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WEDNESD:\ Y, MAY iith, 1 S7:). 

9.30 o'clock A. M. 

Adjourned Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening pro
posals for the following works: 

1. A frame building on Central Park for the graminivorous 
animals. 

(Minutes, April 14th, 1875, p. 641.) 

2. A new roof on the Music Pavilion, situate on the Mall 
in Central Park. 

(Minutes, April 28th, 1875, p. 681.) 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" WILUAMSON. 

The Comptroller of the City of New York was also present. 

The PRESIDENT stated tllat the appropriation asked fol', and 
which would be applicable for the works for which the propo
sals are made, was not yet granted by the Legislature, and he 
therefore moved that the opening of said proposals be ad
journed llntilWednesday, the 1Hth day of May, 1875, at 9.30 
0' clock A. M. 

Adopted. 
The Comptroller then retired, and the Board organized in 

regular session at 10 o'clock A. M. 
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Before oalling the roll, the Secretary read the warrant of his 

Honor the Mayor, of whioh the following is a copy: 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, } 

. CITY HALL. 
New York, May 1st, 1875. 

I, WILLIAM H. WICKHAM, Mayor of the city of New York, by 
virtue of the power conferred upon me by Section 25, Chapter 
335, Laws of 1873, have heretofore nominated, and by and 
with the consent of the Board of Aldermen heretofore had, do 
hereby appoint 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE 
to be a member of the Board of the Department of Public 
Parks for six years, commencing on this date, in place of 
THOMAS E. STEWART, whose term has expired. 

(Signed) WILLIAM H. WICKHAM, 

. The roll was then called. 

Present-Commissioners ~TEBBINS, President. 

" 
" 
" 

MARTIN, 

WILLIA:M:SON, 
O'DONOHUE. 

Mayor. 

The minutes of the two previous meetings of the 30th April, 

1875, were read and approved. 

Organization of Board. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the organization of the Board, by 

the ,election of a President, Vice-President and Treasurer for 
the ensuing year was now in order. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON then moved that Commissioner 

Stebbins be re-elected President of the Board for the next year. 
Commissioner MARTIN thereupon moved that the organiza

tion of the Board be adjourned until the next meetlng of the 
Board, which was 

Adopted. 

The following communications were then presented and 
read : 
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Plan.r Stree. in 24th Ward. 

From the' (M'Viland Topogmphic8l Engineer, 1ritia the pr0-

posed plan of' Streets 'betweeB· the Croton Aquoouct and 
Harlem River, as far north as tJ.e old Kings Bridge road lead
ing to WilliMns Bridge. 

Le,i(t en: '~ able. 

Plan of Streets in 24th Ward. 

From the Givil- and Topagraphieal Engineer with the pro- . 
p0Sooplan o£,streets in the Dista.iet between Riverdale Avenu& 
and Broadway in Kingsbridge, and extending from Spuyten , 

.>Duyvil (lreek,m Y<mke1'8 city line. 
Laid 00 the table. 

Approaches to Tunnel at 7th Avenue. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, presenting the 
three similar maps and profiles for filing, of the approaches to 
the Westchester Qr north end of the tunnel frOD.. Seventh 
Avenue to Oentral or Jerome Avenue. 

(Minutes, Nov. 24th, 1874, p. 368.) 
Laid on the table. 

185th Street, 28d Ward. 

From Mr. Lewis B. Brown, President of the Port Morris 
Land & Improvement 00., and others, requesting that 135th 
Street, between St. Ann's Avenue and the Southern Boulevard 
in the 23d Ward, be laid out 80 feet wide in place of 60 feet as 
at present; and offering to convey the necessary land for that 
purpose to the city, without any cost or expense. 

Also :ft:bm the Oi viI and Topographical Engineer, presenting 
a map or plan of said street, widened as requested, and recom
mending its adoption. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communio~ans 
be received and laid on the table, and that the President be re
quested to communicate with all the owners of property on 
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sai.d street, whose property would be taken by such widening, 

and obtain from them their written undertaking to convey such 

portion of their property to the city without cost. 

Adopted. 

Central Bridge Draw. 

From the Engineer of Construction, reporting that the con

tractor for rebuilding the draw in Central Bridge, over Radem 
River, has not completed his contract within the time specified 

in his agreement, viz., the 30th April, 1875. That it is uncer
tain when he will have it finished. That travel across the 
bridge has been stopped since the 22d April, and the draw 

also closed against the passage of vessels. 

(Minutes, April 7th, 1875, p. 626.) 
Commissioner WILLIA:MSON moved that said communication 

be received and referred to Commissioner Martin to report to 

the Board at its next meeting what action should be taken in 
the matter. 

Adopted. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintendent, stating that the Superintendent 

of the American Museum of Natural History required some 
additional shelves aud fastenings in the Museum Building for 
the purpose of exhibiting some new specimens received by the 
]\!useum, and estimating the cost of the same at from $75 
to $80. 

Oommissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said communication 
be received, and that the Superintendent be directed to have 
said shelves and fastenings placed in said Museum Building,at 
a cost not exceeding $80. 

:ffiOO',;PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board 
WQuld agree to said motion, and it was determined in the 

, 
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affirmative,a majority of the members of all the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 

O'Donohue-4. 

Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, 

Mowers. 

From the Superintendent, stating that at least ten men and 

horses, for the purpose of mowing grass on the Central Park, 
will be required early next week, and requesting that the men 
employed during the last three or four years for this purpose 

be re-engaged. 
The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received, 

and that the Superintendent be authorized to employ eleven 

men of those engaged during the last few years, for the purpose 
of mowing, seven of whom shall each furnish a horse; and that 
the pay of a mower furnishing a horse be fixed at $3.60 per 
day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, 
O'Donohue-4. 

Music. 

From Mr. D. L. Downing, making application to be em
ployed to furnish the music on Central Park during the 
summer. 

Also from Mr. Harvey B. Dodworth, making a similar appli
cation. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communications be receiveB 
and laid on the table. 

Adopted. 

Music Programmes. 

For Mr. A. W. Frauenthal, applying for permission to print 
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and distribute the programmes of the music on Oentral Park 
during the summer. 

Laid on the table. 

Life·Car. 

From Mr. Joseph Francis, offering to present to the Depart
ment for preservation in the Museum in Oentral Park the first 
Life-Oar constructed in this country. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communication 
be received and filed; that the Life-Oar be accepted, and that 
the thanks of the Board be tendered to Mr. Francis for the 
donation. 

Adopted. 

148th Street. 

From Mr. Wm. H. Payne, assignee of J. R. Baity, and from 
John McOarty, contractors, stating that the late Board of Trus
tees of Morrisania had not appointed any commissioners of 
assessment, to assess the property benefited by the grading, 
&0., of 148th street, from Millbrook to St. Ann's Avenue, and 
requesting that the Oommissioners of this Department, in 
conjunction with the Oorporation Oounsel, would, under author
ityof Sec. 91, Ohap. 329, Laws of 1874, appoint commissioners 
of assessment therefor. 

~he. PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received, 
and referred to Commissioner Martin to report upon. 

(Minutes, January 29th, 1875, page 483.) 
Adopted. 

Claremont HoteL 

From Mr. J. G. Keator, lessee of the Olaremont Hotel, stat
ing that the Bloomingdale Road leading to said hotel has been 
cut oft' by the opening of 122d Street through it. That this 
interferes with his business. That if the Department will 
grant him a new lease of said hotel, reducing the rent from 
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$100 to $75 per month, he will build a bridge at his own ex
pense, so as to restore the current of ira vel to the hotel. 

(Minutes, February 8th, 1875, p. 510.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved ~hat said communication 

be received; that on Mr. Keator constructing said bridge-the 
present lease of said hotel be canceled, and a new lease there
of be granted to Mr. J. G. Keator by the inonth, at the rent of 
$75 per month. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMsON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the f()llowmg two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the 1c.illGwing bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for Approval" 

American District Telegraph Co" 

J:ent and services .......•.••••• ;.Maint. and Govt. P. 

&P ............ . 

Affleck, Wm., & Co., oats, corn. &c .. Maint. and Govt. P. 

&P ............ . 

Cartright, Wm., fish and vegetables.Maint. and Govt. P. 
. &P .......•..... 

Coffin, Paul C., & Co., hal'dware .... Maint. and Govt. P. 

&P .......... .. 

Crossman, W. G., lime' ............ Maint. and Govt. P. 

&P ....•••.•.... 

DeGrauw, Aymar & Co., oars and 

rope .......................... Maint. and Govt. P. 
&P ............ . 

City Parks Improve· 

Fund .......... . 

Museum of Art .•••• 

$5 27 

1 52 

1 14 

$7 45' 

483 06 

74 95 

97 80 

2 00 

7 93 
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Gates, Church E., & Co., lumber ... Maint., etc., 2::;d and 

24th Wards ..... . 
Gatchel, A. S., rubber hose ........ Maint. and Govt. P. 

& P ............ . 

McDermott, John, meat ........... Maint. and Govt. P. 

&P ............ . 

Martin, J. M. C., & Sons, horse 

brulhes, &c ................. , .. Maint. and Govt. P. 

& P ........... . 

Noe, James H. & Sons, clothes 

brooms, &c ....••.....•••...... Maint. and Govt. P. 

&P ............ . 

Oakley, Whitson, horses .......... Maint. and Govt. P. 

&P ........... . 

Raynolds, C. T., & Co., paints, &c .. Maint. and Govt. P. 

&P ............ . 

United Farmers' Milk Co., milk .... Maint. and Govt. r. 
& P ........... . 

Van Riper, Chas., sundries ..... , .. Maint., &c., 23d and 

24th Wards ..... 

Vanderbilt, Bros., wheelbarrows ... Maint. and Govt. P. 

&P ............ . 

Watrons & Willson,lumber ........ Maint. and Govt. r. 
&P ............ . 

Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, carriage 

hardware ....••............... Maint. and Govt. P. 

&P ............ . 

RECAPITULATION. 

[ Wednesday, 

$86 60 

76 88 

190 20 

34 62 

6 00 

892 50 

138 75 

1'7 82 

91 53 

4'7 50 

1'78 59 

21 43 

$2,455 61 

Maintenance and Government of Parks "and Places ........ $2,2'74 82 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ................ . 

Museum of Art ........ , ............................. . 

City Parks Improvement Fund .......... " ....... , ..... . 

1'78 13 

14 

52 
$2,455 61 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty-four hundred aud fifty-five 

dollars and sixty-one cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, April 30th, 1875. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

Auditing Committee. 
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and auditeJ the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Bigelow Blue Stone Co., blue stone .. Maint., etc., 23d and 

24th Wards $172 80 

Barron, Jas. S. & Co., baskets ... " .Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .......... . 36 00 

Byrne & Co., oats and corn .... , ... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .......... . 155 00 

Fairbanks & Co., scale .... , " ... , .Maint., etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ..... . 32 25 

Gates, Church E., lnmber .......... Maint., etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ...•.. 98 01 

Gold & Stock Telegraph Co., rent of 

line .......................... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .......... . 62 50 

Holden, Hopkins & Stokes, nails .... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .......... . 20 55 

Johnston, J. 0., shades and repairs. Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P ......... . 11 75 

Mapes, Daniel, jr., hay, oats and 

straw ..................... '" .Maint., etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ..... . '76 79 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, wheels. " .Maint., etc., H. R. 

Bridges ........ . 571 Oil 

Moffat, David, & Co., leather ....... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .... , " .... 18 37 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas ...... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .......... . 190 02 

N. Y. Mntual Gas Light Co., rent ... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .......... . 1,250 00 

Ruhe, Louis, bird food ........ , ... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .......... . 8 00 

Stewart & Co., spittoons ........ " .Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P ......... .. 6 75 

Vanderbilt Bros., grass seed ....... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .......... . 65 50 

$2,775 29 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance. and Government Parks and Places ........ . 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem River Bridges .... , ..•...... 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th ·Wards ............... . 

[ Wednesday, 

$1,824 44 

571 00 

379 85 

$2,775 29 

Amonnting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty.seven hnndred and seventy· 

five dollars and twenty·nine cents. 

(Signed) DAVID B. ·WILLIAMSON, 

Auditing Committee. 
New York, May 4, 1875. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned pUTchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay

ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the' question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Aye8-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be printed in the minutes: 
Department of Public Parks, in accO'unt with 

David B. Williamson, Treasurer. 
1875. CR. 

April 21. By balance ........ . $1,709 26 

April 21} 
to .. cash received from pound, rents and licenses 

May 5. 
349 88 

---,- $2,059 14 
1875. DR. 

April 21} 
to To cash paid into City Treasnry ..... '" ..... . 

May 15. 
$88 8il 

May 5. "balance.. . .. . . .. . . .. ..... . .......... . 1,970 31 
--- $2,059 14 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 
Wednesday, May 5, 1875. 

9.30 1'. 11. 
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Gate-keeper. 

Oommissioner WILLIAMSON moved that Michael Kehoe be 
appointed a gate-keeper. 

Oommissioner MARTIN moved, that all appointments to the 
police force be adjourned until the next meeting of the Board, 
which was-

Adopted. 

Centennial Exhibition. 

On the recommendation of the Landscape Architect
Oommissioner WILLIAMSON offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That it is inexpedient to attempt any contribution 

from this Department to the Oentennial Exhibition. 
Adopted. 

Exotic plants. 

The Landscape Architect verbally reported that a complete 
schedule of all the exotic plants belonging to the Department 
would be prepared in a few days, and recommended that an 
arrangement be authorized to be made to exchange said plants 
for others needed on the parks. 

(Minutes, March 17th, 1875, p. 588). 
Oommissioner WILLIAMSON moved that it be referred to com-

missioner Martin with the power to direct a suitable arrange
ment to be made for the exchange of said exotic plants for 
others required on the parks, if, after examining the laws, he is 
of opinion it can be legally done. 

Adopted. 
Paving Third Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT presented draft specifications, agreement and 
bond, for the work of paving Third avenue from Westchester 
avenue to the northern boundary of the 23d Ward; and recom
mended that the work be let out iu two contracts; one for that 
portion of the avenue between WeRtchester avenue and 163d 
street, containing about 3,700 feet, and the ot.her for that 
portion north of 163d street, containing about 4,6uO feet. 

(Minutes, April 7th, 1875, p. 633). 
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Commissioner MARTIN moved that the specification as pre
sented by the President be approved, and that the work be let 

in two contracts as recommended by him. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there
of, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, :Martin, Williamson, O'Dol1-

ohue-4. 

Maintenance of Parks. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the communication of the Land

scape Architect, on the subject of the maintenance of the parks, 
which was presented at the last meeting and laid over until this 
meeting, be further laid over until the next meeting of the 

Board. 
(Minutes, April 30th, 1875, p. 694.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the Board adjourned 
at 11.30 o'clock A. M., to meet on Friday, the 7th instant, at 4 

o'clock p, M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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FRIDAY, M;\ Y 7tll, 1870. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4 o'clock P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, Prflsident. 
" MARTIN. 
" WILLIAMSON. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 5th inst. were 

read and approved. 

Bridge over Bronx River. 

The PRESIDENT "tated that a deputation of citizens was pres
ent, with reference to the construction of a new bridge over 
the Bronx Ri ver and moved that the order of business be sus

pended and the de]Jutation received. 

Ado(>ted. 

The deputation, consisting of Messrs. Alphonso Wood, R. 
D. Hamilton and John Callan, was then received. They urged 
the necessity of constructing a new Lridge over tho Bronx 
River at the foot of Prospect Street, and statetl that a petition 

in favor of it had. been very numerously signed. 

The PRESIDENT informed the deputation that this Depart
ment realized the necessity of a bridge at or near the 
point indicated, and had so expressed itself in a resolution 

adopted on the 7th April, 1874. That whenever the necessary 
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authority for the construction of such bridge is obtained, this 
Department will prosecute the work as speedily as possible. 

(Minutes, April 7th, 1874, pp. 627 and 628.) 

The deputation then retired. 

The following communications were then presented and 

read: 

Berrian Av. flagging. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council forwarding the fol
lowing resolutions approved by his Honor the Mayor on the 
29th April and 5th May, 1875, respectively. 

Resolved, That the sidewalks on the west side of Berrian 
Avenue, from Kingsbridge Road to Isaac Street be flagged four 
feet wide, under the direction of the Commissioner of Public 
Works; and that the accompanying ordinance therefor be 
adopted. . 

Resolved, That the resolution and ordinance for flagging the 
sidewalks on the west side of Berrian Avenue from Kings
bridge Road to Isaac Street, a space four feet wide, which was 
approved by the Mayor, April 29th, 1875, be, and is hereby, 
amended by striking from the said resolution and ordinance, 
wherever they occur, the words "Commissioner of Public 
Works," and inserting in lieu thereof the words" Department 
of Public Parks." 

Laid on the table, 

D. W. Bnll. 

From the Police Surgeon, reporting that he had examined 
Daniel W. Bull, an applicant for the position of gate-keeper, 
and found him in every respect entirely satisfactory. 

(Minutes, April 30th, 1875, p. 690.) 
CommissionerO'DoNoHuE moved that said report be received 

and that Mr. Daniel W. Bull be appointed a gate-keeper from 
and after the 15th inst., in accordance with the resolution 
adopted by the Board on the 30th April, 1875. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 
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Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson,O'Dono
hue-4. 

Inspector on Buildings for Museums of Natural History and of Art. 

From the Superintending Architect, reques!ing that an in
spector be appointed on the buildings for the Museum of 
Natural History and of Art, and recommending that M. C. 
Barr, who occupied that position last year, be appointed. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received, 
that M. C. Barr be appointed inspector, under the Superin
tending Architect, upon the buildings for said Museums, and 
that his pay be fixed at $4.50 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said rqotion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Uusafe Buildings. 

From the Superintendent, reporting that the building situ
ated on the north side of 125th Street, about 100 feet from the 
Hudson River Railroad, is very much decayed and in an un
safe condition, and recommending that the lessee (Mr. Keator) 
be given permission to take it down, without expense to the 
Department. 

(Minutes, April 30th, 1875, p. 693.) 
,Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said report be received, 

and that Mr. Keator be given permission to remove said buiId~ 
ing at once, without expense to the Department or City. 

Adopted. 

Commissioners of Accouuts. 

From Mr. I. Lo Howe, Commissioner of Accounts, request-
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ing certain information regarding the accounts of the Depart

ment. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said communication 

be received and referred to Commissioner Martin to report. 

Adopted. 

Central Bridge Draw. 

Commissioner MAHTIN, to whom it was referred to report 

what action should be taken in the matter of the contractor for 

rebuilding the draw in Central Bridge, verbally reported and 

recommended the adoption of the following preamble and res

olution: 

TVhereas, Thomas Hayden, the contractor on the Central (or 
McComb's Dam) Bridge under a contract with this Depart
ment, dated 10th March, 1875, has ob"tructe(l travel on said 
bridge continuonsly since 22d April, 1875, and has not com
pleted his contract on the 30th day of April, 1875, as he agreed 
to do in said contract: and 

Whereas, The public interests are suffering from the obstruc
tion to public travel and navigation and the delay in completing 
said bridge ; 

Resolved, That the provisions of the said contract be rigidly 
enforced against said contractor; that time be made of the 
essence of the contract; that the forfeiture of $25 per day for 
the obstruction of travel over the said bridge for more than ten 
days, and the fol'feiture of $26 per day for not completing his 
contract on the 30th of April, 1875, shall be demanded of the 
contractor, and that he will be required to fulfill and perform 
all the provisions and conditions of said contract before any 
payment thereon ~hall be paid to him; 

Resolved, rrhat notice of this action by the Department be 
given to the contractor, his assignees and sureties, by the ser
vice of a copy of this preamble and resolution upon them. 

(Minutes, May 5th, 1875, p. 4.) 

Exotic I'lants. 

Commissioner MAHTIN, to whom it was referred to make an 

arrangement for the exchange of the exotic plants for others 

needed on the parks, if such exchange could be legally done, 

reported verbally that said plants would have to be sold at 
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public auction, and that such an exchange as was contem
plated would not be legal. 

(Minutes, May 5th, 1875, p. 11.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said report be re

ceived. 

Adopted. 

Maintenance of Parks. 

The PRESlDENT moved that the consideration of the commu
nication of the Landscape Architect on the maintenance of the 

parks, laid over for consideration at this meeting, be now taken 
up. 

(Minutes, May 5th, 1875, p. 12.) 
Adopted. 

The Landscape Architect, who was present, then read said 
communication, and after some consideration of the matter, 

Commissioner O'DONOBUE moved that said communication 
be referred to the President and Commissioner Martin to ex
amine in conjunction with the Landscape Architect, and to 
report to the Board what action should be taken thereon. 

Adopted. 

Executive and Auditing Committees. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that Commissioner O'Dono
hue be appointed to the places on the Executive and Auditing 
Committees occupied by ex-Commissioner Stewart. 

(Minutes, January 6th, 1875, p. 437.) 
Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned, at 6 
o'clock P. M., to meet on Monday, the 10th inst., at 9.30 o'clock 

A. M. 

WM.IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 



Monday, May 10, 1875.] 19 

MONDAY, MAY loth, 1873. 

AnJOURN~D MEETING-9.30 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 
" O'DONOHUE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 7th inst. was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Marion Av. Flagging Sidewalks. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, stating that he will 
investigate the question as to whether Marion Avenue has been 
legally opened, and whether there would be any doubt as to 
the validity of an assessment for flagging the sidewalk, as soon 
as the necessary investigation can be made. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, April 30th, 1875, p. 686.) 

Certificate on Audited Bills. 

From the Comptroller of the city, forwarding a copy of the 
opinion of the Counsel to the Corporation, wherein he holds, 
that under Sec. 92, Chap. 335, Laws of 1873, no legal liability 
can arise against the city until a certificate of the necessity of 
the expenditure has been made by the head of the Depart
ment incurring the liability. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communication 
be received and referred to the President to report. 

Adopted. 
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Pay of Laborer in 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, stating that a teamster in the 

. 23d and 24th Wards, named Patrick Nolan, had not worked 

with his team himself during the month of April, but that he 

had procured another man to attend to it in his place, and 

asking instruction in the matter. 

Commissioner J\iAU'l'IN moved that said communication be 

received and referred to the President., with power. 

Adopted. 

Mnseum of Art. 

Commissioner MARTIN, to whom was referred the communi

cation of the Superintending Architect, notifying the Board of 

the default of Mr. John Hogan, contractor for the granite work 
of the Museum of Art, verbally reported and recommended 

the adoption of the following preamble and resolution, namely: 

Whereas, John Rogan, the contractor for the granite work 
of the Museum of Art in the Central Park, under a contract 
with this Department,dated the 3d day of September, 1874, has 
failed to comply with the provision of said contract by which 
all the granite was to be delivered ready to set by the 1st day 
of April, 1875; and whereas, the erection of the said building 
and all the other work thereon is interfered with, obstructed 
and delayed by the said failure of the said Rogan, so that the 
public interests are suffering therefrom: 

Resolved, That t,he provisions of the said contract be rigidly 
enforced against said contractor; that time be made of the 
eSSence of said contract, and that he will be required to 
fulfill and perform all the provisions and conditions of said 
contract before any payment shall he made to him thereon. 

Resolved, That notice of this action by the Department be 
givAn to the contractor, his sureties and assignees, by service 
of a copy of this preamble and resolution upon each of them. 

(Minutes, ApI·il 30th, 1875, p. 685.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report he received, and the 

preamble and resolutions recommended, adopted by the 

Board. 

Adopted. 



Nay 10,1875.) 21 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON entered the meeting at this point 
and took his seat. 

Site for" American College of Music." 

The PRESIDENT presented a draft of an act authorizing this 
Department to set apart a site for a building for the" Ameri
can College of Music," on the Central Park, between 79th and 
85th Streets, and opposite the Fifth Avenue. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the President be author
ized to transmit said draft act to the Legislature, with the ap
proval of this Department. 

Adopted. 

Construction Work. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the President be request
ed to address a communication to Senator Booth, urging upon 
him the necessity of the Senate's appropriating the full amount 
asked for in the bill providing means for construction works 
and architectural repairs. 

(Minutes, March 5th, 1875, p. 560.) 
Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner o 'DONOHUE, the Board ad
journed at 10.15 o'clock A. M., to meet on Friday, the 14th inst., 
at 9.30 0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
. Secretary, D. P. P. 
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FRID .. , Y, MAY 14tll, 1~7:i. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9.3U o'cloe!, A. M. 

Present-Commissioner S'l'EBBINH, President. 

" MAHTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON, the reading of the 
minutes of the previous meetings of the 7th and 10th insts. 
was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

8th Av. 

From the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works, 
requesting this Department, under authority of Chap. 850', 
Laws of 1873, to establish the lines of surface constrnction on 
Eighth Avenue for a distance of 350 feet north of the northern 
boundary ofthe Central Park, and submitting duplicate plans of 
said avenue, showing the surface constructions as established 
by the Department of Public Works, from the intersection of 
Avenue St. Nicholas south to a point 350 feet north of the 
Central Park. 

(Minutes, July 14th, 1874, p. 143.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE mOVf~d that said communication 

be received. 
Adopted. 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE then offered the following resolu

tion: 
Resolved, That the duplicate plans, showing the lines of curb 

on the Eighth Avenue, north of the Central Park, submitted 
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to this Department by the Commissioner of Public Works, are 
hereby adopted and the lines of curb, as the same are shown 
on the said plans, for the distance of 350 feet north of the outer 
boundary of the Central Park, are hereby determined by this 
Department, in pursuance of Sec. 1 of Chap. 850 of the Laws 
1873; that the President be, and hereby is, authorized and 
directed to certify both of said plans, to cause one of them to 
be filed in this Department, and to transmit the other to the 
Department of Public Works. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, 
O'DoDohue-4. 

Supta. Report. 

From the Superintendent, reporting the progress on works 
under his charge for the two weeks ending Saturday, May 8th, 
1875. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, April 30th, 1875, p. 685.) 

Sea Wall at the Battery. 

From the Superintending Engineer, stating that the con
tractor for the repairs to the sea wall at the Battery had 
nearly completed the repairs to all that portion of the wall 
ordered by the Board, on the 19th December, 1874, and that he 
desired to be informed whether any additional work is to be 
iDcluded under his contract. 

(Minutes, March 17th, 1875, p. 576.) 
Referred to the Executive Committee to report. 

New Street at Inwood. 

From Mr. C. A. Stoddard, Chairman of the Committee on 
Street Openings, &c., of the Washington Heights Improvement 
Association, requesting, on behalf of said association, and a 
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number of property owners, "that the necessary steps be taken 
to open a street or avenue branching off from the Bolton road 
at 212th Street, in the northerly direction, and running thence 
northwesterly to a line which would be represented by the 
centre of 14th Avenue, if said avenue existed, and thence along 
said line in a northeasterly direction to n, point where said 
street or avenue will meet the Bolton road again." 

(Minutes, April 19th, 1875, p. 659.) 
Referred to the Civil and rropographical Engineer to report. 

3d Av. 

From Mr. James Bowes, protesting against the progress of 
the work of the improvement of 3d Avenue, between 160th and 
161st Streets. 

Referred to Mr. E. C. Morrison, the Engineer in charge, to 
report upon. 

Foreman 23d and 24th Wards. 

From Mr. Michael Redmond, in reply to the protest of Mr. 
H. D. Purroy agaiust his appointment as a foreman in the 
23d and 24th Wards. 

(Minutes, April 7th, 1875, p. 630). 
Laid on the table. 

Laborer in the 23d Bnd 24th Wat'ds. 

From Mr. Patrick C. Langevin, stating that he worked for 
the Department in the Twenty-third and 'l'wenty-fourth Wards 
with a team for about 15 days during the month of April, and 
asking that he may be paid therefor. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communica:ti6l(/ 
be received and be referred to the President, with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in· the affirmative, ... 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners 
O'Donohue-4. 

Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, 
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Suspension Bridge at 181st street. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting a 

new plan of approaches to the Suspension Bridge over Harlem 

river, at 181st street. 
(Minutns, April 21st, 1875, pp. 664-5.) 

Commissioner WILUAMSON moved that, said communication 

be receiyed and laid on the table. 

Adopted. 

Maintenance of Parks. 

The PRESIDENT and Commissioner MARTIN, to whom the com

munication of the Lanscape Architect on the subject of the 
Maintenance of the Parks was referred to report what action 

should be taken thereon, verbally reported and recommended 

the adoption by the Board of the following preamble and reso

lutions, namely: 

Wherea8, the Board of Estimate and Apportionment have 
allowed this Department the sum of $584,000 for the main
tenance for 1875, upon estimates calling for the sum of $935,-
170.51, and the Senate Committee proposes to allow $250,000 
for the construction fund instead of $575,000, the amount es
timated by the Department and approved by the Assembly, 
which estimates were bas8d npon- the mo;~t ~al'eful considera
tion of economy and efficiency; and 

Whereas, this action limits the Departmeut in its operations, 
so that needed undertakings mnst be postponed, incomplete 
works remain unfinished, structures that need repairs left to 
further dilapidation, police and general superintendence re
duced so much as to be barely sufficient, and it may be in an 
emergency insufficien t, for the preservation of order, and a di
minution .ofexpenditures be'yond what is best for the proper 
preservatIOn of the property under the charge of the Depart
ment mnst conf'eqnelltly be enforced. 

Therefore 

I. 
Resolved, That the maintenance working force be re

duced as ~apidly as practicable withont injury to the parks, to 
such a pomt that after a month from this time the amount of 
the pay-rolls toget.her with the value of the tools and materials 
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used, except for lighting parks, shall not exceed fortnightly the 
average sum of $9,000, and that in no case shall the maximum 
exceed $11,000. 

II. 

Resolved, That the office of Design and Superintendence 
shall be flll'lliHhed, within four days after the close of each pay
term, with!l. slatement of the actual expenditure which has 
been made during that. term lor services or labor paid and to 
be paid for, under each of the suhdivisions of and service of the 
Dep!j.rtment on parks and places. 

III. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to enqnire 
wllether any, and if so what, changes of the present arrange
ments are necessary to establish the responsibIlity of the Prop
erty Olerk for the custody and care vf all tools and materials of 
the Department which have not been issued for use, and 
for wInch the receipts of fmemen or other responsible agents of 
the Department are held, and to enable him to estimate and 
report withinthl'ee days after the close of each pay period, an 
approximate valuation of the tools and materials actually ex
pended on each of the subdivisions of work during that pay
peTiod. 

IV. 

Resolved, That hereafter the men employed on maintenance 
duties in the ordinary aud regular way, shall be required to 
give one hour's actual work for each hour of time returned for 
the pay-roll, and shnll not be paid for the time used ill going to 
and from theil' work, or in the care of horses at the yards or 
stable before and after their regular day's work. 

v. 
Resolved, That the force sha1l hereaftm' be worked as nearly 

as may be practicable and economical, eight hours a day, and 
that when the amount of work needed to keep the parks in good 
order or to meet the requirements of the Board is delayed by 
the occurrence of unfavorable weather, and it becomes spe
cially desirable that any part of the force shall be kept at work 
more than eight hours in any day, the foreman in charge of 
the same shall so keep them at work, returning their time 
accordingly, but that such occasiom11 extension of the regular 
hours of work shall not be mOl'e than enough to make up for the 
time in which work is suspended on account of rain or other 
unfavorable circumstances. 
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VI. 

[JiWday, 

Resolved, That with a view, if found practicable, of placing a 
part of the force needed for steady employment, and whose 
duties cannot always be well performed within the regular 
hours of the main force on a system of work by the ,,"('ek, a list 
be prepared of employes engaged in maintenance tlu~ies of a 
regular and stated character not intermitted on account of bad 
weather, with a statement of the character of the work of each, 
whether light or heavy, and whether requiring the exercise of 
special skill or unusual care and discretion, and of the number 
of hours daily in which, under ordinary circumstances, said 
services are needed. 

VII. 

Resolved, That the time of all men now acting nnder orders 
of the Director of the Menagerie, be kept and returned by 
him. . 

VIII. 
Resolved, That rending the reconstruction of the cottage near 

the east green 0 the Central Park, the ball ground may be 
made use of as a croquet ground uuder such directions of the 
Superintendent as may bQ necessary to prevent its injury, and 
at such times as will not conflict with its regular use by the 
public school boys. 

IX. 
Resolved, That the Superintendent be directed to select It 

suitable skilled laborer to be during the summer in constant 
charge of the ball ground, who, under such instructions as may 
be given by the Landscape Architect shall employ such neces
sary means and so regulate the use of said ground as to save 
the turf as far as possible from being WOl'll out; prevent an ex
cessive number of boys from occupying it and the intrusion of 
all unauthorized persons upon it; secure the immediate repair 
of worn places, and guard against all disorder. 

X. 
Resolved, That when the turf either on the ball or other 

grounds is either exces~ively wet or dry from draught, the 
Superintendent of Parks be directed to suspend such use of 
it as has been customarily allowed on special days. 

XI. 
Resolved, That all persons in the employment of the Depart

ment observing visitors walking on the turf, when and where 
this is not authorized, or on the bridle road, or otherwise mis-
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using any part of the parks, are directed to civilly advise, caution 
or remonstrate with the same, as may be desirable, and are in
structed if such misuse is not at once discontinued, to take 
all reasonable and orderly means to secure their apprehension 
by the park-keepers. 

XII. 
Resolved, That a reduction be made of eight per cent. in the 

number of gas jets on the parks and places of the city, to be 
regularly lighted every night, selecting those not to be lighted, 
which are least necessary to the public convenience. 

XIII. 
Resolved, That with the present limited maintenance fnnd it 

is necessary that foremen should use all possible care to avoid 
keeping any man employed on work which can he left undone 
or postponed without obvious disadvantage, and that their ut
most efforts are required to secure the largest possible return 
for the wages to be paid. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be re
ceived, and that said preamble and resolutions be adopted by 
the Board. 

(Minutes, May 7th, 1875, p. 17.) 
The ]?RESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there
of, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Night Watchmen. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: . 
Resolved, That the Superintendent be directed to temporarily 

detail seven laborers as night watchmen, until the further 
order of the Board. 

(Minutes, April 30th, 1875, pp. 689 and 690.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

• 
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Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, .l\Iartin,Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Watering Roads, eke., 2M and 24th Wal'ds. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That JerOlne Avenue, and sneh other streets, roads 
and avenues, as shall hereafter be designated by the Board, be 
properly sprinkled during the summer months, and that the 
necessary WOl'k for that purpose be proceeded with, and the 
material purchased when required. 

(Minutes, April 30th, b75, p. 687.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Com missioners 

O'Donohue-4. 

Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAlIfSON, the Board adjourned 
at 12 o'clock M. 

WlIf. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 



l 

. , 

Wednesday, May 19, 1875.] 31 

WEDNESDAY, MllY 19th, lS7ii. 

9.30 o'clock A. M. 

Adjourned meeting for the purpose of publicly opening 
proposals for the following works: 

1. A frame building on Oentral Park for the graminivorous 
animals. 

(Minutes, May 5th, 1875, p. 1.) 

2. A new roof on the Music Pavilion, situate on the Mall in 
Central Park. 

(Minutes, May 5th, 1875, p. 1.) 

Present-Oommissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" WILLIAMSON. 

The OOMPTROLLER of the City of New York was also pres
ent. 

A quorum not being present, the President adjourned the 
meeting until Wednesday, the 26th May, 1875, at 9.30 o'clock 

A. M. 

The OOMPTROLLER then retired, and the Board met in regular 
session at 10 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner SnmBlNs, President. 
" WILLIAMSON. 

A quorum not being present, the President adjourned the 
meeting until Friday, the 21st inst., at 3.30 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P . 
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FRIDAY, MAY 21st, 1873. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-3.30 o'clock P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 7th, 10th, 14th 
and 19th insts. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Maintenance of the tnrf. on Central Park. 

From the Landscap~ Architect, on the subject of the main
tenance of the turf on the Central Park . 
. The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received, 

and that before taking any action thereon, that the Commis
sioners meet the Landscape Architect on the Central Park, and 
personally examine the turf and lawns. 

Adopted. 
It was arranged that the Commissioners would meet the 

Landscape Architect for this purpose at the Casino, on Satur
day, the 22d iust., at 4 o'clock P. M. 

Stealing plants, eggs, &c., from Central Park. 

From the Landscape Architect, reporting that recently there 
have been many acts of stealing, plants, eggs, birds, &c., 
on the Central Park, and that within the last few days one 
of the punch boxes was stolen and another broken, and 
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recommending various steps to be taken to put a stop to these 
acts. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said report be received. 

Adopted. 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that a wooden gate, of a 

kind such as is recommended in said communication, be erected 
at such entrance to the Central Park as the Landscape Archi
tect shall designate. 
. The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the President be au
thorized and directed to have printed and posted at suitable 
places a .I1otice offering a reward, not exceeding $25, for the 
detection and conviction of any person found stealing any 
plants, eggs, birds or other property of the city on the Central 
Park. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the officer in command of the 
police be directed to keep a record of all acts of stealing or 
pilfering of any property from the Central Park, and of injury 
done to the property of the city on Central Park; and that for 
this purpose the Superintendent, Superintending Gardener and 
Director of the Menagerie be directed to advise said officer of 
all such acts as soon as they come to their knowledge. 

Adopted. 
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Lamps on Fifth Avenue. 

From the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works, 
notifying this Department that he had instructed the Metropol
itan and'Harlem Gas-Light Companies to' charge·the'·cost 9ft 
lighting the street lamps on the westerly side of Fifth Avenue, 
from 59th Street to 90th Street, to this Department, from' and 
after June Ist,1875. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received, 
and that he be authorized to forward to the Commissioner of 
the Department of Public Works a letter, which he ~ead, and 
in which it is stated that it is impossible for this Department 
to undertake the responsibility of paying' for the lighting of 
said lamps. 

Adopted. 
Music on Central Park. 

From Mr. C. G. Grafulla, requesting that his band be em-:
. ployed to furnish the music on Central Park during this sum-, 
mer. 

(Minutes, May 5th, 1875, p. 5.) 
Laid on the table. 

Accident at Third A venue Bridge to tug Tkos. Oonn,eU .. , 

From Mr. W. T. Schultz, pilot, and Mr. Ed. Kelly, engineer 
of the tug Thomas Oonnell, complaining of injury done. to said 
tug while passsing through the draw in Third AvenueBridgE}~ 
on April 23d, 1875. 

Also from the Superintendent, reporting upon said accident, ' 
and enclosing a statement of the draw tender, whereby it ~ppe,ars 
that the accident is not chargeable to any neglect of duty on 
his part. 

;,.'>' 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communications be 
received and filed, and that Messrs. Schultz and Kelly be in
formed that neither this Department nor the city is liable on 
account of the accident. 

Adopted. 
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Central Bridge draw. 

From Messrs. E. & S. E. Goodwin, notifying the Depart
ment that the contractor (Thomas Hayden) for rebuilding the 
draw of Central Bridge, is indebted to them in the sum of $730 
for work done on said draw. 

Filed. 

Also from Mr. Otis T. Hall, attorney for Julius Schneider, 
Anthony Slnmbuher, Xavier Miller and Anthony Herman, that 
variolls sums, amounting in all to $142.60, are due by said con
tractor to his clients, for work done on said draw. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, May 7th, 1875, p. 16.) 

Drain in 23d Ward. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, re
porting favorably upon the application of C. M. Vandervoort, 
for permission to lay a pipe drain from his residence on Union 
Avenue in the 23d Ward. 

(MinuteR, April 30th, 1875, p. 693.) 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that permission be given to 
Mr. Vandervoort to lay said pipe drain from his residence to 
the brook crossing and draining Denman Place. Said work 
to be done under the direction of the Superintendent of the 
23d and 24th WarLls, and without any cost 01' expense to the 
city. 

Adopted. 

New Street at Inwood .. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting upon 
the application of Mr. B. L. Ackermann and others with refer
ence to the laying out of a new street at Inwood, west of the 
Bolton Road. 

(Minutes, May 14th, 1875, p. 24.) 
Referred to Commissioner Martin to report upon. 
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Watering Fifth A venue. 

From Mr. James Welsh, offering to water Fifth Avenue from 
59th street to 97th street during the summer months, for $7 
per day. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the offer of Mr. Welsh was at a 
much lower figure than the Department was able to do the 

same work for in previous years, and he moved that he be 
employed upon the terms stated. The work to be done under 
the directions of the Superintendent, and to his satisfaction. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Horses. 

From the Superintendent, stating that the five condemned 
horses would be sold on the 28th inst., as directed by the 
Board, and requesting that others be purchased in their place. 

(Minutes, April 7th, 1875, p. 628.) 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that the President be author

ized and directed to purchase for the use of the Department 
five s1l;itable horses at a cost not exceeding $180 per horse. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Commissioners of Accounts. 

From the Commissioners of Accounts requesting to be fur-
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nished with all the checks signed by the Treasurer and neces
sary vouchers from April, 1860, to April, 1870. 

(Minutes, May 7th, 1875, p. 15.) 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that the request of the Com

missioners of Accounts be complied with. 
Adopted. 

Soldiers and Sailors' Monument. 

From Mr. Launt Thompson, stating that the study of the 
Soldiers and Sailors' Monument is in an advanced state, and 
requesting the Commissioners to examine it. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, Sept. 18th, 1872, p. 518.) 

Sea Wall at the Battery. 

Commissioner O'Donohue, Chairman of the Executive Com
mittee, verbally reported from said committee, and recom
mended that the contractor for repairing the sea wall at the 
Battery be directed to repair, in accordance with his contract, 
all of said sea wall within the enclosure of the Castle Garden 
and which is not covered by a wharf, also the entry to the 
boat basin. That he also be directed to lay the pavement in 
front of that portion of the said wall which was repaired by the 
force in the employment of this Department, where the pave
ment is not already laid, and that he be allowed therefor as 
extra work, the price of $2.50 per lineal foot. That ail said 
work be proceeded with at once. 

(Minutes, May 14th, 1875, p. 24.) 
The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received and rec

ommendations of the Executive Committee adopted by the 
Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
~ee to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows; 
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Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
.ohue-4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman' of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report : ' 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Affleck, W m., & Co., oats and corn .. Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .......... . 
Am. Dist. Tel. Co., rent and services.Maint. and Govt. P, 

and P ......... ,. 

Anwews, Wm. D., & Bro., iron pipe. Museum of Art. .•.. 

Byrne & Co., oats •..•.......•.... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .......... . 

Douglass, Wm. P., rent Mus. of Art.Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .......... . 

Gordon, Robt., Actg. Treas., wages, 

ins., &c ................. ' ...... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P ......... .. 

Howell, A. J.,labor and materials .. Sea Wall at Battery, 

1874 ........... . 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas meter bill. Maint. and Govt. P. 
and P .......... . 

'Harlem Gas Light Co., gas ......... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .••••....•• 

Maint., etc., H. R. 

Bridges ........ . 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ........ Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .......... . 
Maint., etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ••••. 
Maint. etc., H. R. 

Bridges ........ . 

Laying out Monu· 

menting, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards .•• 

$11)2 50 

IS 00 

38 00 

100 00 

2,666 6'1 

1,863 06 

2,892 21 

86 40 

$204 93 

106 92 

311 811 

$'16 99 

16 '111 

5'1 

4 92 

99 13 
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Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas ....... Maint. and Govt. P. 

andP .......... . 

Metropolitan Ga~ Light Co., gas ... dMaint. and Govt. P. 

and P ......... . 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, labor and 

castings. . .. . .................. Maint. and Govt. 1'. 

andP .......... . 

Maint. H. R. Bridges 

Maint., &c., 23d and 

24th Wards-..... 

New York Gas I-,ight Co., gas ....... Maint. and Govt. r. 
and P .......... . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas mc-

ter bill ......................... }faint. and Govt. P. 

andP .•......... 

Riddle & Brintnall, coal. ........... Maint. and Govt. P. 

andP .......... _ 

Museum of Art .... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Simpson, A., bread ............... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P ......... . 

Tysen, David J., vegetables ....... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P., 1874 .... 

.1ysen,. David J., vegetables ........ Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .......... . 

United Farmers' Milk Co., milk .... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .......... . 

Van Riper, Chas., spikes .......... Maint., etc., 2:{d and 

24th Wards ..... . 

Valentine & Briggs, rent of office ... Maint., etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ...... 

Westchester County Gas Light Co., gns .. Maint., etc., H. R 

Bridge .......... .. 

$2 38 

60 00 

39 06 
101 44 

1,056 00 

() &0 

$80 65 

2 00 

9 60 

92 25 

66 99 

6 20 

437 50 

16 20 

20 00 

3000 

6400 

-----
$12,2.02. 90 
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REOAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of I'arks and Places ........ , *,8,21)8 8'1 

Maintenance, &c., Harlem R. Bridges. . . .. .. ... . .. . . .. . . . 2al 49 

Maintenance, <\le., 23d and 24th Wards .... , . . ... . . .. . . .. . 105 81 

Maintenance, Central Park amI Parks ami Places, 1874. . . . . 6~0 (10 

Sea Wall at Battery, 1874....... ...................... 2,8!J2 21 

Laying out, monumentjng, &c., 23d and 2.ah Warde, &c. . . 4 U:l 

City Parks Improvement Fund. .. ..................... \) 60 

Museum of Art .... , ........ " ....................... 4(, 00 

---$12,202 90 

Amounting in the aggregate to the slim of twelve thousand two hundred aud 

two dollars aud ninety cents. 

New York, May 18, 1875. 

DAYID B. WILLIAMSO,"" I 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOlIU>}, f 

Audit/up 
Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners 

O'Donohue-4. 

Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, 

Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Pepartment of Publi.c Park." ,in (Lecomtt with 

1875. 

Mayo. 

May 5 t 
Ma~ 19. f 

David B. Williamson, Treasurm'. 

OR. 

By balance .. , ........•................... 

By cash received from rents and licenses .... 

$1,970 31 

492 49 

$2,46280 
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18'15. 

May [) } 
to 

May 1'7. 

May 1'7 

DR. 

To cash paid intq City Treasury .......... . $701 54 

" balance .................... ""...... 1,761 26 
-- $2,46280 

(Signed) DAVID D. Wn,LIAMSON, 

Tl'casll1'el', D. P. P. 
Wednesday, May 19th, 18'15, 

9.30 A. M. 

Audit of Engineers' fees on works in late town of Morrisania. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com

mittee, offered the following report: 
The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 

examined and audited the following bills of Mr. E. C. Morrison, 
Engineer in charge of the improvements in the territory for

merly constituting the town of Morrisania, in pursuance of pro
ceedings authorized by the Board of Trustees of said town, 

prior to the 1st day of January, 1874, and submit the same to 

the Board for approval. 

IMPROVEMENT. AMOUNT. 

-----------------------------------~-------------

In the matter of regulating, grading and improving 159th Street, from 
3d Avenue to Elton Avenue .............. " ............... . 

In the matter of regulating, grading and improving J51st St.reet, from 
Morris Avenue to Railroad Avenue ..................... , .... . 

In the matter of regulating, grading and improving 13t1th Street, from 
3d to St. Ann's A venue, and scwering said Street from St. Ann's 
Avenue to Millbrook .............. : ....................... . 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

,JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, 

$54 62 

$126 18 

A uditing Committee. 

New York, 21st May, 18'15. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received, that the 

• 
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. Board do now approve the above mentioned bills of the Engi

neer in charge of said improvements, and that the amounts 
thereof be certified to the Finance Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question wheth~r the Board would 
agfee to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

The Lieutenant and Officer O'Hearn. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, whom the President had desig
nated to conduct the trial of Park-keeper Nicholas O'Hearn, on 
a charge preferred by the Lieutenant of a neglect of duty, in 
that he was absent without leave on the 5th and 6th days of 

May, presented the following report: 

To the Oommissioners of the Department qf Public Pa,rks : 

Gentlemen-The underRigned, who was designated by the 
President to examine the case of Park-keeper Nicholas O'Hearn, 
arraigned for neglect of duty in being absent without leave on 
May 5th and May 6th, respectfully reports: 

That the said Nicholas O'Hearn having pleaded" not guilty," 
he proceeded with the hearing of the case and examined the 
accused, Lieutenant Corcoran, Sergeants Von Dohlen and Pye. 

That the evidence adduced showed, in substance, that on the 
4th day of May, 1875, the said O'Hearn applied to Lieutenant 
Corcoran for a leave of absence for one day; that having been 
refused the same, he, on the following day, applied to the Presi
dent of the Department for lhe said leave, first, however, ac
quainting him with the fact that his application had been 
denied by the Lieutenant, and obtained from the Secretary a 
letter, of which the fol~owing is a copy: 

j 

" 
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LIEUT. CORCORAN: 

[Friday, 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, } 

36 Union Square (East). 

NEW YORK, May 5th, 1875. 

Sir,-I am directed by the President to nuthorize you to grant to Officer O'Hearn 

leave of absence for to-day, :md to-morr6W if necessary. 

Resp'y, 

(Signed) Wy. IRWIN, 

Secy. 

That on the 5th day of May, O'Hearn called the attention 
of the Liputenant to the above letter, to which he received the 
reply " That will do, you can go;" ITom which he inferred that 
his leave of absence for May 5th and May 6th had been granted 
in accordance with the authority given by the President. 

That on the 6th day of May, the Lieutenant stated to Ser
geant Pye, in the presence ot Sergeant Von Dohlen, that 
O'Hearn' was absent, and that the President had given him 
leave for one or two days, if necessary. 

That on the 6th and 7th days of May, the said Lieutenant, 
in his daily official reports, certified that O'Hearn was absent 
with leavB on said 5th and 6th days of May. 

This the Lieutenant explains by stating that he had not read 
the official reports which were made out by the Sergeant, and 
did not know their contents at the time of signing, and denied 
that he had given leave of absence to O'Hearn, or used any 
language to that effect. 

The undersigned therefore reports that the said Nicholas 
O'Hearn was not guilty of the neglect of duty charged. 

And, from a careful examination of the whole case, is of the 
opinion that Lieutenant Oorcoran has been guilty of disrespect
ful conduct towards the President of the Department, in that 
he treated the communication of the Secret,ary, written by di
rection of the President, in a contemptuous manner. 

That he has been guilty, by his own admission, of gross neg
lect of duty in signillg official reports without knowing or in
spectillg the contents thereof, and as the charge against 
O'Hearn appears, by the testimony, to be wholly unfounded, 
and not the result of a mistake, the same must have been pre
ferred maliciously. 

And, as the whole matter has been carefullv examined, and 
LiClltenant Oorcoran has had a full and fair llearing, it seems 
unnecessary that another investigatlOl} be had, which must, 
necessarily, have the same result. I would, therefore, instead 
of preferring charges against him, recommend the adoption of 
the following preamble and Resolution: 
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Whet'eas, Lieutenant John Corcoran has been guilty of great 
disrespect to the President of the Department of Public Parks, 
in preferring charges againt a Park-keeper, for being absent 
without leave, after the said President had signified his desire 
that leave should be granted to the said keeper; and 

Whereas, 'rhe said Lieutenant has been guilty of gross neglect 
of duty in signing official reports made to the Board without 
knowing their contents: therefore 

Re8olved, That the said Lieutenant John Corcoran be, and he 
hereby is, suspended without pay, and that Sergeant Von 
Dohlen be, and he hereby is, placed temporarily in command 
of the police force. 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 
Oommis8ioner, D. P. P. 

Dated, May 19th, 1875 . 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received. 

Adopted. 
The PnEsIDENT moved that said report and the preamble and 

resolution therein recommended be adopted by the Board. 

Commissioner MARTIN then moved, as an amendment to said 
motion, that the following preamble and resolution be adopted 
by the board: 

Wherea8, It appears by the evidence on the trial of park
keeper O'Hearn, for absence from duty without leave. 

(1.) That O'Hearn applied to the Lieutenant in command for 
leave of absence, which was refused on the ground that he 
could not sparo llim on the days for which he asked leave of 
absence, and that O'Hearn then replied that he would "carry 
it over his head and go down to the President and get it in 
spite of him." 

2. That O'Hearn thereupon applied to the President for leave 
of absence, and the President gave him a letter to the Lieuten
ant requesting him to give such leave of absence if necessary, 
thus declining to exercise the power given him by the By-Laws 
(Art. 3, sec. 1), and referring the question of the propriety of 
granting the leave of absence to the judgment of the Lieuten
ant. 

3. That the Lieutenant refused to give O'Hearn leave of ab
sence. 

4. That O'Hearn absented himself from duty on the 5th and 
6th of May, and yet remained around the Arsenal and Park. 

Whereas, This was an attempt on the part of O'Hearn, will-
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fully and without reasonable cause, to raise a question with and 
subvert the authority of the Lieutenant in command, and is an 
instance of the insubordination which prevails in the Depart
ment, on the part of certain employes who rely on the protec
tion of Mr. Andrew H. Green, and who assert that he can con
trol the Department against the Commissioners. 

And whereas, The case of O'Hearn will be madn an example 
of successful revolt, unless the Board makes of it a proof of 
the necessity of order and discipline. 

Resolved, That O'Hearn be dismissed from his employment 
as park-keeper. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved tha~ said preamble and 
resolutions offered by Commissioner Madin be laid on the 

table. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion made by Commissioner Williamson, and 
it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the 
members of Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-::!. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree to said motion made by Commissioner Martin, 
and it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the 
members of the Board not voting in favor thereof as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, 0'Donohue-2. 

Noe.s-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said original motion, and it was determined in the 
negative, a majority of all the members of tho Board not voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Martin, 0' Donohue-2. 
Commissioner MARTIN offered the following preamble and 

resolution : 

Whereas, At the trial of Nicholas O'Hearn, a park-keeper, 
on the 15th day of May, 1875, before Commissioner William
son, designated by the President, under section 10 of article 

• 
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II of the By-Laws, Commissioner Martin, who was present, 
put a question to O'Hearn at the close of his examination by 
Commissioner Williamson, which was excluded by Commis
sioner Williamson on the ground that no questions could be 
put except by himself. 

Re8olved, That the decision of Commissioner Williamson was 
erroneous, and that hereafter on the trial of any of the police 
force any Commissioller may pnt questions to any party or 
witness. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree with said preamble and resolution, and it was deter

mined in the negative, a majority of all the members of the 

Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commi'ssioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Noe8-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

Commissioner MAR'rIN then offered the following preamble 

and resolution : 

Wherea8, It appears by the evidence on the trial of Park
keeper O'Hearn, for absence from duty without leave: 

1. That O'Hearn applied to the Lieutenant in command for 
leave of absence, which was refused on the ground that he 
could not spare him on the days for which he asked leave of 
absence, and that O'Hearn then replied that he would" carry 
it over his head, and go down to the President and get it in 
spite of him." 

2. That O'Hearn, thereupon, applied to the President for 
leave of absence, and the President gave him a letter to the 
Lieutenant, requesting him to give such leave of absence if 
necessary, thus declining to exercise the power given him by 
the By-Law (Art. III, sec. 1), and referring the question of the 
propriety of granting the leave of absence to the judgment of 
the Lieutenant. 

3. That the Lieutenant refused to give O'Hearn leave of ab
sence. 

4. That O'Hearn absented himself from duty on the 5th and 
6th of May, and yet remained around the Arsenal and Park. 

Whenas, This was an attempt on the part of O'Hearn, will
fully, and without reasonable cause, to raise a question with 
and subvert the authority of the Lieutenant in command, and 
is an instance of the insubordination which prevails in the De
partment on the part of certain employes who rely on the protec
tion of Andrew H. Green, and who assert that he can control 
the Department against the Commissioners; 

/ 
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And whereas, the case of O'Hearn will be made an example 
of successful revolt unless tho Board makes of it a proof of the 
necessity of order and discipline: 

Resolved, That the action of the President, in interfering on 
behalf of a man so well known to belong to the" Green ring," 
without hearing from the Lieutenant the reasons of his refusal, 
is subversive of the discipline of the police force, and gives 
encouragement to the insubordination which is well known to 
exist in the Department, and to be one of the abuses which 
ought to be eradicated. That the President should either have 
taken the responsibility llimself and havo given the leave of 
absence, or if he refe!Ted the matter to the judgment of the 
Lieutenant, he should not have endorsed the application with
out hearing from the IJieutenant his reasons for refusing. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said preamble amI 

resolution be laid on the table. 
The PUESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in hvor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson, O'Douohllc 

-3. 
Noe-Commissioner Martin-I. 

Parade Ground. 

Commissioner MAE TIN offered the following preamble and 

resolution: 

Whereas, By resolution on the 30th March, 1875, the Cou11sel 
to the Corporation was directed to take proceedings to acquire 
title to the lands laid out for the Military Parade Ground, etc., 

And whereas, The proceeding commencecl by him has been 
disposed of by J udga Barrett of the Supreme Court, on the 
17th May, inst., as follows: 

In the matter of a Parade Ground and the SIt'eet" alld A'IJem,es:-The notice is 

clearly defective, and it is not improved by the refCl'l'IlC0 to the map. There is no 

power of amendment vested in the court. It must aet upon notice either by ap

pointing the Commissioners or declining to do so. To give the court jurisdiction, 

the statute must be strictly complied with, aud the notice must specify the nature 

and extent of the intended improvement as accurately and precisely as the time 

and place of the application. The proceedings must, therefore, be dismissed. 
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Resolved, That the Counsel to the Corporation be requested 
to inform the Board why he took the proceeding in a mode to 
be subjected to such a decision as has been made, and what he 
proposes to do to carry out the directions of the Department. 

(Minutes, "March 30th, 1875, p. 617.) 
Adopted. 

Steps at Mount St. Vi.ncent, Kingsbridge. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Sisters of Charity of the Con
vent at Mount St. Vincent, in the 24th Ward, made application to 

this Department, through Mr. Develin, their attorney, that some 

wooden steps should be placed at the crossing to the railway 

station at Mount St. Vincent, so that passengers would not 
trespass upon their property; and he presented a tracing show

ing the location where the steps were desired. 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said subject ahd 

tracing be referred to the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th 

Wards, to report thereon, and the probable cost of erecting 

said steps. 
Adopted. 

Mowers. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Superbtendent required six 

more mowers. 
(Minntes, May 5th, 1875, p. 5.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the President be au

thorized to restore to employment six laborers heretofore em

ployed by the Department as mowers. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes---Commissioners 

O'Donohue-4. 

Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON, the Board ad

journed at 6.20 o'clock P. M. 

WM. litWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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'VEDNESDAY, MAY 26th~ ."'73. 

9.30 o'clock A.M. 

Adjourned meeting for the purpose of publicly opening pro

posals for the following works: 

1. A frame building on Central Park for the graminivorous 

animals. 
(Minutes, May 19th, 1875, p. 31.) 

2. A new roof on the Music Pavilion, situate on the Mall in 

Central Park. 

(Minutes, May 19th, 1875, p. 31.) 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

·WILLIHISON. 

O'DONOHUE. 

The COMPTROLLER of the City of New York was also present. 

The PRESIDENT moved that, inasmuch as the bill granting the 

appropriation applicable to the payment of the above men

tioned works, although passed by the Legislature, was not yet 

approved by the Governor, the opening of said proposals 
be adjourned until Wednesday, the 2d June,1875, at 9.30 
o'clock A. M. 

Adopted. 
The Comptroller then retired. 
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Streets, &-0 .• in the 23d and 24th Wards. 

The Commissioners then received the following deputation 
from the North Side and Oentral Associations, viz. : 

SamI. E. Lyon, 
William Simpson, 
Webster Woodman, 
William R. Beel, 
Alex. M. Stanton, 
Lewis L. Delafield, 
R. M. Hoe, 
Oharles J. Gillis. 

John J. Orane, 
Richard D. Hamilton, 

Isaac G. Johnson, 
George H. Forster, 
Wm. Caulclwell, 
S. D. Bonfils, 

W. O. Orane. 

The deputation stated their views upon the subject of com
pleting the maps establishing the streets, roads, &c., in the 23d 
and 24th Wards, and presented certain resolutions, adopted by 
the Central Association, at a meeting held on the 14th inst. 

The deputation then retired, and, on motion of the PRESIDENT, 

the meeting adjourned. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2d, lS73. 

9.30 o'clock A. M. 

Adjourned meeting for the purpose of publicly opening pro
posals for the following works: 

1. A frame building on Central Park for the graminivorous 
animals. 

(Minutes, May 26th, 1875, p. 51.) 
2. A new roof on the Music Pavilion, situate on the Mall in 

Central Park. 

(Minutes, May 26th, 1875, p. 51.) 

Present-Commissioner S'l'EBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 
" O'DONOHUE. 

The COMPTROLLl<~H of the City of New York was also present. 

The PRESIDEN'1' moved that, inasmuch ·as the bill grantillg the 
appropriation applicable to t.he payment of the nbove mon
tioned works, although passed by the Legislature, was not yet 
approved by the Governor, the opening of said proposal.be 
adjourned until Wednesday, the 16th June, 1875, at 9.30 
o'clock A. M. 

Adopted. 
The COMPTROLLER having retired, the Board organized in 

regular session at 10 o'clock A. M. 
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Present- Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 
" WILLIAMSON. 
" O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 21st and 26th 

insts. were read and approved. 
The following communications were presented and read: 

Flagging Walks of City Hall Park and Washillgton Square, 

From the Clerk of the Common Council forwarding a copy 

of a resolution of the Board of Aldermon, approved by his 
Honor the Mayor on the 21st Mity, 1875, requosting the Do
partment of Public Parks to cause the sidewalks around the 
City Hall Park and Washington Square to be flagged full 
width, and all the walks in both of them to be flagged four feet 

wide through the centre. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received 
and filed, and that he be authorized to reply thereto, by for
warding to his Honor the Mayor a letter, which he read, stat

ing that the appropriations granted to this Department are not 
sufficient for the purpose, and that a special ttppropriation 
asked for this purpo8e had been refused by the Board of Esti
mate and Apportionment. 

Adopted. 

Parade Ground. 

From the Counsel to the Corpomtioll, with reference to the 
recent decision of the Supreme Court diBIDissing the proceed

ing commenced by him for the purpose of acquiring title to the 
Parade Ground. 

(Minutes, May 21st, 1875, p. 4:8.) 
Filed. 

Lamps on Fifth Av. 

From the Commissioner of the Dopal'tment of Public Works, 
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informing this Department that on the receipt of the letter of 
the President, stating the impossibility of this Department as
suming the responsibility of paying for the lamps on the west 
side of Fifth A venue, from 59th to 90th Streets, he had directed 
that as many lamps as were actually necessary, be maintained 
out of thE;l Appropriation for that purpose granted to the De
partment of Public Works. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, May 21st, 1875, p. 35.) 

Corporation Newspapers. 

From the Secretary of the Board of City Record, notifying 
this Department that at a meeting of the said Board, held on 
the 24th April, 1875, the following newspapers were designated, 
in accordance with the provisions of sec. 111, chap. 335, Laws of 
1873, in which there may be inserted brief advertisements, c~lling 
attention to any contracts to bo awarded or bonds to be sold, 
and referring for full information to the Oity Recm'd, to com
mence on the 12th day of June, 1875, namely: New York Wodd, 

New York Trilmne, Oommercial Adve'l'tiser, Evening Express, 
Sunday Times, Sunday News, Staats Zeitung. 

(Minutes, April 30th, 1875, p. 695.) 
Filed. 

Approaches to Railway Stat.ion. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, with the three 
similar plans of the grades, profiles and ma.ps for filing, of the 
approaches to a proposed railway station on the west side of 
the New York and Harlem Railroad, noar the junction of the 
Southern Boulevard and Berrian A venue. 

(Minutes, April 30th, 1875, p. 687.) 
Commissioner MARTIN thereupon offered the following resolu

tion: 
Resolved, That the President, one of the Officers of the Board 

of Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks be, and 
he hereby is, designated and directed by the said Board t~ 
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certify and file said three similar maps or plans and profiles, 
as provided by law; which said maps or plans and profiles 
show the width, course, windings and grades of a street from 
Berrian Avenue to a proposed station on the New York & Har
lem Railroad north of the Southern Boulevard, as the 8ame 
has been laid out and is hereby determined by the Commis
sioners of the Department of Public Parks, and are signed 
" Geo. S. Greene, Civil and Topographical Engineer," and dated 
" New York, May 25th, 1875." 

The PRESIDENT put the qu('stion whethm the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Repairs to Mount St. Vincent. 

From the Superintendent, enclosing a letter from Mr. C. 

Ryan, requesting that certain repairs to the papering and 

painting of the rooms in Mount St. Vincent be made, the esti

mated cost of which the Superintendent states at from $125 to 
$150. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said communication 

be received, and that the Superintendent be directed to have 
said repairs made immediately at a cost not exceeding $150. 

(Minutes, May 21st, 1875, p. 49.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

8upt's Repol't. 

From the Superintendent, reporting upon the progress of the 

WOl'k done under llis direction for the two weeks ending May 

2..:d,1875. 
(Minutes, May 14th, 1875, p. 24.) 

Filed. 
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3d Avenue. 

From Mr. E. C. Morrison, Engineer in charge of the im

provement of Third Avenue, reporting upon the protest of Mr. 

James Bowes, concerning the progress of the improvement of 

said Avenue between 1GOth and 161st Streets, and stating that 

the work is being advanced as rapidly as he can have it done, 

and that it is owing to the hindrances placed in the way of the 
contractor by the residents along the line of the A venue (Mr. 

Bowes among them) that the work was not completed last 

autumn. 

(Minutes, May 14th, 1875, p. 25.) 
Filed. 

Repairs to Bronx River Bridge. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, stat

ing that one of the bridges over t.he Bronx River i6 in a danger
ons condition, and that to repair it, it will be necessary to em

ploy a house-mover to raise it from its bearings, and recom

mending Mr. E. W. Gilbert as a suitable person to employ in 

that capacity. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received, 
and that the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards be 
authorized to employ Mr. E. W. Gilbert to raise the said bridge 

for the purpose of having it repaired, at a cost not exceeding 

$30 per day, one-half of which only is to be paid by this De

partment, Mr. Gilbert undertaking to look to the Supervisor of 
Westchester County for the payment of the balance. 

The PUESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners St€lbbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 
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Watering the Roads, &c., in the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, re
questing that an engineer be appointed to take charge of the 
engine for pumping water to sprinkle the roads, &c., in the 23d 
and 24th Wal'ds, and also a driver with a double team to bring 

the engine and pump from place to place as H'CIUlt'od, and 
recommending Henry Rich, engineer, and Prel!f'l'ick Weeks, 
with his double team, for these positions, 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communication 

be received, and that Henry Rich, engineer, and Prederick 

Weeks, with his double team, be employed as requested by the 

Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, and that the pay 

of the engineer be fixed at $2.40 per day, 
The PRESIDENT put the question wheth~r the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, 'Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Repairs to Central Bridge. 

From the Engineer of Construction, stating that it is nece,,

flary to make some immediate repairs to the Central Bridg(' 
over Harlem River, and that he will require for that purpose, 
two carpenters and two laborers to help them, 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Engineer of Construction be 

authorized to have said repairs made, and that the Superin
tendent be directed to detail two carpenters and two laborer,; 

for that purpose; the cost of said repairs not to exceed $250. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of tho Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Madin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 
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Central Bridge Draw. 

From the Engineer of Construction, stating that it is im
pOl·tant to decide immediately what course is to be taken with 
reference to the contracimr for the rebuilding of the draw in 

Central Bridge; and that the contractor seems indisposed to 
do anything. 

(Minutes, May 7th, 1875, p. 16.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the whole subject of 

the said contract for the rebuilding of said draw be referred to 

the Executive Committee, with power to take such action as 
may be necessary in the pl'omises. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, alld it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes.-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Reservoir Square. 

From Mr. Robert E. Bateman, requesting that Reservoir 
Square he left open until a later hour in the evening than at 

present. 
From the Landscape Architect, reporting on said communi

cation and estimating the additional cost of keeping said square 
open until eleven o'clock P.M. instead of seven o'clock P.M. as 

at present, as follows: 
Police, per month. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $46 
Light, " " ................................. , 65 
Repairs and ordinary maintenance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Total, per month ....................... , $116 
Also from the Superintending Engineer, reporting that some 

of the lamps in said Reservoir Square are in a bad condition, 
and should be repainted to preserve them from rust, and esti

mating the cost at $30. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said several communications be 

received; that said squl:l.re be kept open each night until eleven 

o'clock P.M., that fifty-two lamps be lighted in said square each 

night until 11 o'clock P. M., and that the repairs to the lamps 
mentioned in the communication of the Superintending En

gineer be made at a cost not exceeding $30. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commis~ioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Pay of Employes on the Sea Wall at the Battery. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, giving the names of employes 

on the Sea Wall at the Battery, and the amounts due to them, 

as follows: 

Edward Van Valkenburgh, March, 1875, ........ , _ ... $20 00 

" " " AI,ril, 
Samuel R. Smith, " 

" " May, 
Charles M. Harris, March, 

" 
" 
" 
" 

.... . ...... . 

, ........... . 

••• •• 0 •• t .... 
.. . ...... . 

7 50 

27 50 
30 00 

55 00 

The PRESIDENT stated that pending the action of the Board 

of Estimate and Apportionment on the application to transfer 

$500 from the appropriation for the repairs of said Sea Wall 
in 1874 to a like purpose in 1875, the above naIlled employet:; 

could not be paid; that said transfer had now been made by 

the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, and he thereforo 
moved that said employes be placed on the next pay rolls for 
the amounts due to them respectively. 

(Minutes, April 7th, 1875, p. 634.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
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agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting· in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Do
nohue-4. 

Wool. 

From the Property Clerk, reporting that he has 7941bs. of 
wool on hand. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said wool bo sold at 
public auction. 

Adopted. 

Sewer in Brook Avenue 23d Ward. 

From Mr. Samuel E. Lyon, requesting that immediate action 
be taken to locate the sewer in Brook Avenue, in the 23d 
Ward. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the Engineer of Con
struction be directed to prepare and submit to the Board, as 
soon as possible, the specifications for the sewer in Brook A ve
nue, from tide-water to the railroad crossing at 156th Street, 
and that when they are approved of, that the Secretary be 
directed to insert the uecessary a<lvertisements for proposals for 
the construction of said sewer. 

(Minutes, July 29th, 1874, p. 173.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue--4. 
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Music. 

From Mr. D. L. Downing, making a proposition to supply 

music on the Central Park during the summer. 
(Minutes, May 5th, 1875, p. 5.) 

Laid on the table. 

Ex-park-keepers Becker, Butler and Donaldson. 

From Messrs. John E. Beckel', Rudolph Butler and J. D. 
Don~dson, applying to be reinstated as park-keepers. 

'. . (Minutes, April 14th, 1875, p. 643 and 651.) 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said application be re

fused. 
Adopted. 

Sea wall at the Battery. 

From Mr. A. J. Howell, making a proposition for additional 
repairs to the sea wall at the Battery. 

(Minutes, May 21st, 1875, p. 38.) 
Laid on the table. 

Rowdies on Central Park. 

From Mr. John J. Burckle, complaining that the Eighth 
Avenue side of the Central Park, near the ball ground, is in
fested by a gang of rowdies. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication be 
filed; and stated that the Lieutenant who was present, reported 
that he had attended to this matter, and hoped in a few days 
to break up the gang and rid the Park from the nuisance. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Ohairman of the Auditing Com
mittee presented the following report. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
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Affleck, Wm., &; Co., hay, oats, etc .••• Maint. & Govt. P. 

,&;P ..•.••..•.•.. 

Byrne &; Co., hay, oats, etc ....... " .Maint. & Govt., P. 

&;P ......••..... 

Florence, Wm. R., services .....•.... Maint. of Bridges .. 

Moran &; Armstrong, labor and mate-

rials .. '" .............. , ...... Museum of Art .... . 

Nichols, S. P., horse ................ Maint. &; Govt. P. 

&;P .....••..... 

/ Rollins, True W., iron and labor .. " .Mus. Nat. Rist ..... 

Titus, Sarah, services. . .. . ......... Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wds., etc ....... . 

Watson Manfg. Co., iron and labor .... Mils. of Art ....... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places ........ . 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem River Bridges ............. . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ........•....... ' 

$866 28 

104 16 

12 50 

Museum of Art.. . ..... ....... ................... 22,143 00 

Museum of Natural History............. .... ... ...... 29,000 00 

$353 40 

262 88 

10416 

1,843 00 

260 00 
1 , 
, 211,000'00 

\ ' 1290 

20,30000 

$52,121i!l4 

---t52,125 94 

Amounting in the aggregate to the SUIll of fifty-two thousaud one hundred and 

twenty-five ,dollars aud ninety.four ,cents. 
(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE; 

HENRY G. STEBBINa, 

Auditing 'OQmmitfee. 
New York, June 2d, 1875. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay
ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question wbether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

I ' 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners' S~ebbins, 

O'Donohue---4: ' 

~artin, 'Wi1liamson~ , 
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Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be printed in the minutes: 
Departmt'llt of PuNic Parks, in account with 

David B. Williamson, Treasurer. 
18'15. CR. 

May 19. By balance.. .... .. .. .... ...... ........... $1,'161 26 

$1,808 80 

May 19.} .. cash recehed from rent, licenses, grass and 
to 

Jnne 2. pound ..................... ' ......... . 4'1 54 

1875. DR. 

-May 19} 
to To cash paid into City Treasury ....... , ..... . 

June 2 . 
$56 54 

• June 2. "balance. . . ... ..... ..... . .... ,. .... 1,752 26 

$1,808 80 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

Treasurtr, D. P. P. 
Wednesday, June 2d, 1875. 

9.30 A. M._ 

Certificate on Audited Bills. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the communication of 
the Comptroller with relation to a certificate of the necessity 
for each 'expenditure made by the Department of an amount 
less than $1,000, in pursuance of Sec. 92, Chap. 335, Laws of 
] 873, reported thl1t this requirement of the law is, and has been, 
complied with by this Department. 

(Minutes, May 10th, 1875, p. 19.) 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said report be re
ceived and adopted by the Board. 

Adopted. 

Extension of W"bster and Brook A venues. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the Civil and Topo
graphical Engineer be directed to report to the Board the 
estimated cost of the confltruction of the extension of Webster 
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and Brook Avenues, as laid out .on the map or plan submitted 
by him to the Board. 

(Minutes, April 30th, 1875, p. 691.) 

Adopted. 

New street at Inweod. 

Commissioner MARTIN, to whom was referred the communi
cation of the Civil and Typographical Engineer, with the map 
or plan of a new street at Inwood, reported progress, and 
moved that the Civil and T.vpographical Engineer be directed 
to report the estimated cost of the construction of said new 
street, as laid out on said map or plan. 

(Minutes, May 21st, 1875, p. 36.) 
Adopted. 

Brook avenue and the Parade Ground. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that this Department notify 
the Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, appointed or 
to be appointed, for the purpose of acquiring title to Brook 
avenue in the 23dWard, and the Parade Ground; that all 
surveys and maps of said avenue and Parade Ground which 
they may require in the discharge of their duty will be fur
nished to them on application to this Department. 

(Minutes, July 29th, 1874, p. 73, and June 2d, 1875, p. 54.) 
Adopted. 

Goats in Central Park. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that signs be posted at such 
places on the Central Park as the Landscape Architect shall 
designate, to the effect that all goats found on the Central 
Park will be liable to he shot 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. 

The PRESIDENT presented estimate No.2, amounting to 
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$2,000, for work done by John.Hogan, contractor for the gran
ite work of the Museum of Art in the Central Park, and 
moved that it be audited and transmitted to the Finance De
partment for payment, without waiving the notice given to 
said contractor, by the resolution of the Board, on the lOth 
May, 1875, and entered on page 20 of the minutes. 

(Minutes, May 10th, 1875, p. 20.) 
The PBESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tiVE!, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in fa

vor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

The PRESIDENT presented a certified copy of Chapter 351, 
Laws of 1875, directing the Board of Commissioners of this 
Department to establish and equip the Museum of Natural 
History building now erected on Manhattan Square, and di
recting the Oomptroller of the city to issue a public fund or 
stock for that purpose to such an amount, llOt exceeding $200-
000, as shall be certified by resolution of said Board to be 
necessary. 

(Minutes, March 6th, 1875, p. 567.) 
Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Comptroller of the city of New York be, 

and he hereby is, requested to issue a public fund or stock, to 
be denominated the "Consolidated Stock of the city of New 
York," to the amount of two hundred thousand dollars, as 
directed by section 2, chapter 351, Laws of 1875, said sum 
being necelilsary for the equipment of the building of the 
Museum of Natural History. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 
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Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Commissioner MAUTIN then moved that the Superintending 
Architect be directed to report to the Board in detail what 
works are necessary to be undertaken and completed, in con
nection with the Museum of Natural History building, in order 
to comply with the directions of chap. 351, Laws of 1875. 

(Minutes, March 17th, 1875, p. 574.) 

Adopted. 

Fireworks, &c., on July 4th. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the subject of procuring fire
works and music, and making other arrangements for the 
celebration of Independence Day (Julj 4th, 1875), be referred 
to the Landscape Architect, with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE the Board ad
journed at 12 o'clock M., to meet on Friday the 4th jnst., at 9 
0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN,. 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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FRIDAY, JUNE Lith, 1873. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON the reading of the 
minutes of the previous meeting of the 2d inst. was dispensed 
with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Gardening force. 

From the Landscape Architect upon the organization of the 
gardening force. 
(Minutes, Feb. 23d, 1875, p. 534, and March 19th', 1875, p~ 595.) 

Laid on the table. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting what work is 
necessary to be done to establish and equip the building for 
the Museum of Natural History. 

(Minutes, June 2d, 1875, p. 67.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSf)N moved that said communication 

be received and referred to the Executive Committee to 
report. 

Adopted. 

Steps at Mt. St. Vincent, 24th Ward. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, re
porting upon the application of the Sisters of Oharity of the 
(lonvent at Mt. St. Vinoent." in the 24th Ward, to ha.ve some 

I 
I 
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wooden steps constructed to enable passengers to go to and 
from the railroad station without trespassing upon the grounds 

of the convent. 
(Minutes, May 21st, 1875, p. 49.) 

Laid on the table. 

Contracts executed in 18'14. 

From the Comptroller of the City, stating that, where con
tracts have been executed in 1874, but the supplies furnished 
and used in 1871), the only proper course is to charge the 
amount for such supplies to the appropriation for 1874. 

Filed. 

Gatekeeper A. Watson. 

From Gate-keeper Andrew Watson, resigning his position 
from May 31st, 1875. 

Accepted and ordered filed. 

Grand Street Park. 

From Dr. Nelson Place and about 150 other residents of the 
7th and 13th Wards, complaining of the condition of Grand 
Street Park, and especially of the urinal erected therein. 

Referred to the Landscape Architect to report upon. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Cooper, Hewitt &; Co., wire .......... Maint. and Govrnt. 

Parks andP ..... $!l 70 
CrimminB, J. D., mould ••....... " ... Maint. and Govmt. 

ParkB and P •... 622 26 
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Composite Iron Works Co., lamp post .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Donaldson, Thomas, gas brackets ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

De Grauw., Aymar &; Co., tar pitch, &;c.Maint. and Govmt.. 

Parks and P ..... 

Florence, Wm. H., services .........•. Maint. and Govmt. 

H. R. Bridges ... 

Gold &; Stock Telegraph Co. rent of line.Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Gray, Wm. H.,whip, harness and wagon.Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks andP ..... 

Holbrook, E. F., &; Bros., glass ......•. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Maint.,23d and 24th 

Wards ........ . 

Musem of Natural 

History ....... . 

Martin, J. M. C., &; Sous, feather 

dusters .......................... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

McDermott, John, meat ............ , .Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

N. Y. Staats Zeitung, advertising., •... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Maint., etc., H. R. 

Bridges ....... . 

City Parks Impt. 

'.Fund ...... '.' ... . 

Rayndds, C. T., &; Co., vRrnish, etc .... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

'Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards, etc .. 

$8800 

200 

6 58 

104 16 

62 50 

369 00 

.13 20 

$59 59 

Hi 26 

1 75 
---- 76 60 

IS 19 

IS2 00 

61 32 

$8 70 

6 90 

8 40 
---- 24 00 

$31 00 

7 25 
38 25 
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Tysen, David J., veg.etables .... ' .. , .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Verplanck Bros., horse collar ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Walton Bros., whistles ............. , . Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

REOAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Govemcnt of Parks and Places .... . 

Maintenance Harlem River Bridges .... " . . . . .. . .. . 

$1,924 64 

III 06 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards ........ , .... . 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d aud 24th Wards, etc. 

Museum Natural History ......................... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund .................... . 

Hi 26 

7 25 

1 75 

840 

$416 60 

18 00 

6 00 

$2,068 36 

$2,068 36 

Amouuting in the aggregate to the sum of two thousand and sixty-eight 

dollars and thirty-six c,mts. 

(Signed) 

New York, June 4,1875. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, 

H. G. STEBBINS, 

Auditing Oommittee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

'fhe PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners 
O'Donohue-4. 

Stebbins, :Martin, Williamson, 



June f, 18ilS.] 73 

Reduction of Wages 

The PRESIDENT reported that, in pursuance of the request of 
the Board, he had met with his Honor the Mayor and the 
heads of the various departments of the City Government on . 
the subject of the reduction of the price of labor. That at 
the meeting, which was held in the Mayor's Office, it was 
unanimously agreed that laborers in the employment of the 
City Government should be paid by the hour, and not by the 
day, and that the rate 8hould be fixed at twenty cents per hour, 
which rate would give the laborers who should work for ten 
hours each day the same pay they now receive for eight hours 
work. He also presented a schedule showillg the price at which 
it was agreed at said meeting to fix the pay of foremen, me
,chanics, &c. 

(Minutes, April 23d, 1875, p. 678.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be accept

ed, and the schedule presented by the President filed. 
Adopted. 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON then offered the following resolu

tion: 
Resolved, That from and after the 5th day of June, 1875, the 

pay of all persons employed by the Department of Public Parks 
III the undermentioned capacities be, and hereby is, fixed at 
the following rates, namely: 
Mechanical engineer in charge. .. $6 00 per day. no extra time to I;>e allowed. 
Foremen of masons. . . . . . . ... . . . . .. 5 00" " '" 
Foremen of carpenters.. . .. ....... 5 00 
Painter in charge.................. 4 50 
Foremen of laburers .............. 4 00 
Assistant do.. . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. 30 per hour employed. 
Laborers. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ~O" " 
Rockmen .....•.... _ .... . . •. . . . . . . . 23 
Blasters. . . .. . . . . .• .... . . . . . . . . . 25 
Skilled laborers.................. 23 
Blacksmiths. . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. 431 
Blacksmiths' helpers.............. 25 
Carpenters....................... 3'7t 
Masons........ ••............... 43! 
Plumbers .........•• " . . .. . . .. . . . 3'7t 
Painters ...... ,.. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . S'7t 
Two-horse team and wagon ....... _ 62t 
Two-horse team without wagon... .. 56t 
Horse and cart. . . •. . . . . • • . . . . . . . .. 40t 
Horse without cart. . . .. .. _....... 3'7t 
Division gardeners.. ............. 30 
Gardeners ••..••.•••••• " .• • ... • • 211 
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Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following preamble 
nd resolutions, as an amendment to said resolution offered by 
Commissioner Williamson : 

I.-Whereas, the wages of mechanics and laborers in this 
Department have been higher than the wages paid for similar 
work in this city. 

II.-Whereas, there are many laborers seeking employment 
at low rates. 

III.-Whereas, the amount allowed for maintenance by t.he 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment compels the Depart
ment to reduce its expenditures to a lower sum per week than 
the judicious management of the Parks requires. 

IV.-Whereas, the resumption of labor this spring on the 
works of this Department has been delayed three months by 
the opposition of Mr. Andrew H. Green to the appropriation 
bil1 in the Legislature, and it is harder on the laborer to cut 
off three months from the season's work than to reduce his 
wages by the day. 

V.-Whereas, the obstructions and delays Mr. Green inter
poses to the public work, which this Department and other de
partments propose to carry forward, hinders the progress of 
works necessary for the public interests, and which by giving 
full employment to laborers would sustain the rate of wages. 

Therefore, 
Resolved, That each mechanic and laborer who gives notice 

that he prefers to work ten hours a day shall be enrolled for 
such work, and shall receive pay for the two additional hours, 
at the rate per hour specified in the schedule of rates. 

Commissioner WILLtAMSON then moved that the 4th and 5th 
clauses of the preamble offered by Commissioner Martin be 
stricken out. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 



June 4,1875.] 75 

The PRESIDENT then put tho question whether the Board 

would agree to said original resolution, with the amendment 
offered by Oommissioner Martin, and it was determined in 
the negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
Noes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree to said original resolution, offered by Oommis
sioner Williamson, and it was determined in the negative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Noe.s-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Commissioner's Badge. 

Oommissioner WILLIAMSON moved that a commissioner's 
badge be purchased for Oommissioner O'Donohue. 

(MinnLes, Jan'y 9th, 1875, p. 443.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the B.oard voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 
Commissioner O'Donohue was, by consent, excused from 

voting. 

3d Avenue Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the old flooring on the 3d Avenue 
Bridge, over Harlem River, which is being removed by the con
tractor for laying a new floor, is reported by the Engineer of 
Oonstruction to be' worthless, and that if left piled at the bridge, 

will obstruct travel. 
(Minutes, April 30th, 1875, p. 684.) 

\ 
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Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the subject of the 
disposal of said old flooring be referred to the President, with 
power. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the Board adjourned 
at 11 o'clock A. M" to meet on Wednesday, the 9th inst., at 9 
o' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretal'Y, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9th, 18'13. 

Adjourned Meeting, 9 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 2d and 4th insts. 
were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Permission to J. D. Ottiwell, to ~et, curb, &c., in 23d Ward. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy of 
a resolution approved by his Honor the Mn.yor, on the 8th inst., 
whereby permission is given to Mr. John D. Ottiwell to set the 
curb and gutter stones and flag the sidewalks in front of his 
property, being the block of ground bounded by 142<1. and 
143d Streets, St. Ann's and Brook Avenues, tbeworkto be done 
at his own expense and under the direction of the Commis
sioners of Public Parks. 

The PRESIDENT moved. that said communication be referred 
to the Engineer of Construction, to report upon. 

Adopted. 

Pay of men employed in Menagerie. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that the men 
employed to care the animals, &c., must necessarily be engaged 
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each day more than eight hours, and requesting that they be em

ployed on such terms as will enable him to have their sorvices 

for such length of time each day as may be necessary. 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communication 

be received, and that all men employed in the Menagerie under 
the supervision of the Director, be paid at the rate of $16 per 

week, they to give such time as may be necessary, in tho opin
ion of the said Director, for the proper discharge of their duties. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board'would 

agree to said motion, and. it was determined in tho affirmative, 
a majority of all the mombers of tbe Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Grand Street Park. 

From the Landscape Architect, reporting upon the communi
cation of Dr. Nelson Place and others with reference to the 

condition of Grand $treet park. 

(Minutes Juno 4th, 1875, p. 70.) 
Received and filed. 

Superintendent's Report. 

From the Superintendent, reporting tho progress of works 
under his charge for the two weeks ending June 5th, 1875. 

. (Minutes, June 2d, 1875, p. 56.) 
Filed. 

156th street, 23d Ward. 

From Rev. J. HindleI', pastor of the Gorman M. E. Ohurch, 
Melrose, requesting that 156th Street, on which street said 
church is situated, be opened. 

(Minutes, March 3d, 1875, p. 546.) 
Referred to Oommissioner Martin to report npon. 

Maintenance of the turf on Central Park 

The PRESIDENT reported that since the meeting of May 21st, 
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1875, a majority of the Commissioners had visited the Central 
Park and examined the condition of the turf, as then requested 

by the Landscape Architect, and moved that the following 
statement of their observations be entered on the minutes: 

It is found that on a large part of the ball ground, the East 
Green where it has beon used as a croquet ground, the ground 
adjoining the Mall where walking has been allowed on Satur
days and Sundays, and Oil all other grounds subject to foot wear, 
the turf of the park is DOW in large parts dead, while in other 
parts the fine and suitable grasses have been superseded by un
desirable annuals and coarse grasses; that in other places where 
the turf had been protected fl'om foot wear, it is still in a fair 
condition. That these [md other circumstances demonstrate 
that the use of the turf hitherto permitted has been excessive, 
and that greater restrictions need to be placed upon it than 
have hitherto been thought necessary. 

(Minutes, May 21st, 1875, p. 33.) 
Adopted. 

Suspension Bridge. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that tho subject of adopting 

the plans for the approaches to the Suspension Bridge over the 

Harlem River, at 181st Stroet, be now taken up. 
(Minutes, May 14th, 1875, p. 26). 

Commissioner O'DONOHU]~ moved that said subject be laid 
over until the next meeting of the Board; which was 

Adopted. 

Sewer in Brook Avenue. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the Civil and. Topograph

ical Engineer be c1il'octed to prepare and submit to the Board, 
as soon as possible, plans for Mill Brook sewer in Brook Avenue, 
from tide-water to the railroad-crossing at 156th Street. 

(Minutes, June 2d, 1875, p. 61). 

Adopted. 

Ball Ground. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the Ball Ground in 

the Central Park be open, subject to the rules of the Depart-
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ment, for base ball from the 12th June inst. to the 15th of next 
September, at which time it shall be ploughed up and re

grassed. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Night Watchmen. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the following named per
sons, when favorably reported upon as to their physical quali
fications by the Police Surgeon, be appointed night watchmen, 
viz.: Michael Sheehan, Cornelius Sanford, Patrick Sullivan, 
Charles Bernhard and Michael R. Halpin. 

(Minutes, May 14, 1875, p. 29.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Auction sale. 

The Treasurer stated that the auctioneer had made a return 
of the sale of the horses and the two houses on Riverside Park 
amounting in all to $204, less his fees and advertising $16.80, 
and moved that same be accepted. 
(Minutes, March 27,1875, p. 607 and April 30th, 1875, p. 695). 

Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the Board adjourned 
at 10:30 A. M., to meet on Friday, the 11th inst., at 9 o'clock 

A.M. 
WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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FRIDAY, JUNE 11th, IS73. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

On motion of Commissioner WILI.JAMSON, the reading of tIle 
minutes of the previous meeting of the 9th inst. was dispensed 
with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Riverside Avenue. 

From the Comptroller of the city, calling the attention of the 
Department to the fact that a petition of property owners, to
gether with a resolution, for the regulation, grading, &c., of River
side Avenue, from 72d to 85th Street, and from 88th to 130th 
Street, had been presented to the Board of Aldel'men on the 
3d inst.; and forwarding copies of two opinions of the Counsel 
to the Oorporation on the subject of the legality of executing 
said work. 
(Minutes, Jan'y 20th and Feb'y 17th, 1875, p. 463 and 517.) 
Filed. 

Courtland and Fordham Avenues. 

From the Secretary of the Health Department, forwarding a. 
copy of the following resolution adopted by the Board of 
Health on the 8th inst, viz. : 
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Resolved, That copies of the reports of Sanitary Inspec
tors on the condition of gutters on Oourtland Avenue, at 154th 
155th, 156th, 157th, 158th and 159th Street, and of the ditch 
at east side of Fordham Avenue, 25 yards south of Marble 
Street, be forwarded to the Department of Public Parks for the 
necessary action. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards 
to report. 

Central Bridge Draw. 

Oommissioner MARTIN, from the Executive Oommittee, re
ported progress in the matter of the contract for the rebuild
ing of the draw in Oentra] Bridge; and recommended that the 
Department, by its own force, take immediate steps to place 
the old draw in working order, at a cost not exceeding 
$1,000. 

(Minutes, June 2d, 1875, p. 59.) 
Oommissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be accept

ed, and the recommendation therein adopted by the Board. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue--4. 

Tinsmith and Plumber-23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the rate of pay of persons em
ployed in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards in the 
undermentioned capacities be fixed as follows: 
Plumbers. " ................................ $3 50 per day 
Tinsmiths. ...................... .......... 3 50 " " 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 
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Engineer for Steam-engine, 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Superintendent of the Twenty
third and Twenty-fourth wards was unable to procure the ser
vices of Henry Rich as engineer for the steam engine, and being 
obliged to have said engine set to work at once, had employed 
C. W. Green as such engineer, and he therefore moved that 
said C. W. Green be employed by the Board in said capacity 
ITom the time of his employment by the Superintendent of the 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards and until two weeks 
from this date, at the rate of $2.40 per day. 

(Minutes, June 2d, 1875, p. 58.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

3d Avenue. 

Commissioner MARTIN mOTed that the Counsel to the Cor
poration be requested to give his opinion upon the following: 

1. Whettter there is any legal question or objection in letting 
out the work of paving Thii'd Avenue, ITom Westchester 
Avenue to the Northern boundary of the Twenty-third Ward, 
under the ordinance of the Common Council for that purpose, 
in one contract or in two separate contracts, as the Board may 
determine. 

(Minutes, May 5th, 1875, p. 11.) 

2. Whether 'the filling in of the streets intersecting Third 
Avenue between 147th Street and Harlem River, so as to make 
their crossings correspond with the new grade as directed by 
the ordinance of the Common Council can be included in the 
contract for grading Third Avenue; and also whether, under 
said ordinance, the pavement now laid on said portion of said 
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avenue can be removed and relaid; and whether the ordinance 
already framed is sufficient, or any new ordinance is required. 

(Minutes, Jan'y 9th, 1857, p. 441.) 
Adopted. 

Thinning Plantations. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Mr. O. C. Bullard, had been 
employed by the Board for the purpose of thinning the 
plantations in the Central Park on the 3d day of March 
last, for thirty days from that date. 'rhat he had only 
worked for fifteen of said thirty days, but that since their ex
piration he had, under the direction of .the Landscape Archi
tect, worked for the remaining fifteen days. That he was paid 
on the pay-roll for the first Hfteen days, but could not be for the 
second, as his time of employment by the Board had expired. 
He then presented a bill for the amount due Mr. Bullard for 
his services for said last fifteen days, amounting to $135, and 
moved that the Board authorize and approve thereof. 

(Minutes, March 3d, 1875, p. 549.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, 
O'Donohue-4. 

Report to his Hon. the Mayor. 

The PRESIDENT then presented to the Board the report to 
his Hon. the Mayor, as directed by Sec. 27, Chap. 335, Laws 
of 1873, of the transactions of this Department, for the three 
months ending March 31st, 1875. 

Oommissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be ap
proved and the President requested to sign and transmit it to 
his Hon. the Mayor. 

Adopted. 
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Accounts of Museum of Nat. History Building. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the First Clerk be directed 
to show by proper entries in detail in the books of the Depart
ment, the exact expenditures, both actual and estimated, of the 
fund for the erection of the building for a Museum of Natural 
History. 

Adopted. 
. 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON, the Board adjourned 
at 10.45 A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16th, 1873. 

9.30 o'clock A. M. 

Adjourned meeting for the purpose of publicly opening pro
posals for the following works: 

1. A frame building on Central Park for the graminivorous 
animals. 

(Minutes, June 2d, 1875, p. 53.) 

2.A new roof on the Music Pavilion, situate on the Mall in 
Central Park. 

(Minutes, June 2d, 1875, p. 53.) 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

The Comptroller of the City of New York was also present. 

The PRESIDENT moved that, inasmuch as the bill granting the 
appropriation applicable to the payment of the above mem
tioned works, although passed by the Legislature, was not yet 
approved by the Governor, the opening of said proposals be 
adjourned until Wednesday, the 23d June, 1875, at 9.30 
0' clock A. M. 

Adopted. 

The Comptroller having retired, the Board organized in 
regular session at 10 o'clock A. M. 
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The minutes of the previous meetings of the 9th and 11th 

insts. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Permission to J. D. Ottiwell to set curb, &c., in 23d Ward. 

From the EnginetJr of Oonstruction reporting upon the per
mission granted to Mr. J. D. Ottiwell to set, curb, &c., in 

front of his property in the 23d Ward. 
(Minutes, June 9th, 1875, p. 77.) 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said report be received 
and filed, and that the Engineer of Construction be directed to 
supervise said work without expense to the city. 

Adopted. 

Drinking Fountain at the Circle. 

From Mr. Henry Bergh, President of the American Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, requesting that a 
drinking fountain be placed at the Circle, where the Boulevard 
and 8th Avenue meet. 

Referred to the Landscape Architect to report. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Oalvert Vaux, architect, recommending that a 
modification be made in the plans of the building for the Mu
seum of Natural History, by substituting tile or cement instead 
of boarding for the floor, and submitting a proposition of 
Messrs. D. O. Weeks & Son, the contractors for the mason work 
of said building, by which they offer to make the changes in the 
arches of said building, which would be rendered necessary by 
such modification, for $945. 

Oommissioner MARTIN moved that said communicntion be 
received and referred to the Superintending Architect to 
report upon. 

Adopted. 
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Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report ~hat they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Am. Dist. Telegraph Co. rent and ser-

vices .......................... : .Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Bullard, O. C., services ............... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Cook, Ebenezer, sponges .••......... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Douglass, W. P., rent Mus. of Art ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Hall, James, regulating, &c., 3d Avenue 

Morrisania .....................•. Impt. 3d A venue, 

Morrisania ..... 

Gates, Churche & Co., lumber .....••. Maint.,23d and 24th 

Wards ......... . 

Kohler & Perkins, gravel .•••......... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P. 1874 

Labagh, Wm. 0., rock salt ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

New York Gas Light Co., gas ....•.... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks andP ..... 

Oakley, Whitson, horses ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Vanderbilt Bros., mower parts ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P •... 

Central Gas Light Co., gas .••..... ~ .. Maint., etc., H. R. 

Bridges ....... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ....... $2,4'18 92 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards... .............. 108 24 

Maintenance, &c., Harlem River Bridges ................ . 64 00 

$9 22 

185 00 

4 00 

666 6'1 

6,'138 1'1 

108 24 

1,172 8'1 

6 10 

'104 00 

900 00 

53 93 

64 00 

$10,562 20 
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Maintenance, &;c., Central Park and Parks and Places, 1874.$1,172 87 

Improvement 3d Avenut', Morrisania .....•...•.•....•... 6,738 17 
$10,562 20 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of ten thousand five hundred and sixty. 

two dollars and twenty cents. 

(Signed) 
DAVID B. WILLIAMSON. 

Auditing Committee. 
New York, June 15, 1875. 

The Auditing Committee beg ieave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Affleck, Wm., &; Co., hay, oats &;c., .... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Adams, Union, &; Co., Berlin gloves ... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Barratt, Oliver, repairs to lamps .... ' .Maint. H.R. Bridges. 

Barron, James S., &; Co., matches, 

brooms, die., .••..••.••.•..••....•. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Cartwright, Wm., fish and vegetables .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Colwell Lead Co., lead pipes .....•.••.. Maint. etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ..... . 

Coffin, Paul C., &; Co., axes ...•..... , . Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Gatchel, A. S., hOS6 and gas tips .••... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Graham &; Co., keep of horse, May .... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ..... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas at stables, 

and Mt. St. V ................ ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Holt, Horace, dies and ribbon ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Johnston, J. 0., putting up awnings ... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Jube, John P., &; 00., carriage hardware.Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Surveying, laying 
out, etc., 23d and 
24th Wards ..... 

$42 55 

4 88 -

$330 52 

126 00 

20 00 

81 12 

124 97 

140 94 

15 00 

68 00 

30 00 

37 1)0 

7 1)0 

7 75 

4'1 88 
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Keuffel &; Esser, drainage mat'ls .... " . Surveying laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ..... 

Kohler &; Perkins, graveL ..•. : ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P., 1874. 

Leverett, Josiah S., &; Co., rubber hose.Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, May .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

McNab &; Harlin Mfg Co., plumbing 

mat'ls ................... , ....•.. Maint. and Govmt. 
Parks and P ..... 

Place, Geo., emery wheeL ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Siney &; Langstroth, lap.robe, etc ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Titus, Sarah, services ............... Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ........ . 

United Farmer's Milk Co., milk ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Verplanck Bros., lap-robe, &;c ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Vanderbilt Bros., grass seed, mowers, 

&;c ............................ _ .. Maint, and Govrnt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Valentine &; Briggs, rent of office ...... Maint 23d and 24th 

Wards ......... 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ... 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places 1874 .. 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem River Bridges ........... . 

Maintenance, &;c., 23d and 24th Wards ............ , . 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc. 

$1,198 16 

2,375 00 

20 00 

183 44 

84 83 

$50 00 

2,375 00 

50 00 

50 Oil 

35 20 

3 10 

20 66 

12 50 

16 74 

3 50 

223 00 

30 00 

$3,856 43 

$3,856 43 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirty-eight hundred and fifty. six 

dollars and forty-three cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, June III, 1875. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

Auditing Oommittee. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to sai~ motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minut,es. 

Department of Public Pal'ks, in account with 

David B. Williamson, TI'easurer. 

1875. CR. 

June 2. By balance, ...... , •••............... , •••. $1,752 26 

J
Jun:o 2 t "s~:;!~~~~i.~e.d. ~~~~. r~~~ ~~~e~.s~~ .~~~ ~~~~:.~ 
une 16.) 

1,471 37 
$3,223 63 

1875. DR. 

June 2} 
to To cash paid into City Treasury. , . . . ... . . . . .. $1,484 37 

June 16. 

June 16. "balance ............ , .... ' ... ,.. .... 1,739 26 

-- $3,22363 

Wednesday, June 16, 1875. 

9.30 A. M. 

Night Watchmen. 

(Signed) 
DAVID B. WILLIAMSON. 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

The PRESIDENT then presented the reports of the Police 
Surgeon on the physical qualifications of the following named 
persons, appointed as night watchmen on the 9th inst., viz. : 
Cornelius Sanford, Charles Bernhard, Patrick Sullivan, Michael 
R. Halpin and Michael Sheehan. All said reports are favor
able; but it appears that the last named (Michael Sheehan) is 
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above the age limited for applicants for appointment on the 

police force. 
(Minutes, Jan. 19th, 1874, p. 530, and June 9th, 1875, p. 80.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said reports be ac

cepted and approved in the cases of Cornelius Sanford, Charles 
Bernhard, Patrick Sullivan and Michael R Halpin, and that 
ThomasRyan be appointed a night watchman, in place of said 
Michael Sheehan, when favorably reported upon by the Police 
Surgeon as to his physical qualifications. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Special-keeper M. J. Kelly. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, whom the President designated 
to conduct the trial of Special-keeper M. J. Kelly, on a charge 
of neglect of duty in being absent without leave on the 8th inst., 
verbally reported that he found him guilty, and recommended 
that he be fined five days' pay, and cautioned that on the next 
conviction of a like offense he shaH be dismissed. 

