affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board votiug 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

W. J. M. A11'ine-Appointn:;ent. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolntion : 

Resolved, That Mr. Wm. J. :McA.lpine be and is hereby ap
pointed Superintfmding Engineer of the Improvement and 
Construction of the Riverside Avenue (made vacant by the 
transfer of Mr. Thomas Franklin to the position of First Assis· 
tant Engineer of Construction), and that his pay be fixed at 
$4.00 per month. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Contractors-Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

ReBolved, That Messrs. Nicholas H. Decker and George W. 
Quintard be and they are hereby notified and directed to com
plete the work of the "Improvement and Construction of the 
Riverside Avenue," in accordance with the terms of their con-
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tract therefor, without further delay; and that, in case they do 
not proceed to do so on or before the 1st of April, I87~), that 
the Department will employ workmen and materials for the 
purpose, and will thereupon complete the work, and dednct 
the expense thereof from the amount remaining due to said 
contractors on account of their contract. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following as a substitute: 

TVllel'ertR, Nicholas H. Decker anc1 George W. Quintard, the 
contractors for the Improvement of Hiverside Avenue, nnder a 
contract with this Department, dat'lcl the thirty-first clay of 
October, 18,(j, have lailed to comply with the provisions of 
said contract, in not procuring and providing on the ground 
the requisite mateliab, anu in not carrying forward the 
work; 

Rpsolved, That the provisions of said contract be rigidly en
forcfd against said cont~"actors; that time be made the essence 
of the contract; that the baid contractors be and thev are here
by required fort.hwith to proceed with said work and to pro
cure alld provide nIl requi..,ite materiab therefor. 

ResoZ/.:ed, '1 hat, if the said contractors neglect to so proceed, 
procllle and provide said materials lor thirty days alter service 
of a copy of this preamble and these resolutions upon them, 
said wOlk be declared abandoned an.l the contract forfeited. 
and that the Department do proceed to have said work com~ 
pleted, as in such case is provideJ by law. 

R1:'801Vfd, Tbat notice of this adion by the Departmer:t be 
given to the said contractors an,] their snreties by service of a 
copy of this preamble and these resolutions on each of them. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said suhstitute, and it was determ:ned in the nega

tive, a majority of all the member" of the Board not voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Lane-I. 

IVoe.9-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmcre, ·Conover-3. 

The PUESIDENT put the question whetlwr the Board would 
agree to said original resolut;on, and it was determined in the 

affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4:. 
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Laborers' Full Time. 

Oommissioner OONOVER moved that on and after the first 
day of March, 1879, the entire labor force be placed at work on 
full time. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it Was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oouover, Lane 
-4. 

Riverside .A.venue.-R~port on Work. 

Oommissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Rf'solved, That, during the progress of the work on the 

RiversideAvenue, and until its completion, the Superintending 
Engineer in charge of the work be, and he is hereby directed, 
to report to this Board in writing, once in every two weeks, as 
to the condition and progress of the work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

Edward P. Barker.-.A.ppointment. 

Th13 PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mr. Edward P. Barker be aud is hereby ap
pointed Secretary of the Department, and that his pay be fixed 
at $3,000 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm-
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ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board adjourned at 11 
o'clock, A. M. 

D. PORTER LORD, 

Acting Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH iith, 1879. 

REGULAR ]\I[EETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WE~MAN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

WETMORE. 

CONOVER. 

LANE. 

The minutes of. the previous meeting were reaJ and ap
proyed. 

The following communications were receiv~d: 

135[h Stl'~et, Change in lines. 

From the rropographical Engineer, submitting a plan for a 

change in the lines of One Hundred and Thirty-fifth Street, 

between Third and Railroad Avenues. 
(Minutes, February 12th, 1879, p. 542.) 

On motion, the communication was accepted, and the plan, 

as submitted, approved. 

136th and lS7th Streete 

From the Topographical Engineer, re1at:ve t) the lines on 

One Hundred and Thirty-sixth and One Hundred and Thirty
I!!eventh Streets. 

Ordered filed, 
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Street Washer Boxes over Monuments 

From the Topographical Engineer, relative to placing street 
washer boxes over monuments where they are under the 

flagging of the side walks. 
Ordered filed. 

'Comptroller. 

From the Comptroller, relative to the bill of C. E. Haswell 
for services as member of the Commission of Engineers on 
Riverside Drive. The President stated that he had answered 
the same. The action of the President was approved, and the 
communication ordered filed. 

W J. McAlpine. 

From William J. McAlpine, accepting the position of Super
intending Engineer. 

Ordered filed. 
(Minutes, February 26th, 1879, p. 567.) 

From the Police Department, relative to the qualification of 
Peter Carroli 3S Engineer. 

Ordered filed. 

ehas. Jlf. Harris. 

From Charles M. Harris, applying for the position of Assist
ant Engineer. 

Ordered filed . 

• John McDonald, skilled blacksmith. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending the pro
motion of John McDonald to the position of skilled black
smith. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the recommendation of the 
Superintendent be approved, and the promotion ordered. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affimative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Joseph Hefele. James McShane, gardener. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending Joseph 

Hefele as a suitable person to take charge of the trees on 

Tompkins Square, and that he be transferred to such duty, and 
that James McShane be advanced to the grade of gardener. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the recommendation of 
the Superintendent be approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma~ 
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Draining Grove Street. 

From the Engineer of Construction, relative to a drain in 
Grove Street, between Fordham and Madison Avenues, and 

submitting a plan for the same. 
(Minutes, February 26th, 1879, p. 562.) 

On motion of Commissioner CONOVER the report was re

ceived and the recommendation of the Engineer approved, and 

the work ordered done. 
The PRESIDE~T put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was c1etermine(l in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 
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Willow Stre€t Drains. 

From the Engineer of Construction, relative to draining 

premises on Willow Street. 
Tbe PUEsIDENr having given permission for draining such 

premises, his action was approved, and the communication 

ordered filed. 

Third A venue Bridge. 

From the Engineer of Conqtruction, relative to the condition 

of planking on Third A venne Bridge. 
OrG.ered filed. 

The PRESIDENT presenhKl copies of resolutions passed by the 
Common Council, relative to removing snow and ice from side
walks around the parks-·permitting crosswalk to be laid over 

Kingsbric1ge Road, at the junction of Thomas and Berrian 

Avenues, and to flag, curb and gutter in front of premises of 
James S. Bryant, on Oue Hundred and Forty-fourth Street. 

Ordered filed. 

Harlem Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT called up the application of the Fordham 
and Morrisiania Railway for right of way and permission to 
lay their tracIis across Harlem Bridge, and moved that the 
permission asked for be granted. 

Commissioner LAI\E moved to amend said motion by adding 

at the end thereof, the words "provided that said company will 

agree to keep the entire carriage way of the bridge in repair." 
Debate was had thereon, when, on motion of Commissioner 

Wetmore, the subject was hid over. 
(Minutes, February 19th and 21st, 1879, pp. 547 and 559.) 

New York Elevated R. R. 

The PRESIDENT brought to the notice of the Board the 
action of the New York Elevated Railroad Company, in tear-
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ing up the approach to the Third Avenue Bridge, above One 
Hundred and Thirtieth Street, and stated that he had taken 
the action necessary to prevent a continuance of such work:. 

On motion the .action of the President was approved. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LAXE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, awl submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Adams, Chas. L., & Co., lumber .. , " ... Maint. and GoYmt. 

P. anLl P ...... 

Chadborn & Coldwell Mfg. Co., mower 

parts ....... " .................. Maint. and Goymt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. anLl P ..... . 

Devlin, John B., mould ............. Tompkins Square. 

Donaldson, T. & Son, brackets and gas· 

pipe ........................... Maint. and GoYmt. 

P. and P ..... 

Dodd, Mead & Co., annals, &e ......... Maint.and Goymt. 

P·and P ..... . 

Finkenauers Sons, Geo. & Co., photo. 

graphs ......................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and 1' ....•.. 

Gold &: ~tock Telegraph Co., rent ofline.::'.laint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Hawley, Jas. C., petty expenses ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 76 29 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards... 28 33 

Surveying, laying 

out, 23d and 

21th W urds.. . . 3 85 

Tompkins Square. 2 80 

286 26 

136 65 

37 25 

75000 

3 30 

12 00 

27 50 

60 00 

111 27 
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Handibode, P., coal. .................. Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ...... 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 211d and 

24th Wards .... 

Harlem R. R, 

245 70 

17 00 

Reps., I. and M. 10 

Tompkins Square. 2 20 

Handibode, P., coal. ..... " ....... ' ... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Hilton, E. G., mica and grates ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•.... 

Hsnderson, Peter & Co., plants and seed. Maint. and Govmt. 

P.nnd P ...... 

Holbrook Brothers, glass .............. Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Holbrook Brothers, glass ............. Museum of Art.. 

Jones, Chas., and Thos. P. McQuade, 

labor and matIs .................. Brook Ave. Sewer. 

Morgan, J. Pierpont, Treas., expenses 

Mus. Art .................•..••.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Poo ..... 

Moffat., David & Co., leather and sheep-

skins ..................•....•.. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

Murphy '" N~sbit, lime, cement, &c ..... Museum of Art .. 

Murphy &; Nesbit, lime .......•. " ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Pollock &; Van Wagenen, spikes and 

P. antI P ....••. 

IIarlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. alld 

M .......... .. 

nails. _ .......................... Maint. 23d '" 24th 

Wards ........ 

Rhinelander, F. W., expenses Mus. Natl. 

llist ...................... , ••... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... . 

3 15 

11 00 

266 00 

17 00 

16 30 

35 18 

38 22 

13 86 

3,266 02 

2,032 24 

10 70 

10 60 

14 15 

14 65 

IIg!l gO 
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Rubber Clothing Co., coats and cap 

covers .......................... Maint. and Govt. 

P. anel P ...... 

Schmidt, John M., photographs ........ JlIaint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....•.• 
Talcott, James C., oats and salt .... , ••• Maint. 23d &; 24th 

Wards ....•••. 

Van Winkle, E. B., petty expenses ..•••. SUrI"eying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24.th Wards. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places ......... . 

Muintenan('e 2:,d and 24th 'Varus .. " ..........•........ 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint ....... . 

Surve.ling, laying out, etc., 2Bd und 24th Warus ........ . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ........................ . 

Museum of Art ..................................... . 

Toml;kins Square .... 

Brook Avenue Sewer ....... " ........ . 

4,087 4'. 

77 08 

12 10 

38 1i9 

1700 

24 46 

7 55 

3,266 02 

159 34 

'1 1i0 

34 20 

17 74 

~8,277 72 

$8,277 72 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eighty-two hundred und sev"uty' 

Beven dollars und seventy-two cents. 

(Si~neu) 

New York, Murch 5th, 1879. 

S. E. LA~E, t Auditi,,!} 
SAML. CONOVER, I (}ollw,itttt. 

The above mentioned bill having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moyed that the Boara do now np

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
tlwm to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners vVenman, Wetmore, Cono,er, Lane...". 

4, 
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The TREASURER presented tbe fo:lowing report w;lich was 
orum'ed to be printed in the minutes. 

Department of Public Parks in accollni11Ji,h 

1879. 

Feb. 19. 

" 19, } 
to 

Mch. 1>. 

Feb. 21. 

Meh. 5. 

Smith E. Laile, Tre3.8UrU, 

CR. 

By balance .... , ........•............•.••. 

" cash received from permits ............. . 

DR. 

To cash paid ipto City Treasury ... " ...... . 

To balance ............. . 

Cash in drawer .......................... . 

556 (0 

10 00 

556 40 

10 00 

$10 00 

i~66 40 

$<566 40 

(Signeu.) SMITH. E. LANE, 

NEW YORK, Wednesday March, 5, 18i9. 

9:30 A. M. 

"Museum of Art Building. 

T .. easurer, D. P. P. 

A communication was received from the Superintending 
Architect relative to providing a temporary roadway from the 
Fifth Avenue to the east sille of the Museum of Art Building. 

Commissioner LXt\E moved that tho report be rec~ived and 

filed, and that the work as recommended be done uncler the .. 
direction of the Superintending Architect. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Boarel voting in 
bvor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, vVetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Kingsbridge Road. 

A communication was received from the Superintendent of 
the 23d and 24th Wards in relation to repairs of sidewalks on 
Kin~sbridge Road. Ordered filed. 
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Central Park 59th Street Entrance. Skate Building. 

A communiC'1tion was received from the Superintendent of 

Parks relative to the rearrangement of the trees and curb at 

the entrance to the Central Park at Fifty-ninth Street and 

Fifth Avenue, as well as the removal of the skate building and 

utilizing the same. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the rEcommendations . 
contained in the communication of the Superintendent be 

approved and the work proceeded with. 

The PRESIDE~T put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of aU the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, vVetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Parade Ground. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following: 

Whereas, A bill has been presented to and is now before the 
Legislature, the provision of which direct that the Depart
ment of Publi0 Parks shall establish a Parade ground on the 
ball ground on the Central Park, and 

Whereas, The Central Park, by its formation and the pur
poses for which it was intended and are now used, that of a 
pleasure ground for all classes of our citizens, has made almost 
universal the sentiment of the great injustice and irreparable 
wrong that would be done oy introducing military parades 
within its boundaries, and 

TVherecl8, By years of careful thought and consideration of 
this subject by each successive administration governing the 
Central Park, as well as by many of the highest military offi
cials of tbis City and 8tate, including the pre",ent :\Iajor 
General Commanding the First Division N. G. 8. N. Y., it has 
been conceded that the plan and organization of the Central 
Park are not calculated for militnry purposes, as sufficient 
grounds within the Park cannbt b3 appropl'iated for such pur
poses without diverting them from the use for ,,,hich they were 
intended and have been for years gual'anted and enjoyed. 

'rherefore. 
Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks has learned 
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with much concern of the proposition now before the IJegisla
ture for the taking of 9, portion of the gronnds of the Central 
Park for a Milibry Parade gronnd, and fully recognizing the 
great injustice that such action wonld entail to the Park, feel 
it their dutv Dot only on their own beha1f, but on behalf of 
the ritizell'~ of the' City of New York, to earnestly protest 
against the enactment of any ~meh measure and earnestly pray 
that the bill now before the Assembly may not become a law. 

Re.solved, That a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolu
tion be duly authenticated and transmitted to the honorable 
the I.Jegis!a·ture. 

The PRESIDEi'iT put the qnestion whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye~-Co:mmissioners vVenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

City Park Improvement Fund. 

1J0mmis"ioner CONOVER offered the following: 

R('8olve(l, That the subject of further application of appro
priations of City Park Improvement Fund be referred to the 
Pl'esiclent with power. 

The PHESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolu tion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 'Venman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
--4. 

Patrick Horan, laborer. 

Commissioner LASE offered the following : 

Resolved, That Patrick Horan, a laborer on the Parks. who 
has been absent on acccunt of sickness for more than three 
days, be lestored to work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

Itgree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners ,\Venman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Frederick Barnewall, painter. 

Commissionor WETMORE presented a communication from 

Joseph J. O'Donohue, recommending Frederick Barnewall 
for appointment as painter. 

Ordered filed. 

Ed McOormack, laborer. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Ed. McCorm&ck, a laborer, 

injured while at work on the Central Park, be restored to 
duty. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the aflirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Oopyist. 

The PRESIDENT offered the foll owing : 

Resolved, That the Secretary be and he is hereby author
ized to engage the services of H copyist, to rank as a skilled 
laborer, at $<l.50 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the aflirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes -Commissioners Wenman, 'V otwore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

C. O'Grady and others restoI'( d 

The PRESIDE~T offered the following: 
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Resolved, That O. O'Grady, Assist[lnt Engineer, Emil Dleyer, 
George F. Penfield and George J. :Meiuelle, chainmen on the 
Riverside Drive, be aml they are hereby restored to duty, 
commencing March 1, 1879. 

The PHESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was det8rmined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners vVenman, 'Wetmore, Oonover, Lane _ 

-4. 

Robert Ma Dan. 

Oommissioner OO~OVER offered the following: 

Resolved, 'rhat the pay of Robert Ma Dan be fixed at $2 per 
day. 

The PlmsIDE~T put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

fa\"or thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners 'Venm an, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

J. A. Dickson. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following : 

Resolved, That J. A. Dickson be and he is hereby ap
pointed chainman on Riyerside Drive. 

The Pl:ESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolutiolJ, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners vVenman, vVetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

Riverside Drive, Superintending Engineer to report. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following: 
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Re~olved, That the Superintending Engineer of the River
side Improvement be requested to report: 

First-The present condition of the work under the con
tract. 

Second-What portions of the work, if. any, certified to by 
the late Superintending Engineer, as performed by the con
tractors, ought to be clone over again. 

Thinl-What material variations, if any, have been made 
from the original design of the Avenue, by the late Superin
tending Engineer. 

Fourth-What errors, if any, have been made in the meas
urements by the late Superintending Engineer. 
F~flh-An approximate estimate of the work remaining to 

be done under the contract. 

Debate was had thereon when the PRESIDENT moved that 

said resolution be laid over. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore and Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Mounted Police. 

On motion of Commissioner LANE, the President was au-

thorized to place a mounted police officer on Riverside Drive. 

136th and 137th Streets. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following : 

Resolved, That the Topographical Engineer be directed to 
prepare maps for filing, lestoring the lines of One Hundred 
and Thirty-sixth and One Hundred and Thirty-seventh 
Streets, from Third Avenue to College Avenue, as theyex
isted previous to the adoption of the map made by the com
misioners appointed by Chap. 841, Laws of l8bS. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 



584 [Wednesday, March 5th j 1879. 

Ayes-~Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Thomas Hopkins. 

Commis:.;;ioner CONOVER presented a petition from Edgar 
Ketcham, Jr., L. G. :Morris and others, recommending Thomas 

Hopkins for the position of keeper on Harlem Bridge. 

Ordered filed. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, at 11:10 o'clock, the Board 

adjourned to meet on Wednesday next the 12th instant, at 
9:30 A. M. 

E. P. BARKER, 

Secretary. 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH l~tb, 1879. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 
" CONOVER. 
" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and ap
proved. 

The following communications were received: 

Jas. McDonald, Bethalto, Ill. 

From Mr. James McDonald, offering a bald eagle. 
Ordered filed. 

John B. Devlin, 134th street Sewer. 

From Mr. Jno. B. Devlin, asking permISSIOn to commence 
work upon One Hundred and Thirty-fourth street sewer. 

Referred to the President to report. 

Carpenters. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending the ap-
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pointment of John Hayes as carpenter, and stating that four 
were needed for the work. 

Commissioner CO~OVER moved that four carpenters be ap
pointed as recommended. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Buffalo Cow. 

From the Director of the :l\1enagerie, recommending the 
purchase of a buffalo cow, now on exhibition in the Park, at 
an expense not exceeding one hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the recommendation of 
the Director of the Menagerie be approved, and the purchase 
authorized. 

The PUESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majurity of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Dennis Fitzpatrick. Engineer. 

From the Police Department, stating that Dennis Fitt:pat
rick's certificate of qualification as Engineer expired on the 

19th instant, and requesting that he be sent for re-exaulination 

on that day. 
Ordered filed. 

Mt. St. Vincent. Casino. 

From Mr. Columbus Ryan, recommending that painting and 
repairs be made to the buildings at Mt. St. Vincent, and the 

Casino, at a total expense of one hundred and fifty dollars. 
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Commissioner CONOVER moved that Mr. Columbus Ryan be 

authorized to make the repairs proposed by him, at an expense 

not exceeding one hundred aud fifty dollars, and deduct the 

amount thereof from his license fee. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the member;'! of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

. Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Third avenue, Grading, &;c. 

From the Engineer of Construction, inquiring whether 
the fact of proceedings being instituted for acquiring title to 

Third avenue, between One Hundred and Forty-seventh str~et 
and Harlem river, would prevent the contractor for the regu
lating and grading the same from proceeding with his work. 

Ordered filed. 

Battery Pavillion. 

From Mr. Jno. P. Ryan, asking for renewal of the lease of 

the Pavillion on the Battery Park. 

Laid over. 

Riverside avenue. Offices. 

From the Superintending Engineer of the Improvement and 

Construction of Riverside avenue, on the subjAct of removing 
the present office to the Foster House, and tearing down 
buildings near Eighty-seventh street, in order to give con

tractors possession of the grounds. 
On motion of Commissioner CONOVER it was referred to the 

President with power. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, of the Auditing Committee, presented 

the following report: 
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The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Adams, Chas. L. &0 Co., lumber ......... Maint. &; Govmt. 

P.&;P, ...•.•• 

Bennett, Thomas, squirrels .........•.. Maint. and Govmt. 

p. &0 P •••..••• 

Boynton, E. M., saws and files .... , .•.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &OP ........ 

Devlin, John B., trap rock ............. Maint. 23d &; 24th 

Wards, 1878 ... 

Edwards, Chas. A., hose .............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &OP ....... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &OP .•...... 

Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Impts. 

and Maint .... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., meter gas ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.&OP ....... . 

Jube, John P. &0 Co., shafts, wheels and 

tire ............................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &0 P ....... . 

Keufl'el &0 Esser, paints and tracing cloths.Snrveying, laying 

out, &Oc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

Const. Bridges 

over Harlem 

River ........ . 

McNab &0 Harlin Mfg. Co., plumbing ma-

terials .............••........... Maint. and Govmt. 

60 39 

33 55 

P. &0 P........ 320 

Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Impts. 

and Maint .••• , 1 62 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., meter gas •. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &OP ....... . 

$48 14 

29 00 

9 Hi 

161 00 

9 00 

93 94 

58 20 

42 25 

19 60 

Ii 84 

4 82 

99 60 
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Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ........ 

Mullane, John, oats, corn, feed, &e .... ' . Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ........ 

New York Gas Light Co., gas .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ....... . 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., gas ••. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ..•••••• 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., meter 

gas ............................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P:& P ........ 

O'Donnell, John, milk ................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P .••..... 

Pratt, Chas. & Co., oil ................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ........ 8 00 

Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Impts. 

and Maint. . . •• 2 00 

Rogers, H. A., files ......... , .•....•. , .Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ....... . 

Stackpole Brothers, repairs to plumbobs. Surveying, laying 

out, &e., 23d & 

24th Wards .... 

Shady, Jas. H., fish ................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P .•...•.• 

Seaman, John A., hammers, blacking, &e.Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ....... . 

Swett, Moses. ladders .....•........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P .•••.... 

Slote & Janes, binding .........•...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.&P ........ 

130 00 

381 35 

32700 

21395 

39 75 

11 20 

10 00 

17 82 

4 00 

10 08 

11 75 

35 00 

$1,807 74 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .... , 

Maintenance, &c., Twenty.third and Twenty-fourth Wards, 

1878 ......................................... .. 

Harlem River Bridges, repairs, improvements and maint .. 

Surveying, laying out, &c., Twenty-third and Twenty-

fourth Wards .....•. " .. _ .. _ ... _ ..... , _ ......... . 

Construction of Bridges over Harlem River ...........•.. 

[ Wednesday, 

$1,571 13 

161 00 

37 17 

23 60 

14 84 

$1,807 74 

Amonnting in the aggregate to the sum of eighteen hundred and seveu dollars 

and seventy-four cents. 

(Sig-ned) 
" 

S. ELANE, \ Auditing 
SA~UEL CONOVER, 1 Committee. 

NEW YORK, March 12th, 1879. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Finance Department for payment. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
Ayes-Oommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Museum of Art. John Taylor Johnston. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Mr. John Taylor Johnston, Presi
dent of the Board of Trustees of the Metropolitan l\iuseum of 
Art, desired to appear before the Oommissioners, for the pur
pose of making a statement relative to placing guards in the 
Museum of Art Building, and that he had seen the Oounsel to 
the Oorporation in relation to waving contract for building 

cases for the Museum, urging that the work be done without 
delay. 
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Mr. John Taylor Johnston then appeared and made a state

ment concerning these matters. 

He presented, at the same time, a communication from the 

Trustees of the Museum, approving the plans of the Super

intending Architect for iron guards to the basement windows 

of Museum of Art, at a cost not. to exceed $950, and for the 

iron doors on the main stairs at the main entrances, and at 

entrances to the galleries, at a cost not to exceed $500. 

Commissioner LANE moved that orders be issued in the 

usual manner for the iron work as recommended by the Board 

of Trustees. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was dGtermined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 'favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Commissioner LANE, whom the President had designated to 

conduct the trials of Patrolmen Henry Seymour and George 

Parks, presented the following repmts : 

DEPARTM~l'IT OF PUBLIO PARKS, ) 

36 Uno,," SQUARE (EAS1'), t 
NEIV YORK, March 11, 1879. \ 

To the Commissioners of P"bliG Parks: 
Patrolman Henry Seymour was tried before me, on the 17th day of February, 

1879, upon a charge of being off his post and also with neglect of duty, on the 
morning of the twelfth day of February. 

Officer Seymour denied that he was at any time ufI of his post. The weather 
at the time was very rainy, and the wind blowing hard, and it was qnite probable 
that he was unable to hear all the calls of the Sergeant on duty, particularly as 
his head was enveloped by a eap cover with a eape covering all bnt his face, also 
with a Illuffler around his head. 

In my opinion the evidence is insufficient to sustain the charge. I do therefore 
recommend for adoption the following resolution: . 

Resolved, That the charge preferred against Patrolman Henry Seymour, be, and 
t he same is herehy dismissed. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
S. E. LANE, 

C<immisBione-r( 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted, and the 

resolution therein recommended be adopted. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aycs.-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, } 
36 UNION SQUARE (EAST), 

NEW YORK, March 11, 18'11). 
To the Commusioner3 oj P,.blic Park.,: 

Patrolman George Parks was tried before me, on the 17th day of February, 
1879. upou a charge of being off his post, and also neglect of duty, on the morning 
of the twelfth day of February. 

Officer Parks denier! that he was at any time off of his post. The weather at 
the time was very rainy and the wind blowing hard, and it was quita probable 
that he was unable to hehr all the calls of the Sergeant on duty, particularly as 
his head was enveloped by a cap cover with a cape covering all but his f'ce. 