(Minutes, September 30th, 1874, p. 280.) 
The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received, and the 

recommendation adopted. 
Commissioner MARTIN moved, as an amendment to said mo

tion, that Special-keeper M. J. Kelly be dismissed from the 
employment of the Department. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE then moved that the whole subject 
be laid over until the next meeting of the Board, which was 

Adopted. 

Tracings, &c., of the 24th Ward. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Civil and Topographical En-
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gineer be directed to furnish Commissioner Martin with such 

tracings of the Fordham Heights, Spnyten Duyvil and River
dale districts in the 24th Wards, as he may require, for the pur
pose of enabling him to present his views in respect to the lm

provement of said districts. 
(Minutes, April 30th, 1875, p. 691.) 

Adopted. 

General Foreman Manning. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE stated that he had been informed 

by a citizen that he had at various times paid foremen in the 
employment of the Department for speci.al privileges granted to 

him on Central Park, and that he had at one time paid $100 to 
General Foreman Manning for a like consideration. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that Commissioner O'Dono
hue be requested to examine and investigate the matters to 

which he referred, and to report to the Board thereon. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Natural History. 

Commissioner MARTIN, from the Executive Committee, ver

bally reported that the work of establishing and equipping the 
building for the Museum of Natural History should be pro
ceeded with at once, and with that object recommended the 
adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That prepare and submit 
to the Board the working plans, specifications and estimates of 
the several works specified in the communication of the Super
intending Architect, presented to the Board on the 4th inst. 

(Minutes, Jure 4th, 1875, p. 69.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted, and the 
resolution recommended adopted by the Board. 

Adopted. 

Saddle horse. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the President be au-
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thorized to purchase a suitable saddle-horse for the use of the 
officer in command of the police force while in the discharge of 
his duty. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Watchman at Mount Morris Square. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent be directed 
to detail, temporarily, to the Lieutenant, a man for night duty 
at Mount Morris Square. 

Adopted. 

Statue of O'Connell. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had been waited upon by a 
committee of citizens who are desirous of placing a statue of 
Daniel O'Connell in the Central Park. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said subject be refer
red to the President and the Landscape Architect, with the re~ 
quest that they should report to the Board a suitable site on 
which to locate said statue in the event of its acceptance. 

Adopted. 

Music. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the subject of making arrange
ments for music on the Central Park during the summer, with 
Mr. C. G. Grafulla and Mr. H. B. Dodworth, be referred to 
9ommissioner O'Donohue, with power. 

(Minutes, May 21st, and June 2d, 1875, p. p. 35 and 62.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono. 
hu6-4. 

House on Riverside Park. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Michael Starr had purchased one 
of the condemned houses on Riverside Park recently sold at 
auction; that he had removed the unsafe portions of it, and 
repaired the remainder, which was certified to by an inspector 
of buildings from the Department of Buildings, and that said 
Mr. Starr desired permission to let the house remain where it 
is for the present. 

(Minutes, June 9th, 1875, p. 80.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said Michael Starr he 

allowed to let his house remain on Riverside Park until the 
further order of the Board, on condition that he acts as a 
watchman on said Park, under the directions and orders of the 
Superintendent, without pay. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-l. 

Plumber . 

. Commissioner MARTIN moved that the pay of W m. Clough en, 
plumber, be fixed at $3.50 per day from and after the 19th 
inst. 

(Minutes, April 23d, 1875, p. 675.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 
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Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
-ohue-4. 

Suspension Bridge. 

The subject of adopting the plans for the approaches to the 
Suspension Bridge over Harlem River, at 181st Street, laid 
over at a previous meeting, was then taken up. 

(Minutes, June 9th, 1875, p. 79.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON, moved that the plans of ap

proaches to said bridge, submitted by the Civil and Topogra
phical Engineer on the 14th May, 1875, and marked E, be 
adopted by the Bo~rd. 

(Minutes, May 14th, 1875, p. 26.) 
COPlmissioner MARTIN moved, as a substitue for said motion, 

that the plan of approaches to said bridge, submitted by the 
Engineel' of Construction on the 21st April, 1875, and marked 
C, be adopted by the Board. 

(Minutes, April 21st, 1875, p. 664.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE then moved that the whole sub

ject of the plans of the approaches to said bridge be laid over 
until the next meeting of the Board; which was 

Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON the Board ad
journed, at 12:30 o'clock P. M. 

Wl'II. lBwm, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23d, 1873. 

9.30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Adjourned meeting for the purpose of publicly opening 
proposals for the following works: 

1. A frame building on Central Park for the graminivorous 
animals. 

(Minutes, June 16th, 1875, p. 87.) 
2. A new roof on the Music Pavilion, situate on the Mall in 

Central Park. 
(Minutes, June 16th, 1875, p. 87.) 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 
" O'DONOHUE. 

The COMPTROLLER of the City of New York was also pres
ent. 

The following proposals were received and publicly opened: 

FRAME BUILDING ON CENTRAL PARK. 

1. P. B. McEntyre ........................... $3,700 00 
2. T. D. Vanderver..... .......... ....... .. .. 4,200 00 
3. James J. Donvan .......................... 3,493 00 

NEW ROOF ON THE MUSIC PAVILION. 

1. Andrew J. Campbell ......................... $2,556 00 
2. Geo. Fischer & Bro ............... , ...... . . 2,150 00 

ISAAC EVANS, 

.AsSt·stant Secretary. 
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FRJDA.Y, JUNE 23th, 1873. 

Special Meeting, 3 o'clock P. M. , 

The Board met pursuant to the following call of the Presi
dent: 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBIJ:O PARKS, } 
36 Union Square (East). 

NEW YORK, June 23, 1875. 
Mr. ISAAO EVANS, Assistant Secretary: 

Sir,-You will call a special meeting of the Board for Friday, 

the 25th inst., at 3 o'clock P. M., for the consideration of any 
business that may require attention. 

Yours, truly, 
H. G. STEBBINS, 

President, D. P. P. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned to meet 
<In Saturday, the 26th inst., at 9.30 o'clock A. M. 

ISAAO EVANS, 

.Assistant Sec:retary. 
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SA.TURDA.Y, JUNE 96th, IS7:). 

ADJOURNED MEETING.-9:30 A. M. 

Present.-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. .. 
" 
" 

MARTIN . 
WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meetings was 
dispensed with. 

Parade Ground. 

The PRESIDENT presented a communication from his Honor, 
the Mayor, in reference to the proceedings instituted to acquire 
title to lands required for the parade ground, and recommend
ing " that such steps be taken as will cause them to be with
drawn," 

Also from the Comptroller, urging the discontinuance of 
said proceedings, when 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON offered the following preamble 
and resolution: 

Whereas, in view of the opinions and wishes expressed by 
His Honor, the Mayor, in his letter of the 25th instant, and 
addressed to this department in relation to the establishment 
of a parade ground in the upper part of the city, and in view 
of the opinions and wishes of the Comptroller of the city ex
pressed ill his letter of the 24th instant on the same subject, 
it is, 

Resolved, that the Counsel to the Corporation be and he is 
hereby requested to postpone the proceedings in the matter of 
the parade ground as ordered in the resolution of the Board, 
passed March 30th, 1875. 
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Commissioner MARTIN offered an amendment, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Department adheres to its action in this 

matter, and declines to postpone the proceedings, and that it 
be referred to the Executive Oommiti-ee to state their reasons 
therefor. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said amendment made by Oommissioner Martin, and 
it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the mem
bers of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner Martin-I. 
Noes-Stebbins, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following as a substi

tute: 
Resolved, that the subject be referred to the Executive Com

mittee, with power to confer with the Mayor in relation thereto, 
and take such steps as in their judgment they may deem 
proper. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said substitute offered by Commissioner O'Donohue, 
and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the 
members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, Q'Don
ohue-4. 

At this stage of the proceedings Commissioner Williamson 
left the meeting. 

Plans Museum of Natural History. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following :-
Resolved, That the blank in the resolution adopted on the 

16th inst., and recorded on page 94 of the minutes be filled 
with the words" Oalvert Vaux," and that all the plans and 
specifications for the whole work be submitted together at the 
same time, and that the compensation therefore be 2~ per 
cent. for the balance of the first $500,000, and one per cent. on 
the residue. 

On motion of Oommissioner O'DONOHUE it was laid on the. 
table. 
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Finances, Accounts, &c. 

Oommissioner MARTIN offered the following:-
Resolved, That the whole subject of the finances and the ac

counts, and the report of the Oommissioners of Accounts re
cently made to the Board of Aldermen be referred to the Exec
utive Committee. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, it was laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Oommissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board ad
journed at 10:5.5 A. M., to meet on Tuesday, the 29th inst., at 
9 o'clock A. M. 

ISAAC EVANS, 

.Assistant Secretary. 
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TUESDAY, JUNE ~9th, 1873. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

The minutes of the previous meetings, 16th, 23d, 25th, and 
26th inst., were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Aldermen to visit Departments. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council forwarding copy of 
the following resolution adopted by the Board of Aldermen: 

Resolved, That each member of this Board be, and he is, 
authorized to visit any and all of the various Departments and 
places designated in 01' affected by subdivisions 1 to 26 in sec
tion 17 and section 90 of Chapter 335, Laws of 1873. 

Filed. 
Turn-Stiles for Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintendent of Museum of Natural Hil:!tory, 
asking that two" turn-stiles" be placed in the Museum Build
ing for the purpose of "counting accurately the number of 
visitors to the Museum." 

Commissioner MAlITIN moved that said communication be 
received, and that the two turn-stiles mentioned therein be 
constructed and placed as requested. 

'fhe PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners-Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-S .. 
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Patrick Docherty. 

~rom the Superintendent, recommending that Patrick Doch

erty, driver, be advanced to the grade of skilled laborer, with 

pay at $2.50 per day. 
Commissioner 'WILLIAMSON moved that said recommendation 

be adopted. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Aye.s-Commissioners-Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Moran & Armstrong. 

. From the Superintending Architect, enclosing application of 
Messrs. Moran & Armstrong, and recommending that they be 
paid the sum of $12,000 as requested therein, "as they have 
done considerable work above the specified line on some por

tions of the building." 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the said communica

tion be received, and that Moran & Armstrong be paid the 
sum of twelve thousand dollars on account of their fifth pay

ment of $14,000. 
(Minutes, Dec. 22d, 1874, p. 421,) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners-Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Observatory for instruction. 

From Mr. Gardiner Shearman, Jr., and 16 other citizens of 
New York City, requesting that a site be allotted for an ob
servatory for instruction in practical astronomy, which they 
propose to build. 

From Mr. Alfred G. Compton, Professor of Mechanics, 

,. 
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Astronomy, &c., in the College of the City of New York, on the 

same subject. 
Also from the Board of Education, recommending that said 

request be granted, and offering to equip said building with 
the instruments belonging to the College of New York. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communications, to
gether with the general subject of erecting buildings on the 
parks for institutions not connected with the Department be 
referred to the Landscape Architect to report upon. 

Adopted. 
Sprinkling Jerome Ave. 

Two petitions numerously si~ed, by W. E. Smith and others, 
and by Jesse A. Marshall and others respectively, asking that 
Jerome Avenue be sprinkled until after the fall races. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said petitions be received 
and placed on file, and that J erome Avenue be sprinkled when 
needed until after the fall races. 

(Minutes, May 14, 1875, p. 30.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmati ve, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Aquarium. 

From Mr. P. T. Barnum, making a proposition in reference to 
establishing an aquarium on Central Park. 

(Minutes May 13, 1874, p. 24.) 
Referred to the Landscape Architect to report upon. 

J. J. Schillinger. 

From Mr. James Brand, asking that Mr. J: J. Schillinger be 
paid for work done on Five Points Park. 

(Minutes, January 26,1875, p. 478.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the application con

tained in said communication be rejected. 
Adopted. 
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148th Street 

From Mr. Wm. H. Payne, assignee of J. R. Baity, and.from 

John McCarty, in reference to the non-appointment of Commis

sioners of Estimate and Assessment in the matter of grading 

14Rth Street, from Millbrook to St. Ann's Avenue. 

(Minutes, May 5, 1875, p. 6.) 
Referred to Commissioner Martin to report upon. 

Fillin~. 

From Messrs. Dillon, Clyde & Co., offering surplus material 
lying on Fourth Avenue adjacent to Central Park. 

Referred to the Superintendent to report. 

Plants in Propogating Department. 

From Mr. Robert Demcker, late Landscape Gardener, asking 
that certain plants in the propagating department be restored 
to him. 

Referred to the Landscape Architect to report upon. 

Central Bridge Draw. 

From the Engineer of Construction, stating that the draw of 

Central Bridge "can be kept in working order with occasiona.l 
repairs till the end of the season." 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Arnold & 00., bricks and cement ..... Maint., etc., 23d 
and 24th Wards. 

Byrne & Co., hay ................... Maint. and Govrnt. 
P. and P ....... 

De Graw, Aymar & Co., duck, rope, 
&0 .......•.........•......... Maint and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 
Museum of Art ... 

$90 10 
69 98 

$102 60 

144 82 

160 08 
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Gordon, Robt., Treas., ins. & wages Mus. 
of Art ......................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 
Graham & Co., keep of horse, ApriL ... Survey., Laying 

out, etc., 23d 
and 24th Wards, 
etc .......... .. 

GatE's, Ohurch E., & Co., lumber ...... Maint., etc., 23d 
and 24th Wards, 

Hilton, E. G., couplings ........ , ..... Maint. and Govt. 
P. and P ....... 

Lee Box & Lumber Co., labor and mate· 
rials .....•.......•........•.... Maint. etc., Har· 

lem River Brgs. 
Leverett, Josiah S., & 00. rubber pack-

ing, &c ......................... Maint. and Govmt. 
P. and F ....... 

Murphy & Nesbit, eement ....•.. '" .• Maint. and Govrnt. 
P. andP ...... 

Miller, Anthony, ladders ............. Maint. and Govmt. 
P. and P ..... . 

City Parks Impt. 
Fund ........ . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas ...... Maint. and Govmt. 
P. andP ...... . 

Queen, Jas. W., & Co., polar planemeter .. Maint. Mus. and 
Obs., etc., 1874. 

Roosevelt, Sam'I, & Co., hardware .••.. Maint. and Govmt. 
P. and P ....... 

Salamander Works, fire-brick, &c ...... Maint. and Govmt. 
P. and P ....... 

Simpson, A., bread ............ , ..... Maint. and Govmt. 
P. and P.; ..... 

Verplanck Bros., oil cloth ........... Maint. and Govmt. 
P. and P ...... . 

City Parks Imp. 
F ........... .. 

Vanderbilt Bros., scythes ............. Maint. and Govmt. 
P. and P ..... . 

Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, scythes .... ; Maint. and Govrut. 
P. and P ....... 

REOAPITULATION. 

43 0.0. 

18 00 

2 00. 

1 25 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places ........... $1,11'1 48 
Maintenance, &c., of Harlem river bridges ...•.. '" ....... 1,90.9 14 
Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards............... .... . 14'1 38 

$1121 12 

30 0.0. 

4488 

6111 

1;\10.9 l4, 

20 22 

22 110. 

61 0.0. 

II '17 

36 0.0. 

• 102 24 

18 0.0. 

69 0.2 

3 211 

40. 0.0. 

38 00. 
----

$3,328 18 
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Maintenance Mus. Obs. & Gal. of Art ......... . 

M useurn of Art. . . . . . . .. ..... . ..............•. 

City Parks Improvement Fund ....... " ................ . 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc .... ,. 

[Tuesday. 

$36 00 

69 93 

19 25 

30 00 

$3,328 18 

Amounting in the aggregate to the Bum of thirty-three hnndred and twenty

eight dollars and eighteen cents. 

(Signed) DAVID B. "WILLIAMSON, t Auditing 
JOSUH J. O'DoNoHuE, ) Committee. 

New York, June 22, 1875. 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Grant, W. H., petty expenses ......... Maint. H.R. Bridges, 

'74 ............ . 

Hazard Powder Co., powder and fuse .. Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ........ . 

Harlem Gas·light Co., gas ............ Maint. H.R. Bridges, 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... . 

McNab & Harlin Mfg. Co., plumbing 

materials ....................... Maint. aud tlovmt. 

P. and P ....... . 

Museum of Art .... . 

Manhattan Gas.light Co., gas ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... . 

Metropolitan Gas.light Co., gas ....... ~laint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ........ . 

New York Times, advertising ........ Maint. H. R. Bridges 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Potter, Howard, Treas. Ins., &c, Mus. 

Natural History ... " ..........•.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ........ . 

$96 76 

1M 28 

$19 43 

1 60 

82 00 

2 00 

$28 50 

IS 71l 

250 04 

20 1i3 

629 00 

872 80 

4 00 

471 76 

$1,790 78 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places.. . . . .••.. $1,64'1, 2'1 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards .. _ .. . . .. . . .. .. .. . 13 '1fj 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem river Bridges. _ .........•. _. . 9'1 '16 

Museum of Art ... ' .. _ ..... " ... , .. " .............. ' . 1 50 

City, Parks Improvement Fund. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 2 00 

Maintenance Harlem River bridges, 18'14 ...... '... .... ... 28 50 

$1,'190 '18 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of seventeen hundred and ninety dollars 

and seventy-eight cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, June 28th, 1875, 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

A uditing Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned pnrchases. and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills 'to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT pnt the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes,-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Drinking Fountain at Circle. 

From the Landscape Architect, reporting that it would be 

desirable to place a drinking fountain at the Circle, as request
ed by Mr. Henry Bergh, President of the American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

(Minutes, June 16, 1875, p. 88.) 
J.Jaid over. 

Plans of Museum of Natural History. \' 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting on certain \ 
modifications in the plans of the building for the Museum of 
Natural History, recommended by CalverlVaux. \ 

(Minutes, June 16,1875, p. 88.) 
Laid on the table. 
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Thoma8 Ryan; 

From the Police Surgeon, reporting favorably on the physi
cal qualificatIons of Thomas Ryan for the position of night 

watchman. 
(Minutes, June 16th, 1875, p. \)3.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be accept

ed and approved. 
Adopted. 

Superintendent's Report. 

From the Superintendent, reporting on the progress of the 

works under his charge for the two weeks ending June 19th. 

(Minutes, June 9th, 1875, p. 78.) 
Filed. 

Drainage 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting what 

improvements are needed fO!' the proper drainage of the 23d 

and 24th Wards. 
(Minutes, June 3, 1874, p. 70.) 

Referred to Commissioner Martin. 
W ebster Avenue. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, giving estimate 

of cost of constructing the road-bed of Webster Avenue, with 

plan for same. 
(Minutes, June 2d, 1875, p. 64.) 

Referred to Commissioner Martin. 

Street at Inwood. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, on the cost of 

grading a new street at Inwood. 
(Minutes, May 21, 1875, p. B6.) 

Referred to Commissioner Martin. 
Brook Avenue. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, giving an esti-

mated cost of grading Brook Avenue. 
(Minutes, June 2d, 1875, p. 64.) 

Referred to Commissioner Martin. 



, 

June 29, 1875.) 115 

Sewer, Brook Avenue. 

From the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, presenting 
plans and estimates of proposed sewer through Brook Avenue. 

(Minutes, June 9th, 1875, p. 79.) 

Referred to Oommissioner Martin. 

Frame Building. 

Oommissioner WILLIAMSON cArered the two following resolu
tions: 

Rt!8olved, That the proposal (No.3) of James V. Donvan, 
for the construction and erection of a frame building be ac
cepted as the lowest bid; that the contract be awarded to said 
James V. Donvan, and that the President be, and he hereby is, 
authorized to execute the same for and on behalf of this De
partment. 

(Minutes, June 23d, 1875, p. 99.) 

Roof Music Pavilion. 

Resolved, That the proposal (No.2.) of George Fisher & Bro. 
for the construction of a new roof on the Music Pavilion on the 
Mall be accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract be 
awarded to said Fischer & Bro., and that the President be, 
and hereby is, authorized to execute the same for and on behalf 
of this Department. 

(Minutes, June 23d, 1875, p. 99.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said two resolutions, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Chap. 549, Laws 1875. 

The PRESIDENT presented a certified copy of Ohapter 549, 

Laws of 1875, in reference to the construction of blind drains 

in the 23d and 24th Wards. 

Filed. 

Adolph Klein. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Park-keeper Adolph Klein had 

made application for pay for one day, absent with leave. 
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Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said application be 

denied. 

Adopted. 

Flooring Central Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Engineer of Construction had 

reported that the floors of the two spans adjoining the draw of 
Central Bridge were in a dangerous condition, and presented a 

proposition of the Lee Box & Lumber Co., to furnish and lay 
a new flooring for same at the rate of $32 per one thousand 

feet, and stated that the said Engineer estimated the total cost 

would not exceed $788.64.. 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said work be proceeded 

with, that the offer of the Lee Box & Lumber Co. be accepttJd, 
and that t~e President report to this Board, the circumstances 
under which this contract is made. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows· 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Patrick C. Langevin. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had ordered that Mr. Patrick 
C. Langevin be paid for fifteen days' work rendered by him 
during the month of April, and moved that his action in the 
matter be approved. 

(Minutes, May 14th, 1875, p. 26.) 
Adopted. 

Parade Ground. 

Commissioner MARTIN, from the Executive Committee, pre
sented the following report in relation to the proceedings in 
the matter of acquiring title to the lands for the Parade Ground: 

(Minutes, March 30, 1875, p. 617.) 
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To the Board q/ Oommissioners q( 

Department qf Public Parks: 

The Executive Committee have the honor to submit the fol
lowing report: 

By the letter of the Mayor of 25th June, 1875, addressed to 
the Department, we are called upon to consider the question of 
discontinuing the proceedings for acquiring title to the land 
laid out on the Harlem river for a military parade ground. 

Under the Act of 1871, chapter 62t3, this land was selected 
for that purpose, and with the concurrence of the military 
authorities it was so laid out, and the map filed on the 5th day 
April, 1873. The effect of this under the provision of the stat
ute making the filing of the map final aDd conclusive on all 
parties, is to condemn this property to the public use. In the 
words of the statute, it "became one of the public squares of 
the city." 

This property is therefore in this condition, that it has been, 
under the right of eminent domain, taken by the public. The 
rights of property owners are finally and conclusively bound. 

They can no longer sell or mortgage their property. They 
have a right against the city, as aforcible purchaser, to have 
the damages ascertained and paid; that is, the price at which 
their land is to be' taken is to be fixed by a commission and 
then they will be entitled to receive it. This is the only right 
they have, the right to the future payment, and the proceeding 
we bave taken is the regular and only legal course to procure 
this payment. 

The position is similar to the one in which two individuals 
would be placed who bad contracted for the sale and purchase 
of land, where the purchaser was entitled by arbitration to fix 
the price, and pay it when he pleased. 

It is at this stage we are asked to discontinue the proceeding. 
The answer is that it is an unjust and unwarrantable violation 
of a contract in which the city owes to the citizen extraordinary 
good faith. 

A purchaser who exercises the sovereign right to lay his hand 
on private property, and then, at his own pleasure, to institute 
a proceeding, which he alone can take, to fix the price, is bound 
on every legal and equitable rule, after be has taken the first 
step, to proceed diligently and without interruption to the end. 

But we are asked, after having condemned the land, to sus
pend indefinitely the proceeding by which the city can render 
a just equivalen ~ to the landowner. Such delay of justice is 
a denial of justice. 
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If we were asked to reverse our action from the beginning 
and to relieve the property from the condemnation of this map, 
the case would be different; but we have no power to do this 
and that question is not before us. It is to stop midway, after 
the city has acted to the injury of the property owner, and to 
leave him under that injury without remedy. 

The reasons presented to us are: 
1st. That there are better locations. This form of objection, 

that can be made to any plan, loses its power in view of the 
thorough consideration given at the time the location was 
selected, and the fact that the Legislature has more than once 
refused to entertain applications to repeal or change it. 

2d. That the depressed state of the times forbids any further 
expenditure or increase of the city debt. 'l'he only direct ap
plication this reason has to the question is this, that the city 
will now have the price at which it is to pay for this land as" 
sessed at a very low figure. 

It also bears more hardly on the property owner than the 
city; his property condemned, taxed and unavailable, is as 
great a burden to him as any that the city bears. No one will 
look at this reason with any toleration, in the light that the city 
should, because of the hard times, fail in its just obligation. 

The Executive Committee, with tliis report, present the fol
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That this report be presented to the Mayor and 
the Comptroller as a statement of the grounds on which the 
Department have acted in commencing the proceeding. 

New York 29th, June 1875. 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said report be received 

and the resolution presented therewith adopted by the Board. 

(Minutes, June 26th, 1875, p. 104.) 
Adopted. 

Requisition, City Parks Improvement Fund. 

Commissioner Martin offered the following: 
Resolved, That the Comptroller of the City of New York be, 

and he is, bereby required to forthwith create and issue, in such 
manner and under such regulations as he shall determine, a 
public fund or stock, to be denominated" City Pal"ks Improve
ment Fund," to the amount of one hundred thousand dollars 
($100,000), as authorized by Chapter 608, Laws of 1875, for the 
improvement and regulation of the several parks, squares and 
places,now under the cuntrol and management of the Depart
mentof Public Parks. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all th(' members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows :-

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-S .. 

Works of Construction. 

The Landscape Architect verbally reported what works of 
construction are desirable to be proceeded with; when 

The PRESIDENT offered the following: 
Resolved, That the following undertakings be proceeded 

with, as recommended by the Landscape Architect, as rapidly 
as may be practicable, consistently with economy: 
1. The Southeast Walk System, Central Park. 
2. Unfinished work on and near Drive, southeast of Meadow, 

do. 
3. Eighth Avenue Wall, do. 
4. Eighth Avenue Slopes, do. 
5. Entrance Roads and adjoining Slopes on Eighth A venue, 

do. 
6. Roadsteps and Fountain, do. 
7. City Hall Park. 
8. Five Points Park. 
9. Washington Square Fountain. 

10. Lincoln Monument Enclosure. 
11. Madison Square Fountain. 
12. Places at 63d and 65th Streets and Boulevard. 
10. Walks at Mount Morris. 
14. Grand Street and Canal Street Parks. 
15. Completion of Sidewalks on south side of Manhattan 

Square and the approaches from it to the Museum of 
Natural History. 

16. Grading of Sidewalk on the north, east and west sides of 
Manhattan Square. 

17. Riverside Park. 
18. Morningside Park. 
19. Supplementury Work on Architectural Structures. 
20. Tompkins Square. 

(See Doc. 63, Minutes January 29, 1875, p. 482.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm-
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a.thie, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners. Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Oommissioner MARTIN offered the three following resolu

tions: 

$10,000 reserved. 

Resolved, That the sum of $10,000 of the Oonstruction Fund 
be. set aside and regarded as a reserve to be uHed in providing 
a system of watering for the Ball Ground and for enlarging the 
accommodation of the Walks. 

Plans of Cottages. 

Resolved, That plans be prepared for cottages to replace the 
East Green and Herns Head cottages. 

Lamps for Fountain, Union Sq. 

Re,~olved, That designs be prepared for lamps in connection 
with the fountain at Union Square. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said three resolutions, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Finances and Accounts. 

Oommissioner MARTIN moved that the following resolution 

be taken from the table: 
Re8olved, That the whole subject of the finances and the ac

counts, and the report of the Oommissioners of Accounts 
recently made to the Board of Aldermen, be referred to the 
Executive Oommittee. 

(Minutes, June 26th, 1875, p. 104.) 
Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following as a substitute: 
Resolved, That the whole subject of the finances and the ac

counts be referred to the Executive Committee. 
Adopted. 
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Plan of Tompkins Square. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following: 
Resolved, That the Lnndscape Architect is hereby instructed 

to prepare and present a plan for the improvement of Tomp
kins Square with a view to securing increased advantages for 
popular recreation thereupon, and if possible reconciling such 
advantages, as far as practicable with the continued use of the 
square, or a part of it, as a parade ground. 

(Minutes, May 20th, 1874, p. 37.) 
Adopted. 

Opening Draw, 3d Av. Bridgd. 

The PRESIDENT submitted a form of order for the direction 
of the tenders as to the wanner of opening the draw of Third 
Avenue Bridge, and moved that said form be approved and 
posted in the tenders' house. 

Adopted: 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON, the Board adjourned 
at one o'clock to meet on Wednesday, the 30th inst., at 10 
o'clock A. M. 

IsAAO, .. EvANS, 
Assistant Secretary. 



Wednesday, June 30, 1875.J 123 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30th, 1870. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-10 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned to meet 

on Thursday, July 1st, 1875, at 10 o'clock A. M. 

ISAAC EVANS, 

Assistant" Secretary. 
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TIlURSDAY, JULY 1st, 187:). 

ADJOURNED MEETING.-l0 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON the reading of the 
minutes of the previous meetings of the 29th and 30th ults· 
was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read. 

Estimates for 18~6. 

From his Honor the Mayor, informing this Department that, 
on the 24th ult. the Comptroller was requested by the Board 

of Estimate at;J.d Apportionment to notify this Department to 
prepare the estimates for the year 1876, and to transmit the 
same in duplicate to that Board and to the Board of Aldermen 
before the 1st of September next, and calling the attention of 

this Department to the necessity of the strictest economy. 
The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received 

and filed and that the Landscape Architect be directed to pre
pare and submit to the Board as soon as possible a draft of 
the necessary estimates for the year 1876. 

Adopted. 

Paving Third Avenl1e. 

From the Clerk to the Common Council, forwarding copies 
of preambles and resolutions adopted by the Board of Alder
men on the 10th uIt., directing this Department to proceed 
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with the work of paving Third Avenue, from Westchester 

avenue to the nOTthern boundary of the 23d WaTd. 

(Minutes, .) 

Filed. 

Pay of Laborers. 

From the Clerk to the Common Conncil, forwarding a copy 

of a Tesolution adopted by the Board of Aldermen on the 10th 

ult., protesting against the action of the various heads of 

departments in reducing the pay of laborers. 

(Minutes, June 4th, 1875, p. 73.) 
Filed. 

Laborers, &0. 

From the Superintendent, 'stating that to proceed with the 

works recently directed, he will Tequire 80 laborers and 20 

rockmen additional. 

(Minutes, June 29, 1875, p. 118.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said communication 

be received, and that the number of laborers and rockmen 

mentioned therein be appointed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Photographic Gallery. 

From Mr. W. M. Lawlor, asking permission to establish a 

photographic gallery on the Central Park. 

(Minutes, March 6th, 1875, p. 569.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said communication 

be received and the application refused. 
Adopted. 
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Central Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT, who was requested to report upon the cir
<luml:ltances of the necessity for the order given on the 29th 
nit. for the repairs to the Central Bridge, verbally reported, and 
presented a communication of the Engineer of Construction, 
by which it appears that the work, which is the flooring of the 
two main spans adjoining the draw of said bridge, is of imme-

/ 

diate necessity, and that it will not cost more than $800: 
(Minute,", .June 29th, 1875, p. 116.) 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said report be accepted. 
Adopted. 
Commissioner :\J ARTIN then moved that the President be re

quested to make application to the Common Council for per
mission to have the repairs to said Central Bridge made by 
days' work, or otherwise, as may be deemed best for the in
terests of the City by the Commissioners of this Department. 

Adopted. 

Reduction of Force in 2Sd and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the subject of reducing the force 
,of laborers now employed in the 23d and 24th Wards be refer
red to Commissioners Martin and Williamson, with power. 

Adopted. 

Engineer of Steam Engine in 2Sd and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the services of W. C. Green as 
Engineer of the steam engine in the 23d and 24th Wards be . 
,continued until the 22d inst., at the same rate of pay pre
viously fixed. 

(Minutes, June 11, 1875, p. 83.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
.a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

-thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-B. 
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Special Night Duty. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the President be, and 
he hereby is, authorized to either detail from the labor 
force, or employ at the rate of $2.50 per day, until the 22d 
inst., a sufficient number of men for special night duty on the 
Central Park and Mount Morris Square. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the. affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
th ereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON, the Board adjourn
ed at 11.10 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretm'y, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESD:\¥, .JULY 7th, 1~7i). 

REGULAR MEETING-lO o'clock A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned to meet 
on Thursday, 8th inst., at 3.30 ~'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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"'DURSDA.Y, JULY 8th, 1873. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-3.30 o'clock P. M. 

Presen.t-Cotnmissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned. 

WH. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 21st, 1S7:;. 

REGULAR MEETING-10 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 

O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings, of June 29th and 

30th, and July 1st, 7th and 8th, 1875, were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Main street, 24th Ward. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of this 

Department to the condition of the street gutter on Main 

street, near Cross street, in the 24th Ward. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards. 

Paving 3d A venue. 

Grading 3d Avenue, 147th street to Harlem River. 

From the Counsel to the Oorporation, stating that "there is 
no doubt that the work in question" (paving ~;d Avenue, from 
WeHtchester avenue to the northern boundary of the 20d 
Ward) "can be lawfully divided, and let under two separate 
contracts, and" that he does" not think there would be any 
risk that by so doing the assessments for the work would be 
rendered invalid." 
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Also stating that the ordinance heretofore passed for the 
grading of 3d Avenue, from 147th Street to Harlem River, is 

not sufficient to enable the work of making the grade of the 
cross streets correspond to the new grade of said avenue to be 

proceeded with, or to take up and preserve the pavement, &c., 
now laid on said portion of 3d avenue; that the work of grad

ing the avenue should not be proceeded with until an addition

al ordinance is obtained, amending the ordinance already passed 

in these respects. 
Also stating that said portion of 3d avenue, having been 

once paved, and the expense thereof paid for by an assess
ment, it cannot be repaved unless a majOTity of the owners of 

the property on the line of said portion of the said avenue 
petition therefor, as required by Sec. 115, Chap. 335, Laws 

1873. 
(Minutes, June 11th, 1875, p. 83.) 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication be 
received and filed, and that the President be authorized to 

transmit a copy thereof, together with a draft additional ordi
nance, as recommended by the Counsel to the Corporation, to 
his Honor the Mayor, with the request that said additional or

dinance would be passed as soon as possible. 

Adopted. 

Estimates for 1876. 

From the Comptroller, notifying this Department to send the 

departmental estimates for 1876 to the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment prior to 1st day of September, 1875, 

(Minutes, July l.st, 1875, p. 125.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said communica

tion be received and referred to the Landscape Architect to 
prepare and submit a draft of such departmental estimates to 

the Board at as early a day as posible. 
Adopted. 



July 21, 1875.] 135 

Hugh Gatey, laborer, detailed as Special Keeper' 

From Mr, E, F. Jenkins, Secretary of the New York Society 

for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, complaining of Hugh 
Gatey, laborer detailed as a special keeper, having plunged a 
little boy into the basin of the fountain on Washington Square. 

Also from said Hugh Gatey, admitting that he had done so, 
The PRESIDENT stated that on the receipt of said communi

cations he had suspended said Hugh Gatey-. 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communications be 

received and filed, the action of the President approved, and 
that said Hugh Gatey be dismissed from the employment of 
the Department. 

Adopted. 

Superiutendent's Reports. 

From the Superintendent, reporting the progress of the 
works under his charge during the four weeks ending Satur
day, July 17th, 1875. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, June 29th, 1875, p. 114.) 

Foreman of Rockmen. 

From the Superintendent, &tating that he required a foreman 
of rockmen, and recommending Christopher Smith, a former 
employe of the Department, for the position. 

Commissioner MARTIN mov~d that said communication be 
received, and that Christopher Smith be appointed foreman of 
rockmen, at the pay of $4.50 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Wiiliamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Masons, Brick-layers, &c. 

From the Superintendent, stating that he requires the fol-
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lowing mechanics and labOl'ers-viz.: 10 stone-masons, 12 

brick-layers, 2 granite-cutters, 2 stone-cutters and 25 laborers. 

(Minutes, JUly 1st, 1875, p. 126.) 
Oommissioner MARTIN nFlved that the nUlllber of stone-ma

sons, &c., required by the Superintendent be appointed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined ill the negative, a 

majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Noes-Oommissioners Stebbins, \Villinmson-2. 

Horse for Superintendent of 23d and 24th "W UI'ds. 

From the Superintendent, stating that the Department has 

no horse at present suitable for the use of the Supelintendent 

of the 23d and 24th Wards, and recommending that one be 

specially purchased for his use. 

(Minutes, March 19, 1875, p. 593.) 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the President be au

thorized to purchase a hOTse for the use of the Superintendent 

of the 23d and 24th Wards, at a cost not exceeding $225. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members. of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Filling, 

From the Superintemlent, reporting upon the proposition of 
Messrs. Dillon, Clyde & 00. offeri21g surplus material for fill

ing, and stating that it wonld cost tho Department about ~5c. 

a yard when delivered, or nearly double as much as the same 

kind of material can be bought for from other parties. 

Filed. 
(Minutes June 29th, 1875, p. 110.) 
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Filling on Eighth avenue slopes and Manhattan sqnare. 

From the Land~cape Architect, stating that there is required 
about 5,000 yards of earth filling on the Eighth avenue slopes 
and about 16,000 yards on Manhattan square. That both of 
these works were in progress at the time of the passage of 
Chapter 335, Laws of 1873, and that under the opinion of the 
Corporation Counsel, as published in Document No. 49, the 
Department can purchase the material for filling at these points 
without advertising; also that the proposal of Messrs. John 
D. and Thomas E. Crimmins to deliver filling at Manhattan 
square for 38c. per cubic yard is the lowest bid the Department 
has received for this work. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communication 
be received and filed, and that it be referred to the President 
to make a contract with Messrs. John D. & Thomas E. Crim
mins fur the delivery of 10,000 cubic yards of earth filling on 
Manhattan square, at 38c. per cubic yard, if such an amount 
can legally be contracted for without public advertisement. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

From the Landscape Architect, reporting upon the under
mentioned matters referred to him, as follows: 

Aquarium. 

That the Department cannot now legally establish an Aqua
rium on Central Park, in the manner proposed by Mr. P. T. 
Barnum, and that, even if it could, it would not be advisable to 
do so. 

(Minutes, June 29th, 1875, p. 109.) 

Plants in Propagating Department. 

That the claim of the late Landscape Gardener, for the de-
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livery to him of plants at present in the houses of the prop a
g~ting department, and which he ·claims as his, is not a per
fectly sound one, as he had no right to place his private property 
among that of the Department, but stating that, as the value to 
the Department of the plants claimed is small, he would rlf;lcom
mend that the late Landscape Gardener (Mr. Robert Demcker) 
be allowed to withdraw the plants, which have been labeled 
and regarded as his, and are known by employes of the De
partment to have been placed in the houses by him. 

(Minutes, June 29th, 1875, p. 110.) 

Boats On Harlem Lake. 

That it is not advisable to allow boats to be placed for hire 
on Harlem Lake at present, and that, therefore, the applica
tion of Mr. Stephen Roberts for permissi.on to do so, should be 
declined. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication be 
received, and the recommendations of the Landscape Architect 
on said several matters adopted by the Board. 

Adopted. 

Gardening Force. 

From the Landscape Architect, upon the organization of the 
gardening force. 

(Minutes, June 4th, 1875, p. 69.) 
Laid on the table. 

Drainage of the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Engineer of Construction, reporting what improve
ments are needed for the propel' drainage of the 23d and 24th 
Wards. 

(Minutes, June 29th, 1875, p. 114.) 
Referred to Commissioner Martin. 

Concord Avenue. 

From the Engineer in charge of improvements ordered by 
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the late Board of Trnstees of the town of Morrisania, upon 
the condition of Concord Avenue, in the 23d Ward, and stating 
that the contractor is not proceeding with his work, and has 
done nothing for about; a year. 

(Minutes, Feby. ]st, 1875, p. 494.) 

Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following preamble 
and resolution: 

Whereas, James Finegan, the contractor for the regulating 
and grading of Concord A venne, from Home Street to West
chester Road, in the late town of Morrisania, now the ~3d 
Ward of the city of New'York, under a contract entered into 
by him with the Board of Trustees of said late town, dated the 
3d day of April, 1873, has failed to comply with the provisions 
of said contract, by which said work was to be completed on or 
before the expiration of fifteen months from the date of said 
contract; 

And whereas, Said work has been abandoned by said con
tractor and his assignees, and it is the opinion of the Commis
sioners of the Department of Public Parks of the city of New 
York, who are the successors of said Board of Trustees, that 
the said work is unnecessarily delayed; that the said con
tractor and his assignees are wilfully violating the conditions 
and covenants of said contract; that the said work is not being 
done or progressed according to the termR of said contract, 
and that said work is not fully completed within the time named 
in said contract; therefore: 

Besol'aed, That the said contractor and his assignees be, and 
are hereby, notified, in pursuance of the terms of said contract, 
to discontinue all work under said contract, and that the Oom
missioners of this Department shall proceed to complete said 
work according to the terms of said contract, and in case the 
expense of the same shall exceed the sum which would have 
been payable nnder said contract, if the same had been com
pleted by said contractor or his assignees, shall charge such 
excess to the said contractor and his sureties. 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing preambles and resolu
tion be served upon the said contractor, his sureties and as
signees. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preambles and resolutions, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
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Ayes-Commissioners StebLins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

J. W. Maclay, Prin. Assist. to the Civil and Top. Eng. 

From Mr. J. W. Maclay, Principal Assistant to the Uivil aud 

Topographical Engineer, requesting leave of absence for one 

month~without 'pay. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said application be granted. 

Adopted. 

Sale of Lambs. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that there are 

now about sixty-three lambs on the Central Park which should 
be sold. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said lambs be sold at 
public auction. 

Adopted. 

Australian Magpies. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, recommending the pur

chase of two Australian Magpies, now on exhibition at the Men

agprie, and stating that they are worth $20. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said" Australian Mag

pies be purchased at a cost not exceeding $20. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the'Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there

of, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, MaTtin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Cross walk at 5th Ave. and 59th street, entrance to the Central Park. 

From Mr. Selig Steinhardt, and a numLer of other residents 

and citizens, asking that a cross walk be laid from the south-
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east corner of 60th Street and. 5th Avenue, to the walk adjoin· 
ing the westerly entrance of Central Park and 5th Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 
to the Landscape Architect to report upon. 

Adopted. 

U. S. Post Offic e and Court House. 

From Mr. C. T. Hulburd, Superintendent of the United 
States Post Office, etc., asking permission to make a central 
entrance to said United States Post Office and Court House in 

the side-walk at the south side of City Hall Park as shown on 
a diagram enclosed, to replace the present curb by a 10 inch 
granite curb to correspoud with that round said building, to 
build the basins and lay the drain as shown on said diagram. 

Also, to slightly change the grade of the street at said proposed 
entrance. 

(Minutes, April 14th, 1875, p. 648.) 
Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That permission be given to the United States to 

make a central entrance to the new United States Post Office 
and COlll't House, and also the changes, alterations, basins and 
drain as mentened in the cummunication of Mr. C. T. Hul
burd, Superintendent of said building, dated the 19th July, 
1875, Oll the following conditions: 

1st. That the plans for the proposed changes, alterations, work 
and grades shall be submitted to and approved by the Super
intending Engineer of this Department. 

2d. That any lamp-posts that require removal, shall be re
set where directed by this Department. 

3d. rrhut the United States shall not claim any right or title 
to control or mange any part of the ground now under the jur
isdiction of this Department, or any of the constructions that 
may hereafter be made by the United States upon it, by vir
tue of this permission. 

4th. That all said changes, alterations, work and grades 
shall be done at expense of the United States, and that the 
right to revise, alter and reconstruct the same be reserved to 
this Department . 

. The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the memlJers of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye.q-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue.-4. 

Public Religious Services on the Parks. 

From Mr. L. E. Jackson, Secretary of the New York City 
Mission, asking permission to hold preaching services in the 

. public parks. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said application be refused, it 

being contrary to the rules of the Department to grant permis

sion to hold religious' meetings on the public parks. 

Adopted. 

Turf on Washington Square. 

From Mr. M. H. Meyer, complaining that on the west side of 

Washington Square the grass and turf is destroyed by boys 
and girls continually running on it. 

Also from the Landscape Architect, reporting on said com

munication, and stating that the allegations of Mr. Meyer are 
correct, that considerable spaces of turf have been worn out, 
and that other residents in the vicinity have recently com
plained that Washington Square is no longer a decent place to 
pass through with a lady, on account of the impertinence and 
rudeness of the men who occupy the seats upon it. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communications be 

received and filed, and that the Liflutenant be notified to 
pay special attention to the abatement of the nuisances com

, plained of. 

Adopted. 

Watering Sedgwick Avenue. 

From Mr. W. B. Ogden and others, asking that Sedgwick 
Avenue, in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, be 
sprinkled with water. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 
to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards, to report upon the estimated expense of watering said 
Avenue. 

Adopted. 

Stuyvesant Square. 

From Mrs. C. A. M. Salmon, asking that certain repairs may 
be made to Stuyvesant Square. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 
to the Superint~nding Engineer, to report upon the cost of the 
repairs asked. 

Adopted. 

Building at 60th St. and Fifth Av. 

From Mr. M. Lulering, asking permission to erect an addi
tional story on the building, at the corner of Fifth Avenue and 
Sixtieth Street. 

Application refused. 

Shetland Ponies and Pony Carriages. 

From Mr. J .• J. Snow, applying for a license to place Shetland 
Ponies and Pony Carriages for children, on the Central Park, 
for hire. 

Referred to the Landscape Architect, to report upon. 

Central Bridge. 

From Mr. W. H.Florence, Keeper of the Central Bridge, 
asking that a man be detailed to assist in keeping the bridge 
clean. 

(Minutes, Oct. 2d, 1872, p. 518 .. ) 
Refused. 

Foreman. 

From Mr. Henry Mollard, applying for the position of fore
man. 

Laid on the table. 



144 [ Wednesday, 

Museum of Natural History Building. 

From the Superintending Architect, stating that the wood 
work and tinning of the temporary roof of the tower of the 
Museum of Natural History Building require to be painted 
immediately, and recommending that the work be done by the 

Park force, as the estimated cost will not exceed $1~5. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received, 

and that said work be done by the Park force. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majori.ty of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

College avenue. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, forwarding 
a letter of Mr. Wm. L. Tidball, relative to the proposed clos
ing of College Avenue from One hundred and forty-first Street 
to One hundred and thirty-nine Street, and the widening of 
Third or Morris Avenue between One hundred and thirty
eighth and One hundred and thirty-ninth Streets. 

(Minutes, April 23d, 1875, p. 672.) 
Referred to Commissioner MARTIN to report upon. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presenting the following two reports. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 

examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
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Brunssen, Geo. & Co., hats and caps .. Maint and Govt. P. 

and P .........• 

Cook, Ebenezer, sponges .••........ Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P ........... . 

Cooper, Hewitt & Co., wire. .. . ... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .......... . 

Fischer, W. L., car fares to June Ist .. Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .......... . 

. Hoener, Heller & Bardel, badge ..•.. Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P ....••..... 

Holt, Horace, dies and ribbon ....... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P ....•...... 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ........ Maint. and Govt. P. 

andP .......... . 

Maint., &c., 23d and 

24th Wards ..... . 

Maint. H. R. Bridges 

Surveys, layiug out, 

&c., 23d and 24th 

Wards .......... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Mus. Nat. His .... . 

Music, Central Park. 

Judd Linseed & Sperm Oil Co .. 

sperm oil. . . .. . . .. . . ... . ..... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P ......... . 

Maint., H.R. Bridges 

Jube, John P. & Co., carriage, axle 

and rims ....................... City Parks Impt. F. 

Surveying, laying 

out, &c. 23d and 

24th Wards ..... . 

Keuffel & Esser, engineer's supplies .. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Moffatt, David & Co., harness-leather. City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 
Maint. and Govt. P. 

andP .••.....••. 

!fp109 25 

21 06 

11 12 

12 00 

30 00 

14 00 

$69 59 

30 01 

5 00 

1 54 

2 25 

2 00 

1 25 
111 64 

$67 73 

32 25 
99 98 

$10 50 

2 75 
13 25 

106 35 

$12 45 

9 67 
2212 
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Mooney, Peter, armadillos ......... Maint. and Govt. P. 

andP .••........ 

McDermott, John, meat ............ Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P .......... . 

N Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas ... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P ......... .. 
Telfair', J: H., & Co., turpentine and 

oil. ....... , ............. '" ... Maint. and Govt. P. 

and P ......... ,. 

Maint., Harlem R. 

Bridges ....... .. 

V dentine & Briggs, rent of office, 

June. , ........................ Maint. &c. 23d 

24th Wards and 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ...... . 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards ............... . 

Maintenance, &c., Harlem River Bridges ................. . 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23 and 24 Wards, etc ........ . 

City Parks Improvement Fund .......... ,... . .. , .... . 

Museum Natural History ........ . 

Music Central Park 

[ Wednesday. 

$87 23 

20 00 

$697 50 

60 01 

57 25 

4 29 

131 55 

2 00 

1 25 

$30 00 

18200 

3 85 

107 23 

30 00 

$953 85 

$953 85 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of nine hundred and fifty. three dollars 

and eighty.five cents, 
(Sgd.) 

New York, July 7, 1875. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, 

Auditing Oommittee. 

The Auditng Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Afileck, Wm. & Co., oats,hay, &c .... Maint. and. Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... . $409 19 

Ackerman, Wm. G., dockage ...... ' .. Maint., &c., 23d and 

24th Wards . 3li 00 
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Am. Dist. Tel. Co., rent and services .. Maint-. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Crissey, Wm. V., & Co., borax ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P. " 

Florence, W m. lI., services .....•.•.. Maint., &c., H. R. 

Bridges ........ . 

Graham & Co., keep of horse ........• Surveys, laying out, 

etc., 23d and 24th 

Wards .••.•..... 

Holden, Hopkins & Stokes, nai~s .•... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas ... " .••... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Johnston, J. 0., flags ................ Mamt. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .•... 

Labagh, Wm. 0., salt .....•.....•.. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ...•.. 

Manhattan Gas Light, gas .....••.... Maint. and Govmt. 

'Parks and P ..... 

Mapes, Dan!., Jr., hay, straw, &c ..... Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ......... . 

Perkins, James H., broken stone ..... Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ....... .. 

Raynolds, C. T., & Co., paint&, &c ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Russell, W. D., steam engine ..••. " .Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards •......... 

Ruhe, Louis, bird food .............. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Titus, Sarah, services .............. Maint., &c .. 23d and 

24th Wards ..... 

United Farmers' Milk Co., milk ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Van Riper, Chas., sundritls ........... Maint., etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ..... 

Watrous & Willson, lumber .... , ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

$8 10 

3 '15 

104 16 

30 00 

25 '15 , 
35 '10 

6000 

1185 

40 '10 

143 2'1 

85 64 

1,91630 

109 50 

60000 

16 00 

12 511 

16 20 

60 65 

18 00 
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J. Welsh, sprinkling Fifth Av .••..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... $21'1 00 

$3,959 26 

RECAPITULATION. 
Maintenance and Government Parks and Places. . . . . . . . . $1,115 0 l 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards... ............ 2,'110 09 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem River Bridges .......... , . . . 104 16 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc. . . . . 30 00 

$3,959 26 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of Thirty-nine hundred and fifty-nine 

dullars and tWl'nty-six cents. 

(Signed,) DAVID B. ,\VILLlAMSON, 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, 

.A uditinfl OommitUe. 
New York, July 15, 18'15. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma· 

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Aye8-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-:.4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks, in account with 

David B. Williamson, TreaS1t1'e1', 

18'1~. OR. 

June 16. By balance........ ........... ........... $1,739 26 

June 16} 
to •. cash received from rents, licenses, &c ..... 

July 21. 
3,250 41 

$4,989 67 
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1871). DR. 

June 16} 
to To cash paid into City Treasury ........... , .. $3,275 51 

July 21. 

July 21. "balance...... . •. ... ..... ........ .... 1,'714 16 

Wednesday, July 21, 1875. 

g.SO A. M. 

(Sigut'd) 

-- $4,98967 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON. 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

Observatory for Instruction. 

The PRESIDENT then stated that the Landscape Architect, to 
whom the communications of Mr. G. Shearman, Jr., and others, 
relative to the allotment of a site for, and the establishment of 
an observatory for instruction in practical astTOnomy, were re
ferred to report upon, had requested him to obtain the views 

of Professor Henry Draper, on the subject, as he had formerly 
been appointed by t.he late BoarJ of Commissioners of Central 
Park as Director of the Astronomical Observatory of the 
Park. 

He then presented, as the report of the Landscape Architect 
on the subject, a communication from Professor Draper, in 
which he states that to erect and properly furnish an observa
tory such as the city should have would cost at least $500,000, 

and that before any such proposition is entertained all the pro
posed plans for the building and instruments should receive a . 
very careful consideration. 

(Minutes, February 11th, 1869, p. 84, and June 29th, 1875, 
p. 108.) 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication and 
report be received and that Mr. G. Shearman, Jr., and the 
others who made the application, be respectfully informed that 
the Board do not think it advisable to entertain the proposition 
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of establishing such an observatory on the Central Park at 
present. 

Adopted. 

Urinal, Reservoir Square. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom the subject of the removal of the 
urinal in Reservoir Square was referred, presented another 
petition from Mr. C. O'Reilly for its removal, and he then 
reported verbally that it is not advisable to remove it, but that 
all the objectionable features connected with it can be removed 
by having proper trees and shrubs planted round it, that this 
planting however cannot be done until the autumn. 

(Minutes, January 26th, 1875, p. 478.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be re

ceived and adopted, and that accordingly proper trees and 
shrubs be planted round said urinal so as to obscure the en
trances to it from the public and the houses in the vicinity. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Fifth Avenue Central Park Wall. 

The PREHIDENT stated that Fifth A venue is being graded 
by the Department of Public Works from Ninetieth Street 
north, it therefore became necessary to build up the Central 
Park wall near 109th and 110th Streets high enough to retain 
the filling placed on said avenue and to prevent its encroaching 
on the Central Park, and that he had given orders for that 

work to be proceeded with. 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the action of the 

President be approved, and that said wall be built up sufficient-
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ly high to prevent the filling placed on said avenue from en
croaching on the Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT pu~ the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Aiie8-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin,Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

New street at Inwood. 

Commissioner MARTIN, to whom the subject of a new street 
at Inwood, west of Bolton Road, and the report of the Civil 
and Topographical Engineer thereon, was referred, reported 
verbally in favor of laying ont said new street as l·ecommended 
by the Civil and Topographical Engineer, except that it be 
made 60 feet in place of 80 feet in width. 

(Minutes, June 29th, 1875, p. 114.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be re
ceived and laid over. 

Adopted. 

Police Trials. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, who the President had desig
nated to conduct the trials of the following named members of 
the police force, reported as follows: 

Park-keeper Patrick Sheran, charged with disobedience of 
orders and neglect of duty. Guilty, with extenuating circum
stances. Recommended to be reprimanded by the President. 

Sergeant Von Dohlen, charged with neglect of duty. Cuarge 
dismissed. 

Gate-keeper Casper Antes, charged with using disrespectful 
language concerning his superior officer. Charge dismissed. 

Night-watchman Cornelius Sanford, charged with being 
absent without leave. Excused, his explanation being suffi
cient. 
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Night-watchman Patrick Sullivan, charged with being ab

sent without leave. Guilty. Recommended to be dismissed 

from the employment of the Department. 
The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted, and the 

recommendations therein adopted by the Board. 

Adopted. 
" Commissioner WILLIAMSON, who the President had designated 

to conduct the trial of Park-keeper Nicholas O'Hearn, on a 

charge of neglect of duty, on the 26th June, 1875, reported 

that he found him guilty, and recommended him to be fined 

three days' pay. 
(Minutes, May 21st, 1875, p. 43.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received and the 

recommendation therein adopted by the Board. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved as a substitute therefor that 

said report be received, and that Park-keeper Nicholas 
O'Hearn be dismissed from the employment of· the Depart

ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said substitute moved by Commissioner Martin, and 
it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the mem

bers of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Nays-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

The PRl~SIDENT put the quest,ion whether the Board would 

agree to said original motion, and it was determined in the 

negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Nays-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Pay of Laborers, &c. 

The PRESiDENT offered the following preamble and resolu

tion: 
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Whe1'eas, The pressure for employment in this Department is 
very largely in excess of its ability to supply labor; and where
as, the largely increased demand by unemployed laborers 
grows in part out of the excess of wages paid by this over other 
Departments of the city Government; therefore it is 

Resoved, That from and after the thirty-first inst. the pay of 
the laborers be, and hereby is, fixed at 20c. per hour, and the 
pay of mechanics, foremen, assistant-foremen, skilled laborers 
and gardeners, be reduced in the same proportion. 

(Minutes, June 4th, 1875, p. 73.) 
Commissioner O'DC)NOHUE moved that said preamble and 

resolution be laid over until the next meeting. 
Adopted. 

Riverside and Morningside Parks. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the Landscape Archi
tect be directed to report at the next meeting of the Board 
what work is to be done on Riverside and Morningside Parks 
this year, with an estimate of the cost thereof. 

(Minutes, June 29th, 1875, p. 120.) 
Adopted. 

Special Night Duty. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the services of the men 
employed for special night duty on Central Park and Mount 
Morris Square, be continued until the 31st inst. 

(Minutes, July 1st, 1875, p. 128.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3., 
Noes-Commissioner Stebbins-l. 

Engineer of Steam Engine in 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the services of W. C. 
Green, as Engineer of the steam engine in the 23d and 24th 
Wards, be continued until the 31st inst. 

(Minutes, July 1st, 1875, p. 127.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
a~ree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a. majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON, the Board adjourned 
at 1.30 0' clock P. M., to meet on Tuesday, the 27th inst., at 9 

o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 
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TUESDAY, JULY ~7th, IS'7:i. 

ADJOURNED MEE'.rING-9 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 

O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of July 21st, 1875, were 

read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Vouchers for paymeuts by the City. 

From the Olerk of the Oommon Council, forwarding a copy 

of the following ordinance, approved of by his Honor the Mayor 

on the 6th inst. : 

. The .Mayor, Alde/'men and Oommonaltyof New Yor'k do m'dain 
a8 follow8 : 

Section l. No payment shall be made by the Oomptroller for 
work done or supplies furnished, except upon proper vouchers 
rendered by the head of the appropriate Department, or other 
proper officer, Board or Oommission, for whom such work was 
done or supplies furnished. Such vouchers shall be made out 
III triplicate, and shall contain the certificates of such subordi
nate officers as the head of the Department may require, and 
of such form and purport as he shall prescribe, and also a cer
tificate of the head of the Department. One of the triplicate 
vouchers shall be retained iu the Department or office by which 
the vouchers are rendered, and the other two shall be trans
mitted to the Department of Finance for payment. 

A rec('ipt of the amount paid shall be taken upon each of the 
two vouchers sent to the Department of Finance, and after pay
ment one copy of the voucher shall remain on file in the De-
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partment of Finance, and th(j other copy shall within five days 
be returned to the Department or office whence it emanated, 
where it shall be placed on file. Either of the vouchers shall 
he of equal value, as evidence of work none or supplies fur
nished. 

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said communication be 

received and filed, and that the vouchers for the payment of 

liabilities incurred by this Department be made in accordance 

with the directions of said ordinance. 

Adopted. 

Central Bridge. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding the fol

lowing resolution, approved by his honor, the Mayor, on the 
26th inst., viz.: 

ResOlved, That it is hereby ordered that the Commissioners 
of the Department of Public Parks shall have nll the necessary 
repairs to the Central, or McComb's Dam Bridge, 'over the 
Harlem river, executed and done in such manner, by days' work 
or otherwise, as to them shall seem best for the interests of 
the City, without ent, r:n{J into a contract therefor, as pl'Ovicled 
by Sec. 91, Chap. 335, Laws of 1873. 

(Minutes, July 1st, 1875, p. 127.) 
Filed. 

Riverside and Morningside Parks. 

From the Landscape Architect rf:'porting what work is neces

sary to be done on Riverside and Morningside Parks this year, 
with an estimate of the cost. 

(Minutes, July 21st, 1875, p. 153.) 

Ueceived and referred to Commissioner Martin to repQrt. 

From the Engineer of Construction, on tho following mat
tors: 

3d Av. Paving. 

The appointment of a City Surveyor and Inspectors on the 

work of paving ThirJAvenue fro111 'Vestchester Avenue to the 
northern boundary of the 23d Ward. 

(Minutes, July 21st, 1875, p. 133.) 
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Sewer in 144th St. 

The necessity of urging the passage of the ordinance hereto
fore applied for to build a Sewer in 144th Street. 

(Minutes, Septemb{!r 24th, 1874, p. 270.) 

Inspector on Harlem River Bridges. 

That the Inspector detailed to him OIL the repairs to the 
Harlem River Bridges (Mr. F. L. Underhill) has been absent, 
on account of his sickness, for the last three or four weeks, and 
that he requires some one to temporarily take his place. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communication 

be received; that a sufficient number of Inspectors to oversee 
,the work of paving Third Avenue be appointed by the Board; 
that the appointment of a Oity Surveyor on said work be laid 
,over until the next meeting of the Board; and that the Presi
,dent be authorized to detail some one of the employes of the 

Department to the Engineer of Oonstruction temporarily, as 
an Inspector on the Harlem River Bridges. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in. favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, 0'
Donohue-4. 

G. W. Tice and J. 8. Tice. 

From Messrs. G. W. 'rice and J. S. Tice, tenants on Riverside 
Park, stating that they are unable to pay their back rent and 
their present running rent in full. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Messrs. Tice be allowed to 
continue in the OCCupf1tion of the premises on condition that 
they pay each month their accruing rent and half a month of 
the rent they are 'now in arrear, until all arrears are paid up. 

Adopted. 

Central Bridge Draw. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE, Chairman of the Executive Com
mittee, presented a communication from the Engineer of Con-
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struction, upon the value of the work done and materials deliv
ered by the contractor for the rebuilding of the draw III 

Central Bridge. 
(Minutes, June 11th, 1875, p. 82.) 

Laid on the table. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com

mittee, presented the following report: 
The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 

examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Conkling, W. L., &; Son, embroidering 

coats ............. " ........ '" ... Maint. and GoYmt. 

Parks and P.. . . . $54 00 

Claflin, H. B., &; Co., toweling ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and Poo . . . 16 70 

Central Gas Light Co., gas ............ Maint. H.R. Bridges. 64 00 

De Grauw, Aymar &; Co., rope ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and Poo . . . $10 64 

Museum of Art..... 14 45 
25 09 

Dripps, M., maps ................... City P'ks. Imp. Fund. 22 00 

Gordon, Robert, Treasurer Museum of 

Art, Ins. and wages ............... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and Poo ... 583 22 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... $139 78 

Maint. H. R. Bridges. 86 76 
--- 226 54 

Hosp. Ph., plants and trees ......... , . Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and Poo ... 573 75 

Holt, Horace, stamps ..... " ...... " .Maint. and Govrnt. 

Parks and P ..... 2 50 

Journal of Commerce, subs., 1875 ...... Maint. aud Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 15 00 

P. Handibode, coal. ... , .............. Maint 23d and 24th 

Wards ........ . 22 50 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas.. . .... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 597 00 
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Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, castings ...... Maint. 2'3d and 24th 

Wards ......... . 

McNab & Harlin, Mfg. Co., plumbg. 

matls ........................... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Martin, T. M. C., & Sons, brushes ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

New Yvrk Gas Light Co., gas ........ , . Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Roosevelt, Samnel, & Co., hardware .... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks andP ..... 

~ Vanx, Calvert, commissions ........... Museum of Nat Hist 

Van Riper, Chas., sundries ...••••... Maint. , etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ..... 

Wapner, Wyllys H., grate-bars ...•.•.. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Wetmore & Co., iron ................. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, bolts, &c .... Maint. and Govrnt. 

Parks and P ..... 

RECAPITU.LATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .. . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ............. . 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem River Bridges ............ . 

Museum Natural History ......................... . 

Museum of Art ........••••....••••••......•..... 

City Parks Improvement Fund ................... .. 

$3,192 11 

232 20 

150 '76 

2,000 00 

14 45 

22 00 

$441 25 

36 00 

15 72 

33 54 

628 00 

'78 21 

2,000 00 

173 '70 

21 60 

15 90 

15 30 

$5,611 52 

$5,611 52 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fifty-six hundred and eleven dollars 

and fifty-two cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, July 20, 18'75. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSO~, 

.JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, 

Auditing Committee. 
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The PRESIDENT llloved that the Board do now approve the 
-above mentioned purchasBs, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

'fhe PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

:Statne of O'Connell. 

The PRESIDENT verba1ly reported, for himself and the Land
scape Architect, that the site between the first two trees on the 
east side of the Mall, south of the Concert Ground, on the 
Oentral Park, would be a suitable one on which to place a 
statue of Daniel O'Oonnell, in the event of the acceptance of 

said statue. 
(Minutes, June 16th, 1875, p. 95.) 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said report be ac
cepted and adopted by the Board. 

Adopted. 

Filling on Manhattan Sqnare. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that before concluding a 
contract with Messrs. John D. and Thos. E. Crimmins to deliver 
10,000 cubic yards of filling on Manhattan Square, as author
ized at the last meeting of the Board, he had stated the facts 
to the Corporat-ion Counsel, and asked his advice as to the 
legality of said proposed contract, and that he had received 
his reply, which he presented and read, and in which it is 
stated: 

"After considering the facts stated in your letter, it seems to 
me extremely doubtful whether the proposed filling to be done 
in Manhattan Square can be regarded as a 'work in progress' 
within the meaning of Section 91 of the Charter of 1873, and I 
am ullwilling to take the responsibility of advising that such 
work be done without public letting." 
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That in consequence of such advice from the Counsel to the, 
Corporation, he had not concluded said contract. 

(Minutes, July 21st, 1875, p. 137.) 
Commissioner O'DONORUE moved that said repOl·t be accept

ed, and that the Secretary be directed to insert advertisements 
for proposals to deliver 10,000 cubic yards of filling on Man
hattan Square. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative', 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Central Bridge\ 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that all necessary repairs to 
the Central Bridge and Draw be proceeded with by days' 
work. 

(Minutes, July 27th, 1875, p. 156.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono-
I 

hue-4. 

Carpenter. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that, inasmuch as the repairing 
of said Central Bridge will require the services of more carpen
ters than at present employed, James Lysaght be appointed a 
carpenter. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board wonld 

agree to said motiull, and it wa,s dett3:rmin.ed ill the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

tlHlreof, as foll, )W8 : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, vVilliamson, O'Dono
hutl-,±. 

Gate-keeper. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that Hugh Reilly be ap

pointed a gate-keeper in the place of Andrew Watson, resigned, 

subject to the favorable report of the Surgeon on his physical 

qualifications. 
(Minutes, June 4th, 1ti73, p. 70.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Treasurer's Account~. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the PreRident and 

Commissioner O'Donohue be appointed a committee to exam
ine and audit the Treasurer's accounts from the 1st October, 

1874, to the 30th June, 1875, inclusive. 

(Minutes, October 23d, 1874, p. 323.) 

Adopted. 

Trausfer of Balances of Appropriatione. 

Commissioner WILLIAl\ISON offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment be 

requested to transfer the sum ot two hundred and thirty-eight 
dollars and twenty-three cents ($23t:L23) from the unexpended 
balance of the appropriation for the maintenance and govern
ment of Harlem River Bridges, 1874, to that for the mainten
ance and government of Harlem River Bridges, 1873; also, to 
transfer a further sum of twenty-six dollars and ninety-two 



July 27, 1875.J 163 

cents ($26.92) from the unexpended balance of the appropria
tion for the maintenance and government of the Observatory, 
Museum and Gallery of .Art, 1874, to that for the maintenance 
and government of the Musfjum, Observatory and Gallery of 
Art, 1873. 

Adopted. 

Screened Gravel. 

The PRESIDl!:NT presentea a requisition of the Superintendent 
for 5,000 cubic yards of screened gravel; whereupon, 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the Secretary be 

directed to insert the necessary advertisements for propo~als 

to deliver said amount of screened gravel. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board w~)Uld 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the membE)rs of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Bill of C. YaUK. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON presented a bill of C. Vaux, archi
tect, for advising the Lanscape Architect in regard to various 

matters, from August to November, 1874, and amounting to 
$350, and moved that said bill be referred to the Auditing 
Committee, with instructions to audit it. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Animals, &c., left on Exhibition in tIle Menagerie. 

The PRESIDENT presented a list of all animals, birds, &c., left 
at the Menagerie for exhibition, with the names of the owners 
and the cost of the keep of said animals, &c. 
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Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said list be filed, and 

that the subject of keeping on exhibition and the feeding of 
animals, birds, &c., not belonging to the Department, be refer

red to the President, with power. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Chap. 608, Chap. 619, Laws of 1875. 

The PRESIDENT presented certified copies of Chap. 608, Laws 
of 1875, and Chap. 619, Laws of 1875. The first granting 
$575,000 in bonds of the city of New York, for the purpose of 
construction works and repairs to architectural structures, and 

$50,000 in like bonds for the purpose of laying out, &c., the 
23d and 24th Wards, during 1875, this sum being in addition 

to the amount appropriated for the same purpose by the Board 
of Estimate and Apportionment. The latter granting authority 
to this department to set apart a site on the Central Park for 
a building for the "American College of Music." 

(Minutes, May 10th and June 29th, 1875, pp. 21 and 118.) 

Filed. 

Approaches to 7th Regiment Statue. 

The Landscape Architect presented a plan showing the site 

of the 7th Regiment Statue, and of proposed approaches to it. 
(Minutes, July 8th, 1874, p. 133.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said plan be approved and 
adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to ,,;aid motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
.thereof as follows: 
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.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, 
O'Donohue-4. 

Williamson, 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON, the Board adjourned 
at 12 o'clock noon, to meet on Friday, the 30th inst., at--1.0 
o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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FRU)AY, JULY 30th, 187:;. 

9.30 O'OLOOK, A. M. 

Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening proposals for 

paving Third Avenue, from Westchester Avenue to the northerly 
side of 163d street. 

(Minutes, July 21st, 1875, lp. 133.) 

PRESENT-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" WILLIAMSON. 
" O'DONOHUE. 

The COMPTROLLER of the City of New York. 

The following proposals were received and publicly opened: 

PER SQUARE PER SQUARE TIME IN 

NO NAME OF BIDDER. 
YARD OF FOOT OF NEW WHICHWORK 

NEW PAVE- BRIDGE IS TO BE COM-

MEII1\ STONE. PLETED. 

- ---------------I-~--I--------

1 William A. Cuming ...........•......... 
2 James H. Perkins. .. .. .. . .. .. ........ . 
3 Charles C. Reed .... , ........•••......•. 
4

1

John P. Cumming, Jr .................. . 
5,Isaac Lunny ................... , ...... . 
6iEdward Bradburn .................... . 
7iJames Everard ............ _ ......... .. 
siJohn Bennett ......................... . 
9

1

JOhn G. Smith ....••.................. 
10 John B. Devlin ....................... . 
11 R. & J. Cuningham .... , ........ _ ...... . 

$1 135 
3 07 
1 !l8 
2 ]2 
1 137 
1 1,9 
2 03 
1 '[9 
1 il7t 
1 !l7 
1 il5 

47 cents. 
79 " 
45 
49 
48 
39 
44 
39 
50 
50 
48 

" .. I 

80 days. 
150 " 
120 " 
125 " 

60 " 
70 " 
70 " 

145 " 
75 " 
50 " 

150 " 

_ The Surveyor's estimates, on which the bids are to be tested, 
are as follows: 

2,000 square yards of new pavement. 
7,500 square feet of new bridge stone. 

The time to complete the work to be Clalculated at $3.50 per 
day. 
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The Comptroller having retired, the Board met in adjourned 

session, at 10 o'clock A. M. 

PRESENT-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON, the Board ad

journed without transacting any business. 

WILLIAM IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4th, 181'$. 

9.30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening proposals for 
paving Third Avenue, from the northerly side of 163d Street 
to the northerly boundary of the 23d Ward. 

(Minutes, July 30th, 1875, p. 167.) 

Present-Oommissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

The OOMPTROLLER of the city of New York. 

The following proposals were received and publicly opened: 

NO NAME OF BIDDER. 

1 John G. Smith ............ . 
2 Charles Guidet ............ . 
3 Robert Jardine ........... . 
4 John P. Cumming, Jr ...... . 
5 Isaac Lunny ......... : .... . 
6 Edward Bradburn .....•... 
'7 John C. Dowling .......... . 
8 John B. Devlin ............ . 
9 James Everard ........... . 

10 John Bennett .............. . 

PER SQUARE PER SQUARE TIME IN WHICH 

YARD OF NEW FOOT OF NEW WORK II! TO BE 

PAVEMENT. BRIDGE STONE. COMPLETED. 

$1 83 
2 45 
1 79 
2 15 
2 08 
1 82 
1 62 
1 83 
2 48 
1 6'7 

45 cents. 
'75 " 
40 " 
51 " 
58 " 
40 " 
55 " 
45 " 
60 " 
43 " 

80 days. 
150 " 
90 " 

125 " 
100 " 
80 " 

120 " 
65 " 
80 " 

135 " 

The Surveyor's estimates on which the bids are to be tested 
are as follows: 

2,500 square yards of new pavement. 
6,500 square feet of new bridge stones. 

The time to complete the work to be calculated at $3.50 per 
day. 
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The COMPTROLLER having retireJ, the 'Board met in regular 
session at 10 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" 
" 

MARTIN. 
WILLIAMSON. 

" O'I)ONOHUE. 
The minutes of the previous meetings of the 27th and 30th 

July, 1875, were read a:p.d approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Maps, &c., of 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Oommissioner of the Department of Public Works, 
requesting that copies of maps, plans and surveys in this De
partment, relating to the 23d and 24th Wards be furnished for 
the purpose of placing them on file in the Department of 
Public Works; and stating that if this Department has not 
sufficient help to make said copies that he would send a 
draughtsman to make them. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had replied to said communi
cation, and informed the Commissioner of the Department of 
Public Works that every facility would be given to any 
draughtsman he might send for the purpose of making copies 
of all said maps, plans and surveys. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the action of the Presi
dent in the matter be approved. 

Adopted. 

The Fountains. 

From tho Commissioner of the Department of Public Works, 
stating that t3e supply of water in the reservoirs at present is 
very low, and asking that all . the fountains in the public 
parks be stopped during the night. 

The PRESIDENT stated that, as requested, he had ordered all 
the fountains to be stopped between the hours of 8 o'clock p. 

M. and 8 o'clock A. M. until further order. 
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Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the action of the 
President in the matter be approved. 

Adopted. 

Central Bridge. 

From the Engineer of Construction with reference to repair
ing the draw in Central Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received 
and filed, ·and that said draw be repaired, by days' work, 
to the extent required by the specification therefor, heretofore 
approved by the Board; and that in executing the work the 
Engineer be directed to adhere to said specifications as far as 
possible. 

(Minutes, July 27th, 1875,1'. 161.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, 0'
Donohue-4. 

Repairs to Mineral Springs. 

From Mr. Carl H. Schultz, lessee of the Mineral Springs in 
Central Park, presenting a bill for repairs done on said building, 
amounting to $44.80. 

Also from the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the 
work charged for in said bill has been executed, and that it 
was necessary. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Carl H. Schultz be paid the 
amount ($44.80) expended by him on said repairs. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 
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Ayes-Oommissioners, Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, 0'
Donohue-4. 

Sprinkling Sedgwick A v. 

From t.he Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, report
ing that the estimate cost of sprinkling Sedgwick A venue would 
be $300 for tanks and pipes, and $7 to $10 per day for labor. 

(Minutes, July 21st, 1875, p. 142.) 
Laid on the table. 

Main Street, 24th Ward. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, stating 
that the condition of the gutter on Main Street, near Oross 
Street, in the 24th Ward, to which the Health Department 
called the attention of this Department, is caused by the gutter 
becoming stopped by the deposits from foul water thrown from 
the houses near, as the grade at that point is very slight. That 
he is having the gutter paved to the opposite side of Oross 
Street, so as to give a more uniform fall, but that the nuisance 
complained of cannot be abated unless the Health Department 
prevent the owners of the houses from throwing the foul refuse 
water in the gutter. 

(Minutes, July 21st, 1875, p. 133.) 
Oommissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said communication 

be received, and that the President be reqtlested to communi
cate the substance thereof to the Health Department. 

Adopted. 

Courtland and Fordham Avenues. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, re
porting that he had remedied the matters complained of by the 
Health Department respecting the gutters at Courtland Ave
nue and 154th, 155th, 156th, 157th, 158th and 159th Streets, 
and the ditch on the east side of Fordham A venue. 

(Minutes, June 11, 1875, p. 81.) 
Filed. 
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Gate-keeper, Hugh Reilly. 

From the Police Surgeon, reporting favorably on the physi
cal qualifications of Hugh Reilly. 

(Minutes, July 27th, 1875,p. 162.) 
The PRESIDENT stated that on receipt of said report, he had 

directed said Hugh Reilly to be placed on the police force as 
a gate-keeper. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the said report be re
ceived and the action of the President approved. 

Adopted. 

Night Watchmau, Thomas Morrissey. 

From the Police Surgeon, reporting that he had examined 
Thomas Morrissey, and that he found his physical qualifica
tions satisfactory. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said Thomas Mor
rissey be appointed a night watchman in the place of Patrick 
Sullivan, dismissed. 

(Minutes, July 21st, 1875, p. 152.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbens, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. D. C. Weeks & Son, notifying the Department 
that unless thAy receive directions to make the alterations in 
the Hoor of the arches of the Museum of Natural History 
buildings, which they heretofore offered to do for $945, by the 
1st of August, that they would withdraw their offer. 

(Minutes, June 29th, 1875, p. 113.) 
Laid on· the table. 
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Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. D. C. Weeks & Son, contractors for the mason 
work of the Museum of Natural History building, requesting 
that the foundations of the areas of said building be built 
immediately. 

Referred to the Superintending Architect to report upon. 

Westchester A venue. 

From Mr. Wm. Cauldwell, requesting that Westchester 
Avenue, in the 23d Ward, be widened to at least 80 feet. 

(Minutes, March 17th, 1875, p .. 576.) 
Referred to the Civil and Topographical Engineer to report. 

Delmonico Place. 

From Mr. Wm. Cauldwell, requesting that Delmonico Place 
be extended so as to intersect Boston A venue, and that the 
name of said place be changed. 

Filed. 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON thereupon moved that the com

munication and map for the extension of said Delmonico Place, 
from 156th Street to the BOiiton Avenue, heretofore submitted to 
the Board by the Civil and Topographical Engineer, and laid 
on the table, be taken therefrom. 

(Minutes, January 20th, 1875, p. 467.) 
Adopted. 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON then offered the following .pre

amble and resolution: 
Whereas, The Commissioners of the Department of Public 

Parks of the City of New York, or a majority of them, deem 
the changes (specified on the map or plan hereinafter men
tioned) in the streets, roads and avenues, as laid down and 
established by the Commissioners appointed under Chapter 
841 of the Laws of 1868, on a map of the same, filed in the 
office of the Register of the County of Westchester, on the 23d 
day of February, 1871, to be required: therefore, 

Re.solved, That under and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on the said Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks 
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of the city oLNew York, b.y Chapters 329 and 604 of the Laws 
of 1874, they ao hereby layout the street, road or avenue, 
within that part of the 23d Ward of the city of New York 
which formerly constituted the town of Morrisania, and which 
lies north and east of a line commencing at the termination of 
the southerly line of 155th Street, at or in the Hudson river; 
running thence easterly along said southerly line of 155th 
Street and a prolongation of said line to the middle of Harlem 
river, and running thence southerly along the middle of said 
Harlem river to the Sound, north of Randel's Island, shown on 
a map or plan dated" Mount St. Vincent, Central Park, Janu
ary 14th, 1875," and signed "Geo. S. Greene, Civil and Top. 
Eng.," of the width, extent and direction that said street, road 
or avenue is designated on said map 01:' plan by red lines, 
figures and color, and that the width, extent and direction of 
the said street, road or avenue so laid out is such as to the said 
Commissioners, or a majority of them, seem most conducive to 
the public good; and that the President of the Department 
cause the said street, road or avenue to be surveyed and desig
nated by proper monuments, where the same is not already so 
designated; also to have prepared and submitted to this Board 
three similar maps or plans and profiles of the same, to be filed 
in pursuance of said laws above mentioned. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
vot,ing in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, 
O'Donohue-4. 

Commissioner MARTIN then moved that the name of Del
monico Place, in the 23d Ward, be changed to "Trinity 
Avenue." 

Adopted. 

Art Museum. 

From Mr. John Hogan, contractor for the granite work of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, stating that he has completed 
sufficient work te entitle him to the third payment of $8,500 on 
this contract, and in a few days will have completed sufficient 

to entitle him to the fourth payment of $2,000. 
(Minutes, June 2d, 1875, p. 65.) 
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Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the Superintending 
Architect be directed to prepar~ the estimates for said two 
payments when the contractor has completed sufficient work to 

entitle him to them, and that they be then audited, without 
waiving the notice given to said contractor by reRolution of the 

Board, on the 10th May, 1875, and entered on page 20 of the 
minutes. 

Adopted. 

F. L. Underhill. 

From Mr. F. L. Underhill, rodman, asking leave of absence 
until September 1st, 1875, on account of ill health. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Mr. Underhill has been seriously 
ill with typhoid fever during all the month of July, and that 

he had directed him to be returned on the pay-roll and allowed 
full pay during that time. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the President's action 
in the matter be approved, and that Mr. Underhill be granted 
leave of absence without pay until September 1st, next. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agee to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

T. A. Henry, Sergeant. 

From Mr. T. A. Henry, sergeant, asking for twenty days 
leave of absence from the 15th instant, on account of ill 
health. 

Referred to the Lieutenant to report. 

Pay of Laborer" detailed as Special Keeper~. 

From John McOarthy, laborer, detailed as special keeper, 
asking for an increase of pay. 
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Oommissioner MARTIN moved that the pay of John Mc
Oarthyand Daniel Dwyer, laborers, detailed as special keepers, 
be fixed at the rate of $2.24 per day. 

'fhe PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board wouJd 
agree to said motion, and it was determined il1 the affirmative, 
a majority of all members of the Board voting in favor thereof, 
as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Geo. W. Snow. 

From Mr. O. Spaulding and others requesting that George 
W. Snow be re-employed as foreman. 

Laid on the table. 

F. Bernard Lynch. 

From Mr. John E. Devlin and others, requesting that F. Bel'· 
nard Lynch be employed as a foreman. 

Laid on the table. 

Peter Madden. 

Prom Peter Madden, applying to be appointed a gate-keeper, 
and enclosing a recommendation from Messrs. E. L. Oornell & 
00., and others. 

Laid on the table. 

Madison Square Fountain. 

From Mr. Parry, requesting that a small amount of mason
work be done to the foundations of the fountain in Madison 
Square, so as to enable him to proceed with the contract for the 
erection of the fountain. 

(Minutes, Oct. 9th, 1874, p. 306). 
Referred to the Superintending Architect to report upon. 

Hhetland Ponies, &c. 

From the Landscape Architect, reporting upon the applica
tion of Mr. Joseph J. Snow for a license permitting him to place 
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Shetland ponies and pony carriages for children on the Cen
tral Park for hire, and recommending that the Board authorize 
a trial, for two months, of the project of providing ponies for 
children for hire in Central Park, the route to be from Oopcot 
to the Marble Arch; the ponies to be led on the east side of 
the drive: the charges to be for a single ride either way 10 
cents j for a ride both ways 15 cents; the ponies not to be 
over four feet in height, of good appearance and their equip
ment and management to be satisfactory to the Superintendent. 

(Minutes, July 21st, 1875, p. 143.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the report of the 

Landscape Architect be received and adopted, and that Mr. J. 
J. Snow be allowed to place Shetland ponies for hire on the 
Oentral Park upon the conditions recommended, during the 
next two months; Mr. Snow to pay to the Department each 
month 15 per cent. of his gross receipts. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Oommissioner WILLIAMSON, chairman of the Auditing Oom
mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Ametrano, E. J., fireworks ............. Independence Day. 

Babbitt, B. T., soap .................. Maint. and Govrnt. 

P.and Places .. 

Cohn, A. B., mower parts ............. Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and Places .. 

Dugan, Francis, repairs to slating ...... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and Places .. 

Dodworth's Band, music ......... " ... Independence Day. 

Dodworth's Band, music. " ...... " ... Music, Central Park 

De Grauw, Aymar & Co., rope ... ' ..... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

$375 50 

7 25 

14 69 

165 03 

900 00 

550 00 

48 02 
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Gates, Church E., & Co., lumber ...... Main!. etc., H. R. 

Bridges ...... . 

Gates, Church E., & Co., lumber .•... Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

Grafulla, C. S., music ...........•..... Music, Central Park 

Lugar, J. G., & Sons, labor and matls .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Places .. 

Lee Box and Lumber Co., labor and matls.Maint. etc., Harlem 

R. Bridge ..... 

Lefferts, Marshall, Jr., galvzd. nails .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Places .. 

McDermott, John, meat, June .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Places .. 

Mapes, Danl. Jr., hay and oats ... " .... Maint. etc., 23d 

-and 24th Wards 

Mott, J. L., iron works, casting ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Places .. 

MeKeon, J. J., magpies ............... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Places .. 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., rent •••••. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Places .. 

Pratt, Chas. & Co., oils .............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Places .. 

Maint.. etc., H. 

R. Bridges ... 

/ Rollins, True Worthy, labor and matIs ... Museum of Nat. 

His ......... . 

Rollins, " temporary roof ... Museum of Nat. 

His •..•... ,. 

Roosevelt, Sami., & Co., harrlware, &c .. Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and Places .. 

Survg. layg. out, 

etc., 23d and 

24th Wards, etc. 

Ruhe, Louis, bird food .•.......•...... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and Places .. 

Siney & Langstroth, harness, th'd, etc.Maint. and Gov-mt. 

P. and Places .. 

City Parks Impt. 

Funds ........ . 

$240 83 

131 70 

550 00 

73 50 

786 02 

6 50 

182 00 

39 61 

13 78 

2000 

1,250 00 

$13 28 

1 60 
14 88 

8,000 00 

980 00 

$50 23 

6 50 
---- 56 '73 

8 00 

$10 58 

3 02 
13 60 
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Union Home and School, music ......... Independence Day. $30 00 

Vanderbilt Bros., mower parts ......... Maint., and Govmt. 

P. and Places .. 23 85 

Van Riper, Chas., sundries ............. Maint., etc., II. R. 

Bridges ....... . 24 50 

Wetmore & Co., iron and steel. ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Places .. 55 31 

$14,561 30 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ...... . $1,894 00 

Independence Day ....•...................... " .. , .... '" . . .. . . . 1,305 50 

Music, Central Park ............................ , . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . 1,100 00 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . 171 31 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem River Bridges. . . .. . . ........ _ . .. . . . . . 1,052 95 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards .... , ............. ,. 6 50 

Museum Natural History.. . ...... .. ...... ..... ...... ........... 8,980 00 

City Parks Impt. Fund. .. .. . . .. ............. .... ..... ..... .... ... 51 04 

$14,561 30 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fourteen thousand five hundred and 

sixty-one dollars and thirty cents. 
(Signed), 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, t 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, f 

Auditing Oommittee. 
New York, August 3d, 1875. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was detet:mined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the BOfl.rd voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the. minutes: 
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Department of Puhlic Parks, 

In account with DAVID B. WILLIAMSOJ(, TreasI<rer. 

1875. Ca. 

July 21. By balance ............... , ............... $1,714 16 

July 21st. } 
to " cash received from rents, licenses, grass, &c. 

Aug. 4th. 
841 97 
-- $2,556 13 . 

July 21st. 
to 

Aug. 4th. 

Aug. 40th. 

I DR. 
) To cash paid into city treasury .......•• " ... $75 36 

" balance......................... . ••. 2,480 77 

---- $2,556 13 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

TrelUiurer, D. P. P. 
Wednesday, August 4, 1875, 9.30 A. M. 

Police Uniforms. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the quality of the lining of' the 
police uniforms furnished by Messrs. Conklin & Son, was re
ported by the Lieutenant and Property Clerk to be inferior to 
that required by the contract, and moved that the whole sub
ject be referred to Commissioner WILLIAMSON, with power. 

(Minutes, April 7th, 1875, p. 635). 
Adopted. 

Museum of Natural History. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved; That Mr. Calvert Vaux, architect, be paid for his 

compensation as architect for the completion and equipment of 
the Museum of Natural History, at the following rates: two 
and one-half per cent. for plans, working-drawings and specifi
cations, and three-fourths per cent. for superintendence on the 
first $500,000 of expenditure, and two and one-half per cent. 
for plans, working-drawings and specifiGations for the com
pletion and equipment of the building, and that the superin
teLdence, after the expenditure of the first $500,000, be left 
with the Superintending Architect of this Department. 

(Minutes, December 9th, 1873, p. 444). 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a-
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tive, a majority of all the JUembers of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 

Noe-Commissioner Stebbins-l. 

Engineering Force. 

The PRESIDENT stated that, on the application of the Land

scape Architect, he had re-employed on the 7th July last the 

following named persons in the engineering force, at the rates 

set opposite their names. 

Charles M~ Harris, Assistant Engineer ......... $5 00 per day. 
Ed. A. Miller, Rodman ...................... 3 00 " " 
D. Campbell, " ...................... 3 00 " " 
WID. A. Jeffries, ... t\.xeman. . . . .. ...... . . . . . . .. 2 50 " " 
John Arnold, " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 2 50 " " 

Cqmlllissioner MARTIN moved that the employment of the 
above named p6rsons, Jrom July 7th up to date, at the rates 
above mentioned, be approved by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof; as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Engineer of Steam Engine in 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the serivces of 'V. O. 
Green, as engineer of the steam engine in the 23d and 24th 
Wards, be continued from the date of the expiration of his last 
employment until the 11th inst. 

(Minutes, July 21st, 1875, p. 153.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Boanl voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 
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Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Foreman Wolf. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE stated that he was informed that 
certain charges had been preferred by persons in the employ

ment of the Department against foreman Wolf, and he moved 
that the investigation of said matter be referred to the Execu

tive Oommittee. 
Adopted. 

City Surveyor on 3d A venue paving. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Louis Falkenau be appointed 

Oity Surveyor, on the work of paving Third Avenue. 
Oommissioner MARTIN moved that the subject of appointing 

a City Surveyor on said work be laid over until next meeting. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Oommissioner O'DONOHUE the Board ad
journed at 11.30 o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday the 11th, 
iust., at 4 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA11
, AIJGUST 11th, 1870. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4 o'clock P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONO~UE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of August 4th, 1875, 
were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Fifth Avenue. 

From the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works, 
requesting this Department to establish the width of the road
way and sidewalks of Fifth Avenue, for 350 feet from the 
Northern boundary of Central Park, and 35) feet from the 
Southern boundary of Mount Morris Square; and submitting 
duplicate plans of the same. 

(Minutes, March 14th, 1875, p. 23.) 

Commissioner MA.RTIN, thereupon, offered the following reso
lution: 

Re8olved, That the duplicate plans, showing the lines of 
curb on the Fifth A veune, north of the Central Park and 
south of Mount Morris Square, submitted to this Department 
by the Uommissioner of the Department of Public Works, are 
hereby adopted, and the lines of curb, as the same are shown 
on said plans, for the distance of 350 feet north of the outer 
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boundary of the Central Park, and for the distance of 350 feet 
sonth of the outer boundary of Mount Morris Square, are 
hereby determined by this clepartment in pllrsuance of Sec. 1, 
Chap. 850 of the Laws of 1873; that the President be, and he 
hereby is, authorized and directed to certify both of said plans, 
to cause one of them to be filed in this Department, and to 
transmit the other to the Department of Public Works. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono~ 

hue-4. 

City Parks Improvement Fund. 

From the Secretary of the Boaed of Estimate and Appor

tionment, stating that the following resolution had been adop~ 

ted by a majority vote of all the members of said Board, on 

the 9th ·jnst., viz. : 

Resolved, That the Comptroller be, and he is hereby author~ 
ized to issue, from time to time, as rimy be required, and at 
such rates of interest as he may determine, not exceeding seveQ 
per cent. per annum., "City Parks Improvement Fund Stock," 
authorized by Chapter c08 of I"aws of 1875, as per requisi~ 
tion of the Department of Public Parks, dated ~9th day of 
June, 1875. One hundred thousand clolhtrs (100,0()Q). 

Filed. 
(Minutes June 29th, 1875, p. 118.) 

Planls in Propagating Dppartmcnt. 

From the Landscape Architect, reporting that, on further in~ 

vestigation, he finds that the testimony in regard to . the origi

nal ownership of the plants in the propagating department, 

claimed by Mr. Robert Demcker, late Landscape Gardener, is 

conflicting; that there is evidence that some of them have 

been paid for by this Department, and that there is no evi

dence that any of them legally belong to Mr. Demcker, sufficient 

to justify their delivery to him under the resolution of the Board 
of 21st of July last. 
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He therefore recommends that Mr. Demcker be requested, 
within 14 days, to cause the plants claimed by him to be 
marked, and to present written evidence of the witnesses whom 
he represents will testify to the facts establishing his owner
ship, and of the identity of the plants marked, with those the 
history of which is given by such witnesses; and that Mr. 
Demcker be notified that if he fails to furnish satisfactory evi
dence within the time named, the Department will not consider 
itself required to give further attention to the matter. 

(Minutes, July 21st, 1875, p. 137.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved tha~ said communication 

be received and the recommendations thewtin adopted by the 
13oard. 
Adop~d. 

Estimates for 1876. 

From the Landscape Architect, presenting a draft of the 
estimates for 1876. 

(Minutes, July 21st, 1875, p. 134.) 

Laid on the table. 

Stuyvesaut Square. 

From the Superintending Engineer, reporting upon the cost 
of the repairs to Stuyvesant square, requested by Mrs. C . .8. A. 
M. Salmon, and estimating it at $3,000. 

(Minutes, July 21st, 1875, p. 143.) 
The PRESIDEN'.r moved that the subject of the repairs to said 

Square be referred to Oommissioners Williamson and O'Don
ohue, to·report upon. 

Adopted. 

Eighth Avenue. 

From the Superintending Engineer, stating that there is no 
provision made to carry off the water from the east side of 
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Eighth Avenne, adjacent to the Central Park; that the De
partment of Public Works is making such provision on the 
west side of said avenue, and recommending that that Depart
ment be requested to make a similar provision on the Central 

Park side of the avenue. 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication be 

received, and that the President be requested to call the at
tention of the Commissioner of the Department of Works to 
the matter,1ts suggested by the Superintending Engineer. 

Adopted .. 

Superintendent's RepQl;t. 

From the Superint,3ndent of Parks, reporting what w<;>rk has 
been done by the force under his charge during the two weeks 
ending Saturday, July 31st, 1875. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, July 21st, 1875, p. 135.) 

Daniel Draper. 

From Mr. D. Draper, Director of the Meteorological OLsen'
atory, asking leave of absence for two weeks. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication be 
received, and Mr. D. Draper be granted leave of absence for 

two weeks, with pay. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Basins at Third Avenue and Grove Street. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, stating that the receiving basins at Third Avenue 
and Grove Street, in the Twenty-third Ward, which were built 
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by the contractor for regulating said Third Avenue, are not 
sufficient for the purpose of receiving all the water that finds 
its way to that point, but that as they were built by the con
tractor in accordance with his contract, he cannot be called 
upon to rebuild them 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the subject of recon
structing or enlarging Haid basins, and the pipes leading to 
them, be referred to the President, with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Repairs to House of Bronx River Draw Tender. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, stating that the house occupied by Mrs. Titus, 
draw-tender of Bronx River bridge, is the property of the city, 
that it is in a very wretched condition, and estimating the cost 
of repairing it at $175 to $200. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the subject of having 
said house repaired be referred to the President, with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Work done on 145th Street, Twenty-third Ward. 

From Mr. James R. Angel, attorney for Messrs. Haideran 
& Klein, presenting their bill for work done on vacant lots on 
145th Street, in the Twenty-third Ward, in pursuance of a reso-
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lution adopted by the Board of Trustees of the town of Mor
risania, of December 10th, 1873. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication and 
claim be referred to Commissioner Williamson to examine and 
report upon. 

Adopted. 

M. C. Barr, Inspector of the Museum Buildings. 

From M. C. Barr, Inspector of the Museum Buildings, 
asking to be allowed pay for one week, during which he was 
ahf::ent on account of illness. 

The PRESIDENT moved that M. C. Barr be allowed pay for 
week he was so absent. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

City Surveyor Third Ayenue Paving. 

From Mr. Wm. Rumble, asking to be appointed City Surveyor 
on the work of paving Third A venue. 

(Minutes, August 4th, 1875, p. 183.) 
Laid on the table. 

Inspector on Third A venue Paving. 

From Mr. R. D. Hamilton and others asking that Mr. John 
Armstrong be appointed an inspector on the work of paving 
Third Avenue. 

Laid on the table. 

C. Bernhard. 

From Night Watchman, Charles Bernhard, asking to be pro
moted to the position of Gate Keeper. 

(Minutes, June 6th, 1875, p. 80.) 

Laid on the table. 
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Inventory of Tools, &c. 

From the Property Clerk, submitting an inventory of all 
tools, implements, &c., of the Department on the 1st July, 1875, 
as required by Sec. 4, Art. II of the By-Laws. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication and inven
tory be received and filed. 

Adopted. 
Gardeners. 

-From the Superintending Gardener, asking that two addi
tional good gardeners be employed. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communication 
be received, and that two gardeners, as requested, be em
ployed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye.s-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue--4. 

Donkeys. 

From Mr. John Lucas, the licensee of the donkeys let for 
hire on the Central Park, asking that he be granted a more 
extended route on which to hire out said donkeys. 

(Minutes, March 6th, 1875, p. 569.) 
Referred to the Landscape Architect to report upon. 

T. A. Henry, Sergeant. 

From the Lieutenant, reporting upon the application of 
Sergt. T. A .. Henry for leave of absence. 

(Minutes, August 4th, 1875, p. 176.) 

Commissioner 0' DONOHUE moved that Sergeant Henry be 
granted ten days leave of absence, with pay, and that the 
Lieutenant be authorized to designate some one of the park
keepers to do his duty dm:ing his absence. 

.. 
'" 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the B03rd would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbilus, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the followillg report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to rflport that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Brunssen, Goo., '" Co., hat ......•. , .. Mllint. and Govmt .. 

Parks and P ..... 

Colwell, Jas. W., lumber ..•.•.•••... Maint., etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ..... 

Colwell, Jas. W., lumber .............. Maint., etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ...... 

Claflin, H. B., '" Co., thread and silk .. Mnint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..•.. 

DetwilJer, Street'" Co., fireworks ..••.. Independence Day .. 

Evening Post, advertising ...•...•... MBlint. and Govmt., 

Parks and P ..... 

Maint. H. R. Bridges 

Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ........ . 

City Parks Improve-

$4 67 

2 60 

2 67 

ment Fund. . . .. 5 26 

Evening Post, binding .......•.••••.. Maint. and Govmt .. 

Parks and P .••.. 

Edge, I. G. '" I., fireworks ..•••••.... Independence Day. 

Gould's Mfg. Co., force-pump .......... Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ......... . 

Hillman, Caleb, monuments .•.• , •••.•. Surveying, Laying 

out 23d and 24th 

Wards ....... .. 

$3 00 

735 90 

134 67 

8 31 

3,113 01 

15 20 

25 150 

1,894 00 

2215 00 

9 00 
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Hillman, Caleb, monuments .....•.... _ . Surveying, Laying 

out 23d and 24th 

Wards .•••..... 
Hogan, John, labor and materials .••.•. Museum of Art .. . 

Hogan, John, labor and materials .... , .Museum of Art ... . 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses .....•.. , .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ...•. 

Surveying, Laying 

out 23d and 24th 

Wards ....••... 

Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ........• 

Music-Cent. Park 

Keuffel & Esser, drawing materials _ •... Surveying, Laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ... . 

Moran'" Armstrong, labor materials .. Museum of Art ... " 

Marvin's Safe Co., lock. .............. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., gas .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..•.• 

Nichols, S. P., horse ................. Maint. and Govrnt. 

Parks and P ..... 

N. Y. Cement Co., cement ...•........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ....• 

Raynolds, C. T. & Co., paints, &c ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

r Parks and P ..... 

Shepperd, F., sundries,. • • . . . . . . ... Maint. 23d and 24th 

-Wards ........ . 

Simpson, A., bread-June ...•........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks andP ..... 

Schultz, Carl A., repairs to spa ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Vanderbilt Bros., grass-seed .•........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

$14 70 

8,500 00 

2,000 00 

$62 66 

6 90 

23 91 

1 50 
94 97 

5 40 

2,000 00 

75 00 

3 03 

250 00 

67 50 

54 80 

4 45 

45 50 

44 80 

24 715 

----
$19,348 49 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .. . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ............. . 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem River Bridges ........ " .. . 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ... . 

Music, Central Park ......................... " .. . 

Independence Day ................... _ .......... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ..................... . 

Museum ?f Art .........•........................ 

[ Wednesday, 

$669 52 

1,126 60 

2 60 

36 00 

1 50 

5,007 01 

5 26 

12,500 00 
$19,348 49 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of nineteen thousand three hundred 

and forty-eight dollars and forty.nine cents. 

(Signed) 
DAYID B. \VILLIAMSO", } 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, A,1lditing Committee. 

New York, August 10, 1875. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Sale of Wool. 

The TREASURER reported that the wool ordered to be sold 
had been sold at public auction through Messrs. Mills & Coffin, 

who had rendered their account of sales, showing net proceeds 
amounting to $240.64. 

(Minutes, June 2d, 1875, p. 61.) 
The PRESIDENT moved that the Treasurer be authorized to 

accept said account of sales and receive payment for said wool 
as therein stated. 

Adopted. 
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Exotic Plants. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON presented a letter from the Land

scape Architect, stating that the exotic plants were now ready 
for inspection at Mount St. Vincent, and recommending that 
they be sold by public auction. 

(Minutes, May 7th, 1875, p. 16.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the subject of the 

disposal of said exotic plants be referred to the President, with 
power. 

Adopted. 

Third Avenue Paving. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following two resolutiolls : 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.8) of Mr. John Bennett for 

the paving of Third Avenue, from Westchester Avenue to the 
northerly sine of 163d Street, be accepted as the lowest bid; 
that the contract be awarded to said John Bennett, and that 
the President be, and he hereby is, authorized to execute the 
same for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, July 30th, 1875, p. 167.) 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.7) of Mr. John C. Dowling 

for the paving of Third Avenue, from the northerly side of 
163d Street to the northerly boundary of the 23d Ward, be ac
cepted as the lowest bid; that the contract be awarded to 
said John C. Dowling, and that the President be, and he 
hereby is, authorized to execute thes ame for and on behalf of 
this Department. 