Iu my opiniou the evidence is insufficient to sustain the charge. r do therefore 
recommend for adoption the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the charge prpferred against Patrolman George Parks, be, and 
the Bame is hereby dismissed. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
S. E. LANE. 

Commissioner. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted and the 
resolution therein recommended be adopted. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follcws : 

Ayes- Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Cart stand, 6th Avenue Park. 

From Mr. W. D. F. Manice, requesting the repeal of license or 
permits granted to carts to stand around Sixth avenue Park at 
Thirty-sixth street, and stating reasons in favor of it. 

On motion of Commission LANE referred to the President to 
eJ(amine and report. 
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Central Park, pruning. 

From Mr. Geo. E. Waring, Jr., calling attention to the neces
sity of pruning the shrubbery in the Oentral Park. 

Ordered filed. 

Jno. Quin, application. 

From Mr. Jno. Quin applying for the position of gardener. 
Ordered filed. 

Oommissioner OO~OVER moved that Edward Sweeny be 
appointed a laborer, in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
wards. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the salaries of the following persons be fix.ed 
at the rates per annum as named: 

John F. Dawson, Superintendent of Parks. . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . " ... $3,50() 
Wm. Van Valkenburgh, Disbursing Clerk..... ....................•.•. 3,000 
Edward P. Barker, Secretary. . • .. . . .. . .. . ....... ' ........... ' • • .. . .. 3,000 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the laboring force on Tompkins Square be 

increased to a maximum number not exceeding seventy-five, 
and that the Superintendent of Parks be authorized to select 
the laborers so required hom those suspended from the force 
upon the discontinuance of the work last fall. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
3gree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4: 

Commissioner LANE moved that the resolution calling upon 
the Superintending Engineer of the Riverside Improvement 
to report regarding said work, laid over March 5th, 1879, be 
taken up. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Aye-Commissioner Lane-I. 
, . Noes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover-S. 

The PRESIDENT presented the Quarterly Report, !or the 
quarter ending December 31st, 1878. 

Read, approved and ordered transmitted to the Mayor. 
Commissioner LANE offered the following: 

Resolved, That the following named persons be, and they are 
hereby, appointed gatekeepers on the Central Park, to take 
effect with this date: 

Thomas F. Thompson, 
Thomas Bell, 
Robert Smith, 
Francis McGinn, 
Patrick Mann, 
Eugene Moran. 

Jo~eph M. Horan, 
Michael Foley, 
James Dunn, 
Thomas Sheridan, 
Michael Whalen. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 
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Commissioner LANE offered the following: 
Resolved, That the following named persons be, and they are 

hereby, promoted from the position of gatekeepers to that of 
patrolmen on the police force: 

Edward G. Tully, James P. Larkin, 
Robert Kelly, Michael Hackett. 
Michael Coughlin. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
a.gree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT at 11 :15 0' clock the Board 
adjourned. 

E. P. BARKER, 
Secretary. 
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WEDNESDAY, JJIARCD 19th, 1879. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:30 O'OLOOK A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner 'WENMAN, President. 
" OONOVER. 

" LANE. 

The minutes of the prevIOus meeting were read and ap
proved. 

The following communications were received: 

Daniel A. Higgins. 

From Daniel A. Higgins, applying for the position of 
gardener. 

Ordered filed. 

Trees on Washington Avenue. 

From the Superintendent of Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, relative to trees on Washington Avenue. 

Ordered filed. 

Edward McCormick. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, in relation to Edward 

McOormick a laborer injured while in :the employ of th~ 

Department. 
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Oommissioner OONOVER offered the following: 

Resolved, That Edward McOormick, laborer, injured while 
in the employ of the Department be restored to duty, and 
that half pay be allowed him during the time of his absence 
in consequence of his injuries. 

The PHESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm~ 

ative, a majority or all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--Commissioners Wenman, Oonover, Lane-3. 

Commissioner of Public ,Yorks. 

From the Commissioner of Public Warks, relative to the 

laying of Oroton water pipes in the Riversi(le Drive. 

The PRESIDE:\T stating that he had taken the necessary action 

in the matter. 

The commullication was on1ered filed. 

BWllx Wver Bddgeat WOOlllaWIl. 

From the Engineer of Constructioll, submittillg plans, &0., 
relah ve to bridge O\'er Bronx River at W oodlawll. 

Laid oyer. 
pIillutes, October 2, 1878, p. 280.) 

St'werage l)istriet No. ~);) H. 

From the Topographical Engineer, submitting for approval 

a map of Sewerage District No. 33 B, comprising a portion of 

Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 
The PRESIDENT moved that sltidmap or plan be approved and 

ordered filed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the 130ard would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board votillginfavor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye.s'-Commissioners 1Venman, Oonover, Lane-3. 
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Luke Welsh-East River Park 

From Luke Welsh, for permission to use buildings at East 

River Park for the sale of refreshments. 

Laid over. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 

presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, aud Fmbmit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Arnold, David P., meat and vegetables .. Mnint. aud Govmt .. 

P. and P.: ..... 

Arnonx &; IIochhausen. electric light ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Bell, Martiu, harness repairs .......... Jl,faint. 23d (~ 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Devlin, John n., trap-rock chips ........ Maint. 23d &; 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Donaldson, T. &; Son, wicks and chimneys.Maint. and Govmt. 

Harmer, Hayes &;' 00., carriage carpets 

P. and P ..... . 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., I. and M. 

and cloth .......................... Maint. and Govmt.. 

P. and P ..... 

Hawes, M. E., bread ............... , .. Maint.. and Govmt.. 

p- and P ..... . 

Lawrence, B. H., blacksmit.hing ........ Maint. 23d &; 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Martin, J. M. O. &; Sons, ,lusters ....... Maint. and Govmt.. 

P. and P ...... . 

Harlem R.B.,Reps. 

Impt. and M ... 

Reeves, Robt. C., mower parts ..•...... Maint. and Govmt,. 

P. and P ..... . 

$215 ~5 

75 00 

75 

257 60 

o 94 

1 06 

2 00 

14 00 

45 50 

!i 30 

8 50 

o 84 

9 34 

70 40 



600 [ Wednesday, 

Rogers, H. A., rakes, etc ..••• , •••..••.. lVIaint. and Govmt. 

P.and P ..... . 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M .......... .. 

Stevens, J. W., labor and matls ..•...•.. Const. Bdgs. over 

II. R ......... . 

Seaman, .J ohn A., steelsqnares, duck, &c.Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Valentine, Wm. T., weather strip •...... Museum of Nat. 

History ...... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

41 30 

9 62 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places $675 'T5 

Maintenance 2sd and 24th Wards...... .... ........ ..... 268 65 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. anu Maint. . . .. . . . 11 52 

Construction Bridges over Harlem River..... ..... . ..... 3 40 

~o 92 

340 

29 86 

175 00 

$959 32 

$959 32 

Amounting in the aggregate to the snm of nine hundred and fifty-nine dollars 

and thirty-two cents. 

NEW YORK, March 19th, 1879. 

s. E. LANE, I A"diting 
SAM. CONOVER, \ Oommittfl. 

'fhe above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 

separatel'y, the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PnEsIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 
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Treasurer's Report 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks, 

In account with Smith E. Lant, Trea,mrlJ'l·. 

1879. 

March 5. By balance ................. , , ............ .. $10 00 

March 5 I By cash received from permits and licenses.... 464 98 
to 19, \ --- $47498 

DR. 

Mch. 13. To cash paid into City Treasury •............. 

" 19. "balance .•.. 

Cash in drawer, ....................... . 

4154 1)8 

20 00 

$20 00 

$474 98 

S. E. LANE, 

NEW YORK, March 19, 1879, 

9,30 A, M, 

On motion of Commissioner WENMAN it was 

Tl'easul'er D. P. P. 

Licenses. 

Resolved, That it be referred to Commissioner IJane, to re
port UPOll all the licences issued by the Department. 

Charles Egbert. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following: 

Resolved, That Charles Egbert be, and he is hereby ap
pointed a laborer on the Parks. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting ll1 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 
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Patrick Henan. 

A petition was received from Menzo Diefendorf and others, 
asking for the appointment of Patrick Henan. 

Ordered filed. 

On motion, at 11.10 A. M., adjourned. 

E. P. BARKER, 

Secretary. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL ~d, 1879. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:30 A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 

" 
" 

CONOVER. 
LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and ap
proved. 

The following communications were received: 

Wm. M. Evarts, Secretary of State. 

From Wm. M. Evarts, Secretary of State, acknowledging the 
receipt of box containing photographs, reports, &c., and stating 
that they would be duly forwarded to the Prefect of the Seine, 
Paris, France. 

Ordered filed. 

Commissioner of Public Works. 

From the Commissioner of Public Works, stating that in 
view of the adverse opinion of the Counsel to the Corporation 
the Gas Commi8sion would not be able to include the park 
lamps in their invitation for proposals. 

Ordered filed. 
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Police Department-Boiler Certificate, Harlem Bridge. 

From ·the Police Department, transmitting a certificate rela
tive to examination of boiler on Harlem Bridge. 

Ordered filed. 

City Record. 

From the Superintendent of the City Record, transmitting 
resolution asking for an estimate of the amount of stationery, 
printing, &c., that will be required by the Department. 

Ordered filed. 

H. B. Dodworth-Music. 

From H. B. Dodworth, desiring to furnish mUSIC on the 
parks during the coming season. 

Laid over. 

Board of Health-Extending Mill Brook Sewer to 165th Street. 

From the Board of Health, transmitting a resolution of that 
Board relative to the extension of the Mill Brook sewer from 
One Hundred and Sixty-fifth Street to Fordham. 

Referred to the Engineer of Construction to report upon. 

Riverside Drive. 

From Wm. J. McAlpine, Superintending Engineer, notifying 
the Board of the resumption of the work by the contractors on 
Riverside Drive. 

Ordered filed. 
(Minutes, January 29,1879, p. 519.) 

Mount St. Vincent and Arsenal roofs. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that the roofs of 
Mount St. Vincent and Arsenal buildings were in need of repair, 
and recommended that they be painted with Vandewater 
flexible paint at a cost of not exceeding one cent per square 

foot. 
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Commissione CONOVER moved that the recommendations be 
approved and the work done under the supervision of the' 
Superintendent. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows ; 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, W etmore,Conover, Lane-
4. 

C. B. Bilyieu. 

From C. B. Bilyieu, attennant at the Museum building, ask
ing an increase of compensation. 

Ordered filed. 

Lines of 137th street altered. 

From the Topographical Engineer submitting plan and re
commending the alteration of the line of One Hundred and 
Thirty-seventh street, between Third and CollegE:) avenues, 

which was approved and the map or plan ordered filed. 

R. O. Campbell-Harlem Bridge' 

From R. C. Campbell and others, asking that the parapet 
wall on the east side of the Harlem Bridge and One Hundred 
and Thirtieth street be removed. 

Referred to the Superintendent of Parks to examine and re
port relative to the same. 

Richard Thompson, Painter. 

From the Superintendent of Parks recommending the ap
pointment of Richard Thompson as Painter. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the recommendation of 
the Superintendent be approved and Richard Thompson ap
pointed. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board· would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Gas Pipes-Tompkins Square . 

.From the Superintending Architect in relation to gas pipes 
in Tompkins Square. 

Referred to the President with power. 

Lines of 3d Avenue, 136th and 137th Streets. 

From the Topographical Engineer submitting plan aud re
commending the alteration of the line of Third avenue, between 
One Hundred and Thirty-sixth and One Hundred and Thirty
seventh streets, which was approved, and the map or plan or
dered filed. 

Charles Bathgate and others . 

.From Charles Bathgate and others, desiring that the road ad
joining the Fordham Railroad Station be macadamized and 
made passable. 

Referred to the Superintendent of Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards to report upon. 

Emil BIeyer, ChaB. E. Pierce, promotion of. 

From William J. McAlpine, Superintending Engineer, re
commending that Emil Bleyer, now employed as chainman on 
the Riverside Improvement, be promoted to Leveller and 
Charles E. Pierce be advanced to the grade of Rodman. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the recommendations be 
approved and the promotions made. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm a-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Sewer in 141st Street. 

From James Kenneally and others, property owners on One 
Hundred and Forty-first street, petitiolling for the construction 
of a sewer in that street 

Referred to the Engineer of Construction to report upon. 

Fordham and Morrisania Railway. 

A petition was received signed by forty-five hundred reSI
dents of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, asking 
that the Fordham and Morrisania Railroad Company be 
allowed to lay their tracks across the Harlem River Bridge. 

Laid over. 
(Minutes, March 0, 1879, p. 574.) 

Robert MaDan-Philip Magovern. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following: 
Resolved, That Robert MaDan, employed on the Riverside 

Drive, be promoted to the grade of Chainman, and that Philip 
Magovern be appointed axeman, in place of MaDan, promoted. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, from the Auditing Committee, present
ed the following reports : . 
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The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
toxamined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Central Gas Light Co., gas, Jan. and Feb,Harlem B. B. 

Reps. I. and M .. 

Crombrie, Thos' J., lumber ............ Museum of Art .. . 

Devlin, John B., mould .... , ...... " ... Tompkins Square 

Edwards, Chas. A., hose .............. Maint. and Govmt 

Egan, K. &; Co., waste .......... . 

P. and P ..... . 

Tompkins Square 

. Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ...... 

Frith &; Tileston, steel •••. , ....•..... Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ..... . 
Handibode, P., coal. ............. " ... Cnnst. Bridges 

$6 '11> 

38 00 

$93 94 

274 '15 

'150 00 

44 '15 

5 00 

10 87 

over H. R..... 4 25 

Handibode, P., coal .................. Maint. and Govmt 

P and P.. . .. . $244 32 

Harlem R. B. 

Reps. I. and M. 48 13 

Maint., 23d and 

24th Wards... 12 '15 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d &; 

24th Wards ... 

Museum of Art .. 

Tompkins Square 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas, Feby ....... Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ..... 

Harlem R. B. 

Rops. I. and M. 

Hilton, E. G., vault covers and zinc .... Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ....•• 

Maint., 23d and 

24th Wlirds ••• 

1'1 00 

55 

2 '15 

~60 39 

38 55 

$11 98 

1 05 

325 50 

93 94 

13 03 
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Hoyt, J. B., & Co., leather belting. , .... Maint., 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Jllbe, John P. & Co., axles, wheels and 

steel. . .... . . . . . . .. . . .. Maint. and Govmt 

P. and Po, .... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas ........ Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ...... 

MOllnt'sH. L., Son, horse brushes ...... Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ..... . 

New York Gas Light Co., gas, Feby .... Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ...... 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas, Feby .. Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ..... . 

Sweeney, Edward, labor ...•... ~ ...... Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ..... . 

Seaman, John A., paints, oil, spikes, &c .. Maint. and Govrnt 

P. and P ...... 

Maint., 23d and 

24th Wards .•. 

S"aman, John A., rope, nails, &c ....... Musenm of Art .• 

Tompkins Squar'l 

98 69 

23 80 

$2 52 

2 70 

1'1 '18 

86 08 

128 38 

22 00 

839 00 

241 .9lS 

16 81 

121 811 

----- I) 22 

Tiffany, Lyman, monuments .........•. Surveying, laying 

out. etc., 23d & 

24th Wards ... 

Tyeen, DavidJ. Jr., turnips and cabbages.Maint. and'Govmt 

P. and P ..... . 

Wright, D., harness and surcingles .... Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ...... 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. .. . $1,559 72 

Harlem River Bridges, repairs, improvements and maint. . 175 62 

Maintenance, &c., Twenty.third and Twenty.fourth Wards, 54 88 

Surveying, laying out, &c., Twenty-third and Twenty-

fourth Wardl!. ,. •.•. .. . .•.•• .•.••.• •••• ••.• .•.• •• 56 00 

39 00 

232 50 

106 00 

$2,921 '14 



610 [ Wednesday, 

Museum of Art. . . .. • . . • • • • . . . .• . .. . ...... . 

Tompkins Square. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . .......... . 

Construction of Bridges over Harlem River ..........•... 

277 82 

793 45 

4 25 

$2,921 74 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty-nine hundred and seventy· 

one dollars and seventy-four cent~. 

(Si!f~ed) S. ELANE, j .A. uditi7l.g 
SAMUEL CONOVER, 1 Oommittee 

NEW YORK, March 26th, 1879. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows': 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 
Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, alid submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Am. Dist. Telegraph Co., rent and ser-

vices ............................ Maint. and Govt. 

P. d2; P ....... _. $21 78 

Amman, C., trees ...... _ ..........••. Tompkins Square. 600 00 

Barnum, P. T., Buffalo Cow ............ Maint and Govt. 

P. &P ........ 125 00 

Babbit, B. T., best soap ............... Maint. and Govt. 

P. &- P........ $4 62 

liar. R. B. Reps., 

I. d2; M ..... ,.. 88 
5 1$0 
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Coleman, John R, oil ............... Maint and Govt. 

P. &OP •••••••• 

Har. R. n. Reps. 

1. &0 M ........ 

Colgate &0 Co., castile soap .........••. Maint. and Govt. 

P. &OP ....•... 

Early &; Lane, mouse traps, &00 .••••.••• Maint. and Govt. 

P. &OP ....... . 

Hunter, Keller &0 Co., valves .•.......... Maint. 23d and 

21th Wards .... 

Merchant, S. L. &; Co., Portland cement .. Maint and Govt. 

P. &OP ....... . 

Reeves, Robert C., mower, forks aud 

rakes ............................ Maint. and Govt. 

P. &OP ..•.•••• 

Rhinelander, F. W., Treas. expenses Mus. 

Art ............................ Maint. and Govt. 

P.&OP .....••• 

Rogers, H. A., wrenches, bolts and files .. Mllint. and Govt. 

P. &0. P ........ . 

Seaman, John A., waste, brooms, etc .... Maiut. and Govt. 

P. &OP ....... . 

Harlem R. n., 
neps., Impt. and 

M ........•••• 

Museum of Art .• 

Thorburn, Jas. M. &; Co, flower seeds ..•. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

RECAPITULATION. 

14 95 

15 93 

1"1 30 

6 08 

'7 40 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places $1,056 02 

Harlem niver Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint. . . ..... 22 89 

Maintenance, &Oc., 23d and 24th Wards..... ............. 2 28 

Tompkins Square ................ , • . .. • . ... . . .. . . ... •• 600 00 

Museum of ArL ............ " . .. .. .. . ... .. • '7 40 

30 88 

3 70 

4, '76 

2 28 

24 00 

16 00 

'752 26 

l'7 05 

'70 '78 

14 60 

----
$1,688 69 

_. __ $1,688 59 
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Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of sixteen hundred and eighty-eight 

dollars and fifty-nine cents. 

S. E. LANE, /.Auditing 
SAM. CONOVER, f Committee. 

NEW YORK, April 2d, 1879. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the PRRSIDENT moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Commissioner LANE, from the Auditing Committee, presen
ted the following report: 

The Auditing OOll!mittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bill, and submit the same 
to the Board for app' oval: 

Devlin, John B., labor aud material. .... 3rd aveuue, 134th 

&; 135tli streets, 

sewers, &;c. _ .•. $1,041 61 

$1,041 61 

Amounting to the sum of ten hundred and forty-one .dollars and sixty-one 

cents. 
(Signed) 

NEW YORK, April 2d, 1879. 

S. E. LANE, t .A1lditing 
SAMUEL CONOVER, f Committee. 

The above mentioned bill, having been read and passed on, 
the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 

same, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit it to 
the FinaUGe Department for payment. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agrt~e to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-
4. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Pm'ks, in account with 

Smith E. Lane, Treasure1·. 

1879. CR. 

March 19. By balance ...... . $2000 

March 
to 

April 

19 } " cash received from permits. . . .. . . .. . . .. . 10 00 
2. ---

DR. 

April 2. To balance .................... . $30 00 

Cash in Drawer .......................... . $30 00 

$30 00 

$30 00 

S. E. LANE, 

Treas!trer D. P. P. 

NEW YORK, Wednesday, April 2d, 1879, 

9.30 A. M. 

Patrick Mulholland, Sewer in 140th Street. 

A communication was received from Patrick Mulholland, 
asking that an extension of time of one week be granted him, 

in which to execute his contract for building sewer in One 
Hundred and Fortieth Street, from Alexander Avenue to 

Brook Avenue. 
On motion of Commissioner WETMORE, the extension of one 

week was granted. 
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President's Report, 

'fhe PRESIDENT submitted the following report: 
To the Department of Public Parks: 

The undersigned respectfully submits that. since the last meeting of the Board. 
and in the prosecution of the various works under its control and direction, he has 
been called upon to act upon the several matters hereinafter mentioned and not 
previously provided for 

Complaints having been made of the malaria arising from the fountain basin in 
Union Square in consequence of its muck bottom, and the sole treatment which 
could be e;iven it, that of planting with rank growing aquatic grasses and plants, 
which, after nightfall, by rC'ason of decay, gave out poisonous air, tending to 
breed sickness to those frequenting this Park during the summer evenings, rendered 
attention to this matter necessary. 

An examination of this basin was had, with the view of ascertaming the condi. 
tion and remedying the objecti on complained of. 

The examination demonstrated the fact that it was not only advisable, but a 
paramount duty of the Department as a precantionary measure to remove that 
portion of the muck nearest the centre of the basin emitting sickening gases. 

The earth contained in this basin having beeome, by years of plantin![ and sat· 
uratlOn with water, a mass of decayed vegetable matter, calculated to endanger 
the health of the neighborhood instead of adding to the purity of the air and make 
enjoyable ,his much resorted·to breathiug' spot. 

To have allowed this matter to havc longer remained, and opened and removed 
after the season had become warmer, would have tended to add to its dangerous 
consequences. 

In removing the muck, au alteration In the basin was found advisable to prevent 
a recurrence of the danrrerous consequences recited. 

A light brick wall ha~ been built, surmounted by a cement coping, making an 
inner basin, which will hold the water from the fountain, while between the inner 
and outel' walls will be placed fresh, clean, wholesome earth, which it is intended 
to plant with bright flowerin~ plants, watm'ing them by the spray froln the foun. 
tain, keepIng them at all times fresh, and producing a pleasing and attraeli \'e 
effect. 

This improvement will cost about $130, and while it will produce a very desir· 
able Change to the eye, and add to the beauty of the Pa"k, it will be a safeguard 
against deleterious effects to the health of visitors and incalculable in a sanitary 
point. 

The undersigned, feeling that it is the desire of the Department to do all in its 
power to add to the purity of the air of the Parks under its control, and give to 
the public all the guarantee possible that the Parks are maintained for the health· 
ful enjoyment of visitors. 

Seneca Williams has been restored to dnty as a laborer, under Foreman Flan· 
egan, and transferred to Tompkins Square. W. W. Owens has been appointed a 
skilled laborer, and, at the request of the Sllperint<;ndin~ Architect, detailed for 
duty with Engineer Calkins. Andrew J. Kelso has been appointed a sldlled 
laborer in place of Daniel S. Dickinson, resigned, and detailed for duty in charge of 
lamps and gas. 

Ann Farrell has been- temporarily placed in charge oftheladies cottage in Union 
Square. 

The following- named persons, formerly employed on the Twenty third and 
Twenty.foUl'th Wards, and suspended last fall, have been re.tored to duty: 

Dennis Keenan, \Vllliam Dorney, Owen TokeI', John Morgan and Andrew 
Murphy, Iitborers, and J ames Trainor, double team. 

I would suggest that authority be given the undersigned to restore to duty the 
following named Iuspectors to the works upon which they we,e employed at the 
time of the suspension of the same last fall: 

James Lynch and James Chamberlain, on Mill Brook Sewer; George McArdle, 
sewer in Third Avenne One Hundred and Thirty·fourth and One Hnndl'ed and 
Thirty.fifth; Clark Va'nderwater, sewer in One Hundred and Fortieth Street; as 
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well as any other Inspectors who may have been .appointed by this Board and 
suspended with the works upon which they were engaged. 

George F. Penfield. formerly employed as chainmen on the Riverside Improve. 
ment, has resigned his position. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAB. F. WENMAN, 

President D. P. P. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the report submitted by 
the President be received, and his action as therein stated be 
approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wetmore, Oonover, Lane-3 . 
. The President not voting. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following; 

IT nif," _.IS ark and Gate.keepers. 

Resolved, Tbat the Secretary be and he is hereby directed 
to prepare and publish the necessary adyerti~ements for pro
posals for furui~hing uniforms for Park and Gate keepers, 
after having submitted them, together with the form of speci
cation and contract to the Oounsel to the Corporation, and 
received his approval of the same. 

The PRESIDE:-IT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 
.Ayes-Oommissioner Wen man, \Vetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Oommissioner W ENl\,[AN offered the following: 

Gas for Park, 

Resolved, That it be referred to the President with power to 
direct the Becretary to prepare and publish advertisements 
for proposals lor supplying illuminating material to, and light-
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ing, cleaning, re-glazing, &c., all or any portion of the public 
lamps of the Public Parks, Squares, Pla.ces and Bridges under 
the control of the Department of PublIc Parks from }\.fay 1st 
to December 31st, 11:179, both days inclusive. 

The PRESIDENT put the que"tion, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following: 

Quarterly Report. 

Resolved, That the President be authorized to prepare and 
transmit to the Mayor, in accordance with Section 27, Chapter 
335 Laws of 1873, the report of this Department for the three 
months ending with March 31, 1879. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Boar~ voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following : 

Fordham and Morrisania R. R. 

Resolved, 'rhat the map and plan proposed by the Harlem 
Bridge, Morrisania and Fordham Railway Company for the 
extension of ils tracks from their present terminus in Third 
Avenue, north of Harlein River, across the Harlem Bridge to 
or near One Hundred and Twenty-ninth Street, be and the 
same are hereby approved, and that permission is hereby 
granted to said company to makt- said extension to and upon 
Harlem Bridge in accordance with said plan. 

Provided that the said railway company lay an additional 
covering of plank upon the roadway of Harlem Bridge, and 
keep said planking in. repair. 

Laid over. 
(Minutes, March 9, 1879, p. 574.) 
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Matthew Lyons, Wm. J. Morgan, Thomas Burns. 