(Minutes, August 4th, 1875, p. 169.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said two resolutions, and it was determined in the af
firmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, 0'
Donohue-4. 

Engineering Force. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the following persons be restored to full pay, 
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and that the Disbursing Clerk is hereby directed to place their 
names upon the paY-ToU of the offlcen; and clerks for August, 
together with the amounts remaining unpaid to them Tespect
ively at its date for services since 23d March last, and to charge 
the same to construction account, viz, J olm Bogart, Otto Sibeth, 
Halsted Hermans and Arthur Krause. 

(Minutes, 1\1a,rch 24th, 1875, p. 600.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4 . 

. City Surveyor. 

Oommissioner MARTIN offered the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Whereas, It is important that fLU the surveying in the Twen
ty-third and 'rwenty-fourth Wards on all sewers and street im
provements should be done by this Department, for the pur
pose of saving expense to the property owners; therefore, 

Resolved, That a city surveyor be employed in this Depart
ment in the corps of Civil and Topographical Engineers. 'rhat 
it shall be his duty to do all the surveying work on the contracts 
that may be made by the Department, in the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards, for any street or sewer construction 
work. That his salary shall be two thousand dollars a year, 
and that the salary shall be apportioned upon the different 
contracts upon which he shall be engaged, and collected in the 
usual manner in the assessment for the work under such con
tract. 

(Minutes, January 9th, 1875, p. 441.) 
Adopted. 

Engineer of Steam Engine in Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the employment of W. C. Green, 
as Engineer of the steam-engine in the Twenty-third and 

Twenty-fourth Wards, be continued until the first September 
next. 

(Minutes, Aug. 4th, 1875, p. 182.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majorit.y of all t.he members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, 
0'Donohue-4. 

Williamson, 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON, the Board adjourned 
at 6 o'clock P. M., to meet on Thursday, the 12th inst., at 9 
o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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TIIURSDAY, AUGUST l~th, 1870. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present.-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" W1LLIAMSON . 

" O'DONOHUE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting was dispensed with. 

The following communication was pres~nted and read :

From the Superintendent of Parks and Superintending 
Architect upon the following matters: 

Museum of Natural History. 

Recommending that an order be given to Messrs. D. C. 

Weeks & Son to make the alterations in the arches of the 

Museum of Natural History building for the pU1'po~e of enabl
ing a tile in place of a wooden floor to be laid. 

(Minutes, Aug. 4th, 1875, p. 173.) 

5th ave. &; 8th ave. wall~ and repairs to Architectural structures. 

Recommending that the mason work on the Fifth aud Eighth 
Avenue walls and on the repairs to the architectual structures 
be proceeded with immediately, and stating that, if these works 
are ordered, he will require 39 stone-masons, 9 stone cutters, 1 
black-smith, 6 bricklayers, 2 granite-cutters and 45 laborers in 

addition to the present force. 

Morningside Park. 

That if it is proposed to proceed with and complete the con-
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struction of the sewer on Morningside Park, he will require 12 
bricklayers and 12 laborers in additIon for this work. 

(Minutes, June 29th and .July 21st, 1875, pp. 119 and 150.) 
The PRESIDENT moved that, as recommended in said com

munication, the plan submitted by Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, 
on the 16th June, 1875, for a modification of the original plan 
of the Museum of Natural History building by substituting 

tile or cement instead of boarding for the floor, and the con

sequent necessary changes in the brick-arches be adopted; 
and that an order be given to Messrs. D. C. Weeks & Son, the 
contractors, to make such necessary changes in said arches 
at a cost not exceeding $945. 

(Minutes, Aug. 4th, 1875, p. 173.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue---':'4. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the mason work on 
the Fifth and Eighth Avenue walls, and the repairs to archi
tectural structures on the Central Park be proceeded with, and 
that the mechanics and laborers required for that purpose, as 
mentioned in said communication, be employed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of an the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the subject of the com
pletion .of the coustrQ.ction of the Sewer in Morningside Park at 

... 

.. 
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the present time, and the employment of the mechanics and 
laborers necessary for the work, as mentioned in said commu
nication, be referred to the President and Commissioner Mar
tin, with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Swings fol' Children on Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to reconstruct the swings for children on the Central 
Park, at a cost not exceeding $700, which shall be charged to 
construction account. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Mr. W. H. Grant, Engineer of Construction. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Mr. W. H. Grant, Engineer of 
Construction, had applied for leave of absence, and moved that 
he be granted leave of absence with pay for two weeks. 

Adopted. 

Central Bridge. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that, inasmuch as it is neces~ 
sary to have the draw in the Central Bridge rebuilt as soon as 
possible, the Engineer of Construction be directed to expedite 
the work as much as possible, and that sixteen carpenters be 
appointed and set to work on it as soon as he is ready to pro~ 

oeed. 
(Minutes, July 27th, 1875, p. 161.) 



202 [ Thursday, 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in tIle affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Marion and Berrian A yenues. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that, inasmuch as the late 
Counsel to the Corporation had not replied to the communica

tion of this Department relative to the title of the city to 
Marion Avenue, the subject of proceeding with the flagging of 
the sidewalks of said avenue and of the sidewalks of Berrian 

A venue, as directed by the ordinances of the Common Conncil, 

be referred to the President and Commissioner Martin, to re
port. 

(Minutes, April 30th and May 7th, 1875, pp. 686 anc114.) 
Adopted. 

Labor Tickets. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent be instructed 
not to honor any labor tickets issued to laborers, unless pre
sented to him within three days from the time of delivery to 
the laborers. 

Adopted. 

Foreman P. McGovern. 

Commissioner O'Donohue moved that Patrick McGovern be 
appointed a foreman of laborers. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, 'Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 
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Restoration of Laborers. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the Presillent be 

authorized to restore to work, in his discretion, any laborers 

who may have been dropped from the pay-roll on account of 
having been absent from sickness, provided such absence has 

not been longer than ten days. 
(Minutes, Oct. 21st, 1874, p. 309.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of Oommissioner WILLIAMSON, the Board ad
journed at 10 o'clock A. M. 

WlIL IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESll1l.Y, AUGUST 18th, 1813. 

9.30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening proposals for 
the following supplies: 

1. The delivery on Manhattan Square of 10,000 cubic yards 
of earth fillings. 

(Minutes, July 27, 1875, p. 161.) 

2. The delivery on any of the public parks, as required, of 
5,000 cubic yards of screened gravel. 

(Minutes, July 27, 1875, p. 163.) 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" WILLIAMSON. 
" O'DONOHUE. 

The COMPTROLLER of the City. 

The following proposals were received and publicly opened': 

For the delivery of 10,000 cubic yards of earth filling. 

No. 1. John D. & Thos. E. Crimmins ......... : ...... at 41 cents per cubic yard 
" 2. John Slattery ................................. 42" " " 
" 3. H. H. Brown & John J. Quinn ................ "49 " 
" 4. John T. Doyle ........... '., ••...... , ....... "61 " 

5. Wm C. Jardine ............................. " '10 
" 6. A. W. Cambell ............................ " "85 " 

For the delivery of 5,000 cubic yards of screened gravel. 

No. 1. Egbert H. Fairchild ............................ at $2 33 per cubic yard. 
" 2. John A. Boker ................................ " 2 10" " 
" 3. Michael Fay. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . .... 2 44 
" 4. Charles H. Kohler and James H. Perkins .. ' ...... " 1 '19t 
" 5. Jesse Ryder ................................... " 1 80 
" 6. Andrew Geoghegan .. , ......................." 2 25 
,. '1 . .Andrew Govan ....••.......................... " 1 85 

The Comptroller having retired, the Board met in regular 
session at 10 o'clock A. M. 
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Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 
" WILLIAMSON. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 11th and 12th 
inst. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Pay of Laborers. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council forwarding the fol
owing resolution, adopted by the Board of Aldermen on June 
24th, 1875, and received from his Honor the Mayor, without 
his objection or approval on August 11th, 1875, viz.: 

"Resolved, That the wages of all unskilled laborers employed 
in the several Departments of the Oity Government be, and 
the same is hereby fixed, at the sum of two dollars per day of 
eight hours, that being by State law, a legal day's work." 

(Minutes, July 21, 1875, p. 152.) 
Filed. 

T. W. Rollins. 

From the Oomptroller, calling the attention of the Depart
ment to the fact that Mr. T. W. Rollins, contractor for the iron 

. work of the Museum of Natural History building, had exceed
ed the time allowed by the contract for the completion of the 
work, and thereby rendered himself liable to a fine as provided 
by said contract. 

Commissioner MAR'l'IN moved that said communication be 
referred to the President to report. 

Adopted. 

Ponds, Lakes, &c., of Central Park. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that large accu
mulationsof mud, sand and refuse from the sewerage ofthe Cen
tral Park had gathered in the several ponds and lakes in the 
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Park, and that especially the pond near Fifth Avenue and 
Fifty-ninth Street was in a state liable to cause malarial 
dise.ases. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication.be referred 
to the Executive Committee. 

Adopted. 

Sheep-Fold. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, f>tating that the work of 
grading the ground in front of the sheep-fold, completing the 
steps and placing a picket fence around it, was partly completed 
when all construction work was suspended last March, and 

asking further instructions in the matter. 
(Minutes, March 6, 1875, p. 566.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent be directed 
to continue and complete said works in connection with the 
sheep-fold. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follmys : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Morris Spillane. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending that Mor
ris Spillane, a rockman, be appointed a blaster. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said Morris Spillane be appoint
ed a blaster, as recommended. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 
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Bridge over Bronx River. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, 
stating that the second bridge over the Bronx river broke and 
fell into the stream while a number of cattle were passing over 
it, on the 17th in st. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of the 23d . 
and 24th Wards be directed to repair the bridge, in a tempo
rary manner, as soon as possible. 

'fhe PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all members of the Board voting in favor thereof, 
as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Madin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, 
stating that the town authorities of Westchester village, who 
will have to pay half th~ expense of rebuilding the said bridge 
over the Bronx river, are required by law to appropriate the 
moneys required for such purposes by September 1st, in each 
year. Thl,tt, for the purpose of making such appropriation, 
they desire to be informed what plans this Department would 
propose for a new bridge, and the estimated cost of the struc
ture. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the Engineer of Con
struction be directed to prepare plans for iron bridges, to take 
the place of the wooden ones now over the Bronx river, and 
give an estimate of the cost of the construction of the same, 
at the next Board meeting; and that the President be re
quested to communicate with the authorities of said village of 

Westchester on the subject. 
Adopted. 

American Mnseum of Natural History. 

From the Superintendent of the American Museum of Nat-
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ural History, asking that a desk-case be constructed. for the 
use of said Museum. 

(Minutes, December 23, 1874, p. 424.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said desk-case be constructed by 
the force in the employment of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

8th ave. wall. 

From the Wilson & Hughes Stone 00., requesting instruc
tions as to the completion of the work on the Eighth Avenue 
wall under their contract. 

(Minutes, August 7, 1873, p. 181.) 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said Wilson & Hughes 
Stone 00. be directed to proceed at once and complete the 
work of building the Eighth A venue wall in pursuance of said 

contract. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whethel' the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Camera Obscura. 

From Mr. Henry J. Janton, asking permissioI:. to erect a 
camera obscura on the Oentral Park. 

(Minutes, March 6, 1875, p. 569.) 
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Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said request be re

fnsed. 

Adopted. 

Valentine Gauch. 

From Messrs. Frederick Baker, Smith Ely, Jr., aud others, 

recommending Mr. Valentine Gauch for a position on the police 

force. 

Laid on the table. 

Ponies and Pony carriages. 

From Mr. J. J. Snow, asking that his license to let ponies 

for hire on Central Park be extended for two years. Also that 

he be granted a license to let pony carriages for hire on the 
Park. 

(Minutes, August 4, ]875, p. 177.) 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication be 

referred to the Landscape Architect to report upon. 

Adopted. 

Repair to Roads in 24th Ward. 

From Mr. Henry F. Spaulding, stating that he and some 
other residents in the vicinity of Riverdale, in the 24th Ward, 

had repaired certain of the roads in that locality, and asking 

the Department to audit and pay a bill of the expenses of such 
repairs. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSbN moved that said communication 
be referred to the President to inform Mr. Spaulding that the 

Board cannot recognize claims incurred in such a manner by 
private citizens. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report :-
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the saine 
to the Board for approval: 

Ames Plow Co., canal barrows ........ Oity Parks Impt. 

Fuud ........... . 

Am. Dist. Tel. Co., rent and services .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks andP ..... 

Byrne &; 00., hay, oats, corn, &;c ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ... 

Douglass, W. P., rent Museum of Art .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Florence, Wm. H., services .......... Maint. Har. Riv. 

Bridges ........ . 

Gordon, Robt., Trea8., ins. and wages .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Places .. 

Russell, W. D., fittings to engine ... Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ......... . 

Ryder, Frank, screened gravel. ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... . 

Simpson, A., bread ..........•...•.. Mamt. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Titus, Sarah, services ..........••... Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ......... . 

Taylor, J. 0., horse .•.............. Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ........ . 

United Farmers' Milk Co., milk ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Valentine &; Briggs, rent office, July •.. Maint., etc., 23d and 

24th \Vards ..... 

Van Riper, Chas., spikes, &;c ..••...... Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ......... . 

Maint. H. R. Bdgs. 

Walsh, Ooulter &; Flagler, carriage hard-

ware ............................ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

$19 00 

4 00 

$41 56 

6 15 

590 80 

1,333 33 

104 16 

C>34 96 

282 81 

658 5'1 

63 49 

12 5u 

225 00 

18 90 

30 00 

23 00 

Hi 5'1 

$3,940 80 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . . .. . . $3,221 77 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ................ ,. 569 31 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem River Bridges. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . 108 16 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . ... . . . 41 56 
--- $3,940 80 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirty-nine hundred and forty dol-

lars and eighty cents. 
(Signed) 

New York, August 17, 1875. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, 

Auditing Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners, Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was or
dered to be printed in the Minutes: 

Department of Public Parks, 

In account with DAVID B. WILLIA:MSOlf, Treasurer. 

1875. Ca. 

Aug. 4th By balance ............... " . . .. . . . . . . ..•• $2,480 77 

Aug.4th } 
to " cash received from rent, licenses and sheep, 1,368 57 

Aug. 18th. . ---- $3,849 34 
1875. 

Aug. 4th f Da. 
to To cash paid into city treasury ......... " .. . $1,849 44 

Aug. 18th. 

Aug. 18th. "balance ........................ . 

(Signed) 

Wednesday, August 18, 1875, 9.30 A. M. 

1,999 90 
---- $3,849 34 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 
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Maintenance Account. 

The PBESIDENT reported that the expenses of the mainten
ance of the parks was exceeding the appropriations for the 
year, and presented the following statement, viz. : 

STATEMENT Maintenance and Government Parks and Places, 1875, .August 7. 

Estimated and actual expenditure to date ....................... $*288,788 94 

Average for the 7 months ending July 31st ........... " ... , ... . 41,182 70 

Balance remaining for five months, from July 31st to December 

31st inclusive.......... .................................. $131,721 06 

Average per month... .•....••...... ...... ................. 26,343 21 

"'This sum includes the gas for the current year. 

Present rate of Ourr:mt Expenditun per month as founded upon that of July, 1'876. 

Laborers' pay-roll, average per fortnight, $9,400 .............••• 

Park keepers .•••.....•....... : ......... , ......... , ...•..... 

Gate-keepers ..........................................•..... 

Officers and Clerks .....••••••..................... , ........ . 

Materials ...•....•......•.•••.............................. 

$20,716 00 

5,400 00 

2,500 00 

5,075 00 

2,200 00 

$35,891 00 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON thereupon offered the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the services of the clerical force heretofore 
charged to Maintenance shall be divided on the pay-roll as 
follows: two-thirds Construction, and' one-third Maintenance; 
and this division shall date from August 1st, 1875. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said resolution be laid on 
the table. ' .. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
Noe-Commissioner Stebbins -1. 
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Commissioner MARTIN then moved that the Superintendent 

of Parks be directed to report at the next meeting what re
duction, if any, can be made in the expense of maintaining the 

parks; and if the expense can be reducecl, to what extent and 

in what manner. 
Adopted. 

Morningside Park. 

The PRESIDENT and Oommissioner MARTIN, to whom the 
subj ect of continuing the construction of the sewer on Morning
side Park was referred, verbally reported that said work would 

cost more than $1,000, and not having been in progress at the 

date of the passage of the Oharter, will therefore have to be let 
on contract, after public adv81·tisement. 

(Minutes, August 12th, 1875, p. 200.) 
Oommissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be re

ceived, and that the Superintending Engineer be directed to 
prepare and submit to the Board at its next meeting specifica
tions for the completion of said sewer. 

Adopted. 
The Superintending Engineer, who was requested to attend, 

stated that it was necessary to make an inlet to the said sewer 
on Morningside Park, before the construction of said sewer 

was further progressed, and that the cost of such inlet would 
not amount to $1,000. 

Oommissioner WILLIAMSON thereupon moved that said inlet 
be constructed by days' work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a. majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 
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J. Tice. 

The TREASURER presented a communication from Mr. J. Tice, 
a tenant on Riverside Park, asking to be relieved of his arrears 
of rent, as he is unable to pay th~m. 

(Minutes, July 27th, 1875, p. 157.) 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that the Treasurer be author

ized to release Mr. J. Tice from payment of rent for which he 
is now in arrears. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Third Avenue Paving. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had caused Mr. John Ben
net and Mr .• John C. Dowling to be duly notified on the 13th 
inst., that the contracts for paving Third Avenue had been 
awarded to them, but that neither of them had accepted as re
quired by Sec. 9], Chapter 335, Laws of 1873. 

(Minutes, August 11th, 1875, p. 195.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON thereupon moved that, in~smuch 

as said contractors had failed to accept said awards and to exe
cute the contracts, the work be re-let, and that the Secretary 
be directed to re.-advertise for proposals therefor. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Engineering Force. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the following named 
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persons be re-employed in the office of the Superintending 
Engineer, at the rates of pay set opposite their names respec
tively, namely: 

Charles M. Harris, assistant engineer ........ $5 00 per day. 
Ed. A. Miller, rodman........... . . . . . . .. 3 00 " 
D. Campbell, rodman ............... .............. ". 3 00 " 
W. A. Jeffries, axemam............. ..... .. . .. .... 2 50 " 
John Arnold, axeman ..................... ~ .. .. .. 2 50 " 

(Minutes, August 4th, 1875, p. 182.) 
Commissioner MAHTIN moved that said motion be laid on 

the table until the next meeting of the Board. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
No-Commissioner Ste b bins-to 

Thos. Morrissey, Night-VI' atchman. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE presented the resignation of 
Thomas Morrissey, night-watchman, and moved that it be ac
cepted. 

(Minutes, Aug. 4th, 1875, p. 173.) 
Adopted. 

John Boyle. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE then presented the report of the 
Police Surgeon, certifying to the physical qualifications of 
John Boyle, and moved that said John Boyle be appointed a 
night-watchman in place of Thos. Morrissey, resigned. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
No-Commissioner Ste bbins-l. 
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Sea Wall at the Battery. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the Superintending 
Engineer be directed to report at the next meeting of the 
Board whether it is advisable to make any further rep~irs to 
the sea wall at the Battery, under the present contract. 

(Minutes, June 2d, 1875, p. 62.) 
Adopted. 

C. Bernhard. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved the night-watchman 
Charles Bernhard be promoted to the position of gate-keeper. 

(Minutes, Augus~ 11th, 1875, p. 190.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agee to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, 0'Donohue-3. 
The PRESIDENT was, by consent, excused from voting. 

On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the Board adjourned 
at 12 o'clock noon, to meet on Friday, the 20th inst., at 9 
0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 



Friday, August 20, 1875.] ~~9\. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST ~Otb, 1873. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" WILLIAMSON. 

~ quorum not being present, the Board adjourned to meet 
on Wednesday, the 25th inst., at 9 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IR~VIN, 

Secretary. 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGIJST 93th, 18'73 .. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 18th and the 
20th insts. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

From the Olerk of the Oommon Oouncil, forwarding copy of 
the following preambles and resolutions adopted by the Board 
of Aldermen: 

Parade Ground. 

Whereas, Proceedings have again been taken to have Com
missioners of Estimate and Assessment appointed by the Su
preme Oourt, on Monday, June 28, 1875, in the matter of a 
Parade Ground, in the upper part of this island, or about 100 
acres of land; and 

Whereas, Proceedings previously taken to carry out this pro
ject were discontinned by the Department of Public Parks for 
good and sufficient reasons, and this discontinuance was sus
tained by a decision of the Oourt of Appeals against an appeal 
made by property owners in interest; and 

Whereas, The laying out of a Parade Ground in the proposed 
locality was projected prior to the annexation of a portIOn of 
Westchester Oounty to the city of New York, as presenting the 
most eligible site then available for the purpose; and 

Whereas, The present time is one of great financial embar
rassment, causing a depression in business bearing heavily upon 
the resources of all classes of the community, a.nd crippling the 
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means of taxpayers, especially by reduction of rentals and in
comes from city property, making it imperative that all unne
cessary expenditures by the city and increase of the public 
debt shall be avoided as far as possible; and 

Whereas, The estimated cost of the proposed Parade Ground, 
for lands taken and laying out the grounds alone, will amount 
to about one million and a hal£ dollars ($1,500,000), to be added 
to the city debt by the issue of bonds, the interest on which, 
with the expenses of maintenance, will require the sum of at 
least one hun:1red and tweuty five thousand dollars (;0125,000) 
to be raised annually by taxation for this object; and 

Whereas, So large an increase of the funded debt and of the 
taxes, already so oppressive and heavy upon the taxpayers of 
this city, are not wise and judicious measures at this time of 
general depression of business; therefore 

Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks be respect
fully requested to discontinue the proceedings aforesaid, and 
thereupon the Oounsel to the Corporation be respectfully re
quested to withdraw the pending application for the appoint
ment of Oommissioners of Estimate and Assessment for the 
opening of said proposed Parade Ground, and the Supreme 
Oourt be respectfully requested not to appoint Oommissioners 
for such purpose; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to 
the Department of Public Parks, the Oorporation Oounsel, and 
to the Supreme Oourt. 

(Minutes, June 29th, 1875, p. 116.) 
On motion of Oommissioner MARTIN, laid over. 

Washington Avenue, Twenty-third Ward. 

Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks be, and is 
hereby;requested to cause the roadway of Washington Avenue 
from First to Fifth Street in the Twenty-third Ward, to be 
raised to a proper height, so that water will not settle thereon, 
and become stagnant, and otherwise repair the avenue and put 
it in good order, fit for travel. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards 

to report upon. 

Grading Streets crossing Third Avenue. 

Resolved, That when Third Avenue, from One hundred and 
forty-seventh Street to the Harlem River, is being graded, as 
heretofore directed by ordinance approved by his Honor the 
Mayor on the 21st day of December, 1874, that the following ad-
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ditional work shall be done under the direction of the Depart
ment of Public Parks, and that the accompanying ordinance 
therefor be adopted, namely: 

1. So much work or grading upon the cross streets intersect
ing Third Avenue, between One hundred and forty-seventh 
Street and Harlem River, as may be necessary to preserve and 
facilitate approach and access from such streets to and across 
said Third A ven ue. 

2. The taking up and preservation of the pavement, curb 
and gutter stones, bridge, or crossing stones, and the flag
stones of the sidewalks now laid on said Third Avenue, be
tween One hundred and forty-seventh Street and Harlem 
River. 

(Minutes, July 21st, 1875, p. 133.) 
Filed. 

8th Ave. Wall. 

From the Wilson & Hughes Stone Co., replying it would 
begin work immediately on the enclosure wall of Central Park 
on Eighth Avenue as directed by the Board. 

(Minutes, August 18th, 1875, 1" 209.) 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication be 
referred to the President to endeavor to obtain a reduction in 
the price of the work under contract with said compan:y, and 
to obtain from the Superintending Engineer a statement of 

the work, and the extent of wall to be built. 

Adopted. 

Eighth Avenue. 

From the Commissioner of Public W orh, replying that pro
vision is being made to carry off the water from the west 
side of Eighth Avenue, adjoining the Park. 

(Minutes, August 11th, 1875, p. 187.) 

Filed. 
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I. W. Maclay. 

From I. W. Maclay, Principal Assistant to the Oivil and 
Topographical Engineer, requesting permission to continue his 
absence without pay, subject to being recallfld by the Board. 

(Minutes, July 21th, 1875, p. 140.) 
The PRESIDENT moved that. said permission be granted upon 

the condition mentioned. 
Adopted. 

M. J. Kelly. 

From M. J. Kelly, resigning his position of special keeper. 
Accepted. 

Repairs of walks in City Parks. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that the walks in 
the Oity Hall and Reservoir Parks, and the walks and roads in 
Washington Square needed repairs. 

(Minutes, June 2d, 1875, p. 54.) 
Referred to the President and Oommissioner Martin to re

port upon. 

Art Museum. 

From the Superintending Architect, stating that John Hogan, 
Oontractor for the granite work of the building for the Museum 
of Art, had done sufficient work to entitle him to the payment 
of the fifth installment under his contract. 

(Minutes, August 4th, 1875, p. 175.) 
The President moved that the subject be referred to the 

Auditing Oommittee to audit said claim without waiving the 
notil:)e given to said contractor, by resolution of the Board 
passed May 10th, 1875, p. 20 of the minutes. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Ohairman of the Aqditin~ Com
mittee, presented the following two reports i 
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they ha.ve 
exa.mined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Aftlook, Wm. & Co., corn ............ Maint. and Govmt .. 

Parks and P ....• 

Buerk, G. E., repairs to clocks •••..•.. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .•... 

Byrne & Co., corn .......... , • " •••.. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Central Gas Light Co., gas ...•....... Maint., etc., H. R. 

Bridges ...... ,_ 

Faure, Alfred, plants •.............. City Parks Imp. F .. 

Gates Church, E., &; Co., lumber ..... Maint., etc., H. R. 

Bulbrook, E. F., & Bros., glass ........ City Parks Imp. F. 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas ...•....••• Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gae ..•••••.••.. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P.. . . . $143 84 

Maint. H. R. B'dges 89 28 

Kohler & Perkins, soreened gravel.. ... Maint. and Govrnt. 

Parks &; P., 18'14. 

City Parks Jmp't 

Fund ......... .. 

KeuJi'sl & Esser, engineers' supplies .... City Parks Imp't 

Fund .......... . 

Surveying, Laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards, etc. 

Mapes, Daniel, Jr., oats and bay .•.... Maint. 28d and 24th 

Wards ....... .. 

McDermott, John, meat-JUly ...... " .Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks andP ..... 

McNab & Harlin Manufaoturing Co., 

plumbing materials •..•••••..•..••• Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks andP ..... 

$806 SO 

1,112 84 

$1200 

14 16 

----

$4'1 50 

22 2Q 

4'1 25 

$64 00 

385 00 

2'1 85 

13 0'1 

39 00 

288 12 

1,918 64 

26 16 

3998 

t89 00 

~4 02 
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Manhattan Gas Light Co., ;gas-meter 

bills. . . .. . . •. . • .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . .M:aint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Manhattan Gas-Light Co., /Zas ...•..... M:aint. aud Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gaB ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

New York Gas Light Co., gas ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Sanderson, Bros. '" 00., steel. ......•. Maint. and Govrnt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Vanderbilt Bros. & Co., mower parts 

and nuts .............••.•.••••••• Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places ..... 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places, 1874, 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem River Bridges ............ , 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ............. . 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc .. 

City Parks Improvement Fund .... '" •••..... '" ...• 

$2,291 12 

806 30 

181 13 

39 93 

14 16 

1,472 41 

$73 70 

59'1 00 

389 34 

42 90 

628 00 

$20 99 

26 38 

$4.805 05 

$4,805 Oil 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of forty-eight hundred and five 

dollars and five cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, August 24th, 18'15.1 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUK, } 
.A uditin!J 

Committee. 



AugUBt 25,1875.] 227 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audi~ed the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Affleck, Wm., & Co., hay, oats, straw, etc. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... . 

Bartlett, J. W., globes .... '" ...•.... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Maint., etc., H. R. 

Bridges ....•..• 

Barron, James S., & Co., brooms, &c .. Maint., etc., H. R. 

Bridges ....•..• 

Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ...•• 

Cooper, Hewitt & Co., wire ........ , .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .••.. 

Gates, Church E., & Co., lumber ...... Maint., etc., H. R. 

Bridges ........ . 

Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ........ . 

Grafulla, C. S., music ..••...•......•• Music-Cent. Park 

Gold & Stock Telegraph Co., rent of 

line. . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . •• . .•.••.... Maint and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

City Parks Improve. 

ment Fund ..... 

Gilbert, E. W., labor and materials .... Maint., 23d and 24th 

Wards. 

Leverett, Josi1ih S., hose .•......•. , . Maint. and Govmt. 
Parks and P ..... 

Moffat, Davis de Co., leather ••. " ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ...•.. 

/ Raynolds, C. T., & Co., paint., etc ..... Mus. Natl. History .• 

Stackpole & Bro., repairs to tape, etc .. Surveying, laying out, 

etc. 23d and 24th 

Ward ...... , ...... 

$88] '74 

$38 25 

15 '75 

1i4 00 

$1 20 

72 00 

---- '78 20 

$22 87 

$177 85 

308 55 

---- 486 40 

54000 

$41 66 

88 84 

--- 125 00 

21S5 00 

20 00 

21S 48 

8'7 26 

S 00 
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Walton Bros., whistles and waste ••••. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ...•.. 

Watrous & Willson, lumber .......... City Parks Impt. F. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places.. ••. . • • . . $629 95 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem river Bridges.... .....•.•.... 194 80 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards .... , ........... , . 563 55 

Music, Central Park ..... , .. , .. , ............... " ... . . 540 00 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc.. . . . . 3 00 

City Parks Improvement Fund.......... ..........•... . 134 34 

Museum Natural History ...............•. " .......... , 3'1 26 

$28 00 

III 00 

82,102 90 

$2,102 90 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty.olle hundred and two dollars 

and ninety cents. 
(Signed) 

New York, August 1ilth, 1875. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON t Auditing 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, , Oommittee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a mttjority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

H. W. Rollins. 

The President, to whom was referred the communication re
ceived from the Comptroller in reference to the contract made 
with T. W. Rollins for the iron work of the Museum of Natural 
History Building, verbally reported, that the Oomptroller in
formed him that said communication was intended only for a 
formal notification of the facts therein related. 

(Minutes, August 18th, 1875, p. 206.) 
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Commissioner WilliamiOD. moved that said report b. re

.eived and adopted. 
Adopted. 

Foreman W 01( 

Commissioner O'Donohue,Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, to which was referred certain charges preferred 
against Foreman John Wolf, reported that the majority of 
said committee finds' the charges proved and reaches the con

clusion that said Foreman Wolf should be dismissed. 
(Minut.es August 4, 1875, p. 183.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that not having been invited to attend 

he was not present during the investigation of said charges. 
Commissioner 'WILLIAMSON moved that said report be re

ceived. 
Adopted. 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that the recommendation in 

said report that Foreman John Wolf be dismissed from thGl 
employment of the Department, be adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
Noe-Commissioner Stebbins-1 

Westehester A venue. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer. reporting on the 
request of Mr. Wm Caudwell that Westchester Avenue be 
widened to at least 80 feet, and recommending that said avenue 
be widened to the width of 100 feet, " as it will always be on@ 
of the principal lines of travel." 

(Minutes, August 4,1875, p. 174.) 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that the Civil and Topo

graphical Engineer report the estimated cost of the C011-
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struction of the road bed of Westchester a.venue 60 feet wide, 
80 feet wide and 100 feet wide, respectively. 

Adopted. 

Superintendent's Report. 

From the Superintendent reporting on the progress of the 
works under his charge during the two weeks ending August 
14,1875. 

(Minutes, August 11, 1875, p. 188.) 
Filed. 

Sea.-W all at the Battery. 

From the Superintending Engineer, reporting on the advi
sabilityof making further repairs to the sea-wall at the Bat
tery, under the present contract. 

(Minutes August 18,1875, p. 217.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the contract, made 

with A. J. Howell, for repairing the sea-wall at the Battery be 
and is hereby terminated. 

(Minutes, Nov. 24, 1874, p. 365.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye.s-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Bridges over Bronx River. 

From the Engineer of Construction, presenting plans for 
iron bridges, to take the place of the wooden bridges, now 

over the Bronx River, and giving the estimate of the cost of 
the construction of the same, as follows; 
Drawbridge, Westchester Turnpike .................. $12.000 
Samuel Street, or "Flour Mill Bridge" .. ' ........... 8,500 
J3leach Bridge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ........... 9,250 



, 
l r 

August 25, 1875.J 231 

Pelham Bridge ........... , .....••................ 

Williams Bridge .......... : .................••.•.• 
Woodlawn Bridge ................................ . 

9,250 
10,000 
9,000 

Total ..... , .................... $58,000 

(Minutes August 18, 1875, p. 208.) 
Laid over. 

Central Bridge Draw. 

From the Engineer of Construction, presenting bids for fur
nishing the lumber required for the new draw of Oentral 
Bridge. 

(Minutes, August 4, 1875, p. 171.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that sealed bids for sup

plying all the lumber requisite for constructing said draw be 
obtained from J. J. Van Pelt, W. Menzies & Son, O. & R. Poil
lion and Lee Box and Lumber 00., and presented to the 

Board. 

Adopted. 

Sewer, Morningside Park. 

The Superintending Engineer presented the specifications for 

the proposed sewer on Morningside Park. 

(Minutes, August 18, 1875, p. 214.) 
Oommissioner MARTIN moved that said specifications be re

ceceived and adopted, and that advertisements be published for 
proposals to execute the work of constructing said sewer. 

Adopted. 

Filling on Manhattan Square. 

Oommissioner WILLIAMSON offered the following: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.6) of A. W. Oambell for de

livering on Manhattan Square ten thousand cubic yards of 
earth-filling be accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract, 
therefore, be awarded to said A. W. Cambell, and that the 
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President be, and he hereby is, authorized to execute the same 
for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, August 18, 1875, p. 205.) 
The PRESIDEN'I.' put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all thfl members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins; l\Iartin, Williamson, 

O'Donohue-.. 4. 

Gravel. 

The PRESIDENT moved that, pending the awarding of the 

contract for furnishing 5,000 cubk yards of gravel, the Treas
urer be authorized to purchase, on the requisition of the 

Superintendent of Parks, Boa Hook gravel to an amount not 

exceeding four hundred cubic yards. 

(Minutes, Aug. 18, 1875, p. 205.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Report to the Mayor. 

The PRESIDENT presented the report to his Ron. the Mayor, 

.. s directed by Sec. 27, Chap. 335, Laws of 1873, of the tran

sactions of this Department for the three months ending June 

30,1875. 
(Minutes, June 11, 1875, p. 84.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, moved that said report be ap

proved, and the President requested to sign and transmit it to 
his Ron. the Mayor. 

Adopted. 
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Eetiml1t&for la7~. 

The PRESIDEN'f moved that the draft of the Departmental 6ii

timates for 1876 be taken from the table. 

(Minutes, August 11, 1875, p. 187.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said draft of esti

mates for 1876, be referred to the President and Commissioner 
Martin to revise and transmit the same to the Board of Esti
mate and Apportionment. 

'Adopted. 

Hcduction of Maintenanee Force. 

The Superintendent of Parks verbally reported on the means 
@f reducing the expenses chargable to the maintenance fund. 

(Minutes, August 18th, 1875, p. 214.)) 
The PRESIDENT moved that the salaries of the clerical forcla 

be apportioned, and charged to the Construction and Mainten
ance funds, pro rata, on the amount of pay-rolls ch uged to 
said funds. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved as a substitute that the present 
method of charging the salaries of the clerical force be con
tinued. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion of Commissioner Martin, and it was de
termined in the negative, a majority of all the members of thQ 
Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said original motion of the President, and it was d.,

tel'mined in the negative, a majority of all the members of the 
Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

LAying out 2Sd and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner MARTIN presented his report on tha genel'al 
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subject of laying out etreeb:;, roads, &c., in the 23d and 24th 
Wards. 

(Minutes, June 16th, 1875, p. 93.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be re

ceived. 
Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE the Board adjourned 

At 12.30 o'clock p. m. to meet on Thursday the 20th inst. at 
3 o'clock p. m. 

ISAAC EVANS, 

Assistant Secretary. 



• 

Thursday, August 26, 1875.J 235 

TIIlJRSDAY, AUGUST 26th, IS7:i. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-3 o'clock P. M. 

PRESENT-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" \VILLIAMSON. 

" O'DONOHUE. 
On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the reading of the 

minutes of the previous meeting of the 25th inst. was dispensed 
with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

:M useum of Art. 

From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, stating that" the return 
walls at end of main hall of Art Museum building do not form 
part of the present contract," and recommending" the intro
duction of additional lin tels, so as to secure a direct vertical 
pressure for the work remaining to be done," and enclosing the' 
proposition of The Watson Manufacturing Co. to furnish said 
additional lintels for the sum of $550 ; which was endorsed by 
the Superintending Architect, certifying that said work was 
necessary to "enable the contractors for the mason work to 
proceed with their wall." 

(Minutes, April 19th, 1875, p. 659.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the recommendation 

in said communication be adopted, and that an order be given 
to The Watson ~Ianufacturing Co. to furnish and erect eight 
cast-iron lintels required in the construction of the building 
for the Museum of Art, for a sum not exceeding $550. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the af-
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tirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, ·Williamson, O'Donohue·-3. 

J. E. Childs. 

From the Engineer of Construction, stating that, " in conse
quence of the pressure of work in preparing plans and esti
mates and bills of timber, I have been obliged to obtain the 
assistance of J. E. Childs for nine days, at $5 per day." 

(Minutes, August 25th, 1875, p. 230 and 231.) 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the Disbursing Clerk 
be directed to place the name of said J. E. Childs on the pay
roll £01' the month of August for nine days, [1t the rate of $5 

per day. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioner Stebbins, Williamson, O'Donohue-S. 

Bids for lumber. 

The President submitted sealed proposals from J. J. Van 
Pelt, W. Menzies & Son, C. & R. Poillion and Lee Box & Lum
ber Co., respectively, for furnishing the lumber required for the 

construction of the draw of Central Bri.dge. 

(Minutes, August 25th, 1875, p. 231.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said proposals be re

ferred to the Engineer of Construction to report to the Presi
dent as to which is the lowest bid, and that the pUTchase of 

said lumber be made in accordance therewith. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
.thereof, as follows: 

A!les-Commissioners Stebbins, ·Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
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Temporary gates for entrances, Central Park. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON offered the following: 
Resolved, That temporary fences with double swinging gates 

and turnstiles be placed at all the entrances to the Central 
Park on the west side, except at Fifty-ninth street. 

That they be made of wood, in the style of picket fences, 
and at as small expense as practicable, under the direction of 
the Superintending Architect, and charged to construction ac-

$ count. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, at 4.45 o'clock 
P. M., the Board adjourned. 

ISAAO EVANS, 
AS8istant Secretary. 
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WEDNES»AY, SEP'J'ELUBER 1st, IS'f~. 

9.30 O'OLOOK A. M. 

Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening proposals for 
the following works: 

I. Paving Third Avenue from Westchester Avenue to the 
northerly side of 163d Street. 

II. Paving Third Avenue from the northerly side of 163d 
Street to the northerly boundary of the Twenty-third Ward. 

(Minutes, August 18th, 1875, p. 215.) 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" O'DONOHUE. 
The COMPTROLLER of the city of New York. 

The following proposals were received and publicly opened: 

I. 

PER SQUARE PER SQUARE TDoIE IN WHICH 

NO NAME OF BIDDER. YARD OF NEW FOOT OF NEW WORK IS TO BE 

PAVEMENT. BRIDGE STONE. COMPLETED. 

1 J. A. Devlin .............. $200 60 cents. 100 days. 
2 J. Baird ................... 1 97 49 " 80 " 
3 C. Guidet ...............•. 2 15 60 " 150 " 
4 J. P. Cumming, Jr ...•...... 2 12 49 " 100 " 
(\ E. Bradburn ............... 1 76 38 .. 70 " 
6 J. B. Devlin. '" . '" ....... 1 75 45 " 60 " 
'1 J. G. Smith ......•..•..... 1 85 45 " 150 " 
8 J. H. Perkins ...... 2 80 66 " 129 " 
9 Isaac Lunney ............... 2 25 50 .. 90 " 

10 JaB. Everard .....•........ 1 63 40 " 85 " 
11 J. D. & T. E. Crimmins ..... 2 04 49 " 60 " 
12 Mills & Ambrose ...• , ...... 1 83 40 " 300 " 
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The Surveyor's estimates on w.hich the bids are to be tested 
are as follows: 

20,000 square yards of new pavement. 
7,500 square feet of new bridge stones. 

The time to complete the work to be calculated at $3.50 per 
day. 

NO NAME OF BIDDER. 

I J. A. Devlin ........... .. 
2 J. Baird .........•.•..... 
3 O. Guidet .••.•........... 
4 John 1'. Oumming, Jr .... . 
(; E. Bradburn ............ . 
6.J. B. Devlin ............. . 
7 J. G. Smith........... .. . 
8 J. H. Perkins ......... " . 
9 Isaac Lunney ............ . 

10 Jas. Everard ............. . 
11 J. D. &; T. E. Orimmin8 .... . 
12

j
Mills &; Ambrose ........ , . 

II. 

PER SQUARE PER SQUARE TIME IN WHICH 

YARD OF NEW FOOT OF NEW WORK IS TO BE 

PAYEMENT. 

$2 10 
1 97 
2 25 
2 15 
1 84 
1 75 
1 93 
~ 94 
2 35 
1 78 
2 23 
1 88 

BRIDGE STONE. 

60 cents. 
49 
62 
51 
38 
45 
49 
72 
50 
40 
50 
40 

COMPLETED, 

15U days. 
80 " 

180 " 
125 " 

70 " 
95 " 

150 " 
130 " 

90 " 
90 " 

130 " 
300 " 

The Surveyor's estimates on which the bids are to be tested 
are as follows: 

25,000 square yards of new pavement. 
6,500 square feet of new bridge stones. 

The time to complete the work to be calculated at $3.50 per 
day. 

The Comptroller having retired, the Board met III regular 
session at 10 o'clock A. M. 
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Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" 
" 

MARTIN. 

O'DONOHUE. 

On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the reading of the 

minutes of the previous meetings of the 25th and 26th August, 

1875, was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read. 

Filling on Manhattan Square. 

From Mr. A. W. Campbell, accepting the award made to him 
for the delivery of 10,000 cubic yards of filling on Manhattan 

Square. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, August 25th, 1875, p. 232.) 

Gravel. 

From Messrs. Kohler & Perkins, claiming the award for 

the delivery of 5,000 cubic yards of screened gravel for the 

parks. 
(Minutes, August 18th, 1875, p. 2l/5.) 

Laid over until next meeting. 

Trinity A venue. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, with the three 
similar plans of the grades, profiles and maps for filing of the 
extension of Trinity Avenue (late Delmonico Place), from 

165th Street to Boston Avenue. 
(Minutes, August 4th, 1875, p. 174.) 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE thereupon offered the following 

resolution: 
Resolved, That the President, one of the officers of the 

Board of Oommissioners of the Department of Public Parks, 
be, and he hereby is, designated and directed by the said 
Board to certify and file said three similar maps or plans and 
profiles as provided by law; which said maps or plans and 
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profiles show the width, course, windings and grades of the 
extension of Trinity Avenue (late Delmonico Place), from 165th 
Street to Boston Avenue, as the same has been laid out and is 
hereby determined by the Commissioners of the Department 
of Public Parks, and are signed "Geo. S. Greene, Civil and 
Topographical Engineer," and dated" New York, August 20th, 
1875." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin,O'Donohue-3. 

Superintendent's Report. 

From the Superintendent of Parks reporting the work done 
by the force under his charge for the two weeks ending Satur
day, August 28th, 1875. 

(Minutes, August 25th, 1875, p. 230.) 
Filed. 

The Pool. 

From the Superintendent of Parks recommending that the 
Pool on Central Park, near Eighth Avenue and 101st Street, be 
now cleaned, as he can use the material taken from it to fill 
and grade the slopes on Eighth Avenue, between 100th Street 
and 106th Street; and stating that to do so he would require 
about eight additional horses and carts. 

(Minutes, August 18th, 1875, p. 206.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to proceed with the work of cleaning the Pool, the 
material taken therefrom to be used as recommended, and that 
eight additional horses and carts be employed for that pur
pose. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

Laborers, &0. 

From the Superintendent, stating that he requires the fol
lowing number of mechanics and laborers in connection with 
the works of construction at present being prosecuted, viz., 
8 stone cutters, 8 laborers and 4 double teams. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved said communication be re
ceived, and that the number of mechanics, laborers, &c., 
required by the Superintendent as therein mentioned be ap
pointed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

Washington Ave., 23d Ward. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, re
porting upon the condition of W ashington Avenue in the 23d 
Ward. 

(Minutes, August 25th, 1875, p. 222.) 
Laid over until next meeting. 

From the Engineer of Construction on the following sub
jects: 

Central Bridge. 

The rebuilding of the two main spans of Central Bridge. 
(Minutes, August 4th, 1875, p. 171.) 
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Mill Brook Sewer. 

The taking of proper soundings, to enable the specifications 

for Mill Brook Sewer to be prepared. 
(Minutes, June 9th, 1875, p. 79.) 

Bridges over Bronx River. 

The making of a survey of the location of the draw-bridge 
over the Bronx River. 

(Minutes, August 25th, 1875, p. 230.) 
Laid over until next meeting. 

Audit. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, from the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Ames Plow Co., wheelbarrows ........ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........... . 

Dodworth's Band, music ......... , ... Music, Central Park 

Draper, Danl., Meteorological supplies.Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Hadfield J. W., fireworks ............. Independence Day. 

Howell, A. J.,labor and materials .. " . Battery sea wall, 

1874 ........... . 

Welch, J., services .................. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P. " 

Holden, Hopkins &; Stokes, nails and 

iron .................. '" . '" ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Hillman, Caleb, monuments ........... , Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ....... 

Judd Linseed &; Sperm Oil Co., oil. ... Maint. Hal'. Riv. 

Bridges ........ . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

$19 20 

P. and Places. . . . 72 00 

$83 13 

520 00 

26 37 

1,444 00 

2,040 78 

217 00 

22 46 

6 30 

91'20 
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Merchant, S. L., &; Co., cement ......... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......•..... 

N. Y. Cement Co., cement .... , ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund. . . . . . . •. . . $202 50 

MuseumNat!. Rist... 67 56 

Norris &; Williams, plumbing matls .... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Quackenbush, Townsend &; Co., hard-

ware ............................ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... . 

Vaux nalvert, superintendence ........ Museum of Art .... . . 

$35 00 

270 00 

IS 50 

10 70 

450 00 

?eeks, D.C., &; Son, lahor and materls.Museum of Nat!. 

Hist ........... . 

REOAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places ......... . 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem River Bridges ............... . 

Independence Day .................... , ............. , . 

M usic-Oentral Park. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . .......... . 

Sea wall (It Battery, 1874 ............................ . 

Surveyiug, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc ..... .. 

City Parks Improvement Fund ....................... . 

Museum Natural History .. '" ........................ . 

Museum of Art ..................................... . 

1,145 00 

$6,637 ·44 

$354 03 

19 20 

1,444 00 

520 00 

2,040 78 

6 30 

320 63 

1,212 50 

450 00 

--- $6,&67 44 

Amounting in the aggregate.to the sum of sixty-three hundred and sixty.seven 

dollars and forty-four cents. 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

A uditing Committee. 

New York, August 31, 1875. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve of the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

Bids for lumber. 

The PRESIDENT submitted to the Board the report of the 
Engineer of Oonstruction on the various proposals for fur
nishing the lumber required for the construction of the draw 
of Central Bridge, by which it appears that the following are 
the amounts bid, viz.: 

1. William Menzies & Son .............. . 
2. Lee Box and Lumber 00 .... , ........ . 
3. O. & R. Poillion .................... . 
4. J. J. Van Pelt ...... " ............. . 

$3,405 00 
3,837 00 
3,976 00 
4,544 00 

The PRESIDENT also reported that the order had been given 
·to the Messrs. Menzies & Son as the lowest bidders. 

(Minutes, August 29th, 1875, p.236.) 
Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said report be re

ceived and approved. 
Adopted. 

Ra.m. 

The PREsrpENT reported that, in consequence of the deteri
oration of the breedof sheep on Oentral Park, it beClame neces
sary to introduce some new rams among the flock, and stated 
that, subject to the approval of the Board, he had concluded 
with Mr. L. G. Morris for the purchase of a South Down ram 
for $100. 

He also stated that Mr. Morris promised to donate to the 
Department a second ram. 
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Commissioner MARTIN moved that the arrangement made 
with Mr.1 L. G. Morris by the President be approved, and that 
said ram I be purchased. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

Sprinkling Roads and 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT presented the following bills, which had been 
incurred by the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards 
in preparing tanks, &c., for sprinkling the roads, &c., in the 
23d and 24th Wards, and moved that same be approved and 
referred to the Auditing Committee to audit, viz. : 

Geo. B. Robbins ................. " ....... $35 35 
Geo. Scofield.. ........................... 20 50 

(Minutes, May 14, 1875, p. 30.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

Engineering Force. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the following named per _ 
sons be employed in the office of the Superintending Engineer 
during the month of September, at the rates of pay set oppo
site their names, viz. : 

Charles M. Harris, Asst. Engineer ..... $5 00 per day. 
Ed. A. Miller, rodman ..... .......... 3 00 " 
W m. A. Jeffries, axeman. . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 50 " 
Peter Kelly, ". . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 50 " 
John Arnold, " .... .......... 2 50 " 

And also that they be allowed pay at the rates above men
tioned for such time as they may have heretofore actually 
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worked for the Department, and for which they have received 
no compensation; which time shall be certified to by the Super
intending Engineer. 

(Minutes, August 18th, 1875, p. 215.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 11.15 
o'clock A. ]")1., to meet on :Monday, the 6th inst., at 4 o'clock 
P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6th, 18.7:i. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4 o'clock P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 

O'DONOHUE. 
The minutes of the previous meetings of the 25th and 26th 

August and 1st September, 1875, were read and approved. ' 

Hon. R. M. Blatchford, Ex-Commissioner. 

The order of business having been suspended, the PRESIDENT 

notified the Board of the death of Hon. Richard M. Blatchford, 

Ex-Commissioner, and moved that the following be entered 
on the minutes, which, on being seconded by Commissioner 

Martin, was unanimously adopted. 

The death of the Hon. Richard M. Blatchford is announced 
as having taken place at Newport, R. I .. on the 3d inst. 

The Board of Commissioners of the Department of Public 
Parks are moved by the event to record upon their minutes their 
regret at this intelligence, and also to offer their testimony to the 
valuable services that he rendered the citv while a Commissioner 
of the Central Park for the long period of twelve years, from 
1858 to 1870, eminently important in the history of the Central 
Park as the period of its formation and constructIOn. Mr. Blatch
ford was subsequently a Commissioner of the Department of 
Public Parks in 1872. His course in this important public 
trust was marked by the ability, faithfulness and integrity 
which has distingllished him in all the acts of his public and 
private life. 

The present Board unanimously offer this tribute to his 
memory, and direct that a copy of these proceedings be for
warded to his family. 
$ 
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The following communications were presented and read: 

Eleventh Avenue. 

From the Comptroller of the city, forwarding a copy of the 

order of the ~upreme Conrt, confirming the report of the 
Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment for the opening of 

Eleventh Avenue northwardly from the northerly line of the road 
or public drive to the southerly line of the street leading from 

Kingsbridge Road, near Inwood Street, to the Harlem River 

near Sherman's Creek. 

Also stating that "the amount of awards in the case, with 

the taxed costs, is $729,700;" and forwarding a draft resolu

tion which he states it is necessary should be adopted by this 

Department to enable the bonds to pay said awards and costs, 
to be iSSlled. in pursuance of section 7, chapter 565, Laws of 

1865. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said communication 

be received and filed. 

Adopted. 
Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following resolution, 

as requested by the Oomptroller : 

Besobec7, That the Oommissioners of the Department of 
Public Parks hereby direct that the public fund or stock au
thorized and directed to be created by section 7 of chapter 565 
of the Laws of the State of New York, passed Apri124th, 1865, 
shall be issued at such time or times, and in such manner, of 
such description and in such amounts as the Comptroller of 
the city of New York, in compliance with the provisions of said 
section, shall from time to time find to be necessary to provide 
funds for the payment of the damages awarded by the Com
missioners of Estimate and Assessment, and of the expenses, 
charges and disbursements in a certain proceeding instituted 
by virtue of said chapter, to wit: 

In the matter of the application of the Commissioners of the Central Park for 
and in behalf of the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New York, 
relative to the oppning of Eleventh Avenue northwardly from the north{,rly line 
of the road or public drive to the southerly line of the street leading from Kings
bridge Road near Inwood Street to the Harlem River Ilea, ShermaIl's Creek, in. 
the city of New York. . 
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Such public fund or stock shall be payable not more than 
forty years from the date of issue thereof, and shall bear in
terest, payable half yearly, at a rate not exceeding seven per 
cent. per annum; and the total amount of such fund or stock 
hereby directed to be issued shall not exceed the sum of seven 
hundred and twenty-nine thousand seven hundred dollars, and 
shall be issued in sums composed of even hundreds of dollars, 
and for not less than the parvalue thereof. 

Proposals for said fund or stock shall be invited by said 
Comptroller by advertisement for the period of ten days, and 
the fund or stock shall be awarded by the Comptroller to the 
person or persons, corporation or corporations who shall offer 
the highest premiums for the same, except that said fund or 
stock, or any portion thereof, maybe subscribed for and award
ed to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund of the city of 
New York, without proposals being invited for the same, in the 
manner aforesaid; and said Comptroller shall, upon the payment 
of the price for which said fund or stock shall be so awarded, 
issue certificates therefor in such form as said Comptroller may 
direct, and as nearly as may be in the usual form of stock of 
the county of New York heretofore issued. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the· Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Parade Ground. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation asking for further in
structions with regard to proceeding with the appointment of 
Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment for the military 

parade ground. . 
(Minutes, August 25th, 1875, p. 221.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said communication 

be received and filed. 
Adopted. 

Commissioner MARTIN, thereupon, presented a statement 
upon the subject of the proceedings for said military parade 
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ground, referred to in the preambles and resolution of the 

Board of Aldermen of August 12th, 1875, and entered on pages 

221 and 222 of the minutes of August 25th, 1875. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said statement be re

ceived and print.ed in tile minutes; and that the subject be re

ferred to Commissioners Martin and Williamson with power, 

and the request that they confer with his Honor the Mayor 

and the Counsel to the Corporation in relation thereto. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 
STATEMENT UPON THE SUBJECT OF THE PROCEEDINGS FOR THE 

MILITARY PARADE GROUND PRESENTED BY COMMISSIONER MARTIN 

AND ORDERED PRINTED IN THE MINUTES. 

In any case, a conclusion reached upon an incomplete or par
tial consideration of the facts, should make but little impres
sion upon the minds of those who have investigated all the 
facts. This case presents an illustratiOlJ of the practical wis
dom of the Legislature in placing the decision of so important 
a question of administration in a department, whose duty it is 
fully to investigate facts, before coming to a decision. 

A consideration of all the facts of this case will not lead to 
the conclusion the Board of Aldermen ha,,-e reached without 
stating them as the basis of their action, and we respectively 
present them for their information. 

The military parade ground was, with two years' delibera
tions, selected ancllaid out by this Department and the military 
authorities under Chapter 628 of the Laws of 1871. The map 
was filed on the 5th April, 1873. . 

The effect of filing this map on the public and on the owners 
of the property within its area, was-

That the filing of the map became final and conclusive on all 
parties. There remained no power to alter or recall it. The 
property show11 on the map was condemned to the public use. 
In the words of the statute" it became one ofthepublic squares 
of the city." It was, under the exercise of the right of eminent 
domain, taken for the public use. 
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To this extent the rights of the owners of the property are 
finally and conclnsively bound. They cannot sell or mortgage 
their property. They have no longer an unincumbered estate 
in property; it is condemned to anpther use than theirs. They 
have a right against the city, as a forcible purchaser, to be paid 
for their land, and to have the price fixed by a commission, to 
be appointed in a legal proceeding which the city alone can 
commence. 'l'hey cannot improve their land and recover any
thing, when the price is fixed, for the value of their improve
ments; and in the meantime they must pay taxes and assess
ments. 

Under the mandate of the law this Department has com
menced the legal proceeding by which the price of the land is 
to be ascertained, as the first step toward enabling the owners 
to recover payment for it. 

It is this proceeding that we are asked to discontinue. The 
answer to it is that it is an unwarrantable and unjust violation 
of a contract in which the city owes the citizen, upon whose 
property it has laid its strong hand, extraordinary good faith. 

A purch~ser who exercises the sovereign right to lay his 
hand on private property, and has it then at his own pleasure 
to institute the legal proceeding which he alone can take, is 
bound on every legal and equitable rule, when he has taken the 
first step, to proceed diligently and without interruption to the 
end. 

U we were requested or had the power to reverse our action 
from the beginnmg and to recall the map, a different case would 
be presented. We are requested to stop midway, to suspend 
indefinitely the proceeding by which the city can render a just 
equivalent to the land owner, and after the city has acted to 
his injury, to leave him under that injury without remedy. 
The reasons the Board of Aldermen assign in support of the 
resolution are, that more available sites for this purpose are 
now presented within the enlarged area of the city; that the 
cost of the property will be great; that the times are hard, and 
that the pressure of the city debt and high taxes is burden
some. 

It is equally true that the Legislature has more than once 
refused to entertain applications to repeal this law or change 
this site; that the cost of the property will be much less than 
it was when the law was passed, and that its value is now at 
an extreme of depression. '1'11e hard tillle3, the debt and the 
high taxes are controlling reasons on all questions of expedi
ency or of policy, but are not reasons that anyone would assert 
or accept for violating obligations. The burden is more op
pressive on the property owner whose land is condemned, 
taxed and unavailable, than it is upon the city or on any other 
citizen. 
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We concede that within the sovereign powers of the city is 
included the right, which the statute permits, of the postpone
ment of this proceeding; that in view of a public emergency it 
. can violate private right by arbitrary action, and inflict injury 
on private citizens. If the city chooses to exercise this right it 
should be done in face of the facts W6 present, and not upon" 
considerations that exclude them, or the whole matter can be 
properly submitted to the court, where the reasons urged would 
be considered, and private rights would receive due protection. 

Sea Wall at the Battery. 

From the Superintending Engineer, recommending that 
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment be requested to 

transfer the balance of the funds for repairing the sea wall at 

the Battery, appropriated in 1874, to the year 1875. 

(Minutes, August 25th, 1875, p. 230.) 

The PRESIDENT thereupon offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 

be, and hereby is, requested to transfer from the appropriation 
for the "repair of sea wall at Battery, 1874," to the ap
propriation for the" repair of sea wall at Battery, 1875," the 
sum of one thousand five hundred and eight dollars and thirty
three cents ($1,508.33), said amount being in excess of the re
quirements of the first mentioned appropriation. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Maintenance of 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, re
questing that expenses incurred with a view to the rebuilding 
of the Bronx River bridges be not charged against the fund for 

the" Maintenance and government of public places, streets, 

roads, avenues and bridges, 23d and 24th Wards." 

Filed. 
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Filter in Morningside Park Sewer. 

From the Superintending Engineer, recommending that a 
filter at the outlet of the pipes running to the pond on Morn
ingside Park be constructed without delay, and estimating the 
cost at less than $500. 

(Minutes, Aug. 25th, 1875, p. 231.) 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said filter be constructed 

by days work, as recommended. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Foreman of Masons. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that it is neces
sary to appoint a foreman of masons as soon as possible. 

Commissioner WILLIA.MSON moved that said communication 
be received, and that Robert McWhinney be appointed fore
man of masons, and his pay be fixed at $6 per day. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved to amend said motion by 
striking out therefrom the name " Robert McWhinney," and 
substituting therefor the name" Wm. F. Croft," and byadd
ing thereto, that said appointment shall only be for the month 
of September, 1875. 

The· PRESIDENT moved to amend said motion of Commis
sioner O'Donohue by substituting therein the name "Robert 
McWhinney" for that of "Wm. F. Croft." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to motion moved by the President, and it was determined 
in the negative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Stebbins--l. 

NoeQ-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
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The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree to said motion moved by Oommissioner O'Dono

hue, and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all 
the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 

Noe~Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 
would agree to said original motion, as amended by Commis

sioner O'Donohue, and it was determined in the affirmative, a 

majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there

of, aaJe1lows : 

~1yes-Commissioners Martin, Williamsen, O'Donohue-3. 
Noe-Oommissioner Stebbins-I. 

Belvedere. 

From Mr. H. L. Marindin, Assistant United States Ooast Sur

veyor, asking permission to place a temporary staff on the Bel
vedere, for the purpose of recovering a triangulation point of 
the United States Ooast Survey. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred to 
the Landscape Architect, with power. 

Adopted. 

Inspector on Third A venue Paving. 

From Mr. J. D. Armstrong, making application to be ap
pointed an inspector on the work of paving Third Avenue. 

(Minutes, August 11th, 1875, p. 190.) 
Laid on the table. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Ohairman of the Auditing Oom
mittee, presented the following report: 

Th~ Auditi?g Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examlIled and audited the following bills, and submit the flame 
to tbe Board for approval; 
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Affleck, Wm., & Co., hay, oats, straw, 

&c ............................. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..•.. 

Barron, James S., & Co., brooms and 

brushes ......................... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .•... 

Byrne & Co., hay, oats, straw, &c .... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Colwell, Jas. W., lumber ............ Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ......... . 

De Grauw, Aymar & Co., rope ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Gordon, Robt., Actg. Treas., ins. and 

wages ......................... , . Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Gold & Stock Telegraph Co., rent of 

line ............................. Ma:nt. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........... . 

Hogan, John, labor and materials ... Museum of Art .... 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ......... . 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards, &c .. 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Music Central Park. 

Moran & Armstrong, labor and ma-

terials ........................... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Menzies, Wm., & Son, lumber ...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... .. 

Maint., &c., H. R. 

Bridges •••.••••• 

$294 79 

33 00 

291 21 

223 16 

10 19 

520 25 

$41 66 

20 84 
---- 62 50 

10,000 00 

$84 87 

32 92 

21 08 

11 66 

1 00 

---- 151 53 

5,088 95 

$310 06 

13 '76 
323 82 
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Mott, J. L., Iron Works, castings ... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... $23 63 

Smyth, W., disinfectant ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 5 00 

Simpson, A., bread, August ...•.... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 70 84 

Tone, Theo. F., coal. .............. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... $72 00 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........... . , 8 00 
80 00 

United Farmers' Milk Co., milk., Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 17 28 
Vanderbilt, Bros., grass, seed and 

nuts ........................... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... $10 00 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........... . 21 00 
---- 31 00 

Watson, Mfg. Co., labor and ma-

terials ........................... Museum of Art .. . 4,050 00 

Watrous & Willson, lumber .. , ...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 55 00 
Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, sledges, 

&c ................. , ............ City Parks Impt. 

Fu!ld ........... . 22 80 

-----
$21,354 95 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ..... , . $1.474 72 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards ................. . 256 08 

Maintenance Harlem River Bridges .................... . 13 76 

Surveying, laying out, &c., 23d and 24th Wards, &c .... . 21 08 

Music-Central Park ................................. . 1 00 

City Parks Impt. Fund ............................... 5,538 31 

Museum of Art. . . .. . . .. .. .. . . . . .. .. .. .... .. .. . . . . . .. 14,050 00 
---$21,354 95 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty-one thousand three hundred 
and fifty~four dollars and ninety-five cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, September 6, 1875. 

JOSEPH J. 

DAVID B. 
O'DONOHUE, 

WILLIAMSON, 

.A uditinp Oommittee, 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Grading. &0., 3d Av., from 147th St. to Harlem River. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Engineer of Construction be 
directed to prepare and submit to the Board the specifications 
for grading, regulating, &c., 'fhird Avenue, from 147th Street 
to the Harlem River, as directed by ordinances of the Common 
Council. 

(Minutes, August 25th, 1875, p. 222.) 
Adopted. 

Third .A venue Paving. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following two resolutions: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No. 10) of Mr. ,James Everard 

for the paving of Thud Avenue, from Westchester Avenue to 
the northerly side of 163d Street, be accepted as the lowest 
bid; that the contract be awarded to said J ltmes Everard, and 
that the President be, and he hereby is, authorized to execute 
the same for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, Sept. 1st, 1875, p. 239.) 
Resolved, rfhat the proposal (No.6) of Mr. J. B. Devlin for 

the paving of Third Avenue, from the northerly side of l63d 
Street to the northerly boundary of 23d Ward, be accepted as 
the lowest bid; that the contract be awarded to said J. B. 
Devlin, and that the President be, and he hereby is, author
ized to execute the same for and on behalf of this Depart
ment. 

(Minutes, Sept. 1st, 1875, p. 240.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the· affirm a-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Eng. of Steam-Engine in 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the employment of W. C. Green, 
as engineer of the steam-engine in the 23d and 24th Wards, 

be continued from the 1st to the 30th inst. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Assistant-Engineer Oalkins. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the pay of Assistant Engineer 
Calkins be charged, until further order, to construction. 

(Minutes, March 24th, 1875, p. 599.) 
Adopted. 

Eng. and Surveyor of Street Openings and Improvements. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 

Rpsolved, That Edgar B. Van Winkle be appointed" Engi
neer and Surveyor of Street Openings and Improvements;" 
that it be referred to the Executive Committee to report at the 
next meeting upon his duties, his salary and the mode of its 
payment. 

(Minutes, Aug. 11th, 1875, p. 196.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 
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Organization of Gardeping Force. 
\ 

The PRESIDENT moved that the communication of the Land-

scape Architect, on the gardening force, presented to the 
Board on the 21st July, 1875, be taken from the table. 

(Minutes, July 21st, 1875, p. 138.) 
Adopted. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that from and nfter this 
date the gardening force be organized and managed as recom

mended by the Landscape Architect in said communication, 

namely: 

1. That for gardening maintenance purposes eight districts 
be formed. Six to be on the Central Park; the smaller Parks 
to form one, and the Nursery and Hot-houses one (Mount 
Morris Park remaining as at present). 

2. For each gardening district a division gardener to be in 
immediate charge of all gardening work iu his division, and 
responsible for the care of its trees, shrubs and plants (turf ex
cepted). His time to be taken and· reported, as the time of 
division gardeners is at present, by the Maintenance Foreman 
of the ground in which his di vision is included. 

3. Two gardeners and two garden laborers to be enrolled 
with each division ga,rdener, and to be at his orders whenever 
he shall require their services; at other times to be at the 
orders of the foreman, by whom their time should be returned 
as heretofore. 

4. The above gardening fo rce to he under the exclusive orders 
of the Superintending Gardener, and nothing to be done on 
ground occupied by trees, shrubs or plants except under his 
orders or with his approval. 

5. Additional laboring force, carts and other means, when 
certified by the Superintending Gardener to be necessary for 
his work, to be provided as may be directed by the Superin
tendent of Parks. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 
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trrigation of the Ball-Ground. 

The Landscape Architect stated that it is necessary to lay a 

quantity of iron pipe through the Ball-Ground, when it is be

ing ploughed up, as heretofore ordered by the Board, in order 

to provide for its proper irrigation, but that the quantity re

quired would cost over $1,000. 

Dommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said subject be refer

red to the President and Oommissioner Williamson to confer 

with the Oounsel to the Oorporation, and if nece5sary, to direct 
advertisements for said pipe to be inserted. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Report of Dept. ending Dec., 1873. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the subject of the 

selection and procurement of the illustrations for the report of 

the D6partment ending December, 1873, be referred to the 
President, in conjunction with the Landscape Architect. 

'fhe PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 
Eighth Avenue Wall. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the subject of deter

mining the amount of the Eighth Avenue wall on the Oentral 

Park, to be built under the contract with the Wilson & Hughes 

Stone Company, be referred to the President and Commis

sioner Williamson, with power. 

(Minutes, August 25th, 1875, p. 223;) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

obue-i. 

148th Street. 

Commissioner MARTIN, to whom the communication of Mr. 
Wm. H. Payne, relative to the appointment of Commissioners 

of Estimate and Assessment in the matter of grading 148th 
Street, from Millbrook to St. Anne Avenue, verbally reported 

that Section 9, Chapter 329, Laws of 1874, directs that the ap
pointment of three such Commissioners shall be made jointly 
by the Commissioners of this Department and the Counsel to 

the Corporation. 
(Minutes, June 29th, 1875, p. 110.) 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said report be re
ceived, and that the subject of the appointment of said Com
missioners be referred to the President and Commissioners 

Martin and Williamson, with power~ 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 7.00 

o'clock P. M. 
WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDN"~SDAY, ~EPfl'EMBER 8th, 187ii. 

SPECIAL MEETING-3.30 o'clock P. M. 

The Board met pursuant to the following call of the Presi

dent: 

Mr. WM. IRWIN, 

Sccretarg D. P. P. : 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, ! 
86 Union Square, N. Y. f 

6th September, 18'15. 

SIR,-You will please call a special meeting of the Board for Wednesday, the 

8th inst., at 3.30 o'clock p, M., to take action in the matter of making a.requisition 

on the Comptroller of the city for th~ further issue of bonds for the construction 

of the Museums of Natural History and of Art, authorized by Sec. 2, Chap. 290, 

Laws of 18'71. 
Respectfully, 

(Signed) H, G. STEBBINS, 

Presiaent, D. P. P. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previoT!s meeting of the 6th inst. was dispensed with. 

Museums of Natural History and Art. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of 

\ 
\ 



266 [ Wednesdcty, 

Public Parks of the city of New York hereby make requisition 
upon the Comptroller of the city of New York for the sum of 
two hundred and fifty thous3nd dollars ($250,000), for the con
struction of a Museum of Art and 2, Museum of NatUl'al His
tory, as pTovided by Bec. 2, Chap. 290, Laws of 187l. 

(Minutes, Oct. 23d, 1874, p. 321.) 

The PRESIDENT' put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, Hm1 it WHS debrmined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, \Villiamson-3. 

D. Campbell. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that David Campbell, late 

a rodman in the engineering force, be allowed pay at the rate 
of $3 per day for such time as he has, prior to September 1st, 

1875, actually worked for the Department, and for which he has 

received no compensation, which time shall be certified to by 

the Superintending Engineer. 

(Minutes, Sept. 1st, 18'75, p. 247.) 

The PRESIDF,NT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, anel it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Boarel voting in favor 

I 

thereof, a:;; follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-So 

Roads, &c., in 23cl and 24th IVal'cls. 

The PREsIDEN'r stated that he had received from Mr. H. F. 
Spaulding a petition addressed to the Board of Estimate and 

Apportionment, and signed by a number of the owners of 

property in the vicinity of Riverdale, in the 24th Ward, 

urging that Boanl to make a more liberal appropriation for 

the care of the roads, &c., in the 2311 and 24th Wards than 

that made last year; and moved that said petition be forwarded 
to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment. 

(Minutes, August 25th, 1875, p. 233.) 
. Adopted. 
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Parade Ground. 

Commissioners MARTIN and WILLIAMSON reported, verbally, 

that they had directed the Secretary to transmit to the Board of 

Aldermen and to the Counsel to the Corporation an extract 
from the minutes of the last meeting of the Board, containing 
its action in regard to the subject of the Military Parade 

Ground; that they had had an interview with the Counsel to the 

Corporation, but could not agree upon any instructions to give 
him in the matter. 

(Minutes, Sept. 6th, 1875. p. 251.) 
Received. 

Eighth Avenue Wall. 

The PRESIDENT and Commissioner WILLIAMSON, to whom ~he 
subject of determining the amount of the Eighth Avenue wall 

to be built by the Wilson & Hughes Stone Co. under their 
present contract, was referred, with power,l'eported verbally 

that they had directed said Wilson & Hughes Stone Co. to 

proceed with the Eighth Avenue wall to the extent of filling up 
the openings in the wall by the gates, and where it is best to 
have the same quality of stone as is already there, not to ex
ceed about ~ 600 feet, and as much less as is practicable, and 

not to go beyond the obligations of the existing contract. That 
on the completion of these openings, they directed the contract 

to be closed. 
(Minutes, September 6th, 1875, p. 263.) 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said report be received 

and approved. 
Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON, the Board adjourned 
at 4.15 o'clock P.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER liith, 187~. 

REGULAR MEETING-10 o'clock A. M. 

Present.-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned to meet 
on Friday, the 17th September, 1875, at 9 o'clock A. M. 

WM.. IRWIN, 

Secretm'Y, D. P. P. 
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FRIDA.Y, SEPTEMBER 17th, 187~. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 o'clock A. 1\1. 

PRESENT-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" 
" 

MARTIN; 

WILLIAMSON. 
The minutes of the previous meetings of the 6th, 8th and 

15th insts.,were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Filling on Manhattan Square. 

From the Comptroller, returning the proposal of Mr. A. W. 
Campb6U to deliver 10,000 cubic yards of earth filling on Man
hattan Square, without his approval of the sureties thereon, 
and stating that Mr. Campbell offers Messrs. William Canning 
and William DassIeI' as substitutes for said sureties. Also, 
enclosing a copy of an opinion of the Counsel to the Corpora
tion, in which he states': "I think there can be no doubt that, 
" under these provisions of the charter and the ordinances, it ~ 
"is lawful in any case to substitute as sureties other persons 
" than those named in the proposals, provided such substitu
" tion is made with the consent of the head of the department 
" making the contract, &c." 

(Minutes August 25th, 1875, p. 231.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Commissioners of this Department here

by consent to the substitution of Messrs. Wm. Canning 'and 
Wm. Dassler in place of Messrs. Arthur Flynn and Robert 
Blair, as sureties for the faithful performance of the contract 
awarded to said A. W. Campbell, and that the President be 
requested so to certify to the Comptroller. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting III 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Sea Wall at Battery. 

From the Comptroller, stating that the contract with Mr. A. 

J. Howell for repairing the sea wall at the Battery provides 

that all said work shall be finished and completed on or be
fore the 1st June, 1875, in default of which the contractor shall 

forfeit and pay the sum of $10 each day thereafter that the 
work remains unfinished; that the work was not completed until 

August 20th, 1875; and asking whether there is any reason 
why the penalty should not be enforced. 

(Minutes, August 25th, 1875, p. 230.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the President be 

requested to notify the Comptroller that, in the opinion of the 

Commissioners of this Department, good and sufficient reasons 

exist why the penalty should not be enforced, an~ that they 

have concluded not to enforce the same. 
Adopted. 

Fountain Basin, Madison Square. 

Street in Twenty-third Ward. 

From the Health Department, complaining of the condition 
of the Fountain Basin in Madison Square, and of an unpaved 
street on the east side of Railroad Avenue, 100 feet north of 
169th street, in the Twenty-third Ward. 

Referred to the Superintendent of Parks and the Superin
tendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, respec

tively: 

Central Park. 

From the Landscape Architect, submitting a diagram, pre-
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senting the outline of a plan for connecting the existing drives 

and walks of the Central Park with the entrances opposite the 
nearest corners of Manhattan Square. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said diagram be approved 

and the design provisionally adopted, except in respect to the 

archway foot-approaches to }Ianhattan Square. 

The PRESIDENT put the questiun whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

House On Riverside Park. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, notifying the Board that 
the house on Riverside Park, occupied by Mr. Daly, was par
tially destroyed by fire on the 4th inst., caused by sparks from 

a house on Ninety-seventh street, which was previously 

burning. 
The PRESIDENT stated that Mr. Daly requested permission 

to repair said house at his own expense, on the condition that 
he would be allowed to occupy it, free of rent, until required 

by the Department. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON thereupon moved that Mr. Daly 
be allowed to repair said house, under the direction of the 

Superintendent of Parks, and that on his so doing, he be al
lowed to occupy it, free of rent, until it be required by the 
Department, but in any case not exceeding two years from 

this date. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, WilliamsQIl-3. 
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Foreman for Laying Tar Pavement. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that the walks in 
the lower section of the Central Park are ready to have the 

tar pavement laid on them, and requesting that the late fore

man, A. A. Ranney, and four or five of his men, be employed for 

this work. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the Superintendent 
of Parks be authorized to employ said A. A. Ranney at $4.50 per 
day, and four of the men formerly employed under him, and 

who aTe skilled at the work of laying said pavement, at $2.24 

per day, during the month of September. 
The PRESIDENT put the question wheth8l' the BoaI'd would 

agree to said motion, and it was detei.'minec1 in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Aye8-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the 23cl and 24th Wards, report

ing what force he will require, and the expense of the same, 

for the remainder of the year. 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said report be referred to 

the Executive Committee to examine and report. 
Adopted. 

Third A venue Pavement. 

From Mr. James Everard, accepting the award for paving 
Third Avenue, from 'Westchester A venue t,o the northerly side 
of 163d Street. 

(Minutes, September 6th, 1875, p. 259.) 
Filed. 

From Mr. J. B. Devlin, accepting the award for paving 

Third Avenue, from the northerly side of 163d Street to the 
northerly boundary of the 23d Ward. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, September 6, 1875, p. 259.) 
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L. A. Risse. 

From Mr. L. A. Risse, applying for the position of inspector 
on the work of paving Third Avenue. 

Also from Mr. G. S. Greene, Jr., recommending Mr. L. A. 
Risse for said position. 

Laid on the table. 

L. Falkenau. 

From Mr. L. Falkenau, applying for remuneration on ac
count of work done, as City Surveyor, on the Third Avenue 
paving. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said communication 
be referred to the Executive Committee, to report upon at the 
same time a report is made upon the salary, &c., of Mr. Edgar 
B. Van Winkle, Engineer and Surveyor of street openings and 
improvemen ts. 

(Minutes, September 6th, 1875, p. 260.) 
Adopted. 

Gravel. 

From Messrs. Kohler & Perkins, stating that if the contract 
for the. delivery of 5,000 cubic yards of screened gravel is not 
awarded to them, they shall take measures to protect their 
rights to the award. 

(Minutes, September 1st, 1875, p. 241.) 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication be 

refen-ed to the President to report. 
Adopted. 

Art Museum. 

From Mr. John Hogan, contractor for the granite work of 
the building for the Museum of Art, stating that he is now en
titled to the sixth and seventh payments on account of his 
contract. 

(Minutes, Sept. 25th, 1875, p. 224.) 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 

instructed to prepare the estimates for the work done by said 

contractor whenever he is entitled to them under the terms of 

his contract. 

Adopted. 
(Minutes, May 10th, 1875, p. 20.) 

Mineral Springs. 

From Mr. Carl H. Schultz, lessee of the Mineral Springs in 

Central Park, asking for a reduction of hid rent. 

(Minutes, March 6th, 1875, p. 568.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 

to the Executive Committee to report. 

Adopted. 

Earth Filling. 

From Mr. Dwight H. Olmsted, stating that he can dispose of a 

quantity of earth filling on 117th Street, ne1U Moruingside Park, 

and asking whether the Department will purchase it. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the President be requested 

to inform Mr. Olmsted that the Department will take the earth 
filling without rock, and remove it from his property, when re

quiredfor use on the Parks, but cannot pay any money for the 

material. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com

mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have examined and 

audited the following bill, and submit the same to the Board for approval: 

Rollins, T. W., labor and material. ........ )fus. of Art ............ »;15,491 00 

Being the sum of fifteell thousand four hundred and ninety-one dollars. 

New York, September 15th, 1875. 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

.Auditing Committee. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned bill, and that the Secretary be directed to 

transmit it to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the af

firmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Museums of Natural History and Art. 

The PRESIDE~T reported that the several contractors for 

erection of the Museums of Natural History and of Art, in
formed him that the Comptroller of the city had refused to pay 

their estimates on account of the work not having been fin
ished within the times stipulated in their contracts, unless spec

ially authorized by this Department to do so. 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that the President be request

ed to obtain from the Architects written statements concerning 
the failure of said contractors to complete their work within the 

times stipulated, and submit them to the Board at its next 

meeting. 

Adopted. 

3d Ave., grading. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Engineer of Construction 

having reported to him that the Engineer and Surveyor of 

Street Openings, &c., required some assistance, he had au
thorized him to employ L. Falkenau and Patrick Phillips for 
that purpose, on their agreeing to receive such compensation as 
the Board shall hereafter determine, in case any compensation 

can be legally paid them for such work. 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the action of the 

President in the matter be approved. 

Adopted. 
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148th street and 143d street grading, &c. 

11S6th street sewer. 

Con:1missioner MARTIN reported that he had consulted with 
the Counsel to the Corporation, and had agreed with him on the 
following named persons, namely: Meyer Butzel, Wm. Mei
kleham and Hugh Ferrigan, as fit and proper persons to ap
point as Commissioners to assess the expenses of regulating 
and grading 148th street, from St. Ann's Avenue to Mill Brook. 
That the works of regulating, &c., 143d Street, from Willis 
Avenue to St. Ann's Avenue, and of constructing a sewer 
through 156th Street, from St. Ann's Avenue to 3d Avenue, also 
authorized by the late Board of Tmstees of the town of Mor
risania, were completed, but that no Commissioners had 
been appointed in either case. He then moved that the ap
pointment of said Commissioners be signed and transmitted 
to the Counsel to the Corporation for his approval and signa
ture: 

(Minutes, September 6th, 1875, p. 263.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 
11.15 o'clock A. M., to meet at 3 o'clock P. M., on Saturday, the 
18th inst. 

W:M. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18th, 18'73. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, Pr~sident. 

" MARTIN. 
" WILLIAMSON. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting, of the 17th instant, was dispensed with. 

Museum of Art. 

The PRESIDENT, as requested at the last meeting, submitted 
the written statements of Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, and of 
the Superintending Architect, certifying that neither Messrs. 
Moran & Armstrong nor the Watson Manufacturing Company, 
contractors respectively for the mason and iron work of the 
Museum of Art, can be held responsible for not completing 
their contracts within the times stipulated, the delay having oc
curred by no fault of theirs. 

(Minutes, September 17th, 1875, p. 277.) 

Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the penalties contained in the contracts made 
with Messrs. Moran & Armstrong and with the Watson Manu
facturing Company for the mason work :;tnd for the iron work, 
respectively, of the Museum of Art, in the case of the non
completion of said works within the times in said contracts 
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stipulated, are hereby remitted, up to and including the fol
lowing dates, being the dates on which their last preceding 
estimates were audited and authorized to be paid, viz. : 

Messrs. Moran & Armstrong's contract up to and including 
August 11th, !tH5. 

The Watson Manufacturing Company's contract up to and 
including September 6th, 1875. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Gravel. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the communication of 
MeRsrs. Kohler & Perkins, verbally reported thereon, and sub

mitted a communication from the Superintendent of Parks, 
wherein he states: 

"I have examined the samples of gravel furnished by Messrs. 
« Kohler & Perkins, and by Andrew Govan, with their pro
" posals, and I consider that neither of them are suitable to 
" be used on the walks and roads of the parks, nor are they 
" similar to the gravel heretofore used by the Department." 
{Minutes, May 9th, 1874, p. 13, and Sep. 17th, 1875, p. 275.) 

Commissioner MARTIN thereupon offered the following pre· 
,a,mble and resolution: 

Whereas, On examination of the bids and samples for 
·screened gravel, opened on 18th August, 1875, it appears 
that the bid of Jesse Ryder is irregular and informal, and 
that the samples furnished by Andrew Govan and by Kohler 
.& Perkins are not suitable for walks and roads as required, 
and are not similar to that heretofore used in the Central Park; 
therefore-

Resolved, That the proposal (No.2) of Mr. John A. Bouker 
for the delivery 'of 5,000 cubic yards of screened gravel be ac
.cepted as the lowest bid; that the contract therefor be awarded 
.tosaid John A. Bouker; and that the President be, and he 
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hereby is, authorized to execute the same for and on behalf of 
this Department. 

(Minutes, Aug. 18th, 1875, p. 205.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Work on 14/ith Street, 23d Ward. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, to whom was referred the com
munication of Mr. James R. Angel, Attorney for Messrs. Hai
deran & Klein, plesenting their bill for ,work done on 145th 
Street, in the 23d Ward, verbally rel'orted that said work was 
authorized by resolution of the Board of Trustees of the late 
town of Morrisania, passed December 10th, 1873, but that, on 
€xamination of the laws, it appears that this Department has 
no power or authority to audit said bill. 

(Minutes, August 11th, 1875, p. 189.) 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said report be received 

:and approved, and that Mr. Angel be notified thereof. 
Adopted. 

J. E. Childs. Central Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT reported that, the Engineer of Construction 
having informed him that he was in immediate need of a fore
man of carpenters on the work of rebuilding the dra\v of Cen
tral Bridge, he had, on the 10th inst., authorized him to 
employ J. E. Childs in that capacity. 

(Minutes, Aug. 26th, 1875, p. 236.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the action of the 

President be approved; that the pay of J. E. Childs be fixed 
at $6 per day, and that his employment be only until and in
duding the 25th inst. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
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agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the Board adjourned at 
4 o'dock p. M., to meet on Thursday, the 23d in st., a.t 9 o'clock 
A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Sec~'etary, D. P. P_ 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER ~3d, IS7:i. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 17th and 18th 
insts. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read. 

Fees, &c., Received by Officers of City Government. 

From the Comptroller, reciting Sec. 96, Chap. 335, Laws of 
1873, alid requesting that he be furnished with the names of 
all persons in the employ of this Department or under its sup
ervision or control who receive, or who are authorized to receive 
or who are 'likely to receive, any fees, perquisites or commis
sions or any percentage or moneys that belong to the city, or 
which, by the requirements of law, should be paid into the City 
Treasury. 

Referred to the President. 

Civil and Topographical Force, 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting upon 
the force under his control, the duties of the members thereof, 

and the work they have been employed upon. 

Referred to the Executive Committee. 
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Horses and Carts. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that he required 
eight more horses and carts. 

Commissioner Williamson moved that the number of horses 

and carts reported by the Superintendent of Parks to be 

required, be employed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

EltonAve., 23d Ward. 

From Mr. C. Moritz and others, complaining of the condition 

of Elton Avenue in the 23d Ward. 
Referred to the Engineer in charge of improvements in the 

23d Ward authorized by the Board of Trustees of the late 

town of Morrisania, to report. 

Lake, Ponds, &c., in Central Park. 

From Mr. J as. L. Worth, complaining of the condition of the 
lake and ponds in Central Park. 

(Minutes, Sept. 1st, 1875, p. 242.) 
Commissioner Martin moved that the Executive Committee 

be relieved from the further consideration of the report of the 
Superintendent of Parks on the subject of cleaning the lake 
and ponds in Central Park, presented to the Board on the 18th 

August, 1875, and that it and the communication of Mr. Jas, 
L. Worth be referred to the President to report. 

(Minutes, Aug. 18th, 1875, p. 206.) 
Adopted. 

Parker McCuen, Tailor. 

Oommissioner Williamson, who was designated by the Pres-. 
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ident to conduct the trial of Parker McCuen, tailor attached to 
the police force, on a charge of int,oxication and neglect of 

duty on August 12, 1875, verbally reported that said Parker 

McCuen admitted the charge; that he has been suspended 
without pay since said 12th of August, and that it was his first 
offense, although he has been attached to the police force of 
the Department for more than four years. 

Commissioner Martin moved that said report be received 
and laid over for consideration at the next meeting of the 
Board. 

148th St. and 143d St. Grading, etc. 

156th St. Sewer. 

Commissioner Martin presented the following appointment 
of Messrs. MeyerButzel, V\~m. Meikleham, and Hugh Ferri~ 
gan, as c~)Inmissioners to assess the expenses of regulating and 
grading 148th and 143d Streets, and of constructing a sewer in 

156th street, signed by the Counsel to the,Corporation, and moved 
that it be filed, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
a certified copy thereof to each of said Commissioners. 

Adopted. 
(Minutes, Sept. 17th, 1875, p. 278.) 

ApPOINTMENT. 

Wherea8, The late Board of Trustees of the Town of Morrisania duly authorized 

lind executed contracts for the several works hereafter mentioned, but did not ap

point Oommissioners to apportion and assess the expenses thereof, as directed by 

Sections 47 and 48, Ohapter 277. Laws of 1864. 

Therefore we, the undersigned, Oommissioners of the Department of Public 

Parks of the Oity of New York, and the Oounsel to the Oorporation of said Oity, 

do hereby, in pursuance of the authority in us vested by Section 9, Ohapter 329, 

Laws of 1874, appoint 

Meyer Bntzel, 

William Meikleham, 

Hugh Ferrigan, 

all of New York city, and owners of a freehold estate liable to taxation therein, 

and who are not interested in or affected by said works or improvements, Como 
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missioners to assess the expenses of the following mentioned works or improve

ments, namely: 

1. Regulating aud grading 148th Street, from St. Ann's Avenue to Mill Brook. 

Contractors, John R. Baity and John McCarty. 

2. The construction of a sewer through 156th Street, between St. Ann's Avenue 

and Third Avenue. Contri1ctor, Green Wright. 

S. Regulating and grading 143d Street, from Willis A venue to St. Ann's Avenue. 

Contractor, Green Wright. 

Dated this 17th September, 1875. 

(Si?"d). H. G. STEBBENS, } Commissioners of 
'V~r. R. MARTIN, the Department of 
DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, Public Parks. . 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, 

WILLLHI C. WIIITNEY, Counsel to Corporation. 

3d. Av. Improvement, 23d Ward. 

The PRESIDENT reported that the Engineer III charge of the 
3d Avenue Improvement had certified the final estimate of the 

contractor, lVIr. James Hall, and he moved that it be referred to 

the Auditing Committee to examine and report thereon, and on 
the subject of the compensation allowed to Mr. E. C. Morrison, 

as engineer in charge of said improvement. 

(Minntes, November 24th, 1874, p. 367) 
Adopted. 

Works of Construction. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that all the works of construc
tion mentioned on page 119 of the Minutes of June 29th, 

1875, and not already specially directed to be prosecuted, be 
proceeded with. 

(Minutes, June 29th, 1875, p. 119.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 

Noe-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 
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By consent, Commissioner WILLIAMSON stated, in explanation of his foregoing 

vote, that he is willing to favor the immediate prosecution, to a limited degree, of 

all the works mentioned on page 119 of the Minutes, giving as a reason therefor, 

that, although there is a fair question as to the ad visability of proceeding with all 

at once, yet, as it is highly important that some of the works should be proceeded 

with at Ollce, and as it may be fairly claimed that more equal justice will be done 

to the citizens at large by the prosecution of all, he feels it to be his duty to vote 

in the affirmative. 

Fonndation wall, llOth Street. 

Approaches to 7th Regt. Statue. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the foundation of the 
enclosing wall of Central Park, along llOth Street, and the 

constr~ction of the approaches to the 7th Regiment statue be 
completed as soon as possible. 

(Minutes, July ~7th, 1875, p. 164.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Draw-bridge over Bronx River_ 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the Civil and Topographi
cal Engineer be directed to prepare a survey of the location 
of the draw-bridge over the Bronx River, at the point to be 

indicated by the Engineer of Construction, and submit the 
same to the Board. 

(Minutes, September 1st, 1875, p. 244.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don· 

ohue-4. 
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Clerical Force, pay of. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the salaries of all 

employes in the following offices, viz., Commissioners' office, 
Design and Superintendence (excepting Engineers and Archi
tects), Superintendent of Parks, Disbursing Clerk and 

Property Clerk, be, until further order, charged in the pro

portion of one-half to the maintenance of Parks and Places, 
and one-half to Construction. 

(Minutes, March 24th, 1875, p. 598.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

J. E. Childs, Foreman, Central Bridge. 

W. C. Green, Engineer of Steam Engine. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the employment of 
J. E. Childs, as foreman of carpenters on repairs of Central 
Bridge, and of W. C. Green, as engineer of steam engine in 

the 23d and 24th Wards, be continued at their present pay 

until November 1st, 1875, if their services are so long required. 

(Minutes, Sept. 6th and 18th, 1875, pp. 260 and 283.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Wm. F. Croft, Foreman of Masons. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the temporary ap-
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pointment of Wm. F. Croft, as foreman of masons, at $6 per 
day, be made permanent until the further order of the Board. 

(Minutes, Sept. 6th, 1875, p. 255.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members ofthe Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Suspension Bridge, 181st Street. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the subject of adopting the 
plans for the approaches to the Suspension Bridge over Har~ 
lem River at 181st Street, laid over at the meeting of the 
Board held on June 16th, 1875, be now taken up. 

(Minutes, June 16th, 1875, p. 97.) 
The PRESIDENT moved as a substitute for said motion, that 

said subject be further laid over, and made the special order of 
business at the next meeting of the Board. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board adjourned 
'at 12:30 o'clock P. M., to meet on Monday, the 27th instant, at 
4 o'clock P. M 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27th, lS7ii. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4 o'clock P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" 
" 

MARTIN. 
O'DONOHUE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the reading of the minutes of 

the previous meeting of the 23d inst. was dispensed with. 

The following communication Wfi,S presented and read: 

Laborers, &c. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that, to enable 

him to proceed with the different works ordered by the Board 

on the 23d inst., it is necessary that there should be employed 

immediately 200 laborers, 12 stone-masons,8 stone-cutters, 6 
rockmen and 1 blacksmith. 

(Minutes, Sept. 23d, 187'5, p. 286.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that 100 laborers, 12 masons, 8 stone
cutters, 6 rockmen and 1 blacksmith be employed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 
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Supenslon Bridge, 181 st st. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the subject Df adopting 

the plans for the approaches to the Suspension Bridge over 

Harlem River at 181st Street, la.id oyer at the last meeting, and 

made the special order of business at this meeting, be now 

taken up. 

(Minutes, Sept. 23, 1875, p. 289.) 

Adopted. 
Commissioner O'DoNoRuE then moved tha.t the plan of ap

proaches to said Suspension Bridge over the Harlem River at 
181st Stre et, marked C, and signed by the Engineer of Con

struction, be adopted by the Board, except that the centre line 

of the approaches to said bridge from the west side of said 

river shall be made to correspond with the centre line of 181st 

Street. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was deterlllined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That under and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks of 
the city of New York, by Chap. 604 of the I~aws of 1874, the 
said Commissioners do hereby layout the streets, avenues and 
roads within that part of the city of New York north and east 
of a line commencing at the termination of the southerly line 
of One hundred and fifty-fith Street, at or in the Hudson River; 
running thence easterly along said southerly line of One hun
dred and fifty-fifth street, and a prolongation of said line to the 
middle of Harlem River; and running thence southerly along 
the middle of said Harlem River, to the Sound north of Ran
del's Island, shown on a map marked C, dated "Department 
of Public Parks, Bureau of Construction, New York, April 
21st, 1875," and signed "Wm. H. Grant, Eng. Beu. Const'n," 
of the widths, extent and direction that said streets are desig
nated on said map by red lines, figures and color, except that 
the centre line of the street, road or avenue thereon, approach-
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ing the proposed Suspension Bridge, shall be made to extend 
in a straight line from the middle of 181st Street, produced in 
a straight line to the eastern side of 10th Avenue, to a point in 
the centre line of the street approaching said bridge, as laid 
down on said map, one hundred feet west of AqlleductAvenue, 
and that the widths, extent and direction of the s[!'id streets, 
avenues and roads, so laid out, are such as to the said Commis
sioners, or a majority of them, seem most conducive to the 
public good. 

And that the President of the Department cause the said 
streets, avenues and roads to be surveyed and designated by 
proper monuments, and also to have prepared and submit to 
this Board the three similar maps or plans and profiles of the 
same, to be filed in pursuance of the law above mentioned. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

a.gree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of an the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

Morningside Park Sewer. 

The PRESIDENT presented to the Board a plan and profile of 

the sewer for Morningside Park, dated August 25th, 1875, and 

signed " John Bogart, Supt. Engineer," and moved that said 

plan and profile be approved by the Board. 

(Minutes, August 25th, 1875, p. 231.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

John Smith. 

The PRESIDENT stated that John Smith, who is placed in 
,charge of the stone-cutters in the employment of the Depart

ment, was recently fired at and wounded in the arm, by a man 

whom he had recommended to be discharged for incompetency. 

That he was absent from work for about a week on account of 
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his wound. The President then moved that said John Smith 
be allowed full pay fo1' all the time he was absent on account 
of said wound. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, 0'Donohue-3. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board adjourned 
at 5:30 o'clock, to meet on Wednesday ,the 29th inst., at 9 
o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P 



Wednf;sday, Sept. 29, 1875.J 295 

WEDNESDAY, SE"TI~MBER ~9th, 187ii. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'OLOOK A. M. 

Pref:!ent-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN, 

" WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 23d and 27th 
inst. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Eighth A venue. 

From the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works, 
stating that that Department had entered into a contract to 

pave Eighth Avenue, from 59th to 125th Street, and asking 
the consent of this Department thereto, in order to remove all 
doubts as to which Department has authority, under Ohap. 
632, Laws of 1866, over that portion of said avenue, between 
Seventy-seventh and Eighty-first Streets. 

Referred to the President. 

Concord Avenue, 23d Ward. 

From Mr. James R. Angel, urging the completion of the 
work of regulating and grading Concord Avenue, in the 23d 

Ward. 
(Minutes, July 21st, 1875, p. 138.) 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communication 
be referred to the President to ascertain from the Oounsel to 
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the Oorporation and report to the Board, what proceedings 
are necessary to have said avenue completed. 

Adopted. 

Tompkins Square. 

From the Landscape Architect, submitting a design for the 
improvement of Tompkins Square, including the erection of a 

raised tribune thereon. 
(Minutes, June 29th, 1875, p. 121.) 

Oommissioner MARTIN moved that s aid design be approved 
and adopted by the Board, but that the question of the con
struction of the proposed tribune be postponed for future 

considera tion. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the af
firmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-:-0ommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dou
ohue--4. 

Boat.house. 

From the Landscape Architect, recommending that the boat
house on the Lake in Central Park be completed imme
diately. 

(Minutes, Feb'y 25th, 1874, 583.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said boat-house be 

completed and erected forthwith. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting In 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8"":"Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3_ 
No-Commissioner Williamson-I. 

Superintendent's Reports. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting the work done 
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by the force under his charge during the two weeks ending 
September 11th, and also for the two weeks ending September 
25th. 

(Minutes, Sept. 1st, 1875, p. 242.) 
Filed. 

RockmeD. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending that P. 
Curtin, J. McNally and William Moore, laborers, be promoted 
to the rank of rockmen. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said three laborers be 
promoted to rockmen, as recommended by the Superintendent 
of Parks. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Ice OD the Po~l. 

From Mr. Jacob Boehm, proposing to cut and take the ice 
from .the Pool in Central Park during the coming winter, and 
offering to pay therefor $700. 

(Minutes, Aug. 26th, 1874, p. 221.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the Secretary be di

rected to insert a notice in the City Record, inviting proposals 
for taking away the ice from said Pool during next winter. 

Adopted. 

Rams-Menagerie. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that he can ex
change three rams, which are now useless, for a number of 
birds, which are needed in the Menagerie. 
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Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communication 

be referred to the President, with power. 

Adopted. 

S. B. Smith, F. W. Brown. 

From First Assistant Division Engineer S. B. Smith, and 
from F. W. Brown, messenger, asking to be allowed pay for 

certain days they were absent during September on account 

of sickness. Both of said applications are approved of by 

the Civil and Topographical Engineer. 
The PHESIDENT moved tlUtt s'1id applieations be granted. 
'rhe PRESIDENT put the questiun whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, 'Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

The PRESIDENT,3S requested atthe meeting of the 17th inst., 
submitted the written statement of Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, and 
of the Superintending Architect, recommending that the pen
alties contained in the contracts of Mr. fr. W. Rollins for the 

granite work, the iron work and the slating of the Museum of 
Natural Histol'y building, for the non-completion of said con
tracts within the times stipulated, be waived. 

(Minutes, Sept. 18, 1875, p. 279.) 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report; 
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Byrne & Co., oats ...........•...... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .•... 

Crissey, Wm. V., & Co., chamois and 

paper .......................... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .•... 

Colwell, Jas. W., lumber ............ Maint., &c., 23d and 

24th Wards ...... 

Central Gas Light Co., gas .......... Maint., &c., H. R. 

Bridges ........ . 

Christ ern, F. W., sut'r to Building 

News, &c ........................ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......•... " 

Conklin, W. L., & Sons, uniforms .•.. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... . 

Dodworth's Band, music ............ Music Central Park .. 

Graham & Co., keep of horse. . .. . .. Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ..... . 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas.meter ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ...... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas ...•..... Maint., &c., H. R. 

Bridges ........ . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Jube, John P., & Co., carriage hard-

ware ........................... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Keuffel & Esser, engineers' supplies ... Surveying, laying 

out, &c., 23d and 

24th Wards, etc ... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........... . 

Music Central Park.. 

$99 72 

160 66 

$1 50 

70 24 

S 40 

$'7000 

11 00 

144 20 

64 00 

18 05 

1,665 00 

546 00 

30 00 

42 00 

260 as 

32 68 

so 14 
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Lanthier, L . .A., picture frames. " ... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... $17 00 

Moran & .Armstrong, labor and ma-

terials ....................... ".Museum of .Art .. .. 14,000 00 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, walk boxes 

and grates ...................... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... $06 77 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........... . 55 77 

---- 111 54 

McDermott, John, meat ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 233 80 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks aud P ..... 597.00 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas-meter .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 68 20 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 396 50 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas .... , .Ma:nt. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ...... 47 85 

Meller & Shedden, Scotch pipe ....... Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ......... . 199 20 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 3 85 

New York Gas Light Co., gas ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 628 00 

Parry, Thomas, labor and materials ... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........... . 1,732 50 

Rollins, True W., labor and materials City Parks Impr. 

Fund ........... . 6,800 00 

Rollins, True W., labor and materials. Museum N atl. Rist .. 18.055 00 

Ryder, Frank, screened gravel. ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 628 75 

Rader, G. W., & Co., vitrified pipe .... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........... . 198 00 

Robbins, George B., labor and ma-

terials .......................... Maint., etc., 23d and 

2'th Wards ...... 86 36 
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Raynolds, C. T., & Co., paints, &c .... Maint. and (}ovrnt. 

Parks and P ..... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fundi··· ... · .. · . 

Slattery, JaB., building-sand and stone. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........•.. 

Smith, S. A., swings ............ " ... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........... . 