Commissioner Lane, who'll the President had designated to 
conduct the trials of Matthew Lyons, William J. Morgan and 

Thomas Burns, presented the following report: 
Mathew Lyons. 

DEPARTMENT OF PI!BLIC PARKS, 1 
36 Union Square, t 

NEW YORK, April 15t, 1879. \ 
To the Commissioners of Public Pm'ks : 

Special Patrolman Mathew Lyons was tried before me on the 24th March, 1879, 
upon a charge of being absent from duty witflOut leave, and also with neglect of 
duty. 

He admitted his absence, also that he did not report his absence at the Central 
Pm'k Police Station On that day. 

I find the following facts: 
Officer Lyons' tour of duty on the 18th March, 1879, was on Reservoir Square 

from 7 o'clock A. M. to 3 o'clock P. M. That he was absent and did not report him. 
self on duty until 10.15 o'clock A. M., leaving his post unprotected. 

He offered as an excuse that he went to a ball the night before, Ilnd did not 
leave there until 6:30 A. M. on the morning in question-got into a Third Avenue 
car-fell a~leep, and was unable to go on duty until 10:15 o'clock A. M. 

Officer Lyons gave his testimony in a flippant manner, and did not appear to 
appreciate the seriousness of the offence. 

r find him guilty, and recommend for adoption, the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Special Patrolman Mathew Lyons be, and he is hereby, dismissed 

from the force. 
All which is respectfully submit! ed. 

S. E. LA"E, 
Commissioner. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes- Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4.. 

To the Oommissioners of Public Parks: 

William J. Morgan. 

DEPRTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, } 
36 Union Square, 

NEW YORK, April 1st, 1879. 

Patrolman William J. Morgan was tried before me on the 28th day of January, 
1879, upon a charge of improper conduct unbecoming an officer, preferred by a 
citizen, Mr. Bprnard II. Nadal. alleged to have taken place at the Skating House 
in Central Park on the 20th day of Jan nary, 1879, abollt 10 o'clock P. M. 

Richard J. Morrison, Esq., appeared as counscl for Officer Morgan. 
On the 20th January, 1879, at about 10 o'clock P. M., Mr. Nadal, the complain

IIllt, and hie brother were in the Skating: House occupying sellts, The whistles 
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had been blown to clear the ice. Officer Morgan and Officer Murphy were on 
duty, and tbey were orrlering out of the building persons who were then in, as 
was their dnty. Mr. Nadal, the complainant, like the avera~e ,Youthful American 
citizen, proud of his nativity, refused to comply with the reql1"st of Officer 
Morgan, and hence he was obliged to take means to remove Mr. Nadal. 'Vords 
fullowed; but from a careful review of the evidence, I am of the opinion that 
Officer Morgan acted entirely within the line of his duty. 

He is a good officer, has been on the force for eiO'ht years, and this is the first 
charge preferreJ against him. <> 

I do, therefore, recommend for adoption, the following resolution: 
Re.,olved, That the charges preferred against Patrolman 'William J. Morgan be, 

and the same are hereby, dismissed. 
All which is respectful! V suhmitted. 

S. E. LANE, 

Commissioner. 

The PRESIDEXT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined. in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wellman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4 

Thomas Burns. 

DEPARTMEXT OF PUBLTC PARKS, } 
36 UNION SQUARE, 

NEW YORK, April 1st, 1879. 

'Io the Commissioners of Public Parks: 

Special Patrolman Thomas Burns was tried before me on the 28th March, 1879, 
upon charg-es of being absent from duty without leave at Resel'voir Square on the 
morning of the 15th instant, and with neglecting to make a report of his absence. 
Also that he was drunk and disorderly on said morning, was arrested and taken 
to the 12th Pri,cillct Police Station, and locked up during the nigh t, In the 
morlling taken to the 5th District Police Court, belore J uSLice Duffy and found 
guilty of the charge of being dr'unk and disorderly. 

Officer Burns appeared in person and "dmitted all of the char~es and specifica
tionsexcept that 01 being drnnk and disorderly. That Justice Dutfy fined him $20, 
and that he was held to bail in $::100 to keep the peace for six months. 

The evidence fully sustains the charge of his being drunk and disorderIy. That 
he struck a woman with a cane, and on being arrested struck the officer with the 
same cane. 

I find Offic,er Burns guilty of all the charges and specifications, and rec
ommend for adoption the following resolutiou : 

Resolved That Special Patrolmall Thomas Burns be and he is hereby dismissed 
from the force, 

All which is respectfully snbmitted. 
S. E. LA~E, 

Commissioner, 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Boarc1 would 

~gree to said resolution, anc1 it wa,s determined in the affirm a-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Museum of .Art 

A communication was received from Thomas Bland, Assist
ant Secretary, Museum of Art, transmitting a statement of 
account with necessary vouchers, to be drawn against the 

Equipment Fund. 
Referred to Commissioner LANE to report on. 

Metropolitan Elevated Railway Company. 

The PRESIDENT to whom was referred to examine and report 
upon a communication from W. ,R Garrison,!President of the 
Metropolitan Elevated Railway Company, desiring permission 
to place foundations for columns in the Bowling Green, sub

mitted the following: 

1"0 the Department of Public Park& : 

The Pre.ident, to whom was referred the application of the Metropolitan 
Elevated Railroad Company, for permission to place uprights in the Bowling 
Green for supports to their tracks, respectfully begs leave to submit the following 
memorandum: 

That he has given this matter much attention with the view of gaining if 
possible more information reg-arding the rights of the Elevated Railways entering 
upon and interfering with the several Public Parks, Squares and Places of the 
Oity, but without being able to find sufficient authority to enable him to 
mat~rially alter his previously expressed opinion upon this subject. 

But in view of the opinions of the Corporation Oounsel upon this subject; the 
freedom with which this Department has accorded privileg-es to the New York 
Elevated Railway Company, and this being the first asked by the Metropolitan 
Oompany, submits to the Board the question of justn'ess in discriminating in a 
matter of equity, why favors should be granted to one company and denied to 
another. 

In view of these facts, and the comparative small damage which would occur 
in the present case, tbe President, while maintaining the correctness of his views 
regarding- the sacredness of the Public Parks, not only to the people of this Oity, 
but to the Sinking Fund Commissioners as their largest and most available asset, 
pledged for the redemption of the Oity Park Debt, feels unwilling to make any 
recommendation, but submits the matter to the Board for such action as may to it 
seem right and proper in the premises. 

Which was received and on motion of Commissioner Lane, 
laid over. 
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Gate Keepers Appointed. 

Joseph Cullen, William B. Stone, Christopher C. Collins, 
and William F. Carroll, applicants for appointment as Gate 
Keepers, appeared before the Board, and the Police Surgeon 
having reported favorably upon their examination, 

Commissioner LANE offered the following: 
Resolved-That Joseph Cullen, William B. Stone, Christo

pher C. Collins, and William F. Carroll be, and they are 
hereby appointed Gate Keepers upon the force of the De
partment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 
B. F. Carpenter. Pay Fixed. 

The President offered the following: 
Resolved.-That the pay of B. F. Carpenter, skilled laborer, 

be fixed at $2.50 per day, to date from .\.prillst. 
Th~ PRESIDENT pllt the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, anc1 it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Manhattan Square. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following: 
Resolved-That the employment of sixteen laborers be, and 

is hereby authorized for work on Manhattan Square. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 
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Commissioner LANE moved that when the Board adjourns it 
do adjourn to meet on Wednesday next, 9th inst., at 9:30 
o'clock, A. M. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

.Aye-Commissioner Lane-I. 
Noes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

On motion of Commissioner WETMORE, at 11.45 A. M., the 
Board adjourned. 

E. P. BARKER, 
Secretary. 
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WEDNESD,\.Y, APRIL 16th, 1879. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 
Ie CONOVER. 

" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and ap

proved. 

The following communications were received: 

W. J. MeAlpine, Supt'g Engineer Riverside Drive. 

From William J. McAlrine, Superintending Engineer River
side Drive, desiring the appointment of an additional Inspector 
on that work. 

Laid over. 

Blossom Club, to Decorate Seward Monument. 

From the Blossom Club, desiring the exclusive privilege of 
decorating the statue of William H. Seward, on Decoration 
Day. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT it was 
Resolved, That the exclusive privilege of decorating the 

statue of William H. Seward, in Madison Square, on Decora
tion day, be grauted to the" Blossom Club" of the City of 
New York. 
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Decoration of Monuments. 

On motion of Commissioner LANE, the whole subject of the 
granting of permission to decorate monuments and statues 
under the control of the Department, on Decoration Day, was 
referred to the President with power. 

Macadamizing Fordham Depot Road. 

From the Superintendent of Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards, relative to Macadamizing Fordham Depot Road. 

Laid over. 

Carts, Tompkins Square. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending the em
ployment of four carts on Tompkins Square .. 

Laid over. 

Bilyieu, C. B. 

From C. B. Bilyieu, desiring increase of compensation. 
Ordered filed. 

Story, John. 

From John Story, desiring the appointment of Gate-keeper. 
Ordered filed. 

Reilly, John-High Bridge Float. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending the ap
plication of John Reilly for permission to locate a float at High 
Bridge. 

Referred to the President with power. 

Foremen Johnson, Hodges and McGovern, extra time on ice. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, relative to the claims of 
Foremen Johnson, Hodges and McGovern, for extra time on 
the ice. 

Laid over. 
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Parapet Wall-Harlem River Bridge. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, relative to the removal 
of parapet wall of Harlem River Bridge at Third Avenue. 

Referred to the President with power. 

Linden, Henry-Presel).ting Plaster Cast. 

From Henry Linden, offering to present to the Department 
his plaster cast, entitled "Condemned to the Stake," which 
was accepted and the Secretary directed to return the thanks 
of the Department to the donor. 

Oomptroller, desiring information relative to Riverside Drive. 

From John Kelly, Comptroller, asking to be furnished with 
certain information desired by him to enable the Finance 
Department to make a perfect examination of the progress of 
the work on the Riverside improvement. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had given direction to have 
the information called for prepared, without delay, and that 
so soon as ready it would be transmitted by him to the Comp
troller. 

On motion of Commissioner LANE, the action of the Pres
ident was approved, and the communication ordered filed. 

Comptroller, relative to Bills for Photographs. 

From John Kelly, Comptroller, asking for information rela
tive to vouchers for Photographs of the Central Park, for the 
City of Paris. 

The PRESIDENT presented, for the information of the Board, 
ll. copy of his response to the Comptroller, as follows: 

Hon. JOHN KELLY, 
Comptroller: 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLln PARKS, ~ 
36 UNION SQUARE (EAST), 

NEW YORK, April 4, 1879. 

Sir,-:-I have to acknowledge the receipt of a communication from you in which 
you state that you are in receipt of two vouchers, one for photographing, and the 
other for binding scenes in the Central Park, for presentation to the City of Paris, 
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and stating that" it does not appear to you that this expenditure is one that 
should be paid out. of t.he City Treasury, and desiring to be informed in what way 
any service is rendered to the Cit.y by the p"rformance of the work." 

!:lome months since the Department of Parks received from the State Depart. 
ment at 'Washington, a communication stating that it had forwarded to this De· 
partment fI collectiou of photographs of construction of the City of Paris, a present 
from the Prefect of the Reine, through the U. S. Minister at Paris, and expressing 
the desire of the Prefect to obtain from this Department works of a similar 
character. 

This Department, appreciating the valuable collection of photographs sent, and 
reco.gnizing the courtesy due in the premi8es. directed the preparation and trans
mission of the material referred to in yvur communication. 

They were duly transmitted to the State Department at Washington, who 
has acknowledged their receipt and transmissiou ttl the U. R. Minbter at Paris 
for presentation t.o tl-,e Prefect of the Seine for the Library of the City of Paris. 

This is but a simple courtesy that has been of long standing with this Depart
ment., that has resulted in great advanta~e in the development of the Central 
Park. 

The amounts charged in the bills referred to, are very reasonable, and the 
entire collection reflecting much credit upon this Department as one of the co
ordinatl' or'anches of the Govemment of the City of New York. 

I regret exceedingly that the small expenditure should have been questioned, 
particularly when it was made in repaying a courtesy extended by a foreign 
official for the beuefit of the City of New York without taking into consideration 
the much !;Teat.er value of the pre-ent by us recei ved. 

Should you In your judgment continue to hold to the opinion that the expend
iture rd'erred to ~h()uld not he made from the City Treasnry, and will return the 
bills to me, I will, with pleasure, pay them myself, and as a citizen of the great 
City of New Y urk and a lover of its parks, take pride in presenting the photo
graphs, &c., to the City of Paris. 

With great respect, 
JAB. F. WENMAN, 

PI'e.,ident D. P. P. 

On motion of Commissioner WETMORE the action of the 
President was approved and the communication ordered filed. 

Thomas Greaney restored to duty. 

From Thomas Greaney, laborer, injured on the ice while in 
the employ of the Department, asking to be restored to duty. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that Thomas Greaney be 
restored to duty as laborer on the Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma· 
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 
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Ranney, Alfred W., appointed foreman. 

From the Superintendent of Parks recommending that 

Alfred W. Ranney be appointed foreman in charge of laying 
tar walks, and that suitable men be selected to aid him in such 
work. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following: 

Resolved, That Alfred W. Ranney be, and he is hereby, ap
pointed foreman, at a salary of $3.50 per day, to have charge 
of the men to be employed in the repairing and laying of tar 
pavements. 

The PUESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
fa vor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Tar Pavemenst-skilled men transferred to. 

On motion of Commissioner LANE, 
Resolved, That it be referred to the President to ascertain 

from foreman Ranney the number of men that will be required 
for work in laying tar pavements, and to ascertain from fore
man J olmson tile number of skilled men now in the employ of 
the Department that can be transferred to sucb work, and that 
the President be authorized to transfer to that work such 
number of men as foreman Ranney may deem necessary. 

Menagerie-Attendants' Pay. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, asking that the pay of· 
the men employed under his supervision be increased. 

Ordered filed. 

Tompkins Square-Special Police. 

From Emanuel Pearls on behalf of committee of !'esidents 
about Tompkins Square, submitting list of names for appoint

ment as Special Park Keepers on Tompkins Square. 
Referred to the President with power. 
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Stone Masons-Manhattan Square. 

From the Superintending Architect, recommending the em

ployment of eight stone masons for work on Manhattan 
Square. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following: 

Resolved, That the employment of eight stone masons for 
work on Manhattan Square be, and the same is hereby, author
ized. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
a.gree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

fa.vor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Museum of Art. 

Commissioner LANE, to whom was referred at the last meet

ing a statement of account of F. W. Rhinelander, Treasurer 

Museum of Art, with vouchers, reported that he had made an 
examination of the same, .and recommended that it be drawn 

against the Equipment Fund. 
Which recommendation was approved. 

(Mintes April 2,1879, p. 619.) 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Audi ting Committee, 

presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Arnold, D. P., meat and vegetables ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . $248 74 

Angell &; Blake Mfg. Co., heating, &;c .•. Museum of Art ... 1,751 00 

Bertine, Edwin R., flag ...... · .....•••. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 7 00 

Bell, Martin, harness repairs •....... , .Maint. 23d &; 24th 

Wards ••..•.•• 4 14 
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Benoit, A. V., tracing cloth ...•.....•.• Surveying, laying 

out 23d and 

24th Wards ..•. 
Briggs, W. H., and Dennis Valentine, 

rent .........•.•.•..••..•....••... Maint. 23d &- 24th 

Wards ........ 

Colwell Lead Co., solder .•............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Daly, M., Agt., coal. .... , ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Edwards, Chas. A., hose ......... " ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Frith &- Tileston, spring steel. .......•. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 
Gold and Stock Telegraph Co., rent of 

line ......•..•.........•.....•.•... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Handibode, P., coal .•..........•.... " . Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Hawes, M. E., bread .................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Harlem Gas Light Co., meter gas ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Hawley, Jas. C., petty expenses ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Maint. 23d &- 24th 

Wards .•...... 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th W'ds. 

Tompkins Square. 

Harmer, Hayes &- Co., curry-combe, &-c.Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... 

Halbrook Bros., glass ................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P and P ..... . 

Jube, John P., &- Co., wagon materials ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 
Keuffel &; Esser, drawing materials and 

tapes ................... , .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .••••. 

87 00 

19 85 

75 
13 06 

10 80 

90 00 

II 00 

33 75 

23 48 

60 00 

89 215 

~5 50 

25 80 

120 16 

17 00 

15 39 

26 10 
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Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ........ Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Mabie, John, hanging baskets. . . .. . . .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .....• 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., meter gas .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 
McNab & Harlan Mfg. Co., plumbing 

. lDaterials .......................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P...... 8 20 

Tompkins Square. 20 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., meter gas .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Morgan, J. Pierpont, Treasurer, expenses 

Museum Natural History ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Mullane, John, hay, oats, feed, &c ••.... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP" .... 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., meter gas .. Maint. and Goymt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Nolan & McGrath, granite and labor .••. Fourth AY. Parks, 

18'18 ......... . 

O'Donnell, John, milk ................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Rogers, H. A., files and bolts.. . . .. .. .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Rogers, H. A., steel, spades and bolts ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Tompkins Square. 

Rhinelander, F. W., Treasurer, expenses 

Museum of Art ..................... Equipmt. Museum 

of Art ....... . 

Rathbun, M., sparrow feed .........•... Maint. and Goymt. 

P.andP ...... 

Shady, Jas. H., fish •••.••...•..... , ... Maint. and Govmt.. 

P. and P ..... . 

Switt, Mores, ladders ............... , Maint. and Goymt. 

P. and P ••.•.. 

Seaman, John A., oil, paints, &c ........ Maint. and Goymt. 

P. and P ...... 

12 15 

30 15 

12 ISO 

14 00 

28 94 

8 40 

80 60 

996 00 

40'7 '15 

39 00 

3,645 00 

12 40 

15 08 

42 30 

614 28 

3 90 

11 16 

14 65 

158 83 
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Taylor, A. S., newspapers .•••......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Tredwell, E. H .. labor and materials .••• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ........ . 

Van Winkle, E. B., petty expenees .... Surveying, Laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards .•.. 

Wright, D., blacking, Boap, &c .....••• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ..••.•.. 

Devlin, John B" sand •••......•.•.... Harlem R. B.,Reps., 

Impt. and Maint. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ..••. '" $2,676 89 

Maintenance, 23d and 24th Wards...................... 126 00 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards. ........ 38 03 

Harlem River Bridges, RepairK, Impt. and Mai!lt ....... . 

Fourth Avenue Parks, 1878 .• , ....•.•. _ .....•........•. 

Tompkins Square ..•••.•..........•.•..............•• 

Museum of Art, Construction .......................... . 

Museum of Art, Equipment .......•...............•.... 

112 50 

3,645 00 

43 41 

1,751 00 

614 28 

12 36 

115 00 

26 48 

18 00 

112 60 

$9,007 11 

-- $9,00711 
-------

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of nine thousand and seven dollars and 

eleven cents. 

New York, April 16,1879. 

S. E. LANE, t Auditing 
Slo.M. CONOVER, f Committee. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was detel'mined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 

presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bill, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 

.Jolles, Chas., and Thos. P. McQuade, la-

bor and materials ................ Brook Ave. Sewer $9,010 61) 

$9,010 61S 

Amounting in the aggregate to nine thousand and ten dollars and sixty-fiVe 

cents. 

S. E. LANE, } Auditing 
SAML. CONOVER, Committee. 

New York, April HI, 1869. 

The above mentioned bill having been read and passed on, 

the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve it, and that 
the Secretary be directed to transmit it to the Finance Depart

ment for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioner \Venman, "\Vetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Riverside Drive-Progress of the work. 

A report was received from William J. McAlpine, Superin

tending Engineer Riverside Improvement, relative to the 

progress /;tnd condition of the work and submitting copies of 
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letters of instructions to Messrs. Decker & Quintard, the con

tractors, relative ·to the prosecution of the same, as well as 

photographic views showing different classes and conditions 
of the work. 

Ordered filed. 

Bronx River Bridge at Woodlawn. 

The Committee on Bronx River Bridges made a verbal re

port, and, in accordance with the resolution of the Board, 

adopted October 2, 1878, submitted a draft of a proposed 

agreement between the Department of Public Parks, the Su

pervisors of the Oounty of Westchester and the Trustees of 

WoocUawn Cemetery. 

Whereupon Commissioner LANE offered the following: 

Resolved, That the plans and specifications for the erection of 
a bridge across the Bronx River at Woodlawn, submitted by 
the Engineer of Construction on the 19th day of March, 187~J, 
be and the same are hereby approved and adopted. That the 
proposed agreement between this Department, the Supervisors 
of the County of Westchester and the Trustees of 'Woodlawn 
Cemetery, as reported by the Committee on Bronx River 
Bridges, be and the same is hereby approved. 'l'hat it be 
referred back to said Committee to confer with the said Super
visors and said Trustees, to obtain their approval of the said 
plans and specifications, and ascertain their authority to 
execute the said proposed agreement, and report thereon to 
this Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

accept said report and agree to said resolution, and it was de

termined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the 

Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes- Commissioners Wenman, vVetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Battery Walks. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the subject of repairs to the 

Battery Walks was referred to Commissioner Lane for exam

ination and to report to this Board thereon. 
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Music. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following: 

R"solved, That the subject of music and musical programmes 
on the several Parks, during the coming season, be referred to 
the President, with power to make such arrangements for the 
same as he may deem necessary. 

The PRESlDENl' put the question whather the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Sewerage District Map to be Filed. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following: 

Resolved, That the map or plan for the sewerage and drain
age district in the 'l'wenty-third and Twenty-fourth W Iuds, 
bounded as follows, all the south, by 'Vestchester Avenue, 
.John Street and One Hundred and Fifty-sixth and One Hun
dred and Fifty-eighth streets; 011 the east, by Trinity Avell118, 
Cauld well A venue, Boston Hoad, Fl'allklin A venue, Fordham 
Avenue and Lorillarcl Street; on the north, by Fordham anl~ 
Pelham A venues, \V endover Avenue and One Hundred and 
~ixty-second ::-:;treet, and on the west, by \Veh.,ter and Melrose 
Aveuues, entitled' Plan of Drainage for Sewerage District 
No. ;);3 13, 1ll the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards of 
the City of New York," dated New York, March 18, 187V, and 
signed Julius Mundnvitz, Superintending Architect D.P. P., 
and E. B. Van -Winkle, Topographical Engineer D. P. P., and 
approved by the Board, March 19, 1~79, be duly filed, accord
ing to law, and that simIlar maps or plans be riled in the fol
lowillg offices, viz., the office cf the Oowmon Oouncil, the office 
of the Oomptroller of the Oity, the Health Department, and 
the Department of Public Works. 

The PRESIDE~T put th~ question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, :Lnd it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 
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Fordham and Morrisania R. R. 

Commissioner CONOVER called up the resolution offered at 

the last meeting and laid over, granting permission to the 

Fordham and Morrisania Railway Cumpany to lay their tracks 

across the Harlem Bridge, as follows: 

Resolved, That the map and plan proposed by the Harlem 
Bridge, Morrisania and Fordham Railway Company for the 
extension of its tracks from their present terminus in Third 
Avenue, north of Harlem River, across the Harlem Bridge to 
or near One Hundred and Twenty-ninth street, be and the 
same are hereby approved, and that permission is hereby 
granted to said company to make said extension to and upon 
Harlem Bridge, in accordance with said plan. 

Provided that the said railway company lay an additional 
covering of plank upon the road way of Harlem Bridge, and 
keep said planking in repair. 

Commissioner LANE moved to amend said resolution by 

striking out the words "twenty-ninth" in the fifth line, and 

inserting in lieu thereof the word "thirtieth"; after the word 
., plan" in the eighth line, to add "the same to continue· 

during the pleasure of the Department of Public Parks;" to 

strike out all from and including the 1V0rd "Provided" and 

substitute in lieu thereof the words: 

"Provided that said railway company lay an additional 
covering of plank upon the roadway of said bridge, of the full 
width thereof, and keep the same in repair; and provided 
further, tbat said company submit their specifications for the 
work to this Department for approval." 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said amendments as proposed by Commissioner 

Lane, and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority of 

all the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as 

follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lana-
4. 

The question recurring upon said resolution as amended. it 
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was put and determined in the affirmative, a majority of all 
the members of the Board voting in favor thereo~ as follows: 

Ayes--Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 
No-CommiBsioner WetmOTe·-·l. 

Gate Keepers Appointed. 

Patrick Green, Andrew J. Francis and Timothy Keating, 
applicants for appointment as gate keeper:;, appeared before 

the Board, and the Police Surgeon having reported favorably 
upon their examination: 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following: 

Resolved, That Patrick Green, Andrew .r, Francis ani! 'rim
othy Keating be and they are hereby appointed gate keepers 
upon the force of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT pnt the qnestion, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes -Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Thos. F. Coleman-Appointed Inspector. 

Commissioner W ETMOHE offered the following: 
Resolved, That Thomas F. Coleman be and he is hereby ap

pointed Inspector on the contract for regulating and gratiing 
Third Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

On motion of Commissioner WENMAN, at 12 o'clock, M., the 
Board adjourned to meet on 'Wednesday next at 9:30 A.. M. 

E. P. BA.RKER, 
Secretary. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23d, 1!!!79. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner WENMAN, President. 

" LANE. 

Police Uniforms. 

Lighting Lamps in Park, &-c. 

At the hour of half-past nine o'clock, A. M., the Oomptroller 
of the Oity being present, and the meeting being opened to 
the public, the President of the Department, in the presence 

of the Oomptroller, and of such of the parties making pro
posals as desired to be present, opened the estimate box, and 

publicly opened and read all estimates or proposals which had 

been received in pursuance of advertisements duly published 
in the Oity Record for furnishing illuminating material to and 
lighting, &c., all or any portion of the public lamps in the pub
lic parks and places and on the bridges of the Oity of New 

York (except the ornamental lamps on the north side of Union 
Square) under 1..h.e control of the Department of Public Parks, 

from the first day of May, l879, until the 31st day of Decem
ber, 1879, both days inclusive, and also the proposals for police 
uniforms. 
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The following estimates or proposals were receiyed: 

IFor illuminating material!: 

I 
for each lamp, and for' 
the lighting, cleaning 

I and r~glazing the same, 

BIDDERS. 