Scofield, George, labor and materials .. Maint., etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ..... . 

Vanderbilt Bros., grass seed .......... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... :. 

Verplanck Bros., harness ·materials ... Maint. and Govmt. 

Valentine & Briggs, rent of office-

Parks and P ..... 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ...... 

August .......•.......... " _ •... Maint., etc., 21ld and 

24th Wards ....... . 

Watrous & Willson, lumber •••...... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Ziegler & Co., chairs ................ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

RECAPITULATION. 

$8 50 

'15 13 
----

$19 35 

4 50 
----

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . . .. . . $4,819 06 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards. . . .. . . .. . . ... . . .. 429 25 

Maintenance, &c., Harlem Rivel' Bridges. . . .... . . . . .. . . . 163 72 

Survpying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc .. " . 36 00 

Music-Central Park .... , ........... ' •........... , .. . . 553 40 

City Parks Improvement Fund .............. ,. . ..... ..•. 9,339 19 

Museum of Natural History ......................... , .. 18,055 00 

$83 63 

194 50 

153 00 

20 50 

42 00 

23 85 

30 00 

36 00 

9'1 20 
-----
$4'1,395 62 

. Museum of Art ........ , .. .. . .. . ... . . . ..•. .. . . . . . . ... 14,000 00 . 
---$47,395 62 

Amounting in the aggregate tothe sum of forty.seven thousand three hundred 

aud ninety-five dollars and sixty·two cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, September 25, 18'15. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

Auciitin[l Oommittee. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

to transmit said bills to the Pinance Department for payment. 

And that all penalties to which the following contractors, viz., 

Moran & Armstrong, Thos. Parry and T. W. Rollins, are sev
erally liable to date, under the terms of their several contracts 
on account of which payments are hereby authorized to be' 

made, for the non-completion of the works contracted for 

within the times stipulated, be and are hereby remitted, on 

the condition that said contractors release the Mayor, Alder

men and Commonalty and this Department from all responsi
bility on account of any claims said contractors may have by 
reason of their being delayed in the execution of said works. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative. 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in fa,YM 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner O'Donohue, Chairman of the Executiye 
Committee, verbally reported upon the force required for the 
care and maintenance of the roads, &c., in the 23<1 and 24th 

wards, and handed in a list of the laborers and double teams 

recommended by said Committee to be employed during the 
month of October. 

(Minutes, Sept. 17th, 1875, p. 274.) 

Commissioner Martin moved that said report be received, 
and the recommendation of said Committee adopted by the 

Board. 
The PRESIDENT moved, as a substitute therefor, that the 

Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards be authorized to 
retain during the month of October such 15 laborers and 8 
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double teams as his experience has proved to be the most 
efficient. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said substitute moved by the President, and it was 
determined in the negative, a majority of all the members of 
the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Noes-Commis8ioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree to said original motion moved by Oommissioner 
Martin, and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority 
of all the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as fol
lows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, 'Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Concord A venue. 

The PRESIDENT presented to the Board a certified copy of its 
resolution directing thu work on Ooncord Avenue in the 23d 
Ward, to be discontinued, with the endorsement of its service 
on the contractor, his sureties and assignees, and moved that 
same be filed. 

(Minutes, July 21st and Sept. 29th, 1875,pp. 138,295.) 

Adopted. 

Lake3, Ponds, &c., in Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the subject of the 
cleaning of the lakes and ponds in Oentral Park, presented a 
communication on the subject from the Superintendent of 
Parks whereby it appears that he can make use of the material 
taken from said lake and ponds for filling and for manure, and 
he verbally reported recommending said work to be executed. 

(Minutes, Sept. 23d, 1875, p. 284.) 
Commissioner MARTIN thereupon offered the following pre-

8Jl1ble and resolution: 
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Whereas, Materials are needed for filling along the Fifth 
Avenne and Eighth Avenue slopes and on Manhattan Square. 

And whereas, The accumulations in the waters of the Park, 
the Fifth Avenue pond, the skating pond, the Conservatory 
lake and the Harlem Meer have increased so that these ponds 
need cleaning, and the sewerage from the cottages and build
ings running into these waters have rendered them offensive 
and unhealthy. 

Resolved, That the materials needed for filling be taken from 
the lakes and ponds in the Central Park; that if it appears that 
any of it is suitable for manure it be laid aside for that pur
pose, and that the expenses of the portion taken for filling be 
charged to construction. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board 'would 
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined in 

the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board vot
ing in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Lieuteuant Corcoran. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, whom the President designated to 
conduct the trial of Lieutenant Corcoran on a charge preferred 

by :Mrs. Ann Durham, for iusulting her in the Central Park, 

verbally reported that the charge was not sustained, and rec
ommended that it be dismissed. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said report be received 
and the recommendation adopted. 

Adopted. 

Park-keeper N. O'Hearn. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, whom the President designated 
to conduct the trial of PtLrk-keeper Nicholas O'Hearn, on a 

charge of being absent without leave on the 9th inst., verbally 

reported that he found him guilty, and recommended that he 
be fined 15 days' pay, and that the President be requested to 

notify him that on his conviction, within three months from 
this date, of a similar or other charge, he will be dismissed 

. from the employment of the Department. 

(Minutes, July 21st, 1875, p. 152.) 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received and the 
recommendation adopted by the Board. 

Oommissioner MARTIN moved, as a suh!'titute therefor, that· 
Park-keeper Nicholas O'Hearn be dismissed from the employ
ment of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said substitute moved by Commissioner Martin, and 
it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the mem
mbers of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
Aye-Oommissioner Martin-I. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 
would agree to said original motion, and it was determined in 
the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
No-Oommissioner Martin-I. 

Wm. Carr, Painter in Charge. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE presented charges against Wm. 
Carr, Painter in charge, verified by the affidavits of certain 
painters, formerly employed in the Department, whereupon 

The PRESIDENT moved that the subject of said charges be 
referred to Commissioners O'Donohue and Williamson, to 

examine and report. 
A.dopted. 

Foremen and Laborers. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the residue of the 
laborers, required by the Superintendent of Parks, namely, 
one hundred, be employed, and that the following named six 
persons be appointed foremen, at $4.50 per day, viz., Lawrence 
Rock, Patrick Norton, George Byrne, John F. Oarroll, Thomas 

Nolap. and Luke Garvey. 
(Minutes, Sept. 27th, 1875, p. 291.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
No-Oommissioner Stebbins-I. 

Gardening Force. 

The PRESIDENT stated that to carry out the directions of the 
Boa,rd with regard to the organization of the gardening force 

he had directed that the following changes be made, to take 
effect on the 26th inst., viz. : 

John Arnold, Axeman, 

Robert Huhn, Gardener, 

John Johnson, Laborer, 

Philip Bender, 

to be Diyision Gardener. 

John Jaudas, 

Conrad Doorner, do. 

George Brownlow, do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Gardener. 

do, 

Albert Schwenke, do. do. do. 

Charles Becker, do. do. do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

And he moved that the Board do now approve of his action. 
(Minutes, Sept6mber 6th, 1875, p. 261.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Engineering Force. 

Oommissioner MARTIN moved that the following named per
sons be employed in the office of the Superintending Engineer 
until the end of October, 1875, at the rates set opposite their 
names, viz. : 

O. M. Harris, Assistant Engineer. . . . . . . . . . .. $5 00 per day 
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Ed. A. Miller, rodman ........ '" .......... . $3 00 per day. 
Ed. Kennedy, chainman ........... , ....... . 3 00 " " 
D. Campbell, " ... , . . . . .. . ......... . 3 00 " " 
J. C. Trimble, " ..................... . 3 00 " " 
W m. A. Jeffries, axemall ................. . 2 50 " " 
Peter Kelly, ". . . . . . . . . .. " ... . 2 50 " " 

(Minutes, Sept. 1st, 1875, p. 247.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the' affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting ill favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-i. 

Foreman A. A. Ranney. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the employment of 
foreman A. A. Ranney and the four men engaged with him in 
laying the tar pavement on the Central Park walks, be con
tinued until the end of October, 1875. 

(Minutes, Sept. 17th, 1875, p. 274.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-i. 

House on the Great Hill, Central Park. 

Commissioner :WILLIAMSON moved that the Superintending 
Gardener be allowed to occupy the house on the Great Hill, in 
Central Park, until further orders. 

Adopted. 

\ 
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Deficiencies of 1873. 

The President stated that the efforts of the Department last 
February to obtain from the Legislature a provision for the 
deficiencies in the appropriations of 1873 did not meet with 
success, and that a number of bills of that year, with a few 
others of previous years, were still unpaid. 

(Minutes, Feb. 23d, 187;>, p. 537.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the President be re

quested to make application to the Board of Estimate and Ap
portionment to transfer a sufficient amount to meet said bills 
from any unexpended balance of appropriations which may be 

in excess of the amount required. 
Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the Board adjourned at 

12.30 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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'VEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6th, lS7ii. 

REGULAR MEETING-10 o'clock A. M. 

~ Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" WILLIAMSON. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned to meet 
on Friday, the 8th inst., at 9.30 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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FRIDAY, OC'rOBER 8th, 1873. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9.30 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 29th Septem
ber and the 6th October, 1875, were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read. 

Morris Street, 24th Ward. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding the fol
lowing resolution, approved by his HonOl', the Mayor, on the 
4th inst: 

Resolved, That the attention of the Park Department be 
called to the exceeding, broken and dangerous condition of that 

. portion of Morris Street (in the 24th Ward) commencing at 
the intersection of Waverly Street and running along said Mor
ris Street west, and where said Morris Street crosses Prospect 
Avenue, and that said Department be respectfully requested to 
take immediate steps for the repaiI: of said street. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards 
to report. 

Construction fund. 

From the Comptroller, requesting that he be furnished with a 
statement of the amount which will be required for the compIe-
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tion and repair of architectural shuctures in the Central Park, 

in order that the same may be specifically applied to such pur
pose, and that in the requisitions which may be herea£t81: made 

against the fund provided by Chap. 608, Laws of 1875, the items 
which are to be chargfld for the completion of architectural 

structures be separated from those to be charged for the con

strnction and improvement of ·parks, squares and public places. 

Referred to the President. 

Morris Av., 23d Ward. 

From Mr. Will. L. Tidball, forwarding a petition from a 

number of property owners, requesting that the adopted map 

for extending Morris Avenue, in the Twenty-third Ward, to 
meet Lincoln Avenne, be changed so as to widen said Morris 
Avenue from 80 to 100 feet between 138th and 141st Streets. 

Also from the Civil and Topographical Engineer reporting 

thereon. 
(Minutes, March 17th and April 23d, 1875, pp. 577 and 672.) 

Laid on the table. 

Donkeys, Ponie~, (~C,' Oil Central l'aI'k, 

From the Landscape Architect, reporting on the application 
of John Lucas for an extended route on the Central Park for 
the hire of donkeys, and of J. J. Snow, for an extension of his 

license to let ponies for hire on Central Park; and also upon 

the general subject of licenses of like character on Oentral 

Park. 
He recommends that .J aIm Lucas be permitted to establish 

a route for the hire of donkeys, as a trial, between the Arsenal 
and the Mall; and that the license of J. J. Snow be extended 
to January 1st, 1876. 

(Minutes, Aug. 11th and 18th, 1875, pp. 191 and 210.) 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said commnnication be 

received; that said John Lucas be permitted to establish a 
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route as recommended, and upon the same conditions and 
terms as the license he now has, between the Arsenal and the 

Mall, until January 1st, 1876; also, that the license of J. J. 
Snow, to let ponies for hire on Central Park, be extended until 

January 1st, 1876; and that the residue of the communicatiop. 
be referred to the Executive Committee. 

Adopted. 

From the Secretary of the Boa~d of Estimate and Appor
tionment, notifying this Department of the following action of 
said Board: 

Sea Wall at the Battery. 

The transfer of $1,508.33 from the appropriation" Repair 
of Sea Wall at Battery, 1874," to the like approlwiation for 
1875. 

(Minutes, Sept. 6th, 1875, p. 251.) 
Filed. 

Museum of Nat!. Hist. and Art. 

The authorization of the issue of $50,000 of the stock for 
the Museum of Natural History and of Art as directed by 
Chap. 290, Laws of 1871. 

(Minutes, Sept. 8th, 1875, p. 265.) 

Referred to the President. 
Eleventh A venne. 

The authorization of the issue of $500,000 of stock for the 
payment of assessments incurred by reason of the opening of 
Eleventh Avenue. 

(,Minutes, Sept. 6th, 1875, p, 250.) 
Filed. 

Deficiencies ISiS, &c. 

Returning the application of this Department for an appro
priation to meet the deficiencies of 1873 and previous years, 
with the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Board be directed to 
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retttl'l1 said cOl11munication to the Department of Public Parks, 
with the request tha,t they obtain an explanation from Mr. 
Wales, their former President, who is alleged to be responsible 
therefor. 

(Minutes, Sept. 29th, 1875, p. 308.) 

Referred to the Presi(lent. 

Third Ave. PRsing. 

From the Engineer of the Bureau of Construction, stating 

that it would be nece"sary to. have two inspectors on each 

section of the Third Avenue when the pavement is being laid, 

if so many can be legally appointed. 

C\Iinntes, .July 27th, 1875, p. 15G.) 

Commisf:lioner l\fAltTI:s' moved that two Inspectors be ap
pointed on each section of said work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined by the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Riverside Park. 

From the Superintending Engineer, stating that it would be 

necessary to remove the sheds and out buildings of the Clare

mont Hotel, and to use the grounds occupied by the tenant 
Mr, Hale) of the first house south of said hotel, -in carrying 

forward the work now being prosecuting of Riverside Park. 

(Minutes, Sept. 23d, 1875, p. 286.) 

Referred to Commissioner MARTIN, 

Third AYe. Bridge. 

From the Superintending Engineer, stating that all the lan
terns on the Third Avenue Bridge require to be repaired, and 
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recommending that they be removed and the ordinary Bartlet 
street lamp substituted in their place. 

(Minutes, Jan'y 9th, 1875, p. 439.) 
The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received, 

a~d that all the lanterns of the old plate-glass pattern be re
moved and replaced by the Bartlet street lamps as recom
mended. 

The PRESIDENT put. the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a. majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

AyeB-Commissioners Stebbim;, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

CJudelabra'. 

From the Superintending Engineer, recommending that a 
second tube placed inside the gas-pipe at the Candelabra be 
removed, as it had gatr..ered rust and prevented the free flow of 
gas. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received, 
and said pipe be removed as recommended. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Elton ave., 23d Ward. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, re
porting that the contractors for regulating, &c., Elton Avenue, 
in the 23d Ward, promised to grade a proper approach at 
l61st street. 

(Minutes, Sept. 23d, 1875, p. 284.) 
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Wm. D. Beall. 

From Mr. William D. Beall, clerk, applying for an Increase 

of pay. 

Laid over until next meeting. 

S. R. Smith. 

From Mr. S. R. Smith, late inspector on the work of repair

ing the sea-wall at the battery. applying for the payment of 

$37.50, for services as such inspector at the rate of $2.50 per 
day; this amount being in addition to that already paid 1Jim 
on the regular pay-rolls. 

Referred to the President to repOl't. 

E. B. Jenning". 

From Mr. Ed win B. Jennings, applying for a position as en
gineer in the office of the Engineer and Surveyor of Street 
Openiugs, &c. 

Laid on the table. 

E. M. Paton. 

From Mr. E. M. Paton, applying for a position on the 
police force. 

Laid on the table. 

:Flags of Irish Brigade. 

From Mr. W. O'Meagher, Corresponding Secretary of the 
Irish Brigade Officers' Association, offering to place the battle 

flags formerly presented to the Irish Brigade by the citizens 
of New York, in the Museum in Central Park. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that a suitable book with 
blank forms of donations to the Department be prepared, and 
that each person making a donation other than to the Men

agerie collection, be required to sign one of said forms filled 

up in accordance with the terms of his donation. That the 
President be requested to notify Mr. O'Meagher that said 
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flags will be received and placed in the Museum at Mount St. 

Vincent, and that a form of donation will be sent him to sign. 

Adopted. 

Eng. and Surveyor of Street Openings and Imps. 

Commissioner MARTIN, from the Executive Committee, ver

bally reported upon the duties, salary and mode of its pay

ment, of the Engineer and Surveyor of Street Openings and 

Improvements, and recommended that the Board should 1'8_ 

~onsider the preamble and resolution with reference to the 

employment of a City Surveyor, adopted on August 11th, 1875, 
and entered on page 196 of the minutes, and should adopt as 

a substitute therefor the following preambles and resolutions, 

VIZ. : 

Whereas, in the method heretofore pursued in this city iu 
proceedings for acquiring title·to the land needed for the pub
lic use and in prosecuting the improvements of streets, it has 
been the practice to appoint a city surveyor in each proceed
ing, and this has led to needless and excessive expense for each 
survey and opened the door to various abuses. 

Whereas, the whole of the city, north of J 55th Street has 
been thoroughly surveyed by this Department and the maps 
and records thereof are in the charge of this Department and 
can be supplied without further expense for the purposes of 
street openings and improvments. 

Whereas, great saving of expense and other advantages will 
result to the public and to the owners of property upon streets, 
the opening or constTUction of which is under the control of 
this Department, if the necessary I"urveys are supplied by this 
Department under the direction of its Surveyor and Engil!-eer, 
whose salaries and expenses may be apportioned upon the dif
ferent works upon which he shall be engaged. 

Whereas, the Board, on 6th Sept., appointed Mr. Edgar B. 
Van Winkle, one of the city surveyors, to be "Engineer and 
Surveyor of stree orenings [tl~(1 improvements." 

Resolved, that it shall be the duty of the Engineer and Sur
veyor of Street Openings and Improvements, to perform the ser
vices of engineering and surveying on all work of street opening 
and improvement which shall be under the jurisdiction of 
this Department; that he shall have access to all maps, plans 
and papers relating to such work ill the custody of other offi-
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eel'S of the Department and facilities for copying the same when 
he requires it; that he shall have the aid of an assistant for field
work and draughtsmen and other assistants when required, 
who shall be approved by the Board and employed by the En
gineer and Surveyor as may be required by illm in the per
formance of his duty, aud that his salary shall be $3,000 per 
annum from the date of his appointment. 

Re8olved, that it be refeTred to the President to ascertain, on 
consultation with the Comptroller, whether the salary of the 
Engineer and Surveyor and the pay of his aS8istants, employes, 
and t.he expenses of the office can be paid under existing laws. 

Re8olved, that .Mr. Edgar B. Van Winkle is hereby appoint
ed City Surveyor, upon the following works: 

PaviJ'g Third Avenue, from Westchester Avenue to the 
northern boundary of 23d Ward. 

Grading Third Avenue, from Harlem River to 147th Street. 
Flagging sidewalk W. side Marion Avenue, from Kingsbridge 

Road to Ridge Street. 
Flagging sidewalk W. side Berrian A venue, from Kingsbridge 

Road to Isaac Street. 

(Minutes Aug. 11th and Sept. 6th, 1876, pp. 196, 260.) 

The recommendation to reconsider the preamble and resolu

tion of August 11th, 1875, was, on motion of Commissioner 

WILliAMSON, unanimously adopted. 

Commissioner "'iVILLIAMSON moved that said report be re

ceived and the recommendations made therein be adopted by the 
Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof,. as follows: 

Aye.s-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com

mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 

to the Board for approval: 
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Conway, Thomas, keep of horse .. " ..... SurY'g, Laying out, 

etc., 23d and 24th 

Wards .......... . 

Cartwright, Wm., fish and vegetables .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Cook, Ebenezer, soap ... '" .......... Maint. aud Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Florence, Wm. H., services August and 

September ....... ," ............. Maint., etc., Harlem 

. River Bridge ... 

Gold and Stock Telegraph Co., reut of 

line .............................. City Pal'ks Imp't 

Fund.......... $31 25 

Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P.. . .• 81 25 

Gordon, Robt., Treas., expenses Museum 

of Art ....••.••••................ ,Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Grafulla, C. S., music ................ Music,Central Park. 

Johnston, Jo., ensign and pendants .... Maillt. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Morris, Lewis G., ram ................ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Noe, James H., & Sons, shoe brushes .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Simpson, A., bread, February ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Stackpole & Bros., engineer's supplies. City Parks Imp't 

Fund ......... . 

Slattery, James, mould .•.......... , . City Parks Imp't 

Fund ......... . 

Titus, Sarah, services, August and Sept .. Maint.,etc., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

United Farmers' Milk Co., milk ........ Maint. and Govt. 

Parks andP •••• 

Verplanck Bros., axle grease, harness, 

II!c .................. , ...........••. Maint. and Govt. 

Parks and P. . .. $35 45 

City Parks Imp't 

Fund......... 61 '15 

$31 Of) 

309 '11 

3 ISO 

208 32 

62 5<J 

928 9'1 

535 00 

2'1 60 

100 00 

9 00 

54'29 

5 50 

724 93 

25 00 

16 20 

9'1 20 
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Vanderbilt Bros., !eed I,nd mowers parts. Maint. and Govt. 

Parks and P ... 

Van Riper, Chas., spikes, rope, &c ...... Maint., 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Welch, J., sprinkling Fifth avenue ...... ,Maint. and Govt. 

Parks and P .. 

Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, bolts and 

scythes .... , .......... " ........... Maint. and Govt. 

Parks and P.. $23 20 

City Parks Impt, 

Fund... ...... 3 '10 

RECAPITULATION, 
Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . . "1,993 9'1 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem River Bridges ..... , .. " . . 208 32 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards..... .... . ... . 100 98 

Music-Central Park ................ , . . . . . . . . . . . . 535 00 

City Parks Improvement Fund ..... '" ...... ,. , .. " 82'1 13 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc. . 31 00 

[Friday, 

$2'1 80 

'115 98 

42'1 00 

26 90 

$3,696 40 

$3.696 40 

Amounting in the aggregate to the snm of thirty-six hundred and ninety-

llix dollars and forty cents. 
DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, } Auditing 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOIIUE, Gommitlet. 

New York, October 5th, 18'15. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes.-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4:. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 
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})epartmentof Public Parks, in account with 

David B. }Villiamson, Treawrer. 

18'71). CR 

. Aug. 18. By balance ................... .. $1,999 90 

Aug. 18 
to 

Oct. 6. 

cash received from rents, licenses, grass, 
etc ... " ............... , ....... , . 3,271 56 

--- $5,271 46 

1875. DR. 

Aug.18 1 
to ( To cash paid into the City Treasury ...... , $3,199 4'1 

Oct. 6. , 

Oct. 6. " balance ....... . 

Wednesday, October 6th, 1875, 

9.30 A. 111. 

(Signed) 

2,071 99 

--- $5,271 46 

DAVID B. WILLIAMS9N, 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

Third Ave. Improvement., 2Bd IVard. 

Oommmissioner WILLIAMSON, Ohairman of the Auditing 
Committee, reported verbally upon the final estimate of the 
contractor, Mr. James Hall, for the improvement of Third 
Avenue, in the Twenty-third Ward, recommending that 
said estimate be audited, and sent to the Finanoe Department 
for payment, on said. contractor releasing the city and this 
Department from all claims arising from or on account of 
the performance of his contract, although the work has 
not been complet~d within the time stipulated, and although 
the amonnt exceeds the amount of the bonds authorized 
by Chapter 329, Laws of 1874, to be issued for such pur
pose, this Department not having the power to restrict the 
amount of work contracted for by the Commissioners who 
executed the contract, and under whose authority the work was 
commenced. 

Also recommending that as the final certificate had been 

signed by the Engineer appointed by the Board in ch!1rge of 
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said improvement, on September 15th, 1875, his pay as such 
engineer shall cease on that date. 

(Minutes, September 23d, 1875, p. 286.) 
The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received and 

adopted by the Board. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Grading Third Avenue-147th Street to Harlem River. 

The PRESIDENT presented the specifications for grading and 
regulating Third Avenue, from 147th Street to Harlem River, 
prepared by the Engineer of Construction. 

(Minutes, September 6th, 1875, p. 259.) 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said specifications be ap

proved, and that the Secretary be directed to prepare and in
sert the necessary advertisements for proposals for said work. 

The PRESIDEN'I' put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Shed for Carpenters at Central Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Engineer of Construction re
ported that it was necessary to have a shed near the Central 
Bridge for the carpenters, and that the keeper of the bridge, 

W. H. Florence, had one which was suitable, and which he had 
used temporarily for this purpose. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the president be au
thorized to make an arrangement with said W. H. Florence 
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for the use of his shed during the time req aired by said car6 

penters, at a sum not exceeding $20 a month. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Maintenance Fund. 

The PRESIDENT presented the following statement showing 
the condition of the Maintenance Fund, which was ordered to 
be printed in the minutes: 
Statement-Maintenance and Government Parks and Places, 

October 4, 1875. 
Estimated and actual expenditure to date .........•.• $361,501 12 

Deduct expenditures for museums to date.. . . . . . . •. • . 13,261 09 

Average for the nine months ending September 30th, 

1875.. • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . $38,693 34 

Balance remaining for three months, from September 

30th to December 31st, 1875 .................... , 88,498 88 

Deduct balance set apart for museums...... ..... .... 16,738 91 

$348,240 03 

---- $71,759 97 

Average for remaining three months. ... .. .• ........ $23,919 99 

Present Rate of Ourrent Expendit'ure per Month, as Founded on 

that of September, 1875. 
Laborers' pay roll-average per fortnight $7,100 ..... 

Park-keepers' pay roll. .•.......................••. 

Gate-keepers' ........................... . 

Officers' and clerks' pay roll ....................... . 

Materials ...•.. ; .......•....................•.... 

$14,899 00 

5,400 00 

2,400 00 

'" 2,609 00 

2,200 00 
$27,508 00 

* This sum is estimated in accordance with the resolution of the Board, passed 

September 23, 1875, pp. 288. 

(Minutes, August 18th, 1875, p. 213.) 
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Park-keeper Edward Burns. 

The PRESIDENT reported that a complaint had been made by 

a citizen against Park-keeper Edward Burns, for his having 

used very insulting language to him. That the Park-keeper had 

admitted the truth of the complaint. 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said officer Edward Burns 

be fined fifteen days' pay, and be reprimaded by the President; 

which reprimand shall be read publicly in presence of the 

whole force. 

Adopted. 

Officer Philip Corcoran. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Park-keeper Philip Corcoran was 

absent, with leave, on September 14th, on the occasion of 

the annual celebration of the Veterans of the Mexican War, 
but that he was not allowed pay for that day; and he moved 
that he be allowed pay for that clay on the next pay-roll. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members ofthe Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, 'Williamson, O'Don
·ohue-4. 

Laborers. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following preamble and 
reasolution : 

Whereas, More workmen are called for by the Superintend
ent on the Parks outside of the Central Park, and it is just and 
right that work should be done on all the City Parks in equal 
measure without discrimination, and the season for out-door 
work is nearly over: 

Resolved, That one hundred more men be employed on the 
construction work of the Department on the Parks in the city 
other than the Oentral Park. 

(Minutes, September 29th, 1875, p. 305.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
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in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
No-CommisHioner Stebbins-I. 

Horses and Carts. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that eight additional horses 
and carts be employed, as they are required by the Superin
tendent. 

(Minutes, Sept. 23d, 1875, p. 284.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as foHows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Watering Fifth Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. James Welsh, who now 
waters Fifth Avenue, from 59th Street to 97th Street, be notified 
to discontinue the watering of said avenue. 

(Minutes, May 21st, 1875, p. 37.) 
Adopted. 

Sewer in 144th Street. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the President be request
ed to renew the application to the Mayor and Common Council 
for an ordinance to enable this Department to construct a 
sewer in 144th street, from Third Avenue to Millbrook, and in 
Third and Willis Avenues, from 143d Street to 145th Street. 

(Minutes, Sept. 25th, 1874, p. 270.) 

Adopted. 

Requisition City Parks Improvement Fund. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Comptroller of the City of New York be, 
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and he is hereby, required forthwith to create and issue, in 
such manner and under such regulations as he shall determine, 
a public fund or stock, to be aenominated "City Parks Im
provement Fund," to the amount of one hundred thousand 
dollars ($100,000), as authorized by Chapter 608, Laws of 1875, 
for the improvement and regulation of the several parks, 
squares and places now under the control and management of 
the Department of Public Parks. 

(Minutes, June 29th, 1875, p. 118.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Su"pension Bridge, &c. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON mov8d that the President be re

quested to confer with the Oomptroller with respect to the issue 

of the bonds for the purpose of providing for the expense of 
constructing a bridge over the Harlem River, the requisition 

for which was made on February 20th, 1875. 
(Minutes, Feb. 20th, 1875, p. 530.) 

Adopted. 

Coal. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the Secretary be di

rected to prepare and insert the necessary advertisements for 

the delivery of 200 tons of coal, req!}ired by the Super

intendent. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

.thereof, as follows: 
_Aye8-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

,ohue-4. 
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Thomas Beatty. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that Park-keeper Thomas 
Beatty be promoted to the mnk and pay of sergeant, and that 
he be detailed to the same duty which he now performs, 
namely, the supervision of the lower city parks. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
.ohue.-4. 

Parker McCuen. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that, inasmuch as Parker 
McCuen has been suspended without pay since August 12th 
last, and that being a sufficient punishment for the offense of 
whicli he was found guilty, he be restored to his position as 
tailor on the police force. 

(Minutes, September 23d, 1875, p. 284.) 
Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board ad
journed at 11.30 o'clock A. M., to meet on Tuesday, the 12th 
inst., at 4 o'clock P.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER l~tb, 1873. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTiN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 8th inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Riverside Park. 

From his Honor the Mayor, requesting to be informed whe
ther any, and if so, what, work is being prosecuted on River
side Park. 

(Minutes, Oct. 8th, 1875, p. 314.) 
Referred to the President to reply. 

Third Avenue Bridge. 

From Mr. G. C. Goeller, calling attention to the slow man
ner in which the draw of the 'I'hird Avenue Bridge is opened 
and closed, and suggesting that a steam engine be erected at 
the bridge for the purpose of opening and dosing the draw. 

Referred to the President to reply. , 

Incr~ase of Pay. 

From the following employes, namely; F. A. Calkins, Assist • 

• 
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ant Engineer; Halsted Hermans, Rodman; Arthur Krause, 
Draughtsman, and A. M. Whittemore, Messenger, asking that 
their pay be increased. 

Commissioner MARTIN moyed that said communications, and 

that of Wm. D. Beall, clerk, presented at the last meeting, be 
laid oyer until the next meeting of the Board. 

Adopted. 

Superintending Engineer's Office. 

From the Superintending Engineer, stating that he requires 
more assistance in the Engineer Corps. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication be 
received, and that Alexander M. Bailey be appointed as Sec
ond Assistant Engineer in the office of the Superintending En
gineer, and that his pay be fixed at $5 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board yoting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Central Bridge. 

From the Engineer of Construction recommending that the 
draw of Central Bridge be closed for the purpose of· repairs, 
from the 20th instant. 

Laid on the table. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approyal. 

'. 
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Robert Gordon, Actg. Treas. Mus. of 

Art., Taxes ...................... Maint. & Govt. P. 

&. P ........... . $3,696 1')5 

$3,696 55 

Amounting to the sum of thirty-six hundred and ninety-six dollars and' fifty-

five cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, October 12th, 1875. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, t Auditing 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOIIUE, f Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned bill, and that the Secretary be directed to 
transmit it to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

The PRESIDENT verbally reported upon the following matters 
referred to him: 

Construction Fund. 

That he had seen the Comptroller of the city with respect to 
his request to be furnished with a statement of the amount 
required for the completion and repair of architectural structures 
in the Central Park, and that the items to be charged thereto 
may be sepa.rated from those to be charged to the construction 
and improvement of parks, &c., and that the Comptroller in
formed him that he had submitted the question of the applica
tion of the funds provided by Chap. 608, Laws of 1875, to the 
Corporation Counsel, and that he would inform this Depart
ment of his decision. 

(Minutes, October 8th, 1875, p. 311). 

Engineer and Surveyor of Street Openings'and Improvements. 

That he had consulted with the Comptroller of the city with 
regard to the payment of the salary of the Engineer and Surveyor 
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of street openings and improvements, his assistants, employes, 
and the expenses of his office, and that the Comptroller stated 
that such salaries and expenses could be paid under existing laws, 
and that he would pay them, provided he was informed on what 
works the Engineer and his assistants were employed, so as to 
enable him to chargb the amount to each separate work. 

(Minutes, October 8th, 1875, p. 317.) 

Suspeusiou Bridge. 

That he had c011ferre<1 with the Comptroller of the city with 
respect to the issue of bonds for the purpose of providing for 
the expense of constructing a bridge over the Harlem River, and 
that the CompLroller stated it would be necessary for this De
partment to designate what bridge the bonds were required for, 
before they could be issued. 

(Minutes, October 8th, 1875, p. 326.) 

Deficiencies of 1873, &c. 

That he had obtained an explanation concerning the de
ficiencies ill the appropriations for 1873, and previous years 
from Hon. S. H. Wales, the former President of this Depart
ment, and had transmitted it, together with the application of 
this Department, to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment. 

(Minutes, October 8th, 1875, p. 313.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said several reports 
be received. 

Adopted. 

Park. keeper Edward Burns. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the citizen who complained of the 

conduct of Park-keeper Edward Burns informed him that said 

officer had made a &ufficient apology to him, and that he had 

requested the Board to remit the fine imposed on said officer. 

Commissioner MARTIN thereupon offered the following pre

amble and resolution: 

Whereas, the eitizen who compln·ined of the conduct of officer 
Edward Burns, has stated that said officer has apologized to 
him for his misconduct, and has requested the remission of the 
fine directed to be imposed on said officer; therefore, 

Resolved, that said fine of fifteen days' pay be, and hereby 
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is, remitted, and that this preamble and resolution be read in 
presence of the whole force. 

(Minutes, October 8th, 1875, p. 324.) 
Adopted. 

Gas. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Secretary be directed to pre
pare and insert advertisements for proposals to light the public 
parks, squares, places and bridges under the. control of this 
Department with gas, from January 1st, 1876, to April 30th, 
1876, both days inclusive. 

Adopted. 

Reports of Landscape Architect, &c. 

Oommissioner MARTIN moved that the President be requested 
to make requisition upon the Department of P,:!blic Works to 
print the following number of additional copies of reports, 
which are included in the· general I'eport, ending December, 
1873, viz., 250 copies of the report of the Landscape Architect, 
500 copies of the report of the Director of the Meteorological 
Observatory, and 500 copies of the report of the Director of 
the Menagerie, 

Adopted. 

Repairs to Roads in 24th Ward. 

The PRESIDENT presented a bill for $780.37, sent to this De-
• 

partment by residents near Riverdale, in the 24th Ward, as 
the cost of repairs made by them to certain roads in that 
district. 

(Minutes, Aug. 18th, 1875, p. 210). 
Laid on the table. 

A. L. Risse. 

Oommissioner MARTIN moved that Mr. A. L. Risse be ap
pointed as draughtsman in the office of the Engineer and Sur
veyor of street openings and improvements. 

(Minutes, Sept. 17th, 1875, p. 275.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that it be referred to Oom
missioner Martin to report at the next meeting a suitable 
compensation to be allowed Mr. A. L. Risse as draughtsman. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Oommissioner WILLIAMSON, the Board adjoul'lled 
at 5:15 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Sec'y, D. P. P 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER ~Oth, 181:'. 

REGULAR MEETING-IO O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

" 0' DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, of the 12th inst., were 

read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Gravel. 

From the Comptroller of the city, returning the proposal of 
Mr. J. A. Bouker for the further consideration of -the Board, 
and stating that the proposal of Mr. Jesse Ryder to supply 
5,000 cubic yards of screened gravel is regular, and that it ap
pears to him_that the interests of the city would be greatly sub
served in awarding the contract to 1\Ir. Ryder. 

Also from the Oounsel to the Corporation, in which he stat"s 
that" the Commissioners of the Department of Parks had no 
option in the matter, but were bound to reject Mr. Ryder's 
proposal. " 

(Minutes, September 18th, 1875, p. 280.) 
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The PRESIDENT stated that he had, on the receipt of the 
communication from the Comptroller, request.ed the opinion of 
the Counsel to the Corporation on the subject. That he had 
returned the proposal of Mr. J. A. Bouker to the Comptroller, 

with a copy of the opinion of the Counsel to the Corporation. 
And he moved that said communications be filed. 

Adopted. 

Riverside Park. 

From the Comptroller of the city, asking to be furnished 
with copies of the proceeding!3 of this Department, limiting the 
a.mount of work to be done on Riverside Park. 

(Minutes, October 12, 1875, p. 329.) 
Referred to the President to reply. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Thos. Bland, Assistant Secretary of the Metro
politan Museum of Art, requesting to be informed of the 
amount which the Department will appropriate this year for 

the keeping, preservation and exhibition of the collections of 
said museum, and giving an estimate of the amount which will 
be required from this date until J annary 1st, 1876, amounting 

to $6,565.33. 
(Minutes, February 26th, 1875, p. 540.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the amount of 
$6,600 be set apart for the above mentioned purpose this year, 
in addition to the amount already expended. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins,Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 
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Central Bridge. 

From the Engineer of Construction, stating that the closing 
of the draw of Central Bridge at the present time will not 
ca:use much inconvenience, on account of the stopping for the 
season of the regular steamboats on the Harlem River, and 
that it is very important that the work of rebuilding the draw 
should be pressed forward at once. 

(Minutes, October 12th, 1875, p. 330.) 
The PRESIDENT stated that he had directed the draw to be 

closed on and after the 25th inst., and that the work be pro
gressed with as fast as possible, and moved that his action be 
approved. 

Adopted. 

Superintendent's Report. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting the progress of 
the works under his charge dming the two weeks ending 
Saturday, October 9th, 1875. 

(Minutes, September 29th, 1875, p. 296.) 
Filed. 

Double Teams and Carts. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that he required 
four double teams and four horses and carts in addition to those 
already employed. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said number of double teams and 
horses and carts, required by the Superintendent of Parks, be 
employed. 

(Minutes, October 8th, 1875, p. 325.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 
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Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Eighth .Avenue. 

From the Superintending Engineer, stating that the curb on 

the east side of Eighth Avenue, between Fifty-ninth and Sixty

sixth Streets, and on other portions of said avenue where the 

established grade of the avenue is level, is not now laid so as 

to make a good horizontal line with the park wall, and recom

mending that the curb be re-set to a proper line and grade at 

these points; and also that the Commissioner of the Depart

ment of Pu blic Works be requested to approve such change as 

may be required for the purpose. 

(Minutes, July 29th, 1875, p. 167.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received, 

and that the recommendations therein be adopted by the 

Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Morris Street, Twenty-fourth Ward. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty

fourth Wards, reporting that he would have Morris Street in the 

Twenty-fourth Ward (referred to in the resolution of the Com

mon Council), repaired as soon as pnssible . 

. (Minutes, Oct. 8th, 1875, p. 311.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had replied to the resolution 
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of the Common Council by sending a copy of said communi
cation of the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards to his Han. the Mayor, and moved that his ac
tion be approved. 

Adopted. 

Bartlett McCarty. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer and the Land
scape' Architect, recommending Mr. Bartlett McCarty for em
ployment. 

Laid on the table. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, prRsenting the plans and 
specifications for the establishing and equipping of the Museum 
of Natural History, and stating that the estimated amount 
of all the work is $189,500. 

(Minutes, June 16, 1875, p. 94.) 

Commissioner MAHTIN moved that said plans and specifi-. 
cations be approved, and that the Secretary be directed to 
prepare and insert the necessary advertisements for proposals 
for the several works. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members or tl;le Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Elevated Railway, City Hall Park. 

From Mr. R. Stone, requesting permission to erect an 
elevated railway for the purpose of exhibition in front of the 
City Hall, in City Hall Park. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that, inasmuch as it is inexpedient 
to place any of the public parks at the disposal of private 
parties for such exhibitions, the application of Mr. Stone be 
declined. 

Adopted. 

Increase of Pay. 

From the following employes, namely, John Watkins, janitor, 
and F. W. Brown, messenger, asking for an increase of pay. 

(Minutes, October 12th, 1875, p. 329.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communications, 

and all others on the same subject, be laid over until the next 
meeting of the Board. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report : 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they ha.ve 
examined .and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: • 

Ames Plow Co., wheelba~rowsand plows. City Parks Impt. F. $166 25 

Maint. &; Gvt. P. & P. 14 29 

---- $18064 

Briek, Riley A., &; Co., pipe ......... City Parks Impt. F. 88 80 

Drake, H. K., shovels ............. , . City Parks Impt. F. 182 00 

Greene, Geo. S., petty expenses ..... Surveyg, Layg., etc. 

23d &; 24th Wards ISO 00 

Hancock, Kate, services ............. Maint. & Gvt. P. &; P. 

:alliden, Hopkins & Stoke~, nail~ ..... Maint. &; Gvt. P. & P. 

City Par.k:i Imp. F •• 

$12 75 

18 gO 

2400 
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Hazard Powder Co., fuse and powder. City Parks Impt..l". . 
Art M:useum. " .... 

$3411 U 

6 38 

-- $3111 M 
Harlem Gas Light Co., gas-meter. " .M:aint. & Gvt. P. & P 4/1 '10 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses .......•.. M:aint. & Gvt. P. d< P. 

City Parks 1mpt. F. 

Maint. 23d & 24t 

Wards ....•••... 

M:usic, Central Park 

Judd Linseed & Sp. Oil Co., 8p. oil .. M:aint. & Gvt. P. & P. 

Maint. H. R. Bridges 

City Parks 1mpt. F .. 

Mapes, Daniel, Jf., hay feed and coal. Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ......... .. 
Merchant, S. L., & Co., Portland cement. City Parks 1mpt. F. 

M:anhattan Gas Light Co., gas-meter .. Maint. & Gvt. P. & P. 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas-meter.Maint. & Gvt. P. & P. 

Simpson, A., bread ........ , ... " ... Maint. & Gvt. P. & P. 

Sheridan, M., building-stone ......... City Parks 101pt. F. 

Quackenbush, Townsend & Co., hard-

ware ............................ Maint. & Gvt. P. & P. 

City Parks 1mpt. F. 

Valentine and Briggs, rent office, Sept.Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards .......... . 

Wetmore & Co., iron ......•••...... Maint. &- Gvt. P. &- P. 

Maint. H. R. Bridges 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places ........ . 

Maintenance, 23d and 24th 'Wards ................... . 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem River Bridges ............. . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ..... " ' .............. . 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc .... . 

$50 3'7 

2384 

115 80 

1 00 

$54 5'1 

2'7 '1l) 

15 5l) 

$1 20 

14 16 

9 50 

14 88 

$3'111 86 

85 94 

42 63 

1,133 62 

50 00 

'I 01 

.0 14 

1'115 00 

83 60 

II 1S8 

'14 30 

114 00 

HI M 

110 00 

24 38 

$1,6915 4-3 
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Art Museum ....................................... . 

Music-Central Park ............... ' ............... . 

~6 38 

1 00 
$1,695 43 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of Sixteen hundred and ninety-five 

dollars and forty-three cents. 

(Signed,) DAYlD 13. WILLTA31S0N, 

.r OSEPH .J. O'DO';OHL'E, 

Auditin[1 CommittlM. 
New York, October 12, 1875. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now aptll'ove the 

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the qu::stion whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the' Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, lVIartin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Museum of Art. 

The PRESIDENT, as requested at the meeting of the 17th 

September, 1875, submitted the written statement of lVIr. Calvert 
Vaux, Architect, and of the Superintending Architect, recom

mending that the penalties contained in the contract of 1\11'. 

John Hogan, for the granite work of the .Museum of Art, for the 

non-completion of said contract within the time stipulated, be 

waived. 
(Minutes, September 29th, 1875, p. 298.) 

Commissioner MAR1'IN moved that said ,J olm Hogt1n be paid 

the amount due to him, in purs"Lutllcc of Lis contract, and that all 

penalties to which he is liable to date for th) non-completion of 

said contract within the time r:;tipulated be, and hereby are, re

mitted, upon the condition that sRid John Hogan releases the 

Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city and this Depart

ment from all claim and dem<:tnd beyond the price stipulated to 

be paid to said contractor by said contract, on account of any 
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extra or other work which he has been obliged to perform, or 

on account of any damages or losses to which he may have 
been put in executing his said contract. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be printed in the minutes. 

Department of Public Parks, in account .vith 

David B. Williamson, Treasure?'. 

IM~ CL 

Oct. 6. By balance ............................... " $2,071 99 

Oct. 6 
to 

Oct. 20. 

1875. 

} " rents and licence .............. . 

DR. 

860 01 

--- $2,932 00 

to To cash paid into City Treasury ... " ........ $1,214 02 
Oct. 6 } 

Oct. 20. 

Oct. 20. "balance ....................... . 

(Signed) 

Wednesday, October 20th, 1875. 

9.30 A. M. 

1,717 98 

-- $2,93200 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

Central Bridge. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the Superintendent 
of Parks be directed to detail twenty-five laborers, as required 
by the Engineer of Construction, for the purpose of rebuilding 
the draw of Central Bridge. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohus-4. 

C. Sanford, F. Branagan. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that nigbt-watchman Cor
nelius Sanford be transferred from the police force to that 

under the Superintendent of Parks; that he be placed as 
watchman on Central Bridge, and his pay fixed at $2.50 per 

day. 
And that Francis Branagan be appointed night-watchman, 

subject to the favorable report of the Police Surgeon on his 
physical qualifications, in place of said Sanford. 

(Minutes, June 9th, 1875, p. 80.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board adjourned 

at 11.30 o'clock A. M., to meet on Saturday, the 23d inst., at 3 
o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

SeC1"etary, D. P. P. 

'. 
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SA'JrURDAY, OC'I'OBER 23d, IS7~. 

ADJOUllNED :MEETING-3 O'OLOCK P. lI1. 

Present~Oollimissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" ~IARTIN. 

" VVILLIAlliSON. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 20th inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Third Avenue Paving. 

From Messrs. J. and L. F. Kuntz and a number of other 

owners of property on the line of Third Avenue, complaining 

that the Engineer of Oonstruction, for various reasons, has 
several times delayed the progress of the work of paving said 

avenue, between 163d Street and the northern boundary of the 
Twenty-third Ward, so that they are apprehensive the work 
will not be finished this year. 

Also from Mr. Henry D. Purroy, on the same subject. 

Also from :Mr. Charles Guidet, protesting, as an unsuccess-

ful bidder for the work, against the manner in which the 
contractor is executing his work, and stating that had he 
supposed permission would have been granted to him to' 

lay the pavement in the manner in which it is being done, . 
he could have underbid the contractor. 

(Minutes, September 6th, 1875, p. 259.) 
Filed. 
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Commissioner MARTI"", then moved that the contractor, Mr. 

J. B. Devlin, and a committee of the property owners, who 

were in attendance, amI also the Engineer of Construction and 

the Engineer f).nd Surveyor of Street Openings, &c., be received. 

Adopted. 

The following were then received: 311'. J. B. Deylin, con

tractor, Messrs. Joseph Kuntz amI .J oseph Picl;ard, property 

owners, the Engineer of Construction and the Engineer and Sur

veyor of street openings and improvements. 

The property owriers expressed themsel yes satisfied with the 

manner in which the work was being exec;utec1. 

The Engineer of COllstrucEon explained the particulars in 

which the contractor was not executing the work in accordance 

with the specifications, and that it was his endeavor to have the 

specifications complied with that had delayed the work. 

He also recommended that the contractor be allowed to use 

granite blocks of seven inches in width for the pavement,' they 

being equivalent to six inches in trap block. 

The Engineer and Surveyor of Street Openings, &c., made a 

similar statement. 

The contractor stated that after hearing the criticisms on 

bis work, he would comply more exactly with the specifica

tions. 

They then retired and 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the the following reso

lution: 

Resolved, That it be referred, with power, to the Engineer 
of Construction, to determine the depth of the gutter on 'rhird 
Avenue .:'rom Westchester Avenue to the northern boundary of 
the 23d Ward; and that he be permitted to allow the use of 
granite blocks for paving said avenue of a width not exceeding 
seven inches, and in He gutters not exceeding nine inches. 

Adopted. 
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Francis Branagan. 

From the Police Surgeon, reporting favorably upon the 

physical condition of Francis Branagan, night watchman. 

(Minutes, Odober 20th, 1875, p. 344.) 
Filed. 

Morris .A venue, 23d IVard. 

From Mr. J. L. Mott, assenting to the petition recently pre
,gented to the Board to widen the proposed extension of Morris 
Avenue, between 138th and 141st Streets. 

(Minutes, Oct. 8th, 1875, p. 312.) 

Referred to the President to report. 

Increase of Pay 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that ali applications for increase 

-of pay be Jaid over until the next meeting of the Board. 

(Minutes, October 20th, 1875, p. 340.) 

Adopted. 

Laborers. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that, inasmuch as the season 

is far advanced, and as it is advisable to have the work on 

Tompkins Square completed this year, and as it doubtful 

whether the present force is sufficient, fifty more laborers be 
employed on that square. 

(Minutes, October 8th, 1875, p. 324.) 

The PHESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

A. L. Risse, 

Oommissioner MARTIN, to whom it was referred, reported 
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-verbally, recommending that the pay of Mr. A. L. Bisse, 

draughtsman, be fixed at S5 for each day on which he is em

ployed by the Engineer and Surveyor of stroet openiugs and 

improvements. 

(Minutes, Oct. 12th, 1875, p. 333.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report lYl n"ceived. and that 

the recommendation therein be adopted D:" the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whed181" the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was c1etenninecl in the affinllative, 

a majority of all the members of the Boa:::c1 voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, ~Hartin, 'Williamson, O'Don

oh11e-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board adjourned at 5.45 

o'clock P. M., to meet on 'Wednesday, the 27thinst., at 10 o'clock 

A. M. 

1VM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAV, OCTOBER 97tb, 1875. 

9.30 o'clook-A"lL, 

Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening propusais- {crt' 

the construction of a sewer for Morningside Park. 
(Minutes, August 25th, 1875, p. 231.) 

Present;-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

THE COMPTROLLER OF 'l'HE CITY OF NEW YORlt 
The fo1lowing proposals were received and publicly opened: 

No .. NAME OF BIDDER. 

1 •.. Henry T. Guion ................. , .. . 
2 ... John H. McCabe ................... . 
8 ... Michael Smith ...................•• 
4.,. Patrick Mulholland ... · ............ . 
0 ••• J. D. & T, E. Crimmins ............ . 
6 ••• Robert Montgomery ............... . 
'7 ••. Frank A. O'Donnell •.•...... , .... .. 
8 .•. Henry Held, Jr .................... 1 
9 .•. Edwttrd 3radburn ..........•..•.... 

SEWER PER LINEAL FOOT. MAN·HOLE. 

$4 '75 
4 74 
3 '70 
3 59 
471 
3 95 
4, 15 
Ii 40 
4 25 

$3000 
30 00 
511 0) 
14 00 
40 00 
50 no 
50 no 
10 00 
18 00 

The Engineer's estimates of the ~ork bywhichthe'bids-are 
to be tested, are as follows, namely:. 

520 lineal feet of brick sewer. 
1 Man-hole .. 
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The Comptroller of the city having retired, the Board met in 
adjourned session at 10 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBIKS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

U WILLIAl\ISON. 

A telegram was receh'eel from Comlllissioner O'Donohue, 
stating that be was unable to be present at the meeting. 

The minutes 0f the previous meeting of the 23el in st. were 
read and approved. 

The followiug communications were presented and read: 

Reduction of Force in 23d nna 24th War as. 
From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, respect

ing the reduction necessary to be made in the force uneler his 
charge. 

(Minutes, Sept. 19th, 1875, p. 302.) 
Referred to Commissioner Martin to report. 

Enltineering Force. 

From the Superintending Engineer, stating that the services 
of the engineers, &c., in his office, who were appointed until 
the end of October, 1875, are necessary for a longer period. 

(Minutes, Sept. 2~lth, 1875, p. 306.) 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that the following nameel per

sons be employed in the office of the Superintending Engineer 
until the end of November, 1875, at the rates of pay set op
posite their names: 

C. M. Harris. Assistant Engineer................ $5 00 per day. 

E. A. Miller, Rodman............... ... ........ 3 00 

E. Kennedy, Chainman ......•......••.•... ' . • .. 3 00 

D. Campbell, .. .. .. • . .. .. .. . .. . . . .. . .. 3 00 

J. C. Trimble, 3 00 

W. A. Jeffries, Axemnn........................ 2 50 

Peter Kelly. " • • • ... ... .. ... .... ... .. 2 50 " 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Vault at Mount St. Vincent. 

From the Superintending Engineer, 8!ating that the vault at 
Mount St. Vincent, Central Park, is so damp, and also insecure 
from fire, that the maps and plans stored there are being de

stmyed by mould, and are in danger of totd destruction in 
case a fire should take place. 

Commissioner 'WILLIAMSON moved that the Superintending 
Engineer and the Superintending Architect be directed to re
port to the Board the best means to remedy the defects com
plained of. 

Adopted. 

Carriage Service. 

From Messrs. Platt & Clapp, the licensees of the carriage 
servi()e on Central Park, with respect to the payments of the 
fees due by them to the Department. 

(Minutes, April 30th, 187;), p. BG5.) 

The PRESIDE]);T moved that be be discharged from the con
sideration of the subject of tho renewal of the license to selid 
Messrs. Platt & Clapp, and that the whole subject be re
ferred to the Executive Oommittee to examine auu report. 

Adopted. 

Menagerie. 

From the Director of the Monagerie, mentioning some of the, 

improvements to the mem gerie which are most wanted. 
Referre(l to the Executive Committee to report. 
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Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com~ 
mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to. the Board for apprGval: 

Bogan, John, labor and material ..... Museum of Art ..... $12,000 00 

gogan, .Tohn, labor and materials ..... Museum of Art.. . . . 1,500 09 

gogan, John, labor and materials ..... City Parks Impt. 

Fund. . . . . . . . . . . 5,950 00 

Donvan, Jas. V., labor and materials. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........... . 2,969 05 

-- $22,419 05 

RECAPITULATION. 

MUSPllln of Art .....•................•............... $13,500 00 

City Parks Improvement Fnnd. ......................... 8,919 05 

---$22,419 05 

Amonnting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty.two thousand four hundred 

and nineteen dollars and five cents. 

(Signed) 

N'ew Yo!.'k, October 23, 1875. 

DAVID B. VYILLIAMSON, 

Auditing Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to. said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
1:\ majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-So 



October 27,1875.] 353 
~ . 
~, A.pplications for Increase or Pay 

, .. : The PRESIDENT moved that all applications for increase of 
pay be laid over until the next meeting. 

(Minutes, October 23d, 1875, p. 347.) 
adopted. 

Music. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the music on Central 
Park be discontinued for the season n.fter the 30th inst. 

(Minutes, June 16th, 1875, p. 95.) 
Adopted. 

. Reservoir Square. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Reservoir Square be closed each 
evening, after the 31st inst., at 7 o'clock P. M., and that the 
lighting of said square be discontinued after that date until 
further order. 

(Minutes, June 2d, 1875, p. 59.) 
Adopted. 

Sewer for Morningside Park. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.4) of Mr. Patrick Mulhol. 

land, for the construction of a sewer for Morningside Park, be 
aceepted as the lowest bid; that the contract be awarded to 
said Patrick Mulholland, and that the President be, and he 
hereb'y is, authorized to execute the same for and on behalf of 
this Department. 

(Minutes, Oct. 27th, 1875, p. 349.) 
The PllESIDF~NT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Ste bhins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Title to Streets, &c., in 23d Ward. 

Commissioner MARTIN, from the Executive Committee, verb-

r" 
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ally reported, recommending the adoption of the following res
olution, namely: 

Resolved, That the President be authorized and requested to 
instnlCt the Counsel to the Corporation to commence proceed
ings to acquire the title, for the public use, to the following 
streets and avenues in the 23d Ward, wherever said streets 
and avenues have not been heretofore legally opened, and to 
include them all in one proceeding, namely: 

1. 138th Street, from Harlem River to Long Island Sound. 

2. 149th Street, from Harlem River to the Soutllern Boulevard. 

3. Westchester Avenue, from Third A venne to the boundary line of the former 

town of Morrisania. 

4. Oliff Street, from Third Avenue to Union Avenue. 

5. 161st Street, from Jerome Avenue (late Central Avenue) to Third Avenue. 

6. 165th Street, from Boston Avenue to Union Avenue. 

'1. 16'Tth Street, from Jerome Avenue (late Central Avenue) to the Southern 

Boulevard. 

S. Tinton Avenue, from Westchester Avenue to 169th Street. 

9. That portiOn of Prospect Avenue witJVn the boundaries of the former town 

of Morrisania. 

10. Willis Avenue, from 147th Street to Third Avenue. 

11. 14Sth Street, from Third A venue to St. ~nns Avenue. 

12. 156th S(,j'eet, from Third A venue to Ellon Avenue. 

(Miuutes, March 3d and 17th, 1875, pp. 547,576.) 
The PRESIDENT moved that said report be receiled, and that 

the resolution thereby recommended be adopted by the Board. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

...4yes-Commissionets Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-it 

On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the Board adjourned at 
11 o'clock A. M., to meet on Friday, the 29th inst., at B o'clock 

P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 
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FRI})AY, OCTOBER 29th, 1873. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 
" WILLIAMSON. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 

the previous meeting of the 27th inst. was dispensed with. 

Museum of Art • 

. The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mr. Calvert Vaux. architect, be directed to 
prepare and submit to this Board the plans, specifications aud 
estimates for the slating. plastering, heating, and all other 
work necessary to complete the Museum of Art building ready 
for occupation. 

(Minutes, Dec. 9th, 1873, p. 444.) 
Adopted. 

A. A. Ranny. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the services of A. A. Ranny, 
foreman, be continued until the end of November, 1875, if so. 
long required by the Superintendent of Parks. 

(Minutes, Sept. 29th, ]875, p. 307.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as fullows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 
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Mineral Springs. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Carl Schultz be allowed to 
close the Mineral Springs in Central Park, for the season, on 
the 1st November, 1875. 

Adopted. 

Increase of Pay. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that all applications for 
increase of pay be laid over until the next meeting of the 
Board. 

(Minutes, Oct. 27th, 1875, p. 353.) 
Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the Board adjO\U'neO 
at 4 o'clock P. M. 

WM.lRWIN, 
Secretary~ D. Po P. 
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WED~ESDA V, NOVEMBER 3d, 1873. 

REGULAR MEETING--,-10 O'CLOCK 4. )I. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 

O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 27th ~nd 29th 
of October, 1875, were. read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Eighth Avenue. 

From the Commissioner of the Department of Public 
Works, concurring in the proposed change of grade of the side

walk on Eighth Avenue adjacent to the Central Park. 
(Minutes, October 20~h, 1875, p. 338.) 

Filed . 

Supt;'s Report. 

::Vrom the Superintendent of Parks, reporting the progress of 
the work under his charge for the two weeks E:)nding Saturday, 
October 23d, 187.5. 

Filed . 
(Minutes, Oct. 20th, 1875, p. 337.) 

\Jen tr"l :Srillge. 

from the Enginl:)er of 09n~truction, stating that it will be 
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necessary to close the Central Bridge for travel in a few days, 
on account of the repairs to the draw. 

(Minutes, Oct. 20th, 1875, p. 337.) 
CommissiQuer WILLIAMSON moved that said communication 

and said subject be referred to the President, with power. 
Adopted. 

Falkenau. 

From Mr. L. Falkenau, with respect to his application for 
remuneration on account of work done as City Surveyor on 
the paving of Third Avenue. 

(Minutes, Sept. 17th and Oct. 8th, 1875, pp. 275, 317.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON mov(-'d that said communication 
be referred to the Executive Committee to report. 

Adopted. 

J .oseph Sc.ott. 

From Mr. Joseph Scott, applying for employment III the 
Department. 

Laid on the table. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presenting the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to repod that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Affleck, Wm., & C.o., hay, .oats and 

cern, &c .•••..••...••••••.•...•. Maint. & Gvt. P. & P. $265 83 

Byrne & C.o., hay, corn and .oats ••••. Maint. & Gvt. P. & P. 179 56 

B.ouker, J.ohn A., gravel. .......... ooMaint. & Gvt. P. & P. $966 23 

City Parks Impt. F. . 924 42 

Barren, Jas. S., & C.o., brooms ....... Maint. & Gvt. P. & P. 

Central Gas Light C.o., gas ... " •••.. Maiot., &c., H. R. 

Bridges •••....•• 

1,890 65 

27 00 

64 00 
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Colwell Lead Co., lead.pipe .....•••.. City Parks Impt. F .. 

Colwell, Jas. W., lumber •••......•.. Maint., &c., 23d and 

24th Wards .....• 

Frith & Hinchman, brick, lime, &c ..• Maint. & Gvt. P. & P. 

City Parks Impt. F. 

Dodworth's Band, music ....••...... Music, Central Park. 

GrafuIIa, O. S., music ................ Music, Central Park. 

Gifford & Beach, spoke3 ............ City Parks Impt. F .. 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas ..•........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ...... 

Maint., &c., H. R. 

Bridges ........ . 

Keuffel & Esser, engineers' materials .. City Parks Impt. F. 

Labagh, Wm. 0., salt ............. '.' . Maint. and Go~t. 

Parks and P ..... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas.meter.Maint. and Govmt.: 

Parks and P ..... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas .... , .Ma:nt. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ...... 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

New York Gas Light Co., gas ...... , .Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 
N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., steam 

heat ............................ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........•.•• 

Price, Theo., clock ........ '" •.•.••. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Page, Kidder & Fletcher, paving 

cement .......................... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... .. 

Quackenbush, Townsend & Co., hard· 

ware ....... _ .................... City Parks Impr. 

Fund .......... . 

$14 20 

211 1)0 

$180 96 

112 32 

------

$181 04 

181 04 

$15 .. 74 

104 96 

22520 

5415 00 

545 00 

7 56 

293 28 

Hi 75 

17 60 

54 72 

408 lI6 

597 00 

628 00 

362 08 

17 00 

988 40 

21 78 



Raynoldis, C. T., & Co., paints, oil, &c.City Parks Impt. 

Fund ..•......... 

Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..•.• 

Wiltrons & Willson, lumber ....•.•..... Maint. and Govt. 

ParksandP ... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Verplanck Bros., saddle, blankets, &c .... Maint., 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Snrveying, laying 

ont, etc., 23d & 

24th Wards .... 

Maint. and Govt. 

Parks and P ..• 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places •... 

City Parks Improvement Fnnd ...................... . 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem River Bridges .... " ........ . 

Mnsic-Central Park. .........•... '" .......•....... 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ..•............. 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc .... 

$~6 I! 

8 00 

----

$28 21 

75 27 

----

$5 25 

7 00 

32 20 

$3,605 61 

2,517 08 

176 32 

1,090 00 

110 21 

7 00 

$84 12 

108 48 

$7,506 22 

--- $7,506 22 

:Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of seventy-five hundred and six: dollars 

and twenty-two cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, October 22, 18'75. 

DAviD B. WILLIAMSON, t Auditing 
iJ"dSItPH J. O'DONOHUE, f Oommittee. 
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Afileck, Wm., & Co., hay, corn, oats, 

&c .•••......•.•...... l ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... $174 66 

Byrne, J. E., &; Co., hay.and corn .•.. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 104 49 

Brundage, Ed. H .. twines ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 28 53 

Drake, H. K., shovels ..........•..... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......••.... 130 00 

De Grauw, .Aymar &; Co., tar ......••. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........... . 26 00 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses .•........ City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . $6 31 

Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P.... . 8 51 

Maint. Harlem River 

Bridge.......... 1 80 

Maint., etc., 23d and 

24th Wards.. . . . . 25 

16 37 

Jackson, W. H., &; Co., grates, &c ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 17 25 

Jube, John P., & Co., carriage hard-

ware. . . .... . .................... Maint. and Govmt· 

Parks and P" ... 10 40 

McDermott, John, meat, Sept ..• " ... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 180 52 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, curbs, covers 

and casting ....................... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 58 68 

McNab & Harlin Mfg. Co., plumbing 

matIa. • • .. • • .. • •• ..; ............ City Parks Imp't 

Fund ......... . $11 98 

Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 1 25 

18 23 
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Merchant, S. L., & Co., cement ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

City Parks Imp't 

Fund ......... . 

Menzies, Wm., & Son, lumber ........ City Parks Imp't 

Fund ......... . 

Noe's, James H., Sons, feather dusters ... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Quackenbush, 'l'ownsend & Co., sand 

screen, &c ........................ City Parks Imp't 

Fund ........ . 

Rader, G. W., & Co., vitrified pipe ..••. City Parks Imp't 

Fund ....•... ,. 

Maint., etc., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Raynolds, C. T., & Co., paints, &c ..... Maint., etc., Harlem 

River Bridges .. 

Roosevelt, SamI., & Co., nails ........ City Parks Imp't 

Fund .......... . 

Ruhe, Louis, bird food .........•.... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Slattery, James, building stone ....... City Parks Imp't 

Fund .......... . 

Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, bolts, augers, 

&c ............................... City Parks Imp't 

Fund .......... . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Maint., &c., Harlem 

River Bridges ... 

[ Wednesday, 

$'700 

84 00 

---- $91 00 

639 18 

16 88 

17 32 

$263 Iill 

89 25 

352 80 

25 Hi 

17 60 

16 00 

264 37 

$35 48 

/) 50 

15 42 

46 40 

$2,241 83 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places .••..•• , . . . .. . . .. . . . $570 99 

City Parks Improvement Fund....... ......... ................. 1,549 4'7 

Maintenance Harlem River Bridges .........•.......... " ....... ' . 31 8'7 

Maintenance Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Warde ....... , .. . ..... 89 50 

$2,241 83 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty-two hundred and forty-one 

doll are and eighty-three cents. 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON,} A1tditing 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, Committee. 

New Yorll:, October 26th, 1875. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pltyment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The'TREAsURER presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department 0/ Public Parks, in account with 

18'75. 
Oct. 20. 
Oct. 20 

to 
Nov. 3. 

18'75. 
Oct. 20 

to 
Nov. 3. 

Nov. 3. 

David B. Williamson, Treas1trer. 
CR • 

By balance ...... , .. : , ., . . .. . . ....... . .. $1,'71'7 98 

} " rent................................ 50 00 

$1,'76'7 98 
DR. 

} To cash paid into the City Treasury ...... . $58 '72 

" balance......... .••.•... ......... ... 1,'709 26 

--- $1,'76'798 

(Signed) DAVIJ) B.WILLIAMSON, 

2'reGfurw, :D. P. P 
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Ice on the Pool. 

The PRESIDENT stated th at, as directed by the Board, thl3 
following advertisement had been inserted in the City Record, 
VIZ. : 

CITY OF NEW YORK, } 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, 

36 UNION SQUARE (E.\'RT). 
October 7, 1875. 

Sealed proposals for removing the ice from the pool, in Cen
tral Park, near One hundred and first street and Eighth 
Avenue, during the coming winter season, will be received at 
the above office until the 31st October, 1875. 

Proposals must be addressed to the President of the De
partment, a.nd endorsed "Proposals to remove Ice from Pool, 
Central Park." 

That only one proposal had been received, which was from 
Mr. C. Dowd, offering $(iOO for the privilege of removing the 
ice from the pool. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the privilege of cut
ting and taking away the ice on said pool during the (loming 
Season be granted to Mr. Jacob Boehm, on hi8 paying $700, 

as heretofore offered by him, on or before Saturday, the 20th 

inst. 
(Minutes, Sept. 29th, 1875, p. 297.) 

Adopted. 

Report to the Mayor. 

The PRESIDENT presented the report to his Honor the Mayor 
for the three months ending September 30th, 1875. 

(Minutes, .) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be ap..; 

proved and referred to the President to s~gn and transmit. 
Adopted. 

3d Avenue grading. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Daniel Campbell hlld been em

ployed by the Engineer and Surveyor of street openings, 
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101.' thrtle days on work of grading Third Avenue from 147th 
Street to the Harlem River, and he moved that said employ

ment be approved and his pay, and that of L. Falkenau and 
P-atrick Phillips, whose employment was previously approved, 
'be fixed as follows: 

L. Falkenau.... .... ... .. . ... . ... $5 per day. 

Daniel Campbell. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a" " 
Patrick Phillips. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3" " 

(Minutes, Sept. 17th and Oct. 12th, 1875, pp. 277 and 331.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was. determined in the af
firmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Treasurer·s .Accounts. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the President and 
Commissioner O'Donohue, the Committee heretofore appointed 
to examine and audit the Treasurer's accounts, be continued 
and authorized to audit said accounts up to November 1st, 
1875. 

(Minutes, July 27th, 1875, p. 162.) 
Adopted. 

Suspension Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT presented the three similar maps and profiles 
of the approaches to the proposed suspension bridge north of 
High Bridge, prepared for filing, whereupon 

Commissioner MARTIN offel'ed the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That Henry G. Stebbins, the President and one of 
the officers of the Board of Commissioners of the Department 
of Public Parks be, and he hereby is, designated and directed 
by the said Board to certify and file said three similar maps 
or plans and profiles as provided by law; which said three 
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maps or plans and profiles show the width, course, windings 
and location of the approaches to the proposed suspension 
bridge across the Harlem River, north of the bridge known as 
the" High Bridge," but not more than half a mile therefrom, 
as the same have been laid out and are hereby determined by 
the Oommissioners of the Department of Public Parks, and 
are signed" Geo. S. Greene, Oivil and Topo. Eng.," and dated 
"New York, October 28th, 1875." 

(Minutes, September 27th, 1875, p. 292.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members ofthe Board voting in favo/'" 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Applications. for increased pay. 

The PRESIDENT moved that all applications for iU()rease of 

pay be further laid over until the next meeting of the Board. 
, (Minutes ). 

Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board ad
journed at 10.40 o'clock A. M., tf) meet on Friday, the 5th inst., 
.At 9 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secreta1'Y, D. P. P. 
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FRID.l.Y, NOVEMBER :itb, 187:i. 

ADJOURNED MEETI~G-9 O'CLOCK A. 1II. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" 
" 
" 

MARTI~. 

WIJ.t.IAl\[SO~. 

O'DONOllUE. 

The minutes of the previons meeti~g of the 3d lust. w~ra 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented aDd rend: 

Pay Rolls. 

From the Comptroller of the city, with respect to the manner 
of preparing the laborers' pay-roll. 

Referred to the President, with power. 

Construction W brIts. 

From the Comptroller of the city, aRking to be informed what 
works, on which men are now employed, were ill progress at the 
time the charter was passed, which, ill the opinion of the Com
missioners of this Department, come uneler the exception, to 
be done" otherwise than by contract," and asking for other 
information regarding said works. 

(Minutes, Oct. ~Oth, 1875, p. 336.) 
Referred to the President to reply. 

\ 
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Birch Trees. 

From Mr. H. A. Nelson, stating that the Park Commission
ers of Montreal, Can~da, had forwarded some birch trees to 
the Central Park. 

The President stated that tho birch trees had been received, 
and he offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That this Board acknowledge with grAat pleasure 
and thanks the receipt from the Mount Royal Park Commis
sion, of Montreal, of a present of Canoe Birch trees, and that 
the Landscape Architect be instructer! to have the same planted 
in suitable positions on the Central Park. 

Adopted. 

Treasurer'S Accounts. 

The President and Commissioner O'DONOHUE verbally re
ported that they had examined and audited the accounts of the 
-Trf;asurer up to November 1st, 1875, and found them correct 
in all respects. 

(Minutes, Nov. 3d, 1875, p. 365.) 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said report be received, 

and the committee discharged. 
Adopted. 

Mineral Springs. 

Commissioner MARTI~, from the Executive Committee, made 
a verbal report with respect to the application of Mr. Carl H. 
Schultz, for'a reduction of his rent for the Mineral Springs in 
Central Park. He presented a letter and statement of Mr. 
Schultz, by which it appears that the gross receipts at the 
l\lineJal Springs for the year ending November 1st, 1875, 
amounted to only $2,662.55, the yearly rent reserved by the 
lease being $2,700. 

He therefore recommentlec1, that the rent due by Mr. Schultz 
for the two quarters ending respectively on August 1st, and 
November 1st, 1875, be remitted. 

(Miuutes, Sept. 17th, lS75, p. 276.) 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted and 
adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor ~ 
thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4, 

:Mr. Wrn. n. Grant. 

The PRESIDENT presented to the Board the resignation of 
Mr. W m. H. Grant, Engineer in charge of the Bureau of Con
struction, which, on motion of Commissioner Martin, was ac
cepted. 

(Minutes, May 20th, 1874, p. 42.) 
Gen. George S. Greene. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That General George S. Greene, the Civil and Top-' 

ographical Engineer, be, and hereby if', transferred from 
the position of Civil aud Topographical Engineer to that of 
Engineer in charge of the Bureau of Construction, and that his 
salary be fixed at $5,200 per annum. 

(Minutes, May 20th and June 11th, 1874, pp. 42 and 78.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : . 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Mr. Wm. n. Grant. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. William H. Grant, be, and hereby is, ap

pointed Engineer in charge of the repairs of Central Bridge, 
• and of the paving of Third Avenue fmID Westchester Avenue 

to the northern boundary of the ~3d Ward; and that his c()m~ 
pensation be, and hereby is, fixed at $2,600 per annum 'Ulltil 
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January 1st, 1876 ; and that the Engineer of Construction be 
l'elieved from the supervision of these works. 

Tho PnEsIDE~T pat the question whether the Board 
would agree to sniLl rasDlu tiou, a:L1 it W.1S determined in 
the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
\oting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners SteLbius, :Mal'tin, Williamson, O'Don
ohne-4. 

Civil nnd Topl. Engineering Force. 

Commissioner l\LmTI::-{ offered tho follon'ing resolui:on : 
Beso71ied, That it be, am1 hereby is, re~errec1 to tlle Executiye. 

Committee to report to the DOHl'll, as soon us practicable. a 
pIau tor the reorgan:zution of the Ciyil nnd Topographical En
gineering Corps, with a view to greater cconomyulld efficiency 
ill its administration. . 

(Minntas, May 20th, 1874,p. 42.) 
,Ad.opted. 

Layipg out 2M nnd 24th 'Wards. 

Commissioner l\I.mTI~· offered the foIlo"'ing resolutions: ": 
Re8o!ved, That the Landscape Architect is hereby requested 

to prepare H,plan for laying out the annexed district of the 23d. 
and 24th Warc1s; 

Resolced, That he is hereby authorized to employ as his as
sistant an Engineer to act directly uuder bis orders, to be ap
proved by the Board, find nt stich rato of pay as the Board 
may determin.o for the time he is actually employed on such 
work; 

Resolved, That all map!'!, plans and other docnments belong-: 
ing to the Department relating to this ,york shall be placed at 
his service, and thnt the corps of the Civil and rropogrnphical 
Engineer shall render him such assistance and consultation a~ 
he may require. 

(Minutes, Aug. 2;:)t1l, 1873, p. 233.) 

The PRESIDENT pnt the question ,,,hether the Board 'Wonld 
agree to said resolutions, anel it was determined in the affirm
ath-e; a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

fav~r. fh~,r~?f, as follows: 
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Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Applications for increased pay. 

The PRESIDENT moved'that all applications for increased pay 
be further laid over until the next meeting of the Board. 

(Minutes, Nov. 3d, 1875, p. 366.) 
Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board adjourn
ed at 11 o'clock A. lIf., to meet on Tuesday, the 9th inst., at 3.30 
o'clock P. lIf. 

W lIf. IRWIN, 

Seryretm'Y, D. P. P . 
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9th, IS73. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-3.30 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 5th inst. was dispensed with. 

Marion A. veJlUlt. 

Berrian .A ven~ 

The PRESIDENT and Commissioner MARTIN made a verbal re
port in favor of proceeding with the work of flagging the side
walks~on the following avenues, as directed by ordinances of 
the Common Council, viz.: 

1. West side of Marion Avenue, from Kingsbridge Road to 
Ridge Street. 

2. West side of Berrian Avenue, from Kingsbridge Road to 
Isaac Street. 

(Minutes, August 12th, 1875, p. 202.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be ac

cepted and adopted by the Board, and that the Engineer of 
Construction be directed to prepare and submit to the Board 
specifications for said work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 
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Third Avenue Paving Inspectors. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the undermentioned persons had 
been appointed inspectors on the work of paving Third Avenue, 
from Westchester Avenue to the northern boundary of the 
Twenty-third Ward, on the dates set opposite their names re
spectively, and he moved that the Board do now approve of 
such appointments, and fix their pay at $3.50 per day: 

John Meehan, September 28th, 1875. 
Michael Barry, October 9th, 1875. 
J. D. Armstrong, October 19th, 1875. 
Isaac Bodine, November 8th, 1875. 

(Minutes, October 8th, 1875, p. 314.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON the Board adjourn
-ed_at 4.30 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Sem'etary, D. P. P. 



.. 

·Friday, Nov. 12, 1875.] 375 

FRIUAY, NOVEMBER I~th, 1873. 

SPECIAL MEETING-5 O'CLOCK P. M . 

. The Board met pursuant to the following call of the Presi
dent : 

MR. WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary. lJ. P. P. : 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, t 
36 Union Square (East), N. Y. I 

9th NOVEMBER, 18'75. 

Sir.-You will please call a special meeting of the Board for Friday, the 12th 

inst., at Ii o'clock P. M., for the transactio~ of such business as may require atten-

tion. Respectfully, 

(Signed) H. G. STEBBINS, 

President, D. P. P. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 5th and 9th 
instants were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Printing, Stationery, &c. 

From tbe Commissioner of the Department of Public 
Works, notifying this Department that the amount allowed for 

" Printing, Stationery and Blank Books" for the current year 
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is exhausted, and that no more requisitions, chargeable against 

that appropriation, can be filled until further notice. 

Filed. 

Reduction of the Maiutenance Force. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending that the 

following reduction be made in the maintenance force, viz. : 

3 painters and 1 skilled laborer in painter's gang. 
2 watchmen on Morningside Park. 
4 watchmen on Riverside Park. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received, 

and that the Superintendent of Parks be direCted to reduce 

the maintenance force by discharging the number of employes 
therein recommended. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Steam-pipe for Mount St. Vincent. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that it is neces
sary that two coils of steam-pipe should be put up in the large 

room at Mount St. Vincent, to keep the plants, which are to 
remain there during the winter, from freezing. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that, as recommended in 

said communication, two coils of steam-pipe be placed in the 
large room on the southwest corner of Mount St. Vincent. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the membecs of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 
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Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Wniiamson, O;])on· 

ohue-4. 

Third Avenue Paving. 

From Mr. William H. Grant, Engineer in charge of the work 
of paving Third Avenue, reporting the continuance of irregu
larities by Mr. J. B. Devlin, in the execution of his contract 
for paving Third Avenue from 163d Street to the northern 
boundary of the Twenty-t.hird Ward. Also reporting that the 
inspectors do not obey his instructions. 

(Minutes, Oct. 23d, 1875, p. 345.) 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communication 
be referred to Commissioner Williamson and himself to inves
tigate and report. 

The PRESIDENT moved, as a substitute therefor, that the two 
inspectors on said work be discharged, and others appointed 
in their place. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said substitute, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the member!'; of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree t.o said original motion, and it was determined in 
the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue 

-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

C. Ryan, late Snperintendent of Parks. 

From l\Ir. C. Ryan, late Superintendent of Parks, asking that 

arrangements be made to pay him his salary as such Superin. 
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. tendeht, which is still due, for the months of December, 1874, 
and January, 1875. 

(Minutes, Feb. 1st, 1875, p. 496.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that special certificates be made out 

for the amount due Mr. C. Ryan for his salary as Superin
tendent of Parks. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Morris Avenue. 

From Mr. W. L. Tidball, relative to the widening of the pro
posed extension of Morris A venue. 

(Minutes, Oct. 23d, 1875, p. 347.) 

Filed. 

Bridge over Bronx River. 

From Messrs. Henry Bucking, Jas. Angus and a number of 
other citizens of New York and residents of Westchester town
ship and county, petitioning that a bridge be constructed over 
Bronx River, at or neal' the foot of Prospect Street, in the 24th 

Ward. 
(Minutes, May 7th, 1875, p. 13.) 

Referred to the Executive Committee to report. 

Sewer in 143d Street. 

From Mr. Edward Gustaveson, applying, on behalf of the 
owners of property on 143d Street, between Third Avenue and 
College Avenue, for permission to lay, at their own expense, a 
12-inch cement sewer in 143d Street, from a point 75 feet dis
tant from Third Avenue to the sewer in College Avenue. 
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Also, from the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th ,Waras, 
recommending the granting of such permission. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the permisl:lion requested be 
granted, the plans for said sewer being first submitted to and 
approved by the Board. 

Adopted. 

Applications for increase of pay" 

From Mr. F. A. Calkins, Assistant Engineer, and a number 
of other employes, applying for an increase of their pay . 

. (Minutes, Nov. 5, 1875, p. 371.) 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communications, and 
all other similar applications, be considered at the same time. 

Adopted. 

Battery Park.-Elevated Railroad. 

From Mr. M. Courtwright, President of the New York Ele
vated Railroad Company, stating that said company is desir
ous of extending its railroad from Battery Place along and 
through Battery Park, to connect with the South Hamilton 
Avenue and Staten Islaud Ferries, and asking an interview 
with the Board for the purpose of determining its location. 

Commissioner O'DoNOHUE moved that the President be re
quested to notify Mr. Courtwright that the Commissioners of 
this Department will meet him, and the directors of said com
pany, at their office, No.7 Broadway, on Monday, the 15th 
~nst., at 3:30 o'clock P. M. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report: 
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The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they hawl 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

American Dist. Tel. Co., rent and ser· 

vices .................•......... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Arnold & Co., bricks, cement, &c ..... Maint., etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ..... . 

Adler, Jacob, & Co., gloves .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Affieck, Wm., & Co., hay, oats and 

meal. ..................•••.... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Byrne & Co., hay, oats and meal. ..... Maint. and Govt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Bartlett, J. W., lamp chimneys ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Cartwright, Wm., fish and vegetables .• Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Colwell, Jas. W., lumber ............ Maint. 2~d and 24th 

Wards ......... .. 

Conway, Thos., keep of horse, Oct ... Snrveying, laying 

out, &c., 23d and 

24th Wards ..... . 

Douglass, Wm. P., rent Mus. of Art ... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Donaldson, Thomas, labor, chimnies, 

&c .............................. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Gold & Stock Tel. Co., rent of line .... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......•..... 

Gates, Church E., & Co., lumber ..... Maint. Harlem River 

Bddges .•...•..• 

$8 115 

8 15 

$16 30 

53 85 

107 25 

135 88 

206 78 

6 25 

114 46 

32 72 

30 00 

2,000 no 

42 96 

~31 25 

31 25 

62 50 

9 73 

... 
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Keuffel & Esser, engineer's supplies ... Maint., Harlem Riv. 

Bridges ........ . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Surveying, laying 

out, &c., 23d and 

24th Wards, etc .. 

Mapes, Daniel, Jr., hay and oats ...... Maint. 23d & 24th 

$47 73 

41 84 

10 72 

-- $10029 

Wards... ........ 34 74 

Menzies, Wm., & Son, timber ..... " .Maint. Harlem Riv. 

Bridges. . . . . . . . . 33 39 

Moffatt, David & Co., leather. . .... City Parks Imp't 

Fund ........... . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

New York Cement Co., cement ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., rent 

to Nov. 1st ...................... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........... . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

N"tional Ice Co., ice ................. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and Po. 0" 

Music, Central Park. 

City Parks Imp't 

Fund ........ . 

National Ice Co., ice. 0 .............. Mainto and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Surveying, laying 

out, &c., 23d and 

24th Wards, &c .. 

Roosevelt, Sam'l, & Co., hardware ..... City Parks Impto F. 

Mainto H. R. Bridges 

Maint. & Gvt. P. & P. 

$17 25 

3 50 

$625 00 

625 00 

$33 09 

23 60 

2 10 

$0 82 

2 97 

$25 62 

5 00 

16 33 

20 75 

675 00 

1,250 00 

58 79 

3 79 

46 95 
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Berrells, John J., est. of services as en-

gineer .................. '" ..... Surveyg, Layg., etc., 

23d & 24th Wards 

Sanderson Bros. & Co., spring steel. .. Maint. & Gvt. P. & P. 

Simpson, A., bread, Oct .. " .. , ... " . Maint. & Gvt. P. &; P. 

United Farmers' Milk Co., milk ...... Maint. & Gvt. P. & P. 

Vanderbilt Bros., barley, &c .........• Maint. & Gvt. P. & P. 

City Parks Impt. F. 

Vaux, C., Commission and Superintend-

ence ........ , ............ , ...... Museum Natl. Hist .. 

The World, advertising sewer. '" .... City Parks Impt. F. 

Watrous & Willson, lumber... . . . .. . City Parks Impt. F. 

Walton & Bros .• lllnterns ........... Maint. & Gvt. P. & P. 

RECAPITULATION. 

$9 50 

8'7 50 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places. . . . . . . . . $3.45'7 50 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . .... ............... 1.763 21 

Museum of Natural History .. , " .............. " .. . . 1,625 00 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc.. .. . 268 69 

Maintenance, etc., 23d lind 24th Wllrds... ............. 121 31 

Maintenance, etc .• Harlem River Bridges. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 95 85 

Music-Central Park ................. " .. " .. . . .. .. . 23 60 

[Friday, 

$225 00 

3 00 

8'7 54 

16 '74 

9'7 00 

1.625 00 

3 20 

246 30 

9 00 

$'7.355 16 

$'7,355 16 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of seventy-three hundred and fifty

five dollars and sixteen cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, November 10th, 18'75. 

DAVID B. WILLIA~[SON'} Auditing 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pltyment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
s majority of all the members of the Board voting in fa,VOf 

thereof, as follows: 

I .. 
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Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

W m. Carr, painter in charge. 

Commissioners O'DONOHUE and WILLIAMSON presented their 

report of the examination of the. charges against Wm. Carr, 
painter in charge, and recommended that he be dismissed from 

the employment of the Department. 

They also recommend that it be referred to the Superintend
ent of Parks to report to the Board what changes should be 

made in regard to those classed and paid as painters. 

(Minutes, September 29th, 1875, p. 305.) 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said report be received, 
and that the recommendation therein for the dismissal of Wm. 
Oarr, painter in charge, be adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favol' 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Appropriation for Music, 1875.-Transfer of balance, 

The PRESIDENT stated that there would be a balance remain

ing unexpended of the appropriation for music this year; that 
the publication of the Third Annual Report of this Depart
ment was delayed on account of the exhaustion of the appro
priation for "Printing, Stationery and Blank-books.'~ He 
therefore offered the following resolution: 

" Resolved, That the President be, and hereby is, requested 
to apply to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to 
transfer the balance unexpended and not required for" Music, 
Gentral Park, 1875," to the appropriation for "Printing, 
Stationery and Blank-books, 1875," to be applied only to pay 
:for the publication of the Third Annual Report of this Depart-
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ment, and for such other printiug, stationery and blank-books 
as this Department may require. 

Adopted. 

Arrea rs of ren t. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Treasurer, presented a report of 
arrears of rent due the Department by tenants on Riverside 

Park. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received, the re

commendations therein adopted, and the subject referred to 

the Treasurer, with power. 

Adopted. 

Laborer. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE stated that at his request James 

Hanly had been employed, with his horse and cart; that 

Hanly had handed him a letter of recommendation, purport

ing to be signed by Mr. L. C. Curry. He now presented a 
let,ter from Mr. Curry, statirig that his name had been forged 

to said recommendation. He therefore moved that said James 

Hanly be discharged, and that Patrick Boyle be employed in 
his place. 

Adopted. 

Third Avenne Paving. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Engineer in charge of the work of paving 
Third Avenue, from Westchester Avenue to the northern 
boundary of the 23d Ward, be allowed to permit trap-rock 
stones of not' exceeding seven inches in width to be used in 
paving the gutters of said avenue. 
. (Minutes, October 23, 1875, p, 341).) 

Adopted. 

Civil and Topogmphical Engineer. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that Mr. J. J. R. Croes, Divis-
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ion Engineer, be, and hereby is, appointed Civil and Topo
:graphical Engineer, and that his salary be fixed at $4,500, per 
annum. 

(Minutes, November 5, 1875, p. 369.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
,agree to said motion, and it was determined in the af
firmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Tompkins Square. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks, Mr. Munckwitz, 
be notified immediately to examine the work on Tompkins 
:Square, and see that the men at work thereon are doing their 
<iuty, and that he be instructed to direct the foremen to sus
pend any man who is delinquent in his duty. 

Adopted. 

Oll motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board ad
journed at 7 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17th, 1.873. 

REGULAR MEETING-IO O'CLOCK A.1II. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" 
" 
I. 

MARTIN, 
WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 12th irist. ~are 
read and approved. 

The following c~mmunications were presented and read: 

MorDingsid~ Park. 

From the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works, 
stating that the contractor for filling New Avenue, on the 
easterly side of Morningside Park, from llOth to 114th Street, 
will be compelled to encroach on said Park unless this Depart
ment completes the wall'on the Park boundary, and asking the 
intention of the Department in relation thereto. 

Also from the Superint~nding Engineer, stating that said 
wall is partly built, the work having been suspended when all 
other work on Morningside Park was stopped. That unless 
the wall is now built the Avenue slopes will be filled into the 
Park, and this Department will have to excavate this filling, 
and shore it up at such time in the future as the wall may be 
built. That the estimate cost of completing the wall is $12,000, 
and that it will be economy to build it at once. 

Befern d to the President to report. 
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Westchester Avenue. 

From the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, submitting his 
estimates of the cost of the construction of Westchester Avenue, 
in the 23d Ward, from Third Avenue to the town line of the 

former ~own of Morris::1!lia, if graded to the width of sixty-six 

feet (the present width), eighty feet and one hundred feet. 

(Minutes, August 25th, 1875, p. 229.) 

Referred to the Executive Oommittee to report. 

Menagerie. 

From the Director of the MeIlftgerie, reporting that four of 
the deer had been killed in the deer pa,rk at night by dogs. 

Oommissioner MARTIN, from the Executive Oommittee, there
upon verbially reported as follows, upon the subject of neces
sary improvements to the Menagerie. 

That it was not opportune to consider any permanent plan 
for this collection, or any other than convenient temporary 
arrangements for the preservation and exhibition of the 
animals, and to do this at as small a cost as practicable; 
that it was also important to remov,e the animals from the 
space between the Arsenal and the 5th Avenue. 

That an adaptation and improvement of the present site 
would be most advantageous; by occupying the space in the 
rear of the Arsenal, bP.tween the bridle road and Transverse 
road No.1, by removing all the buildings now standing between 
the Arsemtl and the 5th Avenue to that site, by completing 

,-and enlarging the buildings thereof, so as to provide winter 
quarters for the deer and for the other animals now kept in the 
vicillity of the Arsenal, and by arrranging the site for such 

. buildings with connecting paddocks, and for the buildings to 
be removed. By such changes the accommodation of the 
animals and their c;hibition to the public would be provided 
for. 

When this removal is madC', and the space between the Arsena] 
and the 5th Avelllle cleared of all its present buildings, that 
space could be planted and. ol'llamented as part of the park. 

It is recommended that. the Landscape Architect be directed 
to prepare a plan for the site indicated, for the buildings to 
be removed to it and for 1he completion and repair of the 
buildings now e~stingl with general discription a.nd estimate 
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of thfl cost of the buildings and fences, and also an estimate 
of the cost of the removal of buildings to their proposed site. 

(Minutes, Oct. 27th, 1875, p. 351.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be re

ceived, and referred to the President to consult with the 
Counsel to the Corporation as to the legality of charging said 
works to the construction fund. 

Adopted. 

Commissioner O'DoNoHuE moved that, until more permanent 
arrangements are made for the care of the animals at the deer 
park, the Superintendent of Parks be directed to detail a man 
to the Director of the Menagerie to act as a night watchman at 
said deer park. 

Adopted. 

Third Avenue Paving. 

From Mr. James Everard, contractor for paving Third 
Avenue, from Westchester Avenue to 163d Street, complaining 

that the Engineer in charge of the work required the railroad. 
tracks on the avenue to be lowered to a depth of from four to 
six inches below the grade of the avenue as established, 
thereby requiri~g him to excavate more than required by the 
contract. ,~ . 

Referred to the President to reply. 

Third A venue Paving. 

From Mr. John Meehan, Inspector on the work of paving 
Third Avenue, from 163dStreet to thA northern boundary of 
the Twenty-third Ward, complaining of the manner in which 
the Engineer in charge of said work is directing same to be 
executed. 

(Minutes, Nov. 12th, 1875, p. 377.) 

Referred to Commissioners Williamson and O'Donohue to 
report upon. 
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Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report : 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Boanl for approval: 
Conklin, W. A., mel:icine, .•........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Central Gas Light Co., gas, Oct ...... Maint., Harlem Riv. 

Bridges ....... .. 

D,ev;lin,J ohn B., paving ............. Paving 3d Ave., from 

W estchester Ave. 

to northern bound

ary 23d Ward .... 

Faure, Alfred, plants .............••. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........... . 

Godwin, J. H., rent of dock ..•. , .... Maint., 23d and 24th 

Wards •••.•••.• 

q.!"ll.llq.e, Geo. S.,p~ttyexpenses ...... Surv'g, Laying out, 

etc., 23d and 24th 

Wards ......... . 

Graifula, C. S., music ........... " ... Music, Central Park. 

HaITiso'o, Joseph, reot of dock ........ Maint., etc., 23d and 

,24th Wards ..... . 

Ha:rlem GasLight Co.,ga~ meter ..... Maint. and GovII\t. 
Parks and P .... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas, October ... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P.... 1208 22 

Maint. Harlem Riv. 

Bridges ........ . 129 24 

~rwin, W,rn., pet.ty expenses .........• Maint. and Govmt:' 
Parks and P.... $37 ,64 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund........... 89 63 

Maint., etc., 23d and 

24th Wards..... 15 25 

Snrveying, Laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards...... 25 

Music, Central Park. 25 

820 '1'1 

64 00 

'1,2'19 88 

$26000 

18 00 

46 61 

275 00 

24 00 

55 20 

88'1,46 

13 01 
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Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas meter. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P •••• 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas, Oct .... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, Oct .. Maint. and Govmt . 

Parks and P .... 

Pottor, Howar,l, Treas. Mu •. Nat. Rist., 

expenses ......................... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Ryan, C., services ....•............. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P., 1874. $208 33 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund........... 208 33 

Ryan, C., services ••....•......•.... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P.... $208 33 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund........... 20833 

Rhinelander, F. W., Treas., petty ex· 

penses, M. A ..............••..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .•.. 

Wilson'" Hughes Ston~ Co., labor and 

mf,lterials ........................ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ••••... 

RECAPITU.LATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places •••• 

City Parks Improvement Fond ...................... . 

Paving 3d Avenue, from Westchester Avenue to Northern 

Bounda~y, 23d Ward ........................... .. 

Music-Central Park. ............................. .. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 1874. 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem River Bridges ..•....•. , ..... 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards .....•..•.•..... 

$2,398 14 

4,876 10 

'1,279 38 

275 25 

208 88 

193 2! 

57 25 

$76 1S 

597 00 

419 73 

170 00 

416 66 

416 66 

605 0'1 

4,159 81 

111S,384 ISIS 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ........ . 46 86 

---$IIS,334 ISIS 
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.Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fifteen thousand three hundred and 

thirty-four dollars and fifty-five cents. 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSO~. ~ Auditi .. !! 
JOSEPH J. O'DO:<OHUE, f Gomm!ttee. 

New York, November 17, 1875. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the :~L~('.\·'-lhLry be direct
ed to' transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay

ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 
Department of Public Parks, in account with 

David B. Willill'mson, Treasure,'. 

1875. CR. 

Nov. 3. By balance ...... ' ............ '" ........... $1,709 26 

Nov. 3 
to 

Nov. 17, 

Pound and sundry receipts, grass, rent 
and licences ..... , ......... . 

1875. DR. 

Nov. 3 } 
to To cash paid into City Treasury ..... 

Nov. I7. 

Nov. 17. "balance ....... '" ............ . 

(Signed) 

Wednesday, November 17th, 1875. 

9.30 A. M. 

Reduction of the Force in23d and 24th Wards. 

792 57 

--- $2,601 88 

$792 57 

1,709 26 

$2,501 83 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had, on the 15th jnst., directed 
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that the force of laborers employed in the 23d and 24th 
Wards for the maintenance and government of the streets, &c., 
be reduced to five men, and he moved that his action be ap
proved by the Board. 

(Minutes, Oct. 27th, 1875, p. 350.) 
Adopted .. 

Drainage, &c., of Central Park. 

The Landscape Architect then read a report to the Presi
dent upon the subject of the drainage of Central Park. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said report be received 
and printed as a document of the Board. 

(See Document No. 66.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, 
O'Donohue- . 

Police Force. 

Applications for appointments on the police force were re
ceived from Michael Finigan and D. C. McBride. 

Laid on the lable. 

Vitrified Pipe. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON presented a requisition, dated 
November 13th, 1875, from the Superintendent of Parks, for a 
quantity of vitrified pipe, and moved that the Secretary be 
directed to insert the necessary advertisements for proposals 
to furnish said pipe in accordance with specifications to be 
prepared by the Superintending Engineer. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissiouers Stebbius, Martin, Williamson, 

O'Douoh\le~. 



894 

Estimates for 18'16. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following resolu
tion: 

Resolved, That the subject of the moneys needed for the 
maintenance of the Department for 1876 be referred to the 
President and Commissioner Martin for their report. 

(Minutes, Aug. 25th, 1875, p. 233.) 
Adopted. 

Construction Money. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the subject of the construction work of the 
Department for the year 1876, and the money needed therefor, 
be referred to the President and Commissioner Martin for 
their report. 

Adopted. 

Reports for 1874 and 1875. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the annual reports ~f 
the Department for 1874 and 1875 be consolidated in one 
volume, and that the Landscape Architect be requested 

to superintend their preparation, and submit them to the 
Board. 

Adopted. 

Engineer of Construction. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Wherea8, No appropriation has as yet been made by the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment for the bridges proposed 
over the Harlem River. 

Resolved, That the pay of Gen. G00. S. G:'eene, Engineer of 
Construction, be red uced on·.~ haH Ulltil t be direction be given 
to him to commence wo~k 0:1 the plans of the two bl idges on 
the Harlem RiH~r. 

(Minutes, Feb. :::o~ti and Nov. 5t~, 1375, pp. 530, 369.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said preamble and 

resolution be laid on the table. 

Adopted. 
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Board Meetings. 

Oommissioner MARl'IN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That for the purpose of expediting the business of 
the Department, a meeting be held on Wednesday evening of 
each week, at half-past seven o'clock. 

Oommissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said resolution be laid 

on the table. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion of Oommissioner Williamson, and it was 

determined in the negative, a majority of all the members of 

the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

Noes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the nega

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

On motion of Oommissioner MARTIN, the Board adjourned at 

12 o'clock M., to meet on Friday, the 19th inst., at 4 o'clock, 

P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P . 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19th, 1875. 

9.30 O'OLOCK A. M. 

Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening proposals for 
the following supplies, viz. : 

I.-Lighting the public lamps in the parks, squares, places 
and bridges, under the control of this Department, with gas, 
from January 1st, 1876, to April 30th, 1876, both days inclu
sIve. 

(Minutes, October 12th, 1875, p. 326.) 

n.-The deliveDY of 200 tons of coal. 
(Minutes, October 8th, 1875, p. 326.) 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" WILLIAMSON. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

THE COMPTROLLER OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

The following proposals were received and publicly opened: 

I. 

'" 1<l J, <I) 1<l 1;l Po " .S' "' ... 0"; ... 
&rd 0 13 "" Po" " J.?Ird' %:..; ~p, 

~ c2 rei Po" S..; ~~ 1<" e£~~ 13$ "" il.s ~o s 1,l NAME OF COMPANY MAKING PROPOSAL. -'" .s~ "'''' ;~ § oj'" .. " "$ -OJ) 0" _13 
~ 8'9 ~.; "., 00" 

~~ 
-... ",--;J- ", ... '" ~<R "b " " ~~ ~'" " .. " .. I"l I"l I"l I"l r>I 

<:!l 

---- -- --------
GAS, &c. 

$10 J$10 IJO, 
No. 1. The r For Jan'y, '76 .. ••• •. $408) 

Harlem { .. Feb'y, ·76 ........ 345 f $13 95 $300 $300 $400 $4 00 
Gas Light .. March, '76 .......• 3 45 

Co. U April, '76. ... .. .. 2 97 
No.2. The Metropolitan Gas Light Co., of 

the city of New york .............. 14 00 300 300 4 Oil 400 1000 10 00 .. 3. The New York Gas Light Co, ........ 600 1 50 1 50 350 350 lU 00 1000 .. 4. The Manhattan Gas Light Co ....... 600 150 1 50 350 350 1000 1000 
" 5. The New York Mutual Gas Light Co. 1000 350 350 500 356 12 00 1204 
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The Harlem Gas Light Oompany proposed to light the 

public lamps in the public parkR and places within that por

tion of the city of New York bounded as follows, namely: 

" By a line commencing at the intersection of the centre line of 
Seventy-ninth Street and the East River; running thence along 
the centre line of said Seventy-ninth Street and the centre 
line of Transverse Road No. ~, to the Hudson River; thence 
along said Hudson River 1;0 Spuyten Duyvil Creek; thence 
along said Creek to the Harlem River; thence along said 
Harlem River and through the draws in the Central and Third 
Avenue Bridges to the East Biver, and thence along the East 
River to the centre line of Seventy-ninth Street, the place of 
beginning. " 

The Metropolitan Gas Light Company proposed to light the 

public lamps in the following public parks and places, viz.: 
"Reservoir Park, Park Avenue Parks, Plaza at Fifty-eighth and 
Fifty-ninth Streets and Fifth Avenue, entrance to the Central 
Pal'k at Fifth Avenue and :F'ifty-ninth Street, Circle at Fifty
ninth Street and Broadway, 'rransverse Road No.1 and the 
south side of Transverse Road No.2." 

The New York Gas Light Company proposed to light the 
public lamps in the public parks and places within that por

tion of the city of New York bounded as follows, namely: 
" South of a line running through Grand Street from the East 
River to Sullivan Street, thence to Canal Street and through 
DanaI Street to the North or Hudson River." 

The Manhattan Gas Light Company proposed to light the 

public lamps in the public parks and places within that por

tion of the city of New York bounded as follows: "On the 
north, by the centre line of Thirty-fourth Street; on the south, 
by the centre line of Grand, Sullivan and Canal Streets; on 
the east, by the East River; on the west, by the Hudson 
River." .. 

I -, 
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The New York Mutual Gas Light Company proposed to 
light the public lamps in the following public parks and pluces, 
namely: "Cooper Institute Park, Jackson Square, Tompkins 
Square, Washington Square, Washington Monument, Union 
Square Park, Madison Square Park, Worth Monument, and 
the Candelabra situated at the intersections of Twenty-third 
Street and Twenty-fourth Street with Broadway." 

II. 

No. l.-Edward A. Breen ...... $5.90 per ton of 2,240 Ibs. 
No. 2.-W alter Weston ........ $5.45" " " 
No. 3.-Ver Planck & Irwin .... $5.30" " " 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secreta1'Y, D. P. P. 
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FRID11Y, NOVEMBER 19th, 187ii. 

ADJOUR.."!ED MEETING-4 O'CLOCK P. M • 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 

O'DONOHUE. 

The m~nutes of the previous meeting of the 17th in st. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Third Avenue Grading. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, as follows: 

IN COMlIIOX COUNCIL. 
November 18th, 1875. 

A remonstrance of property owners against graeling Third 
Avenu, ef romHarlem Bridge to One hundred and forty-seventh 
street, having been received and referred to the Committee on 
Lands, Places and Park Department, consisting of Aldermen 
Lysaght, Blessing anci Deane, the following was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee to whom was referred the pe
tition and memorial of prop81'ty owners in opposition to the 
regrading of Third Avenue, in the annexed district, be directed 
to communicate with the Department of Public Parks, in order 
that they may ascertain, before reporting to this Board, what 
"teps, if any, haVfl been taken by said Department under the 
ordinance recently passed by the Board of Aldermen, al1d the 
clerk is hereby directed to notify the Department of Parks; of 
the action taken by this Board on the subject. 

(Minutes, Oct, 8th, 1875, p. 32~.) 

Befefred, to the President to reply. 
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From Mr. T. Mason Oliver, stating that a committee of 
property owners on the line of said Third Avenue, from Harlem 
bridge to 147th street, desired to have an intervi8w with the 
Commissioners for the purpose of stating their objections to 
the proposed work of grading said portion of the avenue. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that lVIr. Oliver be notified 
that the Commissioners will receive said committee on Wed
nesday, the 24th inst., at 9 o'clock A. M. 

Adopted. 
From the Engineer of Construction, suggesting that the 

specificati(llls for grading said portion of Third Avenue be 
amended in accordance with a copy which he submitted. 

(Minutes, Oct. 8th, 1875, p. 322.) 

Referred to the President to report. 

Berrian Avenue. 

From the Engineer of Construction, submitting specifications 
for flagging the west side of Berrian A venue from Kingsbridge 
Road to Isaac Street. 

(Minutes, Nov. 9th, 1875, p. 373.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said specifications be approved, 
and that the Secretary be direded to prepare and insert the 
necessary advertisements for proposals for said work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board 
would ngree to said motion, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Filling on Manhattan Square. 

From the Superintendent Engineer stating that the con
tractor for delivering 10,000 cubic yards of filling on Manhattan 

J 
"I 
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Square, will not have the total amount delivered by the. time 
specified in the contract. 

(Minut.es, Aug. 25th, 1875, p. 231.) 
Referred to the President. 

138th Street, Twenty-third Ward_ 

Fl'om the Civil and Topographical Engineer, stating that 
the location adopted by the Boanl for the wooden pile bridge 
over Harlem River, near Madison A, (Juue, l'equires a change to 

be made in the lines of 138th Street in the Twenty-third Ward, 
so that they shall strike the bulk-head lines of Harlem River 
about 55 feet north of their present location, and stating 
that as the title to said 138th Street is directed by the Board 
to be acquired, it is necessary that the lines of the street 
should be changed before proceedings are commenced for that 
purpose. He also submitted a map showing the required 
change in the lines of said street. 

(Minutes, January 30th and Oct. 27th, 1875, pp. 490 and 354.) 

Commissioner MARTIN thereupon offered the following pre
amble and resolution: 

Wherea8, The CommisRioners of the Department of Public 
Palks of the city of New York, or a majority of them, deem the 
change (specified o,n the map or plan hereinafter mentioned) in 
the streets, roads and avenues as laid down flnel established 
by the commissioners appointed under chapter 841 of the 
Laws of 11'l61':!, on a map of the same, filed in the office of the 
Uegi ... ter of the county of Westchester, on the23d day of Febru
ary, 1871, to be requirerl; therefore, 

Re801ved, That uudeI' and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on the said Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks 
of the city of New York, by Chapters 329 and 604 of the Laws 
of 1874, they do hereby layout the streets, roads and aveuues 
within that part of t11e 23d Ward of the city of New York 
which formerly constituted the town of Morrisania, and which 
lies north and east of a line commencing at the termination of 
the southerly line of 155th Street at or in the Hudson Hiver, 
running thence easterly along said southerly line of 155th 
street and a prolongation of said line to the middle of Harlem 
ltiver; and ruuning thence southerly along the middle of said 
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Harlem River to the Sound, north of Randel's Island, 
shown on a map or plan elated "New York, November 18th, 
1875," and signed" J. J. R., Cmes, Civil and Top. Engr. Dept. 
Public Parks," of the width, extent and direction that said 
streets, roads and avenues are designated on said map or plan 
by red lines, figures and colo~ .. and thn,t the width, extent and 
direction o£the said streets, roads and avenues so laid out are 
such as to the said Commissioners or a majority of them seem 
most conducive to the publIc good; and also, that all streets, 
roads and avunues or any portions thereof, heretofore laid out 
within snid p:nt of the city of New York embraced by sai? map 
or plan, ',\11ioh <:1'8 thereon shaded b1:1cl" are hereby discon
tinned and dosed, ::,; it seems to the s:ticl Oommissioners, or a 
majority of them, must conducive to the public interest to dis
continue and close the s:un8 : and tllltt the President of the 
Department cause the saiel s~veral streets, roads and avenues 
to be surveyed and designated by proper monuments where 
the same are not already so designated; also to have prepared 
and submitted to this Board three siwilar maps or plans and 
profiles of the same, to be filea in pursuance of said laws above 
mentioned. 

The PRESIDENT put the quest.ion whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners StE)bbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4:. 

The Museum of Natural History Building. 

From the Superintending Architect, st,tting that on account 
of some alterations in the roof construction of the Museum of 

Natural History building, it is necessary that the mason work 

of the south gable of the building should be altered and raised. 
That Messrs. IVeeks & Son, the contractors, offered to do the 

work for $111, which he thinks too high, and recommending 

that the work be executed by the force of the Department. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said work be ordered 

to be executed by the fowe in the employment of the Depart

ment, as recommeedad by the Superintending Architect. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
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agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in fayor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, l\Iartin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Museum of Natural History Buihling. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that Mr. Bick

mono', t,])3 Superintendent of the American Museum of Natural 

History, has requested that the room ill the northeast corner 
of the Museum UI Natural History 'Buill1ing be fitted up with 

rough planks, shelving, doors, &c., &c., so that it can be used 

during the winter as a store-room for the collections of said 

Museum. Also estimating the cost of such work at $150. 
Commissioner -WILLIAMSON moved that the Superintendent 

be directed to haye said room fitted up as requested, and that 

the work be done by the force in the employment of -the De
partment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

. Patrick Shields. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that Patrick 
Shields has been employed for the last five years repairing the 
harness, &c., &c., but that his time was kflpt by the late Painter 

in charge, and that he was allowed painters' rate of pay. That 

the recent discharge of all the painters, including the Painter 
in charge, necessitates SOlDe new arrangement to be made as 
regards said Patrick Shields . 

(Minutes, November 12th, 1875, p. 376.) 
Laid on the table. 
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Morris Avenne and College Avenue, 23d Ward. 

The PRESIDENT made a verbal report concerning the widening 

of the proposed extension of Morris Avenue, in the 23c1 Ward, 

from 138th Street to 141st Street, and submitted a communica

tion from the Civil and Topographical Engineer, recommend

ing that the avenue be widened to 100 feet between 

said streets, in accordance with a map prepared by the late 

Civil and Topographical Engine~r, whi('b I", ~11!'10 submitted. 

He also submitted a statement ofl h 'l,~WH of the various 

property OY.:lCrs nertrest to 138th Str0d, who would be 

affected by said widening. 

He also recommended that the portioll of College Avenue 

and of 140th Street, colored with a black shade on the map 

submitted, be closed and discontinued. 

(Minutes, October 23d, 1875, p. 347.) 

Commissioner MAHTIN thereupun offered the following pre

amble and resolution: 

TVhf'TeaS, The Commissioners of the Department of Public 
Parks of the city of New York, or a m~tjority of them, deem 
the chmlges (specified in the map or plan hereinafter mention
ed) in the streets, roads awl aveuuefi, as laid down and estab
lished by the OommiDsioners appoiuted under chapter 841 of 
the Laws of 181i8, on <t map of the same, filed in the office of 
the Begister of the county of Westchester, on the 23d day of 
February, It-71, to be required; therefore, 

Resolved, That under and by virtue of the powers conffwred 
on the said Commissioners of the Department of Public Pill'ks 
of the cit.Y of New York, by chapters :;29 and (i04 of the Laws 
of 11:)74, tbey elo hereby Jav out the sheets, roads ano avenues 
within that' part of tLe ~3d Ward of the city of New York 
which formerly constituted the town of lIol'l'isania, and which 
lies north and east of It liDe CUlllmellci jig at tile termination of 
the southerly line of 15;jth Htreet, at or in the Hudson River; 
running thence easterly along saiel suutberly Ime of 1;j;jth 
street and a prolougatiorl of said line to the middle of Har
lem River; R1Hll'Ullning thence southerly along the middle of 
said Harlem River to· the Sound, north of Rauc1el's hland, 
sho\\'n on map 01' pIau dated October 28th, 1875, and signed 
"Geo. S. Greene, Oivil and Top. Ellg!'.," of the widths, 
extent and direction that said streets, roads and avenues 

.. 
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are designated on said map or plan by red lines, figures 
and coloI', and that the widths, extent and direction of the said 
streets, roads and avenues, so laid out, are such as to the said 
Commissioners. or a majority of them, seem most conducive to 
the pnlJlic good; and also that all streets, roads and avenues, 
or any portions thereof heretofore laid out within said part of 
the city of New York embraced by said map or plan, which are 
thereon shaded black, are hereby discont.inued and closed, as it 
seems to the said Com missioners, or a majority of them, most 
conducive to the public interest to discontinue and close the 
Sltme; and that the President of the Department cause the 
said several streets, roads and avenues to be surveyed and 
designated by proper monuments, where the same are not 
already so designated; also to have prepared and snlJmitted to 
this Board three similar maps or plans and profiles of the 
same, to be filed in pursuance of said laws above mentioned. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said prectmble and resolution, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Coal. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the proposal (No.3) 

of Messrs. Verplanck and Irwin, toddiver 200 tons of coal, be 
rejected as informal, inasmuch as it is not accompanied by the 
consent of two househulders or freeholders to become bound 
as sureties as required by the ordinances of the Common 
Council. 

(Minutes, SOY. 19th, 1875, p. B99.) 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the proposal (No.2) of Mr. 
Walter Weston, to deliver two hundred tons of coal be accepted 

as the lowest bid; that the contract be awarded to said Walter 
Weston, and that the President be, and he hereby is, author

ized to e~ecute the same £01' and on behalf of this Depart. 

ment. 
(Minutes. Nov. 19th, 1875, p. 399.) 



408 [Friday, 

The PUESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Battery Park-Elevated Railway. 

The PRESIDENT stated that in view of the meeting which the 

Commissioners of this Department had with the Directors of 

the New York Elevated Railroad Oompany, it was necessary 

that sorne action should be taken by the Board on the subject. 

(Minutes, Nov. 12th, 1875, p.379.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE then moved that the subject be 

referred to the President and Commissioner Martin, with the 

request that they consult the Counsel to the Corporation in re

gard to the matter, and report. 

Adopted. 

Applications for Increased Pay, 

All the applications for increased pay which had been pre
sented, were laid before the Bonrd, and, after discussion of the 

subject, GIl, motion of the President, seconded by Commis

sioner Martin, they 'were all rejected. 

(Minutes, Nov. 12t!1, 1875, p. 37~.) 

Adjournment. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that ,yl10U the Board ucljoul'lls, 

it adjourn to meet on :::hturday the 20th iust" at 8 o'clock 

P. ~r. 

The PUESIDENT put tile question WhtJL11tl' the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the nega

tive, a ma.jority of all the members of the Board not voting in 

fa VOl' thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Nays-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
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Commissioner lVIARTIN moved that when the Board adjourns, 

it adjourn to meet on Monday, the 22d inst, at 8 o'clock P. M. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motioll, and it was determined in the negative, a 

majority of all the members of tlw Board not voting in fayor 

thereof, as follows : 

Aye.s-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Nays-Commissioners ~tebbjns, Williamson-2. 

The PRESIDENT mo.ved that when the Board adjourns, it ad

journ to meet on Saturday, the 20th inst., at 3 o'clock P. M. 

The PBESIDEN'l' put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, a 

majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereof, as fllllows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamslln-2. 

Nays-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

The PRESIDENT moved that when the Board adjourns, it ad

journ to meet on Monday, the 22d inst., at 3 o'clock P. M. 

The PBESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, a 

a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

Nays-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

By consent, Commissioner :MARTH explained his ,-ote on the two preceding mo

tions, and stated that he ,'oted in the negative because he has legal engagements 

beyond his control, which prevent his attendance in the afternoons, 

On motion of the Pl1ESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 5.45 

o'clock P. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 24th inst., at90'clock 

A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 



Wednesday, Nov. 24, 1875.J 411 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2t1fh,1873. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STE.BBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
0' DONOHUE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 19th inst. was dispensed with. 

Grading Third Avenue. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the order of business wa5 sus
pended, and the committee of property owners, consisting of 
Messrs. T. M. ()li"er, William Cauldwell, John York and John 
L. Burnett, who oppose the grading of Third Avenue from 
147th Street to Harlem River, were received, as directed by 
the Board, at its last meeting. 

(Minutes, Noy. 19th, 1875, p.402.) 
Messrs. Oliver, Burnett and Cauldwell then addressed the 

Board in opposition to the proposed grading, and stated that 
a large majority of the property owners were opposed to it. 
That they had addressed a petition to the Board of Aldermen, 
asking that the ordinances directing the work should be re
considered, and they requested that in the mean time no fur

ther actioll- should be taken ill t"4e matter b! this :p~rartment. 
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The PRESIDENT then explained to the committee that this 

Department was only carrying ont the instructions of the 

Co~mon Council in regard to the matter. That the avenue, 

from 147th Street to Harlem River, is not now at the grade 

established by the map laying it out, and that the most the 

Department could now do was to suspend action in the matter 

for the presen t. 

Oommissioner MARTIN then offered the following reso

lution: 
Resolved, That no further action be taken in the matter of 

regulating and grading Third Avenue, from 147th Street to 
Harlem River, until ordered by the Board. 'fhat the Civil 
and Topographical Engineer report to the Board what, if any, 
changes he would recommend to be made in the established 
grade of said portion of Third Avenue, and that the Secretary 
be directed to forward a copy of this resolution to the Board 
of Aldermen. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in fa VOl' 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

The committee then retired. 

Battery Park.-Elevated Railroad. 

The PRESIDENT then stated that Mr. W. L. Scott, a director of 

the New York Elevated Railroad Company, was in attendance, 

and desired to be heard before the Board, and he moved that 

he be now received. 

Adopted. 

Mr. W. I1. Scott was then received, and he explained the 
route throng the Battery Park, which the New York Elevated 

Railroad Company desired to occupy by their road. He also 

urged on the commissioners to take some immediate action in 

the matter. 
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Commissioner MARTIN then presented the following re

port, upon the application of the said Railroad Co. for per

mission to construct its line through the Battery Park, viz. : 

Commissioner MARTIN, from the committee to whom was 
referred the application of the New York Elevated Railroad 
Company for the designation of a route across the Battery,on 
his own behalf, reports as follows: 

Under the route designated by the Commi!'lsioners of Rapid 
Transit, appointed under the Act o~ 181.''), C!l::p. 606, this rail
road company apply to the Department be- perlllission to con
strnct their road, from the s:JUtherlv end of Greenwich street, 
diagonally across the corner of die Battery to btate street, 
about 200 feet southerly from Battery place, and then, after 
passing along State street and the edge of the Battery till with
in about 200 feet northerly from Whitehall street, to enter upon 
the Battery, and cross it diagonally to a point opposite to and 
on a line with Front street. 

Reference is made to their map, which shows with pl'ecision 
the lines they propose. 

This Department has the- power to comply with their appli
cation. 

I.-The jurisdiction of the Department over the Central 
Park is defi~ed in section 4 of chapter 771 of the Laws of 1857. 
Their powers are full and exclusive to "govern, manage and 
" direct;" and they possess generally "all the power and 
"authority now by law conferred on or possessed by the 
"Common Council of said city, in respect to the public 
" squares and places in said city." 

By section 1u of chapter 383,'laws of 1870, all the parks and 
public grounds south of Canal Street, including the Battery, 
were placed under their" control and management." Those 
above Canal Street had been placed there by section 94, of 
chapter 137 of 1870. By section 6 of chapter 290, laws of 
1871, the Department are vested, in ,respect to all these parks, 
with the power and authority theretofore possessed by the 
Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New York, in 
lnnguage which follows the original section in the law of 1857, 
above quoted, They have, thbrefore, the like powers in respect 
to all the city parks. The exercise of these powers in the Cen
tral Park furnishes illustrations apposite to the present case. 

These powers may be regarded as those of ownership, with 
this exception, that they can not alienate the property, or per
mit acts out of which adverse rights can arise in favor of 
any other party (Milhau v. Sharp, 27 N. Y., 611). Within this 
restriction, they have complete power to hold and manage the 
parks, for the public use in its broadest sense, and to permit 
any structure or erections for such use thereon, 
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n.-The next question is whether the power of the Depart
ment in regard to the construction of the road is affected by 
anything in the Rapid Transit Act. The last clau!;e of sub
division 6, of section 26 of that act (Chap. 606, Laws of 1875) 
·is quoted in that light. It provides that no rail way corporation 
created under that act" shall have the right to acquire the use 
" or occupancy of public parks or squares," etc., ,. except such 
"as may have been designated for the route or routes of 
" such railway." This proyision can be read affirmatively, that 
such corporation shall have the rigl:.t to acquire the use and 
occupanny of m,clJ public parks as may be designated for the 
route or lUl1~eS of such railways. 

The provision of th 4th section of the act that the commis
sio11ers "hall fix and lletennine the route, and shall have exclu
sive power to locate it, over the lands in any county, except 
such as are containeu ill puvlic parks, should not be brought 
into conflict with the 26th !;ection, by construction, for the 26th 
section gives the power which the 4th section omits to give. 

The 4th section, after the general direction to fix and deter
mine the route, makes the power of the commissioners to locate 
it exclusive of all other authority, over all lands except public 
parks and other excepted sites and meas. 

Sub. 5, of the 26th Section, three times recognizes the fact 
that a public place may be designated for the route. But such 
designation cannot he made by the commissioners solely. They 
have not exclusive power to locate a route over a public place or 
park. The designation or location must receive the concur
rence of the authority oyer the public place or park. 

The commissioners have exercised their power by a general 
and duplicate or alternative designation "along the edge of the 
Battery and State st.," leaving it to this Department to concur 
and to fix the precise line of constl uction, within the breadth 
of the designated lOute, according to their power and their 
judgment of the public interests. 

III.--The route laid out for the company by the Rapid 
Transit Commissioners is, in the following words: 

" Beginning at the intel section ot Greenwich street and Bat
" tery Place, to, over and across Battery Place to the edge o/the 
" Battery and Slate sired, (lienee au)', through and along the edge 
" qf the Batte)':tj and State street to -Whitehall street, thence over, 
" through and along Whitehall street, to and connecting with 
" the South Ferry, Hamilton Avenue Ferry and Staten Island 
" FelTY, and from the intersection of State street and White
" hall street over and across Whitdlall street to Front street" 
(minutes of the commissioners, 2d September, 1875, p. 166). 
The description of their route is followed by a general resolu
tion (p. 169), 
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" Rf'so7ved, That whenever either of the routes hereinbefore 
" fixed and determined, crosses a street, avenue, placeol' lands, 
"such route includes, and is intended to include, and shall be 
" deemed to include such crossing, and so much of said street, 
" avenue, place or lands, as is there crossed, so as to allow and 
"enable the construction of continuous and connected linEs of 
"railway along the route 1'>0 massing." 

The language of the description and the rel'>olution indicates 
the distinction between the general designation of the route, 
and the line of actual railroad construction, to be fixed within 
the limi lS of Ute ronte, i. e., the row of posts may be placed at 
points Ull It line (within the area of the street, avenue or 
park designated a" the route), ,vhicb is loft to be determined 
by the engineers 01 the railroad corporation, or such other 
authorities as have cognizance of the subject. The designation 
of the rQute does not give the precise limitation of the engi
neers line of construction, but the breadth of surface within 
which it may be laid down. 

IV.-The designated route includes the border of the Battery, 
and permits the adoption of the proposed lihe. The words of 
the description are, " to thtl edge of the Battery and State 
street," and also, " over, through and along the edge of the 
Battery and State street." The question is, what signification 
is to be given to the phras'e " edge of the Battery." Obviously, 
it does not mean the Battery side-walk along State street, east 
of the bonndary of the Battery, for that is a part of, and is in
cluded in the term" State street." Neither does it mean the 
lineal edge of the Battery, because a l;ailroad cannot be built 
upon a mathematical line. N ecesflal'ily, therefore, it must 
mean the breadth of land along the interior border, or belt of 
the Battery, contiguous to State street. This view is sup
ported by a definition which Webster gives of the word" edge," 
viz: "the Lorder, a part adjacent to the line of division, 
" especially that which is nearest or approaching." 

The Department have, therefore, power to permit the con
struction of a road over the area of the Battery, on a line 
within a reasonable distance from State street, and this is to be 
determined by subjecting the line of favorable construction for 
the railroad, to the controlling considerations of the public use 
to which the Battery is held. The terms of the permission 
must be those of a revocable license. No estate in the land 
should be granted, and the public should be protected from 
the creation or growth of any adrerse right by possession, con
tract or legal implication. 

Vr.-The use to which the Department holds the Battery is 
for the public, as a pleasure ground. This involves the pre
servation of green-sward, foliage and paths.for the public travel. 

) 
I 
i 
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A street railroad, and even a steam railroad upon a street, have 
been declared by the courts of last resort to be consistent with, 
and in furtherance of tbe uses for which streets and avenues 
are held by the public. The use of lands for the purposes of 
thIS rai.lroad, in the Act (subllivision 5 of section 2li, chap 006), 
is "declared to be a public use, consistent with the uses for 
" which the roads, streets, avenues and public places are pub
licly held." Tbere is, therefore, nut any conflict between the 
use of the Battery as a pleasure ground, and the nses of it by 
the public for such a railroad. The utilitvl'lf1n l'SoU may be re
garded as in accordance with the ffisthetil: n,'('. TIle elljoy
ments of its natnral beauties \,"ill be of the s~m,) nature, when 
the people rille tLLmgh it all the )'(JUt I, ttS whell 'dIG}" watk along 
its paths. The uses are of ih8 Stuue dJ[lradel' and supplement 
each othet without illterference. 

There are nHtlly reasons why the nse of the Battery as an 
ornamental pleasure groulld will be interfered with less by a 
road a few yards Within its boundary, than by a road on its ex
act boundary, or on State street. 

The rows of trees 011 that boundar)" and street, whieh are as 
fine as an)" on its whole surface, will not be destroyed; and 
the line, can be laid over the green s\\'arcl wlthout injury to any 
tree of notable value. The railrOLtd strncture can be planted 
out where requisite, and it will not become the most prominent 
object, .and wholly uurelieyed, that strikes the attention of the 
visitor, as he approaches the Battery, at an)" of its entrances. 

VIl.-1'he general power of the Rapid Transit Commis
sioners to designate a route is exclusive \ ,yer all lands, except 
public parI;.:. TLeT8 this Department has power to approve 
and concur. Without this appl:oval, the (lesignation is ineffec
tual. The Commissioners baye designated a route under which 
the railroad will be built along tIle edge of the Battery, or alOllg 
the street which borders it. Since this is inevita~le, and since, 
in view of the public uses for whieh the Battery is held, there 
may be a choice, it is the obvious duty of this Department to 
exercise its power, aml to control the precise line of construc
tion. 

1, therefore, recommend that the preeise line be determined 
by the Landscape Al'chit8ct, and that an agreement with the 
company be prepared in accordance with this report. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be 

received and referred to the President and Commissioner Mar

tin, the committee appointed to consult with the Counsel to 

the CorpomtioL Oll the subject. 

(Minutes, November 19th, 1875, p. 408.) 
Adopted. 
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Mr. W. L. Scott then retired, and the order of business was 
resumed. 

The following communication was received and read: 

, Engineer Force. 

From the Superintending Engineer, stating that he will re-
quire the services of those members of the engineering force, 

whose employment expires at the end of November, 1876, for a 

longer period. 

Oommissioner MARTIN moved that the following named per

sons, now employed in the office of the Superintending En
gineer be' continued in such employment, at the rates set 

opposite their names, until the 15th December, 1875, viz. : 
C. M. Harris, Assistant Engineer ............. . 
E. A. Miller, Rodman ....................... . 
E. Kennedy, Chainman ...................... . 
D. Campbell, " .........•.............. 
J. C. Trimbell, . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. . .. . 
W. A. Jeffries, Axeman ....................... . 
Peter Kelly, . . .. . .......•.......... 

$5 00 per day. 
3 00 " " 
3 00 
3 00 " H 

3 00 " 
2 50 
2 50 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don- ! 

ohue-4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Affieck, Wm., & Co., hay, oats, etc ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Byrne & Co., hay, oats, etc ........... Maint and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..•• 

Barron, Jaa. S., & Co., brooms •.••.•••. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..••• 

$284 04 

281 13 

27 00 
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Crissey, Wm. V., & Co., ginger ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Claflin, H. B., & Co., muslin, cloth, etc .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

City Parks Imp. F. 

Surveying, Laying 

out, etc., 2Rd & 

24th Wards &c .. 

Draper, Daniel, .. sundries .............. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Ferris, Wm. L., elm trees. " ....... Oity Parks Imp F .. 

Guest, Isaac B., coal ...... , .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parl,s and P ... 

Holbrook, E. F., & Bros., glass ......... Oity Parks Imp. F. 

Holden, Hopkins &; Stokes, iron ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Johnston, J. 0., taking down awnings .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Quackenbush, Townsend & 00., hard-

ware ............................. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Maint. Harlem R. 

Bridges ....... . 

Mott, J. L., Iron Worb, stoves, &c .... Maint. and Govmt. 

$8 79 

10 00 

4 94 

----

$8 96 

10 22 

----

Parks and POo . . . $113 79 

City Parks Imp. F. 167 80 

Murphy & Nesbit, bl·icks .............. City Parks Imp. F. 

Menzies, Wm., & Son, lumber and saw-

dust. . . .. . . . . . .. . ................ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

:1Iaint. Harlem R 

$6 90 

BJ"iclp;cs. . . .. . .. 3,555 40 

$1 10 

23 73 

21 21 

100 00 

7 1)0 

12 83 

30 15 

I) 50 

19 18 

281 59 

331 70 

----- 3,562 36 

McDermot, John, meat, Oct ..•........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and Poo . . . 190 40 

Mapes, Daniel, Jr., hay, oats, etc .•.... Maint., etc., 23d & 

24 th 'yards.... 37 '71 

Merchant, S. L., &; Co., cement ......... City Parks Imp. F. 258 50 

Pratt, Chl\s., & Co., oil ....•........... City Parks Imp. F. 13 95 
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Rader, G. W., & Co., vitrified pipe ...... City Parks Imp. F. 

Stevens, Plowdon, planing out timber ... Maint. Harlem R. 

Bridges ....... . 

Tone, Theo. F., coaL ................. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

City Parks Imp. F. 

VerplllDck, Bros., robes, blankets, &c .... City Parks Imp. F. 

Maint. and Govmt. 

Parlts and P ..... 

Van Riper, Chas., powder and sundries.Maint., etc., 23d & 

24th Wards .... 

Maint. Harlem R. 

Bridges •....... 

Watrous & Willson, lumber ......... , . City P. Impt. Fund 

Ziegler, J., & Co., cloth .............. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

RECAPITULATION. 

$2040 

59 60 
----

$2'7 150 

4 25 

----
$6 50 

24 98 

Maintenance Harlem River Bridges. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . ... . .. $3,609 84 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . .•.. ......... ....... 1,229 45 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places... . . . . 1,022 3'7 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards .•................ 

Surveying, laying out, ate., 23d and 24th Wards, etc ...... 

44 21 

4 94 

$1'79 0'7 

19 18 

80 00 

31 'lIS 

31 48 

68 00 

11 25 

$5,910 81 

---- $5,910 81 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fifty.nine hundred and ten dollars 

and eighty.one cents. 
(Signed,) 

New York, November 22, 18'75. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, 

.Auditing Oommitte.. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Bartlett, J. W., lamp globes ........... Maint., etc., Harlem 

R. Bridges .•... $4 ISO 
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Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Conway, Thos., keep of horse ......... Surveying, laying' 

out, etc., 2sd and 

24 \h IV arcts .... 

Crimmins, J. D. & T. E., building sand. City Parks Imp. F. 

De Grauw, Aymar & Co., blocks and 

rope ................... . Maint. Ihdelll R 

Bridges ....... . 

Hunter, Keller & Co., gas.pipe ....... Maint. aHI GOYIllt. 

Parks uEc1 P .. ~ 

Lefferts, Marshall, Jr., galvanize<l iron. City Pa,·];e. T"'pj .. F. 

Mc:\!' ab & Harlin Mfg. Co., waste, solder, 

etc .... , .. _ ...................... . 1Ii~int. ftnd UO\'111t. 

Norris & Williams, plumbing and nm· 

terials. . . .. . . .. . . . . ........... Main!.. ([ll(l GOYlllt. 

Parks uncl r .... 
City Parks Impt. F. 

Titus, Sarah, services ................ Maint. and Govmt. 

23d and 24th 

Wards ........ . 

Tone, Theo. F., coal. ................ Maint. Harlem R. 

Bridges ....... . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

[ Wednesday, 

84950 

B2 50 

155 09 

$14 00 

$54 00 

16 00 

58 80 

68 65 

17 70 
15 68 

17 58 

157 59 

12 50 

Parks and P. .. . 7 00 

Valentine & Briggs, rent of office, Oct .. Maint. 23d and 24th 

'IYards ........ . 

Voorhis, John D., pavement .......... City Parks Impt. F. 

The World, advertising ............ , .Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

REOAPITULATION. 

City Parks Improvement Fund ........................ . 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ....... . 

$729 57 
99 08 

21 00 

80 00 

500 00 

4 80 

$974 30 
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Maintenance Harlem River Bridges .•... , " ....•.....• $87 15 

42 50 

16 00 

Maintenance 23d and 24th vYards ................... ". 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d amI 24th Wards ...... . 

~-- $9'1430 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of nine hnndred and seventy-four 

dollars and thirty cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, November 2gd, 1875. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

,JO,,8PH J. O'DONOHUE, 

Auditing Committee. 

The Pm~sIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members ot the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue--4. 

Title to Streets, &c., in 23d Ward. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 
Re.solved, That the resolution passed by this Board on the 27th 

day of October, 1875, requesting th(cl Corporation Counsel to 
take proceedings for acquiring title to certain streets in the 
23d Ward, be amended by striking from the list of such streets, 
" 167th street, from Jerome (late Central) Avenue to the South
ern Boulevard." 

(Minutes, October 27th, 1875, p. 353.) 
Adopted. 

Clerical Force, pay of. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the salaries of 1111 employes, now 

charged in the proportion or one-half to maintenance of parks 
and places and one-half to construction, be charged, from 

November 1st, 1875, and until further order, in the proportion 
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of one-fourth to maintenance of parks and places, and three

fourths to construction. 

(Minutes, September 23d, 1875, p. 288.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

a.gree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Reduction of Salaries. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the importance of a, reduction in the expenses 
of the City Government, is plainly demanded by the public 
voice, and, in obedience thereto, this Department orders

First.-That all salaries of $1,000 and up to $2,000 be, and 
they are hereby, reduced by 5 per cent. thereon. 

Second.-'All salaries above $2,000 and up to $4,000 be, and 
are hereby, reduced 10 per cent. thereon. 

Third.-All salaries above $4,000 be, and the same are here
by, reduced 15 pel' cent. thereon. 

Fou,rth.-These reductions shall take effect from and after 
the 1st December next. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said resolution be 

laid on the table until the next meeting of the Board. 
Adopted. 

Central Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preambles and resolu
tion: 

Wherea8, Thomas Hayden, the contractor for building a new 
draw for, and placing it in proper position in, the Central 
bridge, over the Harlem River, is not entitled to any payment 
on account of said contract, and has, by abandoning said 
work, forfeited aU his rights in said contract. 

And whereas, Said new draw is now being built by days' 
work, as authori7.ed by the Common Council; therefore, 

Resolved, That no payment be made to said Thomas Hayden 
on account of said contract, and that the Comptroller of the 
city be notified of this resolu tion. 

(Minutes, May 7th, 1875, p. 16.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Central Bridge. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Whereas, It is disadvantageous to keep the draw of Central 
bridge closed. . 

Resolved, That the work on the repairs to said bridge be 
placed under the Superintendent of Parks, and that he be 
directed to place double gangs on said work, and to report 
without dela,y whether any more men should be employed in 
order to have the work on the bridge completed as soon as 
practica,ble. 

(Minutes, November 5th, 1875, p. 369.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it wa,s determined 
in the affirmatIve, a, ma,jority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Streets in portion of 24th Ward. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Civil and Topographical Engineer be 
directed to prepare and submit to this Board plans for streets, 
roads and avenues within that section of the 24th Ward 
which is bounded by Jerome (late Central) Avenue, Woodlawn 
Cemetr)" the Harlem Railroad and the Sonthern Boulevard, 
together with an estimate of the cost of construction. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution as a 

substitute therefor : 
Resolved, That the Civil and Topographical Engineer and 

Landscape Architect be directed to prepare and submit to this 
Board plans for streets, roads and avenues within that section 
of the 24th Ward which is bounded by Jerome (late Central) 
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Avenue, Woodlawn Cemetry, the Radem Railroad and the 
Southern Boulevard, together with an estimate of the cost of 
construction. 

(Minutes, November 5th, 1875, p. 370.) 

The PRESIDEKT put the question 'Vhe~lhGr the Board would 
agree to said substitute offered by Corn~llissioner MARTIN, and 

it was determined in the affirmative, :1 majority of all the 

members of the Board voting in favor thereot, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

16'7t.h Street, 23d \Varc1. 

Commissioner J\lARTI~~ offered the follol'.-ing resollltion : 

Resolved, That the Civil aDd Topographical ElJgineel' and 
Landscape Architect be directed to prep!U'o ~~md Euh mit to this 
Board plans for altering and amen:liug tho lines and gn'.lles of 
I67th Street, from Jerome (late CentraJ) Avenue to Union 
Avenue, and an exteosion of sa,ic1167th St:L'8et to the Southern 
Boulevard. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved thr\,t said resolution be 

amended by striking therefrom the words "and Landscape 

Architect." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whEther the Board would 

agree to said motion to amend, and it was determined in the 

negative, a majority of aU the members of the Board not 

voting in favor theroof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

Noes-CommissioD8TS Martin, O'Donohne- 2. 
'I'he PRESIDEN'l' put the question ..-"hethor the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was deterrnined in the negative, 

a majority of an the members of the B03,rd not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Dollohue--2. 

Noes-Oommissioners Stebbins, "Yiniamsoll-2. 

Marion Avenue. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Oivil and Topographical Engineer and 
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Landscape Architect be directed to prepare and submit to 
this Board plans and profiles of the granes of Marion Avenue 
in the Twenty-fourth Ward, from Kingsbridge Road to Ridge 
Street. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said resolution be 
amended by striking therefrom the words "and Landscape 
Architect." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion to amend, and it was determined in the 
negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the Board adjourned at 

12.30 o'clock P. M., to meet at 4 o'clock this afternoon. 
WM. IImw, 

Secretary,D. P. P . 
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.WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24th, 1873 . 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Oommissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN • 

" WILLIAMSON. 
" O'DONOHUE. 

The mmutes of the previous meeting of the 19th instant 
were read and approved, and on motion of the PRESIDENT the 
reading of the minutes of the previous meeting of this date 

was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Concord Ave. 

From the Health Department, with reference to the con
dition of Ooncord Avenue. 

Also from the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards 

reporting on the same subject. 
The PRESIDENT stated that, as requested by the Board on the 

29th September, 1875, he had applied to the Oounsel to the 
Oorporation for his advice as to the proper method to proceed 
with the completion of the grading of said Avenue, but had 
not as yet received his reply. That he had replied to the 
Health Department sbting the action taken by this Depart
ment in relation to said A venue, and forwarding a copy of the 
report of the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, and 
moved that his action be approved. 

!Sept. 29th, 1875, p. 295.) 
Adopted. 
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Battery Sea Wall. 

From the Comptroller of the city, stating that he had de
ducted $338.37 from the final estimate of Mr. A. J. Howell, the 
contractor for repairin~ the sea-wall at the Battery, that 
amount being for extra work not included in the contract. 

(Minutes, May 21st, 1875, p. 38.) 
Referred to the President to reply. 

Deficiencies of 1873. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution adopted 
by said Board on the 25th inst, ~iz. : 

"Resolved, That the sum of five thousand clollars ($5,000) is 
" hereby transferred from the appropriation for 'Fire Depart
" 'ment Fund,' 1874, the same being in excess of the amount 
" required for the objects and purposes thereof, to the appro
"priation for 'Maintenance and Government of Parks and 
" Places,' 1873, the same being insufficient." 

(Minutes, Oct. 12, 1875, p. 332.) 
Filed. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

From the Executive Committee of the American Museum of 
Natural History, requesting that a watchman be placed at the 
Museum of Natural History building, as a large quantity of 
valuable collections will be stored in the building during the 

winter. 
(Minutes, Nov. 19, 1875, p. 405.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had directed the Superintend
ent of Parks to detail a watchman as requested, and moved 

. that his action be approved. 
Adopted. 

Filling at Manhattan Square. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally with reference to the sub
ject of the delivery of filling on Manhattan Square by the con

tractor, and presented a letter from the Superintending En-

.. 

• 
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gineer,stating that about 2,300 cubic yards have been delivered. 

That the contractor is delivering the filling at the rate of about 
250 to 300 cubic yards a-day, and that he does not know that 
there will be any loss to the city in the event of the time speci- -
:fled in the contract being overrun. 

(Minutes, Nov. 19, 1875, p. 402.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be re

ceived. 
Adopted. 

College Avenue, 24th Ward. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the authorities of St. John's Col
lege in the 24th Ward had called on him and represented that 
Mr. John B. Haskin had erected one, and was in the act' of 
erecting a second honse on the line of College Avenue in front 
of the property of the college. 

That he had inBtructed the Civil and Topographical Engi
neer and the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards to 
examine the matter and report to him, which reports he then 
submitted to the Board. 

It appearing from these reports that the houses seem to 
stand on College Avenue, but that there is a question raised as 
to whether that portion of College Avenue on which th8Y are 
erected was ever dedicated aa a public street by Mr. Haskin, 
whose property the street originally was, 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that both the authorities of 
St. John's College and Mr. John B. Haskin be requested to 
furnish this Department with copies of all deeds and other 
documents relating to the subject of the dedication of said 
College Avenue as a public street, and also that they submit 
in writing any statement they may desire to make on the sub

ject. 
Adopted. 

Offices at Fordham, in 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the lease of the offices at Ford· 
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ham for the use of the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th 

Wards expires on the 1stJ anuary next, and that it was neces

sary to renew the lease for another year or make some other 

provision. 
Commissioner O'DoNOHUE moved that the subject of procur

ing offices for the u"e of the Superintendent of the 23d and 

24th Wards for the year 1876, be referred to the President 

with power. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

a.gree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majo~ity of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Reduction of Salaries. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the preamble and 

resolution offered by the President with relation to the reduc

tion of salaries, and laid on the table at the meeting of the 

Board held this day, be now taken from the table. 

Adopted. 

(Minutes, Nov. 24, 1875, p. 422.) 
Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following preamble 

and resolution, as a substitute therefor : 

lV7Iereas, The amounts of the salaries now paid by this De
partment are not properly adjust.ed to the character and extent 
of the services rendered by the officers and employes; because 
many of them have been at various times fixed or altered, and 
by changes in the allotment of duties, have become dispropor
tioned to the value of the services rendered. 

Whereas, Some of the positions now held in the Department, 
are filled by persons who are incompetent to the duties put 
upon them, and some of them are unnecessary and ought to be 
abolished; 

And whereas, under these circumstances, the proportionate 
reduction proposed in the resolution of the President, works 
inequality and injustice among the employes of the Depart
ment, some of whom are now filling superfluous offices and 
others doing faithful work for inadequate compensation; 

And whereas, the resolution does not reduce the salary of 
the President: 



November 24, 1875] 431 

Resolved, That the reduction proposed in the report of Com
missioner J\Iartin, presented on the 19th November, 1875, and 
now made to the Board, be adopted, with the following modifi
cations, to take effect on 1st December, ]875: 

In the Secretary's Bureau: 
To reduce Mr. I. Evans to ........................ ' . . . . . . ... . . $2,500 

Ml'. D. P. Lord to ........•........•........... , . ... 2,1100 
To discharge Mr. F. C. A. Hecker. 

In the Disbursing Clerk's Office: 
To discharge Mr. G. H. Harrison. 
To reduce Mr. W. Van Valkenburgh to............ ............. 3,500 

In the Property Clerk's Office: 
To vacate the office and discharge the incumbent. 

In the Bureau of Construction: 
To reduce General George S. Greene to.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . • • . • 4,500 

In the Superintending Engineer's Office: 
To reduce Mr. John Bogart, Superintending Engineer, to.. .. •..•• 4,500 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolution offered by Commissioner 
Martin, and it was determined in the negative, a majority of all 
the members of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as fol

lows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Donohue-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said original preamble and resolution, and it was de
termined in the negative, a majority of all the members of the 
Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, WiIliamson-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board ad
journed at 6:30 o'clock P. M., to meet on Monday, the 29th inst. 
at 4:30 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29th, 1873 . 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4::30 O'CLOCK, P. ]II. 

Present-Oommissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
I' 

WILLIAMSON. 

O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the two previous meetings of the 24th inst. 
were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Menagerie . 

. From the Oounsel to the Oorporation, stating that the con

templated improvements and repairs, recommenued to be 
made to the Menagerie by Commissioner Martin in his report 

.from the Executive Committee, which was presented to the 
Board on the 17th inst., seem to come plainly within the 
provisions of Section 1, Chapter 608, Laws of 1875, and that he 
has no doubt that the expenses thereof can be paid out of the 
fund authorized to be raised by said section. 

(MinuteR, Nov. 17th, 1875, p. 3138.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the said report presented by 
Oommissioner Martin to the Board on the 17th inst., recom
mending certain improvements and repairs to be made to the 
Menagerie, be adopted iby the Board, and that the improve
men~s and repairs thereby recommended be made, and the cost 
of the work charged to the fund provided by Section one, 

Chap. 608. Laws of 1875. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting ill favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson,O'Don
ohue-4. 

Boston Avenue, Twenty-third ·Ward. 

From Mr. W. H. Grant, Engineer in charge of the work of 
paving Third Avenue, in the Twenty-third Ward,recommending 
that a slight change be made in the grade of Boston Avenue 
at its junction with Third Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 
to the Civil and Topographical Engineer to report upon. 

Adopted. 

Central Bridge. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that he had 
placed six laborers and four carpenters additional on the work 
of repairing the draw of Central Bridge, and had given orders 
that the entire force work nine hours instead of eight. 

(Minutes, Nov. 24th, 1875, p. 423.) 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication be re

ceived, and the action of the Superintendent approved by the 

Board. 
Adopted. 

Suspension of Laborers. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that he had 
suspended nine laborers on the city parks, on accoun~ of there 
not being sufficient work at this season of the year to keep 

them all employed. 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication be 

received, and the action of the Superintendent approved by the 
Board. 

Adopted. 

... 
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Henry Rown, Gate-keeper. 

From Henry Rown, gate-keeper, resigning his position from 
the 25th inst. 

Accepted . 

College Avenue, 24th Ward. 

From Mr. John H. Harnett, attorney for St. John's College, 
stating that all the documents bearing upon the subject of the 
alleged encroachments on College Avenue, in the 24th Ward. 
by Mr. John B. Haskin, will be furnished to the Department 
as soon as possible. 

Also from Mr. John B. Haskin, asking to be excused from 
furnishing the Department with any documents relating to said 
subject for the present. 

(Minutes, Nov. 24th, 1875, p. 429.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communications 

be laid on the table. 
Adopted. 

Third Avenue, grading. 

From :Mr. William Cauldwell, explaining that he onlyop
posed the grading of Third Avenue between 141st and 147th 
Streets. and that he considered the grading of said avenue 
from 141st Street to Harlem River to be imperatively neces
sary, to give status to the avenue for b41siness purposes. 

(Minutes, Nov. 24th, 1875, p. 411.) 
The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 

. to the Civil and Topographical Engineer, fur his consideration 
when reporting upon the grade of said avenue. 

(Minutes, Nov. 24th, 1875, p. 412.) 

Adopted. 
Berrian Avenue, flagging. 

From Mr. Philip Duffy, on behalf of himself and a number 
of other property owners on the line of Berrian Avenne, be
tween Kingsbridge Road and Isaac Street, requesting that they 
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be permitted to lay the flagging on the sidewalk on the west 

side of said avenue, as directed by the Common Council, at 
their own expense. 

(Minutes, Nov. 19th, 1875, p. 402.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that permission be granted 

to the property owners along said portion of Berrian A venue 

to lay said flagging on the Ridewalk at their own expense, 
the work to be done uncler the directions of the Engineer of 
Construction, and to be completed before April 1st, 1876; 
and that in the meantime, all other action in the matter be sus

pended. 

Adopted. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

From Mr. Henry Lewis Morris, requesting that the location 
for the proposed bridge over Harlem River, from 139th Street 

on the west side, to 138th Street on the east side, of said river, 
be changed to Fifth A venue on the west side and 149th Street 
on the east side of said river. 

(Minutes, Jan. 30th, and Nov. 19th, 1875, pp. 490 and 403.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communication 

be referred to the President, with the request that he reply 

thereto, that it is not considered expedient to change the loca
tion heretofore determined upon. 

Adopted. 

Westchester Avenne, 23d Ward. 

Commissioner MARTIN, from the Executive Committee, re

ported verbally in favor of widening Westchester Avenue, in 

the 23d Ward, to 100 feet, and he presented a letter from the 

Civil and Topographical Engineer on the subject, together with 
a map or plan of said avenue, from Third Avenue to the Bronx 

River. 
(Minutes, November 17th, 1875, p. 388.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received and 

adopted by the Board. 
Adopted. 

.. 

.. 
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Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following preamble 

and resolution: 

Whereas, The Commissioners of the Department of Public 
Parks of the city of New York, or a majority of them, deem 
the changes (specified on the map or plan hereinafter men
tioned) in the streets, roads and avenues, as laid down and es
tablished by the Commissioners appointed under Chapter 84J 
of the Laws of 1868, on a map of the same, filed in the office 
of the register of the county of Westchester, on the 23d day of 
February, 1871, to be required; therefore 

Resolved, That under and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on the said Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks 
of the city of New York, by Chapters 329 and 604 of the Laws 
of 1874, they do hereby layout the streets, roads and avenues 
within the 23d Ward of the city of New York, lying north and 
east of a line commencing at the termination of the southerly 
line of 155th Street, at or in the Hudson River; running 
thence easterly along said southerly line of 155th Street, and 
a prolongation of said line to the middle of Harlem River; 
and running thence southerly along the middle of said Har
lem River to the Sound, north of Randel's Island, shown on 
a map or plan entitled" A map or plan of Westchester Ave
nue, ill the Twenty-third Ward of the city of New York, from 
Third Avenue to the Bronx River," dated" New York, No
vember 27th, 1875," and signed" J. J. R. Croes, Civil and 
Topographical Enginet)r," of the widths, extent and direc
tion that said streets, roads and avenues are designated on 
said map or plan by red lines, figures and color; and that the 
widths, extent and direction of the said streets, roads and 
avenues, so laid out, are such as to the said Commissioners, 
or a majority of them, seem most conducive to the public 
good; and that the President of the Department cause the 
several streets, roads and avenues to be surveyed and desig
nated by proper mOlluments, where the same are not already 
so designated; also to have prepared and submitted to this 
Board three similar maps or plans and profiles of the same, to 
be filed in pursuance of said laws above mentioned. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue~. 
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Morningside Park. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that the building of the wall 

of Morningside Park, from 110th to 114th Street, as requested 
by the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works, would 
have to be done by contract; that before a contract could be 
executed, the season would be so far advanced that no mason
work could be executed, so that the work could not be done 
before next srdng; and that he had so informed the Com
missioner of the Department of Public Works. 

(Minutes, November, 17th, 1875, p. 387.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be re

ceived and adopted. 

Adopted. 

Suspension Bridge. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, that the President be authorized and requested to 

instruct the Counsel to the Corporation to commence proceed
ings to acquire the t,itle, for the public use, to the approaches 
to the proposed suspension bridge across the Harlem River 
north of the bridge known as the" High Bridge," but not more 
than half a mile therefrom, as the same are shown on the 
maps thereof filed by this Department. 

(November 3d, 1875, p. 365.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Extension of Webster and Brook A vehues. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the communication of the 
late Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting the map or 
plan of Brook and Webster Avenue extension, presented to the 
Board on April 23d, 1875, be taken from the table. 

(Minutes, April 30th and June 29th, 1875, pp. 691 and 114.) 

Adopted. 
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Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following preamble 

-and resolution: 

Whereas, the Commissioners of the Department of Public 
Parks of the city of New York, or a majority of them, deem the 
changes (specified on the map or plan hereinafter mentioned) 
in the streets, roads and avenues as laid down and established 
b.Y the commissioners appointed under Chapter 841 of the Laws 
of 1868, on a map of the same, filed in the office of the Register 
of the county of Westchester on the 23d day of February, 1871, 
to be required; therefore, 

- Resolved, That under and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on the said Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks 
pf the city of New York by Chapters 329 and 604 of the Laws 
pf 1874, they do hereby layout the streets, roads and avenues 
within the 23d and 24th Wards of the city of New York lying 
north and east of a line commencing at the termination of the 
southerly line of 155th Street, at or in the Hudson River; run
ning thence easterly along said southerly line of 155th Street, . 
and a prolongation of said line to the middle of Harlem River; 
and running thence southerly along the middle of said Harlem 
River to the Sound north of Randel's Island, shown on a map 
or plan entitled "A map or plan for the extension of Brook 
Avenue, for the widening and extension of "Webster Avenue 
through the valley of Mill Brook, and for adjacent and con
necting streets," dated "February 9th, 1875," and signed 
.. Geo. S. Greene, Civil and Top'l Engineer," of the width, ex
tent and direction that said streets, roads and avenues are des
ignated on said map or plan by red lines, figures and color, and 
that the width, extent and direction of the said streets, 
roads and avenues so laid out 11,re such as to the said Commis
sioners, or a majority of them, seem most conducive, to the 
public good; and that the President of the Department cause 
the said several streets, roads and avenues to be surveyed and 
designated by proper monuments, where, the same are not 
already so designated; also to have prepared and submitted to 
this Board three similar maps or plans and profiles of the 
same, to be filed in pursuance of said laws above mentioned. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the me::nbers of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 
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Reduction of Salaries. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the subject of the re

duction of salaries be now taken up. 

(Minutes, Nov. 24, 1875, p. 430.) 

Adopted. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the salary of Mr. John Bogart, Superintend
ing Engineer, be reduced from $5,200 to $40,500. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution as a substi

tute therefor: 

Resolved, That the importance of a reduction in the expenses 
of the City Government is plainly demanded by the public 
voice, and in obedience thereto this Department orders

F1·Tst.-That all salaries of $1,000 and up to $2,000 be and 
they are hereby rec1~lced hy 5 pel' cent. thereon. 

Second.-All saIane:; above $2,000 and up to $4,000 be and 
are hereby reduced 10 per cent. thereon. 

'PhiTd.-All salaries above $4,000 be and the same are hereby 
reduced 15 per cent. thereon. 

Fourth.-These reductions shall take effect from and after 
the 1st December next. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said substitute offered by the President, and it 
was determined in the negative, a majority of all the members 

of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

Noes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Dollohue-2. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE then moved that said original 
resolution be amended to read as follows: 

Resolved, That the salaries of the following named employes 
be fixed at the rate set opposite their names respectively, from 
December 1st, 1875, viz. : 
George S. Greene, Engineer of Construction .... . .... $5,000 
John Bogart, Superintending Engineer. . . . . . . . .. ..... 5,000 
J. J. R. Croes, Civil and Top'l Engineer. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5,000 

Oommissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said amended resolu

tion be amended by striking therefrom the following: "George 

S. Greene, Engineer of Construction, $5,000." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board Would 
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agree to said motion to amendment moved by Commissioner 
Williamson, and it was determined in the negative, a majority 
of all the members of the Board not voting in favor thereof~ 
as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2~ 
The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree to said motion moved by Commissioner O'Dono
hue, and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority of 
all the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as fol
lows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree to said original resolution as amended, and it was 
determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of 
the Boa.rd voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'l>onohue-3. 
No-CommisHioner Stebbins-I. 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that the salaries of Mr. Isaac 

Evans, Assistant Secretary, and Mr. D. P. Lord, First Clerk, b& 
reduced from $3,000 to $2,500. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that the office of Property 

Clerk be abolished. 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved as a substitute therefor, 

that the Executive Committee be instructed to visit and ex
amine the offices of the Property Clerk and the Disbursing 
Olerk and report. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said substitute moved by Oommissioner O'Donohue, 
and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the 
members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-0ommissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
No-Oommissioner Stebbins-I. 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the salary of Mr. W. 

D. Beall, clerk, be fixed at $1,200, and that his title be changed 
to "Second Olerk." 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved as a substitute therefor, 
that the further consideration of the subject of salaries be laid 
on the table until the next meeting of the board. 

Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 6:40 
o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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REGULAR MEETING-IO O'CLOCK A. ~I. 

Present-Oommissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned without 

tra~lsaeting any business, to meet on Friday, the 3d inst., at 
o'doek P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3d, 187~. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 

O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of November 29th, 
and December 1st, 1875, were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Battery Park-Elevated Railroad. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, with relation to the 

question of the construction of the line of the New York Eleva

ted Railroad Company through the Battery Park, in which he 
states as follows, viz. : 

" It so happens that the whole matter" * * * " is 
" entirely within your dispos(tl. By Chapt8r 290 of the Laws 
"of 1871, it is provided that the Park Commissioners' shall 
" , possess all the powers and authority heretofore possessed 
" 'by the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of said city;' 
" and the power has been continued by the Charter of 1873 to 
" the present time, so that all the authority vi the City over 
"the Battery resides in the P",tl~ Departmellt. uncler its 
" earliest Charter the city acquired an absolute ownership in, 
" fee simple in a strip of land all round the island between 
"high and low water-mark-an ownership without limita
" tion of any kind not coupled with any trust. For the most 
" part, this strip of land has been sold by the city, and is built 
" upon and owned now by private persoIls. This ownership is 
!! /in entirely different title from any which the city gets by 
II ~p.thority of the State, and by exercising the right of eminent 
If domaiq. lq Iljll t4ese l~tter cases !t Plal IJe ~uestiou~bl~ 
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/, whether the land so assigned is not always held as a. public 
" trust for limited purpose:; and uses, but in the case of this strip 
" of land, it is owned by the city absolutely, with all the powers 
" of disposition that a private individual has over his property. 
" This strip of land at the Battery covers the entire width of 
"Greenwich Street at its junction with Battery Place, and 
"runs through the Battery to the edge of the Battery ano. 
" State Street, in about the line indicated as the most desira
" ble to be pursued in this case." 

Filed. 
(Minutes, Nov. 24th, 1875, p. 412.) 

Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following resolution: 
Resohed, That it be referred to the Landscape Architect to 

examine and report forthwith on the best route for the 
construction of the line of the New York Elevated Railway 
Oompany from the corner of Battery Place and Greenwich 
Street to Whitehall Street, in view of the purposes for which 
the Battery is now held. 

Adopted. 
Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Counsel to the Corporation be requested 

to prepare and submit to the Board such agreement between 
this Department and the New York Elevated Railroad Com
pany in respect to their route between Battery Place and 
Whitehall Street, or such preambles and resolutions as he may 
recommend, with his opinion on any points that may arise. 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following preamble and reso
lution: 

Whereas, The Counsel to the Corporation states in his opin
ion to the Department, dated December 1st, 1875, when 
referring to public parks, the ownership of which the city gets 
by authority of the State, that" in all thuse" * * * "cases 
it may be questionable whether the land so acquired is not 
always held as a public trust for limited purposes and uses." 

Resolved, That he be, and hereby is, requested to inform this 
Board whether, in his judgment, the Oommissioners appointed 
under Chapter 606 of the Laws of 1875, have the legal right to 
designate a route for a railroad over or through the Battery 
Park or any portion of it. 

And whether the Commissioners governing this Department 
baVI;) the legal right to aUQw the New York :§levated Railroa.d 

.., _.J . '. .' ~ _ __ \ -" -, ~. ~ -'_'" c 

.. 



Company to construct its lifie over or thfotigh said Battery 
Park or any portion of it. 

Adopted. 

Concord Avenue. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation stating that if this De

partment completes the work of regulating and grading Con
cord Avenue in the 2.Jd Ward, it will have to do so in accord· 
ance with the laws in existence for such works in the late town 
of Morrisania prior to the 1st day of January, 1874. That it 
is doubtful whether there is now any power to raise the funds 
necessary for the prosecution of wurks under such laws; and 
recommending that application be made to the Legislature to 
anthorize the work of completing this improvement on Con
cord A venue, to be done under and in accordance with the 
general provisions of law relating to similar works in this 

-city. 
(Minutes, Nov. 24, 1875, p. 427.) 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication ~e 
received and filed, and that the President be requested to have 
prepared and submitted to the Board a draft act, as reaom
mended by the Counsel to the Corporation. 

Adopted. 

Pay-Rolls. 

From the Comptroller of the city, returning the pay-rolls of 
the laborers for the two weeks ending November 2l)th, 1875, 
and stating that "upon examination it is found that they are 
"not in accordance with" his "request of November 3d," 
1875, " requiring a separate pay~roll for each different work on 
"which the labor or service has been performed, charged to 
" the several appropriations or funds to which they belong." 

Filed. 
(Minutes, Nov. 5th, 1875, p. 367.) 

Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following preambles 

and resolutions : , 
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--Whereas The pay-roll of the Department for the two weeks 
ending November 20, 1875, which was returned by the Comp
troller on 2d im,t., has been made out according to the forms 
prescribed by the Finance Department'and long in use; and 

"Whereas, The letter of the Comptroller of the 3d November, 
1875, did not prescribe any new or different forms, and requested 
only that we should s\3nd "a separate pay-roll for each class 

_ of work," which was complied with by showing the distinction 
between the only classes of work known in the Department, 

-that of ., :M aintennnce" and" Construction." 
Whe'J"eas,The Comptroller is in ,wrOl" in stating in his letter 

of 2d inst. that the pay-roll which he returns is" not in ac
cOl'dance" with his request of November ::ld. 
- Whereas, He does not in his letter prescribe any new forms 
for rendering accounts or make any intelligible indication of 
what separation on the pay-rolls he wants by omitting to de-

"fine what he means by "different "works ;" and 
Whereas, The accounts of the labor of the men on the pay

roll cannot, as the accounts have been kept, be separated with 
any accuracy : 

Resolved, That Mr. Green be requested to pay the men on the 
pay-rolls which are hereby returned to him for that purpose. 

That he be requested, if he desires to prescribe any new 
or different forms for rendering accounts, to send the same to 
the Department for future pay-rolls . 
. : The PRESIDENT offered the following preambles and resolu

tion as a substitute for those offered by Commissioner Martin: 

Whereas, On the request of the Comptroller of the city, con
tained in his letter of the 3d November, 1875, the laborers' 
pay-r()lls for the two weeks ending the 6th November, 187~), WaS 

prepared in three separate rolls, which proved satisfactory to 
the Finance Department, and the laborers were all paid; and 

Whereas,_ The subsequent laborers' paJ -roll for the two 
weeks ending November 20th, 1875, has not been so separated, 
and in consequence the laborers have not recei ved their pay. 

Resolved, 'l'hat the laborers' pay-roll for the two weeks end
ing November 20th, 1875, be prepared and separated in the 
same manner as that for the two weeks ending November 6th, 
1875, and that the same course be pursued in the future until 
further order. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said substitute offered by the President, and it was 

determined in the negative, a majority of all the members of 

the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
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Commissioner WILLIAMSON then moved that the preambles 

and resolution offered by Commissioner Martin be separated. 
Adopted. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said preambles offered by Commissioner Martin, and 
it was determined in the negative, a majority of all themem

bers of the Boal'd not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Aye-Commissioner Martin-I. 
Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agr.ee to said resolution offered by Commissioner Martin, and 
it was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the mem

bers of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Pay of Laborers. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council forwarding copies 
of the following preambles and resolutions adopted by the 
Board of Aldermen, on November 8th and ~3d, 1875, respect
ively. 

Whereas, The people of this city have, at the late election, declared in the most 
emphatic and unmistakeable terms against the wisdom of reduction of the laborers 
wages by. the heads of the several Depart.ments; and 

Whereas" It is the part and duty of wise public officials to recognize as final and 
conclusive the decision of the sovereign people; now, therefore, 

Resolved, That. we, the Common Council, in the name of the people of the city, 
whom we directly represent, do most respectfnlly and earnestly renew our recent 
demand that the heads of the severRl Departments reconsider their action, and 
restore, without delay, the wages of the public laborers to their former standard. 

Whereas, This Common Couueil has ordered, by unauimous vote, that the pay 
of the laborers shall be $2 per day, and as it is impol'tant that this B0al'd should 
be informed by the heads of the several Departments of the City Government if 
it is intended by them to conform to the direction thus given by the Common 
Council; be it therefore 

Resolved, That the heads of the several Departments of thp City Government 
be, and they are hereby, required to report to this Board, at i:.s next meeting. if 
they intend to obey the order of this Common Council, making such increase in 
the daily wages of the laborers, or if they still intend to persist in refusing to 
comply with the said order so increasing the pay of laborers in the employ of the 
City Government. 

(Minutes, August 18th, 1875, p. 206.) 
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Filed. 

Commissioner WILLiAMSON moved that the President be 

requested to inform the Board of Aldermen that no ,reduction 
has, as yet, been made by this Department in the pay of 
laborers. 

Adopted. 

Superintendent's Report. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting on the progress 
of the work under his charge for the four weeks ending Nov. 
20th, 1875. 

(Minutes, November 3d, 1875, p. 357.) 
Filed. 

Streets in 24th Ward. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting a 
plan for streets, roads and avenues within a portion of that 
section of the 24th Ward, which is bounded by Jerome Avenue 
Woodlawn Cemetery, the Harlem Railroad and the Southern 

Boulevard. 
(Minutes, Nov. 24th, 1875, p. 423.) 

Filed. 
The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Re8olved, That under and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks 
of the city of New York, by Ohapters 329 and 604 of the Laws 
of 1874, they do hereby layout the streets, road and avenues 
within the ~4th Ward of the city of New York, lying north and 
eaRt ot a line commencing at the termination of the southerly 
line of 155th Street, at or in the Hudson River; running 
thence easterly along said southerly line of 155th Street, and 
a prolongation of said line to the middle of Harlem River; 
and running thence southerly along the middle of said Harlem 
River to the Sound, north of Randel's Island, shown on a map 
or plan entitled "A map or plan of streets, avenues and roads 
in the 24th Ward of the city of New York north of the 
Southern Boulevard and west of the Harlem Railroad," dated 
"New York, December 3d, 1875," and signed" J. J. R. Cmes, 
Civil and Topographical Engineer," of the widths, extent and 
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direction that said streets, roads and avenues are designated on 
said map or plan by red lines, figures and color; and that the 
widths, extent and direction of the said streets, roads and 
avenues so laid out are such as to the said Commissioners, 
or a majority of them, seem most conducive to the public 
good; and that the Presidel1t of the Department cause the 
several streets, roads and avennes to be surveyed and desig
nated by proper ID0numents, where the same are not already 
so designated; also to have prepared and submit to this Board 
three similar maps or plans and profiles of the same, to be 
filed in pursuance of said laws above mentioned. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ahue-4. 

Boston Avenue, 23d Ward. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting in 
favor of the change of the grade of Boston Avenue in the 23d 
Ward, at its junction with Third Avenue, recommended by Mr. 
Wm. H. Grant, Engineer, and submitting a plan and profile 
of the proposed change. 

(Minutes, Nov. 29th, 1875, p. 434.) 

Filed. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following preamble and 

resolution: 
Whereas, The Commissioners of the Department of Public 

Parks of thb city of New York, or a majority of them, deem 
the changes (specified on the plan and profile hereinafter men
tioned) in the fi:ltreets, roads and avenues, as laid down and es
tablished by the Commissioners appointed under Chapter 841 
of the Laws of 1868, on a map of the same, filed in the office of 
the Register of the county of Westchester, on the 23d day of 
February, 1871, to be required; therefJre, 

Resolved, That under and by virtue of the POWel"S conferred 
on the said Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks 
of the city of New York, by Chapters 329 and 604 of the Laws 
p~ 1~74, they dQ hereby alter, amenq and ~stablish the grades 
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. of the streets, roads and avenues within that part of the 23d 
Ward of the city of New York which formerly constituted the 
town of Morrisania, and which lies north and east of a line 
commencing at the termination of the r;outherly line of 155th 
Street at or in the Hudr;on river; running thence easterly 
along said r;outherly line of 155th Street, and a prolongation 
of said line to the middle of Harlem river; and running thence 
suutherly along the middle of said Harlem river to the sound, 
north of Randel's Island, shown on a plan and profile entitled 
" Plan and profile showing grades of portions of the 3d Avenue 
and Boston A venue, as altered, amended. and established by 
the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks, in pur
suance of Chapters 329 and 604 of the Laws of 1874," dated 
"New York, December, 3d, 1875," and signed" J. J. R. Cwes, 
Civil and Topographical Engineer," OT the extent and direction 
that said grades are designated on said plan and profile, and 
that the grades so altered, amended and established are such as 
to the said Commissioners, or a majority of them, seem most 
conducive to the public good. And that the President of the 
Department cause to be prepared and submit to this Board 
three similar plans and profiles of the same, to be filed in pur
suance of said laws above mentioned. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin,lWilliamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

John Rodner, Laborer. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, reporting that a laborer work
ing in Foreman Carroll's gang had personated a man named 

John Rodner, to whom a 1:1bor ticket had been given. That 

the man at work is not John Rodner, but that he was un'able to 

ascertain his real name. 

Filed. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said laborer be dis~ 

charged, and that he be not paid any money appearinq on th~ 

pay-rolls to be due to John Eodo.er. 

Adopted! 

,.. 
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3d Avenue Paving Inspector. • 

From Mr. Wm. R. Grant, Engineer in charge of the paving of 
Third Avenue, recommending that the services of Isaac Bodine, 
inspector on said work, be dispensed with for the present. 

(Minutes, November 9, 1875, p.374.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communication 

be referred to the President, with power. 
Adopted. 

Third Avenue Paving, 

From Mr. Wm. R. Grant, Engineer in charge of the paving 
of Third Avenue, stating that Mr. Everard, the contractor for 
paving the section of said avenue south of 163d Street desires 
to continue the paving, although, in his judgment, if he does 
so during the frost, the pavement will be damaged and may 
required to be relaid when the frost goes. Also that a portion 
of the curb-stones, which have been set, require to be raised, 
but that this cannot be done until Spring. 

(Minutes, November 17th, 1875, p. 389.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communication 

be referred to the President, with power. 
Adopted. 

Monumenting and Naming Streets, North End of Island. 

The PRESIDENT reported that Messrs. John Raven and Law
son N. Fuller and Dr. C. A. Stoddard, a committee from the 
Washington Heights Association, had called on him with ref
erence to monumenting and naming the streets north of 1155th 
Street on the Island, and had presented to him the following 
resolutions adopted by said association, viz. : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the Chair, to wait upon 
and confer with the Commissioners of Parks, and endeavor to impress upon them 
the importance of having permanent monuments set, without delay, in that portion 
of this Island north of 15Mh Street, to designate the streets, avenues or drives, 
which have been, or may hereafter be, laid out by such Commissioners, and of hav
ing suitable names given to all such streets, avenues or drives, and of having cut upon 
every such monument the number, name or the initial letter of the street, avenue 
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or drive which suell monument is designed to mark or indicate, in the same man
ner as all streets and avenues south of 155th Street were marked and designated 
more than sixty years ago; of having every such monument set upon the mar. 
ginalline of such street, avenue or drive, and that wherever two Buch intended 
highways intersect each other such intersection shall be indicated by one of such 
monuments, lettered to indicate such poiut of intersection. 

Resolved, That such committee be requested to suggest to the Commissioners of 
Parks the propriety of helpiug to preserve some of the historical associations can. 
nected with this end of the Island, by selecting for the names of some of the 
roads laid out by them names of iudividuals distinguished for the services ren. 
dered by them to their country, in this locality, during the war of American Inde. 
pendence. And, furthermore, that your committee prepare and submit to the 
Commissioners of Parks a list of names which they deem suitable and propsI' to 
be so applied, and request said Commissioners to adopt them. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said resolutions be re
ferred to the Civil and Topographical Engineer for his re
port. 

Adopted. 

Gas. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the proposals (Nos. 1,2, 3 and 4) of The Harlem 
Gas Light Co., The Metropolitan Gas Light Co., The New York 
Gas Light Co.and The Manhattan GasLight Co. to light the pub
lie lamps in the parks, squares, places and bridges under con
trol of this Department, with gas, from J an'y 1st to April 30th, 
1876, both days inclusive, be accepted as the lowest bids for 
the several portions of the city mentioned in their several pro
posals; that the contracts be awarded to them therefor, and 
that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute the 
same for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Mintues, Nov'r 19th, 1875, p. 397.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don~ 

ohue-4. 

Bridle Paths in Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT presented a report from the Landscape Arch~ 
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itect on the subject of a prominade, consisting of a drive, ride , 
and walks, arranged side by side in the Central Park. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be re
ceived and printed as a document of the Board . 

(See Document No. 67.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: . 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

o.hue-4. 

Pay of Laborers, &c. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the pay of laborers, foremen and mechanics 
he fixed at the rates now established and paid by the Depart
ment of Public Works and the Department of Docks. 

(Minutes, July 21, 1875. p. 153.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE then offered the following pre

amble and resolution as a substitute therefor: 
Whereas, The laws of the United States and the State of 

New York have limited a day's labor to eight hOl1rs, and 
Whereas, The cost of all necessaries of life is continued at a 

high rate, 
Resolved, That in the opinion of this Board $2 is not too 

much for a day's labor of eight hoUl's. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said substitute offered by Commissioner O'Donohue, 
and it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the 
members of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as 
follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
Noes~Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2 . 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE then moved that said resolution, 

and the whole subject, be laid on the table. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Commissioner MARTIN then moved as an amendment to said 

resolution, that there be added at the end thereof the follow

ing: "And that, if the pay of the lab?rers is reduced, the 
" salaries of the President and Treasurer be reduced in the 

" same proportion." 
The.PREsIDENT put the question whether the BoarCl would 

agree to said motion to amend, and it was determined in the 
negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson.-2. 

Nays-Commissioners Stebbins, O'Donohue.-2. 
Commissioner Martin then offered the following preambles 

and resolution, as a substitute for said original motion: 
Whereas, The obstructions from the Comptroller, and the de

lay in this Department in ordering the work forward, prevented 
the laborers from being set to work until the month of October, 
leaving but two months of working weather, and this has been 
harder on the laborers, by shortening the length of the working 
season, than any reduction of the wages by the day. 

Whereas, The obstructions and delays Mr. Green interposes to 
the public work which this Department and other Departments 
propose to carry forward, hinders the progress of works neces
sary for the public interests, and which by giving full employ
ment to laborers would sustain the rate of wages: therefore 

Resolved, That the subject of the reduction of the pay of 
laborers, foremen and mechanics be, and hereby is, postponed 
indefinitely. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said preambles and 

resolution be separated. 
Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
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agree to said preambles offered by Commissioner Martin, and. it 
was determined in the negative, a majority of all the members 
of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
Nays-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution offered by Commissioner Martin, and 
it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the mem
bers of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
Noe,q--Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree to said original resolution offered by the President, 
and it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the 
members ,of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, 0'Donohue-2. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board ad
journed at 7.30 o'clock P. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 8th 
inst., at 4 o'clock P. M. 

WILLIAM IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8th, I 87:i. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned without 
transacting any business. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P P. 
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Uc,NDAY, DECEMBER 13t .. , 187a. 

SPECIAL MEETING-9.30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

The Board met pursuant to the following call of the Presi

dent: 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, I 
36 Union Square (East). \" 

NEW YORK, lOth Dec., 1875. 
Mr. WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P.: 

Sir,-You will please call a meeting of the Board for Monday, the 13th inst., 

at half-past nine o'clock A. M., for the purpose of transacting such business as may 

require attention. 

Respectfully, 

H. G. STlmBINs, 

President, D. P. P. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" WILLIA.l'\1S0N. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned to meet 
this afternoon at 4 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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MONDAY, DEVEMBER 13th, 1873. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Oommissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meetiltgs of the 3d and 8th 
instants and this A. M. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Suspension of Laborers, &c. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that, as it would 
be disadvantageous to proceed with all the mason-work, par

ticularly such work as setting cut-stone, &c., during the winter 
season, he had suspended 39 masons and stone-cutters until 
further orders. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the action of the Super
intendent of Parks be not apporoved by the Board, and that 
said masons and stone-cutters be restored to work. 

The PRESIDENT moved as a substitute therefor, that the ac
tion of the Superintendent of Parks be approved by the Board 
and that said masons and stone-cutters be discharged. 
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Commissioner MARTIN moved to amend said substitute 
moved hy the President so that it wonld read as follows: 

"T~at t~e action of the Superintendent of Parks be ap~ 
provei\ by the Board, and that twenty of said masons and 
stone-cutters be discharged, and nineteen restored to work." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion to amend, moved by Commissioner Martin, 
and it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the 
members of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as fol~ 
lows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin,O'Donohue-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said substitute motion, moved by the President, 
and it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the 
members of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-0ommissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Noe8-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said original motion, and it was determined in the 
negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Commissioner 0 'DONOHUE, then moved that the Superin-

tendent of Parks be instructe~ to restore to work sixteen 
of said masons and stone-cutters. 

The PRESIDE~T put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
Noe8-C~mmissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
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Engineering Force. 

From the Superintending Engineer, stating that he will re

quire for some time longer the services of those members of the 
Engineering force whose employment expires on the 15th inst. 

(Minutes, November 24th, 1875, p. 417.) 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the following named 
persons, now employed in the office of the Superintending En
gineer, be continued in such employment, at the rates set 
opposite their names, until the end of December, 1875, viz.: 

C. M. Harris, Assistant Engineer ..................... _ ... . 

E. A. Miller, Rodman ... _ ... _ .. _ .•... _ ....•••........... 

E. Kennedy, Chainman .................................. . 

D. Campbell, ........ ___ ' ................ , .... . 

J. C. Trimble, ......••........ , .•............... 

W. A. Jeffries, Axeman ................................. . 

-Peter Kelly, .....................•.... ' ...... , . 

$5 00 per day. 

3 00 

3 00 

3 00 

3 00 

2 50 

2 50 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Museum of Art . 

From the Watson Manufacturing Company, contractors for 
the iron work of the Museum of Art, stating that they have 
been delayed in their work by no fault of theirs, that they 
have all the material for the completion of their work delivered 
on the ground, and asking for the following payments on 
account, viz. : 
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On account of the 7th payment of $1 '1,200 .......................... $12,000 

,,' 
8th " 17,200.............. ............ 12,000 

9th 

10th 

9,200 ....... " " .. . . ..••..•. .•. <>,000 

9,200 ....... " ... , . . .. . . .. . . .. . 5,000 

16th " 4,500 ...............•......... 8,500 

Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting on said 
application and recommending that the payments on account 
be made as requested, as the work can not now be finished this 
winter. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 
directed to prepare the necessary estimates for payments on 
account to said Watson Manufacturing Company as requested. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson,O'Dono
hue-4. 

Broadway Underground Railway. 

From Mr. A. E. Beach, President of the Broadway Under
ground Railway, asking p8J'mission for the occasional tempor
ary removal of the iron grating over the shaft of said railway 
at City Hall Park. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said permission be 
granted, under such directions as the Superintendent of Parks 
shall prescribe. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman or the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
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Bartlett, J. W., lamp tops, &;c ... ....,..MRint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P •••• 

Bigelow Blue Stone Co., blue stone ... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .•......... 

Byrne &; Co., oats .................. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 
Crimmins, J. D .• &; Thos. E., build-

ing sand.... .................... City Parks Impt. 

Fund. _ ........ . 

Cooper, Hewitt &; Co., annealed iron .. City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Croes, Jas. J. R., petty expenses .•.. " Surv'g, Laying out, 

etc., 2Rd and 24th 

Wards .......... 

Donovan, Jas. V., graminivorous build-

ing ............................. City Parks Impt. 

Fu!ld ........... . 

Gates, Church E., lumber and sash ... Maint., 23d and 24th 

Wards ......... 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas meter, 

October and November ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Quackenbush, Townsend &; Co., butts, 

services, &;c ...................... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... .. 

Moran &; Armstrong. labor and mat'ls. Museum of Art.. ... 

Moran &; Armstrong. labor and matI's. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........... . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas meter, 

October and November ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Page, Kidder &; Fletcher, cement ...•• City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... .. 

Rhinelander, F. W., Treas., expenses 

Museum of Art ................... Maint. and Govmt • 

Parks and P .•.• 

Rollins, True W., iron and labor ••••.. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... .. 

$2 25 

19 06 

$2'1 60 

61'1 02 

66 21S 

19 60 

'1 62 

84 12 

523 95 

'18 ISIS 

185 90 

21 81 
'1,00000 

898 OIS 

lIS 95 

985 21 

86205 

',215000 
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Sanderson Bros. ok Co., steel. •••.••... City 'Parks Impt. 

Fund ........... . 

/ ___ Weeks, D. C., k Son,labor andmater'ls Mus. Nat'l History 

Wetmore and 00., iron .............. , .Maint. Harlem Riv. 

Bridges ....... .. 

Watrous k Willson, lumber ........... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Ziegler k Co., stool. .• " ..... , •..... Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards .......... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

City Parka Improvement Fund ..................... .. 

. Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places •••• 

Museum of Natural History ....................... .. 

Museum of Art ............................... " ..•. 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards .......••.•..... 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem River Bridges .... " •...•..•. 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ........ . 

$7,835 91 

1,160 00 

11,000 00 

7,000 00 

83 05 

35 58 

34 12 

[Monday. 

$13 ISO 

D,OOO 00 

35 1S8 

1S1 90 

4 ISO 

$24,648 66 

---$24,648 66 

Amounting in the aggregate to twenty.four thousand six hundred and forty. 

eight dollars and sixty.six cents. 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, l .Auditing 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, f Oommitte,. 
New York, December '1th, 1875. 

'The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

.Affieck, Wm., ok Co., hay and oats .... Maint& Gvt.P. k P. 

Byrne & Co., hay .................. Maint. k Gvt. P. & P. 

Florence, Wm. H., services ..••.••... Maint. H. R. Bridge •. 

Jube, John P., ok Co., car'ge hardware. City Parks Imp. F .. 

Keuffelok Esser, drawing materials ... Survey'g, Lay'g out, 

etc., 23d and 24th 

Wards ......... . 

$136 1'1 

76 34 

104 16 

16 34 

1S904 
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Merchant, J. L., & Co., cement ....... City Pks. Imp. F. . . $164 '10 
/N. Y. Cement Co., cement ........... CityPks. Imp. Fund. .469 80 

Museum Nat. Hiet.. • 2 '10 

Stevnes, Inst. of Technology, test'giron. MaintH. R. Bridges. 

Slattery, J as., buildg. stone and sand. City Pks. Imp. Fund. 

Welsh, J., sprinkling lith ave ••..•... Maint. & Gvt. P. & P. 

Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, hardware .. CityPks. Imp. Fund. 

RECAPITULATION. 

City Parks Improvement Fund ...................... . 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places •....... 

Maintenance, etc .• Harlem River Bridges ............. . 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards •..•.... 

Museum of Natural History ........................ . 

$863 69 

2711 51 

113 16 

lill 04 

270 

472 50 
9 00 

206 25 

63 00 

6 60 

$1,314 10 

--- $1,314 10 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirteen hundred and fourteen 

dollars and ten cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, November 30th, 18'1l!. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, I .A1tditing 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, f Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Riverside Park, Tompkins Square. 

The PRESIDENT verbally reported that he had had an inter-
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view with the Counsel to the Corporation and the Comptroller 
with relation to the prosecution of the work of improving River
side Park and Tompkins Square, and that the Counsel to the 
Corporation had stated that the question of the right of this 

Department to prosecute said works by days' labor, and not by 
contract, was doubtful, but that the laborers could recover the 
amount, and the Comptroller would be obliged to pay them; 
that the difficulty might be removed by the passage by the 
Common Council for an ordinance authorizing the works to be 

prosecuted otherwise than by contract. 
The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That in view of the doubts that appear to be enter

tained by the Oounsel to the Oorporation upon the rights of the 
Board governing this Department to do the work upon Tomp
kins Square and Riverside Park otherwise than by contract, that 
the Board of Aldermen be requested to pass an ordinance 
authorizing the execution of the work, to the extent herein 
described, by days' labor, viz. : 

ON RIVERSIDE PARK. 
To complete grading of cuts and slopes, and leave them in 

shape to stand without injury. 
ON TOMPKINS SQUARE. 

To complete walls, sewers and drains where, if not completed, 
work already done in excavation would be wasted by caving in 
of banks during the winter. 

Resolved, That pending the action of the Board of Aldermen 
or until further notice, the Superintendent be, and he is hereby, 
directed to reduce the working force on Tompkins Square and 
Riverside Park to the extent of ten laborers on each gang. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Noes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Paving Third .Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT reported that, as the contractors were obliged 
to suspend operations on the work of paving Third A venue, he 

I 

.I 

... 
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had suspended the inspectors on the following dates, until 

further order, viz. : 
Isaac Bodine ......................................... December 4th, 18711. 

John Meehan ............ , .. " ............... , ......... . 

Michael Barry ........................................ . 

J. D. Armstrong ...................................... . 

And he moved that his e.ction be approved. 
(Minutes, November 9th, 1875, p. 374.) 

Adopted. 

9th, " 

11th, " 

On motion of Commissionel' WILLIAMSON, the Board ad
jomned at 6 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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'VEDNE~nAY, DECEr.IBER l~th, 187ii. 

REGULAR MEETING-10 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

A telegram was l'eceived from Oommissioner O'Donohue 
stating that he was unable to be present. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 13th inst. was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Pay Rolls. 

From the Oomptroller of the city again retnrning the labor
ers' pay-roll for the two weeks ending November 20th, 1875, 
and requesting that it be separated and made out in the same 
manner as the pay-rolls lor the previous two weeks. 

(Minutes, Dec. 3, ]875, p. 444.) 
The PRESIDENT stated that the request of the Oomptroller 

had been complied with, and moved that the communication 

be filed. 
Adopted. 

Sewer for Morningside Park, 

From the Deputy-Oomptroller of the city, returning the pro
posal of 1\'lr. Patrick Mulholland for the construction of a sewer 
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for Morningside Park; and requesting that Mr. Patrick Sheehy 
be substituted as a surety thereon in place of Mr. Michael 
Gavin. 

(Minutes, Oct. 27, 1875, p. 353.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON offered the following resolu

tion: 
Resolved, That this Board hereby consents to the substitution 

of Mr. Patrick Sheehy in place of Mr. Michael Gavin, as a 
surety upon the proposal of Mr. Patrick Mulholland, to con
struct a sewer for Morningside park. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

City Parks Improvement Fund. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion
ment, notifying this Department that said Board had author
ized the Comptroller of the city to issue $25,000 of the" City 
Parks Improvement Fund Stock." 

(Minutes, October 8th, 1875, p. 325). 
. Filed. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

From Mr. Fordham Morris, Secretary of the North Side Asso

ciation, forwarding a copy of the following resolution adopted at a 
meeting of said association, held on November 20th, 1875, viz: 

Resolved, That the secretary of this association be directed to urge upon the 
Board of Apportionment the necessity of making the issue of bonds required by 
the Department of Parks, for building the bridge across the Harlem River, from 
138th street to the head of Madison Avenue, and that it be respectfully urged upon 
the Park Department to adopt a plan of such height that the small steamers navi
gatin!!i Harlem river may pass under the said bridge without opening the dr3;w. 

(Minutes, Feby. 20, 1875, p. 530.) 
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Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said communication be 
received, and that the Secretary be directed to send a copy 
thereof to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment. 

Adopted. 

Grading Third Avenue. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer reporting upon 
the grade of Third Avenue, from 147th street to Harlem river, 
and the changes he would recommend therein, as follows' 
VIZ. : 

From Harlem Bridge to ] 35th street, the established grade 
coincides with the existing grade, and should remain. From 
135th street to 142d street the established grade is higher 
than the existing grade. This is necessary in order to obtain 
proper drainage and sufficient depth of cellars. There is, 
however, an excessive amount of filling called for by the estab~ 
lished grade between 138th street and 142d street, and between 
those points the grade can be somewhat lowered, with advan
tage to the property, with no detriment to drainage provisions 
and at a saving of 3,308 cubic yards of embankment, costing 
$1,654. 

From 142d street to 144th street, a very slight modification 
of the established grade will make it conform to the existing 
grade, alid will save the expense of repaving the whole street. 

From 144th street to 147th street there can be no advantage 
in changing the existing grade to that established by the Com
missioners of 1868. 

He also submitted a map and profile showing the amend
ments and. alterations of grade which he recommended. 

(Minutes, Nov. 24th, 1875, p. 412.) 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication be 

received, and referred to the President with power. 
Adopted. 

Monumenting and naming Streets north end of Island. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting upon 
the relwlutions of the Washington Heights Association, with 
reference to the monuruenting and naming of streets, and which 
were presented to the Board on the 3d inst. 

(Minutes, Dec. 3d, 1875, p. 453.) 
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Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said communication 
be received, and that the Secretary be directed to semI a copy 
thereof to the Washington Heights Association. 

Adopted. 

Marion Avenue flagging. 

From the Engineer of Construction, submitting specifications 
for flagging the sidewalk, on the west side of :i\Iarion Avenue, 

from Kingsbridge road to Ridge street. 
(Minutes, Nov. 9, 1875, p. 373.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said specifications be approved 
by the Board, and that the Se~retary be directed to prepare 
and insert the necessary advertisements for proposals. 

The PRESIDENT put the question 'whether the BOicrcl ,vould 
agree to said motion, and it was determirH,c1 ill the affirmatiY8, 
a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

City Hall Park. 

From the Superintending Engineer, stating that the removal 
of·the accident Hospital from the City Hall Park, by the De
partment of Charities and Corrections, will leave a blank space 
which will require to be treated as part of the park. That the 
cost of doing so will not exceed $1,000. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said subject be referred to 
the Landscape Architect with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the Members of the BOfLnl voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, :Martin, Williamson---3 

Foreman P. Norton. 

From Foreman Patrick Norton, asking LO be aHowed pay for 
six days in t.he month of November last, during which he was 
absent on accouutof having sprained his ankle. 

.. 

... 

.. 



.. 

.. 

December 15, 1875.] 411 

The Superintendent of Parks endorsed said application, 
recommending that it be granted. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said application be granted. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, a 
majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor thereof, 
as follows: 

Ayes-Comniissioners Stebbin,s, Martin, Willia,mson---,.3. 

Michael Doyle, laborer. 

From Michael Doyle, laborer, asking to be transferred to the 
position of stone-cutter. 

The Superintendent of Parks endorsed the application, 
recommending that it be granted. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said app;lication be 
refused. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. John Hogan, oontractor, presenting a bill of 
$1,216.66 for extra work in connection with the building for 
the Museum of Art. 

(Minutes, Oct. 20, 1875, p. 342.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said bill be dis

allowed. 
adopted . 

Improvement of 3d Avenue. 

From Mr. Richard Foley, stating that the sum of $224.51 
was deducted from the amount to which he was entitled as 
Engineer of Third Avenue Improvement, on account of the 
error made in giving the lines of the avenue between Rose and 
Grove Streets; and asking that he be now paid said sum of 
$224.51. 
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Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that, inasmuch as the 

settlement heretofore made with Mr. Foley was a final one III 

full for all claims on his part, his claim be disallowed. 

(Minutes, Nov. 6, 1874, p. 335,) 
Adopted. 

Central Bridge. 

From Mr. James McOrea, applying for the position of keeper 
of Oentral Bridge. 

Laid over until the next meeting. 

Sewer in 143d Street. 

The PRESIDENT presented the plans for the sewer proposed 
to be built in 143d street by the property owners. 

Also a communication from the Engineer of Oonstruction, 
advising, for sanitary reasons, that permission to connect 
said sewer with that now in Oollege Avenue, be refused, and 
also stating that an efficient sewer could not be laid below the 
action of the frost so as to connect with Third Avenue. 

(Minutes, Nov'r 12, 1875, p. 378.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said plans and com

munications be referred to the President to report. 
Adopted. 

Streets in Twenty-fourth Ward. 

The PRESIDENT reported that a deputation from the Oentral 
Association, consisting of Messrs. R. L. Anderton, W. O. Orane, 

H. C. Brocken, G. D. W. Clocke, O. A, Vinton, W. J. Brewster 
and S. D. Bonfils, had waited upon him and urged that the 
district of the Twenty-fourth Ward lying north of the Twenty
third Ward, east of Jerome Avenue and south and west of the 

Southern Boulevard, be laid out and the maps of the streets 
filed as soon as possible. 

• 

.. 
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That he had recommended them to put their request in the 
form of a petition and have it signed by as many property 
owners as possible, and forward it to the Department. 

Battery Park. 

The PRESIDENT reported that application· had been made to 
the Common Coun~il by the United States Government for the 
purchase of a portion of the Battery Park, east of the White
hall boat slip, as authorized by Chapter 320, Laws of 1873. 

That the Chairman of the Committee of the Board of Alder
men, to whom the application had been referred, had applied 
to this Department for such information and advice in the mat
ter as the Commissioners could give. 

He then presented a copy of the application of the United 
States Government containing a map of the portion of the 
Battery Park referred to. 

Also a report from the Landscape Architect, in which he 
states, "That the land in question has no especial value with 
"reference to the present uses of that park, and hence that 
"there are probably no very good reasons why the transfer 
" should not be made." 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said subject be laid over 
until the next meeting. 

Adopted. 

Boston Av.-Third Av., 23d Ward. 

The PRESIDENT then presented the three-similar plans and 
profiles for filing, showing the change of grade at the junction 
of Boston Avenue and Third A.venue, in the 23d Ward, and 
offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Henry G. Stebbins, the President, and one 
of the officers of the Board of Commissioners of the Depart
ment of Public Parks of the city of New York, be, and he 
hereby is, designated and directed by the said Board to certify 
and file said three similar plans and profiles, as provided by 
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law, which said three plans and profiles show the grades of 
portions of the Third avenue and Boston A.venue, in the 
Twenty-third ward of the city of New York, formerly the town 
of Morrisania, as the same have been altered, amended and 
established. and are hereby determined by the said Commis
sioners of the Department of Public Parks, and are signed 
" J. J. R. Croes, Civil and Topographical Engineer," and dated 
" New York, December 8th, IH75." 

(Minutes. Dec. 3d, 1875, p. 450.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether tho Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm~ 

ative. a majority of all the members of the Board voting III 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Treasurer's Accounts. 

The Treasurer presented the two following accounts, which 
were received. and ordered printed in the minutes: 
Department oj Public Parks, in account with 

David B. Williamson, Treasurer. 

18'75. CR. 

Nov. 1'7. By balance ................................ $1,709 26 

Nov. 1'7'} 
, to " cash received from rents and licenses. " ... 

Dec. 1. 
918 00 

$2,627 26 

18'75. DR. 

Nov. 1'1 } 
to To cash paid into City Treasury ............. . 

Dec. 1. 
$860 00 

.Dec. 1. "balance ............................... . 1,'76'7 26 
$2,627 26 

(Signed) DAVID B. 'WILLIAMSON, 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

Wednesday, December 1, 1875, 

9.30 A. M. 

... 
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JJepartment of Public Parks, in account with 

David B. Williamson, Treasurer. 

18'15. CR. 

Dee. 1. By balance. • • • • • ••. . . .• • • .• . . .• . . •• . . . . . .. $1, '16'1 26 

894 71 
Dec. I} 

to " pound, rents, and licenses ...••....•. " •... 
Dee. 1/1. -- $2,lGl Qf 

DR. 

Dec. I} 
to To cash paid into City Treasury ............. . 

Dec. 111. 
$416 66 

Dec. 15. "bal~nce. ............................. .. 1,745 31 

(Signed) 

Wednesday, December 15, 18'15. 

9.30 A. M. 

$2,16l tl 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

Laying out 23d &; 24th Wards. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Landscape Architect be authorized to 
employ, under the resolution of November 5th, 1875, entered 
on page 370 of the minutes,additional assistants, if he requires 
them, to act directly under his orders; the rate of the compen
sation of his assistants to be approved by the President, and 
the amount not to exceed $250 per month in the aggregate. 

Resolved, That the Landscape Architect be authorized to 
hire an office in the vicinity of his residellce, the rent of which 
shall not exceed $300 per annum. 

(Minutes, November 5,1875, p. 370.) 

'].1he PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-B. 

Overcoats for Park-keeper's force. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the Secretary be 
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directed to prepare and insert the necessary advertisements for 
the purchase, by contract, of eighty overcoats for the Park
keeper's force. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes--Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 11.20 

o'clock A.. M. 

WM.lRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29th, IS70. 

SPECIAL MEETING.-4 O'CLOCK P. M. 

The Board met in session by unanimous consent of all the 
Commissioners. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of the 
previous' meetings of the 13th inst, at 4 o'clock P. M., and 15th 
inst., was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. J. Taylor Johnston, President of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, with reference to the construction and comple

tion of the building for the Museum of Art. 
Also from Mr. C. Vaux, on the same subject, and enclosing 

a correspondence which he has had, in relation to the matter, 
with Mr. Johnston. 

(Minutes, Oct. 29, 1875, p. 355.) 

After consideration of the foregoing communications, Com
missioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 

Re8olved, That the officers and members of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art be invited to attend a meeting of the Board for 
the consideration of the subject of the Museum building, its 
plans and completion. 
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That Mr. Vaux, with his associates, and also Mr. Munckwitz 
and Mr. Lord be notified to attend the meeting. 

That all the plans and drawings of the Museum, finished or 
unfinished, contracts and specifications, and estimates of its 
cost, be bronght to the meeting, for the pUTpose of complete 
information on the subject. 

That a special meeting for this subject be held on the 7th 
day of January, 1876, at 7.30 o'clock P. M. 

Adopted. 

Battery Sea Wall. 

From the Comptroller, again notifying the Department that 

he had deducted $338.37 from the final estimate of Mr. A. J. 
Howell, the contractor for repairing the sea wall at the Battery, 

as the same was for extra work; that he had paid Mr. Howell 

the balance, and requesting that a sepamte voucher be sent to 
the Finance Department for the amount deducted. 

(Minutes, Nov. 24, 1875, p. 428.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the request of the Comptroller 
be complied with, and that a separate voucher be made out for 
$338.37, the amount due for extra work, payable to Mr. A. J. 

Howell, and that it be transmitted to the Finance Department 
for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

City Park Improvement Fund. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, notifying the Department that authority had been 
given to the Comptroller of the City to issue "City Parks 

Improvement Fund Stock," to the amount of $50,000. 

(Minutes, Dec. 15, 1875, p. 474.) 

Filed. 
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Cleaning the City Parks 

From the Police Departme~t, declining to furnish this De

partment with tickets for the dumping of the sweepings of the 

Parks on the scows of the Police Department. 

Filed. 

Morris Ave., College Ave., 138th St. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, with the three 
similar maps or plans and profiles, for filing, of portions of 

Morris Avenue, College Avenue and 138th Street, as heretofore 

adopted by the Board. 

(Minutes, Nov. 6th,1874, and Nov. 19, 1875, pp. 332,403 and 406.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Henry G. Stebbins, the President, and one 
of the officers of the Board of Oommissioners of the Depart
ment of Public Parks be, and he hereby is, designated and 
directed by the said Board to certify and file, as provided by law, 
said three similar maps or plans and profiles showing the loca
tion, width, course, windings and grades of Morris Avenue, as 
widened and extended frOln the former northerly town line of 
Morrisania southerly to 13Bth Street; of Oollege Avenue, as 
widened and extended from 158th Street to 143d Street; of 
138th Street, as altered from River A venue to the Harlem HiveI' 
bulk-head line; and also such portions of sttill avenues and streets 
as are discontinued and closed within the 23([ ward of the Oity of 
New York, formerly the town of Monisania, as the same have 
been laid out, discontinued and closed, and are hereby deter
mined by the Commissioners of the Department of Public 
Parks, and which said maps or plans and profiles are signed 
"J. J. R. Croes, Civil and Topogmphimtl Engineer," and are 
dated New York, December 21st, 1875. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 
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College Avenue, 24th Ward. 

From St. John's College, For~ham, petitioning to have the 
houses erected by Mr. John B. Haskin on College Avenue, in 
the 24th Ward, removed, and furnishing certified copies of two 

deeds which have reference to the subject. 
(Minutes, Nov. 29th, 1875, p. 435.) 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said petition be received 
and laid on the table; and that Mr. J olm B. Haskin be notified 

thereof. 

Adopted. 

I,aying out of the 23d and 24th Wards. 

Bridges over Harlem River. 

From Mr. Fordham Morris, Secretary of the North Side 
Association, forwarding copies of the following preambles and 
resolutions adopted by said Association on the 18th inst., viz.: 

" }Vhereas, At a recent sessiou of the Board of Aldermen the estimate of the 
"Department of Public Parks for an appropriat;on for surveying, laying out and 
"monurnenting the annexl'd district was stricken out by said Aldermen. Now, 
"thereforo, be it, and it is, hereby 

" Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the Chair to wait upon 
"the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, aud urge upon them the adoption of 
"said eotimate. 

------~--~~---~~--~~--~~--~--

" }lilwreas, The Department of Public Parks are elothed by law with full powers 
"to construct certain bridges over and tunnels under the Harlem River; and 

" Whereas, Said Department have presented an estimate to the Honorable the 
" Board of Estimate and Apportiollment asking theIll to make an appropriation 
" for such purposes. 

" Now, therefore, be it, and it is, hereby 

"ResoZ,Jed, That the Harlem Iti vel' Improvement Committee be requested to 
" wHit upon the Honorable the Hoard or E"tilllate and Apportionment, and urO'e 
"upon them tile adoption of ,t resolntion appropriating funds for the purpos~s 
"hereinabove indicated; or. if in the opinion of said Hoard it may be unwise to 
"make an appropriation sufficiently large to carryon the whole of s&id work, 
"that they be asked to appI'opriate a sum sufficient to enable the Department of 
" Parks to initiate the con,trucLion of such bridges and tunnels." 

(Minutes, Dee. 15, 1875, p. 474.) 

Filed. 
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Broadway Underground Railway. 

From Mr. Homer Fisher. requesting that the permission 
given to Mr. A. E. Beach, President of the Broadway Under
ground Railway, to open the iron grating in the City Hall 
Park, over the shaft of said railway, be discontinued. 

(Minutes, December 13th, 1875, p.466.) 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that no action be taken on the 
subject without first hearing Mr. Beach. 

Adopted. 

.Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

.Architectural Iron Works, castings ..... Maint. Harlem R. 

Bridges ....... . 

Affleck, Wm., & Co., oats, corn, &c .. , .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Park;; and P ...• 

Babbitt, B. T., soap. . ............... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Byrne & Co., oats, corn, &c ..... '" .. .Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Bartlett, J. W., globes and reflectors ... Maint. Harlem R. 

Bridges ....... . 

Colwell Lead Co., lead pipe ......... , . City Parks Imp. F. 

Crissey, \Vm. Y., & Co., matches and 

borax. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. .. City Parks Imp. F. 

Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

$3 '15 

1 63 

$231 00 

116 00 

'1 00 

111, 50 

93 '15 

18 31 

5 38 
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Donaldson, Thos., Argand burner, tube, 

&c ..... " ..................... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

City Parks Imp. F. 

Everard, James, paving ....... "','" .Paving 3d Ave., 

from Westchester 

Ave. to northern 

boundary 23d 

Ward ......... . 

Florence, Wm. H., lIervices, November .. Maint. Harlem R. 

Bridges ....... . 

Gates, Church E., posts and lumber .••. Maint., 23d & 24th 

Wards ........ .. 

Maint.H.R.Bridges 

Gold aud Stock Telegraph Co., rent of 

line.. .. ....................... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

City Parks Imp. F. 

Hosp, Philip, plants .................. City Parks Imp. F. 

Holden, Hopkins & Stokes, iron ..... , .. Maint and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Harlem Gas.Light Co., gas.meter ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ... 

King, Joseph, keep of horse ........•.. Surveying & Lay

ing out 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Keuffe1 & Esser, engineers' supplies ..... Surveying & Lay

ing out 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Metropolitan Gas.Light Co., gas-meters .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Metropolitan Gas-Light Co., gas, Nov .•. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Martin. J. M. C., &: Sons, dusters .•.•.. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

[ Wednesday, 

$3 50 

10 80 

$22 61 

85 43 

$15 62 

46 88 

$14 30 

3,41'T 49 

104 16 

108 04 

62 50 

45~ 50 

24 85 

'TO 20 

15 00 

23 98 

95 Hi 

339 25 

12 '13 
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Menzies, Wm., & Sons, timber .•....•.. Maint. etc., H. R. 