I 
and replacing the cocks, ' 
tubes, stand-pipes, burn
ers and other appliances 
which may be used for a 
like purpose, and cross
heads, lamp irons and lan- i 
terns thereto, and keep- I 
ing each lamp and lamp- ! 

post in thorough repair, : 
as reqnired. ' 

Illuminating Material 
proposed to be 

supplied. 

1. Metropolitau Gas-Light 
Company .......... . 

2. The Harlem Gas-Light 
Company ......... . 

3. The New York Mutual 
Gas-Light Company .. 

$13.00 Gas. 

$11.80 Gas. 

$6.66 Gas. 

POLICE UNIFORMS. 

1.1 I ;agi ! l [I ~j I ~~ 
~ 11 ~] I ~ ~ ~ ~ § 

BIDDERS. 
wg ,D I, Woo I "'''Ci §P< 
"Ci '" I 00 "Ci 1l "'d ~ .8 '" '., I TOTAL. ~~ ~.25 d~ !ll Q,)~ 
~ -g ~ ~ ~ ,S .. ~ ..5 ~ 
] ~ ~ ~ .; I,' ] ~ 0 Q) I 
~ aJ...o I ~ d Q,) ~~ 
o C5 ,~"'" ~ 

-----I---I---I! ' 

1 Sample A Sample AISample A!Sample A Sample AI 
1. Wm. Bennett ~ $13.50 ~~.oo! $5.75 : $12.00 $5,50$1,734.50 

I Sample B Sample B;Sample B'Sample B Sample B 
) $11.50 $8.00: $4.75 I $10.00 ~4.50 1,439.50 

2. N.HuhbardMil- ", 
ler ...... '" $12.75 $7.00! $5.75 I $12.75 • $5.75 1,820.00 
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The portions of the City included in. the proposals for illum

inating materials are as follows, viz. : 

lST.-THE ME'l'ROPOLITAN GAs-LIGHT COMPANY. 

That portion of the City of New York bounded as follows: 

On the south by the centre line of Thirty-fourth Street; on the north by the 
centre line of Seventy-ninth Street and the centre line of Transverse Road No. 2 
in the Central Park; on the East by the East River, and on the West by the 
Hudson River. 

2ND.-'rHE HARLEM GAs-LIGHT COMPANY. 

That portion of the City bounded as follows: 

By a line commencing at the intersection of the centre line of Seventy-ninth 
Street and the East River; rnnning thence along the centre line of said Seventy
ninth Street and the centre line of Transverse Road No. 2 to the Hndson River; 
thence along said Hudson River to Spuyten Dllyvil Creek; thence along said 
Creek to the Harlem River ; thence along said Harlem River and through the 
Draws of the Central and Third Avenue Bridges to the East River; thence along 
East River to the ,~entre line of Seventy-ninth Street, the place of beginning. 

3D.-THE NEW YORK MUTUAL GAs-LIGHT COMPANY. 

Union Square, bounded by Fourth Avenue, Broadway, Fourteenth and Seven
teenth Streets. 

Madison Square, bouuded by Madison Avenue, Broadway, Twenty-third and 
Twenty-sixth Streets, 

Tompkins Square, bounded by Avenue A, Avenue B, Seventh and Tenth 
Streets. 

Jackson Square, bounded by Horatio Street, Greenwich and Eighth Avenues. 
Washington Square, bounded by Wooster, McDougal and Fourth Streets, and 

Waverly Place. 
Cooper Institute Square, bounded by Third and Fourth A venues, and Seventh 

Street. 
Worth Monument, bounded by Fifth avenue, Broadway and Twenty-fifth street. 
Washington Monument, at junction of Fourth Avenue and Fourteenth Street. 
Gasolier at junction of Fifth Avenue and Twenty-third Street. 
Gasolier at junction of Fifth Avenue and Twenty-fourth Street. 
Lincoln Monument. 

The COMPTROLLER of the City then retired. 

There being no quorum ot Commissioners present for the 

transaction of business, 

Adjourned. 
E. P. BARKER, 

Secretary. 
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WEDNESDAY, APIUL 30th, 1879. 

SPECIAL MEETING-9:30 A. M. 

The Board met pursuant to the following: 

Mr. E. P. BARKER, 

Secretary, .re. : 

CITY OF NEW YORK, } 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, 

36 Union Square (East). 
April 26, 1879. 

Sir,-You will please call a Special Meeting of the Board governiug the Depart
ment of Public Parks, for Wednesday next, 30th instant, at 9.30 o'clock A.M .• for 
the purpose of awarding contracts for furnishing Gas and lighting Park lamps, 
and for Park and Gate-keepers uuiforms, and for the cousidel'ation of such other 
business as may be presented. 

Respectfully, 
JAS. F. WENMAN, 

President, D. P. P. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

WETMORE. 
CONOVER. 
LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of April lOth and 23d, 

were read and approved. 

The following communications were received: 

HOrEeS. 

From the Superintendent of Parks recommending the pur

chase of four work horses. 
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Commissioner CONOVER offered the following: 

Resolced, That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to purchase four horse, 1'01' work 011 the Parks, at a cost of not 
exceeding $lGO each. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to saifl resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wellman, 'Yetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4 

Tal' Pavement-Tompkins Sqnare. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending the em

ployment of men to lay tar pavements, and asking that the 

laboring force for Tompkins Square be restored to duty. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following: 

Resolved, That twenty-four laborers be appointed and as
signed to Foreman Ranney for the laying and repairing of tar 
payements, and that Foreman Ranuey be, and l1e is hereby, 
authorized to select and appoint '1ix other laborers for that 
work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, 'Yetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following: 

Resolved, That the laboring force on rrompkins Square be 
increased to a maximum number not exceeding one hundred, 
and that the Superin tendent of Parks be authorized to make 
such restorations from the force heretofore suspended upon 
their presenting restoration tickets signed by a Oommissioner. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a-
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tive, a majority of all the members' of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Wenman, "'tVetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Manhattan Square. 

From the Superintendent of Parks recommending the em

ployment of additional force on Manhattan Square. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following: 

!lesolred, That the employment of thirty-three laborers, two 
bnck masons, and one double team with stone boat, be, and 
the same is, hereby authorized for work on Manhattan Square. 

The PRESIDEN'l' put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Alteration of line of 3d Avenne. 

From the Topographical Engineer relative to former action 

of the Board for acquiring title to Third A venue, from Harlem 

river to One Hundred and Ii'orty-seventh Street, and recom

mending the repeal of such action of the Board, had on 11th 

December, 1878, as well as that had on 2d April, 1879, altering 

the line 01 Third Avenue between One Hundred and Thirty

sixth and One Hundred and 'rhirty-eighth Streets. 

Commissioner W ENlI1AN offered the following: 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted by this Board, De
cember 11, 1873, instructing the Counsel to the Corporation to 
commence and prosecute proceedings to acquirt title for the 
use of the public to Third Avenue, in the Twenty-fourth Ward, 
from the Harlem Riv8l' to One Hundred and Forty-seventh 
Street, be, and the same is, hereby repealed. 

The PRESIDENT put the qlle"tion, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 
(Minutes, December 11, 18'18, p. 413.) 

Alteration of line of Third Avenue. 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following; 

Resolved, That the action of this Board, taken on the 2d 
April, 1878, reLltive to the alteration of the line of Third 
AVflUue between One Hundred and 'I'hirty-sixth and One Hun
dred and Thirty-seventh Streets, be, and the same is, hereby 
repealed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-

4. 
(Minutes, Board, April 2, 1879, p. 606.) 

Tree Guards. 

From D. Rosenburg relative to his patent tree guard. 
Ordered filed. 

Central Bridge Repairs. 

From the EnginEer of Construction relative to lahor and 

material necessary for repairs to Central Bridge over the 

Harlem Ri,er. 

Commissioner LANE moved that the subject of repairs to the 

Central Bridge be referred to the President with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-CommiRsioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 
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Museum of Natural History. 

From W. A. Haines, Chairman, relative to work necessary 

to be done at the Musuem of Natural History. 
Commissioner CONOVER moved that the work called for in 

the communication of Mr. Haines, be authorized to be done 

under the direction of the Superintending Architect. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majurity of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Sewer in 141st St. 

From the Engineer of Construction reporting upon the peti

tion of James Kennally and others, for the construction of a 
sewer in One Hundred and Forty-first Street between Alex
ander Avenue and Third Avenue with branches in Alexander 

Avenue, and recommending that the same be built. 

The PRESIDENT offei'ed the following: 
Resolved, That the J1Jngineer of Construction be directed to 

prepare and submit to this Board plans and specifications for 
the construction of a sewer in One Hundred and Forty-first 
Street between Alexander Avenue and Third Avenue with 
branches in Alexander avenue. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Extra time laborers 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, stating 

that in consequence of the heavy rains he had been compelled 
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to keep his force of seven laborers, and one double team em

ployed two hours each extra time, and asking that the men be 

allowed pay for the same. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the Disbursing Clerk be 

directed to allow the extra time so made. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, 'Vetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Additional force 23d and 24th Wards. 

From thfl Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, asking 

for the employment of an additional force. 

Laid over. 

Teasdale Wm., Carpenter. 

From the Superintendent of 23d and 24th Wards, asking 

the appointment of a carpenter. 
Commissioner WETMORE offered the following: 

Resolved, That William Teasdale be, and he is hereby ap
pointed carpenter for duty in 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, anel it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Comllissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

T. S. Larkin for appointment. 

From T. S. Larkin, making application for the position of 

Assistant Engineer. 

Ordered filed. 
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Comptroller. 

Sewer 140th St. 

From John Kelly, Comptroller, consenting to the substitu

tion of Edward O. Sheehy, as surety on contract for sewer in 

One Hundred and Fortieth Street. 

Whereupon the PUESIDENT offered the following: 

Resolved, 'That the Department of Public Parks hereby con
sents to the substitution of Edward C. Sheehy, in place of 
Oscar T. Marshall, as a surety for the faithful performance of 
the contract for the construction of a sewer in One Hundred 
and Fourtieth Street with branches, etc., heretofore awarded 
to Patrick Mulholland, the Comptroller having consented to 
such substitution. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners vVenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Harlem River Bridge. 

From C. W. Ridley, relative to aiding vessels in passing 

through Harlem River Bridge at Third Avenue. 

Ordered filed. 

H. P. Butler, Secty. 

From H. P. Butler, Secretary N. Y. Municipal Society, rela

tive to dead trees in the Parks. 

Referred to the Landscape gardener to report upon. 

Art Museum Building. 

From the Superintending Architect submitting plans for the 

construction of cases for Art Museum building, and 

From John Taylor Johnson, President, submitting proposals 

for building the same. 
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Commissioner WENMAN offered the following: 

Rp8olved, That the plans submitted for cases for Art Museum 
Building be approved, and the construction of the same 
authorized under the direction of the Superintending Architect. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the member:> of tile Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Licenses. 

Pursuant to a resolution of the Board, Commissioner LANE, 

to whom was referred the subject of the licenses issued by the 

Department, presented the following report: 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, I 
36 UXIOX SQUARE (East), ( 

NEW YORK, April 30, 1879. 1 

To the OommiS8iollers of PubUc Parks,' 

Pursuant to a resolutiou of the Board auupteu on the 23d day of October, 1878, 
relative to the license to Mr. A. L. Clapp, Carriage Service; and a resolution 
adopted on the 26th day of February, 1879, relative to the license to Mr. Thomas 
S. Dick, Boat Service; and a resolution adopted on the 19th day of March, 1879, 
relative to all the licenses issued by the Department, the undersigned reports as 
follows: 

The following is a list of the licenses issued by the Department: 

1, COLUMBUS RYAN.-Sale of refreshments on the Central Park; five years from 
1st November, 1877; fees, five per centnm on the gross receipts, payable 
monthly. 

2. lSIDOR lSAAc.-Goat Carriage Service and Carrousel Service. Each three 
years from 1st May, 1877. ~Fees, five per centum on the gross receipts, payable 
monthly. 

3. ABEL S. CLAPP.-Carriage Service. Five years from 1st January, 1877. 
Fees, five hundred dollars per annum, payabie on or before 1st July in each 
year. 

4. JOHN LucAs.-Donkey Service. Three years from 1st January, 1877. Fees, 
five per centum on the gross receipts, payable monthly. 

5. JOSEPH J~. SNow.-Pony Service. Three years from 1st January, 1877. 
Fees, five per centum on the gross receipts, payable monthly. 

6. JACOB SEABOLD, Jr.-Sale of refreshments at East River Park. Three years 
from 4th August, 1876. Fees, five per centum on the gross receipts, payable 
monthly. 

7. WILLIAM KYLE.-Boat Service on the Harlem Mee1'. License expires 31st 
December, 1879. F~es, five per centum on the gross receipts, payable monthly. 
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8. CARL H. SOHuLTz.-Mmeral Water Service in the Central Park Spring 
House. Four years trom 1st :May, 1878. Fees. ten per centum on the gross 
receipts, payable monthly. 