Bridges ...... . 

Mapes, Daniel, Jr., hay, oats, etc ....... Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Mallory & Co., rope .................. City Parks Impt F. 

N. Y. Gas.Light Co., gas, Oct. and Nov .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

Pollock & Van Wagenen, register ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Perkins, Jas. H., broken stone ........ ,.Maint. 28d & 24th 
Wards ........ 

Pennsylvania Coal Co., coal. ........... Maint. and Govmt. 
1'arks and P •.. 

Quackenbush, Townsend & Co., saw and 

pans ......................... Maint and Govt. 

P. and P ...... . 

City Parks Impt. F. 

Rader, G, W., & Co., vitrified pipe, etc .. City Parks Impt. F. 

Simpson, A., bread ................... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Titus, Sarah, services, Nov ............ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Telfair, I. H., & Co., oils .............. Maint. and Govt. 

1'. and 1' ...... 

City Parks Impt. F. 

Maint. Harlem R. 

Bridges ....•.. 

United Farmers' Milk Co., milk, Nov .... Maint and Govt. 

1'. and P ...... 

Valentine & Briggs, rent, Nov ......... Maint. 23d and 
24th Wards ...• 

Watrous & Wilson, lumber ............ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...•.• 

City Parks Impt. F. 

$7 60 

1 54 

$7 50 

5 60 

6 20 

$70 00 

16 31S 

$6808 

42 91 

94 09 

1,21S4 20 

81S 00 

878 '12 

279 90 

914 

87 63 

90 23 

12 ISO 

19 SO 

17 10 

80 00 

86 85 

$8,332 24 
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RECAPITULATION, 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, ••. , .. $2,562 96 

• City Parks Improvement Fund. . . .. .. ......... ....... 737 45 

Maintenance, etc., Harlem River Bridges .... , .......... . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th "Vards ................. , 

Paving 3d Ave., from 'Westchester Ave to Northern bound-

ary 23d Ward .............•...................... 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ........ . 

588 62 

986 74 

3,417 49 

38 98 

$8,332 24 

AmounHng in the aggregate to tbe sum of eighty-three hundred and 

thirty-two dollars and twenty-four cents. 

New York, December 14, 1875. 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSO:<, 

JOSEPH J. O'DOXOHUE, 

A uditir1!J Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Appropriations for 1876. 

The President and Commissioner J\lIal'tin, the committee to 

whom was referred the subject of the estimates of the Depart

ment for its maintainance moneys for 1876, and the appropria

tions therefor by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, 

verbally reported that the President had, in September, 1875, 

presented the estimates to the Board of Estimate and Appor

tionment, together with the reasons, and report of ~!(r. Olmsted 

in their support. That the Board had decided to reduce the 
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estimates to a sum much less than the allowance for 1875. 
That after the estimates had been returned to the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment from the Board of Aldermen, and 
on 27th December, 1875, Commissioner Martin had appeared 
before them and presented the reasons why the appropriations 

for 1876 should not be reduced beluw the amount appropriated 

in 1875. 
These reasons were in the form of a written argument, and 

,were presented to the Board. 
(Minutes, Nov. 17th, 1875, p. 394.) 

Commissioner O'DoNoHuE moved that said report be received, 
and that the statement presented to the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment be printed as a document of this Board. 

(See Document No. 68.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON then moved that the subject of th& 
appropriations for 1876, as adopted by the Board of Estimate, 
and Apportionment, be referred to the Executive Committe& 
for their consideration and report. 

Adopted. 

Maintenance of the 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Whereas, The manner of performing the work of maintaining 
the roads in the ~3d and 24th Wards during the year 1875, has 
been the subject of complaint of citizens of those wards. 

Resolved, That those citizens be notified to attend a meeting 
of the Board, for the purpose of hearing and investigating their 
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complaints, and that Mr. Morrison, and such persons or assist· 
ants as he may invite, be notified to be present. 

Resolved, That this subject be taken up at the meeting on the 
5th day of January, 1876. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON, the Board ad· 
journed at 4.30 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

SecTetal'Y, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESD.\.Y, JANUARY 3th, 1876. 

REGULAR MEETING-10 O'OLOOK A. J\{. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

Maintenance of 23d and 24th Wards. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the order of business was sus
pended, and, as directed on the 29th ult., the following citizens 
of the 23d and 24th Wards were received with reference to the 
subject of the manner of performing the work of maintaining 
the roads in said wards, viz. : 

Messrs. H. Barney, Waldo Hutchings, J. G. Johnston, H. F. Spaulding, A. D. 

Ewen, E. D. Ewen, J. H. Godwin, M. L. Delafield, L. L. Delafield, T. N. Cuthbert, 

Webster Woodman, W. G. Ackerman, G. H. Petrie and Rev. C. H. Burl', Jr. 

The Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards was also 
present. 

The Commissioners having heard the various suggestions. 
made for the better caring of the roads, the above named gen
tlemen retired. 

(Minutes, Dec. 29th, 1875, p.483.) 
At this point Commissioner O'Donohue left the meeting. 

Minutes; 

The Minutes of the previouEl meetings of the 13th (4 o'clockt 
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1'. M.), 15th and 29th of December, 1875, were then read and 

approved. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the Minutes: 

Department of Public Pa/'ks, in account with 

David B. Williamson, Treasw·el·. 

1875. CR. 

Dec. 16. By balance ..................... " ........... $1,745 31 

Dec. 15} 
to By sundry receipts .. , ..•.................. 

31st. 
36 00 

1876. 

Jan. 1st ~ 
to By cash received from pound, rent and license. 

5th. 
79 28 

--- $1,860 59 

1875. DR. 

Dec. IIi } 
to To cash paid into Oity Treasury ...... . 

Jan. 5, 1876. 
$72 05 

Jan 5. To balance •................................. 1,788 54 

$1,860 59 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

Wednesday, January 5th, 1876. 

9.30 A. M. 

Grading Third Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally in favor of changing the 
;grade of Third Avenue, from 138th Street to 147th Street, as 
recommended by the Civil and Topographical Engineer, and 
adopting the map of such changes submitted to the Board on 
.the 15th December, 1875. 

(Minutes, December 15th, 1875, p. 475). 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be re
ceived and adopted. 

Adopted. 
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Commissioner MARTIN thereupon offered the following pre
amble and resolution : 

Whereas, The Commissioners of the Department of Public 
Parks of the City of New York, or a majority of them, deem 
the changes (specified on the map or plan and profile hereinafter 
mentioned) in the grades of the streets roads and avenues as 
laid down, and established by the Commissioners appointed 
under Chapter 841 of the Laws of 1868 on a map of the same, 
filed in the office of the Register of the County of Westchester 
on the 2Sd day of February, 1871, to be required; there
fore, 

Resolved, That under and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on the said Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks 
of the City of New York by ChapterI' 329 and 604 of the laws of 
1874, they do hereby alter, amend and establish the grades of 
ihe streets, roads and avenues within that part of the Twenty
third Ward of the city of New York which formerly consti
iuted the town of Morrisania, and which lies north and east of 
a line commencing at the termination of the southerly line of 
155th Street, at or in the Hudson River, running thence east
,erly along said southerly line of 155th Street, and a pro
longation of said line to the middle of Harlem 
River, running thence southerly along the middle of 
:said Harlem river to the sound north of Randel's Is
land, shown on a map or plan and profile entitled 
"" Map or plan and profile showing grades of Third Avenue, from 
138th Street to 147th Street in the 23d Ward of the city of New 
York, formerly the town of Morrisania, as altered amended 
and established by the Commissioners of the Department of 
Public Parks of the city of New York, in pursuance of Chap
ters 329 and 604 of the Laws of the State of New York, passed 
:respectively May 6th and June 5th, 1874," dated" New York, 
December 14th, 1875," and signed" J. J. R. Croes, Civil and 
Topographical Engineer," of the extent and direction that said 
grades are designated on said map or plan and profile, and 
that the grades so altered, amended and established are such 
as to the said Commissioners, or a majority of them, seem most 
~onducive to the public good. And that the President of the 
Department cause to be prepared and submitted to this Board, 
ihree similar maps or plans and profiles of the same, to be 
.filed in pursuance of said laws above mentioned. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
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in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the Board adjourned at 
12.30 o'clock p. M., to meet on Friday, the 7th inst., at 3.3() 
o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 

.. 

) 
11 
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 7th, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING, 3.30 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTI~. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 5th inst. were 

read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Appropriations for 18'76. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, forwarding the following, as the apportionment made 

to this Department for the year 1876, viz. : 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places: 

For Salaries-To pay entirely the salaries of the President, Clerks, Engi

neers, Architects and Landscape Architects, and all other employps of the Depart

ment, excepting Mechanics, Gardcners and Labor@rs, and their foremen employed 

on the work of maintaining the Park,; and Places, excepting also the Topographi-
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cal Engineer and his Assistants 

in charge of surveying, monu-

menting, etc., Twenty-third and 

Twenty-fourth Wards; and also 

excepting the Superintendent 

and Engineer-in-Charge of Public 

Places, Roads, Avenues and 

Bridges, Twenty-third and 

Twenty-fourth Wards __ .. .. .. t5\000 00 

Police-Salaries of, including Cap

tain, Lieutenant, Sergeants, Pat

rolmen, Post and Gate Keepers, 

and Night Watchmen .... _... 110,000 00 

Maintenance of the Parks, including 

the wages of foremen, gardeners, 

mechanics and laborers employ-

ed on works of maintenance, 

and including also the sum of 

$30,000 for the keeping, preser-

vation and exhibition of the col-

lection in the American Museum 

of Natural History, and the Me-

tropolitan Museum of Art, and 

also the maintenance of the 

Meteorological Observatory ... _ 187,500 00 

---- $3112,500 00 

Harlem River Bridges-Repairs, Improvements and 

Maintenance .••..•• 

Music-Central Park .... 

Independence Day, Celebration of ............. _. .. 

Maintenance and Government of Public Places, Roads, 

Avenues and Bridges, Twenty-third and Twenty-

fourth Wards .••............................. 

Rebuilding and Repairing Bridges over the Bronx 

river, ia the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 

Wards ...•••..•••.••••.•••.••.••••.•.. '" •••. 

40,000 00 

5,000 00 

7,500 00 

40,000 00 

15,000 00 

[Friday, 
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Surveying, Laying Out, Monumenting, etc., north end 

of Island and Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 

Wards..... .• ..••.••••.•••. •...••.••. ... ..•• $25,000 00 

City HaIl Park Pavement. . . .• • • .. . . .... . • .. . . .• • . . 10,000 00 

(Minutes, Decr. 29th, 1875, p. 490.) 
Filed. 

---- $495,000 00 

Paving Third Av. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Mr. Wm. H. Grant, the late En
gineer in charge of the work of paving Third Avenue, had not 
certified to the two last estimates of Mr. John B. Devlin, the 

contractor, and that he had therefore instructed the Engineer of 
Construction to examine the pavement for the purpose of cer
tifying the estimates if the work were correct, but that on ac
count of the season of the year he was unable to make a 
thorough examination of the pavement. 

He then presented a communication from the Engineer 
of Construction, reporting that from such examination as he 
had been able to make and from such information as he 
had received in relation to the pavement on Third Avenue, 
north of 163d Street, he believed that the 30 per cent. reserved 
on the price of the pavfj1ent laid will be sufficient to put the 
pavement in the condition required by the contract. 

Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following preamble 
and resolution : 

Whereas, The Engineer of Construction is unable, on account 
of the season of the year, to make a thorough examination of 
the pavement on Third Avenue, north of 163d Street, but from 
the examination he ha~ made, reports that the 30 per cent. 
reserved is sufficient for the purposes of the contract and the 
protection of the city; therefore 

Resolved, That-the estimates of Mr. John B. Devlin for said 
work, amounting respectively to $7,071.20 and $870.53, be ap
proved and certified for payment on the foregoing report of 
the Engineer of Construction, in place of the usual certificate, 

. and that the Secretary be directed to transmit same to the 
Finance Department. 
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The .PnEsIDE~T put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was dEtermined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Battery P8rk-Elevated Railroad. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, submitting an agree

ment between the Department and the New York Elevated 

Railroad Company, in the form of a revocable license, author

izing said company to construct and operate its railroad over 
the Battery Park, and recommending that same be executed. 

Also from the Landscape Architect, reporting on the best 
route for the construction of the line of the New York 
Elevated Railway Company, from Greenwich Street to White

hall Street, presenting a map showing said route, and recom
mending that if a license be granted to said company, that 
certain stipulations and restrictions be inserted in it. 

(Minutes, December 3d, 1875, p. 446.) 
Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolutions, viz. : 
1. Resolved, That the license prepared for the New York 

Elevated Railroad Company, by t~e Counsel to the Corpor
ation, be adopted. 

'2. Resulved, That the map now reported by Mr. Olmsted, 
the Landf.\cape Architect, dated "January 7th, 11;76," and 
signed" John Bogart, Supt. Engineer," be adopted. 

3. Resolved, That the license be engrossed for execution and 
the map prepared for filing, and the President be authorized 
and empowered to execute the license and certify the map. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said license be 
amended so as to reserve to the city an annual rent. 

Commissioner MARTIN then moved that thtlf firl:)t recommend

ation of the Landl:)cape Architect be adopted, and a provision 
therefor be inserted in the license. 

Also the same motion as regards the second of said recom

mendations. 
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Also the same motion as regards the third of said recom
mendations. 

Also the same motion as regards the fifth of said recom
mendations. 

And also the same motion as regards the sixth of said recom
mendation's. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following preambleEi and 
resolution, as a substitute fer the resolutions offered by Com
missioner Martin : 

Wherea8, An application has been made to the Board gov
erning this Department by the New York Elevated Railway 
Company, for permission to extend their railroa.d across the 
Battery grounds, from Greenwich Street to the South Ferry, in 
the form of a license revocable after giving six months' notice 
to said compl;tny. 

And whe1'eas, Said license has been prepared by the Counsel 
to the Corporation as an instrument within the power of this 
Department to legally execute, thereby implying that the power 
to grant licenRes to railroads and other corporations to enter 
upon and use any portion of the public parks or places of the 
city, including the Central Park, is by law vested in this De
partment; 

And whereas, In the opinion of the Board governing this De
partment, doubts exist as to the wisdom of granting such a 
licellse in view of the objects for which the public parks have 
been laid out and established, and which objects are fully 
understood and recognized by the public at large; 

And whereas, The puhlic parks of this city are for the use and 
enjoyment of the people and should not be curtailed, nor should 
any other use be made of them except that which secures the 
freedom of popular recreation and pleasure for which they 
were created; 

And wherea8, The precedent sought to be established is one 
that would jeopardize the iutegrity of all the parks of the city, 
not excepting Central Park: it is therefore 

Resolved, That the whole subject be laid on the table, and 
that the New York Elevated Hailway Company be notified that 
this Department does not de6m it advantageous to the public 
nor within the legitimate use of the powers of the Department 
to grant permission to the said railway company to construct 
its railroad over any part of the Battery grounds. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE then moved that the consideration 
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of the whole subject and the resolutions offered be laid over 

until the next meeting of the Board. 

Adopted. 

Senate Committee. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following preamble and 

resolution: 

Whereas, Commissioner Stebbins, without notice to or con· 
ference with his associates, went before the Senate Committee 
on Monday, ~Oth December, and made statements which fail 
to represent the operations, policy and opinions of the Depart
ment: 

Resolved, That the whole subject be referred to the Execu
tive Committee to report thereon. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said preamble and 
resolution be laid on the table. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion to lay on the table, and it was determined 
in the negative, a. maj,ority of all the members of the Board not 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
The PUESIDENT then put the question whether the Boal'd 

would agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was de

termined in the negative, a majority of all the members of the 

Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

Central Bridge-Third Av, Paving, 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON offered the following preamble 
and resolution: 

Whereas, The appointment of Mr. William H. Grant, as en
gineer in charge of the repairs of Central Bridge and the pav
ing of rrhird A venue, from Westchester Avenue to the northern 
boundary of the 23d Ward, terminated onJanuarylst, 1876: 

I 

I 

( 
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Re8olved, That the Engineer of Construction be, and hereby 
is, directed to take charge of said works. 

(Minutes, Nov. 5th, 1875, p. 369.) 
Adopted. 

Recess. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON then moved that the Board take 
a recess until 7.30 o'clock this evening. 

Adopted. 

7.30 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

Museum of Art. 

As requested, on the 29th ultimo, the following officers and 
members of the Metropolitan Museum of Art attended and were 
received, viz. : 

Messrs. John Taylor Johnson. PresIdent of said Museum of Art, Thomas Bland, 
Assistant Secretary, W m. J. Hoppin, Richard M. Hunt, Thea. Roosevelt, Frede
rick W. Rhinelander, Henry G. Marquand, Wm. C. Prime, Thea. Weston, Robert 
Hoe, Jr., Samuel G. Ward and Rutherford Stuyvesant. 

The following were also present; Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, 
and his associate, Mr. Radford; the Landscape Architect and 
the Superintending Architect. 

The subject of the plans for the completion of the building 
for the Museum of Art was then discussed at length, and Mr. 
Vaux explained his plans and presented estimates for the com~ 
pletion of the building. 
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FINANOIAL STATEMENT OF THE FUND FOB THE BUILDING OF THE MUSEUX OF .ART. 

Museum oj Art in account with 

JJepartment oj Public Parks. 

CR. 

18'11. By appropriation, chap. 290, 1875 •••••••••••• $500,00000 

DR. 

18'12. To cash paid for sundries .................. . 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

1876. 

To balance due on contracts ...... ' .. .. . .•. 

" Treas. orders ............ . 

December 31st, 1875. 

$1,312 99 

6,422 12 

83,846 84 

129,783 08 

112,274 60 

1,200 00 

333,839 63 

$166,160 37 

ESTIMATES OF THE COST OF THE COMPLETION OF THE BUILDING, AS PRESENTED BY 

MR. C. V AUX, .ARCHITECT. 

Flooring Central Hall .....••••........•.•......... 

Plastering •...........••............................••........ 

Cement paving ......................... ' ..... , .....•...•..... 

Slating and copper work ........................... ," ........ .. 

Carpenter and glass ................... " ........... " .......... . 

Painting and oiling ............................................ . 

Iron work .................... , ...... ; ......................•.. 

Drainage, &c ................................................. . 

Plumbing and gas-fitting .........•.......•...................•.• 

Heating ......•......................•......................... 

Lifts and Ventilation .......................................... .. 

Temporary entrance steps ................. . 

$10 000 

13,100 

12,101 

4,750 

27,127 

3,000 

2,000 

10,000 

4,500 

13,000 

10,00n 

1,200 

$110,778 
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Mr. John Taylor Johnson, on behalf of the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art, requested that the !allowing additional works 
b6 executed, viz. : 

That the reck underneath the floor of the laTge court or main . 
hall be blasted out, so as to make a basement exhibition room. 

That windows be constructed in the side walls to light this 
basement room. 

Aud that galleries 'be constructed on both sides of the main 
liall oJ: large court. . 

He then expressed the satisfaction which the Trustees of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art felt at the consideration which 

the Commissioners of this Department had always shown 
them in meeting their wishes in regard to the construction of 
said Museum of Art. 

The above named gentlemen having then retired, Commis
sioner Martin offered the following resolution: 

Rf'.8olved, That the plans, specifications and estimate for the 
Museum of Art in the Central Park, directed by the resolution 
of 29th October, 1875, and also the plans, specifications and 
estimates of the galleries and doors in the court, the excava
tion under it, the side windows in the basement story and the 
additional supports for the floor of the court, be prepared by 
Mr. Vaux, on consultation with, and advice of, the trustees of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and that the plans be re-
ferred to the said trustees for that purpose. . 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of th~ Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That in view of the situation of the Art Museum 

building and the importance of its early completion, and in 
view of the resolution of ~9th October, 1875, Mr. Vaux be 
c.irected to complete the plans, specifications and estimates as 
speedily as possible. 

(Minutes, Oct. 29th, 1875, p. 355.) 
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. The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the ·affirma.
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 

The President was, by consent, excused from voting. 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON, the Board ad
journed at 10.30 o'clock P. M., to meet on Monday, the 10~h 
mat. at 9.30 o'clock A.. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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MO~DA.Y, JANUARY 10th, 1876. 

9.30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Meeting for the pllrpose of pllblicly opening proposals for 
the following works and supplies, viz. : 

1. Iron work. 
2. Carpenter's work. 
3. Plastering work. 
4. Plumbing work. 
5. Painting work. 
6. Artificial stone and tile work. 
7. Heating and ventilation work. j 

For equipping and es
tablishing the build
ing erected for a Mu
seum of Natural His
tory. 

8. Elevator work. 
9. Cases. 

(Minutes, Oct. 20th, 1870, p. 339.) 
10. Vitrified pipe. 

(Minutes, Nov. 17th, 1875, p. 393.) 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

The Comptroller of the City of New York. 

The following proposals were received and publicly 
opened: 
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No. I-lum .. WORK. 

1. L. Erzer and F. Cook. .• . ......•.........•••.....•••...•.... 

2. T. W. Rollins ...................... '" ..................... . 

3. Geo. Fischer & Brother ................................... . 

4. The Wat50n Manufacturing Company ..................... " ..• 

No.2-CARPENTER WORK. 

1. J. C. Brady .........•. " •......... " ................•• 

2. Wm. J. O'Connor .... , ........•..... " ... , •• " ...........••. 

3. Philip Herrman .... , . '" .....•...•................. " ...... . 

4. T. W. Rollins .............. , ....................... " ...... . 

5. J. V. Donvan ........•••.........•...•••............••.....• 

No.3-PLASTERING ·WORK. 

[.J£onday, 

$11,700 00 

12.615 00 

22,885 00 

10,808 00 

$38,9011 00 

31,467 00 

33,800 00 

35,560 00 

29,435 00 

1. T. W. Rollins ................................................ $18,785 00 

2. Joseph Pickard ............... , ............................. 16,551 00 

3. John Mahoney.............................................. 8,800 00 

4. Frank Leslie..... . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. ... . . .. .. . . .. . . ... . . ... .. 14,516 89 

5. John McChristie ........ .................................. 9,449 00 

6. D. C. Weeks & Son.. . .... ........ . .. . . ... . . .... .......... ... 12,975 00 

7. John Power ............................................... 17,023 00 

8. Theodore Hnnt ........ , ...... " . .. • •......•.....•......... 

9. Thomas Bennett ....... " ....... , .......................... . 

10. Moran & Armstrong ....................................... . 

11. Thomas O'Hagan .......................................... . 

12. George Stone ............................................. . 

No.4-PLUMBING WORK. 

1. The Glass-lined Pipe and Tube Company of the State of New York. 

2. T. W. Rollins ............................. , ............... . 

3. P. McDermott ........... " ........... ' •• " .......••...... , . 

No. 5.-PAINTING WORK. 

1. T. W. Ronins ...................................... " ...... . 

2. Benjamin Benas ... '" ..••••.•..... '" •• " ...••••.•..•••.•••• 

3. Van Horn & Fogazzi. ....•.......••..•...•••.....••.•••••.•• 

4. John D. Taylor ............................................ . 

IS. James Riley ..••.•...•...••••..•••••..•.••••.•••......••••••• 

14,698 00 

16,300 00 

12,471 00 

9,270 00 

9,875 00 

$1,350 00 

9,600 00 

4,745 00 

$3,800 00 

1,750 00 

2,475 00 

2,800 00 

3,500 00 



January 10, 1876.] 509 

No.6-ARTIFICIAL STONE &'!D TILE ·WORK. 

1. F. W. Lawrence ................................ " .......... . 

2. Charles Schillinger .••...•.....••..••...•........••.••••.•••. 

3. T. W. Rollins ............................................. . 

4. Will. Brennan ............................. '" .............. . 

5. J oh n J. Schillinger ......................................... . 

6. Herman A. Gunther, 31l cts. per square foot, which, on the archi. 

teet's estimates, amounts to. •. ............. . ............... . 

No.7-HEATING AND VENTILATION WORK. 

1. The Angell &; Blake Manufacturing Company .............. , ... . 

2. ·Baker. Smith &; Co ..•••.................•...•....•.......... 

3. Gillis &; Geoghegan .••...•................................... 

4. James O. Morse ....•••..•....•..•••••••..............•...... 

5. Davidson &; Mars .•...........................•.......•..... 

No.8-ELEVATOR WORK. 

1. Copeland &; Bacon ........................................... . 

2. Otis Bros. &; Co .••......•.......•.•............ , ........... . 

3. Cooke & Beggs ..•....•..........................•......... 

4. Joseph Edwards ..•.•••......... , ..•••................. 

No.9-CASES. 

$7,930 00 

10,838 98 

15,533 00 

12,750 00 

13,047 13 

15,455 40 

$14,371 00 

11,660 00 

13,585 00 

15,000 00 

13,132 00 

$2,725 00 

3,500 00 

2,500 00 

2,880 00 

1. T. W. Rollin~ ............................................... $85,867 00 

2. Philip Herrman.. . ........ _ . . .. .. . . . . . . . . ... . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. 74.126 74 

3. The Watson Manufacturing Co........... ..... .......••.... ... 62,800 00 

No. 10-VITRIFIED PIPE. 

1. Stewart &: Co .......•....... " . . .. . . .. . . ... . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. $2,775 00 

2. William Nelson, Jr ..•..........•....................... , .••• 

3. John Smith ............................................. . 

4. The Akron Sewer Pipe Association ...... '.' ................... _ 

5. G. W. Rader & Co .......................................... . 

6. R. G. Walmsley ...•..•........•............•............... 

4,017 19 

3,188 55 

4,913 28 

4,000 00 

3,273 00 
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The Comptroller having then retired, the Board met in ad
journed session. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" 
" 
" 

MARTIN. 

WILLIAMSON. 

O'DONOHUE. 

On motion of Oommissioner :l\fARTIN, the Board adjourned 
without transacting any business, to meet at 3.30 o'clock P. M. 

this afternooll. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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MONDAY, JANUARY 10tll, 1876, 

ADJOURNED MEETING-a.30 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of the 
previous meeting of the 7th inst. and this A. M. was dispensed with. 

The following communication was presented and read: 

Morningside Park Sewer. 

From the Superintending Engineer, stating that the contract 
for the sewer for Morningside Park provides that the work 
shall cease on the first December in each year, unless this 
Department shall otherwise direct, and that no work shall be 
resumed before the time appointed by the Department. 

That the contractor desires permission to go on with the 
work at such time~ during this month as the weather may 
allow. 

(Minutes, Oct. 27th, 1875, p. 353.) 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that it be referred. to the 

Superintending Engineer, with powerto direct said work to be 
proceeded with on such days as he shall deem it advisable to 
do so. 

Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjonrned at 4:30 
clock p. M., to meet on Thursday, the 13th inst., at 4 
o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. p. 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 13th, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 
" WILLIAMSON. 

" O'DoNOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 7th and 10th 

(two meetings) instants were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Stuyvesant Park Fountains. 

From the Health Department, complaining that the basins 

of the fountains in Stuyvesant Park are covered with leaves 
and require cleaning. 

Also from the Superintendent of Parks, stating that the 
leaves are placed in said basins to protect the plumbing and 

drainage from the frost. 

(Minutes, Feb. 19, 1875, p. 520.) 

The' PRESIDENT moved that said communications be filed and 

that the Health Department be notified of the reason the 

leaves are placed in the basins, 

Adollt(;)q, 
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Gravel. 

From the Comptroller of the City, returning the proposal of 

Mr. John A. Bouker for the delivery of 5,000 cubic yards of 

screened gravel, with his approval of the sureties. 

(Minutes, Sept. 18th, 1875, p. 280.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that since the Comptroller had ap

proved of the sureties, he had been notified that one qf th8m, 

Mr. John T. Doyle, had met with some financial embarrass

ments which prevented him from signing the bond, but that 

Mr. Martin J. Early had offered to become a surety in place of 

Mr. Doyle. 

Commissiuner WILT,IA}ISON then offered the following resolu

tion: 
Resolved, That this Board hereby consents to the substitu

tiou of Mr. Martin J. Early in pl'lce of 1\h. Johu T. DCJyle as 
a surety upon the proposal of Mr. John A. Bonker to deli vel' 
5,000 cubic yards of screened gravel. 

Adopted. 

Third avenue Bridge. 

From the Engineer of Construction, reporting that the floor 

of the sidewalks on the Third avenue bridge needs some slight 

repairs. 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the Superintendent 

of Parks be directed to have said repair::; made under the di

rection of the Engineer of Construction. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board 'would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting, in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Central Bridge. 

From the Engineer of Construction, reporting upon the coo-
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dition of the piers of the Central Bridge, and recommending 

that the crib-work, the concrete and the rip-rap of said piers 

be repaired. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said communication 

be laid on the table and that the Engineer of Construction be 

directed to present an estimate of the cost of the work which 
he recommeds to be done. 

Adopted. 

W estchester Avenue 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting 

three s!milar maps or plans and profiles of Westchester ave

nuein the Twenty-third Ward. 

Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following resolution, 
viz. : 

Resolved, That Henry G. Stebbins, the President, and one of 
the officers of the Board of Commissioners of the Department of 
Public Parks be, and he hereby is, designated and directed by 
the said Board to cf\rtify and file, as provided by law, said 
three similar maps or plans or profiles showing the location, 
width, course, windings and grades of Westchester A venue as 
widened from Third Avenue to the Bronx river, within the 
Twenty-third. Ward of the city 'of New York, being partly in 
the former town of :JYIorrisania, and partly in the former town 
of West Farms, as the same have been laid out and are 
hereby determined by the Commissioners of the Department 
of Public Parks, and which said maps or plans and profiles 
are signed "J. J. R. Croes, Civil and Topographical En
gineer," and are dated" New York, December 2Htb, 1875." 

(Minutes, November 29th, 1875, p. 437.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution,anel it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Barel voting in favor 

thereof, a:;: follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Grading Third Avenue. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting 

/ 
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three similar maps or plans and profiles, showing the change of 
grade in Third Avenue, between 138th Street and 147th Street, 
as directed. 

Oommissioner MARTIN then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Henry G. Stebbins, the President, and one of 
the officers of the Board of Oommissioners of the Department 
of Public Parks, be, :tnd he hereby is, designated and directed 
by the said Board to certify and file, as provided by law, said 
three similar maps or plans and profiles, showing the grades of 
THIRD AVE:"lUE, from 138th Street to 147th Street, in the Twenty
third Ward ofthe city of New York (formerly the town of Mor
risania), as altered, amended and e.,tablished, and as the same 
have been laid out and are hereby determined by the Oommis
sioners of the Dep:utment of Public Parks, and which said 
maps or plans and profiles are signed "J. J. R. Oroes, Oivil 
and Topographical Engineer," and are dated "January 10th, 
1876." 

(Minutes, January 5th, 1876, p. 494.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Engineering Force. 

From the Superintending Engineer, stating that be would 

require the services of those members of his force whose em

ployment terminated on the 31st ult., for a longer time. 

The PRESIDENT stated that said communication had been 
sent by the Superintending .Engineer on the 29th ulto., 

and that being unable to present it to the Board at an earlier 

day, he had notified the Superintending Engineer that if 
said employes continued to work for the Department after the 

31st ulto. they would have to do so at their own risk, and sub
ject to the action of the Board in the matter. 
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Commissioner MARTIN then moved that the employment of 

the undermentioned persons from the first to the fifteenth 
insts., both inclusive, at the rates of pay set opposite their 
names respectively, be authorized and approved by tbe Board, 
VIZ. : 

C. M. Harris, assistant engineer ............ " $5 00 per day. 

E. A. lIliller, rodman..... . ............. .... 3 00 

E. Kennedy, chairman ................... " 3 00 

D. Campbell, .. .... .... .... .... 3 00 

J. C. Trimble, 3 00 

W. A. Jeffries, axeman.. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . ... 2 50 

Peter Kelly, .. . .... .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . 2 50 

(Minutes, December 13, 1875, p. 465.) 

'fhe PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would, 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Thomas Bland, Assistant Secretary of the Metro

politan Museum of Art, presenting an estimate of the expendi
tures, during the year 1876, for the keeping, preservation and 
maintenance of the collections of said Museum, amounting in 
all to $20,721.22. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be filed, and 
that the American Museum of Natural History be requested to 
furnish a similar estimate. 

Adopted. 

Telegraph Poles. 

From the Landscape Architect, upon the subject of guying 
the telegraph poles erected round the public parks, and sub. 
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mitting a resolution which he recommended should be 
adopted. 

Filed. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution, as sub

mitted by the Landscape Architect: 

Resolved, That hereafter no wire for guying telegraph poles 
shall be fastened to any tree, post or other objects in the parks, 
except by a permit which shall describe the object, and that 
when it is a tree the permit shall prescribe the use of a wooden 
hoop or other sufficient means of protecting the bark of the 
tree from being cut or injuriously chafed, alld that no permit 
shall be issued except on tlw certificate of an engineer or other 
competent officer, that the wire will not come in the way of 
mowing or other operations required for the maintennnce of 
the parks, and, if the fastenillg is to lw to a tree, that the tree 
is stout enongh to bear any strain to be expected without 
injury. 

Adopted. 

Ponies and Pony Carriages, &Le., on Central Park. 

From the Landscape Architect, reporting upon an applica

tion made by Mr. J. J. Snow for renewal of his license to let 

ponies for hire in Central Park, and also that he be granted 

enlarged privileges in connection with said license. 

(Minutes, October 8th, 18i5, p. 312.) 

Referred to the Executive Committee to report. 

Superintendent's Report. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting on the pro
gress of ihe wurk under his charge for the two weeks ending 

December 4th, 1875. 

(Minutes, December 3d, 1875, p. 450.) 

Filed. 

Engineer and Surveyor of Street Openings, &ce. 

From the Engineer and Surveyor of Street Openings and 

Improvements, with relation to portions of his pay for the 
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months of September, October, November and December, 
1875, which are still due to him. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 
to Commissioner Williamson to examine and report. 

Adopted. 

Opening and acquiring title to Streets, &c. 

From the Engineer and Surveyor of Street Openings and 

Improvements, stating that under various Acts the title to por
tions of the Streets and Avenues mentioned in the resolution 
of October 27th, 1875, and entered on page 354 of the minutes, 
has heretofore been acquired, and asking instructions as to 

how to prepare the maps and descriptions of the Streets, &c., 

for the purpose of instructing the Counsel to the Corporation 
in the matter. 

(Minutes, Nov. 24, 1875, p. 421.) 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communication 

, be referred to Commissioner Martin to examine and report 
upon. 

Adopted. 

Foreman in the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From Mr. L. L. Delafield and twelve other gentlemen resid

ing in the late town of Rill~sbriclge, requesting that William 
Thoru, of Riverdale, be appointed a foreman in the 23d and 
24th Wards. 

Laid on the table. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, submitting the plans and 
specifications for the slating and copper work of the Museum 
of. Art, and estimating the cost of the work at $4,750. 

(Minutes, Jan. 7,1876, p. 504.) 

The PRESIDENT moved thiOl>t sa.id specifications be approved, 
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and that the Secretary be directed to prepare and insert the 
necessary advertisements for proposals for the work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Mineral Springs. 

From Mr. C. Ryan, applying fot' the use of the Mineral 

Springs in the Central Park during the coming summer, should 
the present licensee (Mr. C. Schultz) give them up. 

Referred to the Executive Committee to report. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com

mittee, presented the following three reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg" leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Hogan, John, labor and materials ..... Museum of Art ..... 

Rollins, True ,V., labor andmateria!s .. City Parks lmpt. 

Fund .......... . 

Rollins, True W., labor and materials .. City Park, lmpt. 

Fund ......... '. 

Watson Mf'g Co., labor and materials .. Museum of Art ... . 

$6,933 00 

2,337 50 

2,932 50 

37,500 00 

$49,703 00 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art ...•.••...••.•....•• ' .... .. $44,433 00 

City Parks Improvement Fnnd ...................... . . 1i,270 00 

----$49,70300 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of forty.nine thousand seven hundred 

and three dollars. 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, I .Auditil1!! • 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, f Committe,. 

New York, January "5th, 18'16. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Am. Dist. Telegraph Co., rent and 

services .•••.....•... " ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P •••• 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Ayres, Sam'l P., Estate of, stop cock ••. City Parks Impt. , 

Fund ......... . 

Bigelow Blue Stone Co., blue stone .... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ ,. 

Bogert, Harris, fish .....•.......••.. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Crissey, Wm. V., & Co., brimstone .... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Cartwright, Wm., fish and vegetables, 

November ........................ :Maint. and Govrnt. 

Parks and P •..• 

Goodyear I. R. Glove Co., horse cover 

and apron ....... " ............ , .. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Gates, Church E., & Co., lumber ..•... HarlemRiv.Bridges 

repairs, &e .•••• 

Gifford & Beach, shafts ••.•.•..•••••• Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 
2 

$6 00 

1801i 

$24 OIS 

22 00 

42 60 

45 17 

2 00 

79 90 

Iii 00 

175 00 

15 00 
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Gold lIud Stook Telegraph Co., rent of 

line ............................. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... $15 62 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 46 88 

$62 50 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas, November .. M:aint. and Govmt, 

Parks and P. . . . $223 30 

HarlemRiv.Bridges 

repairB, &e .• , .. 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ....•..... HarlemRiv.Bridges 

repairs, &e ..•.. 

Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fnnd ......... . 

1faint., etc-, 23d and 

24th Wards •.•. 

Surv'g, Laying out, 

etc., 2:jd and 24th 

Wards ....... .. 

Judd Linseed &; Sp. Oil Co., sp. oil. .... Mnint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ...• 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Harlem R. Bridgas, 

Repairs, &c ..... 

Jackson, James L., stable fittings ..... City Parks Impt. 

Fnnd ......... . 

Keuffel &; Esser, Engineers' supplies ... Survey'g, Lay'gout, 

etc., 23d and 24th 

Wards ....... .. 

King, Joseph, keep of horse .•.•..•••. Surveying &; Lay

ing out 23d and 

24th Wards ..... 

Labugh, Wm. 0, salt •••.••••••..•••. ]\faint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..•• 

'1'1 00 

300 30 

$12 05 

25 22 

69 '15 

1'1 91S 

25 

125 22 

$62 90 

11 10 

9 25 

83 25 

232 '11 

10 00 

30 00 

6 25 
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Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas, Nov ••.• Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Moffatt, Davis & Co., leather .••........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P •.•• 

Mott, J. L. Iron Works, grate, stove-

pipe, &c ...•....••.....•........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ...• 

Harlem R. Bridges 

Repairs, &c ..... 

Murphy & Nesbitt, bricks and lime .. , .City Parks Imp. F. 

McDermott, John, meat, Nov .•...... , .Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ..... 

N. Y. Cement Co., cement •.........••. City Parks Imp. F. 
Potter Howard, Treas., insurance. ',' ., .Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Slattery, Jas-, building stone and mould, City Parks Imp.F. 

Tode, Thos. F., coal .....••.......... Maint., 23d & 24th 

"'ards ........ .. 

Telfair, 1. H. & Co., oils .............. Harlem R. Bridges 

Repairs, &c ..... 

Verplanck, Bros., mats robes, &c ...... Maint. and Go\·mt. 

Parks and P .•.. 

City Parks Imp. F. 

Surveying & Lay

ing out, &c., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

&c ...•..•• , ••• 

Van Riper, Chas, spikes .... , .••..•••. Maint. 23d and 

$1444 

5 10 

----

$33 99 

38 09 

12 50 

24th Wards.... 3 '75 

Harlem R. Bridge 

Repairs, &c ..... 

Vanderbilt Bros., nuts .•.............. Maint and Govmt. 

Parks and P .•.. 

Watrous & Willson, lumber ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

City Parks Imp. F. 

26 25 

$52 CO 

146 '75 

$610 CO 

11 88 

19 54 
150 00 

229 00 

488 '75 

400 00 

838 56 

13 00 

6 '75 

84 58 

3000 

5 00 

198 '76 

$4,306 '16 
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RECAPITULATION. 

M~intemlnce and Government Parks and Places, 1875. .• $1,835 67 

City Parks Improvement Fund ....•••............. , . . 2,072 24 

lIarlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maintenance, 

1875.......................................... 311 40 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th 1Vards, 1875. . . 52 75 

Maintenance, &c., 23d & 24th Wards, 1875.... .... .... . 34 70 
$4,306 76 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of forty.three hundred and six 

dollars and seventy·six cents. 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, t Auditing 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, f Committee. 

New York, January 6th, 1876. 

The Auditing ComlLittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 

Annin & Co, skatingfiag ...•••••.•.... Maint. and Govmt. 
Parks and P ..•. 

Croes, J. Jas. R., petty expenses .... , •• Survy'g. Laying 
out, &c., 23d & 

24th Wards, '75, 

Central Gas Light Co., gas ............ R. R. Bridges, 
Rep., Impt.,&c., 

'75 ......... .. 

Douglass, W. P., rent Mus. of Art ...... Maint. and Govmt. 
Parks and P., 

1875 ......... . 

Donaldson, Thos., repairs to lanterns, &c. Maint and Govt. 
P. and P., 1875. 

Fischer, W. L., petty expenses ......... Maint. and Govt. 
P. and P., 1875. 

City Parks Impt. F. 

Fitch, S. & W. B., stone ............... CityParks Impt. F. 

Gordon, Robt., Acts. Treas., expenses 

Mus. of Art •..•....•••.•..•...... Maint. and Govt. 
P. and P.,1875. 

$19 45 

6 00 

$12 00 

49 60 

56 00 

1.333 33 

44 25 

25 45 

890 78 

1,725 60 
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Harlem Gas-Light Co., gas, Dee .......• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

H. R. Bridges, 

Rep .. Impt.,&c" 

1875 ......... . 

Harlem Gas-Light Co., gas meter ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

Hotchkiss, Guy, C. Field & Co., axles, 

&c ..... ' ........................ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

City Parks Impt. F. 

/Rolbrook, E. E. & Bros., glass .......• Mus. Natl. Rist ... 

/ Maint. and Govnt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses .......... Muint. and Govnt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

City Parks Impt F. 

H. R. Bridges, 

Reps., Irnpt.&c. 

1875 ......... . 

Sury'g, Laying 

out, &c., 23d &: 

24th Wards, 

1875 .......... . 

Johnson, Isaac G. &: Co., washers •...•. R. R. Bridges, 

Reps., Impt.&c .. 

1875 ........ .. 

Manhattan Gas-Light Co., gas, Dec ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and --1'., 1875. 

Metropolital Gas-Light Co., gas, Dec .... Maint. and Goyrnt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

New York Gas-Light Co" gas, Dec ..... Maint. and Goyrnt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

N. Y. Muiual Gas.Light Co., gas-meter . Maint. and Goymt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

Rader, G. W. & Co., vitrified pipe ..... City Parks Irnpt. F. 

United Farmers' Milk Co., milk ........ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

$238 96 

82 40 
$321 36 

80.70 

$3.23 

21 62 
24 85 

$86 63 

2 00 
88 63 

$44 11 

20 67 

10 50 

25 
75 1)3 

8 66 

613 50 

339 25 

627 00 

8 25 

230 21) 

22 32 
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Valentine &; Briggs, rent, Dec ......... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... . 

Weeks, D. C. &; Son, labor and matls ... Mus. Nat. His .. . 

Watrous &; Willson, lumber ........... Mus. Nat. His ... . $61 14 

Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P., 187;"). 18 06 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 1875... $5,132 01 

City Parks Improvement Fund .................. _.. . . . 1,169 32 

Harlem River Bridges, repairs, Impt. and Maint" 1875. ,. 157 56 

Surveying, Laying out, &c., 23d ane! 21th ,Yards, 1873.. .. 4.9 85 

Maintenance, &c., 23<1 & 24th 'Vards........... ...... . . 30 00 

Museum Natural History ............................ , . 1,092 77 

$30 00 
945 0) 

79 20 

$7,631 51 

--- $7,631 51 

Amounting iu the aggregate to 

dollars and fifty-one cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, January, 13, 1876. 

the sum of seventy·six hundred and thirty.one 

DAVID B. ,Vn.LIAMsoN, I Auditing 
JOSEPH J. O'DmWHUE f Gummittee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, aI:td it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof as follows: 
.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Parks in Fourth Ave. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Landscape Architect be directed to pre-
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pare and present an uniform plan for the improvement of the 
public places, in Fourth Avenue; from 67th Street to 96th 
Street, laid out under autbority of Chapter 5:.:8, Laws of 18~3. 

Adopted. 

Police Uniforms. 

Commissioner WILLUMSON moved the Secretary be directed 

to prepare and insert the necessary advertisements. for such 
number of uniform pantaloons, not exceeding eighty, as may 
be required by the police force. 

(l\linutes, Dec. 15, 1875, p. 481.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Licenses, &c., in Central Park . 

. Commissioner MAHTIN moved that the subject of all licenses 

and occupations in Central Park, be referred to the Executive 
Committee and report upon. 

(Minutes, Jan. 13, 1876, p. 518.) 

The PHESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Awarding Contracts. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the subject of awarding 
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the contracts for the several works, &c., for which proposals 
were received on the 10th inst., be taken up at the next 
meeting, and that :Mr. O. Vaux, architect, be requested to be 
present. 

(:Minutes J an'y 10, 1876, p. 508) . . 
Adopted. 

Senate Committee. 

Commisssoner :MARTIN presented a statement of the opera
tions of the Department, for the year 1875; evidence in re
spect to which hall been given by Oommissioner Stebbins, 
before the Senate Oommittee, and offered the following reso
lution: 

Resolved, That this statement be received, and adopted by 
the Board, and sent to the Senate Oommi£ee. 

Oommissioner MARTIN then moved that the statement and 
resolution be laid over till the next meeting. 

(Minutes J an'y 7, 1876, p. 502). 
Adopted. 

Battery Park. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the subject of the application of 
the United States Government, for the purchase of a portion 
of the Battery Park, and laid over on the 15th December 1875, 
be now taken up. 

(Minutes Dec. 15th, 1875, p. 497).) 
Adopted. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE then moved that the said subject 

be referred to the President to communicate to the Ohairman 
of the Bo[trd of Aldermen, to whom the matter was referred, 
the report of the Landscape Architect, in relation thereto. 

Adopted. 

Laying out 23d and 24th Wards 

The President presented a requisition, dated 29th Dec., 
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1875, and made by the Landscape Architect for various arti
cles required in an office hired by him under authority of its 

resolution adopted on the 15th Dec., 1875, and entered on page 
481 of the minutes. 

(Minute,s Dec. 15, 1875, p.481). 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said requisition be ap

proved. 
Adopted. 

Inspectors Meehan and Barry. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE offm'ed the following preamble 

and resolution : 
Wherea.~, Mr. Wm. H. Grant, late engineer in charge of the 

work of paving Third avenue, did not certify to the pay-rolls 
of inspectors Meehan and Barry before the expiration of his 
employment, 

Resolved, That said pay-rolls be referred to Commissioner 
MARTIN to examine, and if found correct, to certify same in 
place of the engineer. 

Adopted. 

Battery Park. Elevated Rail way. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the suhject of the appli
cation of the New York Elevated Railway Co., to extend its 
line across the Battery Park be now taken up. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the c.onsideration 6f 
said subject be further laid over, until the next meeting of the 

Board. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board ad
jonrned at 7.15 o'clock, P. ~L, to meet on Tuesday, the 18th 
inst., at 4:30 o'clock, P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. r. P. 
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 18th, 1876:' 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4.30 O'OLOCK P. l'rI. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 

O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 13th inst. were 
read and approved. 

Reservoir Squa~e. 

The order of business was then suspended on motion 'of 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE, and the following owners of proper
ty in the neighborhood of Reservoir Square were received, viz. : 

Messrs. L. S. Comstock, Robert Irwin, David Banks and 
Cornelius O'Reilly. 

They urged the necessity of the removal of the urinal placed 
in said square from its position near Fortieth Street to a 

point equally distant from Fortieth and Forty-second Streets, 
and close to the wall of the reservoir. 

(Minutes, July 21, 1875, p. 150.) 
They then retired. 

Battery Park-Elevated Railway. 

Mr. Matthew Byrnes, a property owner, was then received 
and heard in opposition to the application of the New York 
Elevated Railway Company for permission to construct its line 
across the Battery Park. He stated that an association of 
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property owners, of whom he was one, had employed counsel 

to present their views to the Oommissioners, but that he was 
unable to attend to-day, and therefore asked an adjoumment of 

the subject to allow counsel to be heard. 
(Minutes, Jan. 13, 1876, p. 529.) 

Oommissioner MARTI~ then moved that the subject be laid 

over until Thumday, the 20th inst., at 4 o'clock P. M., at which 

time it be taken up and counsel heard. 

Adopted. 
Mr. Byrnes then retired. 

Awarding Contracts. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the subject of awarding the 
contracts for the several works and supplies, for which pro
posals were received on the 10th inst., be now taken up. 

(Minutes, Jan. 13, 1876, p. 527.) 

Adopted. 

Iron Work, Museum of Natural History. 

Oommissioner WILLIAl\IS0N moved that the proposal (No.4) 

of the 1Yatsoll Manufacturing Oompany for the iron work of 
the Museum of Natural Histor'y building be accepted as the 

lowest bid; that the contract be awarded to said cO,mpany, 
and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to exe
cute the same for and on behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Carpenter Work, Museum of Natural History. 

Oommissioner WILLIAMSO~ moved that the proposal (No.5) 
of ]\lr. J. V. Donvan for the carpenter's work of the Museum 
of Natural History building be accepted as the lowest bid; 
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that the contract be awarded to said J. V. Donvan, and that 

the President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute the 

same for and on behalf of this Department. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree ,to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

fa vor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 
Plastering Work, Museum Natural History. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSQN moved that the proposal (No.3) 
of Mr. John Mahoney for the plastering work of the Museum 
of Natural History building be accepted as the lowest bid; 
that the contract be awarded to said John Mahoney, and that 
the President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute same 
for and on behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether tho Board would 
agree to said motion, and it WIlS determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don-, 
ohue-4. 

Plumbing Work, Museum Natural History. 

The PRESIDENT presented the following letter from the Presi
dent of the Glass-lined Pipe & Tube 00., and moved that it 

be received and filed: 
Adopted. 

"New York, Jan. 18,1876. 
To the Commissioners of the Depart.ment 

of Public Parks, 
GentIemen,-In response to yonr citation. dated the 15th inst., I called at your 

office at 3 o'clock P. M. to-day. and beg to make the following- statement: 
Having made a proposal for the plumbing work for the Museum of Natural 

History, according to advprLisement, for thil'teen hnndr"d and fifty dollars, I was 
informed by the President of your Department that no contract could be given 
for the plumbing work separatl'ly, but that such contract can only begiven for the 
plumbing and gas-fitting together. I therefore respectfully withdraw my said 
proposal. 

Yours, rrspectfully. 
(8igned) WId. RADDE, 

President of the Glass-lined Pipe &; Tube Co., 
548 Pearl street. 
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Commissioner MARTIN then moved that the proposal (No.3) 

of Mr. P. McDermott for the plumbing work of the Museum of 

Natural History building be accepted as the lowest bid; that 
the contract be awarded to said P. McDermott, and that the 

President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute same, for 
and on behalf of this Department. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved as a substitute therefoT 

that the proposal (Xo. 1) of the Glass-lined Pipe & Tube Co. , 
of the State of New York, for the plumbing work of the Mu-
seum of Natural History building, be accepted as the lowest bid; 
that the contract be awarded to said Glass-lined Pipe & Tube 

Co., and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to exe

cute same for and on behalf of this Department. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agTee to said substitute, moved by CommissioneT Wi11ia~son, 
and it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the 
m.embers of the Board not voting in favor theTeof, as follows: 

. Aye-Commissioner 'Villiamson-l. 

Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

Tlie PRESIDENT then moved that the subject of awarding the 
contract £01' said plumbing work, and also said motion moved 

by Commissioner Martin, be laid over until the next meeting 

Adopted. 

Painting Work, Museum of Nat~lral History. 

Commission.er WILLIAMSON moved that the proposal (No.2) 

of Mr. Benjamin Benas for the painting work of the Museum of 
Natural History building be rejected as informal, the sureties 
not having justified in the amount Tequired. 

"Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the proposal (No.3) of Messrs. 
Van Horn & Fogazzi fOT the painting work of the Museum of 
Natural History building be accepted as the lowest bid; that the 
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contract be awarded to said Van Horn & Fogazzi, and that the 

Presid~mt be, and hereby is, authorized to execute same for and 
on behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Artificial Stone and Tile 'York-Museum Natural History. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the proposal (No.1) 
of Mr. F. W. Lawrence for the artificial stone and tile work 
of the Museum of Natural History building be accepted as the 
lowest bid; that the contract be awarded to said F. W. Law

rence, and that the President be, and hereby is, anthorized to 
execute same f8l' and on behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the qUE'stion whether the Board would 
agree to sa.id motion, and it was determined in the affirmlttive, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson,O'Don
ohue-4. 

Heating and Ventilation Work, Museum of Natural History. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that thtl proposal (No.2) of 
Messrs. Baker, Smith & Co., for the heating and ventilation 
work of the Museum of Natural History building be accepted 
as the lowest bid; that the contract be awarded to said Baker, 
Smith & Co., and that the President be, and hereby is, author
iz~d to execute same for and 011 behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would, 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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.a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Elevator Work, Museum of Natural History. 

The PRiSIDENT moved that the proposal (No.3) of Messrs. 
Cooke & Beggs for the elevator work of the Museum of Natu
ral History building be accepted as the lowest bid ; that the 
contract be awarded to said Cooke & Beggs, and that the Pres
ident be, and hereby is, authorized to execute same for and on 
behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the member::> of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'DOll

ohue-4. 

Cases, Museum sf Natural History. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the proposal (No.3) 
of the Watson Manufacturing Co. for the cases for the Museum 

of Natural History building, be accepted as the lowest bid; 
that the contract be awarded to said company, and that the 
President be, and he hereby is, authorized to execute same 
for and on behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a'majority of all the members of the Board voting in fayor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 
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Vitrified Pipe. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the proposal (No.1) of Messrs. 
Stewart & Co. for vitrified pipe be accepted as the lowest bid; 

that the contract be awarded to said Stewart & Co., and 
that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute 
same for and on behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

The order of business being then resumed, the following 
communications were presented and read: 

Third Avenue Improvement. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, in which he states, 
after reviewing the opinion of the late Counsel to the Corpora
tion on the subject of the issue of bonds by the Comp
troller of the city for the improvement of Third Avenue: "I 
"have carefully considered the questions involved in this mat
"tel', and, while it is possible that the opinion of my prede
" cessor may be sustained by the courts, I do not think the 
" matter is so entirely free from doubt as to justify me in hold
" ing that it is the duty of the Comptroller to issue bonds to 
" the full amount transferred· to him." 

(Mi.nutes, Jan. 6, 1875, p. 431.) 
Filed. 

Morningside Park. 

From the Commissioner of the Department of Public Work, 
requesting that this Department would determine the lines of 
cnrb and other surface constructions in the streets and avenues 
bounding Morningside Park, to enable the necessary surveys 
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plans and estimates for letting the work of regulating and 

grading them to be proceeded with. 

Filed . 

. The PRESIDENT then presented duplicate plans of said 

s'reets and avenues, prepared by the Landscape Architect, 

whereupon 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the duplic;lte plans showing the line of curb 
and other surface constructions on the streets and avenues 
adjacent to Morningside PLuk, dated" New York, April 27th, 
1875," and signed "Fred. Law Olmsted, Landscape Arehi
tect," be, and they hereby are, adopted, and that the lines of 
curb and other surface constructions, as the same are shown 
on said plans, are hereby determined by this Department in 
pursuance of Sec. 1 of Chap. 050, Laws of 1873; and that the 
President be, amI hereby is, authorized and directed to certify 
both of said plans, to cause one of them to be filed in the 
office of this Department and to transmit the other to the 
Department of Public Works. 

(Minutes, October 16th, 1873, p. 347.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Force in the 23d and 24th IV ards. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, ask

ing that five more laborers be appointed. 

Laid on the table. 

Menagerie-Young Lions. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that it is 

necessary to have a large and strong bitch for the purpose of 

rearing the young lions. That he has hired one which can be 

purchased for $20, which he recommends to be done. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Director ()f the Menagerie 
be authorized to procure a suitable animal for the purposes of 
rearing said young lions, at a cost not exceeding $20. 

The PRESIDENT put. the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Menagerie-Antelopes. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, enclosing a communi
cation from Mr. M. E. Killennalln, of Russell, Russell county, 

Kansas, offering to sell and deliver, properly boxed, to the 
express company there, four young antelopes for $100, and re
commending that said antelopes be purchased. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the said antelopes be purchased 
at a price not exceeding $100, as recommended. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 
No-Commissioner Williamson-I. 

Morris Avenne. 

From Mr. Christian H. Otten, requesting that the title to 
Morris Avenue, as extended and widened, be acquired. 

(Minutes, Dec. 29, 1875, p. 485.) 
Referred to the Executive Committee to report. 

Assembly Committee on Cities. 

From Hon. Hamilton Fish, Chairman of the Assembly 
Committee on Cities, notifying the Commissioners that said 
Committee would, on the 20th inst., consider a bill amending 
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"An Act to reorganize the local governmC1Jt of -(he City of New 
York," passed April 30th, 1873. 

Filed. 

Senate and Assembly Bills. 

From Mr. Sanders Wilson, Superintendent of Documents in 

the Senate, orrei·ing to supply this Depilrtrnent with printed 

copies of the Senato and Assembly bills during this session, for 

$50. 
Commissioner :J\LUlTIN moved tbat :'.'Ill'. l,Vibon's offer be 

accepted, and that on his snIlplying copies of the bills, he be 

paid $50 at the termination of the lwesollt session of the 
Legislature. 

rfbe PnESIDE);T put the question ,,,hether the Board would 

agree to saic1 motion, and it vras determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of ~~ll tho members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayc8-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don-
011ue-4. 

3d Ayenue. 

From Mr. M. Shiel and other residents in the 23c1 Ward, 

complaining that the sidewalks on rfhird Avenue, between 150th 

and 157th Streets are rendered ,impassable, obstructions being 

placed on them, and asking that such obstructions be removed. 

Referred to the President, with power. 

John C. Dwym·. 

:From Mr. John C. Dwyer, applying for the position of park-

keeper. 
Laid on the table. 

Camera Obscnl'a. 

From ~Jr .. Ferdinand May, asking permlsslOn to erect a 

Camera Obscura in the Central Park. 

(Minutes, August 18th, 1875, p. 209.) 

Commissioner VVILUAMSON moved that said application be 

refused. 

Adopted. 
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Vault. 

From the Landscape Architect, upon the necessity of the 

erection of a new fire proof vault for the preservation of the 

maps, plans and records of the Department. 

(Minutes, Oct. 27, 1875, p. 351.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said communication 

be recehed, andluid over for future consideration. 

Adopted. 

.James Kelly. 

]'rom ]'VIrs. B. Kelly, widow, applying for the restoration of 

James Kelly, as a laborer, on the ground that he is the sole 

support Ot herself and family. 

Laid on the table. 

Engiueer and Surve yOI' of Street Opening's, &c. 

Commissioner ,,\VILLIAllfSON, to whom was referred the com

munication of theEugineer and Surveyor of Street openings and 

improvements relative to portions of his and his assistants' pay, 

still due, verbally reported anti submitted a statement made by 

the said Engineer and Surveyor thereon, and recommended the 

adoption of the following preamble aud resolution: 

Wherea8, The work of the Engineer and SUrYeyor of Street 
openings and improvements, and his assistants, upon Third 
Ayenue, for the purposes of the gral1ing of said Avenue from 
14 7th St. to the Harlem RiYer, and the maps and snrveres made 
by them, have been used by und were necessary to enable the 
Civil and 'fopographical Engineer to prepare the maps, and 

. plans for the change of the gnule of said Avenue, recently adopt
ed by this Board, therefore, 

Resolved, That the 06mptrollel' of the city be, and he hereby 
is, requested to pay all salaries or fees dne to sui(l Engineer and 
Surveyor and his assistants, L. A. Risse, Louis l<'alkenau, 
Daniel Oampbell and Patrick Phillips, up to anel illCll1lling the 
month of December, 1075, and whieb have been charged to the 
work of gmdingThird Avenue from 147th DtreettoHarlemRiver, 
out of the appropriation for "surveying, laying out, monu-
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menting, &c., north end of the island and 23d and 24th wards," 
fur 1875. 

(Minutes, January 13th, 1876, p. 518.) 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said report be accepted 

and adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDE~T put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Senate Committee. 

Commissioner MARTIN then moved that the subject of the 
statement of the operations of the Department presented by 
him at the meeting of the Board held on the 13th January, 

1876, be now taken up. 
(Minutes, January 13th, 1876, p. 528.) 

Adopted. 

Commissioner MARTIN then offered the resolution in relation 

thereto offered by him at said meeting, viz. : 
Resolved, That tllis stah"ment be received and adopted by the 

Board, and sent to the Senate Committee. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to the said resolution, and it was determined in the nega
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board not yoting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, ·Williamson-2. 

Grading Third Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, Tbat the Board of Aldermen be requested to adopt 

the following resolution, namely: 
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Resolved, That the ordinance directing Third A venue to be graded betwepn 
Harlem River and 147th Street, adopted on the 10th December, 1874, and ap
proved by the Mayor on the 21st December, 1874, be amended so as to read as 
follows: 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor, AlJ,,'m£-rt and Commonalty ,of the city of New York, 
in Common Council convened: 

That Third Avenue, in the Twenty-third Ward, between Harlem River and 
One Hundred and Forty-seventh street, be graded in nccordance with the grade 
established by the Commissioners appointed by the Legisll1lure for opening and 
laying out streets, roads and av~nlles in the town of Morrisania, as same has been 
aite1'ed and amended b.'1 tlte Dep",·tmeni of Public Parks, and that such work be 
done under the direction of the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks, 
in accordance with Section 14 of Chapter :J2\! of the Laws of 1874, and that the 
accompanying ordinance therefor be adopted. 

(Minutes, Jan. G, 1875, p. 429, and Nov. 11, 1875, p. 412.) 
Adopted. 

Appropriations for 1876. 

Commissioners O'DoNoHuE and MARTIN, from the Executive 

Committee, to which committee was referred the subject of the 

appropriations for 1876, presented the following report: 

'l'he Board of Estimate and Apportionment have appropri
ated for t~e principal items of the work of the Department, for 
the year 1870, the following SUIllS : 

For salaries ......................... . 
For police .... , ..................... . 
For general maintenance .......... . 

$55,000 
no,ouo 
187,500 

$352,500 

The first and last of these snms are lesH than the amounts 
expended for these purposes in previous years, and the second 
is greater. 

'l'he division of the gross sum is not such as a clear view of 
the operations of the Department would indicate, but its pur
pose, of greater econ0my and efficiency in expenditure, is ap
parent, and that purpose we must carry out. 

The question in regard to the power of that Board, to make 
this division and to determine against which fund, construction 
or maintenance, all salaries must be charged, it is not neces
sary to consider. In either view the purposes are alike, and 
we have the means of carrying those purposes into effect, in 
the way that will produce the best results. 

The annexed table shows the sums that have been expended 
by the Department for the last three years, on its various ac
counts, and in contrast with them the appropriations for 1876. 
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The most notable diminution is in the amount applicable to 
the general maintenance of the parks. Unless managed with 
great economy, the money will be inadequate, and the results 
will be disastrous. 

TABLE A. 

MAIXTE~A~C" EXPEXDITl'RES. 

-------"----

I 
1873. 

I • 

1874. 1875. 
APrs. 

1876. 

I-----i------- --------

Harlem R. Bridgesi I 1 I 
Rr-ps., &c ........... 

1 
~8.048 181 $19.537 82 831,135 78

1 

:rvlusic ................ i 6,955 olq 7,.')UO bll 4,642 001 
~:40,OOO 00 

5,000 00 
'/,500 00 Independence day ...... 1 9,598 97 1' 9,796 60 7,756 51 1 

Maint. 23d and 24th I 
War(k ......... "" ., ............ 1 40,126 05 49,931 10 40,000 Or) 

Br~~~~., R~~~~ .. ~l~i~~~~i. . .. . ...... 1. " .... " ....... , ....... 1 15,000 00 
Surveying, Laying ont,' 1 

etc ................ I...... ... ... 56,201 49 33.518 89!1 25,000 00 
City Hall Pavement ... "I' •••• " •••••. 1

1

, ...... " .. ............. 10,OUO 00 
Museums of Art aud N.I . 

Hist ...•........ '" .1 .... · ...... '1" 25,40ii 7" 26,957 25: 30.000 01) 
Salaries .............. , 22,772, 21 20271 76' 48.472 45'1 55,0110 00 
Police ................ 1 SH,o;';H 62

1

1 97,36,) 54! %,019 25 1 110,0(\0 00 
Genl, Maintenance ..... ! 322,619 25 295,177 43) 276,:393 941 157,500 1:0 
Mus. Obs. & Gallery of: I i 

Art ............... \~!)26 95i __ 14.'884~i~=I~~~'~ 
I 1 1 , I $479,180 18 $5,,6,274 45\ $574,827 171 $495,000 00 

======================== 
The totals of these figures for expenditures in 1875, will ya}'y somewhat as the 

bill" for materials are recei veLl and settled. 

THE ORDER OF REDUCTION. 

The primary purpose for which the money is expended is to 
keep the parks in fine order; to keep the roads and walks in 
good condition, the bridges and other structures in repair, the 
tur;, the plantations, the flowers and foliage in growth, so tbat 
the general effect, year by year, will be to enhance the beauty 
and attractiveness of the Parle A failure in allY of the numer
ous details of this work will be very llamaging; for insufficient 
repair and negligence soon lead to the necessity of expensive 
reco 11 struc tions. 
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Second in importance of these expenditures is the Police. 
Its purpose is to preEerve order, to prevent depredation and 
annoyances, and to attend to the comfort, protection and en
joyment of the visitors. The protection of so extended and 
valuable a property is next it! order to its cultivation.· 

(rhe salaries of the official and clerical force employed in do
ing this \I ork is the third in order, and should be reduced to 
the lowest sum. It is a deduction out of the money expended 
on the proper work of the parks, of the proportion necessary 
to carry 'the money to its destination, like the expenses oIa 
missionary society used in conveying its funds to their object, 
or like the expellse of the official machinery necessary in col
lecting the revenue of a state. 

These three sulJjects, therefore, should be treated in this 
order. As much as possible sllOuld be expended on the Park 
cultivation, and this amount shoulLl be increased by the most 
rigid deductions in the sums paid for police and, salaries. 

SALARIES. 

Salan·e8.-The $55,000 appropriated for salaries covers all 
salaries in the Department except the mechanics, laborers and 
their foremen, and the engineers and superintendent in the 23d 
and 24th ",:Yards. The whole of these salaries must be brought 
within this sum, and must be paid out of tile maintenance 
fund. The annexed table (B) shows the salaries which were 
paid in the Department during the year 1875, and it is apparent 
that a great reduction must be made. This can be accomp
lished bv: 

Ist.-'Placing engineering force employed on construction 
work upon the pay-rolls for that work. 

2d.-Placing some of the messengers and other skilled 
laborers, who now appear on the list of salaried employes, 
upon the proper pay-roll. 

3d.-Reducing some of the salaries of the present clerks. 
4th.-Discharging clerks who are not necessary. 
It is obvious that the proposition to reduce all salaries by a 

percentage would be an injudicious mode of reduction and 
would work positive injustice, because, as the duties and clerks 
are now arranged, there are "omewhose services are not needed, 
and whose time is not employed; there are cases where the 
compensation is very high for the services rendered, and other 
cases where employes are fulfilling the duties of two offices for 
the pay of one. 
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TABLE B. 
S.ALARIES. 

18'15. 

"--""- - -- ---""---~---==-=---c=c:~-=-=--"-----~----~-~ 

! I 
~IAIX- i. COXSTRl:C- I' 

TEXAXCE. I TIOX, 
TOTAL. 

GEXERAL OFFlCE. 

Pre5ident ........... 1 
I 

431 $5,486 49
1 
~1,OI3 $6,499 92

1 Irwin ........ " .... , 3,:l35 891 1,264 III 4,500 00 
Evans .............. ' 2,157 26' 842 74! 3,000 OUI 
Lord .•............. 2,157 26

1 
84~ '74: 3,0011 OU I 

Hecker ............. 862 90, 337 lUi 1,200 00 1 

Beall ......... , " ... 675 70
1 

263 2.') 939 on l 

Watkins ............ 788 371 307 13, 1,095 5ul I 
I :---1 $20,234 42' 

OFFICE DESIGX AXD Sl:PERIXl'EXDEXCE. 

Olmsted. ••• ••••• • ··--1 

Whittemore ... '" ... 
Martin ............. 1 

Bogart ........... . 
Calkins ............ " 
Bailey ............ . 
Sibeth .......... " .. 
Hermans ............ . 

$4,674 09 ::;-1,525 93 ~6,500 02 
1,994 :)6 705 64 2,700 00' 

527 1'0 215 00 742 501 , , 
--~~-I 

EXGIXEER's OFFICE. 

$922 551 
674 181 

•• ...... ·1 
266 1 i! 
212 901 

$4,260 7l' $5,183 261 
1,225 78 1,8V9 96' 

345 00: 345 001 
1,233 86 ] ,499 981 

987 09: ~9 99i 

OFFICE SUPERIXTEXDIXG ARCHITECT. 

$9,942 521 

I 
10,128 191 

Munckwitz ......... 1 $3,R36 20'1 $],550 401 $4,886 60i 
Krause ...• '" ...... 1 178 5U, 760 50 939 001 I 

! I, ----I $5,825 601 

Van Valkenburg .... . 
Belton ............ . 
Harrison .......... . 
Sterne ............. . 
Carpenter ......... . 
McLaughlin ........ . 

Trimbl :;;~ ....... 1 
Fisher . ............ . 
Beckett. ,~", ....... . 

I 

OFFICE DISBURSIXG CLERK. 

$2.876 301 $1,128 66 
1,294 3o! 5115 M, 

i;<3,1)!)9 96 
] ,800 1101 
1,500 00, 
1 900 00' 

1,078 63! 421 
862 90i :,37 
563 12, 219 
563 12' 219 

'782 50i 
782 5(1; 
---j 

SUPERI:-<TEXDENT'S OFFICE. 

$1.438 111 
1,234 05 

563 121 

$561 81! $1,999 92) 
300 OOi 1,.,)34 05 
219 38, 782 50 

i---I 

10,064 96, 

I 
4,316 47/ 
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SALARIES-( Oontinued.) 

1875. MAIN· I CONSTRue. I 'rOTAL. I 
TEliANCE. TION. 

DlBECTOR OF MENAGjj;RIE. 

Conklin ............ I $2,499 96/ ...... I $2,499 96/ $2,499 961 

OFFICE PROPERTY CLERK. 

2,499 96 
Beames .••.•• , •••• "1 $1,797 6,7/ $702 29/ $2,499 961 I 

MUSEUM AND OBSERVATORY. 

Draper .••••. ·······1 $3.999 961 .. . .. . I $3,999 961 
Ingraham. .......... 1,200 00 ...... 1,200 00 

----
Total permanent .......................... $70,712 04 

Harris ............. . 
Miller •••••••••••••• 
Campbell .......... . 
Trimble ••..•..•.••• 
Kennedy ........... . 
Jeffries ............. . 
Kelly ..••.••.•..•. , 

EMPLOYED TEMPORARILY. 

$7 50 $867 01 
660 00 
534 00 
240 00 
237 00, 
542 50 
262 50 

ExpmED. 

$874 51 
660 00 
534 00 
240 00 
237 00 
542 50 
262 50 

Ryan.... .. .......... . 208 33 208 331 416 66/ 
Demcker.. • . .... .... 583 32 583 32 
Arnold . • • • . ... . . . . . 342 50 342 50 

3,350 J 

Bullard .. , .. . .. .. . .. 135 OOi ...... 135 00 $1,669 98 
Phillips...... ...... ...... 192 50 192 50[ 

Total ......... $48,4'72 451 $27,260 08 $75,732 53
l 

$75,732 53 

POLICE. 

The Police, for several years past, have not cost so large a 
sum as the amount appropriated in 1876. The expense should 
,be reduced below that of last year. A great saving could be 
made on the appropriation, and the residue transferred to the 
general maintenance. 

Reductions in this expense can be made-
First, by diminishing the number of men employed on the 

lower parks and leaving them to be covered by the municipal 
police. 
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Secondly, to produce equal results with a smaller number of 
men by having athletic and vigorous keepers in place of those 
who have become aged and enfeebled. 

Thirdly, by supporting the efforts of the Lieutenant for effi
ciency by more capable Sergeants. 

TABLE C. 

POL ICE, 1 8 7 5 . 
1 Lieutenant, .••• : ......... per annum. 

1 Surgeon,................ " 

IS Sergeants, ............... $3 75 per day, 

44 Pa.trolmen,. . . .. . . .. . . . .. 3 00 " " 

tr Park· Keepers, .. ...•... '. 2 50 " H 

20 Gate.Keepers,... ... . .... 2 50 

'1 Night. Watchmen,. . . • . . .. 2 00 

6 Skilled Laborer.s,.. . . . . . .. 2 50 

2 Laborers......... • • . . • •• 2 24 

$1,600 00 

1,250 00 

6,843 00 

48,180 00 

6;387 50 

18,250 00 

5,110 00 

5,475 00 

1,635 20 

Salaries .......................... $94,731 45 

Difference caused by changes.,. ...• 1,225 21 

COST OF POLICE, 1875. 
Salaries,. . . .. .... . .. . . ........ .. .. 93,506 24 

Materials,....... ..... ............ 2,513 01 

Total Expenditures ...... $96,019 25 

Cost on the basis 

of the month of 

December, 1875, 

It is hard that the exigencies of the case require such action 
in regard to men who have been long accustomed, and some of 
whom have grown old, in the publie service; ,but the necessity 
is one which is forced upon us, and no position is more trying 
than the one where the public good requires action which leads 
to individual disappointment and suffering. 

The general effect of these changes will be to lessen expend
iture upon men and to enlarge the sum that can be applied to 
the permanent work of improving and maintaining the parks. 

In view of these general principles, it is proposed to make 
certain changes and reductions in the police and salaried offi
cers and clerks, which will be submitted at a subsequent meet
ing. 

The PRESIDENT stt;Lted that this subject had been discussed 

generally in the Board room, when all the Commissioners were 

present, but not at any separate meeting of the Executive 
. Committee~ and that he did not concur in the report. 
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Commissioner WILLIAMSON then presented the following 

statement upon ,the same subject: 

As we are entering upon a new year, which is cotempora
neous with the fiscal year of the city, it is proper that we 
should at the earliest moment co-operate with the Mayor and 
Comptroller in their efforts to produce greater economy in the' 
administration of the affairs of our local government. 

The first subject which presents itself for our consideration 
is that of salaries for the payment of which the Board of Esti; 
mate and 4-pportionment has appropriated the sum of $55,000. 
To come within the spirit of the resolution giving us that sum, 
we should not only seek to reduce the salaries to that amount, 
but we should also discharge those whose services can possibly 
be dispensed with without prejudice to t1}e efficiency of this 
Department. As the amount appropriated for the general 
maintenance of the Department is so much less than in previ
ous years, and may preclude the possibility of keeping a larger 
labor force employed, it will not be necessary to maintain so 
many clerks, engineers, &c., as was heretofore required. 

As the services of the Landscape Architect will not be as 
much needed this year as in the past by reason of the reduc
tion in the appropriation for maintenance, and as his contin
ual abs·ence from the city in consequence of his being retained 
on works elsewhere will preclude him from devoting his whole 
time to the Department, I would suggest that his salary be re
duced to at least $5,000. 

Then, again, I do not think it just to the engineers who de
vote. their whole time to the works of this Department, and 
whose abilities are as fully recognized in their profession as 
those of the Landscape Architect are in his, that there should 
be any difference in the rates of compensation. 

If the needs of economy did not require the change I would 
leave the salaries of the Secretary and of some of the other 
more important members of the clerical force as fixed at pres
ent, but under the circumstances it would seem just and proper 
that we should make reductions there also. 
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The following is a tabular statement of the existing and pro
posed rates of the salaried force I propose retaining: 

President ................................... . 
Wm Irwin ............... '" .............. ,. 
Isaac Evans ....••............ '" .......... .. 
D. P. Lord .............. : ................ .. 
F. C. A. Hecker .................... " .••..... 
W. D. Beall ..........................•.... " 
John Watkins .................•.........•... 
W. Van Valkenburg ...... , ................. ,. 
J: F. Belton ........•...... " ...... '" ...••. 
G. H. Harrisou ........... '" •..•...... " ... . 
M. E. Sterne .... , . . .. . . .. . .. ....•... . .... . 
H. Carpenter .... , . . ..... . ................ ' 
J. McLoughlin .............................. . 
F. L. Olmsted ........ '" .............. , ... , . 
H. A. Martin ............. " ........•....... 
A. M. Whittemore .... , ............... , ..... . 
J. Munckwitz ............................... . 
O. B. Trimble .............................. . 
W. L. Fischer ............ " ....•............ 
J. Beckett ...•••................•........... 
W. A. Conklin ••...................... . .. . 
W. E. Beames .............................. . 
D. Draper.......... . ..........•....•..... 
F. B. Ingram .....•• " .. " .......... " ...... . 
Geo. S. Greene. • • •• . . .. . . .. • . •• •. . ..••..... 
E. L. Heusner .............•................ 
2 Bridge.tenders ... " . . .. . . . . . .. . .......... . 

PRESENT PROPOSED 

RATE. RATE. 
6,500 6,500 
4,500 4,000 
3,000 2,500 
3,000 2,500 
1,200 discharge. 

90(\ 1,200 
1,050 1,050 
4,OUO 3,000 
1,800 discharge. 
1,500 1,500 
1.200 1,300 

'750 messenger, laborer's roll 
750 messenger, laborer's roll 

6,500 5,000 
3,000 2,500 

750 discharge. 
5,000 5,000 
2,000 discharge. 
1,800 gardener, laborer's roll. 

750 messenger, laborer's roll 
2,500 2,500 
2,500 2,000 
4,OuO 4,000 
1,200 1,200 
5,000 5,000 
1,500 1,200 
1,800 laborer's roll. 

$68,450 $51,950 

As it will be utterly impossible to efficiently manage the 
Department with less than those I have above enumerated, or 
at less rates, and as the whole amount appropriated for salaries 
is thereby nearly exhausted, it would seem out of the question 
for us to inaugurate any new works, payable out of the Park Im
provement Fund, and I would, therefore, recommend that Mr. 
Bogart and his whole corps be discharged. The disbandment 
of that force will effect a saving of $18,800 in salaries. 

The next subject for us to consider in the way of reduction is 
that of the police force. I would recommend that the pay of the 
sergeants be reduced from $3.75 per day to $3.25; that of the 
patrolmen from $3.00 to $2.50; that of the post-keepers and 
gate-keepers from $2.50 to $2.25; that of the skilled laborers 
detailed for police duty, from $2.50 to $2.25. 

This change will produce the following results: 

1\ sergeants at a reduction of 50 cents per day. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . $2 110 
44 patrolmen at a" .. .. :' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • 22 00 
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'1 park-keepers at 8 reduction of 25 cents per day . _ ; ••.......... ; ; ; 
20 gate-keepers at a." "., " ................. . 
6 skilled laborers at a " ..............•..• 

$1 '15 
5 00 
1 50 

Total reduction per day. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . $32 75 
Total reduction for 300 days ................... _., $9,825 00 

In conclusion, I would recommend that the foremen, mechan
ics aud laborers employed on the maintenance works be paid 
at the following rates, and that they (except foremen) be al
lowed to work ten hours each day, if they desire, whenever 
their services are required. 

Foreman of IIHtSOnS, $5.00 
General foremen, $5.00 r:~r d~r 1 
Foremen of carpenters, $4' 50 " Without referenee to number 
Foremen of laborers, $4.00 " I of hours employed. 
Assistant Foremen of laborers, $2.50 per day. J 
Carpenters instead of $4.00 per day, 40 cents per" hour. 
Masons, $4.24" 42 
Painters, $3.75 Po7 
Rockmen, $2.24 22 
Stonecutters, $4.24 42 
Blacksmiths, $3.50 35 
Blasters :It 2.44 24 
Laborers $2.00 20 
Teams, $5.44 54 
Carts, $3.50 35 
Plumbers, $3.50 35 
Division Gardeners, instead of $3.00 per day, 30 cents per honr. 
Gardeners, "$2.50" 25" " 

At these rates a force of 400 men, including foremen, me
chanics, gardeners and laborers could be employed at eight 
hours each day at a reduction of about sixty cents per day 
per man, which would make $72,000 per annum. 

The total reduction would be as follows: 

Salaries ......... _. _ ................................... $29,450 00 
Police_ ... _ .. .. .. .. .. . .. ... ........................... 9,825 00 
Laborers, &c. (estimated}.... .......................... 72,000 00 

$111,275 00 

During the present season of course the labor force can be 
materially reduced, especially in the employment of high
priced mechanics, .which would effect a still greater reduction. 

If this plan be carried into effect I have no doubt but that 
we would be able to maintain the ~arks at their present effi
ciency with the reduced appropriatIOn. 

Appropriation for 1875, including salaries of Police ... $420,000 00 
Deduct amount paid for salaries out of said fund.. 48,472 45 

Balance for Police and General maintenance .•••• $3'11,52'1 115 



552 [Tuesday, Jany. 18, 1876. 

Appropriation for 1816, including salaries and police .. $322,500 00 
Deduct amount fixed for salaries ............ , ... 51,950 00 

Balance for police and general maintenance ......... . $270,550 00 

Less this year than last........................ $100,977 55 
Reduction on police force as above ............. $9,825 00 
Reduction on labor force as above (estimated) . •• • 72,000 00 

---- 81,825 00 

$111,152 55 

Even after these reductions are made it will be necessary 
for the Superintendent to retain as few mechanics, laborers, 
&c., as possible, so as to further reduce the expenses of the 
Department payable out of this appropriation to the extent of 
$HJ,152.55. 

(Minutes Dec. 29, 1875, p. 491.) 

Commissioner MARTIN then moved that said two reports be 
received and printed at length in the minutes, and that they 
be laid over for future consideration. 

Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 6.30 
o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESD.\.Y, JANUARY 19tb, 1876. 

REGULAR MEETING-lO O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned, without 
transacting any business, to meet on Thursday, the 20th inst., 
at 4 0 clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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TIIUR~DAY, JANUARY 90th, 1816. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" 
" 
" 

MARTIN. 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

On· motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the Minutes 
of the previous meetings 'of the 18th and 19th inst. was dis
pensed with. 

Battery Park-Elevated Railway. 

On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the order of business 
was suspended, and the meeting was opened to the public for 
the purpose o~ hearing the arguments of counsel and of citizens 
on the subject of granting permission to the New York Elevated 
Railway Co. to construct its line across the Battery Park. 

(Minutes, J anual'Y 18th, 1876, p. 531). 

There were present-His Hon. the Mayor, Mr. B. N. HarrL 
son, his Secretary and Counsel for the rapid transit Commis
sioners, Mr. M. Courtright, President, and Mr. W. L. Scott, 
Director, of the New York Elevated Railway Co., Mr. John E. 
Parsons, counsel for citizens, and others. 

Mr. Parsons stated that he had only been retained by his 
clients the day before and was not prepared to proceed with his 
argument at this meeting, and asked for a short adjournment. 
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The PRESIDENT then, after consultation with the other Oom
missioners, announced that the meeting would be adjourned, as 
requested by Mr. Parsons, until 3 ()clock P. M. on Saturday, the 
22d inst., but that the Oommissioners would now hear any 
counselor citizen who was prepared to proceed. 

The following then addressed the Commissioners and opposed 

the granting of the permission asked, viz., Mr. Lnke F. Cozans, 
coun~el for Mr. J. D. Crimmins and other citizens, Mr. Matthew 
Kaine and Mr. Matthew Byrnes. 

l\Ir. Simeon E. Church spoke in favor of granting the per
mISSlOn. 

The order of business was then resumed and the following 
communications were presented and read: 

Museums of Natural History and Art. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tiopment, notifying the Department that the Oomptroller was 
authorized on the 18th iust. to issue $50,000 of the Museum of 
Art and Natural History stock, in pursuance of the requisition 
of this Department. 

(Minutes, September 8th, 1875, p. ~265.) 
Filed. 

American Museum of Natural HistOl'Y. 

From Mr. Albert S. Bickmore, Superintendent of the Ameri

can Museum of Natural History, giving an estimate of the ex
penditur.es for the keeping, preservation and exhibition of the 
collections of said museum for the year 1876, amounting in all 
to $13,100.· 

(Minutes, January 13th, 1876, p. 517). 
Filed. 

Bridge over Bronx River. 

From Mr. Alphonso Wood, notifying the Department that 
Westchester Connty has refused to contribute to the expense 



January 20,1876.] 557 

of constructing a new bridge over the Bronx River at or near 
the foot of Prospect Street. 

(Minutes, November 12th, 1875, p. 378). 

Laid on the table. 

Laying out 24th Ward. 

From Mr. W. O. Orane and a number of taxpayers and owners 
of property in the 24th Ward, petitioning that the maps of 

the streets and grades in the following district, be filed as soon 
as possible, viz. : 

"Bounded on the west by the westerly line of Oentral 
"Avenue" (Jerome Avenue), " on the south by the nortberly 
" line of the 23d Ward, on the east and north by a line COill

" mencing at saiel northerly line of the 23d Ward and running 
" thence northeJly along the easterly side of Fordham Avenue 
" to the southerly line of King's Bridge Road; thence south
" easterly along the same to the easterly line of HoBman Street; 
"thence northerly along the same to the southerly sidf" of 
" Union Avenue; theBee easterly along the same tothe Southern 
"Boulevard, and thence northerly and westerly along the· 
" easterly and northerly side of said Southern boulevard to 
" said Oentral Avenue." 

(Minutes, December 15th, 1875, p. 478). 

Referred to Oommissioner Martin to report. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER pref;ented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the Minutes: 

Department of Public Parks, in aCCOltnt with 

David B. Williamson, Treasurer. 

1876. CR. 

Jan. 5. By balance ................................ $1,788 54 

Jan. I)} . 
to "cash received from rents and licenses ..... 

Jan. 19. 
280 24 

$2,068 78 
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DR. 

Jan. 5} 
to To cash paid into City Treasury .•............ 

Jan. 19. 
$359 52 

,Jan. 19. "balance .............................. .. 1,709 26 
--- $2,068 78 

------

(Signed) DAVID B. \VILLIAMSON, 

Wednesday, January 19, 187il. 
9.30 A. Y. 

City Hall Park Pavement. 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the Landscape Architect 

be directed to report ill what manner and to what extent the 

pavement of the City Hall Park can be best repaired, with the 
appropriation granted for that purpose. 

Adopted. 

Plumbing Work, Museum Natural History. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the propoeal (No.1) 
of the Glass-Lined Pipe & Tube Co., for the plumbing work of 
the Museum of Natural History, be rejected as irregular and 
defective, on the ground that it was made only for the plumb-

ing work and did not include the gas-fitting, as required by 
the specifications. 

(Minutes, J an'y 18, 1876, p. 533). 

The PRESIDEN'f put the question whether the B09-rd would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

No-Commissioner Williamson-I. 

Commissioner MARTIN then called up ana moved his resolu

tion offered on the 18th inst., awarding said contract to lVIr. 

P. McDermott. 
(Minutes, Jan'y 18,1876, p. 534). 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the .Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

No-Commissioner Williamson-I. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 7.30 
0' clock P. M., to meet 011 Saturday, the 22d iust., at 3 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 92d, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" :NIAnTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 

O'DONOHUE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 

the previous meetings of the 18th, 19th and 20th insts. was 

dispensed with. 

Battery Park-Elevated Railway. 

The order of business was then suspendod, and the meeting 

. was opened to the public for the purpose of hearing counseL 
on the subject of allowing the New York EI(Jyatcd Raihvay 
Company to construct its line across the Ba.ttery Park 

There were present His Honor The Mayor, :Mr. B. N. Harri

son, his Secretary and counsel for the Rapid Transit Commis

sioners; Hon. Wm. C. Whitney, Counsel to the Corporation; 

Hon. James Emott, counsel for the New Y0rk Elemted Rail
way Company; Messrs. John E. Parsons, W. H. Peckham & 
L. F. Cozans, cOllllsel for citizens; Mr. J\I. Courtright, Presi
dent, and W. L. Scott, Director, of the New York Elevated 

Railway Company; Mr. O. Vandenburgh and others. 
Mr. Vandenburgh presented and read a protest from Messrs . 

. Sheldon & Brown, counsel for Mr. L. Redfield, the receiver of 

the New York City Central Underground Railway Company, 

against granting any right of way to the New York Elevated , 
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Railway Company through the Battery Park, on the ground 
that it would interfere with the right of way of the New York 

City Central Underground Railway Company. 

Mr. John E. Parsons and Mr. L. F. Cozans then spoke in 

opposition to t.he granting of the permission applied for, and 
Hon. James Emott and Mr. W. L. Scott in favor of it. 

The PRESIDENT then explained the position of the Depart
ment and the steps which the Commissioners had taken to 

ascertain their rights and powers in tIle matter. 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSO:N, the meeting ad
journed at 6.30 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 



Monda.y, Jan. 31, 1876.] 563 

MONDAY, JANUARY 31st, 1816. 

SPECIAL MEETING.-4 O'CLOCK P. M. 

By unanimous consent the Board met in Special Session for 

the purpose of considering and readjusting the salaries of the 
employes of the Department. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

" O'DONOHUE. 
Commissioner 'WILLIAMSON moved that the reading of the 

minutes of the previous meetings of the 18th, 19th, 20th and 

22d insts. be dispensed with. 

Adopted. 
Salaries. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following resolution: 

Reso7ved, That the salaries of the undermentioned officer 
and employes be fixed from and after the 1st Janlll1ry, 1876, 
at the.rates set opposite thbir names respectively, and that the 
same be charged to appropriation for" :Maintenance and gov
ernment of parks and places, salaries," namely: 

Per .Annum. 

The President .................................................... $6,~00 

W. Irwin, Secretary .................. " ............................ 4,500 

Isaac Evans, A,ssistant Secretary ..................................... ~,750 

D. P. Lord, First Clerk .................... " ...... '" . . ... ........ 2,750 

Wm. D. Beall, Clerk ................................................ 1,200 

Wm. Van Valkenburgh, Disbursing Clerk .......... ' .................. 3,500 

J. F. Belton, Clerk .....................•....... :........ . ......... 1,800 

M. E. Sterne ......................•••..•••••..•.................... 1,200 

F. L. Olmsted, LandscRpe' .Architect ...................... . . ....... 6,000 

H . .A. Martin, Chief Clerk in the Office of Design and Superintendence ... , 3,000 

J. Munckwitz, Superintendent and Superintending .Architect ............ , 5,000 

, 
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Per Annum. 

George S. Greene, Engineer of Construction .. " ...••....•............ $5,000 

Wm. A. Conklin, Director of the Menagerie ........................... 2,500 

Daniel Draper, Director of the Meteorological Observatory .............. 4,000 

T. B. Ingram, Clerk ................................................ 1,200 

F. A. Calkins, Assistant Engineer. .. • ..•.....•...................... 1,900 

Otto Siebth, Draughtsmnn ................. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. 1,200 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, 'Williamson, O'Dono
hne-4. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following resolution: 

Reso/veri, That the pay of the undermentioned employes be 
fixed from and after the 1st J annary, 1876, at the rates set 
opposite their names respectively, and that the same be 
charged tf) the appropriation for "Maintenance and govern
ment of parks and places, maintenance of the parks, &c.," 
namely: 

PCI' Day. 

W. L. Fischer, Superintending Gardener ....................•.......... $6 00 

Henry Carpenter, jJlessengcl'. . . . . . . .. . ............. ,................. 2 50 

J olm :McLaughlin, .. . .. .. .. . .... .... . .... .... .... .. .. . . .. ... 2 50 

John Beckett, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .. 2 50 

John ,V atkins, Janitor ............................................... 3 50 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the pay of the undermentioned employes be 

fixed, from and after January 1st, 1876, at the rates set oppo-
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site their names respectively, and that the same be charged to 
the appropriation for" Repairs, improvements and maintenance 
of Harlem River Bridges," namely: 
Benjamin Bates, Draw-tender, ............................... $2 50 per day. 

Thomas Byrne, " .. . . . . . . . • . .. • . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. 2 50 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agrEe to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

CommisE'ioner O'DONOHUE offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That the pay of the undermentioned employes be 

fixed, from and after the 1st ,lanuary, 187f1, at the rates set op
posite their names respectively, and that the same be charged 
to the appropriation for "Maintenance and government of 
parks and places; maintenance of the parks, &c.," namely: 
A. M. Whittemore, ;'Ilessenger, ., ........ , .... , ............ $2 50 per day. 

F. C. A. HeekeI', Messenger ... , . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. :> 00 

A. Krause, Draughtsman ............... ,.. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . 3 00 

The P~msIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

No-Commissioner Williamson-I. 

CommiBsioner MARTIN offered the following resolution; 

Resolved, That M1'. C. B. Trimble be transferred from the po
sition of clerk and appointed a general foreman, and that his 
pay be fixed at. $6.00 per day; to take effect from and after 
January 1st, 1876. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, aad it waR determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
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Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

No-Commissioner Williamson-l. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following resolution: 

Re8olved, 'I'hat the services of the nndermentioned employes 
be, and hereby are, discontinued from and after this date, 
namely: 

W m. E. B~ames, Property Clerk. 

Gen. II. Harrison, Clerk 

E. L. Heumer, DraughtsInan. 

A. M. Bailey, Assistant Engineer. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it \Vas determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, ·Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Commissioner WILLIA:r.rsoN offered the following resoliltion : 

Resolved, 'rhat the senices of Mr. Halsted Hermans, Rodman, 
be, and hereby are, discontinued from and after this date. 

The PUESIDENl' put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

No-Commissioner O'Donohue-l. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the salary of Mr. John Bogart, Superintending 

Engineer be, and hereby is, suspended until the further order 
of the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson,O'Don

ohue-4. 
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Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the salaries and pay of the undermentioned 
employes in the Civil and Topographical force, be fixed from 
and after January 1st, 1876, at the rates set opposite their 
names respectively, namely. 

Per Annum. 

J. J. Croes, Civil and Topographical Engineer. .. ..... .... ...... ..... $5,000 

C. R. Schott, Di vision Engineer....... .....•. .........•........ 2,500 

R. L. Cooke, . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . 2,500 

G. A. Cushing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . 2,000 

S. B. Smith, Asst., . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . 1,800 

S. S. Haight, " ............................. " ... 1,800 

F. Greiffenburgh, Draughtsman.................................... 1,800 

Per nay. 

Matthew Cox, Rodman... ..•••.••••• •........••.... ............. ... $3 00 

Thos. Fox, 3 00 

F. W. Brown, Messenger.......... . . . • • • . . . ... . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 2 00 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mr. A. M. Bailey be, and hereby is, appointed 
an Assistant Div.ision Engineer ill the Civil and 'l'opographical 
force, and that his pay be fixed at the rate of $1,5UU per a~
num. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the services of the undermentioned employes 
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be, and hereby are, discontinued from and after this date, 
namely: 

F. L. Underbill, Rodman. 

S. T. Boggs, Axeman. 

B. W. Barlow, Clerk. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Commissioner :MARTIN offered the following resolution: 

Reso7ved, That the pay for the month of J annary, 1876, of 
all empl0:Y8s who have either been suspended or whose services 
have been discontinued, be, and hereby are, fixed at a reduction 
of fifteen per cent. from the pay heretofore allc.wed them. 

The PUESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, antI it was determined i~ the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, 'Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Commissioner 'WILLIAMSON offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the pay oIthe police force be ns:ed as men
tioned hereafter, froUl and after ,January lRt, 187ti, namely: 

PCI' Day. 
Sergeants at.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83 2.5 

Park-keepers at .... , ,' ..................... " ... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 DO 

Post-keepers at .................................................. . :! 25 

Gate·keepers at.. ......................... ...................... 2 25 

Skilled laborers, including tailors. at. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 25 

Commissioner :MARTIN moved to amend said resolution by 

substituting the following rates, namely: 
Per Day. 

Sergeants at. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . ... . . . . . .. .................... $3 25 

Park-keepers at. 0 0 0 ..... 0 .... 0 00 0 0" 0 0 ...... "000 ............. 0... 2 60 
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Per Day. 

Post-keepers at .....................................•• " . . .. . . $2 30 

Gate.keepers at. .•.. . . .. ..................... ....•.............. 2 30 

Skilled laborers, including tailors at ............... " . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . 2 25 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON accepted said amendment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution as amended, and it was determined in 
the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Siebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 
No-Commissioner O'Donohue-I. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the rates of. pay mentioned in the annexed 

schedule be adopted by the Board, as the rates to be paid to 
all employes appointed to the several positions therein men
tioned, exc~pt to General Foreman C. B. Trimble, namely: 

Foremen of masons. . . ... . .. 5 00 " 

F f t 4 .0" Without reference to number of 

General forem. en ............ $5 00 per day. ! 
oremen 0 carp en ers. • . . . . u 

Foremen of laborers. . . . . . . . 4 00 " 
hours employed. 

Assistant foremen of laborers. 2 50 " 

Carpenters, instead of .......•......... " ... $4 00 per day, 40 cents per hour. 

Masons, . . . . . . . . .. . ......... 4 24 42 

Painters, ... .. .. . ....... .. .. ... 3 75 3'7 

Rockmen, 

Stone-cutters " 

Blacksmiths, " 

Blasters, 

Laborers, 

Teams, 

Carts, 

Plumbers, 

:Qivision Gardeners, instead of. ..........•.. 

Gardeners, instead of. ..................•.. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved 
amended by excepting therefrom 

Foremen of Masons, 

Rockman. 

2 24 

4 2! 

3 50 

2 44 

2 00 

544 

3 60 

3 50 

3 00 

2 50 

that 

22 

42 

35 

24 

20 

54 

36 

35 

30 

25 

said resolution be 



Blasters, 

Division Gardeners, 

Gardeners, 

Laborers, 

Teams, 

Carts. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion to amend, and it was determined in the 

negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not vot~ 

ing in favor thereof, as follows: 
Aye-Commissioner Martin-I. 

Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson, O'Donohue--3. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the negative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Requisition.-City Parks Improvement Fund. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Comptroller of the City of New York be, 
and he is hereby, required forthwith to create and issue, in 
such manner and under such regulations as he shall determine, 
a public fund, or stock, to be denominated "City Parks Im~ 
provement Fund," to the amount of one hundred thousand 
dollars ($100,OUO), as authorized by Chap. 608, Lc.ws of 1875, 
for the improvement and regulation of the several parks, 
squares and places now under the control and management of 
the Department of Public Parks. 

(Minutes, Oct. 8th, 1875, p. 325.) 

. The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma~ 

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin~ Williamson, O'Don~ 

oh'Q.e~. 
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Cleaning the Lake. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered tJJe following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be directed to 

close the season for skating on the lake in Central Park, and 
to proceed forthwith with the cleaning of same, as heretofore 
directed. 

(Minutes, Sept. 29, 1876, p. 303.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board adjourned 
at 7 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. p. 

.j , , 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9d, 1876. 

9.30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening proposals for 

supplying uniform overcoats and pantaloons for the police 

force. 

(Minutes, Jan. 13, 1876, p. 527.) 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

THE COMPTROLLE):t OF THE CITY. 

The following proposals were received and publicly opened. 

1. Sackett & Miller: 

Overcoats, $25 each. 

Pantaloons, $8 each. 

\ Made of the best quality" West Point Cadet Kersey," like sample furnished:. 

Overcoats, $22 each. 

Pantaloons, $6.50 eaoh. 

Made of the best quality" West Point Cadet Cloth," like sample furnished. 



2. W. L. Conklin & Son: 

Overcoats, $26.75 each. 

Pantaloons, $8.50 each. 

[ Wednesday, 

Made of the best "West Point Cadet Kersey, standard quality," like sample 

furnished. 

3. Traphagen, Hunter & Co. : 

Overcoats, $27 each. 

Pantaloons, $7.50 each. 

Made of same cloths as samples furnished. 

The Comptroller of the City then retired and the Board met 
in regular session at 10 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 

O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of January 18th, 19th, 
20th and 22d, 1876, were read and approved, and, on motion of 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON, the reading of the minutes of the 
previous meeting of the 31st January, 1876, was dispensed 

with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Battery Park-Elevated Railway Co. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, sta~ing that after con· 
sidering the arguments presented to this Board by Mr. John 
E. Parsons, Counsel for citizens, in opposition to the applica· 
tion of the New York Elevated Railway Co. for permission to 
construct their road across the Battery Park, as follows: 

" I am unable to' change the opinion I have heretofore ex· 
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"pressed in my communication of December 1, 1875. Of 
" course if any error is made in this matter, it will be a subject 
" of congratulation that you are able to rectify it at any time, 
" inasmuch as it is not proposed, as I understand, to give any
" thing but a revocable license to this company." 

(Minutes, Jan. 20th and 22d, 1876, pp. 555 and 561.) 
Filed. 

From Messrs. Sheldon & Brown, Attorneys for Mr. O. Van

denburgh, serving upon the Department a copy of the decree 
of the Special Term Superior Court of the City of New York, 
dated 11th January, 1876, and made in the matter of Origen 
Vandenburgh vs. The New York City Central Underground 

Railway Co. and others. 
Filed. 

Washington A venue. 

From the Health Department, calling attention to the con
dition of Washington Avenue,between 159th and 160thStreets, 
in the Twenty-third Ward. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards to report. 

Sewer in 143d Street. 

, From the Health Department, enclosing a copy of the fol

lowing resolution 'adopted by that Department on the 11th 
January, 1876, viz. : 

" Re.solved, That the Department of Public Parks be, and is hereby, respectfully 
requested to allow a Rewer to be built, for sanitary reasons, in 143d Street, sev
enty-five feet west of Third Avenue, to College Avenue," 

Filed. 
The PRESIDENT then presented a communication from the 

Engineer of Construction, recommending that if permission is 
given to the owners of property in 143c1 Street to make a 
sewer in said street, certain restrictions and conditions be Im

posed. 
Filed. 

(Minutes, Dec. 15th, 1875, p. 478.) 
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Commissioner lVIARTIN moved that permission be granted to 

the owners of property on 14:1c1 Street to construct a sewer in 

said street, uuder the supervision of this Department, as re

quested by them and by the Health Department, and that the 

subject be refereed to the President to make the necessary 

arrangemen ts therefor. 

The PllEsIDE~r put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it IV as detenninec1 in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, 'Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Dump Tickets. 

From the Police Department, with a bill amounting to $122. 

60, for "dump tickets" said to have been delivered to this 

Department during the years 1874: and 1875. 

(Minutes, Dec. 29, 1875, p. 485.) 

Referred to the Auditing Committee to examine and report. 

City Pa~k8 Improvement :Fund. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor

tionment, stating that $25,000 of the "City Parks Improve

ment Fund Stock" had been authorized to be issued. 

C~Iinutes, Jan. 31, 1876, p. 570.) 
Filed. 

Flagging Walks of City Hall Park and Washingoton Square. 

From the Clerk of the Oommon Council, forwarding a copy 

of the following resolution, adopted by the Board of Aldermen 

on December 30th, 1875, viz. : 

Resolved, That the attention of the Commissioners of the Department of Public 
Parks be, and is hereby, called tel the resolut.ion adopted by this Board, May 20th, 
1875, requesting the said Commi>sioners to have the sidewalks around the City 
Hall Park and Washington Square Park flagged full width, and the walks in both 
parks flagged a space four feet wide through the centre thereof, and now that the 
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appropriations for the next year will soon be available, to request again that the 
work indicated in said re30laliou of May 20,11 bs immediately uudertaken, and 
prosecutell to completion without unnecess<lI'Y delay. 

(Minutes, June 2, 1575, p. 54.) 
Filed. 

City Hall Park Pavement. 

From the Landscape Architect, reporting upon what manner 

and to what extent the pavement of the City Hall Park can be 

best repaired with the ~~ppropriation granted for that purpose, 

and recommending that the whole of the Chambers Street 
sidewalk, and a central strip of all the interior walks be relaid; 

the material to be a hydraulic lime concrete; the work to be 

done by contract, at a price per square yard; the exact amount 

of pavement to be left undetermined until the price is fixed. 
(Miuutes, January 20th, 1876, p. 558.) 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said report be received 

and adopted, that the Landscape Architect be directed to have 

p:t:oper specifications for the work prepared, and that the 
Secretary be directed to prepare and !nsert the necessary ad
vertisements for proposals. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
.agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Reservoir Square Urinal. 

From the Landscape Architect, reporting upon the subject 
of the removal of the urinal at the southeast corner of Reser
voir Park to a point more nearly midway between 40th Street 
and 42d Street. 

(Minutes, J an nary 18, 1876, p. 531.) 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said report be re

ceived and that it be referred to the President, with power to 
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make arrangements for the removal of said. urinal from its 

present position to one less exposed to view from the houses 

in the neighborhood. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board. would. 

agree to said motion, and it ,vas determined in the affirmati re, 

a majority of all the members of the Bo::trc1 voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Third Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT presented reports from the Engineer of Con

struction and. the Superintendent of the 2:3cl and 24th Ward.s, 

concerning the obstructions all the s,dewa"lks of rrhird. Avenue, 

between 150th and 157th Streets, caused by the contractor for 

pavillg the avenue having piled stones on the sid.ewalks, since 

the work was suspended. 

(Minutes January 18th, 1876, p. 540.) 
Filed. 

Commissioner ]\ILmTIN moved. that the President be requested 

to notify the contractor to remove said. stones from the side-. 

walks, and. that he will be held responsible for all loss and 

damage caused by his having placed them there; and that it 

be referred to the President, with power to direct the work of 

paving Third Avenue to be commenced again at such time as 
the Engineer of Construction shall think it advisable to do so. 

Adopted. 

Dock at Leggett's Creek. 

From the Department of Docks, stating that there is a small 

stone dock situate on Leggett's Creek, said. to be the property 

of the city, access to which is cut off by private parties, and 

requesting that such action as may be necessary be taken by 



February 2, 1876.] 579 

this Department, to render the approach to said dock free and 

unencumbered. 

Referred to the Civil and iTopographical Engineer to report 
upon. 

Sale of Old Iron, &c. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending that a 
quantity of old refuse cast iron and lumbe~' be sold by public 
auction. 

Filed; 

The PRESIDENT stated that it was necessary to have said old 

iron, &c., removed as soon as possible, and he had therefore 
. directed that it be sold at· public auction. 

CommisHioner MARTIN moved that the action of the Presi
dent be approved. 

Adopted. 

Streets round Woodlawn Cemetery. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting a 
map of streets round Woodlawn Cemetery, in the 24th Ward, 

which he recommends to be adopted, and stating that the 
trustees of the cemetery are anxious to obtain permission from 
the Legislature to give the land to the dty which will be re
quired for the streets, and that the adoption of the map will 
assist them therein. 

Referred to Commissioner Martin to examine and report. 

Grove Street, 24th Ward. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, calling the at
tention of the Board to a resolution introduced in the Board of 
Aldermen, on th~ 27th January, 1876, to flag the sidewalks of 
Grove Street, from Slocum Avenue, and stating that the street 
which is apparently meant is not definitely described, as there 
are four streets commonly known by that name, in that locality, 
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and also that he is or opinion that the streot apparently meant 

is not a legal highway. 

The PRESIDENT moved that a copy or said communication be 

sent to the Chairman or tl;c, Committee of the Board of Alder

men to whom said resolution ·was reiolTed. 

Adopted. 

Inventory of Tools, &c. 

From the Property Clerk, with an inventory of tools, impli

ments, &c., belonging to the Department, and which were on 

hand January 1st, 187G. 

Filed. 

\Vestchester Avenue-Mm-l'is A venne. 

From the Engineer and Surveyor of streot openings and im

. provements, recommenc1illg that the title te acquired to West

chester A venue, from the boundary line of the former town of 

Morrisania to the boundary line of the city. 

Commissioner MARTIN thereupon offered the following reso

lution: 

Resolved, That the President be authorized and requested to 
instruct the Counsol to~,he Corporation to commence pro
ceedings to acquire the titlo, for the use of the public, to the 
following avenues ill the Tv.·enty-tbrd Word, wherever said 
avenues have not Leen heretofore lewdly opened, and to 
include them in the mune proceeding ,yith the streets and 
avenues mentioned in the minutes or October 27th, lc75, page 
354, namely: 

1. Westchester Avenue, from Gl€ bonndary liDe of the former town of Morris. 

ania to the bonndary line of the city of Kew York, d t1:e Bronx river. 

2. MOI;ris Arenne, from tbe Third Avenne to R,ilroad Avenue, at 156th Street. 

(Minutes, Nov. 2ith, 1875, Jan. J8th, 1876, pp. 421 and 539.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
Aye8-0ommissionersStebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

149th Street. 

From the Engineer and Surveyor of Street Openings and 
Improvements, stating that the portion of 149th Street between 
River Avenue and Harlem River has never been definitely 

located on any official map. 

Filed. 
Also from the Oivil and Topographical Engineer on the same 

subject. 
Filed. 

(Minutes, Oct. 27th, 1875, p. 353.) 

Oommissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the Oivil and Topo
graphical Engineer be directed to prepare and submit to the 
Board a map laying out said portion of 149th Street. 

Adopted. 

161st Street. 

From Mr. ·Wm. H. Morris, and a number of others, protest
. ing against the proceedings to acquire title to 161st Street, 
from Jerome Avenue to Third Avenue. -

(Minutes, Oct. 27th, 1875, p. 353.) 

Referred to Oommissioner Martin to rep:)rt upon. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Albert S. Bickmore, Superintendent of the Ameri
can Museum of Natural History, giving a revise~l estimate of 
the expenditures for the keeping, preservation and exhibition 
of the collections of said museum for the year 1876, amount
ing to $10,100. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication and also 
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that of Mr. Thos. Bland, Assistant Secretary of the Metropoli

tan Museum of Art, giving a similar estimate for that museum, 

be referred to Commissioner 'Williamson to report. 

(Minutes, Jan. 13th and 20th, 1876, pp. 517 and 556.) 

Adopted. 

College Avenue, 24th Ward. 

From Mr. John B. Haskin, in answer to the petition of St. 

John's College concel'l1ing his alleged encroachment on Col

lege Avenue. 
(Minutes, December 29, 187(), p. 456.) 

Referred to Commissioner Martin to report. 

Pelham Ave., 24th Ward. 

From Mr. John B. Haskin,stating that Pelham Avenue, in 
the Twenty-fourth Ward, was formerly ,yidened, so as to take 

in about seventeen feet of the grounds of St. John's College. 

That the college had been paid for the land so taken, but has 

never set back the wall or fence along the avenue, and request

ing that this Department have the avenue widened to its full 
width. 

Referred to Commissioner ~Iartin to report. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. Van Santvoord & Hauff, notifying the Depart

ment on behalf of th6ir client, Mr. John ,J. Schillinger, that the 

laying of the artificial stone and tile work of the Museum of 
Natural History building will infringe his patent, reissue No. 

4,364, dated May 2, 1871, for an improvement in concrete 

pavements. 

(Minutes, January 18th, 1876, p. 535.) 
Commissioner MABTIN moved that said communication be 

filed and a copy sent to Mr. F~ VI. Lawrence, to whom the con

tract for the artificial stone and tile work of said building was 

awarded. 

Adopted. 
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Boats on Harlem Meer. 

From Mr. S. Roberts, applying for a license to place boats 
for hire on Harlem J\i(eer in Central Park. 

(Minutes, July 21, 1875, p. 138.) 

Refe~r€d to the Executive Committee to report. 

Bath-House at the Battery. 

From Mr. Isaac Hall, applying for a license to moor his 
bath-house off the Battery during the coming summer. 

(Minutes, April 7, 1875, p. 628.) 

Referred to the Executive Committee to report. 

. Central Bridge. 

From Mr. Theodore S. Broughton, applying for the position 
of keeper of Central Bridge. 

(Minutes, Dec. 15, 1875, p. 478.) 

Laid on the table. 

. Joseph Shiff. 

From Mr. S. P. Bowfm and others, asking that Mr. Joseph 

Shiff be appointed a gate-keeper. 
Laid on the table. 

Michael Newman. 

From Michael Newman, applying to be restored' as a stone

cutter. 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said application be 

refused . 
. Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report. 
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 

examined and auclitecl the following bills, and submit the same 

to the Board for approval: 

Am. Dist. Telegraph Co., rent and 

services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ...... '. City Pal'b [mpt. 

Fund ........ . $12 44 

~Iaint. and Goymt. 

P. am1 P., 1875 4 14 

Affleck, 'Ym., &; Co., oats and hay ...... Maint. and Goymt. 

P. ::nul P., 1873. 

Barron, Jus. S., & Co., brOOlll3 and wick.~Iaint. am1 Goymt. 

P. and P., 187;'. 

Byrnc & Co., corn, oats, hay, &c ....... ~Iaint. and GOYt. 

1'. and P., 1875. 

Cartwright, 'V m., fish and Yegetables,. ~1aint. and G ovmt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

Central Gas-Light Co., gas ...... " ..... R. R. Bridges, 

Rep., Imp.,& ]\f, 

1873 ......... . 

Conklin, 'V. A., medicines ............ :Maint. and Goymt. 

P. aud P., 18'15. 

Fischer, 'V. L., petty expenses .... , ... ]\faint. and GoYmt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

City Parks Impt. F. 

Florence, Wm. H., services ...... '" .. R. R. Bridges, 

Rep., Imp. &: M., 

1875 ......... . 

Holbrook, E. F., & Bros., glass ........ Maint. and Govnt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

Mus. Nat!. Riet.. . 

Hunter, Keller &; Co., iron pipe and heat-

ers ..................... , .• '" .. :Maint. and Govmt. 

$2 00 

6 05 

$12 38 

50 

P. and P., 1875. $204 46 

CityParks Impt.F. 25 20 

$16 58 

16'1 25 

24 60 

328 9\1 

146 20 

64 00 

4 05 

8 05 

104 16 

12 88 

229 66 
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Johnston, J. 0., bunting •... : ........ CityParksImpt.F .. 

Keuffel d!; Esser, tape and repairs .... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .........• 

Manhattan Gas-Light Co., gas meter .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

McNab & Harlin Mfg. Co., thermome-

ters, &c ........................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875. $0 01 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund.......... 2 25 

Metropolitan Gas-Light Co. gas-meter' .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

Merchant, S. L., & Co., cement ........ City Parks Impt. 

, Fund ......... . 

Menzies, Wm., & Co., timber ........... H. R. Bridges, 

Rep.,Impt.&M., 

1875 ........ .. 

Mott, J.L., Iron Works, stove pot ...... Maint. and Govnt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

Milliken, David, sawdust ............. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P., 1875. 
Norris & Williams, plumbing and mate-

rials ............................ Maint. and Go\'mt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

Page, Kidder & Fletcher, labor and ma-

terials.. . . .. . • .. . . . . . . . . • . . . . .. City Parks Imp. F. 

Quackenbilsh, Townsend & Co., pails .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

Raynolds, C. T., &; Co., putty .......... Mus. Natl. History. 

Ruhe, Louis, bird-food ................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

Stewart & Co .. pipe.. . . ... . ... . ....... City Parks Imp.F. 

Titus, Sarah, services ................. Maint. 23d & 21th 

Wards, 1875 ... 

Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, hardware .... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Watrous & Willson, lumber ........... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .••.•••... 

/ 
$12 00 

10 20 

9240 

7 26 

94 87 

24 90 

19 20 

2 25 

10 00 

39 42 

'169 93 

9 00 

12 84 

8 00 

10 80 

12 50 

12 22 

2000 

$2, ~74 21 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 1875. $1,155 02 

City Parks Improvement Fnnd. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . g05 99 

Harlem River Bridges, repairs, Impt. and Maint., 1875. . . 187 38 

American Museum Natural History-. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . 13 34 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards, 18~5............ 12 50 

~2,274 21 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty-two hundred and seventy

four dollars and twenty-one cents. 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILunlsoN, I A"diting 
JO'EPH J. O'DOXOIlUE, f Com.mittee . 

. New lork, January, 31, 1876. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the aflhmative, 

a 'majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the Minutes: 

Department of Public Parks, in account with 

David B. fViliiamson, Treasure?'. 

1876. OR. 

Jan. 19. By balance ............................... . $1,709 26 

Jan. 19,} 
to " cash received from rent and ponnd. -..... . 

l!'eb. 2. 
25 30 

$1,734 56 



.February 2, 1876.] 587 

1876. DR. 

Jan. 
to 

Feb. 
19 } To cash paid into City Treasury ...•..... " ••• 
2. 

$8 00 

Feb. 2. "balance .•...•............••.....••..... 1,726 56 

(Signed) 

Wednesday, February 2, 1876, 

9.30 A. M. 

$1,734 56 
---------

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

Property Clerk's Office. 

The PRESIDENT stated that as the Board had at its last 

meeting dispensed with the services of the Property Clerk, ~ut 
had made no provision as to who should take charge of his 
office, he had directed the Disbursing Clerk to do so until fur
ther orders, and moved that his action be approved. 

(Minutes, January 31,1876, p. 566.) 
Adopted. 

Eighth Avenue-New York Elevated Railway Co. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had addressed the following 
letter to the Commissioners appointed by the Supreme Court 
in the matter of the New York Elevated Railwa.y Co. : 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, 

To O. H. PALMER, Esq., 

EVERETT P. WHEELER, Esq., 

E. Z. LAWRENCE, Esq., 

36 Union square (East). 

NEW YORK, January 31, 1876. 

Commissioners appointed by the Supreme Court, in the matter of 

the petition of the New York Elevated Railway Company. 

Gcntlemen,-The Department of Public Parks reilpectfully presents the follow· 

ing objections to that portion of the route designated for an Elevated Railway by 

the Commission, who acted under Chapter 606 of the Laws of 1875, which extends 

along. the Eighth Avenue, contiguous to tile Central Park, on the following 

grounds: 
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1st. That such railway is not in accordance with the purposes and design of the 

Central Park. 

2d. rhat under Chapter 697 of the Laws of 1867, and Chapter 850 of the Laws 

of 1873, this Department has an exclusive control oyer 350 feet from the outer 

boundary of all parks, including that portion of Eighth Avenue. 

3d. That your Commission has no power, undpr chapier 606 of the Laws of 

1875, to !lct, instead of this Department, as you have, instead of property owners, 

and that you cannot make a decision which will stand iu lieu of the consent of the 

local authorities having control of that portion of Eighth avenue. 

I remain, yours respectfully, 

(Signed) H. G. STEBBIXS, 

President, D. P. P. 

Commissioner MAHTIN moved that said letter, and the action 

of the President in the matter, be approved by the Board. 
Adopted. 

Night-Watehmen. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, whom the President designated 

to conduct the trial of the undermentioned night-watchmen 
and laborers detailed as night-watchmen, on charges of neglect 
of duty, verbally reported that he found th8m all guilty of the 
charges preferred, and recommended that 

Michael Cassey, night-watchman, 

John Boyle, 

Patrick Fannin, laborer detailed as night-watchman, 

Thomas Burns, 

be dismissed from the employment of the Department, and that 

Joshua Pye, night-watchman, 

John McDonald" 

be each fined ten days' pay, as they were not so culpably negli
gent in the discharge of their duty as the others. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said report be received, 

and that all of said night-watchmen and laborers detailed as 

night-watchmen, be dismissed from the employment of the De

partment. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it' was ~etermined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

No-Commissioner Williamson-l. 

Vault. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Superintending Architect be requested to 
prepare plans and estimates for a record vault to be erected 
within the Museum Building. 

(Minutes, Jan. 18, 1876, p. 351). 
Adopted. 

Third Avenue Bridge. 

Commissiouer ~IARTIN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Engineer of Construction be requested to 
prepare plans and estimates for a steam-engine, &c., for work
ing the draw of the Third Avenue bridge. 

Adopted. 

Manitenance 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner MARTIN presented the following statement, 

upon the maintenance of roads, &c., in 23d and 24th wards, 

which was ordered printed in the minutes, and laid over for 

future consideration. 

I.-THE EXPENDITURE IN 1875. 

In Mr. Morrison's reports, which are submitted herewith, he 
furnishes the means of ascertaining the division of the ex
penditure of $49,799.18, in the 2::ld and 24th wards, during 
1875, between the five districts in which he has subdivided 
these wards, namely: 

No.1. Kingsbridge, west of and including Broadway. 
No.2. Kingsbridge, east of Broadway. 
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No.3. West Farms, east of Railway. 
No.4. West Farms, west of Railway. 
No.5. Morrisania. 

There were two special subjects of expenditure-the steam-
engines etc. for watering, and the Bronx River Bridges. 

The maintenance proper comprises the following items: 
1. Labor of men and teams. 
2. Materials. 
3. Salaries. 
4. Mechanics and general expenses. 

The first is ascertained exactly, and the second, third and 
fourth approximately in the following table: 

No.1. No.2. :Xo. 3. 1\0.4. NO.5. 
1. Labor ....... ,. ...... ~1.94a.94 $1,6.iO.7:) ~6,8~)5.;j6 $lO,5B8.44 $10,13.U2 
2. MateriaL ............ 314.52 250.00 l,lCO.UO 1,650.00 1,5eO.00 
3, Salaries ........ ~ ..... 3G1"S5 290.0() l,JoO,OJ 1,91U,00 1,8~O,OO 
4, Me.chanics, &e •..••.. 2,0.54 240,UO 900.00 1.4.l0.00 1,3GO.00 -_. ----

Tot.ls .......... $2,899,85 $2,430.75 $lO,:3G5.5S ~,13,3S8.44 $H,892,12 

Total for the five districts ............................ ,. ........................ .. 
Steam EngIne. &c ........ _ ..... _ ....•........................................... 
Bronx River Bridges, ma.terials ................. " , , ........................... . 

Total expenditure ................ , ... , ... , ..... , ....................... .. 

II.-ApPORTIONl\IEN1' FOR 1876. 

Total. 
$31.216.81 

4,894.52 
5,834,85 
4,260.54 

$46,206,72 

$46,206,72 
2,703,15 
8S~.;n 

$49,799,18 

This result gives a general indication of the amount of money 
expended in these districts during the year 1875. In appor
tioning the money for the year 1876, the requirements of the 
different districts and the present condition of their roads 
must be taken into consideration, together with the number of 
miles of roads in each district, as follows: 
No.1. Kingsbridge, west of and including Broadway ...... 13~ 
No.2. Kingsbridge, east or Broadway .................. 10~ 
No.3. "'IV est Fanns, east of B.ai~wa:y .................. } 5rll 
No.4. West Farms, west of RaIlway. ... ... . . . . . .. . . . 2 

No.5. Morri,.;ania .... , ................................ 52:t-

Total miles .............. , .. . ................. 136! 

The present condition of the roads in the several districts, 
may be generally stated. as follmvs : 

No. 1. Kingsbridge, west of aTIll including Broac1way. 3 
miles of the roads in this district are of broken stone, and re
quire some repair to put them in good order. The remaining 
10k miles of the roads are ordinary earth roac1s, and are as fit 
for use as such roads generally are at this season. 
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No.2. Kingsbridge, west of Broadway. All the roads in 
this district are earth roads, and are in good condition. 

Nos. 3 and 4. West Farms. 1'he 7 miles of macadamized 
road in these districts are all in poor condition; they are main 
lines of communication, and repairs npon them are impera
tively demanded. The earth roads are 52~ miles in length, 
and are in need' only of the ordinary care and repair. 

No.5. Morrisania. The roads in this district are 1~ miles of 
broken stone, which require to be mended in several places, 
and 51 miles of earth road which are in bad condition, the 
streets being so much used that constant and extensive repairs 
are required. 

A precise and just apportionment in all aspects of the money 
appropriated for the year 18'76, $40,000, cannot be made with
out difficulty. A general one will probably suffice. The fol
lowing is recommended: 

No. L Kingsbridge. west of and including Broadway ......... . 
No.2. Kingsbridge, east of Broadway ...................... . 
No.3. West Farms, eHst of Railway .......................... } 
No.4. West Farms, West of Railway ....................... . 
No.5. Morrisanin .......................... '" .......... . 

$5,000 
2,500 

17,250 

15,250 

Approximate specifications of the amount of work to be done 
in the different districts should be framed, and the money ap
portioned should be applied toward carrying them out as far as 
the money will go. It is clear, in. advance, that the money will 
not be sufficient to keep the roads in the condition of good re
pair that the citizens require, but in each district they will 
know the amount apportioned, the work that ought to be done, 
and when the money is expended, the citizens of any district 
will be in a position to carr'y on the work with their own means, 
if they desire to do so, as they have stated. 

HI.-INSPECTION. 

This should be principally a thorough engineering inspec
tion, aided by competent foremen, in whose selection regard 
should be paid to the suggestions of the citizens in the several 
districts. . 

The salaries paid last }'ear should he greatly reduced. The 
general foreman and foreman can be omitted. 

IV.-MATERIALS. 

The materials needed are principally broken stone and 
gravel; and brick, cement and pipe for drainage. '.rhese should 
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be purchased bv contract to be delivered on the roads where it 
is to be used. " 

Y.-THOROUGH HEPAIR. 

In addition to ordinary repairs, a certain length of road 
every year shaul([ be put in a thorough and finished condition 
and in such fir:'it-rate orGel' as not to need constant repair. 
Roads leading to bridges and railroad depots should receive 
this attention. 

By proceeding, year after year, in this manner, progress will 
be made to\vard getting better roads, which will cost less for 
annual repair than the roads in their present condition. 

YI.-PERMANENT OONSTRUCTION. 

It will be advisable to recommend to the Oommon Oouncil 
the passage of ordinances by which some of the roads ean be 
macadamized a proportionate width in the centre. This work 
should be done by contract, the cost should be assessed upon 
the property adjacent and benefited, and the work should be 
done on those roads only when a majority of the property 
owners petitio.n for or consent in writing to it. 

Vcenses, <'Cc., on Central Park. 

Commissioner MARTIN, from the Executiye Committee, pre

sented the following report on the Licenses in the Central Park, 
which was ordered printed in the minutes, and laid over for 

future consideration. 

In rearranging the licenses for the present year the following 
come under consideration: 

1. Columbus Ryan, lee see of restaurants at Mt. St. Vincent, Casino, &c. 
2. Platt &; Clapp, carriage service. 
3. Thomas S. Dick, boat service. 
4. Isidor Isaacs, Carrousel and goat carriages. 
o. John Lucas, donkey service. 
6. J. J. Snow, pony service. 
7. Joseph Scott, novelty carriage service. 
8. Isaac Hail, floating baths at Battery. 

The following conditions are to be observed: 

The first and main end is, not by a license fee that impover
ishes the licensee and impairs the efficiency of his service to 
gain a revenue for the Sinking Fund, but instead of that, to have 
a service attractive to the people who visit the park, at a moder
ate expense. 
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Secondly-
This service must be made attractive, as follows: 
1. The material and equipment must be ample for the 

demand. 
2. Iu quality and elegance it must approach what is required 

by persons of good taste for their OWll private use, and not be 
of the kind that is elsewhere supplied for indiscriminate and 
common use. 

3. The price charged to the public must be moderate, and 
less than is elsewhere charged for similar service. 

Thirdly-
In order to carry this out : 
1. Accurate specifications must be made of all the material 

and equipment, and of the service to be rendered. 
2. Compliance with these specifications must be rigidly 

enforced. 
3. The accounts of each licensee and his receipts and ex

penses must be carefully examined. 
4. A moderate license fee in each case should be fixed. 
5. This fee should be abated or wholly released if all the 

conditions are performed. . 
6. A precise and careful tariff of rates and prices must be 

fixed. 
7. A proper statement of regulations, prices and places where 

complaints will be received should be posted at the places 
where the business is carried on. 

8. Regular inspection must be made, and quarterly reports 
must be made by the Superintendent. 

9. The licensee must be required to 'Perform such services as 
appertain or have relation to the business carried on under 
the license. 

10. The prices charged to the public must be reduced propor
tionately to the reduction of the license fee. 

The existing licenses, except the agreement with Mr. Ryan, 
should be redrawn, so as to include the foregoing provisions. 

(Minutes, Jan. 13, 1876, p. 527.) 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board ad
journed at 11:30 o'clock A.M., to meet on Friday, the 4th inst., 
at 4 o'clock P.M. 

WH. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4tll, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING, 4 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of, 
the previous meetings of January 31st and February 2d, 1876, 
was dispensed with. 

The following communication was presented and read: 

Fordham Avenue, Kingsbridge Road, 24th Ward. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, subm~tting a 
plan for the widflning and oxtension of Fordham A venue and 
Kingsbridge Road, in the 24th Ward, and recommending that 

the owners of property on said avenue and road be requested 

to examine said plan and express their opinions thereon. 

Filed. 
Commis~ioner MARTIN thereupon offered the following reso

lution: 

Resolved, That the President of the Department be requested 
to cause an advertiseme:J.t to owners of property affected by 
the proposed widening and extension of Fordham Avenue and 
the Kingsbridge .Road, in the 24th Ward, to be inserted in the 
Oity Record, lor twenty days, notifying said owners of prop
erty that the plans for said widening and extension are now 
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under consideration by this Board, and that obje:::tions, in 
writing, thereto will be received by this Board until the 29th 
day of February, 11;76. 

Adopted. 

J. W. Maclay. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had received a communication 
from ~Ir. J. W. Maclay, Principal Assistant to the Civil and 
Topographical Engineer, proposing to continue his services in 
his present position without pay. 

Commissioner MARTIN thereupon offered the following reso

lution: 
Resolved, That the salary of :Mr. J. W. Maclay, Principal 

Assistant to the Civil and Topographical Engineer, be, and 
hereby is, discontinued, and that he be relieved from all further 
duty in connection with this Department. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said resolution be 

laid over until the next meeting of the Board. 
Adopted. 

161st Street, 23d Ward. 

Commissioner MARTIN reported verbally adversely on the 
peHtion of Mr. William H. Morris and others against opening 
1G1st Street, in the 23d Ward, and recommended that no action 
be taken thereon, on the ground that the petition objects not 

to the opening but to the construction of said street, which 
work is not proposed at this time. 

(Minutes, Feb. 2, 1876, p. 58.) 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said report be re
ceived and adopted by the Board. 

Adopted. 

College Aveuut', 24th Ward. 

Commissioner MARTIN verbally reported upon the petition of 
St. John's College, and the answer thereto of Mr. John B. 



February 4, 1876.] 597 

Haskin, in relation to College Avenue, in the 24th Wai-d, and 

stated that it is appa.rent, from the statements made by the 

parties, that the principal question between them is whether 

College Avenue belongs to the city as a public street or belongs 
to Mr. Haskin. This involves a question of law as to title. 

Be therefore recommended that the papers, submitted to the 

Board by the parties, be referred to the Counsel to the Corpo

ration for his opinion and advice. 
(Minutes, Feb. 2, 1876, p. 582.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received, and the 

recommendation therein be adopted by the Board. 

Adopted. 

Police Force. 

Commissioner MARTIN presented the following statement on 

the subject of the police force, which was ordered printed in 

the minutes, and laid over for future consideration, namely: 

Police 

Six of the night:watchmen have been detected in failure of 
duty, by means of the' punch-boxes. Instead of making their 
five rounds at different hours of the night, visiting the punch 
boxes, and using the punch at each L'Ound, they punched five 
times in the first round in one instance, or ill another carried 
the punches in their pockets between the first and last round. 
In neither case was their duty performed. 

The question arises whether the present system should 
be changed. If the ten night-watchmen were added to 
the police force as park-keepers, the night duty instead of 
being performed by these ten men exclusively, would be pes
formed by all the park-keepers in their turn, and the expenre 
would be greater because the ten watchmen would receive 
the pay of patrolmen. 

If the quality of the men is the same, then it becomes a 
question of the faithfulness with which they perform their duty. 
To secure this we have had in use the test of the punch-boxes. 
This machinery, if it is not evaded, shows that each man goes 
his rounds at the specified time. In order to be secure from 
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evasion there must be an intelligent supervision, and an unex
pected supervision is as good as a regular one. No machinery 
of detection alone will suffice without this supervision. In the 
present case the efficiency of the machinery has been shown by 
the supervision given by the Lieutenant. He went out after 
midnight, made the entire round of the park and detected the 
evasion. 

What we need is more of this supervision. The Lieutenant 
should have sergeants upon whom he can rely for this sort of 
work-young, active and vigorous men, fully equal to night 
duty. 

No relief is gained by shifting from one system to another. 
No system or machinery works of itself, nor without intelli

gent human watchfulness. 
The supervison is the essential thing. The punch-box is 

the machinery that aids it; whether the men are called night
watchmen or patrolmen is a matter first of expense, and 
secondly of rotation in duty. We have a competent Lieutenant. 
'We should have the best sergeants we can give him; we could 
then continue the night-watchmen, beca,use they cost less, or 
have men added to the police force as patrolmen and put in 
rotation on night duty, and continue to use the punch-boxes as 
an assistance in discipline. 

Any loss or damage to the punch-boxes should be made good 
at the expense of the men on night duty at the time and de
ducted out of their pay. 

(Minutes, Feb. 2, 1876, p. 588.) 

Woodlawn Cemetery, 24th Ward. 

Commissioner l\IARTlN, to whom was referred the communi

cation of the Civil and Topographical Engineer, presenting the 
map of streets, &0., round "700dlawn Cemetery, verbally reported 
in favor of adopting said map. 

Received. 

Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following resolutions: 
Resolved, 'fhat under and by virtue of the powers conferred 

on the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks 
of the city of New York, by Chapters 329 and 604 of 
the Laws of 1874, tlley d.o hereby layout the streets, 
roads and avenues within the 24th ,Vard of the city 
of New York, shown on a map or plan entitled "map 
or plan showing proposed streets and avenues around the prop-
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erty of the Woodlawn Cemetery Association," datec1 "New 
York, February 1st, 1876," and signed" J. J. R. Croes, Civil 
and Topographical Engineer," of the widths, extent and direc
tion that said streets, roads and avenues are designated on 
said map or plan by red lineR and figures, and by red and 
yellow color; and that the widths, extent and direction of the 
said streets, roads and avenues so laid out, are such as to the 
said Commissioners, or a majority of them, seem most condu
cive to the public good; and that the President of the Depart
ment cause the said several streets, roads and avenues to be 
surveyed and designated by proper monuments wlJere the same 
are not already so designated; also to have prepared and suh
mit to this Board three similar maps or plans and profiles of 
the same, to be filed in pursuance of said laws ahove men
tioned. 

Resolved, That the President of the Department be requested 
to furnish to the Trustees of the Woodlawn Cemeterv Associa
tion a copy of said map or plan, with a certificate of" the adop
tion of the same by this Board on this date. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

Opening and Acquiring Title to Streets, &c. 

Commissioner MARTIN, to whom was referred the communi

cation of the Engineer and Surveyor of Street Openings and 

Improvements, asking instruction~ as to the preparation of the 

map of streets, the title of which is directed to be acquired, 
verbally reported that the said Engineer and Surveyor be in

structed to include all portions of said streets in the maps, and 
also all portions of the streets as they now exist, but which are· 
directed to be closed, but that he attach an explanation to said 

maps in all cases where questions as to the former acquisition 
of p<;>rtions of the streets may arise, or where portions of the 
streets are closed, so that the attention of the Counsel to the 

Corporation, and of the Commissioners to be appointed by the 

Supreme Court, may be called to the facts. 

(Minutes, January 13, 1876, p. 519.) 
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Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved thvt said report be re
ceiyed and adopted by the Board. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the Board adjourned at 

6 o'clock, to meet on Saturday, the 5th inst., at 3 o'clock P. M. 

WM.lmVIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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SATURDAI", I"EBRUARY lJ, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Oommissioner /?TEBBINS, President. 

" 
" 

MARTIN, 
WILLIAMSON. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of January 31st, 1Si6, 
were read and approved, and, on motion of Commissioner 
WILLIAMSON, the reading of the minutes of the previous meet
ings of the 2d and 4th insts. was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Public Road, East of Tenth A venue, 
and between 155th St. and Dyckman St. 

From the Engineer of Oonstruction, in relation to the 
acquiring title to the public road or drive east of Tenth 
Avenue, and between 155th Street and Dyckman Street, and 
giving his reasons why said road should not be opened north 
of Highbridge Park. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Oounsel to the Corporation, 
at the instance of the Oommissioner of the Department of 
Public Works, had commenced proceedings to acquire the title 
to said road, and that this Department should take imme
diate steps to discontinue said road, if that course should be 
considered advisable by a majority of the Oommissioners. 

He then offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the public road or drive from the south side 
of Highbl'idge Reservoir to Dyckman Street be discontinued, 
and also that the street or road from a point near Harlem River 
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and Highbridge to said public road or drive north of High
bridge, be also discontinued, and that the Civil and Topographi
cal Engineer prepare and submit to the Board maps for filing, 
showing the discontinuance of said roads. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication and 

resolution be referred to the Civil and 'l'opographical Engineer 

for his opinion thereon, and to himself for his report. 

Adopted. 
Police uniforms. 

The PRESIDENT then move.d that the order of business be 

suspended, and that the subject of awarding the contract for 

police uniforms be taken up. 
Adopted. 

The PRESIDEN'l' then stated that he had had the samples of 
cloth submitted with the several proposals, examined by in
dependent parties in the tailoring business, who had not bid 
for the work, and that the opinion given to him was that the 

samples furnished by Messrs. Sackett & Miller were superior 
to those furnished with the proposals of the other parties 

bidding; he then ofi'erel the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.1) of Messrs. Sackett & 

Miller for uniform overcoats and pantaloons for the police force 
be accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract therefor be 
awarded to said Sackett & :Miller; the overcoats to he made 
of the best quality West Point cadet kersey, and the panta
loons to be made of the best quality West Point cadet cloth, 
and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute 
said contract for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, February 2d, 1876, p. 573.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

The order of business was then resumed, and the presenta
tion of communications continued. 

Woods and Forests of Central Park. 

From the Landscape Architeut, upon the subject of the con-
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servation of the woods and forests of Central Park, and 

recommending a plan for their increase and the keeping of 
records concerning them. 

Laid on the table. 

At this point Commissioner O'Donohue entered and took 
his seat in the meeting. 

Superintending Engineer. 

From the Landscape Architect, stating that the Superin

tending Engineer has been for some time engag~d in a review 
of the drainage and water supply system of Central Park. 
That it is purely a work of maintenance, and that if said En
gineer is not to be continued on maintenance, there is no one 

under his orders competent for the duty. 
(Minutes, Jan. 31, 1876, p. 566.) 

Referred to the President and Commissioner Martin to re
port. 

Removal of Monuments. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, stating that in
stances of the removal of monuments in the north end of the 
island, causing great inconvenience, Have come to his knowl
edge, and submitting a draft ordinance, which he suggests 
would prevent such removals if passed by the Common 

Council. 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication be 

received, and that the said draft ordinance be transmitted to 
his Honor the Mayor, with the request that he recommend its 
passage and adoption by the Common Council. 

Adopted. 

Street Lamps. 

From Mr. J. W. Bartlett, notifying the Department that 
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certain lamps recently placed at Worth Monument and pro

cured from JUr. R. R. West, infringed his patents and de
mandililg their removal. 

Also from the Landscape Architect, stating that in his judg

ment the lamps referred to do not infringe Mr. Bartlett's 
patent. 

Also from 1\fr. R. R. West, stating that the lamps put up by 
him do not infringe on Mr. Bartlett's patent. 

Filed. 

James Davis: 

From 1\1r. Stephen J. O'Hare ttnd others, asking that Mr. 
James Davis be appointed on the pulice force of the Depart
ment. 

Laid on the table. 

Five Points Park flagging. 

From Messrs. Coudert Brothers, Attorneys for Mr. James 
Brand, asking that Mr. Brand be paid $1,045.75 on account 
of the amount alleged to be due 1\11'. J. J. Schillinger for the 
work of laying the flagging on Five Points Park, on the ground 
that Mr. Brand furnished to Mr. Schillinger the cement used 

in the construction of said flagging, and enclosing Mr. Schil
linger's consent to said payment. 

(Minutes, June 29th, 1875, p. 109.) 

Referred to Commissioner Williamson to examine and re
port. 

J. W. Maclay. 

Commissioner MARTIN called up and offered the resolnt.ion 
offered at the last meeting, discontinuing the pay of Mr. J. W. 
Maclay, Principal ASHistant to the Civil and Topographical 

Engineer, and relieving him from all further duty. 

(Minutes, Feb. 4th, 1876, p. fi96.) 
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Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following resolution as 

a substitute therefor: • 
Resolved, That it be referred to the Pres!lent and Com

missioner Martin to examine and report what action, if any, 
should be taken with reference to the positions and salaries 
of the Superintending Engineer and the Principal Assistant to 
the Civil and Topographical Engin~er. 
, Adopted. 

Night-watchmen. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Lieutenant be empowered to call on the 

Ruperintendent of Parks, and the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to detail, from time to time, seven men from the force 
of laborers for duty as night-watchmen. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preamble and resolu
tion as a substitute therefor : 

Whereas, The effort to establish a night police for the better 
protection of the property on the Central Park and for the 
preservation of public order therein has signally failed, both 
with regard to the regular police force and the night-watch
men, therefore, 

Resolved, That, until the further order of the Board, the 
Superintendent of Parks be directed to detail seven laborers 
to do duty as night-watchmen at such times as the Lieutenant 
commanding may determine. 

(Minutes, Feb. 4, 1876, p. 597 ) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the preamble and res
olution offered by the President be separated. 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble offered by the President, and it was de
termined in the negative, a majority of all the members oi the 
Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
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agree to sai.d substitute resolution offered by the President, and 

it was deter.ed in the affirmative, a majority of all the 
members of th! Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Gate-keepers. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the two vacancies in the force of gate-keepers 
be filled. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the negative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DmwHuE the meeting ad
. journed at 6.30 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretm'Y, D. P. P. 
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WEDN'ESDAY, FEBRUARY 9th, 1876. 

9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening proposals for 

Slating the Museum of Art Building. 

Present-Oommissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 

O'DONOHUE. 

The OOMPTROLLER of the Oity. 

The following proposal was received and publicly opened :-

I.-George Fischer & Brother ................ $2,650 00 

WM. IRWIN. 

Secreta1'Y, D. P. P. 
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. TIIURSDAY, t'EDRITART JOtll, 1876. 

SPECIAL l\fEETIKG-9.30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present- Commissioner STEnnrKs, President. 

" 
" 
" 

:MARTI~. 

WILLBMSO:N. 

O'DOKOIICE. 

The Board met in special session by unanimous consent .. 
Dnttery Park---,Elemtcd Railway, &c. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DO~OHUE, the reading of the 
minutes of the previ0us meetings was suspended, and the sub

ject of tho application of tlw New York Elevated Railway 

Company for permi:ssion to construct its road across the Bat

tery Park, was taken up. 

(Minutes, February 2d, 1876, p. 574.) 

The Pm,STDENT then stated that the resolutions, amend
ments and the substitute preambles antI resolutions offered [It 

the meeting held on the 7th January, 1876, a11L1 printed on 

pages 500 and 501 of the minutes, were now in order. 
The PllESTDE~T then offererl the foHowing preambles and 

resolution offered b'y him on J ,muary 7th, 1376, namely: 

Wh('.reo.q, An application hns been made to the Board gov
erning this Department by the New "York Elevated Railway 
Company, for permission to extend their railrQad across the 
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Battery grounds, from Greenwich Street to the South Ferry, in 
the form of a license revocable after giving six months' notice 
to said company; 

And whereas, Said license has been prepared by the Counsel 
to the Corporation as an instrument within the power of this 
Department to legally execute, thereby implying that the power 
to grant licenses to railroads and other corporations to enter 
upon and use any portion of the public parks or places of the 
city, including the Central Park, is by law vested in this De
partment; 

And whrreas, In the opinion of the Board governing this De
partment, doubts exist as to the wisdom of granting such a 
license in view of the objects for which the public parks have 
been laid out and established, and which objects are fully 
understood 'and recognized by the public at large; 

And whenGs, The public parks of this city are for the use and 
enjoyment of the people ancl should not be curtailed, nor should 
any other use be made of them except that which secures the 
freedom of popular recreation and pleasure for which they 
were created; 

And wlieTeas, The precedent songht to be established is one 
that would jeopardize the integrity of all the parks of the city, 
not excepting Central Park: it is therefore 

Resolved, That the whole subject be laid on the table, and 
that the New York Elevated Railway Company be notified that 
this Department does not deem it advantageous to the public 
nor within the legitimate use of the powers of the Department 
to grant permission to th", said railway company to construct 
its railroad over any part of the Battery grounds. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined 

in the negative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Aye--Commissioner Stebbins-I. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, -Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 

Commissioner MARTIN then offered the resolution amending 

the license for said Elevated Railway Oompany prepared by 

the Counsel to the Corporation, as follows: 

Resolved, That the license prepared for the New York Ele
vated Railway Company by the Uounsel to the Corporation be 
amended so as to include provisions for carrying into effect the 
1st, 2d, 3d, 5th and 6th recommendations of the Landscape 
Architect, as follows, namely: 
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1st. That within a vertical distance of ten feet from the 
ground no part of the railroad, its appliances or appertainings, 
shall be allowed, except only the necessary supporting piers 
and the necessary stairways of the passenger station, and that 
all parts of any pier above the surface of the ground' and 
within a distance of ten feet therefrom shall be at least eigh
teen inches within the line defining the space colored red on 
the map, ar,d indicating the limits for the foundation of piers. 

2d. That the piers and all other constructions of the rail
road shall be designed and constructed with a view to the 
avoidance of any greater c:;nspicuousness or injury in any 
respect to the Battery as a pleasure-ground than is absolutely 
necessary, and that they shall be of tasteful design and made 
in all respects to the satisfaction of the Department. 

3d .. That whenever required by the Department, substantial 
lattice or trellis work shall be placed by the company, attached 
to its piers, stringers, sleepers or other constructions, and that 
the agents of the Department shall, so far as consistent with 
safety, be allowed to fix ladders and enter upon and occupy 
the premises of the company for the purpose of training vines 
or for other duties required for the improvement or mainte
nance of means of public gratification appropriate to the Bat
tery as a pleasure· ground. 

5th. That the Company shall prevent the exhibition or dis
tribution upon or from its road or any of its constructions 
within the Battery, of any signs, posters, handbills or other 
forms of advertising, except within or on the walls of its station
house, and then only of such signs, time-tables and posters as 
are necessary to give information of the orders and regulations 
for the use of the road. 

6th. That the necessary expense of any' alterations or im
provements of the Battery, which in consequence of the in
trodllction of the railroad the Board shall think fit to order, 
shall be made at the expense of the Company. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-CommisE!ioners Slebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 
Commissioner 'VILLIAMSON moved that in view of the fact, 

which he had recently ascertained, that the New York Ele

vated Railway Company is obliged by its charter to pay a per~ 
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centage of its nett earnings to the city, he be allowed to with

draw his motion to aIllend said lic8nso by reserving an annual 

rent. 

(Minutes, January 7th, 1876, p. 500.) 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the followillg resolution: 

Rcso7vcd, That any license which may be granted to the New 
York Elenlte(l Hailway CompallY, to C()llstruct its road across 
the Battery Park, sball inclmle a proyision resenil1g all allnllal 
rent, payable to the eity; the amonnt of which shall be fixed 
by the CuIlllllissioners of the Dinking Fund. 

The PnEsIDE:\T put tho qnestioll whether the Boarel would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the negatiYe, 

a majority of all the members of the Boal'd not voting in favor 
the~eof, as follows: 

Ave-Oommissioner Stebbins-I. 

Noes--Oomrdssioners Martin, ,Villiamson, O'Donohue-3. 

Oommissioner MARTIN then presented the following opinion, 

upon the questions argued at the meeting on the 22d J almary, 

1876, on the subject of the application of the New York Ele

vated Railway Compuny, which was ordered to be printed in 

the minutes, namely: 

The application of the Nnv York Elevated Railway Com
pany to the Department of Parks presents the point, whether 
we ::;hall take adion iu regard to the route cle"igllatecl for them 
by the Hapicl Transit COll!missioncrs, under the Act of 1875 
(Chap. (06), from the south em end of Greonwic:h Street to tl'e 
~outh Ferry, and within the breadth of t11"t route, determine 
the precise line of construction, alld permit it to cross the area 
of the Battery. 

The Hapid Transit OOlllmissionors have assumed that this 
company came witllin the provisions of the 36th Section of 
tllat Act, and have given them a route of connection with the 
Douth Ferty. . 

We find at the outset a designation by the Oommissioners 
of a route" along Slate StJ"eet, or the cJge 0/ {ltC Bntter!!," for the 
whole length of State Street, on the eust side of the Battery. 
Under this designation the road wili be constructed along 
State Street, unless we take some action to bring the line within 
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the Battery. The general or duplicate route designated. m!!.y 
be rf'garded as 11 stnp of lund lOU feet broad, induding the 
width of State Street, Eay 50 feet, and the edge or border of 
the Battery, Eay ['0 feet, alld the question for us is, where 
within this breadth it is best to fix tlle precise line of construc· 
tion, I n view solely of park pnrposes. The applicants prefer 
the line within the Battory, Locause it is more direct and gives 
curves of greater radius. 

The questions for us to consider, therefore, are: 

1st. Whether upon this designation of the route by the 
Commissioners it is not propel' for us, in view solely of the 
purposes for which \Ye hold the Battery, to determine its pre
cise lllle? 

2dly. If we consider, in this view, that it should cross the 
Battery, have we po\rer so to determine it? 

In approaching the first question, we are. brought face t~ 
face WIth the ouly project for rapid transit which, after the 
agitation and discussioD of twenty years, llas justifit,d its claims 
by building a sncces"iul road. 'Ihis is II result that lws stood 
the test of legislation, the criticism of engilJeers and the de
mands ot cUliltalsts. As a successfnl und actual work, which 
meets the public necef'sity, it is tberefore entitled to recogni
tion. In cont.rast ,vith other pl'Ojeets it must be ndjlldged a 
goot! and practicable plan, 'which fulfills the requirements and 
conditioW:i. In the conflict between them this plan has. 
proved practicable where the othel s bave not. It is no denial 

, of the success of tbis ODe to assert t1Htt there are others which 
have not succeec1ell. 

The hopes of rapid transit for the city rest now upon this 
law. Those who attempt to excuse their opposition to the 
plan before us by an atlvocacy of other plans, which they 
assnme to be better, but which lJobody will builtl, present an 
argument which .teuds to destroy the only cbance of rupid 
trallsit the people have. To oppose the road which men of 
money are building, and to preselJt nothing in its place except 
schemes which men of money have condemned, is to set at 
naught the real and only test, and to destroy rapid transit 
wholly. 

The presumptions, therefore, being in favor of this plan, \Ye 
find th'lt, upon the route designated for it, it becomes inevitable, 
that, if the road is built, it must either go over the sidewalks 
or the carriagewhY of State Street, the exterior walk of the 
Battery along State Street, or a few feet within the area of the 
Battery over the greensward. In deciding the question of the 
best line of construction, from the point of view solely of the 
purposes of the public use and enjoyment for which the Bat-
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tery is held, we must consider the advantages and disadvantages 
of the several locations. If it goes over State Street, or along 
the exterior Battery sidewalk, it will destroy many of the most 
valuable old trees that remain there; it will become a con
spicuous object to every visitor, who approaches the Battery, 
and it will obstruct all its entrances, without any relief or miti
gation of its ungainly effect. If, on the contrary, it is placed 
within the boundary of the Battery, over the greensward, it can 
be planted out and concealed to a great extent; all valuable 
trees can be saved; and it will not obstruct or disfigure the 
entrances, nor pass lengthways over the walks that are fre
quented by the people. These considerations have been exam
ined by the Landscape Architect and Engineers of the Depart
ment, and the lines laid down upon their map indicate what, in 
their judgment and ours, is the best line, in view of park pur
poses, in case the road shall be built. 

Secondly, we consider the question of power: 

On the argument before us, the sources of the title of the 
city to the Battery have been examined. The opponents of the 
road have exhibited them from the familiar pages of Hoffman's 
Treatise. From the facts there stated, the charters, the grants 
from the State, and the acts of the Legislature, it appears that 
the city, from whatever sources its title is derived, is now the 
Owner in fee of the Battery, subject to certain restrictions, 
stated by Hoffman, which may apply to the whole or to some 

. portion of its surface. The origin of these restrictions is the 
grants by the State or the acts of the Legislature. The nature 
of these restrictions is, as to the use of the Battery, for a public 
walk or for public buildings, or for works of defense, and 
against any other use or purpose. Similar restrictions have 
been created by covenants in the deeds from the city, of prop
erty on the east side of State Street, viz., that the Battery in 
front should never be appropriated to private uses. On all the 
facts of the case, it is clear that the proposed use of the Bat
tery by this company is not a priva/cusc within the meaning of 
these covenants. The Legislature has declared it expr81'lsly to 
be a public U8e. 

The portion of the area of the Battery, over which the pro
posed railway line is laid down, is within one hundred, and in 
most places within thirty, feet of State Street. From Battery 
Place to Pearl Street, it passes over the area which was anciently 
between high and low water-mark; and from Pearl Street to 
Whitehall Street, it passes outside of the low water-mark. 

In any view of the facts as to the derivation of the title, the 
city holds its title to the lands in question in fee either subject 
to the restrictions which the State, by its grants, or the acts of 
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its Legislature have imposed upon it; or by an absolute title, 
free from any such restrictions. 

In either case the result is the same. If the city's title is ab
solute and free from restrictions, the city holds these lands for 
tbe public use in the sense in which the courts and the Legis
lature have defined that term, and however absolute our power 
it is by these lights that we are to bo guided in exercising it. 
On the other hand, if the title is subject to these restrictions, 
the argument that sustains them must go to the extent of up
holding power in the State to discharge, change and release 
them, and thus to uphold the force of the Act of 1875, as supe
rior to the restrictions. The sovereign power which imposed 
these conditions and restrictions, whether by grant or legis
lative act, may also release them or adapt them to new and 
unforeseen public uses. 

This brings us immediately to the consideration of the Act 
of 1875. 'l'his Act asserts that this railway is a public use, 
consistellt with the public uses to which the Battery is held, 
and authorizes us to assent to this designation of route. 'The 
power of the Legislature to define public uses has been sanc
tioned by the courts. The use, therefore, proposed by this 
railway is not in conflict with the restrictions heretofore im
posed upon the land by the State, and is in accordauce with 
the public nses to which, in any aspect, the city holds the 
property. 

It is not contested in the discnssions before us that the whole 
power of the city corporation in respect to this subject is vested 
in this Department. 

,These powers were given in respect to the Central Park, by 
Chap. 771 of Laws of 1857, sec. 4 ; powers of control and man
agement in respect to the other parks above Canal street were 
given by Ohap. 187, of uno, sec. 94; in respect to the parks 
south of Canal street, including the Battery, by Ohap. 383 of 
1870, sec. W, and full powers by Chap. 290, of 1871, sec. U. 

The Act of 1875 must be examined in view of its general 
scope and of all its provisions, and not of any fragment of a 
section; particularly, the fourth section and the fifth clause of 
the twenty-sixth section must be read together. They proviue 
that no such railway company shall have the right to acquire 
the use and occupancy of streets, avenues or public parks ex
cept such as may be designated by the Commissioners for their 
route. Assuming that this prohibition goes beyond the adverse 
proceedings to acquire title, provided for in the 17th section, 
and affects also voluntary designatiolls of the route, it brings 
us to the question whether a route across the Battery has been 
designated by the Oommissioners. The fourth section declares 
that the Commissioners shall fix and determine the railway routes 
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and then gives them exclusZ:ve power over all lands in the county 
in which they act, with some exceptions, among which are pub
lic parks. In respect, therefore, to these excepted places their 
power is not exclusive, but thh designation becomes effectual 
when it is concurred in by the authority over the excepted 
place. 

The word ., place" hilS been miec1 fo1' " park" uniformly, in 
all the acts relating to this Department, sillce the Central Park 
Act, chap. GIl), of 1853. Its use ill the 4th section, and three 
times in the 5th clause of the 26th section or the Act of 1875, 
indicates the intention of the LegisLtture 110t to make an ab
saInte prohibition of the public parb;, but to exclude their use 
unless they are designated as the route; and, in respect to 
such designation, to limit the power of the Commissioners, in 
other respects exclu8i1:c, and to make it dependent all the con
currence of the local authority oyer the park. They have 
designatetl a route which lll:1Y crOS3 iho Battery, whi~h be
comes effectual when we concm in it, aml we have power to 
do so. 

'rhe reasonableness of this view is illustrated by the case 
before ns: for it is better for the public gO(>ll to have the road 
cross the greensward, where it can be ornamented and planted 
out, than to have it skirt the border of the Park and its side
walk and obstruct its entrances. Of the two pos;;ihle lines we 
prefer the former. Streets bonlering on parks are essential 
features of park treatment, and orten the most in:portant. The 
Legislature has forced" tbe c1etermination of such questions 
upon us, and has \\"isely left us power to meet them. 

It is clear, therefore, that when the exercise, of our judgment 
leads us to prefer the line which crosses the Battery, and when 
the Legislatnre hns declared this road to be tt publie use, it is 
better for us to exercise the power which the Ijegislatnre has 
left to us; to act llp011 the route designated by the Commis
sioners, and. within its breadth, to determine the precise liue 
of construction. 

",Ve should, therefore, coneur in the route designated by tbe 
Rapid Transit Commissioners, t1clopt the Ii no de'errnined by 
the Landscape Architect., and laid down npon the map, aud 
adopt the agreement prepared for us by the Counsel to the 
C orporl1tion. 

(J\1iimtes, Noyember 24th, 1875, p. 413.) 

Commissioner l\L\ltTI~ then offered the first resolution y,-hich 

he offered at the meeting held on the 7th January, lS7G, 

amended as follows, namely :-
Resolved, That tho license propared for the New York Ele-
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vated Railway Company by the COllllsel to the Corporation be, 
and hereby is, adopted as amended. 

'l'hePREsIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

CommissionerMARl'IN then offered the second resolution 

which he offered at the meeting held on the 7th January, 
1876, as follows :-

Ile801ved, That the map now repol'ted by Mr. Olmsted, the 
Landscape Architect, dated "J anuul'Y 7th, 1876," and signed 
" John Bogart, Sup'tg Engineer," be adopted. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preambles and reso
lution as a substitute for said resolution offered by Commis
sioner Martin. 

Whereas, the Board, at its meeting held on the 3d of Decem
ber, 1875, adopted the following preamble and resolution: 

Wlwl'eas, The Counsel to the Corporation Etales. in his opinion to the Depart
ment, dated December 1st, 1875, when referring' to pnblic parks, the ownership of 
which the city gels by anthority of the State, that" in all these" * * "cases 
it may be questionable whether the land so neg nired is not always held as a 
public trust for limited purposes an(l uses." 

ReRolved, That he be, and hereby is, requested to inform this Board whether, 
in his judgment, the Commissioners appointed under Chap. 606 of· the Laws of 
1875, have the legal right to designate a route for a railroad over or through the 
Battery Park or any portion of it. 

And whether the Commissioners governing this Department have the legal 
right to allow the New York Elevated Railroad Company to construct its line 
over or through said Battery Park or any portion of it . 

.And wherea8, the President of the Department addressed the 
f~llowing communication to the Counsel to the Corporation, 
VIZ. : 

DEPT. OF PUBLIC PARKS, } 

36 Union Square, 
25 January, 1876. . 

Hon. WM. C, WHITNEY, 

Gounsel to the Corporation : 

Deai' Sir,-Iam in receipt of yours of yesterday relative to the power of this 

'Department to aliow a line f)f railway to be constructed through' the Battery Park. 

¥ our opinion, as th.erein expressed, does not extelld t() .any portjoI) gf the Battery 
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other than that included in the strip of land between high and low water liues, 

mentioned in your former communication of December 1st, 1875. 

The line of route on which this Depart~ent is asked to allow the construction of 

the railroad of the New York Elevated Railway Company extends. nearly 

en"irely, outside of this strip of land . 

.At a meeting of the Commissioners of this Department, heM on the 3d ulto., I 

therefore offered a preamble and resolution, asking you for your advice concern· 

ing the remaining portion of the Battery. 

This preamble and resolution you will find in the communication of this Depart. 

ment to you, dated December 4th, 1875. 

I will feel much obliged by your giving me an answer to 1~ as soon as possible 

so that the Commissioners may have a clear understanding of their rights and 

powers in the matter when it next comes. before them for their action. 

Yours respectfully, 

(Signeu) H. G. STEBBINS, 

President, D. P. P. 

And whereas, the Counsel to the Corporation has not yet 
given the Commissioners the advice requested as hereinbe
fore mentioned; therefore 

Resolved, That the whole subject of the application of the 
New York Elevated Railway Company, for permission to 
construct its road across the Bat.tery Park, be laid on the table 
until the advice of the Counsel· to the Corporation on the 
questions hereinbefore mentioned is received. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said substitute preambles and resolution, and it was 

determined in the negative, a majority of all the members of the 

Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Aye-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said original resolution, and it was determined in the 
negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 
Aye-Commissioner Martin-I. 
Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 

Commissiuner WILLIAMSON then offered the following pre-

amble and resolutions: 



February 10, 1876.J 619 

Wliereo8, The Board of Oommissioners appointed in accord
ance with the provisions of Chapter 606 of the Laws of 1875, 
have fixed the route along the edge of the Battery Park, which 
route, if-used by the Elevated Railway Oompany would be far 
more detrimental to the Battery Park and disadvantageous to 
its uses than the one designated on the map now before the 
Board, amended as hereinafter stated. 

Re8olved, That the map reported by Mr. Olmsted, the Land
scape Architect, dated" January 7th, 1876," and signed" John 
Bogart, Superintending Engineer," be, and hereby is, amended 
by striking off the Y and the projection for a station near 
Whitehall Street, and that the map as so amended be, and 
hereby is, adopted. 

Resolved, That under the license now granted to the New 
York Elevated Railway Company the said Company be, and 
hereby is, required to construct its railroad on the lines pre
scribed on said map as amended. 

'fhe PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolutions, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 
Commissioner MARTIN then offered the third resolution offered 

by him at the meeting held on January 7th, 1876, amended as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the license as amended be now engrossed 
for execution, and the map as amended be now prepared for 
filing, and the President be, and hereby is, authorized and di
rected to execute the license when so engrossed, and to certify 
the map for filing when prepared as amended, and that it be 
thereupon filed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 

No-Commissioners Stebbins-I. 

The order of business was then l·esumed. 
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Minutes. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 2d, 4th, 5th and 

9th insts. were read and approved. 

Labor Force on Maintenanc(,. 

Commissioner WILLIAM SO"", presented the following statement 

with refei'ence to the amount available for maintenance during 

the year, which was ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

STATEJ'!IEKT GEKERAL J'!IAIKTEKA"",CE. 

Appropriation ............................. . 

Deduct Museums ..................... $30,000 

Gas, say ...................... 25,000 

Amount expended and to be expended for labor and 
material .................................. . 

" labor ... . 
Average expenditure for labor per month ........... . 
Amount expended and to be expended for materials ... 

. Average expenditnre for materials per month ..... ,. 

1875. 1876. 

$187,fjOO 09 

55.000 00 

$246.000 00 $132.500 00 
213,000 00 112,500 00 
17.750 00 9,375 00 
33.000 00 20,000 00 

2,750 00 1,666 66 

1875 1876. 

Actnal expenditure for labor. January............... $15,558 63 $14,110 91 

Estimated expenditure for materials, January ...... ,. 1,866 2iJ 3,620 76 

Balance remaining for construction ... 320,311 86 

The balance remaining on police 0\'01' amount appl'o-

priated, with the rednctions, will be about ........ . 20,000 00 

This added to the amount of labor wonld bring up the 

average available monthly to ........... '" ..... , . 11,000 00 

Commissioner WILLIAlIISON then moved that the Superintend
ent of Parks be directed to discharge one-third of the labor

ing force now employed upon the maintenance of the parks. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said motion be laid 
over until the next meeting of the Board. 

Adopted. 

Rates of pay of Mechanics, &c. 

The PRESIDENT offered the followjllg resolutjoll : 

Resolved, That the following schedule of rates of pay for all 
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employes in the undermentioned capacities, be adopted, to 
take effect from and aHel' January 29th, 1876, being the date of 
the last laborers' pay-roll, namely: 

Mechanical Engineers. . . .. . . .. .. ...................... .. .. $5 00 per day. 
Carpenters. . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . B 00" " 
Painters .. ,.......... ... ..... ..... ........ . . . .... ....... .... 3 00" " 
Blacksmiths.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .. .... 3 00 " 
Skilled Blacksmiths ....................... " . . .. . . .. . .. ... 3 50 " 
Masons. . .................. :.............................. 3 50 " 
Stone Cutters. . .. ... ..................................... 3 50 " 
Plumbers....................................... .......... 3.00" 
Di vision Gardeners. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . .. 2 50 " 
Gardeners .... , ............. , .. .. .. .. .. .... ... .. .. . .. ...... 2 25 " 
Carts ................................................... 3 30 " 

. Dunble Teams.. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ....... 5 00 " 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favO!' 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Museum of Art, Slating. 

The PRESIDENT offel'ed the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the proposal (No. 1)0£ Messrs. George Fischer 
& Brother, fol' the slating of the Museum of Art building, be 
accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract be awarded to 
said George Fischer & Brother, and that the President be, and 
hereby is, authorized to execute same for and on behalf of this 
Department. 

(Minutes, February 9, 1876, p. 607.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said l'esolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
threof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

:Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, to whom was refeued the esti
mates of the Metropolitan Musenm of Art and American 
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Museum of Natural History, for the year 1876, reported and 

recommended that the amount ($30,000) allowed for said 

Musenms be apportioned as follows: 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, .................. $19,721 22 

American Museum of Natural History, .......... 10,100 00 
And that the balance of the fund ($178.78) be retained for 

any special contingency which may arise. 
(Minutes, February 2, 1876, p. 581.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received and 

adopted by the Board. 

Adopted. 

Five Points Park Flagging. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, to whom was referred the com
munication of Messrs. Coudert Brothers, Attorneys for Mr. James 
Brand, asking for a payment to Mr. Brand on account of the 

contract with Mr. J. J. Schillinger, for paving the Five Points 
Park, reported verbally adversely to said application. 

(Minutes, February 5th, 1876, p. 604.) 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said report be received 

and adopted by the Board. 

Adopted. 

Central Park. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 
RC8olved, That it be referred to the Landscape Architect and 

the Superintending Engineer to report upon the advisability of 
making a carriage road and entrance to the Central Park at 
110th Street and Fifth Avenue. 

Adopted. 

Harlem River. 

Commissioner l\LmTIN offered the following resolution: 

Resolvfd, That the subject of the improvcmfmt of the Harlem 
River be referred to the Executive Committee, to investigate 
and report to the Board what action it is proper to take in l'ef-



Ftbrua'ry 10, 1876.J 623 

erence to the measures now before the Congress of the United 
States in respect to that subject. 

Adopted. 

Engineer of Construction. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the President be requested 

and authorized to direct tbe Civil and Topographical Engineer 
to detail a member of his force to the Engineer of Construction 
whenever he may need an assistant. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com

mittee, presented the following two reports: 
The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 

examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 

Affleck, Wm., & Co., hay, oats and corn.Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., '75 •• 

Arnold & Co., cemeut ................ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards, '75. 

Donnegan, Cath. E., bread .......•.... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., '75 .. 

Holden, Hopkins & Stokes, iron ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., '75 ... $62 20 

City Parks Impt. 
F ............ . 13 40 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses .... , ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., '75. . $8 50 

City Parks Impt. 

F.... .. . .... . 12 73 

Maint., &c., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

'75 ....... "'.. 30 03 

$218 HI 

1> 40 

109 55 

7560 

--- 5126 
New York Mutual Gas Light Co., rent .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., '75. . $208 83 

City Parks Impt. 

F.... ........ 625 00 
838 33 
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The World, advertising ............... City Parks Impt. 

F .......... .. 

Mus. Kat. History. 

RECAPITULATION. 

$10 40 

6 40 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 1875. . 13606 74 

City Parks Impl'ovemcnt Fund.. . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . 661 53 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, 1875............ 35 43 

:Museum ~ atural History. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . 6 40 

$16 80 

$1,310 10 

----- $1,310 10 

AlI10lmting in the a:;greg,.te to the sum of thirteen hnndred and ten dollars 

and ten cents. 
(Signed) DAVID 13. IVILLIAMSOX, t A,ltdilin.,! 

.J OSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, f Committee. 

New York, February 4th, 1876, 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Affleck, Wm" & Co., corn and bran .... Maint. and Govmt, 

P. and P., '76 .. , 

Barron, James S., & Co., mat, pails and 

brooms ............... ,' ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

p, and P, '76,. 

City Parks 1mpt. 

$30 50 

Fund......... 3 75 

Byrne & Co., corn and bran Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., '76 .. 

Crissey, Wm. V., & Co., chamois, 

sponges, &c ..••................... Maint, and Govmt. 

P. and P., '76 .. $42 00 

City Parks 1mpt. 

Fund .••..... 8 00 

Mus. Natl. His-

tory ...•...... 80 

$43 76 

34 25 

44 50 

50 80 
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Croes, J. Jas. R., petty expenses ..•.•••• Surveying, laying 

out, &c., 23dand 

24th Wards,&c., 

'76 ........... . 

Douglass, W. P., rent Mus. of Art. " ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., '76 .. 

Gordon, Robt., Actg. Treas., expenses 

Mus. of Art ........................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., '76 .. 

Gold & Stock Telg. Co., rent of line. , .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., '76 .. 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

King, Joseph, keep of horse .......... Surveying, laying 

out, &c., 23d and 

24th Wards, &c., 

'76 ........... . 

Labagh, W.O., salt .•........•. " .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., '76 .. 

McNab & Harlin, Mfg. Co., zinc .•..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .. '76 .. 

Martin, .J. M. C. & Sons, brushes, &c ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., '16 .•. 

City Parks Impt. 

$15 62 

46 88 

$19 61 

Fund......... 303 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas meter .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., '76 .. 

Moffat; David & Co., leather ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., '76 .• 

City Parks Impt. 

$10 89 

Fund......... 570 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., rent ...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund. . . . .. . . . $812 51 

Mairit. and Govmt. 

P. and P. '76.. . 104 16 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas-meter .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P. '76 .. 

$3946 

666 6'1 

510 40 

62 50 

80 00 

12 50 

11 28 

22 64 

92 12 

16 09-

416 6'1 

12 '65 
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Rivin, Fred., mastiff bitch .•• '" ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., "76 .. $19 00 

Stewart & Co., vitrified pipe ............ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . Il4 00 

Smith, Reuben, linoleum, &c ........•.. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . $16 80 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., '76.. I) 60 

22 40 
Vanderbilt Bros., seed ................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., '76.. 18 00 

Vaux, C., superintendence .....••...... Museum of Art. . 375 00 

Watrous & Willson, lumber ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP.,'76 .. $15710 

City Parks Impt. 

F.. . . .... ... . . 127 00 

Wheatley, R. R., hay, oats, &c .... , ..••. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards,'76. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 1876.. $1,815 86 

City Parks Improvement Fund .............•. " ... , . . . . 577 67 

Surveying, laying out, &c., 23d and 24th WardB .... , ... . 

Maintenance, &c., 23 and 24th Wards. . . . ...... " ..... . 

Museum Natural History ............................ . 

Museum of Art .................................... . 

69 46 

42 38 

80 

375 00 

284 10 

42 38 

$2,881 17 

--- $2,881 17 

(Signed) 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, t Auditing 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, \ Oommittee. 

New York, February 8th, 1876. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put tb~ question whether the Board would 
.agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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:a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
-ohue-4. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board adjourned 
.at 12.30 o'clock p. M., to meet on Saturday, the 12th instant, at 
3 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

SecretQ(ry, D. e. P. 



Saturday, Feb. 12, 1876.] . 629 

SATURDAY, l<'EBRUARY 12th, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILliAMSON. 
O'DO~OHUE. 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON, the reading of the 
minutes of the previous meeting of the 10th inst. was dis

pensed with. 

Battery Park-Elevated Railway Co. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON offered the following resolu
tion: 

Resolved, That the Corporation Counsel be instructeo to 
insert a provision in the license granted to the New York 
Elevated Railway Co. to construct its road. across the Battery 
Park, pr.eventing said company allowing any of its engines or 
cars to remain stationary on any portion of its road which is 
over or on any portion of said Park. 

(Minutes, Feb. 10th, 1876, p. 609.) 

Adopted. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the action of the Board, on the 10th inst., in 

adopting the report of Commissioner Williamson upcn the 

..----
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estimates of the Metropolitan Museum of Art and American 
Museum of Natural History be, and hereby is, reconsidered. 

(Minutes, Feby. 10th, 1876, p. 621.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined iIi the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
No--Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Maintenance of the Parks. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a special meeting of the Board be held, on 

Friday, the 18th ins!., at 4 o'clock P. M., for the purpose of 
considering the subject of the maintenance of the parks for the 
year 1876; and that the Landscape Architect and the Super
intendent of Parks be requested to be present and to have all 
necessary information on the subject of the cost, &c., during 
1875, together with such plans as they would recommend for 
1876, so as to keep the expenses within the appropriations. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON, the Board ad
journed at 5.30 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Sec1'elary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAJI', FEBRUARY 16th, 1876. 

REGULAR MEETING-10 O'CLOCK A. lIf. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned without 
transacting any business. 

WM. lRww, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18th, 1876. 

SPECIAL MEETING-4. O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 
" WILLIAMSON. 
" O'DONOHUE. 

The Board met in special session, in pursuance of the reso
lution adopted on the 12th inst., for the purpose of considering 
the subject of the maintenance of the parks for the year 
1876. 

There were present, also, the Landscape Architect and the 
Superintendent of parks. 

(Minutes February 12th, 1876, p. 630.) 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 10th, 12th and 
16th insts., were read and approved. 

Maintenance of the Parks. 

The PRESIDENTtheri stated that the special business appointed 
for this meeting, viz.: the maintenance of the parks during 
1876, was now in order. 

The subject was then discussed at length. 
The PRESIDENT then offered the following preamble and res- . 

olution: 

Whereas, It appears that the laboring force now employed by 
this Department, requires a sum of money in excess of the 
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amount allowed by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, 
for the maintenance of parks and places for the year 1876, 
and that either a reduction of said force or a reduction of the 
pay of those now employed, must immediately be made in 
order to get within the sum specified; it is therefore 

Resolved, That, until further order, the rate of pay for laborers 
hereafter employed by this Department be, and hereby is, 
fixed at one dollar and sixty cents ($1.60) per day. 

The PRESIDE~T put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the negative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
not voting in favor thereof, as f~llows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON then called up and offered the 

following resolution, offered by him on the 10th inst., and then 
laid over, viz: 

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be directed to 
discharge one-third of the laboring force now employed upon 
the maintenance of the park~ 

(Minntes :Feb. 10th, 1876, p. 620.) 
The PRESIDENT then offered the following preamble and 

resolutions as a substitute therefor: 
Whereas, The amount of money allowed by the Board of 

Estimate and Apportionment for the maintenance of the parks 
and places during the year 1876 is insufficient to continue the 
existing force on the present basis of expenditure, and there
fore demands the immediate J eduction of the same, it is 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of the Board that the main
tenance force should be immediately reduced, so as to lessen 
the expenditure by one-third. 

Resolved, That the subject be, and is hereby, referred to the 
Superintendent of Parks to report at the next meeting of the 
Board the best means of accomplishing this object. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON accepted said substitute, preamble 
and resolutions. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said substitute, preamble and resolutions; and it was 
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determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of 
the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That in view of the reduction of the appropria

tions for 1876 for maintenance, the appropriations to the' 
l\luseum of Natural History and the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art be referred to the Executive Committee, to confer with the 
officers of those Societies, to see how great a reduction can be 
made in their estimates. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said resolution be 
amended by striking out the words "the Executive Commit
tee," and substituting therefor "Commissioners Williamson 
and Martin." 

Adopted. 

The resolution as amended was then adopted. 
(Minutes Feb. 12, 1876, p. 629.) 

Lighting the City Parks. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Executive Committee to 
report a statement of facts and their views as to the payment 
by this Department of the bills for lighting the City Parks, 
and that the same be submitted to the Counsel to the Uorpora
tion for his opinion thereon. 

(Minutes, January 8th, 1874, p. 511.) 
Adopted. 

Police Force. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That in order to reduce the expenses of the police, 

the following measures be adopted, and that this reduction be 
made with a view to an application to the Board of Esti'Up,te 
and Apportionment for the transfer of the surplus of the ap
propriation for the police to the general maintenance. 
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1st. That Sergeants Pye, Henry, Lenz and Van Doh len be 
transferred to the ranks, and that four men be selected from 
the force to increase its efficiency and discipline, having in view 
in this selection the character, ability and physical vigor of the 
men. 

2d. That the force on the lower parks, except Madison 
Square, be withdrawn and that arrangements be made to have 
them covered by the Metropolitan police, excApt that one 
keeper be detailed to make visits to all the lower parks, below 
Fifty-ninth street, to examine and report any damage to prop
ertv. 

3d. That it be referred to the Executive Committee to make 
a thorough inspection of the whole police force, in respect to 
their record, character, efficiency and physical vigor, and what 
reduction cun be made in their number. 

(Minutes, Feb. 4, 1876, p. 597.) 
Commissioner WILLIAl\1S0N moved that the three measures 

proposed be referred to the Executive Committee to report 
thflreon, and that the resolution be laid over till the report is 
received. 

Adopted. 

By unanimous consent of the Commissioners, the Board pro
ceeded with the consideration of the following business: 

The following communications were then presented and read: 

Museum of Art. 

From' Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, submitting plans and 

specifications for the following three works, in connection with 

the blasting ont of the rock underneath the main hall of the 
Museum of Art building and the construction of windows so as 
to light the basement room to be constructed there, as hereto

fore directed, viz. : 1. Excavating and blasting; 2. Mason and 

stoI).e-cutters work, and 3. Iron work; and estimating the cost 

of all at $29,500. 
Also from Messrs. John Taylor Johnston, Richard M. Hunt 

and Theodore Weston, the Executive Committee of the trustees 

of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, stating that they had ex

amined and approved said plans. 
(Minutes, Jan. 7, 1876, p. 505.) 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said communications be received 
and filed, the several plans and specifications approved, and 

the Secretary directed to prepare, and insert the neqessary ad
vertisements for proposals. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof,as follows: . 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Dock at Leggett's Creek and Approach thereto. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting upon 
the application of the Department of Docks, requesting that 
this Department would have the approach to a small dock at 
Leggett's Creek cleared from obstructions, as follows: 

That the road from Hunts Point Road to Leggett's Creek was 
laid out in 1737, three roads (4\J~ feet) wide. 

That this road having been encroached upon, was relaid and 
established by the Commissioners of Highways of Westches
ter in 1823. 

That the Trustees of Westchester leased the dock and road 
for 21 years in 1836, reserving the right to re-enter upon it at 
any time. 

That the conveyances of adjoining property, from 1803 to 
the present time, recognize the existence of said road as a 
publtc highwav. ' 

That the conveyances of property on the eastern ~ide of the 
road gi\'e, as nearly as can be ascertained, the same bounda
ries from 1808 to 18li4. 

In the latter year, Lewis B. Brown conveyed the property to 
R. N. Kitching, and also conveyed a strip 15 to 17 feet wide 
in the road, for which, so far as search has extended, he had no 
title. 

That at some time since the 1st of December, 1871, the then 
owner of the land on the south and east of the road, 
placed a fence and gato across the entire road, at the northern 



638 [Friday, 

end of tIle strip above mentioned, shutting oft' the road south 
of that point. 

That the fence is now standing and the gate kept closed atld 
fastened.by wire wrapped around the posts. 

(Minutes, February 2d, 1876, p. 578.) 
The PRESIDENT stated that he had given directions to have 

the owners of the adjoining property notified to remove the 
fence and gate from said road 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said report be re
ceived and th", action of the PRESIDENT approved. 

Adopted. 

138th Street. 

From the Engineer and Surveyor of Street. Openings and Im
provements, stating that 138th Street,east Ot Locust Avenue, 
is not definitely laid out on the map of the streets of Morris
ania, and that he therefore cannot prepare the map and de
scription for the purpose of acquiring the title thereto. 

(Minutes, Oct. ~n, 1875, p. 354.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 
to the Civil and Topographical Engineer, with instructions to 
prepare and submit to the Board maps and profiles of said 
portion of 138th Street, to be filed in accordance with the 
law. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Natural Hi3tory. 

From Mr. F. W. LAWRENCE, the Contractor for laying the 
artificial stone and tile work of the Museum of Natural His-
tory building, stating that he does not propose to use or in
fringe Mr. Schillinger's patent in any way. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, Februar:r 2d, 1876, p. 5~2.) 

Marion Avenue . 

. ¥ro~ l\lr, A. B. TAPPEN and other owners of property on the 
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line of Marion Avenue, asking that they be permitted to lay 
the sidewalk and flagging on said avenue at their own ex
penses, for the purpose of carrying out the directions of the 
ordinance to that effect, and stipulating to pay such proper 
expenses as have been or may be incurred for surveying, &c. 

(Minutes, December 15th, 1875, p. 476.) 

Referred to the Engineer of Construction to report upon. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee presented the following three reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
.examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Coffin, Paul C., iron cowls ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P., 

''15 .......... .. 

Irwin, Wm., petty expense9~. . .....•. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P., 

''15 .......... .. 

Keuffel & Esser, drawing materials .•.•. Surveying, Laying 

out, etc., 23d & 

24th Wards, ''15 

McDermott, John, meat, Dec ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P., 

'75 ........•. _ 

Stackpole & Co., instruments .......... Surveying, Laying 

out, etc., 23d & 

24t~ Wards, '75, 

$'1 50 

12 '14 

9 40 

282 20 

516 00 

$77'1 84 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places.. . . . . . $252 44 

Surveying, Laying out, &c., 23d & 24th Wards, etc .... , . 525 40 

$777 84 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of seven hundred and seventy.seven 

dollars and eighty.four cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, February 14,1876. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, I Auditirlf/ 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, f Oomm'lftee. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the f)ame 
to the Board for approval: 

Caldwell, Weston & Co .. coal. ......... Maint. and GoYmt. 

Parks and P., '76 

Sury'g, laying out 

23d and 24th 
Wards, etc., '76 

Cartwright, W m., fish and vegetables, J an.Maint. and G ovmt. 

Parks and P., '76 
Crimmins, Jno. D. & Thos. R, building 

stone, ............................ City Parks Impt. 

Tunel ........ .. 

Crimmins, Jno. D. & Thos. E., building 

-and Eand stone ................ ' •• City r rks Impt. 

Fe.;:J •••..... " 

Don'egan, Cath. E., bread ............. Maint. rn·l Govmt. 

Parks and r., '76 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas ........... Maint. and Goymt. 

Parks and P., '76 

Irwin, Wm., Sec'y, petty expenses ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Par ks and P., '76 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Surv'g, laying out 

23d and 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

$38 50 

50 00 
$88 50 

253 92 

530 00 

390 00 ' 

102 55 

74 10 

$27 86 

46 60 

25 

12 t9 
87 10 
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Johnston, I. 0 .. flags ................... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P., "76 

Murphy & Nesbit, bricks· ............. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Murphy & Nesbit," ........••.. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

McDermott, John, Meat, Jan'y ........ Maint: and Govmt. 

Parks and P., "76 

Norris & Williams, labor and mtls .... Maint. and Govmt, 

Parks and P., '76 

Slatte;y, James, building stone ........ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......•.. 

United Farmers' Milk Co., milk, Jan'y .. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P., '76 

Walmsley, Robt. G., inverts .......•... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .•....•.. 

Watrous & Willson, lumber .......•... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......•. 

Weston, Walter, coal ....... ~ ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks andP" '76 

Surv'g, laying out, 

etc;, 23d and 
24th Wards, 

etc .....••••••. 

$36 00 

102 00 

45 00 

230 00 

8 45 

176 00 

22 32 

52 .44 

190 20 

851 84 

261 60 
--- 1,11344 

Wetmore, & Co., iron .........•...... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P., '76 

Worrull & Co., saws ..•.......... ; .... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 1876 .. $1,655 23 

City Parks Improvement Fund ........................ . 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, 1876 .... . 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards, 1876 ............... .. 

1,538 46 

311 85 

1.2 39 

9 69 

5 72 

$3.517 93 

$3,517 93 

Amountin~ in the aggregate to the sum of thirty.five hundred and seventeen 

dollars and ninety.three cents. 
(Signed) 

New York, February 15, 1876. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON,} Auditing 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, Committee. 
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The Auditing Committefl beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval : 
Christern, F. W., subs. to builder, &c .... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . $15 00 

Counting House Monitor Busbs., 1876 .... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parhs and P, '76 .. 6 00 

Bouker, John A .. gravel. ............. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ 7,890 04 

Parry, Thomas, labor and materials ..••. City Parks Impt. 
Fund ____ ... __ 2,532 50 

Rollins, True Worthy, labor and ma-

terials .......................... , .. City Parks Irnpt. 

Fund ........ , 2,442 50 

Rollins, True Worthy, labor and ma-

terials ............................. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 412 50 

/" Rollins, True Worthy, labor and rna-

/ terials ..•.......•. "' ................ Mus. Nat. His-

tory ......... . 3,000 00 

Valentine &; Briggs, rent at Fordham .... Maint. 23d &; 24th 

Wards ....... . 40 00 

$16,338 54 

RECAPITULATION. 

City Parks Improvement Fund ..........•••.. , .. . . .. . $13,292 54 

American Mnseum Natural History ............ :...... 3,00U 00. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . . . . . . 6 00 

Maintenance, &c., 23d &; 24th IV ards.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 00 

----$16,338 54 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of sixteen thousand three hundred 

and thirty-eight dollars and fifty-four cents. 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON,} Auditing 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, Oommitlee. 

New York, February 18, 1876. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 



Febuar.y 18, 1876.] 643 

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PR]!;SIDENT put the qnestion whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks, in aCC01tnt with 

David B. Williamson, Treasurer. 

18'76. CR. 

Feb. 2. By balauce .....•.......•.... : ............ . $1,726 56 

Feb. 2} 
to "cash received from rents, licenses, &c ..... . 

Feb. 16. 
348 41 

$2,074 97 

DR. 

Feb. 2} 
to To cash paid into City Treasury ......... , ... . 

Feb. 16. 
$354 62 

Feb. 16. "balance .•......... " ...••..........••.. 1,720 35 
--- $2,074 97 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

Wednesday, February 16, 18713. 
9.30 P. M. 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

Balance in Treasurer's hands. 

Commissioner WIllIAMSON presented a report, with ~ recom
mendation, in relation to the disposition of the unexpended 
ba.lance in the hands of the Treasurer of the fund paid to this 
Department by the Comptroller of the city, in pursuance of the 

provisions of chapter 651 of the Laws of 1874. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said report be referred to the 

Counsel to the Corporation for his opinion thereon, and that 
the whole subject be laid on the tahle until the receipt of said 
opinion. 

(Minutes, January 20th, 1875, p. 468.) 

Adopted. 

J. Bogart, Superintending Engineer. 

J. W. Maclay, Prin. Asst. to C. and T. Engineer. 

The PRESIDENT and Commissioner MARTIN, to whom was re
ferred the subject of the position and salary of Mr. John 

Bogart, Superintending Engineer, and Mr. I. W. Maclay, 

Principal Assistant to the Civil and Topographical Engineer, 

verbally reported, and recommended that both Mr. Bogart 
and Mr. Maclay be retained in their present positions, but that 

thbir pay be discontinued from and after February 1st, 1876. 
They then presented two' communications from Mr. Maclay, 

accepting the arrangement recommended. 
(Minutes, February 5th, 1876, p. 604.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said repor~ be 

received and adopted by the Board, and that said communica
tions be placed on file. 

Adopted. 

Commissioner MARTIN further reported and recommended 

that both of them be relieved from further duty, on the ground 
that if they performed the duties of their office they would be 
entitled to compensation therefor and to recover, not a fixed 
salary, but what their services were worth. 

Laid on the table. 

Battery.Park-Elevated Railway. 

The PRESIDE~T then presented to the Board duplicate copies 
of the license fTom this Department to the New York Ele,:ated 

Railway Co., prepared by the Counsel to the Corporation, as 
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amended by the directions of the Board on the 10th inst; and 

also duplicate maps of the route prepared, as amended by the 
Board on said 10th inst. 

(Minutes, February 10th, 1876, p. 609.) 

Commissioner MARTIN thereupon offered the following reso

lution: 

Resolved, That the license between this Department and the 
New York Elevated Railway Co., dated the 10th day of Feb
ruary, 1876, as prepared and recommended by the Counsel to 
the Corporation, be approved; that the maps of the route of 
said railway across the Battery Park, dated January 7th, 1876, 
prepared pursuant to the resolutiou of the 10th inst., be also 
approved, and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized 
and directed to execute the license and to certify the map, and \ 
that the map be thereupon filed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-L 
Commissioner MARTIN then moved that said license and map 

be printed as a document of the Board. 

(See Document No. 69.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue,-4. 
Mrs. Foster. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON stated that Mrs. Foster is a ten:
ant on· Riverside Park; that the construction of 110th street 

has rendered access to her house by a carriage impossible; 

and that the carriage entrance can be repaired at an expense 

of about $10 or $15. 
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He then moved that on Mrs. Foster repairing said carriage 

entrance, she be allowed out of her next payment of rent the 

cost thereof, not exceeding $15. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Thomas Booth. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the pay allowed to Thomas 

Booth, a cadman employed for the purpose of conveying 

orders, supplies, &c., for the Department, be fixed at $4 per 

day from and after the 12th inst., that being the date of the las1 

pay-roll. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

On motion of Commissioner O'Donohue, the Board ad
joured at 7 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCD 1st, 1876. 

REGULAR MEETING.-I0 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 18th February, 
1876, were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Ordinance as to Non-residents. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council forwarding a copy 
of the following ordinance: 
AN ORDINANCE to prevent non-residents from holding office in any of the Depart

ments or branches of the government of the City of New York. 
The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of New York do ordain as 

follows: 
Section 1. No person who is not a citizen of the State of New York, and a resi

dent of the city and county of New York, shall be eligible to appointment to any 
<'ffice in any or either of the departments of the city government, either as presi
dent or commissioner, chief of bureau, clerk or officer thereof, or employee therein, 
whether legislative, executive, or judicial; nor Hhall any person not a resident 
of this city, who may be so employed or appointed, haye any valid claim against 
the Mayor, Aldermen or Commonalty of said city, for any salary, wages or com
pensation under or by virtue of holding any office in either of such departments or 
branches of the city government. 

Sec. 2. Any person holding any appointment or office, or employed in any gf 
such departILents or branches of the city goYernment, except teachers of common 
schools, who shall, while holding such appointment or office, or so employed, 
remove from within the limits of this city, shall be deemed thereby to have re
signed such appointment. vacated such office, or abandoned employment, and it 
shall be the duty of the head of every department or c;>ther person authorized to 
make appointments or give employment, to appoint or employ a resident of this 
city to the office made vacant, or employment so surrendered, by said removal 
from this city, as provided in section 1 of this ordinance. 
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Sec. 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent or conflicting with the 
provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 4. This ordir.ance shall take effect on the first day of May, 1876. 
Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, January 27th, 1876. 
Received from his Honor the Mayor, February 11th, 1876, withont his approval 

or objections thereto; therefore. as provided in section 11, chapter 335, Laws 
of 1873, the same became adopted. 

Filed. 

Verification of consent'of securities on proposals. 

From the Clerk of the Common Couneil, forwarding a copy 

of the following ordinanee : 

An ordinance to amend section 21 of article 2 of chaptor 7 of the Revised 
Ordinances. 

The Mayor, Aldermen and Cummonalty of the city uf New York, in Common 
Conncil convened, do ordain as follows: 

Section 21 of article 2 of chapter 7 of the Revised Ordinances is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows: 

§ 21. The consent mentioned in the last section shall be a ceompanied by the 
oath or affirmation. in ,vriting, of each of the persons signing the same, that he is 
a house\lOlder or freeholder in the city of New York, and is worth the amount of 
the security reqnired for the completion of the contract, and stated in the pl'O
posals, as prescribed by section 17 "f this ehapter, over and above all his d,·bts of 
every nature, and over und above his liabilities as bail, suret,·, or othcrwis(', and 
that he has offered himself as a surety in good faith, and with an intention to 
execute the bond reqnire,j by s('ction 27 of this chaptl'r, if the contract shull be 
awarded to the person or persons for whom he consents to become surety. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, Febrnary 10, 1876. 

Approved by the Mayor, February 15, 1876. 

Filed. 

Laborers' Pay.roll. 

From the Comptroller of the city, stating that certain em
ployes, whom he speeifies, are placed on the laborers' pay-roll 
for the two weeks ending January 2\), 1876. That dnring 1875 

these employes were paid on the pay-roll of the officers and 

clerks, whQ are now paid out of the appropriation for 
., Salaries," and stating that he sees no reason why the ser

vices of these certain employes should be paid out of any 

other fund than that for" Salaries." 

The PRESIDENT then read a letter which he had prepared, in 

answer to the Comptroller, pointing out that said employes 
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came clearly within the list of "Mechanics, Gardeners and 
Laborers and their Foremen," which, by the terms of the ap
propri~tion, are not payable out of the fund for" Salaries," 

with possibly 0!le exception, viz., that of " A. Krause, draughts
man." 

Oommissioner MARTIN moved that said communication be 
filed, that the reply of the President be approved and that it be 
transmitted to the Comptroller, with the i'equest that he will 
inform this Dep~rtmcnt definitely in writing whether he refuses 
to pay said employes or not. 

Adopted. 

Maintenance of Parks. 

From the Superintendent of the Parks reporting upon the 
best method of reducing the expenses of. maintaining the parks 
during the year. 

(Minutes, February 18th, 1875, p. 633.) 

Laid over for further consideration at the next meeting of 
the Board. 

Supt's Report. 

From the SuperiI,ltendent of Parks reporting upon the work 
done by the·force under his charge during the eight weeks 
ending Saturday January 29th, 1876. 

(Minutes, January 13, 1876, p. 518.) 
Filed. 

Washington Square. 

From the Superintendent of Parks reporting that the roadway 
through Washington Square has become entirely out of repair, 
and is almost impassible; and estimating the cost of paving it 
with Belgian pavement at $25,000. and of macadamizing it at 

$12,000. 

Laid on the table. 



650 [ Wednesday, 

Museum of Natural History building. 

From Mr. T. W. Rollins, contractor for the iron wo~k for the 
construction of the :ffIuseum of Nat-ural History, asking for a 

payment on account of his final estimate. 
Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting that Mr. 

Rollins, has completed his contract, with the exception of 
about $4,000 worth of work and materials, which he cannot 

finish, until the contractor for the heatin!S, &c.,has far advanced 

with his work; that the entire .payment ciue to Mr: Rollins 
on the completion of his contract is $28,000, and that the 

Department will be entirely safe in paying him $18,000 on 
account. 

Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following resolu
tions: 

Resolved, That thE! 8uperintending Architect be directed to 
prepare and submit to the Auditing Committee an estimate to 
the amount of $18,000 on account of the finrtl payment to be
come due on the contract of Mr. 'r. W. Rollins for the iron work 
of the Museum of Natural History building. 

Resolved, That in all contracts hereafter prepared, a clause 
be inserted to the effect that the contractor shall give a release 
to the City and this Department, at the time of each payment, 
of all claims for extra work or damages beyond the amount 
specified in the -contract. 

Resolved, 'l'hat the Secretary prepare and att~ch to all esti
mates on account of contracts, before same are presented for 
audit, a release, such as is mentioned in the last preceding 
resolution, and that no estimates be certified for payment by 
the Finance Department, ex~ept upon condition of the con
tractor signing said release. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-'-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Marion A venue. 

From the Engineer of Construction, reporing upon the appli-
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cation of Mr. A. B. Tappen and others, property owners, for 
per~ission to lay the sidewalk and flagging on Marion Avenue, 
and recommending that permission be given on the condition 
of said property owners depositing $61.57 with the Department 
to pay the Surveyor's fees, and that the work be ex.ecuted in 
accordance with the specifications heretofore prepared there
for by this Department, and be completed on or before May 
1st, 1876. 

(Minutes, February 18, 1876, p. 638.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received, 
and that permission· be given to the owners of property along 
Marion A venue, from Kingsbridge Road to Ridge Street, to 
flag the sidewalks on said portion of said avenue, at their own 
expense, aud upon tile conditions recommended by the En
gineer of Construction. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined' in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-i}. 

Engineer of Construction. 

From the Engineer of Construction, reporting upon what 
work Mr. R. L. Cooke, Division Engineer, is employed in his 
office. 

Filed. 

Matthew Cox. 

From Mr. Matthew Cox, Rodman, resigning his position in 
the Department. 

Accepted. 

Eighth Avenue Wall. 

From the Wilson & Hughes Stone Co., asking that permis-
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sion be given to them to finish the building of the ~ighth 
Avenue wall, under the terms of their present contract. 

(Minutes, September 8, 1875, p. 267.) 
Laid on the table. 

Frederick Weeks. 

From Mr. Martin Zborowski, Mr. Wm. H. Morris and 
others, recommending Mr. Frederick vVeeks for the position of 
foreman, in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

Laid on the table. 

Plans,Streets, &c., for 24th Ward. 

From Mr. Michael Dunne, and a number of other residents 
and taxpayers of the Twenty-fourth Ward, petitioning that the 
plans for the improvements of the Twenty-fourth Ward be 
put in execution immediately. 

Referred to the Executive Committee. 

J. A. Schoonmaker. 

Mortimer A. Fariel. 

From J. A. Schoonmaker and Mortimer A. Fariel applying 
to be appointed on the police force. 

IJaid on the table. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the Minutes: 

Department of Public Parks, in account with 

David B. Williamson, 'Treasurer. 

1876. CR. 

Feb. 16. By balance ................................ $1,720 35 

Feb. 16,} 
to " cash received from rents. . .............. . 

March 1. 
28 00 

$1,748 35 
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1876. DR. 

Feb. 16} 
to To cash paid into City Treasury ........... _ .. $31 09 

March 1. -

March 2. "balance. .....•....... .................. 1,717 2~ 

(Signed) 

New York, Wednesday, March 1, 1876, 

9.30 A. M. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

Quarterly Report. 

The PRESIDENT presented the report of the transactions of 

the Department for the three months ending De.cember 31, 
1875, and moved that same be approved and transmitted to his 
Hon. the Mayor. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the Board adjourned
at 11.45 o'clo<;lk A.. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 3d inst., at 
3.HO o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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FRIDAY, "MARCH 3d, 1876. 

ADJOURNED lYIEETING-3:30 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS, President. 

MARTIN. 
WILLIAMSON. 

O'DONOHUE. 
On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 

the previous meeting of the 1st inst. was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

TOUlpkins Square. 

From the clerk to the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following preamble and resolution, with relation to 
Tompkins Square, viz.: 

lVhereas, The present condition of Tompkine Square is a diHgrace and a re
proach to any civilized government. Instead of affording a promenade for our 
citizens or a play-e;l'ound for the children resident in the vicinity of the square 
(and it is located in the centre of one of the most populous and densely crowded 
sections of the city), it has been a nuisance to the neighborhood for years past, 
and it is now positively dangerous to walk in or across it, as the surface is broken 
up by excavations in some places from ten to thirty feet deep, and in mounds and 
hillocks in others from twenty to fifty feet high, and rendering the square useless 
for public purposes; be it therefore . 

Resolved; That the attention of the Commissioners of Public Parks be, and is 
hereby, respectfully called to the present outrageous co~diti.9.1.1 of Tompkins Square; 
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and the said Department is also hereby respectfully requested, at the earliest 
practicable period, to improve the surface of the square, so that it can be used, as 
was originally intended, for park purposes, and that the amouut authorized by the 
Legislature to be expended in such restoration be immediately applied to the 
uses for which such appropriation was made. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen February 24, 1876. 
Approved by the Mayor March 2, 1876, 

Referred to the Landscape Architect to report plans and 
specifications for the work. 

Transverse Road, No.3. 

From the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works, 
requesting permission to lay a 12.-inch Croton water pipe 
through Transverse Road No.3. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had given the permission 

asked, on condition that the Department of Public Works re
stores the road to as good a condition as it is in at present, and 
moved that his action be approved. 

Adopted. 

W. H. Florence, Keeper of Central Bridge. 

From ,he Superintendent of Parks, stating that Mr. W. H. 
Florence, Keeper of Central Bridge, has had the care of a 
hotel in Jersey since the first of January, and that the bridge 
is attended by a man hired by ~lr. Florence. He asks in
structions as to whether he shall certify Mr. Florence's bill for 

services. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. W. H. :Florence be paid for 
his services as keeper of Central Bridge up to this date, on the 

Superintendent of Parks certifying that he has performed 

his work satisfactorily. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martip, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 
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The PRESIDENT theh mbved that the services of Mr. W. It. 
Florence as keeper of Central Bridge be, and hereby are, 
discontinued from and after this date. 

(Minutes, October 2d, 1872, p. 518.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in tbe affirmative, a 

majority of all the mem bel's of the Board voting in favor thereof, 
as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioner Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Commissioner MARTIN then moved that the Superintendent 
be directed to take charge of said Central Bridge until further 
order, and tll detail two men for that purpose. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, 
as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

F. L. Underhill. 

From Mr. F. L. Underhill, applying for the position of 
rodman on the corps Civil and Topographical Engineers, made 
vacant by the resignation of Mr. Matthew Cox. 

(Minutes, March 1st, 1876, p. 651.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that Mr. F. L. Underhill 

be appointed a rodman in the place of Mr. Matthew Cox, 
resigned. 

The PRESIDENT p~t the question whether the- Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 



658 [Friday, 

Employment of idle workers. 

From Mr. W. A. A. Carsey and othel's, from the trade and 

labor organizations of the city, asking for an interview with the 

Board, for the purpose of obtaining employment for the idle 
workers of the city. 

Laid on the table. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, chairman of the Auditing COnl
mittee presented the following three reports. 

The Auditing Committee beg' leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Caldwell, Weston & Co., coal. .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875 .. 

Gilbert, E.W., rent of jackscrews .... , .R. R. Bridges, 

Reps., etc .. 18'15. 

Hillman, Caleb, monuments ............ Burv., laying out, 

etc., 23d & 24th 

'Yards, '75 ..... 

JacKson, Jas. L., punch boxes .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875 .. 

Keuffel & Esser, engineers' 8upplies ..... Burv., laying out, 

etc., 23d & 24th 

Warda, etc., 1875 

Mallory & Co., sash cord .............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875 .. 

Providence Tool Co., bridge matls .... , .H. R. Bridg'es, 

Reps., etc., 1875 

814 00 

402 00 

112 00 

41 40 

120 84 

47 10 

626 82 

$1,364 16 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places. 1875. . . . . . $102 50 

Harlem River Bridges, repairs, improvement and mainten-

ance, 1875.............. ..... .... .... .... .... .... . 1,028 82 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc.... . . . 232 84 

-- $1,36416 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirteen hundred and sixty. four 

dollars and sixteen cents. 

(Signed) 
DAVID B. W~LLIAl1S0N'} Auditing 
JOSEPH J. 0 DOKOHUE, Committe6. 
H. G. STEBBIXS, 

New York, February 29, 1876. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Aftleck, Wm., & Co., hay, oats, &c ..... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P.; .... 

Byrne & Co., hay, oats, &c ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

Central Gas Light Co., gas ............. H. R. Bridges, 

Reps., &c ..... 

,/' Daniels & Co., veneers ............... Mus. Nat. History 

Gilbert, E. W., rent of jackscrews ..... , .H. R. Bridges, 

Reps., &c ..... 

Leverett, Josiah, S., & Co., rubber cloth .. Maint. and Govm. 

P. and P ...... 

McDermott, John, meat ............. , .Maint. and Govmt, 

P. and P., .... 

McNab & Harlin M'fg. Co., plumbing 

materials ........................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas .....••.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. sndP ....... 