9. THOMAS S. DICK.-Boat Service on the Lake in Central Park. Five years 
from 1st January, 1877. Fees, five hundred dollars per annum, payable On or 
before 1st July in each year. 

10. ISAAO HALL.-Bath House at the Battery Park. License expires 31st day 
of December. 1879. Fees, $575, payable on or before lOth July, 1879. 

11. JOHN P. RVAN.-Sale of l'efl'8shments at building in the Battery Park. 
Three years from 28th June, 1876. Fees, five per centum on the gross receipts, 
payable monthly. 

12. JOSEPH SOOTT.-Children's Carriage Service. At pleasure of the Department. 
No fees. 

IS. BERTHA C. L. SCHEDLER.-IIigh Bridge Park Hotel. License expires on the 
1Mh day of Jnly, 1881. Lpssee to expend in the care and improvement of, and 
repairs to the bnildings and grounds connected tlwrewith, a sum equal to six per 
centum of the gross receipts during the term. Returns of receipts to be made 
monthly. 

That all of the above nanwd lessues have duly paid their license fees in full up 
to the first day of April, 1879, except the followinp;: 

Abel S. Clapp, Carriage Service. Thomas S. Dick, Boat Service on Lake. 
Jacob Seabold, Jr., East River Park House. Bertha C. L. Schedler, High Bridge 
Park Hotel. 

Mr. Clapp of the Carriage Service was in arrear up to the spring of 1879, in 
the sum of two thonsand three hundred dollar~. 

Mr. Dick, of the Boat Service, was in arrear up to the spring of 1879, in the sum 
of three thou;,aud two hundred and ninety-two dollars and ninety-seven cents. 

The following is a statement in detail : 

ABEL S. CLAPP. 
1874 ...................... . 
1875 ...................... . 
1876 ...................... . 
1877 ...................... . 
1878 .................. . 

$400 00 
500 00 
500 00 
400 00 
500 00 

$2,300 00 
---~-

TMOMAS S. DICK. 
1874 ............... .. 
1875 .................. . 
1876 ................. . 
1877 ..................• 
1878 balance ............. . 

$1,000 00 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 
Paid. 
2~2 97 

$3.292 97 

An investigatiou of the accounts in each of these two cases, shows that the 
licensees did not make enough to pay their license fees, nor enough for interest 
on their capital invested, or for their own support, their business having very 
much diminished under the pressure of the hard times and the great attractions 
of Coney Island as a convenient seaside resort. It sef'ms also to be the fact 
that the predecessors of the present Commj""ioners intended to release these 
arrears. 

They did it in fact by making full imestigatious, and then making no attempt 
to collect them. It is not de"irable that the present Commissioners should assume 
any responsibility for these previous years. 

It is therefore recommended that in the case of Mr. Clapp, the arrears above 
mentioued. tho sum of two thousand three hundred dollars, be formally released. 

In the case of Mr. Dick, that the arrears to the extent of the sum of three thou
sand dollars be formally released, and that he do pay to this Department the 
balance due for the year 1878, the SUIll of two hundred aud ninety-two dollars and 
ninety-seven cents. 

In respect to the future management of these two services, the true principle is 
to give the best accommodation to the pnblic at low rates of fare, and that the 
licensee should be encouraged to do this by a reasonable remuneration for his 
capital invested, and for his time devoted to the service. 
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Mr. Dick has thirty-eight boats and equipments. Mr. Clapp has ten carriages, 
and from forty-five to fifty horses. Their expellses in !lJaintaining this equipment 
are constant, while their receipts are greatly diminished by the hard times, and 
the large number of persons, generally visitors at the Central Park, who were last 
year, and will be in the future, ch-awfl away to Coney Island. 

It is tlH'refore recommended that the exi,ting- licenses be cancelled and SL1rren
dl!red. find that new licenses be issned in each of these two cases to expire with the 
year 18;9; and that the fee in each C11Be be the sl1m of two hundred and fifty 
dollars, payahle on the first clay of Aug nEt, 1879. Tllllt Mr. Dick be directed to 
construct, under the llil'(;etion of the Superintending Architect, a new float, nine 
feet in wioth and thirty-pight feet, in length, WIth an awning cover, at the 
terrace, and also to repair and alter the inclineo platf,)rm at th0 boat-house; and 
that the cost thereof, when certified by the Superintending Architect, be credited 
on his licen;e fee, 

That Mr. Clapp be directed to put in thorough repair, and paint, at his own ex
pense, the waiting shelters at the Fifth avenne and the Eighth avenue entrances, 
under the direction of the Superintending Architect. That he put in thorough 
repair, his whole service, including carriages, harness, <te., and that he provide 
new nniforms for all of hL, IlH'n, who shall be on duty in the Central Park. 

III p,'esenting this report, the under,ignecl wi."he8 to add that these two licensees 
have made great effort" to keep th~ir services H!) to the regulations without pecu
niary profit to themselves. That it is more important fill' the public interest to 
have a well equipped, aIllI well sustained scniee, than, at the expense of such a 
service, to produce a revenue for the City Sinking Fund; and that these licensees 
are. therefore, entitled to a liberal treatment. 

The undersigned reserves the right to make n further report on the snbject of 
the licenses of the Department at a future day. 

The undersigned recommends for adoption the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Treasurer be and he is herdlY anthorized to settle with, and 

to cancel the indebtedness of Messrs, Clnpp and Dick in accordance with the fore
g'oing report, upon their executing new licenses; and that it be referred to the 
Treasurer to prepare f"r execution now licenses to Messrs. Clapp and Dick, in ac
cordance with the foregoing report, and that whell so prepared, the eame shall be 
executed by the President of the Department., ancl the said Clapp and Dick respect
ively. 

All which is respeetfully submitted. SMITH E, LANE, 
Treasurer, 

The PRESIDENT moved that the report be accepted and the 
resolution be adopted. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereuf, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Fordham & Morrisania R. R. 

In accordance with the action of the Board had on 16th, the 

Fordham and Morrisania Railroad Company submitted for the 

consideration of the Board, specifications for laying tracks 

across Harlem River Bridge, and planking the same. 
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Commissioner LANE moved the Baid specificat:ons be ap
proved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agrne to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the membArs of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

No-Commissioner Wetmore-l. 

Gas Contracts 

CommiBsioner WENlIfAN offered the following: 

Resolvrd, That the proposals (Nos. 1, 2 and 3) of the Metro
politan Gas Light Company, the Harlem Gas Light Company, 
and the New York Mulual Gas I-light Company, to light the 
public lamps in the parks, squares, places and bridges under 
the control of this Department with gas, from May 1st, to 
December 31st, 1879, both days inclusive, be accepted as the 
lowest bids for the several portions of the City mentioned in 
their proposals; that the contracts for said portions of the City 
be and hereby are awarded to said companies therefor, and 
that the President be and hereby is authorized to execute said 
contracts for and on behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agme to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Park and Gate-Keepers' Uniforms. 

Commissioner "VENlIfAN offerecl the following: 

Resolved, That the proposal No.1, of "Villiam Bennett, for 
uniforms for Park and Gate-keepers, marked sample A, with 
prices as follows: 

Captains' and Sergeants' body-coats .. __ . _ .. , ....... _ ... _ ... . 
Sergeants' double breasted blouse ____ ... _ .. _ ... _ .. , . _ ...... __ _ 
Captains' and i:lergeants' pants .. _ _ _ . _ ......... . 
Patrolmen and Gate-keepers' pants. ___ . . .. . .. 

" " " bod'y~coat .. ........... . 
Amounting in gross to the mm of $1,734.50 

$13 50 each. 
9 00 " 
5 75 " 
5 50 " 

12 00 " 
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be accepted as the lowest and most advantageous bid for the 
material called. for, and that the contract for uniforms be 
awarded to -William Bennett, and that the President be and 
hereby is authorized to execute a cOutract for the same for and 
on beh.:;,l£ of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Monthly orders for N. Y. and Central Gas Light Cos. 

Commissioner LANE moved that the President be authorized 

to issue monthly orders to the New York Gas Light Company 

and the Central Gas Light COJnlJany for furnishing gas to the 

parks, bridges, &c., in that portion of the City in which their 

pipes are laid. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, :Lane 

-4. 

Extra time to Foremen. 

Commissioner CONOVER offer the following: 

Resolved, That pay be and the same is hereby allowed the 
following named foremen for extra time made on the ice during 
the skating season of 187H : 
Patrick McGovern, one hundred and eighty seven hours. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~:81 81 
Thomas Hodges, one hundred and twenty-uine -'. . . .. . . .. . . . . . 56 43 
Charles A. Johnson, furty-eight . .. . . .. . . .. . . . 21 00 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commi'lsioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 
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O. Vaux 

A communication was received from Calvert Vaux, architect, 

desiring to be furnished with a statement of the expenditures 

on the construction of the Museum of Art Building. 

Referred to the Treasurer. 

Pavements, City Hall. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following: 

Resolved, That the President be and he is hereby authorized 
to have prepared '!Jlans and specifications, and publish adver
tisements asking for proposals for furnishing material, and lay
ing the walks in the City Hall Park with Neufchatel and Cement 
pavements. 

'fhe PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of t.he Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 'Venman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-

4. 

Sedgwick Avenue 

A petition was received from Samuel L. M. Barlow, N. P. 
Bailey, and H. B. Claflin, asking that immediate proceedings 

be taken to open Sedgwick avenue in the Twenty-fourth Ward. 

Whereupon Commissioner LANE offered the following: 

Resolved, That the Counsel to the Corporation be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and directed, on behalf of the Mayor, Al
dermen and Commonalty of the City of New York, to com
mence and prosecute proceedings to acquire the title, for the 
use of the publlC thereto, to that portion of the road or street 
commonly known as Sedgwick Avenue, in the Twenty-fourth 
Ward of the City of New York, within the following bounds: 
Commeucing at the end of Sedgwick Avenue as now graded 
and opene(1 at the road leading to Fordham Landing, running 
thence northerly along the line of the said Sedgwick Avenue, 
passing to the eastward of the residence of C. L. Anthony, to 
the southerly line of the lands of Mary B. Giles, where the 
said Sedgwick Avenue intersects the line of the Old Boston 
Road, so-called, as the same has been heretofore laid out by 
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this Department on a map dated New York, January 7, 1878, 
as a first class road or street; and that the President of the 
Department be and is hereby authorized to sign the petition 
to the Supreme Court for that purpose for and on behalf of the 
Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmol'e, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Minutes and Docnments to be bound. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following: 

Resolved, That thirty copies of the minutes and documents 
of the Department, for the year encling April SO, 1879, be 
bound in the usual form, tor the use of the members of the 
Board, and that the Secretary be directed to prepare and have 
printed and bound up with said minutes a complete consoli
dated index of the contents. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affinna

tive, a mgjority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Sow Buckwheat. 

On motion of Commissioner LANE it was: 

Resolved, That half an acre of the Central Park be sown 
with buckwheat, and allowed to grow and. shed. its seed for the 
benefit of the small bird.s, and that it be referred to the Presi
dent, with power to d.etermine in what locittion of the Park the 
buckwheat shall be sown. 

Military Parade Ground. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following: 

Whereas, It was a part of the general plan upon which the 
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district above the Harlem River has been laid out by this 
Deprutment (as stated in two reports, Document No. 65, 
March :10, 1875, page 15, and Document No. n, December 20, 
1~:;76, page 15), th'lt a portion of the territory should be ap
propriated to Public Pa1'ks, for general usc by the people in 
all forms of social out-floor enjoyment, parades, celebrations 
and festivals for which the Central Park is not adapted; 

Wllerea8, It may be desirable to provide an accessible, com
modious and ample place for a military parade ground; 

Whereas, The location of such a park at the present time 
would supply a site for the proposed International Exhibition, 
with the ad vantage to the City of the preservation of the 
building that may be erected upon it, for permanent use; 
and 

Wilerects, All these purposes will advance the public in
terests; 

Resolved, That it be referred to Commissioner Lane and the 
'I'opographical Engineer, to report at au early day upon this 
subject, and state upon what location the plan can be carried 
out to greatest advantage. 

Debate was had thereon, when 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 

in the negative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Noes-Commissioners Wenman, vVetmore, Conover-3. 

Hugh Fitzpatrick. 

Hugh Fitzpatrick, applictmt for appointment to the position 

of gate-keeper, appeared before the Board, and the Police 

Surgeon having reported favorably upon his examination, 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following: 

Resolved, That Hugh Fitzpatrick be and he is hereby ap
pointed a gate-keeper upon the force of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to saiq resolution, and it waS determined in the affirma~ 
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tive, a majority of all the members of tbe Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners ". enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Tompkins Sqnare. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following: 

Resolved, That the employment of four horses and carts, for 
work on Tompkins Sqnare, be and the same is hereby author
ized. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, "T etmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following: 

Resolved, That the Disbursing Clerk be and he is hereby 
directed to allow two days' time each to foUl' horses ancl carts 
employed by the Superintendent of Parks on Tompkins 
Square without the previous authority of this Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the mem bel'S of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

On motion, at 12:15 o'clock P.M. the Board adjourned. 

E. P. BARKER, 

SeC1o etary. 
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