$13 4.0 

$380 71 

768 88 

60 00 

2000 

69 00 

3 09 

71 55 

21 28 

563 00 
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Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas ........ lIiaint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Merchant. S. L., & Co., cement .... , .... ]\[aint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... , 

New York Gns Light Co., gas ......... Maint. [llld Govn,t. 

P. and P ...... . 

Rnhe, LOllis, food for birds ............. 1\Iaint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .....• 

Wilson &; Hughps Stone Co .. labor and 

materials ....................... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parl;s and rJaCeS. . . .. . .. $2,i45 88 

City Parks Improvement Fund......................... 9,938 10 

Harlem River Bridges-Repairs, Improvement and Main-

tenauce ........................................ , .. 

Mnseum of Natural History. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. 20 00 

~413 00 

36 50 

479 75 

16 00 , 

9,930 22 

$12,832 98 

---1il12,832 98 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twelve thousand eight hundred and 

thirty-two dollars and ninety-eight cents. 

(Signed) DAVID B. VVILLIAMSON, t AuditiniJ 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, f Committee. 

New York, February 29, 1876. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Burhans & Brainard, curb-stone ......... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

J. James R. Croes, petty expenses ....... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d & 

24th Wards, etc. 

Habirshaw, Fredk., oil ................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

City Parks Impt. 

$5 04 

Fund......... 273 

$501 85 

60 36 
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Habirshaw, Fredk., oil. ............... Mus. Natl. His-

tory ......... . $1 05 

H. R. Bridges, 

Reps., Impts., &c. 84 

Gold & Stock Telegraph Co., reut of line ... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .. _ ...... $46 88 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and P ...... . 15 62 

Hazard Powder Co., powder ............ City Parks Impt. 

Fund.. .. . ... $371 25 

Museum of Art... 41 25 

Keuffel &; Esser, repairs to inst., &c, ..... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . $13 00 

H. R. Bridges, 

Reps., Impts , &c. 8 ~2 

King, Joseph, keep of horse, Feby ...... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d & 

24th Wards, etc. 

Mallory & C~., nails and steel. . . . .. . .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Merrill, F. A.,frt. and chgs. on sheep ... Maint. and Govnit. 

P. and P ..... . 

·Quackenbush, Townsend & Co., pails ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

Stewart & Co., vitrified pipe ........... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .....•... 

Watrous & Willson, lumber ............ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Walsh, Coult~r & Flagler, hardware .... ~!aint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 
Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d & 

$19 56 

24th Wards, etc. 50 

Wheatley, R. R., hay, oates and straw ... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

$9 66 

62 50 

412 50 

21 ~2 

30 00 

30 63 

100 00 

36 00 

14 00 

63 00 

20 06 

43 O~ 

$1,405 35 
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RECAPITULATION. 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. $1,012 71 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ...... . 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc .... .. 

Harlem River Bridges, repairs, improvements &; maintenance 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards ..•............... 

Museum of Art ..................................... , 

Museum of Natural History ........... ", .............. . 

206 85 

90 86 

9 56 

43 07 

41 25 

1 05 

[Friday, 

---- $1,405 35 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fOUl't€cn hun tired and five dollars 

anu thirty-five cents. 
(Signed) 

New York, March 3rd, 1876. 

Ih nD B. WILLIA~lS0N, t Auditing 
JOSEI'll J. O'DoNoHUE, l Committee. 

The PRESIDENT nlOyed that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, William~on, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Dump Tickets. 

Oommissioner WILLIAMSON, Ohairman of the Auditing Oom

mittee, to which Oommitt.ee was referred the communication 
and bill of the Police Department for "Dump Tickets," ver

bally reported, and recommended that the Police Department 

be notified that this Department has no appropriation out of 

which it can now pay for said tickets, as they were delivered 
in 1874 and 1875, and that it is the opinion of the Oommis

sioners of this Department that said dump tickets should be 

furnished free. 

(Minutes, Feb. 2, 1876, p. 576.) 



March 3, 1876.] 663 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted, an 
adopted by the' Board. 

Adopted. 

Sale of Old Iron, &c, 

The TREASURER reported that he had received the account 
of sales of the late auction of old iron, &c., from the auc
tioneer, with his check for the net proceeds, as follows: 

Amount of Sales. , , . , , , , ..... , ... , . , . , .. , ...... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $219 89 

Fees, 5Y, ..................... '.' ................ , , , , , , .' $10 99 

Advertising ....••.. , ........................... '. . . • . . . 22 40 33 39 

Net Proceeds .. ' ......................................... . $189 50. 

And he moved that he be authorized to accept' said account 
of sales. 

(Minutes, Feb. 2, 1876, p. 579.) 
Adopted. 

Maintenance of the Parks. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the communica.tion of the Superin
tendent of Parks, upon the reduction of the expenses of main
taining the Parks during the year, and which was presented at 
the last meeting, be now taken up. 

(Minutes, March 1, 1876, p. 649.) 
Adopted. 
The subject was then discussed at length, during which the 

PRESIDENT presented a communication from the Director of the 
Menagerie, stating that the owners of all animals now on exhi
bition in the Menagerie agree to furnish the food for such 
animals, and also recommending certain reductions to be made 
in the pay of the keepers in the Menagerie. 

The, PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the keepers in the Menagerie he. divided as 

follows, viz. : five skilled keepers and seven keepers; that the 
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pay of skilled keepers be fixed at $14 per week, and that of 
keepers at $12 per week. . 

Oommissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution as a 

substitute therefor: 

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be directed to 
discharge four of the men now employed as keepers in the 
Menagerie. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said substitute resolution, and it was determined in the 

affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor theieof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That all animals, birds, &c., &c., placed on exhibi
tion in the Menagerie, be only taken on the condition that the 
owners supply all food required for them; that the owners of 
all animals, birds, &c., &c., now on exhibition in the Menagerie 
be notified that they arc required to provide all food ne~essary 
for them for the future; and that hereafter no food be supplied 
at the Expense of this Department to any animal, bird, &c., &c., 
which is not the property of the Department. 

Adopted. 

Oommissioner WILLIAMSON then offered the following resolu
tion: 

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be, and hereby 
is, directfd to carry out, as soon as possible, the following rec
ommendations made in his report on the reduction of the ex
pense::; of the maintenance of the pal'ks, yiz. : 

To discharge the following number of laborers, &c.: 34 
laborers, 5 horses and carts, 3 carpenters, 2 blacksmiths, 2 
blacksmiths' helpers and 2 gardeners; and to reduce the pay 
of 9 skilled laborers from $2.24 per day to $2 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson,O'Don

ohue-4:. 
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Laborers in the 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT moved that five laborers, required by the 
Superintendent of the 23d and 24th· W'ards be appointed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the nega

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in 

favCU' thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 

Noes-Commissioner Martin,O'Donohue-2. 

Mr. E. C. Morrison, Superintendent 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following resolution: 

ReFJolved, That it be referred to Commissioners Williamson 
and Martin to investigate, ascertain and report whether Mr. E. 
C. Morrison, Superintendent of the 23cl and 24th Wards, has 
been engaged in obtaining signatures to a petition in favor of 
the passage of a bill now before the Legislature to reduce the 
number of the commissioners of this Department. 

Adopted. , 
Lumber for Boat House . . 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON stated that the Superintendent of 
Parks had made a requisition dated February 24th, 1876, for 

lumber required in the construction of the boat-house, the cost 

of which will exceed $1,000, and moved that the Secretary be 

directed to prepare and insert advertisements for proposals to 

deliver same. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don~

hue-4. 
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Pay of Laborers, &c. 

Commissioner WILLIAMS<?N offered the following resolution: 

Re8olved, That from and after the 12th day of February, 1876, 
the undermentioned employes be paid upon the laborers' fOlt
nightly pay-roll, and that their time be charged to Construction 
and MaintenancE:', according as they have been employed, 
namely: 

W. L. Fisher, superintending gardener. 

Henry Carpenter, messenger. 

John McLaughlin. 

John Beckett, 

John Watkins, janitor. 

(Minutes, January 31, 1876, p. 564.) 

The PRESID:;]:NT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono
hue-4. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: .. 

Re8olved, That from and after the 12th nay of February, 
1876, the under-mentioned ~mployes be paid upon the laborers' 
fortnightly pay-roll, and that their time be charged to Construc
tion and Maintenance, according as they have been employed, 
namely: 

A. M. Whittemore, messenger. 

F. A. C. Hecker, 

A. Krause, draughtsman. 

(Minutes, January 31, 1876, p. 565.) 

ThePRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

,Aye8-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

No-Commissioner Williamson-I. 
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Third Avenue Paving. 

The PRESIDENT then presented a communication from Mr. 
Wm. n. Grant, late Engineer in ch~rge of the work of paving 
Third Avenue in the Twenty-third Ward, upon the condition 

and manner of the execution of said work. 

(Minutes, January 7th, 1876, p. 503.) 

Commi:,;sioner MARTIN then asked the President under what 
circumstances said communication was made, and whether he 
(the President) had addressed a letter to Mr. Grant asking him 

to make such a communication. 
The PRESIDENT stated that he had requested Mr. Grant, by 

letter, to make the communication, in order to ascertain all the 
facts in relation to said work, and that said letter is set out in 

full in Mr. Grant's communication. 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON then moved that the Board do 

now adjourn. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the nega
tive, a majorit.y of all the members of the Board not voting in 
favor thereof, 'as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2 . 

. Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Commissioner MARTIN then aE'ked the President whether he 
had requested Mr. Grant to make said communication by 
direction or authority of the Board. 

The PRESIDENT answered that no resolution of the Board 
had directed him to obtain a report from Mr. Grant on said 
subject, but that in the discharge of his duties as President, 
and in the exercise of his rights as a Commissioner, in the 
public i.nterest, and in the interest of the Department, he had 
requested Mr. Grant to give him all the facts relating to the 
contract with Mr. J. B. Devlin for paving Third Avenue in the 
newly annexed district, about which much doubt exists, and in 
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relation to which charges have been made of the non-compliance 
with the specifications. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUl~ then moved that the whole sub
ject be laid on the table. 

Adopted. 

On mot:on of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board ad
journed at 6.30 o'clock P.M. 

W"bL IRWIN, 

Secretary, D.P.P. 
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WEDNESDA Y, MARCD 15th, 1876. 

REGULAR MEETING-10 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

The notice for the meeting having been countermanded, a 
quorum was not present, and the meeting adjourned without 
transacting any business, to meet on Saturday, the 18th inst., 
at 3 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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SATURDAY, MARCil 18th, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-3 O'CLOcK P ••. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 1st, 3d a.na 
15th insts. were read and approved. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON entered the meeting at this point 
and took his seat. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Battery Park Elevated Railroad. 

From the Clerk of the Assembly transmitting a copy of a 
preamble and resolution calling on this Department to furnish 
to the Assembly certain information regarding the granting of 
the license to the. New York Elevated Railway Company to 
construct its line over the Battery Park. 

(Minutes, February 18, ] 876, p. 645.) 
The PRESIDENT stated that in reply to said preamble and 

resolution he had forwarded to the Assembly copies of the 
following document, viz. : 
1. TheJDinutes of the Board which contain any reference to the subject from 

November 12th; 1875, up to February 18th, 1876. 
2. Letter of Mr. M. Courtright, President of the New York Elevated Rail\fty 

Company, dated November 12th, 1871>. 
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3. Communications of the Counsel to the Corporation, dated respectively 
December 1st aod 29th. 1875, and January 24th, 1876. 

•. Report of the Landscape Architect on the route of said railroad. 
5. The license granted to said Railway Company. 
6. The map referred to in said license~ and which indicates the line on which the 

railroad is to be constructed. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the action of the 
President be approved. 

Adopted. 

Verification of consent of surities on proposals. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the ordinance approved February 15, 1876, entitled" An 
Ordinance to Amend section 21 of article 2 of chapter 7 of the Revised Ordinances," 
be, and is hereby, amended so that the title of said ordinance above quoted, when 
so amended, shall read as follows: 

" An Ordinance to amend section 21 of article 2 of chapter 8 of the Revised 
Ordinances of 1866, said chapter 8 being the chapter numbered Chapter VII, on 
page 184 of the printed edition of said Revised Ordinances of 1866." 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen. March 2, 1876. 
Approved by the Mayor, March 13,1876. 

(Minutes, March 1st, 1876, p. 648.) 

Filed. 

Public Works. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council forwarding a copy 
of the report of the Committee of Public Works of the Board 
of Aldermen, recommending certain public improvements to 
be immediately undertaken and completed, and in which report 

is contained the following, viz. : 
"The work on the Morningside Drive and Park, commenced last season, and 

suspended shortly after being commenced, should at once be resumed. The work 
is one of advantage to the city, the property-owners, and to the large number of 
men that could be employed upon the work." 

* * * * * * * * * * 
" The wall intended to inclose the Central Park could also, at this time. with 

advantage, be c"mplet~d. It would afford employment to a lal'ge number of 
mechanics and laborers. The work of cleaning out the deposit from the bottom 
of the lakes in the Central Park would also, if pl'osecuted at this time, afford 
work to a large number of men. The Commissioners of the Central Park could 
also. with advantage both to the city and the laboring men, purchase large stone 
and employ a great number of I nen in breaking them up f"r macadamizing,purposes. 

"It is also hereby recommended that your Honorable Body immediately pass 
the resolution lind ordinance providin~ for working a country road on the line of 
~e RiverBiqe priye, bein~ General Qrder No. 70, on the list of Unfinished Busi-
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ness. This work is asked for by the owners of property, who will be assessed to 
pay therefor, equally with the city, a.~ half the property on the line of the pro
posed improvement is owned by the Corporation. This will also afford employ
ment to a vast number of workmen." 

Said copy report concludes as follows, viz. : 
"Your Committee respectfully offer for your adoption the following resolu

tion: 
Resolved, That a copy of this report, aud accompanying recommendation or 

suggestions be transmitted to each Department charged with the performance of 
the work therein mentioned, with a request from the Common Council that such 
work be undertaken as soon as possible, and prosecuted to completion without any 
unnecessary delay. 

WM. H. McCARTHY, t Committee on 
HENRY D. PVRROY, f Public Works. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, February 24, 1876. 
Received from his Honor the Mayor, March 2. 1876, without his approval or 

objections thereto; therefore, as provided in section 11, chapter 335, 
Laws of 1873, the Bame became adopted. 

Filed. 

Riverside Avenue. 

From his Honor the Mayor, enclosing a copy of a resolution 
of the Board of Aldermen, directing that Riverside Avenue, 
from Seventy-second Street to the north side of Eighty-fifth 
Street, and from the south sicl€\ of Eighty-eighth Street to 130th 
Street be regulated and graded as a country road, under the 
directions of this Department, and requesting that the President 
report to him on or before the 15th inst., whether the work is 
necessary or propel', with a statement of the reasons for the 
opinion expressed. 

Tbe PRESIDENT stated that as he was unable t,) obtain a 
meeting of the Board before the 15th inst., he had replied to 
said communication on th:::.t day, and he read his reply. , 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication be 
referred to the Executive Committee. 

Adopted. 

Assessment Maps of 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Comptroller of the city, asking that such maps of 
street improvements, &c. (assessment maps), relating to the 
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23d and 24th Wards, as are in the possession of this Depart
me~t, be transferred to the Finance Department. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had written to the Comptroller 
stating that a number of such maps had been delivered to this 
Department, and asking him if they would be of service in the 
Bureau of Arrears in the Finance Department; in reply to which 
he received the above mentioned communication, and he moved 
thttt he be authorized to transfer all said assessment maps to 
the Finance Department. 

Adopted. 

Bridges over Harlem River. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion
ment, notifying the Commissioners that said Board will take up 
and consider the matter of an appropriation for a bridge across 
the Harlem river at a meeting to be held on Tuesday, March 
21st, 1876. 

(Minutes, February 20th, 1875, p. 530.) 

Filed. 

City Parks Improvement Fund. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, forwarding a copy of a resolution authorizing the 

Comptroller of the city to issue "City Parks Improvement 
Fund Stock" to the amount of $50,000. 

(Minutes, January 31, 1876, p. 570.) 

Filed. 

Washington Square Roadway. 

From the Cou;nsel to the Corporation, stating that, if a suffi
cient balance remains of the fund provided Section 1, Ohapter 
608, Laws of 1875, denominated "City Parks Improvement 
F~~d, " the cost of repaving theroadwa.y through WashingtQq 
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. Square can he paid from said fund, provided, however, that 
said roadway is still under the jurisdiction of this Department. 

(Minutes, March 1st, 1876, p. 649.) 
Referred to the President to consult with the Comptroller of 

the city, and report. 

Balance in Treasurer's hands. 

From the Couil3el to the Corporation, stating that he does 
not think that this Department has a right to apply the balance 
in the hands of the Treasurer of the funds received under 

authority of Chap. 651, Laws of 1874, to any purpose other 
than that for which it was appropriated, and recommending 
that the Board of Estimate and Apportionment be requested 
to make a. transfer of said balance. 

(Minutes, February 18th, 1876, p. 643.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON then offered the following resolu

tions: 
Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 

be, and hereby is, requested to transfer the sum of $1,709.26, 
being the balance of the appropriation, made in pUl'suance of 
Chapter 651, Laws of 1874, from said appropriation, to an ap
propriation to pay indebtedness existing and heretofore in
curred by the Department of Public Parks in the matter of the 
improvement of the navigation of Harlem River, under authority 
of Chapter 534, Laws of 1871; said sum being in excess of the 
amount required for the former appropriation; and that the 
Treasurer of the Department of Public Parks be, and hereby 
is, authorized to pay said claims, when the above transfer has 
been authorized. 

Resolved, That copies of the report of Commissioner Wil
liamson, and the opinion of the Counsel to the Corporation, be 
forwarded to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment here
with. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolutions, and it was determined· in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 
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Lamps on the Central Park s'de of Fifth Avenue. 

From the Commissioner of the Department of Public 

Works, stating that the appropriation for lamps and gas is so 

much reduced this year that he does not feel justified in light

ing the lamps on the west side of Fifth AYenue, between Fifty

ninth and Ninetieth Streets. 

Filed. 

Dump Tickets. 

From the Police Department, refusing to supply dump tickets 

to the Department without payment being made for them. 

(Minutes, March 3, 1876, p. G62.) 

Referred to the Treasurer, with power. 

Central Park Sewerage. 

From the Landscape Architect, suhmitting specifications for 

sewers necessary to avoid the discharge of the water-c1osets of 

the Kinderberg, the Dairy and the Ball-ground house, into the 

Pond, and estimating the expense thereof ~tt $7,000. 

(Miuutes, N':>vember 17, 1875, p. 393.) 

Commissioner MA1~TIN thereupon offered the following reso

lution: 
Resolved, That the specifications now presented by the Land

scape Architect to carry the discharge from the water-closets 
of the Kinderberg, the Dairy and tilt' Ball-ground house, into 
the sewer from the Arsenal, be approved; and that the Secre
tary be directed to prepare and insert the nec8ssary advertise
ments for proposals for the work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Third Avenue Bridg;e. 

From the Engineer of Construction, recommending that an 



,I 

I 
! 

.' 

March 18, 1876.J 677 

examination l)e made, by a diver, of the pipes which convey 
the water to the engine of Third Avenue Bridge, as he considers 
that there is a leak in them, and estimating the cost at from 
$25 to $50. 

Qommissiouer O'DONOHUE moved that said communication 

and subject be referred to the President, with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ay~8-00mmissioners Stebbills,.1\1artin, William:>Oll, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Reduction of Maintenance Force. 

:From the Superintendant of Parks, presenting a list of the 
men discharged, &c., as directed by the Board Oll the 3d 

inst. 
(Minutes, March 3d, 1876, p. 663.) 

Filed. 

Superintendent's Report. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting what work has 
been done by the force under his charge for the four weeks 
ending Saturday, February 26th, 1876. 

(Minutes, March I, 1876, p. 649.) 

'Filed. 

Ri verside Park. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that in com
pliance with directions from the President he had personally 
examined Riverside Park, and discovered that several small, 

. and two or three hrge, trees have been cut down on said 
park during the last month, and also that some of the 
mould or top soil had been removed from portions of the pro-
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posed Riverside Drive by the employes of the Department of 
Public Works. 

The PRESIDENT stated that prior to the receipt of said report 
he had di.rected the Superintendent of Parks to serve n, notice 
on each tenant on Riverside Park, cautioning them against 

cutting the trees, and also to have twelve large notices to the 

same effect placed on the park; and that he had directed the 

Lieutenant to detail an officer to patrol said park once or twice 
each day. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the action of the Presi

dent be approved, and that the Superintendent of Parks be 

directed to provide the officer detailed to patrol said park with 

a horse for that purpose. 
Adopted. 

Vault. 

From the Superintending Architect, submitting a plan for a 
record vault, to be erected in the southeast corner of the 
Museum building, and estimating the cost at $1,475. 

(Minutes, Feb'y 2d, 1876, p. 589.) 
Commissioner MARTIN reported that he had examined the 

various plans suggested in reference to the record room, in
cluding the location at Mount St. Vincent, in the basement of 

the Museum of Art, in a new building in its vicinity, and in 
the Arsenal Building. That the present room at Mount St. 
Vincent is insufficient in size and security, and that the records 
were destroyed by dampness, and that a liew; room where all 
the records of all the offices could be kept, free from dampness 

or fire, accessible and safely, was a matter of the greatest im
portance. 

That he recommended the plan of the Superintending 

Architect, on the ground that it fulfilled all the present re
quirements, and was the most economical. 

L Commissioner MARTIN then moved that said plan be approved 
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and adopted by the Board, and that the Superilltending Architect 
be directed to prepare and submit specifications for the iron 
and carpenter's work therefor. 

Adopted .. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, stating that it is neces
sary to have eight additional grooves cut out and built up in 
the walls of the Museum of Natural History from the 3d to the 
4th floors, and also to C11t down seventy-six grooves in the 
window jambs, to carry up heating pipes, and enclosing an esti
mate of Messrs. D. O. Weeks & Son to execute all said work 
for the sum of $205, which he recommended to be ac

cepted. 
Commissioner MAHTIN moved that said additional work be 

authorized, and that an order be issued therefor to Messrs. D. 
C. Weeks & Son upon the terms contained in their esti
mate. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

138th Street. 

From the Civil and Topographioal Engineer, submitting 
three similar maps or plans and profiles of 138th Street, in the 
23dWard, from Locust Avonue to the State water· grant line 

on Long Island Sound. 
(Minutes, ·February 18th, 1876, p. 638.) 

The PRESIDENT thereupon offered the following preamble 

and resolutions: 

Whereas, The Commissioners of the Department of Public 
Parks of the cityof New York, or a majority of them! deem 
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the changes (specified on the map or plan hereinafter men
tioned) in the streets, roads and avenues as laid down and 
established by the Commissioners appointed under Chapter 
841 of the Laws of 1868, on a map of the same, filed in the 
office of the Register of the county of vVestchester, 'on the 23d 
day of February, 1871, to be required, therefore, 

Resolved, 'fhat under and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on the said Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks 
of the city of New York, by Chapters 329 and 604 of the Laws 
of 1874, they do hereby layout the streets, roads and avenues 
within that portion of the 23d Ward of the city of New York, 
formerly the town of Morri:,;ania, of the wiclth, extent and 
direction that said streets, roads and avenues are designated 
by red lines, figures and colors on three similar maps or plans 
and profiles, entitled" Map or plan aud profile, with field notes 
and explanatory remarks, showing the location, width, course, 
windings and grHdes of 138th Street, in the 23d Ward of the 
city of New York, formerly the town of Morrif:!ania, from Locust 
Avenue to the State water-grant line on the Long Island Sound, 
as laid out and established by the Commissioners appointed 
under Chapter 841 of the Laws of 1868, and as now laid out, 
confirmed and more clearly clefined by the Commissioners of 
the Department of Public Parks of the city of New York, within 
that part of the city of New York, north and east of a line 
commencing at the termination of the southerly line of 
155th Street, at or ill the Hudson River, running thence 
easterly along said southerly line of 155th Street and a 
prolongation of said southerly line to the middle of Har
lem .River, and running thence southerly along the middle of 
the said Harlem River to the Sound, north of Randel's Island, 
in pursuance of Chapters 329 and 604 of the Laws of the 
State of New York, passed respectively May 6th and June 5th, 
1874," dated" New York, March 8th, 1876," and signed" J .J. 
R. Oroes, Civil and Topographical Ellgineer;" and that the 
widths, extent and direction of the said streets, roads and 
avenues so laicl out are such as to the said Oommissioners, 01' 

a majority of them, seem most conducive to the public good. 

Resolved, That Henry G. Stebbins, the President, and one of 
the officers of the Board of Commissioners of the Department 
of Public Parks of the City of New York be, and he hereby is, 
designated and directed by the said Board to certify and :file 
said three similar maps or plans and profiles as provided by 
law. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolutions, and it was determined 
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in the affirmative, a majority of the Members of the Board. 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8.-Commissioner~ Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

149th Street. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting 
three similar maps or plans and profiles of 149th Street in the 

23d Ward, from River Avenue to the Harlem River Bulkhead 
line, and stating that this portion of said street is laid down on 

the map of Morrisania, but that no dimensions are given. 
(Minutes, February 2d, 1876, p. 581.) 

Commissioner MARTIN thereupon offered the following pre

amble and resolutions: 

Whereas, The Commissioners of the Department of Public 
Parks of the City of New York, or a majority of them, deem 
the changes (specified on the map or plan hereinafter men
tioned) in the streets, roads and avenues as laid down and 
established by the Commissioners appointed under Chapter 
841 of the Laws of 1868, on a map of the same, filed in the 
office of the Register of the county of Westchester on the 23d 
day of February, 1871, to be required; therefore 

Resolved, That under and by virtue of the powers conferred on 
the said Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks of 
the City of New York by Chapters 329 and 604 of the Laws of 
1874, they do hereby layout the streets, roads and avenues with
in t.hat portion of the ~3d Ward of the City of New York, form
erly the town of l\Iorrisania, of the width, extent and direction 
that said streets, roads and avenues are designated by red lines, 
figures and color, on three similar maps or plans and profiles, 
entitled" Map, Ot' plan and profile, with field notes and explan
atory remarks, showing the location, width, course, windings 
and grades of 149th Street, in the 23d Ward of the City of 
New York, formerly the town of Morrisania, from River Ave
nue to the Harlem River Bulkhead line, as laid out and estab
lished by the Commissioners appointed under Chapter 841, of 
the Laws of 1868, and as now laid out, confirmed and more 
clearly defined by the Commissioners of the Department of 
Public Parks of the City of New York, within that part of the 
City of New York north and east of a line commencing at the 
termination of the southerly line of 155th Street, at or in the 
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Hudson River; running thence easterly, along said southerly 
line of 155th Street, and a prolongation of said southerly line, 
to the middle of Harlem River, and running thence southerly, 
along the middle of the said Harlem River, to the Sound, north 
of Randel's Island; in pursuance of Ohapters 329 and 604 of 
the Laws of the State of New York, passed respectively May 
6th and June 5th, 1874," dated" New York, February 3d, 1876," 
and signed" J. J. R. Oroes,Oivil and Topographical Engineer; " 
and that the widths, extent and direction of the said streets, 
roads and avenues so laid out are such as to the said Oommis
sioners, or a majority of them, seem most conducive to the 
public good, 

Resolved, That Henry G. Stebbins, the President, and one of 
the officers of the Board of Oommissioners of the Department 
of Public Parks of the City of New York be, and he hereby is, 
designated and directed by the said Board to certify and file 
said three similar maps or plans and profiles, as provided by 
law. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolutions, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-00mmissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson,O'Don
ohue-4. 

Case for American Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Albert S. Bickmore, Superintendent of the Ameri

can Museum of Natural History, stating that it is necessary to 

have the case recently built by the Department for s'aid Museum 
glazed, and requesting that arrangements may be made there
for. 

Also from the Superintending Architect stating that the cost 
to have said case glazed with plate glass, as requested by Mr. 
Bickmore, would be about $450. 

(Minutes, December 23, 1874, p. 4i4.) 
Referred to the President to report. 

Foreman Andrews. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that during work-
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ing hours on· Tuesday, the 14th inst., Foreman Andrews waS 
severely injured, by having an embankment fall on him, and 
that he is unable to attend to his duties. That he had placed 
Foreman McGovern temporarily in charge of his work. He 

therefore asks instructions as to the time to be allowed said 
foremen. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON thereupon moved that the Super
intendent of Parks be directed to allow during this month, if 

Foreman Andrews is so long unable to perform his duties, full 

time to Foreman McGovern, including Sundays, and to allow 
full time, except Sundays, to Foreman Andrews. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

IV ashington A venue. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, report
ing upon the condition of Washington Avenue, reference to 
which was made by the Health Department. He states that 
the Avenue is in a very bad condition, and recommends as the 
only way to improve it, that it be regulated and graded from 
Third Avenue at 159th Street, to Morris Street at Tre
mont, to conform with the new establi3hed grade, and also that 
160th Street be regulated and graded at the same time from 
Elton to Washington Avenue. 

Commissioner WILLIAlIlSON moved that the said communica
tion be rec~ived and filed, and that the President be requested 
to make application to the Commoll Council for an ordinance 
to enable the recommendations thereill to be carried into 
effect. 

(February 2d, 1876, p. 575.) 
Adopted. 
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Bridges o;,er Bront: River. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards asking 
instructions as to how, and to what extent, he should use the 
force in the 23d and 24th Wards in repairing the bridges over 
the Bronx River, and enclosing a copy of a 1ettflr which he had 
addressed to the Supervisor of the towr. of Westchester, on 
the subject of having some arrangement made between him 
and this Department for the repairing of said bridges. 

Also from the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards 
stating that William's Bridge, over the Bronx River, is in a 
very·dangerous condition, and that an accident may occur at 

any time, causing loss of life. 
The PRESIDENT stated that he had directed the Superin

tendent of the 23d and 24th Wards to make such immediate 
repairs as are required to said bridge, in order to prevent 
accident to the public; and that he had also written to the 
Supervisor of the town of Westchester, urging on him the ne
cessity of making some joint arrangement with this Department 
for the care of said bri.dges, but that he had not as yet received 

any reply. 
Oommissioner MARTIN thereupon offered the following reso

lution: 
Resolved, That the Civil and Topographical Engineer be di

rected to mark on each bridge over the Bronx River the line 
of the city limit, and that the Superintendent of the 23d and 
24th Wards be directed to keep in proper order and repair, 
with the force placed under his charge in the 23d and 24th 
Wards, the New York City end of said bridges, and that he 
designate on the foreman's returns, each day, on what works 
the men have been employed, so that their time can be charged 
to the proper account and appropriation; and that if any extra 
or unusual repairs are required to any bridge, he report same 
to the Board for instructions. 

Adopted. 

Claim of Messrs. Bancroft &; Yetter. 

From Mr. N. B. Sanborn, Attorney for Messrs. Bancroft & 
Yetter, stating that in an action brought by them to recover 
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the sum of $750, awarded to them on January 8, 1874, by this 
Department, in full discharge of all claims which they have 
against the Department, by reason of the use of their patent 
monitor sprinklers, a verdict had been rendered in favor of the 
city, and therefore asking that the Board pass a new resolution 
and enter into a new contract with Messrs. Bancroft & Yetter, 
which shall include any new carts built by the Department since 
January 8, 1874, by which the Department shall purchase thtl 

. right to use those carts for the future at the rate heretofore 
fixed; all claims for damages for .paRt use of them to be extin. 
guished (not settled for) by a release to the Department. 

(Minutes, January 8th, 1874, p. 519.) 
Referred to Commissioner Williamson to examine and 

report. 

A cquiring Title to Streets, &c. 

From Mr. Christian H. Otten, upon the subject of acquiring 
title to' streets, and urging that it is not advisable to include 
more than one street or avenue in each proceeding. 

(1\linutes, February 2, 1876, p. 580.) 

Referred to Commissioner Martin to examine and report. 

24th Ward. 

From Mr. Robed Coddington, requesting that the maps 
laying out and establishing the streets, &c., in the 24th Ward, 

in the neighborhood of Fordham, be filed. 
(Minutes, March 1, 1876, p. 652.) 

Referred to Commissioner Martin. 

Fordham Avenue, Kingsbridge Road, 24th Ward. 

From the following, ·viz.: F. W. Gockeln, President of St. 
John's College,and others, N. Hanrahan, Treasurer of St. 

John's College, and James Hyland, opposing the plan pro
posed by the Civil and Topographical Engineer for the wid-
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ening and extending of Fordham (Third ) Avenue in the 24th 

Ward. 
(Minutes, Feb. 4, 1876, p. 595.) 

Laid on the table. 

Stuffed Cattle in Museum Central Park. 

From Mr. William Lalor, stating that he had formerly pre

sented to the Department the stuffed cattle in the Museum in . . 

Central Park, and asking that he be permitted and authorized 

to procure the loan and use of. them for the purpose of ex

hibition :l.t the Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Lalor be given permission 

to take and exhibit said stuffed cattle at the Centennial Exhibi
tion in Philadelphia, on condition that no expense be incurred 

thereby by this Department, and that Mr. Lalor undertakes 

to return said stuffed cattle in good condition. 

Adopted. 

Central Bridge. 

From Mr. L. G. Morris, and others, recommending Mr. E. 

L. B. Freeman for the position of keeper of Central Bridge, 

over the Harlem River. 

Laid on the table. 

(Minutes, March 3, 1876, p. 6:>6.) 

Patrick Murray. 

From Patrick Murray, asking to be reinstated as shepherd 

on Central Park. 

Also from Mr. Alfred Young and others, supporting the ap

plication of said Patrick Murray. 

Laid on the table. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON,' Chairman of the Auditing 
Committee, presented the following three reports: 
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. The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they havfl 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Allen, R. H., & Co., brooms .••...•.... Maint .. and Govmt. 

P. and P., '75 .. 

Bartlett, J. W., repairs to lamps ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., '75 .. 

Coffin, Paul C., & Co., saws, shovels, &c. Surveying, laying 

out, &c., 23dand 

24th Wards,&c., 

'75 .......•.... 

Menzies, Wm., & Son, timber .••..•.. ~.Harl~m R. Bridges 

Reps., &c., '75. 

Tone, Thea. F., coal .•..............•• Harlem R. Bridges 

Reps., &c., '75. 

Maint. and Govmt. 

$13 60 

P. and P., '75,. 8 00 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund.......... 0840 

West, R. R., lamps ................... Maint. andGovmt. 

P. and P., '75 .. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 1875.. $11140' . 

Harlem River Bridges Repairs, Impt. and Maint., 1875. . . . 02 10 

City Parks I!nproyernent Fund ........... __ . _ ... " . . . . 58 40 

Surveying, laying out, &c., 23d and 24th Ward8, etc., 1875. 19 16 

$30 00 

17 40 

19 r6 

38 1)0 

80 00 

1S6 00 

$241 16 

----- $241 06 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of two hundred and forty-one dollars 

and six cents. 

(Signed) , DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, } Auditing 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, Committee. 

New York, March 13, 1876. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
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examined and audited the following bills, anu submit tl.:e same 
to the Board for approval: 

Cartwright, Wm., nuts, fish and vege-

tables. o. . ....... 0 ................ Maint. and Govmto 

P. and P ...... 

Central Gas Light Co., gas, Feb ........ Harlem R. B. Rep., 

Impt. & M .... 

Donncgan, C. E., bread .... 0 • 0 •••• 000 •• Mainto and Govmt. 

Po and Po ...... 

Florence, W. II., services ........ 0 •• • Harlem R. B. Rep., 

Impt. & M ..... 

Keuffel & Esser, engineers, supplies .... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Larkin, Michael, sand ................. City Parks . Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas Feb'y .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas meter ... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas meter.Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, Feb'y .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Mott, J. L. Iron, Works, stoves and re-

pairs ............ " . '" ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . $4 ISO 

Museum Natural 

History....... I> 10 

Surveying. laying 

out, &c., 23dand 

24th Wards, &c. 

New York Gas Light Co., gas, Feb'y ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., gas 

meter .•••..•....•................. Maint. and Govmt-. 

P. and P ...... 

21 00 

$200 1S8 

60 00 

90 69 

218 'T4 

4.8 80 

69 00 

546 00 

86 00 

182 88 

413 CO 

SO 60 

4'71 00 

8 80 
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Rollins, True W., labor and material, 

iron ........ ,. ........ " ........... Museum Natural 

History ••••••• 

Siney, John S., ticking thread, &c .•••.. Maint. and Govmt. 

ParksandP .•.. 

United Farmers' Milk Co., milk, Feb'y. ,Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Vanderbilt, Bros., mower parts .•..... ,Maint. and Govmt, 

Parks and P .... 

Valentine & Briggs, rent, Feb'y ........ Maint. &c., 23d 

and 24 th Wards. 

"The World," advertising ... '" ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

ParksandP .•.. 

Museum of Art .. 

Ziegler, J. & Co., repairs .....•...... , City Parks Impt. 

Fund ..•..... , 

RECAPITULATION. 

$3 60 

2 80 

Maintenance and Government Parks aud Places .... , . ... $2,192 06 

Harlem River ~ridges, Repairs, Improvement and Mainten-

ance .......•..•................................... 

City Parks Improvement Fund.. . . .. . .. . ............. . 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards ..................... . 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc ..... . 

Museum Natural History. . . .. . . . . . . .. .. . ............ . 

Museum of Art ............... . 

278 74 

122 80 

40 00 

21 00 

18,005 10 

2 80 

$18,00000 

28 70 

20 88 

ISIS 45 

40 00 

6 40 

Ii 00 

$20,662 00 

---- $20,662 1i0 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty thousand six hundred 

and sixty.two dollars and fifty cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, March 13, 1876. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, t Auditing 
JOSEPII J. O'Do:s'9HUE, f Committee. 

The Allditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
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Riddle &; Brintnall, coal. ....•... , " ••• Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P., '73 

Riddle &; Brintnall, coaL ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .. '74 

Sidley, John, medicin& .........•...... Maint. and GO'l"mt. 

Parks and P., '73 

Sidley, John, medicine... ..••.•• . .••. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P., '74 

Smith &; Crane, case for Mus. N. H ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P., '74 

RECAPITULATION. 

[Saturday, 

. $7000 

28 50 

11 40 

12 30 

1,000 00 

$1,122 20 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 1873.. . :j:81 40 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 1874.. 1,040 80 
--- $1,122 20 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eleven hundred and twenty-two dol

lars and twenty cents. 

New York, March 14, 1876. 

(Signed) DAVID B. Wn.LIAMsoN, t Auditing 
JOSEPH J. O'DoNOHUE, ) Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

to transmit said bills to the 'Finance Department for payment. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

·agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 
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Department of Public Parks, in account with 
David B. Williamson, Treasurer. 

1876. CR. 

Mar. 1. By balance .............................. ,. $1,717 26 

Mar. I} 
to " cash received from pound, rents, licenses, &c. 

Mar. 15. 
516 74 

$2,234 00 

DR. 

Mar. I}' 
to To cash paid into City Treasury ..•........... 

Mar. 15. 
$524 74 

Mar. 15. "balance ............................ : .. . 1,709 26 
--- $2,234 00 

(Sig-ned) DAVID B. WILUAMRO:i, 

Wednesday, March 15. 1876. 
9.30 A. M. 

Tt'easurer, D. P; P. 

Dock at Leg-g-ett's Creek and approaches thereto. 

The PRESIDENT stated that so far as could be ascertained, 
Mr. R. N. Kitching is now the owner of the adjoining property 
to the road leading from Hunt's Point road to the dock on 
Leggett's Creek; that Mr. Kitching has been notified to remove 
the gate and fence placed on mid road, but he has not done so. 

(Minutes, February 18th, 1876, p. 637.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the subject of the re
moval of said gate and fellce be referred to the President, with 

power. 
Adopted. 

159th' Street. 

The PRESIDENT then presented the appointment hereinafter 
set forth of Messrs. Fordham Morris, William F. Hall and 
John T. Hunt, as Commissioners to assess the expenses of 
regulating and grading 159th Street, signed by the Corporation 
Counsel, and he moved that it be signed by all the Commis
sioners of this Department; that it be then filed and that the 
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Secretary be directed to transmit a certified copy thereof to 
each of said Commissioners. 

Adopted. 

The appointment was then signed by all the Commissioners. 

APPOINTMENT. 

Wlte1'eas, The late Board of Trustees of the town of Morrisania duly authorized 

and executed a contract for the work hereafter mentioned, but did not appoint 

Commissiouers to apportion and assess the expenses thereof, as directed by Sec

tions 47 and 48, Chapter 277, Laws of 1864. 

Therefore, We the undersigned, Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks 

of the city of New York, and the Counsel to the Corporation of said city, do here

by, in pursuance of the authority in ns vested by Section 9, Chapter 329, Laws of 

1874, appoint 

FORDHAM MORRIS, 'VILLIA~I F. HALL. JOH:' T. HUNT, 

all of New York City, and owners of a freehold estate liable to taxation therein, 

and who are not interested in or affected by said work or improvement, Com

missioners to assess the expenses of the following mentioned work or improve

ment, namely: 

Regulating and grading Waverly Street (lfi9th St.), between Third and Wash

ington avenues. 

Dated this 18th day of March, 1876 .• 

Tompkins Square. 

(Signed.) H. G. STEBBINS, 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, 

WM. R. MARTIN, 

Commissioners of the Department of 
Publi~ Parks. 

(Signed.) WH. C. WHITNEY, 

Counsel to the COl'poration. 

The PRESIDENT then presented a list of works necessary to 
be done to complete the improvements at Tompkins Square, 
and also specifications for grading and setting the curb 011 said 
square, which had been prepared by the Landscape Architect. 

(Minutes, March 3d, 1876, p. 655.) 
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Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said specifications be 
approved, and that it be referred to the President and Com
missioner Martin, with power to direct the Secretary to insert 
advertismen:s for proposals for the work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners 
O'Donohue-4. 

Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, 

Works in Progress. 

The PRESIDENT then presented a list of works heretofore 
ordered, and which are in various stages of approach towards 
completion, with an estimate of the cost to complete each, 

which had been prepared by the Landscape Architect. 

Referred to Commissioner Martin to report upon. 

Reports of Landscrpe Architect. 

The PRESIDENT stated that, in pursuance of the directions of 
the Board on the 12th October, 1875, a requisition had been 
made on the Department of Public Works to print, with other 
documents, 250 additional copies of the report of the Land
scape Architect, as prepared for the third general report, but 
that no order had been given therefor by the Department of 
Public Works, although the reports had been printed and de
livered by the New York Evem'ng Post. 

(Minutes, October 12th, 1875, p. 333). 
He then moved that a new requisition be made upon the 

Board of City Record to issue an order to said New York 
Evening Post for the said 250 reports so delivered. 

Adopted. 
Employment cf Idle Workers. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the Secretary be directed 
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to inform Mr. W. A. A. Oarsey and others, from whom a com

munication was received on the 3d inst. asking for an interview, 

that the Board will receive them at the next regular meeting. 

(Minutes, March 3d, 1876, p. 658). 
Adopted. 

Old Uniforms. 

Oommiss:oner MAUTIN moved that arrangements be made 

with the auctioneer employed by the Department to have all 

the old useless uniforms dyed a different color, and then sold 

by auction on the Oentral Park. 

Adopted. 

Statements of Salaries of Officers. &c., by the Comptroller. 

Commiss:oner J\iAR'l'IN cfl'ered the following preambles and 

resolution: 

WheTeo8, Oomptroller Green, in his letter dated 1st Febru
ary, 1876, to the Assembly of the State of New York (Doc. No. 
60), under the sclleJule entitled, 

" Schedulo of the number pf salaries and officers and emplpyes 
"of the city government, exclusive of . mecl1anics and 
"laborers, on tho 1st of Fe1)rual'Y, 1876 (as near as can be 
" ascertained from the recon1 of the "Finance Depart
" ment)," 

stated, in l'Pgarc1 to the salaries in the Department of Public 
Parks, including those paid from other accounts than appro
priations for salaries, "that there were 15:~ employes, and the 
•. amount allowed for their salaries was $227,575" (page 2j, and 
fui·ther stated in tlJe same letter that in the Department of 
1 nblic Parks the "amount paid for salaries ill 1876 was as 
" follows: 
" Salary of the President, $6,500, and three Commis-

"sioners, no sahry . . . . . . . . .. . .... .' .......... . 
"Salaries of 11rchitecis, engineers, &c ............ . 
"Sabries of police, gate-keepers, &c .............. . 

$6,500 
48,500 

100,000 

Whereas, For all the purposes for which these facts can be 
serviceable to the Legislature, it is better that they should have 
a correct statement; therefore, 

Resolved, That the following statement of the number of em-
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ployes and salaries fixed by the Department for the year 1876, 
commencing on 1st J an nary, be entered on the minutes, to
gether with these preambles and resolution, and that a copy 
thereof be transmitted to the Legislature. 

NAME. I
, NO. OF 

OFFICE. ,SALARY. PERSONS. AMOUNT. 

,I~ __ " __ ~---I-----

Henry G. Stebbin~ ..... President ...... " .1 $6,500 00 

GENERAL OFFICE. 

WilHam Irwin. .. . .... Secretary ...... '1 
Isaa~ Evans ........... 1 ~sst. Sec'y ..... . 
DavId P. Lord ........ !FIrst Clerk ...... , 
William D. Beall ....... ; Clerk. ....•...... ' 

$4,500 001 
2,750 00 
2.750 00 
1.200 OO! 

OFFICE OF DESIGN AND SUPERINTENDENCE. 

Fred. Law Olmst~d .... 'I~a?dscape Archt.! 
H')ward A. Martm ..... ChIef clerk ... , .. 1 

$6,000 001 
3,000 00 

OFFICE 0., SUPERINTENDENT ENGINEER. 

John Bogart ......... , .'Isupt. Engineer ... /; , . . . . .. ..,.1 
F. A. <::alkins .....•.... Assist. " ... $1,900 001 
Ott·> SIbert ...... , ..... Draughtsman .... i 1,200 00, 

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING ARcm'fECT. 

J. Munckwitz .......... i,Supt. Architect .. 1 $5,000 00: , : I 

OFFICE OF DISBURSING CLERK. 

W m. Van Valkinburgh . [DiSbursing clerk. .1 
J. F. Belton .... : ....... Clerk, .......... ', 
M. E. Sterne .......... : " , , . .. .. ..! 

$3,500 00
1
' 

1,800 00 
1,200 00: 

DIRECTOR o~' MENAGERIE. 

Wm. A. Conklin .... , .. !Director ......... 1 $2,500 001 

MUSEUM AND OBSERVATORY. 

$6,500 00 

4 11,200 00 

9,000 00 

3,100 00 

5,000 00 

3 6,500 00 

1 1 2,500 00 

T. B. Ingraham ....... Clerk. ......... , .: 1,200 00, '2 5,200 00 
Daniel Draper ........ ·liDirector ......... \, $4,000 001 1 

I I~--'-'--
Total-Prest., Engrs .• Clerks, &c. " ............... , ..• 1 17 I $49,000 00 
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PARK-KEEPERS. 

PER DAY. 

I 

1 Lieutenant .......... : 
5 Sergeants .......... 1$3 25. _ .. $16 25i 

44 Park.keepers. _ ..... i 2 60.. .114 40) 
'7 Post keepers ........ 1 2 30.... 16 10' 
S Special keepers ..... 1 2 25.... 6 75! 

20 G~te " ... ", 2 30 . _ .. 46 00: 
'7 NIght watch ... " ... 'I' 2 00.... 14 00, 
I) Tailors ...... " .. . .. 2 25. 11 25: 

$1,600 OO! 

5°1 __ ~ 
• 109 

, $224751 

Days in the year. . . . . 366! 82,261 $83,861 50 

$132,861 50 

OFFICE CIVIL AND TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEER. 

J. J. R. Croes .. ' ...... iC. & T. Eng ..... . 
C. R. Schott .•• '" •••.. IDiv. Eng.. .. . .. . 
R. L. Cooke ....•..... 1 " " .....•••. 

G. A. Cushing ......... I" " ....... .. 
S. B. Smith •....•... '.1 Ast.·' ....... . 
S. S. Haight .......... , " " .•• ' ... . 
A. M. Bailey .......... 1 " " ....... .. 
F. Greiffenberg ........ jDraughtsman .. . 
Matthew Cox •........ 'IRodman ........ . 
Thos. Fox............. " .. _ .... . 
F. W. Brown .......... Messenger ..... __ _ 

$5,000 00 
2,500 00' 
2,500 00 
2,00!) 00 
1,800 00 
1,800 00' 
1,500 00 
1,800 00, 

940 00 
940 00' 
626 00 

BUREAU o~· CONsTRue'fION. 

Geo. S. Greene ......... 1 Engineer ........ 1 $5,000 OOi 

MAINTENANCE 23D and 24TH WARDS. 

E. C. Morrison ........ I Supt ...... _ .... I $3,000 00 I 

STREET OPENING AND IMPROVEMENT. 

11 21,406 00 

1 I 5,000 00 

1 I 3,000 00 

E. B. Van Winkle ..... I Surveyor, &c, ••• I $3,000 00 I 1 I 3,000 00 
---- .-----

123 $165,267 50 

LABORERS' PAY-ROLL FOR 'fHE Two 'WEEKS ENDING 12TH FEBRUARY, 1876. 

Maintenance ........................ $6.657 16 
Construction •••.•...••.• , . _ ..... _ ..• 7,537 35 

$14,194 51 
Multiplied by............... 26 

$369,057 26 

PAy-ROLL FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY. 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards ...... $820 
Multiplied by.. . .. .. .. .. . ... 12 I 9,840 00 

I $54'4.i6476 
From this it appears that the Comptroller's statements are to be corrected, 8S 

follows: 
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1st. For "salaries, inclnding those paid from other accounts than appropria
tions," that there were 123 employes, and the amount allowed for their salaries 
$165,267.50. 

2. That" the amount paid for salaries in 1876" is as follows: 
Salary of the President, $6,500, and three Commissioners, no 

salary ................................................... . 
Salaries of Architects, Engineers, &c .......... , ... ' ........... . 
Salaries of Police, Gate keepers, &c., ................ , . ' ....... . 

$6,500 00 
42,500 00 
1;3,861 50 

$132,861 50 

The figures for the pay-rolls for the maiutenance and construction work, and 
for the maintenance of the 23d and 24th Wards, are exhibited because they show 
the amounts paid to the mechanics and laborers in the Department for the first of 
February and for the year, at the rate of that time. 

The whole statement shows the entire operations of the Department, and that 
the Comptroller's error does not arise from any confusion in rl'garding the men on 
the pay-rolls as salaried officers, and that his statement cannot be de,rived in any 
way from the facts. His error probably arose from his taking the situation at the 
close of the yel1r, 31st December, 1875, bE-fore the reductions of 1876 were made, 
as the basis for the whole of the year 1876, 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said preamble, reso~ 
lution and statement be recaived, entered on the minutes and 
laid on the table until the next meeting of the Board, to enable 
the Presiaent to communicate with the Comptroller in relation 
thereto. 

Adopted. 
Pay of Laborers. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following preamble 
and resolution: 

Whereas, This Board has had several resolutions before its 
meetings for the purpose of cutting down the laborers' wages 
from two dollars to one dollar and sixty cents per day, 

Resolved, That Oomptroller GREEN be requested to give his 
opinion, as the financial officer of this city, whether he thinks 
it proper to make such reduction. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the negative, a majority of all the Members of the Board 
not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin and O'Donohue-2. 
Noes.-Oommissioners Stebbins and Williamson-2. 
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Commissioner MARTIN offered the following preambles and 

resolution : 
Whereas, Comptroller GREEN has publicly charged this Board 

with an injudicious expenditure of the public moneys, by using 
the following language at 11 meeting of the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment, on the 14th March, 1b76 : 

"Believing that the money neceo\sary to complete the work 
" would not be judicionsl.v expended by the Park Department 
" as that Department vas at present organized, he was there
" fore opposed to raising funds for the purpose of the Harlem 
" River bridges." 

Whereas, All the requisitions and expenditures d the De
partment have been met by Mr. Green, and he has failed at 
any time to specify any item of the work or expenditure of the 
Department as injudicious; 

Whereas, The prominent question on which we have differed 
from him is that we have refused to reduce the wages of the 
laborers, 

Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Comptroller be requested, 
1st. To specify to the Board any item of its expenditure that 

he regards as injudil1ious. 
2d. Whether in his opinion the wages of the laborers in our 

employ should be reduced. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined 
in the negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not 
voting in favor thereof as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, 0' Donohue--2. 

Noes.-Oommissioners Stebbins, Williamson.-2. 

Paving 3d Avenue. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the contractors be directed 

to procead with the work of paving Third Avenue in the 23d 
Ward, when four inspectors are appointed. 

Adopted. 
(Minutes Dec. 13, 1875, p.470). 

Gas. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON offered the following resolution: 
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Resolred, That the Secretary be directed to prepare and in· 
sert advertisements for proposals to light the public parks, 

squares, places and bridges under the control of this Depart
ment with gas, from May 1st to December 31st, 1876, both 

days inclusive. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said resolution be amend

ed, by inserting after the word" gas" the following" or other 
illuminating material," and, also by adding at the end thereof the 

following: " And that the advertisements contain a statement to 

" the effect that this Department reserves the right to deter

" mine, after the proposals are opened, what material shall be 
" used." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion to amend said resolution, and it was de

termined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of 

the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

The PR};SIDENT then put the qnestion whether the Board 

would agree to said resolution as amended, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes.-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue.-4. 

Drainagp, &c., of Central Park. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved to reconsider the action of the 
Board, directing the report of the Landscape Architect on the 
subject of the drainage of the Central Park, and which was 

presented to the Board on the 17th November, 1875, to be 
printed. 

(Minutes, November 17th, 1875, p. 393.) 

Adopted. 

• 
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Commissioner :MARTIN then moved that the order directing 
said report to be printed be rescinded. 

Adopted. 

F. L. Underhill. 

The PRESIDENT moved that :Mr. F. L. Underhill be appointed 
a rodman on the force of the Civil and Topographical En
gineer. 

(:Minutes, :March 3d, 1876, p. G57.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Noes··-Commissioners :Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Thomas Wingrove. 

Commissioner :MARTIN moved that :Mr. Thomas Wingrove 
be appointed a rodman on the force of the Civil and Topo
graphical Engineer. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the :Members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners :Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, W illiamson-2. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board adjourn

ed at 6.30 o'clock, p. M., to meet on Monday, the 20th :March, 

1876, at 4.30 o'clock p. l\{. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretm'Y, D. P. P. 
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MONDAY, MAR~D 90th, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4.30 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 18th inst. was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

American Museum Katural History. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Howard Potter, on behalf of the American Mu
seum of Natural History, submitting a draft of a bill to enable 
this Department to make and enter into a contract with said 
Museum for its occupation of the Museum of Natural History 
building on Manhattan Square. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that there be added to said 
draft bill a second section, to enable this Department to make 

. a similar contract with the Metropolitan Museum of Art, for 
the occupation by it of the building erected for a Museum of 
Art on Central Park; that said draft bill be then approved and 
that the PRESIDENT be requested to address the Legislature in 
support of the passage of said bill . 

• 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Comntissioners Stebbins, ~Iartin, "Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Restoration of Laborer;, &c. 

From the Superintendent of Pal'kt;, enclosing applications 

from Wm. Burns, ,stone-cutter, and John B. Glasser, laborer, 

who had been absent from work on account of sickness, to be 

restored to work, and asking instructions in the matter. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the Superintendent 

of Parks be authorized to restore s:1id men. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of tlie Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commi:ssioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Laborers' Pay-Hollo 

'fhe PRESIDENT reported that the employes mentioned in 

the letter of the Comptroller, presented to the Board on the 
1st inst., were not yet paid; and" he then presented and read a 
letter which he had addressed to the Counsel to the Corpora

tion, asking his opinion as to which fund said employes were 

properly payable out of; and also as tn the right of the Board 

of Estimate and Apportionment. to subdivide the amount 

aliowed this Department for the maintenance of the parks, in 

the manner in which said Board has done this year. 

(Minutes March 1st, 1876, p. 648.) 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said letter be approved, 
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and that the PRESIDENT be requested to transmit it to the 
Counsel to the Corporation forthwith. 

Adopted. 
Maintenance 23d and 24th IV ards. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that the subject of the main
tenance of the 23d and 24th Wards be taken up at the next 
meeting of the Board, and that the Superintendent of those 
wards be directed to be present at the time. 

(Minutes, February 2d, 1876, p. 589.) 
Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 6 
o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCil 99th, 1876. 

SPEOIAL MEETING-10 O'CLOCK A. M. 

The Board met pursuant to the following call of the Presi

dent: 

Mr. WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P .F. : 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, I 
36 Union Square (East). I 

NEW YORK, 27 March, 1876. 

Sir,-You will please call a meeting of the Board for Wednesday, the 29th 

iust., at 10 o'clock A. ~I., for the transaction of 8uch business as may require 

attention. 

Respectfully, 

H. G. STEBBINS, 

President, D. P. P. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" lVIARTIN. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

A communicatiou was received from Commissioner O'Dmw
HUE, stating that he was unable to attend. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 18th and 20th 
insts. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Washington Square. 

From his Honor the Mayor, asking whether the work of ra-
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pairing the roadway through Washington Square is necessary 

and proper. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had replied to the Mayor 
that the repairs were much needed, and had forwarded him a 
copy of the opinion of the Counsel to the Corporation, which 
was presented to the Board on the 18th inst., on the subject of 
paying for the expense of repaving said roadway, and moved 
that said communication be filed. 

(Minutes March 18, 1876, p. 674.) 
Adopted. 

Bridges over Harlem River. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, forwarding the following copy of a resolution 
adopted by said Board on the 21st iust., viz.: 

"Resolved, That the Comptroller be, and he is her(;by, authorized to issue 
"from time to time, as may be required, and at such rates of interest as 
"he may determine, not exceeding seven per cent. pel' annum, stock 
" for the purpose of providing for the expense of construction of .a 
"bridg-e over the Harlem River, in the city of New York, authorized 
"by Chapter 5;)4 of Laws of 1871, and Section 16, Chapter 329 of Laws of 1874, 
" as per requisition of the Department of Public Parks, dated 23d of February, 
" 1875, Ten thousand dollars ($10,000)." 

(Minutes, March 18th, 1876, p. 674.) 
Filed. 

Cleaning the Lakes, &c., Central Park. 

From the Secretary of the Health Department, calling the 

attention of this Department to the practice of spreading the 
deposits taken from the bottom of the lakes in Central Park 
upon the grass, and recommending that slacked lime and gyp
sum be used to prevent malarial diseases arising therefrom. 

Also from the Landscape Architect, reporting thereon, and 
stating that the deposits mostly consist of earth, and that 
there is only a very small amount of vegetable material in it; 
and that lime will be used in a liberal quantity. 

(Minutes, January 13, 1876, p. 571.) 

The P:&ESIDENT moved that said communications be received 
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and filed, and that a copy of the report ot the Landscape 
Architect be forwarded to the Health Department. 

Adop!ed. 

Central Park. 

From the Landscape Architect, reporting that, in his judg
ment, a carriage entrance to Central Park, at 110th Street and 
Fifth avenue, is not called for by any public necessity, and that 
it would be impossible to make it withont great and irrepa
rable injury to the Park. 

Also from the Superintending Engineer, estimating the cost 
of such a carriage entrance at $75,000. 

(Minutes, February 10th, 1876, p. 622.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said communications 
be received and filed, and that such carriage entrance be not 
approved. 

Adopted. 

Manhattan Square. 

From the Superinten'ling Engineer, stating that 10,000 cubic 
yards of earth filling are required in Manhattan Square, and 
recommending that advertisements be published ifor proposals 
to deliver same. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the Secretary be di
rected to prepare and insert the necessary advertisements for 
the delivery of 10,000 cubic yards of earth filling in Manhattan 
Square, as recommended by the Superintending Engineer. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof as follows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 
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2Sd and 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, stating 
that grel1t damage has been done to the roads and bridges in 
the 23d and 24th Wards by the recent storms, and that it will 

require a force of at least 75 laborers and 15 double teams to 

make the roads safe and passable. 

The PRESIDENT stated, that on receipt of the communication 

he had authorized the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th 

Wards to employ 50 laborers and 10 double teams, and moved 
that his action be appl'oY(x1. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, vVilliamson-3. 

Maintenance of Roads, &c., in 2:id and 24th IVard,;. 

From Mr. J. N. 'Watson, complaining of the manne~' in which 
the roads, &c., in the 2i3d and 24th Wards are maintained. 

Filed. 

J. G. Keator. 

From Mr. J. G. Keator, asking to have his badge as a park 
policeman restored him. 

(Minutes, June 14, 1873, p. 39.) 
Laid on the table. 

Cricket. 

From Mr. Dougall McDongall, Secretary of the Manhattan 
Cricket Club, asking permission for said club to play cricket 
on the Central Park on two days each week. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said application be refused. 
Adopted. 
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B. Waterhouse Hawkins. 

From Mr. B. Waterhouse Hawkins, renewing his application 

for remuneration on account of his alleged employment in this 
Department. 

(Minutes, May 6, 1874, p. 8.) 
Laid on the table. 

John Goetz. 

From Mr. John Goetz, applying for employment in this De
partment. 

Laid on the table. 

H. J. Haber. 

From Mr. Alex. S. Webb, recommending Mr. H. J. Haber 
for employment as a civil engineer. 

Laid on the table. 

Bridges OYer Harlem River. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following preamble and 
resolutions: 

Whereas, The Board of Estimate and Apportionment have 
made an appropriation for bridges over the Harlem River, ac
cording to the requisition of this Department. 

Re8olved, That the Engineer of Construction is hereby 
directed to prepare the plans and specifications for a bridge 
from 139th Street to 138th Street, and report the same. 

Resolved, That the Engineer of Construction is hereby 
directed to proceed with plans and specitications for the sus
pension bridge north of the High Bridge, and report the 
same. 

Resolved, That the Engineer of Construction is hereby re
quested to report what assistance he requires to make the 
soundings necessary for said plans and specifications for both 
of said bridges. 

(Minutes, March 29, 1876, p. 706.) 
Adopted. 

Mill Brook Sewer. 

Commissioner MARTIN stated that the proceedings in the 
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Supreme Court, for acquIring the title to Brook Avenue had 

been completed, and offered the following resolution: 

Re8olved, That the construction of Mill Brook sewer, in the 
23d Ward, be proceeded with, and that the E~gineer of Con
struct-ion is hereby directed to report plans and specifications 
for the same as soon as may be practicable. 

(Minutes, July 29, 1874, p. 173.) 

Adopted. 

Parks in Fourth Ayenue. 

Commissioner MARTIN stated in reference to the improve

ment of the line of Parks on the Fourth Avenue, between 

Sixty-seventh and Ninety-sixth Streets, upon which a resolu

tion was passed at the meeting on the 13th January, 1876 (pp. 
526-7); that he had examined the provisions of Chapter 528 of 

1873, and had brought the same to the attention of the Hon. 

Chas. Crary, who was formerly President of the East Side As

sociation, and who, while he was a member of the Legislature, 

had introduced the said Act; and also to the attention of other 

property owners on the east side; and that the conclnsion of 

their deliberations was that further action by the Legislature 

was necessary in order to can·)" on said improyement, and the 

other improvements proviued for in the same act; that for this 

end a bill had been prepared anu introducecl in the Legisla

ture. 

Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following resolu
tions: 

1. Resolved, That after an examination and approval of the 
provisions of said bill, the President be requested to address 
the Legislature in favor of its passage. 

2. Resol·ved, That the Landscape Architect and the Superin
tendent of Parks be requested to prepare a general estimate of 
the cost of the Fourth Avenue improvement. 

3. Re8olved, That they be also requested to examine the 
public square, on the East River, between Eighty-fourth and 
Eighty-sixth Streets, and prepare a general plan and estimate 
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for opening the same to the public at slight expense and in a 
mode which will meet the present requirements. 

(Minutes, January 13, 1876, p. 526.) 

Adopted. 

Riverside Drive. 

Commissioner MARTIN presented a report upon the subject 
of the Riverside Drive. 

(Minutes, .Tune 11, 1875, p. 81, and March 18, 1876, p. 673.) 

Received and filed. 

Harlem River. 

Commissioner MARTIN stated that he had been in commu
nication with Hon. B. A. Willis in respect to the improvem~nt 
of the Harlem River, and the measures of legislation proposed 
at Washington and at Albany, and that it was desirable that a 
general conference should be had on the subject for the pur

pose of uniting all interests. He then offered the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That a meeting on that subject be held on such 
day as the Hon. B. A. Willis may indicate that he can attend. 

That the Civil and Topographical Engineer and Engineer of 
Construction be requested to attend, and that the following 
persons be invited: General Newton, the Commissioners of the 
Department of Docks j Alderman Purroy, anu the property 
owners in that vicinity. 

(Minutes, Feb. 10th, 1876, p. 622.) 
Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner WILLIAMSON, the Board ad
journed at 11.45 o'clock A. M., to meet on Thursday, the 30th 
jnst., at 3.30 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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TIIURSDAY, MARCO 30th, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-3.30 O'OLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAMSON. 

O'DONOHUE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 29th instant was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Bridges over Harlem River. 

From the Comptroller of the city, as follows: 

CITY OF NEW YORK, } 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT, 

COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE. 

March 29, 1876. 
Hon. HENRY G. STEBBl:-'S, 

President, Department of Public Pm'ks " 

SIR,-On the 21st instant the Board of Estimate and Apportionment passed, 

over the vote of the Comptroller, the following resolntion: 

" Resolved, That the Comptroller be, and he is hereby, authorized to issue, 
" from time to time, as may be required, and at such rate of interest as he may 
" determinQ, not exceeding seven per cent. per annum, stock for the purpose of 
" providing for the expense of construction of a bridge over the Harlem river, in 
"the city of New York, authorized by Chapter 034 of Laws of 1871, and section 
" 16, Chapter 329 of Laws of 1874, as per requisition of the Department of Public 
" Parks, dated 23d of February, 1875, ten thousand dollars ($10,000)." 

.As I do not think, after full examination of the subject, that there is lawful 

/ authority for the issue of "stock" under the foregoing resolution, I respectfulIy 
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advise you that I shall decline to take any measures for that purpose, and cannot 

pay any requisitions for expenditures on that account. 

Very respectfully, 

(Signed) A~DREW H. GREEN, 

Comptl'oller 

Filed. 
(Minutes, March 29th,1876, p. 706.) 

Railrolld Av., Fordham Av. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of thi" 
Department to the condition of Railroad Avenue, FOl'dham 
Avenue, and a receiving basin at the corner of Third Avenue 
and 169th Street. 

Referred to the- Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards 
to report. 

Riverside Park. 

From the Lieutenant, reporting upon the cutting of trees, 
&c., on Riverside Park. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, March 18, 1876, p. 677.) 

Plaza at Fifth Avenue and 59th Street. 

From Mr. Jacob Weeks, requesting that the roadway on the 
west side of the Plaza at Fifth Avenue and 59th Street be 
paved, and also that a cross-walk be laid from the north end 

of said Plaza to the corner of said roadway and 59th Street. 
Referred to the Landscape Architect to examine and report. 

Patrick Crotty. 

From Mr. John V. Traphagen and others, recommending 
that Patrick Crotty be appointed a foreman in the 23d and 
24th Wards. 

Laid on the table. 

Bridges over Harlem River. 

FroIl!. th~ Engineer of Construction, reporting tb~t for the 
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bridge over the Harlem River, from 139th to 138th Streets, 
there will be required, for sounding from a scow, a party of 
four laborers (who should be selected men), with an engineer, 
inspector or assistant. 

That fQr the Suspension Bridge, there will be required, at 
first, a foreman and four men, and, after the boring with an 
engine commences, a day and night gang, with two men in 
each (an enginedriver and an assistant), and for the ptepara .. 
tion of the plans, a draughtsman. 

(Minutes, March 29, 1876, p. 709.) 
Filed. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, submitting plans and 
specifications for additional work of plumbing, cases and 
other fixtures, in the Museum of Natural History building, 
and estimating the cost of the work at $8,000. 

Also from Messrs. W m. A. Haines and Theo. Roosevelt, a com
mittee on plans of the American Museum of Natural History, 
approving of said plans, and requesting that the work be done 
at as early a day as possible. 

Commissioner MARTIN then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the plans and specifications now presented by 

Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, be approved; and that the Secretary 
be directed to prepare and insert the necessary advertisements 
for proposals for the work. . 

(Minutes, January 20,1876, p. 558.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

_ _ ____. Battery Park. Elevated Railroad. 

From Mr. O. E. Hill, President of the American Pier and 
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Column Company, inviting the attention of this Department to 
the pier columns made by said company, as supports for the 
Elevated Railroad where it crosses the Battery Park. 

(Minutes, February 18, 1876, p. 645.) 
Referred to the Landscape Architect to report upon. 

Third Avenue Paving. 

From Mr. Wm. H. Grant, Engineer, presenting his bill for 
$297 for professional services in examining the paving of 
Third Avenue, in the 23d Ward, done under Mr. John B. Devlin's 
contract. 

(Minutes, March 3d, 1876, p. 667.) 
Referred to Commissioner Williamson to examine and re

port upon. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following three reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

A~eck, Wm., & Co., hay, oats, &c ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P.. . ..... $408 69 

:B!lrtlett, J. W., lamps and tops ....••.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P.. . . . . . . . $89 95 
Harlem R. B. Reps. 

II?pt. and M... .. 19 25 

109 20 

Caldwell, Weaton & Co., coal ......•... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .... _ ... 19 50 

Commercial Advertiser Ass., advertis-

ing .............................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP. (police). $2 80 

Museum of Art. .. 3 20 

600 
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Donnelly, Michael, manure ........... Maint. and-Govmt. 

P. and P .....••• 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas-meter ...... Maint. an(l Govmt. 

P. and P ....... . 

Hotchkiss, Guy, Field &: Co., carriage 

hardware .... : ...•••......••...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•...... 

Hyde, E. B., &; Co., Atlas of Yonkers ... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards, etc.: 

McDlll'mott, John, meat .... , ....... , .. Maint and Govmt. 

.P. and P ....... . 

New York FJvening Expi'es8, advertis-

ing ............................ ,. .Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P. (police). 

Museum of Art ... 

Museum Nat'l His-

$3 90 

3 60 

tory............ I) 40 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund........... 3 30 

New York Tribune, advertising, ...... :,.Museum Nat'l His. 

tory ..•.••••.... 

Museum of Art ... 

City Parks Impt. 

$7 80 

3 60 

Fund....... ..... 3 60 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP.(police). 420 

Tone, Theo. F., coal. ................ Harlem R. B. Reps. 

Impt. and M ..... 

Thomson, Jas., rent of office ......... , Surveying, laying 
out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards, etc .. 

Watrous &; Willson, lumber ........... City Parks Impt . 
. - Ful).d... • ..... 

$480 00 

40 80 

26 55 

15 00 

250 00 

16,29 

19 20 

7 00 

40 00 

105.0QO 

$1,543 14 
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nECAPITULATION. 

Mainteiil1iWl and Government of Parks and Places. . . • . .... $1,326 39 

City Parks Improvement Fund .................. , ..... . 

Harlem River Bridges, repairs, improvement and mainten-

ance ............................................ . 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23<1 and 24th Wards, etc ...... . 

Museum of Natural History .....................•...... 

Museum of Art .................................... ,. 

111 90 

26 25 

55 00 

13 20 

10 40 

$1,543 14 

Amountiug in the aggregate to the sum of fifteeu hundred and forty-three dollars 

and fourteen cents. 

(Signed) 
'" 

DAVID B. \VILLIAMSO~, } Auditin.q 
JOSEPH J. O'DO~OIWE, Committee. 

New York, March 21st, 1876. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Bartlett, J. W., lamp tops •........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875 .. 

Oommercial Advertiser Association, ad-

vertising ...•.................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875 .. 

Harlem R. B. Reps., 

Impt., &c., 1875 .. 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Mus. Nat. Histl>ry 

Menzies, Wm., &: Son, sawdust ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875 .. 

New, T., felt. . . .. • . .. . .. • •......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875 .. 

N. Y. Timl!8, advertising .............. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....... , .. . 

N. Y. Evening E"'prl!8s, advertising .... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ..........• 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875 .• 

$14 40 

$6 40 

10 60 

19 80 

4 80 

---- 41 60 

12 00 

24 00 

4 00 

$13 20 

5 70 

18 90 
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Queen, Jas. W. & Co., repairs ... " .••.. City Parks Impt. 

. Fund ...•.•.•... 

N. Y. Tribune, advertising ... , ••••.... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....••••.. , 

M aint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875 .• 

Harlem R. B. Reps., 

Impt., &c .. 1875 .. 

Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards, 1875 •••• 

N. Y. Staat8 Zeitung, advertising .... , . City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875 .• 

Mus. Nat. History 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 18'75 ... 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . .• . .. . ......•••...•.• 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards, 1875 ................ . 

Harlem River Bridges-Repairs, Improvement and Main· 

tenance, 1875 .•••.•• " •....•• ' ...........••...... 

Museum of Nutural History .••...•.........••••••..•.. 

$19 10 

8 60 

13 50 

2 60 

----

$12 30 

4 35 

5 40 

---

$75 45 

193 40 

2 60 

24 10 

10 20 

$12~ 00 

43 80~ 

22 05 

----
UOIl 75 

$305 75 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of three hundred and five dollars 

and seventy.five cents .. 

(Signed) 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, } Auditing 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, Oommittee. 

New York, March 30th, 1876. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 



American District Telegraph Co.,. rent 

1IIld services .............•....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•••... 

City Parks lmpt. 

Fund ......... . 

Caldwell, Weston &; Co., coal. ......... :Maint. lind Govmt. 

P. andP ....... . 

Christern, F. W., Alphan's Promenades .. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Coffin, Paul C., &; Co., hide roller, &c .... City Parks lmpt. 

Fund ........ . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Cr06S, J. James R., petty exrenses ...... Surveying, laying 

out, &;c., 23d and 

24th Wards, &c. 

Gordon, Robt.,Actg. Treas., expenses Mus. 

of Art ••.•.•• " ........•........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... . 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas, January and 

February ....................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... . 

Harlem R. Bridges, 

Reps., Impt. andM. 

lrwin, Wm., petty expenses .••.•....•. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP .•...... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards .•...... 

Murphy &; Nesbit, brick, sand and 

lime ............................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Sackett &; Miller, llniforms .. , ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

p, and p, , . , ...• 

[Thursday, 

$6 '78 

20 35 

---- $27 13 

20 50 

52 36 

$1 50 

12 00 

---- 13 50 

12 00 

678 54 

$436 '74 

150 60 
---- 587 34 

$41 40 

32 20 

7 93 

---- 81 53 

$9 40 

14 00 

---- 2340 

M2500 
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Tysen, David J., Jr., vegetables ....•••. Maint. And Govmt. 
P. andP ........ 

Wilson & Hughes Stone Co., labor and 

matIs ........................... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 
Ziegler, J., chairs ...... , ............. Surv'g, laying out, 

&c., 23d and 24th 

Wards, &c ...... 

RECAPITULATION. 

iii 31 

2'1 00 

$4066 86 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ....... $3,694 61 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . . . .. ................. 174 72 

Harlem River Bridges, repairs, improvement and main. 

tenance .......•.•.. , " ..................•....••••. 

Surveying, layiug out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc ...... 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards .•••.....•.•...... 

150 60 

39 00 

7 93 
-- $4,06686 

Amounting in the aggregate to the SUill of four thousand and sixty.six dollars 

and eighty.six cents. 
(Signed) 

New York, March 30,1876. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, } Auditing 
.JoSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, Oommitte •. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the meIllber~ of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, .Williamson, O'Don-
ohue--4. . 

Menagerie. 

The PRESIDENT presented the resignation of J. O'Donohue, 
one of the keepers in the menagerie, and stated that he had 
authorized his place to be temporarily filled by Francis 
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Shannon, until the Board should. make an appointment in the 

place of said O'Donohue. 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that Timothy Dinan be 

appointed in place of said J. O'Donohue, resigned, and at the 
rate of pay which he receiyed; and that stoid Francis Shannon 
be paid for the time he has worked uuder the directions of the 

President at the same rate. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Claim of Messrs. Bancroft and Yetter. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON verbally reported upon the 

claim of Messrs. Bancroft and Yetter, and presented a com
munication from Mr. N. B. Sanborn, Attorney, and recom

mended the adoption of the following resolution: 

. Resolved, That Lorey F. Bancroft and Andrew B. Yetter be 
paid the sum of eight hundred dollars, for the right for this 
Department to use sixteen watering carts, known as the patent 
Monitor Sprinkler, in addition to the six which this Department 
has heretofore purchased the right to use, from the present 
time until the time when the patent granted thereon shall have 
expired. Such money to be paid to said Bancroft and Yetter 
on their duly executing and delivering to the Board a license 
in proper form, licensing and authorizing this Department to 
use the said sixteen carts during all the time which the said 
patent right has yet to run. 

(MiJ;lUtes, March 18, 1876, p. 684.) 
The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received, and the 

resolution recommended adopted by the Board. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof/ as follows; 
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Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Doli~ 
ohue-4: 

Old Uniforms. 

The PRESIDENT reported that it would cost over $4:00 to dye 
all the old uniforms which have been ordered to be sold; and 
that it is doubtful if their sale willl'ealize so much. 

(Minutes, March 18th, 1876, p. 694.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON then moved that the motion 
directing said old uniforms to be dyed and sold be recon
sidered. 

Adopted. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON then moved, as a substitute for 
said motion, that said old ulJiforms be sold on the Central Park 
by public auction. 

Adopted. 

23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that twenty-four laborers and 
four teams be appointed in the 23d and 24th Wards. 

(Minutes, March 29, 1876, p. 708.) 
The PRESIDEN'f put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in· the affirm

ative" a majority of all the members of the Board voti~ in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue--4. 

Bridges over Harlem River. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following preambles and 
resolution: 

Whereas, On the 21st March, 1876, the Board of Estimate' 
and Apportionment made an appropriation for the purpose of 
providing for the expense of constructing a bridge over the 
Harlem River; and 
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Whereas, The Engineer of Construction has reported that 
for the bridge at 139th and 138th Streets there will be required 
for sounding, from a 8COW, a party of four laborers, who shall 
be selected men, with an engineer, inspector or assistant. 

Resolved, That four men be appointed to make the soundings 
required for the completion of the p1&,l1S and specifications of ' 
the said bridge, and their pay charged to the fund for its con
struction. 

(Minutes, March 30, 1876, p. 714.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON then moved that said preambles 
and resolution be referred to the Counsel to the Corporation 
for his opinion, together with copies of the following, viz.: 

1. The resolution of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment granting the 

appropriation of $10,000 for the conHtruction of said bridge. 

2. The preamble and resolution adopted by this BoaI'll on the 29th inst., direct

ing the preparation of plmlR and specifications for said bridge. 

3. The letter of the Comptroller of this city, presented to the Board this day, 

declining to issue any stock for the purpose of the construction of said bridge. 

. And that the Counsel to the Corporation be requested to 

advise the Commissioners of this Department as to their rights 
and duties in the premises. 

Adopted. 

Riverside Avenue. 

Co~ssioner MARTIN reported that the Board of Aldermen 

had adopted the ordinance directing that Riverside Avenue be 
graded and regulated as a country road, from 72d Street to 
130th Street, notwithstanding the objections of his Honor the 
Mayor thereto, and he therefore moved that the Landscape 

Architect and Superintending Engineer be directed to prepare 
and submit to the Board plans and specifications to comply 
with the directions of said ordinance. 

(Minutes, March 18th, 1876, p. 673.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
a.gree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, a 
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majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins--'-l. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said ordinance be 
referred to the Counsel to the Corporation for his opinion 

thereon. 
Adopted. 

Washington Square Roadway. 

,]~he PUESIDENT moved that the Landscape Architect and 

Superintending Engineer be directed to examine the roadway 
through Washington Square, and report whether the pavement 
CallL be repaired, or should be all taken up and relaid; and also 
what kind of pavement is the best to be used for repairing,. 

and what for repaving said roadway. 
(Minutes, March 29th, 1876, p. 705.) 

Adopted. 

Foreman Andrews. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE presented and read the affidavits 

of two laborers, formerly employes of the Department under 
Foreman Andrews, in which they each swear to have been com
pelled by said foreman to pay money to him or for his use, in 
order to;be kept in the employment of the Department. He 

then moved that the President appoint a committee of two to 
investigate said charges and report, and that in the meantime 
said Foreman Andrews be suspended. 

~rhe PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, a. 
majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof; as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Williamson, O'Donohue-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 
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The PRESIDENT then appointed Commissioners O'Donohue 

and Williamson such committee. 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner MARTIN movea that the subject of the main

tenance of the 23d and 24th Wards be now taken up. 

(Minutes, March 20th, 1876, p. 703.) 

Adopted. 

The Superintendent of the 23cl and 24th Wards was present, 

as directed by the Board on the 20th inst., and after hearing 

his views in relation to the matter, and after the subject had 

been cl iscusRed, the President offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, rrhatso much of the report of Commissioner Martin, 
presented to the Board on the 2d February, 1876, upon the 
suhject of the mainteuance of the 23d and Mth "Vards, as relates 
to the apportionment of the sum allowed for that purpose for 
1876, be adopted and conformed t.o as far as possible. 

(Minutes, February 2, 1876, p. 589.) 

Adopted. 

Treasurer's Accounts. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the President and 

Commissioner O'Donohue be appointed a committee to examine 

and audit the accounts of the Treasurer, from November 1st, 

1875, to April 1st, 1876. 

(Minutes, November 5, 1875, p. 368.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 6.25 

a 'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN. 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA.Y, A.PRIL 3th, 1876. 

REGULAR MEETING-10 O'CLOCK A. lI. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" 
" 
" 

MARTIN, 

WILLIAMSON. 

O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 29th and 30th 
ultos. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Riverside Avenue. 

From the clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy of 
the following resolution: 

Re.~olved. Th~t Riverside Avenue. £"om Seventy-second Street to One hnndred 
and thirtieth Street, be regulated and graded It, a country road, with wooden 
supports where nece~~ary,'uildel' tl}.e direction of the Commissioner of Puuiic Parks, 
and that the accompanying ordinance therefor be adopted. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen. March 2, 1876. 
Received from his Honor the Mayor, March 16, 11:!76, with his objections there

to. 
In Board of Aldermen. March 80th, 1876. taken up and considered os provided 

in section Ill, chapter 335, Laws of 1873. and adopted notwithstanding the ob
jections of his Honor the Mayor, three-fourths of all the members elected, voting 
in favor thereof. . 

(Minutes, March 18th, 1876, p. 673.) 

Filed. 

Washington Square Roadway. 

From the Clerk of the Common Counoil forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution: 
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Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks be, and they are, respectfully 
requested to have the roadway across Washington Square, from South Fifth 
Avenue to Fifth Aven~e, repared and placed in go()d condition immediately ; also, 
from Thompson Street to Fifth A venue. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, March 23, 1876. 
Received from his Honor the Mayor, March 30, 1876, without his approval or 

objections thereto; therefore, as provided in section 11, chapter 335, Laws of 
1873, the same became adopted. 

Filed. 

Laborers' Pay.roll. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation upon the subject of 

the proper fund to which to charge the pay of the employes 

. who have not been paid by the Comptroller, and also upon 

the right of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to sub

divide the amount allowed the Department for the maintenance 

of the Parks, in which he says: 
"The question, however, out of which appropriation the 

"compensation to all or any of said nine persons is to be 
" taken is rather one of fact than of law. So many of said per
" sons as do in fact perform the duties usually assigned to, and 
"performed by foreman, gardeners, mechanics and laborers 
" can, in my opinion, be paid out of the $187,500, no matter how 
" they may have been classified or described during the year 
" 1875. Those, however, who perform exclusively clerical duties 
" must be paid out of the $55,000. 

* * * * * 
"With regard to the other question submitted by you, I 

" think that it is within the power of the Board of Estimate 
" and Apportionment to divide up the appropriation for any 
" department, and to prescribe the particular purposes to which 
" the different amounts shall be respectively applied. 

(Minutes, March 20th, 1876, p. 703.) 
Referred to the President and Commissioner Martin to re

port. 

Employes in Civil arid TopI. Force. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, stating that the 

following named, formerly employes in his office, and who 

were discharged by order of the Board on the 31st January 

last, were occupied at their usual duties for one or two days 

after said date and before they could receive notice of their 
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dismissal; that he had so returned them on his time returns, 
but that they had not been placed on the pay-roll for those 
days, namely. 

B. W. Barlow, for one day. 

F. t. Underhill, for one day. 

Samuei G. Boggs, for two days. 

(Minutes, Jany. 31, 18·76, p. 567.) 
. The PRESIDENT moved that the above named persons be 

placed on the next pay-roll of the Oivil and Topographical 
Engineers for the number of days above stated, as returned by 
the Civil and Topographical Engineer, and at a rate of pay 

fifteen per cent. less than that paid to them prior to J a:llUary 
1st, 1876. 

The.FREsIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor tllereof, 
as follows: 

.Aye8-00mmissioners Stebbins,Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

From the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, stating that 
Assistant Division Engineer, S. S. Haight, was absent on the 
27th March, 1876, as he was engaged in moving his family into 
the city to comply with the recent ordinance of the Oommon 
Oouncil, and recommending that he .be allowed ·full time for 
that day. 

(Minutes, March 1st, 1876, p. 647.) 
The PRESIDENT moved that Assistant Division Engineer, 

S. S. Haight, be allowed full time for the 'one day above men
tioned, and that he be paid therefor on the next pay-roll of the 
Oivil and Topographical Engineers. 

The PRESIDENT' put the question whether the Board would 
agree to ~aid motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 
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.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson,O'Don
ohue-4. 

Menagerie. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that Messrs. 
Barnum and N athans request the loan of an eagle for the 
Centennial. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Director of the Menagerie 
be allowed to lend )lessrs. Barnum and Nathans an eagle as 

requested, on their giving a written undertaking to return it 
or a bird of equal value, in good condition. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, 
as follows; 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 
Do-Commissioner Williamson-I. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report; 

The Auditing COll!-mittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the sa·me 
to the Board for approval ; 

Affleck, Wm., &: Co., hay .•............ Maint andGovm't 

P. and P ...... . $122 73 

Crimmins, J. D. & T. E., building stone ... City Parks Impt. 

Fund......... 11000 

Colgate & Co., soap ...•............... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P....... 9 38 

DOJlaldson, Thomas, gas 1b:tures ....... Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP....... $26 75 

Surveying, laying 

out, &c., 23d and 

24th Wards. . . . 9 80 
86 IU5 
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Gold & Stock Telegraph Co., rent of line. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ...... . 

Gordon, Robt., Act'g Treas., Expenses 

Art Museum ...•................. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Henderson, Peter, & Co., seeds ...••.... Maint. and G ovm't 

P. and P ....... 

Holden, Hopkins &; Stokes, horse nails .. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..•.... 

Keuffel & Esser, drawing mat'ls ........ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

McNab & Harlin M'fg Co., plumbing 

materials. . . . . . ... . ............. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Moffat, David, & Co., leather ........... Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ..••.•• 

Pike's, Benj., Son, repairs to instrument. City Parks Impt. 

Funds ..••...•. 

Ruhe, Louis, bird food ................ Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Slattery, James, building stone ......... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Staats Zeitun!l, N. Y., advertising ....... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P., police. 

Museum of Art .. 

Valentine & Briggs, rent of office, March.Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ..... .. 
Watson Manufac'g Co, iron lintels ...... Museum of Art .. . 

$.688 

lIS 62 

$3 00 

3 00 

$62 ISO 

46484 

31 30 

IS ISO 

45 12 

848'1 

22 10 

GOO 

8 00 

125 00 

6 00 

$1,686 89 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places........ $'152 09 

City Pa:rks Improvement Fund.... . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 332 00 

Museum of Art. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 553 00 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards,... .. . . .. .. .. .. ... 40 00 

Snrveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th WardR, etc..... . . 9 80 

$1,686 89 

Amounting in the aggregat.e to the Rum of Rixteen hUlldred and eighty. six 

dollars and eighty·nine cents. 

Signed, DAVID B. WILLIHISON, I Auditing 
.JOSEPH .J. O'DoNoHuE, f Committee. 

New York, April 4, 18'16. 

. The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

~? transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

Agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority o£all the members of the Board votiug in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Dono

hue-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the Minutes: 

Department of Public Parks, in account with 

David B. Williamson, Treasurer. 

18'16. CR. 

}I'ch. 15. By balance ................................ $1,709 26 

}I'ch Hi,} 
to " cash received from rents, license and sundries 

April 5. . 
1,100 73 

$2,814 99 
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18'16. DR. 

M'ch 15} 
to To c6sh paid into City Treasury .... '" ..••..• 

April o. 
$1,0'18 '13 

April 5. " balance .............................. .. 1,'136 26 
$2,814 99 

(Signed) DAVID B. 'VILLIAMSON, 

Treamrer, D. P. P. 
New York, WednesQay, April 5, 18'16, 

9.30}.. M. 

Construction and Maintenance of the Parks. 

The PRESIDENT pTesentedthe following statement of the ex
penditures on account of the appropriation for the mainte
nance of parks and places for 1876, and of the city parks 
improvement fund, which was ordered to be printed in the 

minutes. 
STATEMENT OF EXPENDITUR};S ON ACCOUNT OF MAINTENANCE O}' PARKS AND PLACES. 

Amount reserved for labor .................................... $112,500 00 

Amount expended, including Pay.roll, March 25, 18'16 .. $31,234 11 

Estimated six days to April 1st. . . .. . .. ............. 1,890 00 
---- 33,124 11 

Expenditures for labor in March ..... " ... , ..•.•.... $10,912 01 

Average pel' month for balance of 18'16. . . .. . . .. .. . . . 8,819 54 

Excess ovel' average. . . .. . . .. . .. $2.092 4'1 

Estimated and actual expenditures for materials to April, 

1876 ................. " .. . .. .................. $8,581 88 

Amount reserved for materials. .. ...... . .....•.•.. . .• 21l.000 00 

Estimated amount of material for April, for which 

orders are already given ....... " ... , ....•...... , $1,721 00 

APRIL 8·rn. 

$'19,375.89 

Balance remaining for construction. . . .. . . .... . . .• . . .. . • •. . •• • .• $280.56'1 .82 

Amounts expended for labor in March. .... .. •. .. .. .••..• ...... 15,105 '15 

Estimated amount of material ordered in March ................. '18'1 00 

(Minutes, February 10th, 1876, p. 620.) 
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Oommissioner MARTIN moved that the subject of the main
tenance of the parks and places be taken up and considered 
at the next meeting of the Board. 

Adopted. 

lI.estoration of Laborers, ,,"c. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Superintendent of Parks rec
ommended that a. laborer named George Meinel1, who has 
been absent for some time on account of sickness, be restored 
to work, and moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
authorized to restore said laborer as recommended. 

The PRESID~NT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Harlem River. 

Commissioner MARTIN stated that the Hon. B. A. Willis had 
notified him that he would gladly meet with the Commissioners 
on the subject of the improvement of Harlem River, and that 
he would, as soon as possible, name a day on which he could 
attend. 

(Minutes, March 29, 1876, p. 711.) 

Parks in Fourth Avenue. 

Commi.ssioner MARTIN presented a copy of the bill introduced 
L 

in the Legislature in relation to the improvement of the parks 
in Fourth Avenue; which was ordered to be filed. 

(Minutes, March 29, 1876, p. 710.) 

Daniel Webster Statue. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
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Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be directed to 
prepare on the site heretofore designated by the Board, a suit
able foundation for the statue of Daniel Webster, which Gordon 
W. Burnp-am, Esq., has offered ~o present. 

,j, (Minutes, September 25,1874, p. 270.) 
I 

The PRESIDEN'J;' put the question whether the Board would 
agr~e to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive~ a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

Laborers' Pay-roll. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Comptroller of the City had 
paid the employes concerning whom he addressed a communi
cation which was presented to the Board on the 1st March, 
1876. 

Commissioner WILIJAMSON thereupon ofered the following 
resolutiun : 

Re8olved, That the Oomptroller of the City be, and he hereby 
is, respectfully requested to notify this Department, in writing, 
out of what fund or appropriation he has paid the amounts due 
theundermentioned employes since January 1st, 1876, namely: 
Wm. L. Fisher, Superintending Gardener; Hwry Carpenter, 
John McLaughlin, John Beckett, A. M. Whittemore, F. C. A. 
Hecker, Messengers; A. Krause, Draughtsman; and John 
Watkins, J anito)'. 

(Minutes, April 5, 1876, p. 728.) 
Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the Boa1 adjourned at 
11.30 o'clock A. M., to meet on Saturday, the 8th instant, at 
4 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 
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SATURDAY, APRIL ISth, 1 IS 76. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4 O'CLOCK P.M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

WILLIAllSON. 
O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 5th inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

College Avenue, 24th Ward. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation upon the petition of St. 
John's College as to alleged encroachments on College Avenue, 
in the 24th Ward, by Mr. John B. Haskin, in which he states: 

"That the matter is one which must be decided by the 
" courts; and that the only question, therefore, is by whom the 
"proceedings, if any are takeu, shall be instituted." 

* * * * * * * * 
"No facts appear from the papers before me which, in my 

"opinion, make it the duty of the public authorities of the 
"city to institute proceedings agamst Mr. Haskin at the 
'" present time." 

(Minutes, February 4,1876, p. 596.) 

The PRESIDENT, moved that said communication be received 
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and filed, and that a copy thereof be sent to St, John's College 
and to Mr. Haskin. 

Adopted. 

169th Street and 170th Street. 

From the Hearth Department, forwarding copies of the 
reports of Assistant Sanitary Inspector Comfort, upon the 
condition of 169th Street, between Third and Fulton Avenues, 
and of 170th Street, between Third and Franklin A venues. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards 
to report. 

144th Street. 

From the Health Department, forwarding the application of 
W. T. Cushing and others for the construction of adrain or 
sewer in 144th Street, easterly from Mott Avenue to the Canal. 

Referred to the Engineer of Construction to report. 

Battery Park-Elevated Railway. 

From the Landscape Architect, reporting upon the commu
nication of Mr. C. E. Hill, inviting the attention of the De
partment to the columns made by the American Pier & Column 
Co., as supports for the Elevated Railway where it crosses the. 
Battery, in which he recommends the Department notto assume 
any' responsibility in the matter of the construction of said 
railway, by recommending any particular piers or columns. 

(Minutes, March 30, 1876, p. 715.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received and filed, 
and that a copy thereof be sent to Mr. C. E. Hill. 

Adopted. 

Proposed Centennial Monument in Central Park. 

From Mr. H. C. Borgner, making a proposition to erect a 
Centennial Monument on Central Park. 

Filed. 

MeBagerie. 

From the Landscape Architect presenting a plan for the re-
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moval of the buildings at the Menagerie, as recommended by 
the Executiye Committee, on the 17th November, 1875. 

(Minutes, November 29, 1875, p. 433.) 
Referred to the Executive Committee. 

Parks in Fourth Avenue. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that he esti
mat~ the cost of all the granite, iron, filling and planting of 
the parks on Fonrth Avenue, between Sixty-seventh Street and 
Ninety-sixth Street, at $193,000. 

(Minutes, March 29, 1876, p. 710.) 
Filed. 

Foreman Treadwell. 

From Mr. James Miller, formerly employed itS a carpenter 
in the Department, making certain charges against Foreman 
Treadwell, which he verifies by affidavit. 

Referred to Commissioners O'Donohue and Williamson to 
investigate and report. 

Children's Centennial Festival. 

From Mr. F. W. Weiss and others, asking permission to use 
the Concert ground in the Central Park for a Children'g Cen
tennial Festival, for the benefit of the poor of the city. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that said communication be 
referred to the Executive Committee to report upon. 

Adopted. 

Michael Hartnett. 

From Mr. Joel W. Mason and others, recommending Mr. 
Michael Hartnett as a gate-keeper 01' night watchman. 

Laid on the table. 

Maintenance of the Parks, &c. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the subject of the maintenance 
of the parks and places, as directed at the last meeting of the 
Board, was now in order. 

(Minntes, April5,1867, p. 733.) 
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Commissioner MARTIN then presented the following state
ment, which was ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

~)J{aintenance Statement. 
The following table shows the amount of money expended 

on general maintenance during the years 1872, 1873, 1874 and 
1875, and the different items for which it was used. The table 
also shows how the money remaining unexpended for the year 
1867 on 1st April, will be distributed if expended upon the 
various items of expenditure in the same proportion as in the 
year 1875. 

I
, , , I Amt. remaining for 

I 1 
nine months. 1876. 

CENTRAL PARK. : 1872. 1873. I 1874. 1875. distributed in pro· 

: I i f~:!;O~ ~8~~.pendi~ 

Roads =~.~~~~~i -~53,5~~I'-~2,32~1;:~,900--;:O'160 $14,693 
Walks ......... , .... 1 29,580 41,1801 39,700 1

1 

20,123 7,377 
Plants, &c..... . . .... 16,380 25,200 23,400 19,474 7,140 
Turf, &c. . . .. .. .... . . 21,100 19,480 24,000 22,090 8,100 
Water System....... 3,190 3,290 2,900 2,290 840 
Ice Exps............ 19,740 19,520 8,200' 14,364 5,264 
Trans. Roads........ 770 980 600 4:l4 155 
Tools, &c.. . . .. . . . . . . 6,460 4,470

1 

2,300 2,892 1,060 
Buildings, &c... .... 27,010 27,290 2:l,600 16,977 6,225 
Lighting ....... , .... 2,2401 30'1 2,700 3,496* ..... . 
Miscellaneous. . . ... . . 18,340: 17,980 11,260 17,865 6,550 
Salaries, &c .. . ..•.. . 18,620; 34,520 16,460 39,092* ..... . 
Stables. " ........ t 31,100] 30,470 14,400 14,984 5,494 
Animals ........... f i 18,800 18,400 6,746 
Masonry... .. .... .. 360! 3,650 1,140 .. .. . . • .•... 
Police. . . .. • .. ...... 96,0401 80,720 82,460 80,126* .. . .. 
Music. . . . . . . ... . . .. . 6,080 3,860 5,000 4,642* .... " 

---1---+-----------

~,~I $354,960 $324,820 $317,419 $6\),644 

* These items are the subject of special appropriations or reservations. 



April 8, 1876.] 741 

The following table shows how the Maintenance Fund. 
stands on 1st April, 1876. It shows that there is unexpended 
about $88,075, which is available for labor and materials for 
the remaining nine months of the year, and which makes an 
average for each month of $9,786. 

At the present rate of expenditure. the Department is dis
bursing about $14,000 per month for labor and materials, which 
is largely in excess of the average amount available; but this 
month and the months of May and June are the season when 
the greatest expenditure is necessary on the Parks, because 
the winter damage must be repaired, and it is the growing sea
son for the plan tations. It will be proper, therefore, to con
tinue the present rate of expenditure, and to diminish it, if 
necessary, later in the season. 

It is possible that there may be a surplus from some of the 
special maintenance appropriations stated at the foot of the 
following table, which may be made available toward the close 
0:£ the year: 

ApPROPRIATION FOR 1876. 

Police ........... " ... , .....•..•.. , .......•••••.. $110,000 00 

Salaries ...........•...•.......•.... , .••••.•.. , . . 55,000 00 

G'eneral maintenance.. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. • . .• . . •• . . . . 187,500 00 
$352,500 00 

General maintenance .................... " .••........ , • • •• •• . $187,500 00 

Less two museums.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . $30,000 00 

" gas for the year (estimated).. ...........• ...•• 25,000 00 
55,000 00 

$132,500 00 
EXPENtlED 1st APRIL. 

Cash disbursements......... ... • . .• • . .. . . .. . . . $43,945 50 

Outstanding liabilities.. • • .. . . . . . . .. . . . . • • •• . . . '1,66'1 86 

Labor to 1st April, 6 days (estimated) ......... , . 1,870 01 

$53,483 37 
Less gas contracts paid and unpaid...... $6,884 10 

" two museums.... ... ....... ....... 3,424 2'1 
10,308 3'1 

43,1'15 00 

$89,325 00 

Estimated expenses at 36 Union Square, including rent, for 9 mos.. 1,250 00 

Amount available for 9 mos. for labor and materials .............. , $88,075 00 

A.verage for each month ..•••....••............••..•...•...... , $9,'186 00 
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it is possible that by economy there may hc a surplm from some of the follow

ing appropriations: 

.Museums.. . .. ...... . ....... _ .. " ..... . 

G as for the year ........................ . 

Police fUll d ............................. . 

Salaries .............................. . 

Musie ..............•.................. 

Harlem Bridges .........•............... 

$30,000 

25,000 

11 0,000 

5.),000 

5,000 

40,000 

After consideration of the subject, the PRESIDENT offered the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be, and he is here
by, directed not to allow the wages for' maintenance of parks 
and places to exceed the sum of $4,500 fortnightly; and in 
order to accomplish this result, he is also directed to shorten 
the hours of work, or from time to time to suspend such por
tions of the work as may be advisable. 

Adopted. 

Pay-rolls. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That in pursuance of the advice and opinion of the 

Counsel to the Corporation, the following named employes be 
in future paid on the officers' and clerks' monthly pay-roll, and 
that their pay be charged to the appropriation for salaries; 
namely, A. Krause, draughtsman, F. C. A. Hecker and A.1\1. 
Whittemore, messengers. 

Adopted. 
(Minutes, April 5, 1876, p. 728.) 

Gravel and broken stolle for 23d and 24th Wards. 

Oommis::lioner WILLIAMSON presented three requisitions made 
by the Su!-,erintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, each dated 

April 4th, 1876, for gravel and broken stone, for the purpose of 

repaving the roads, &c., in the 23d and 24th Wards, the total 
amount of said requisitions being 950 cubic yards of gravel and 
2,400 cubic yards of broken stone, and stated that the estimated 

cost of same exceeded $1,000. He therefore moved that the 
Secretary be directed to prepare and insert the necessary ad
vertisements for proposals to deliver said gravel and broken 
stone. 



April 8, 1876.] 743 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agt'ee to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

77th Street. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President be requested to make applica

tion, on behalf of this Department, to the Common Council for 
an ordinance directing that 77th Street, from Eighth Avenue to 
Ninth Avenue, be regulated, graded, paved and guttered, and 
that the south sidewalk on said portion of said street be 
flagged. 

Adopted. 

Patrick Crotty. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that Pati'ick Crotty be 
appointed a foreman in the 23d and 24th Wards. 

(Minntes, March 30, 1876, p. 714.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Williamson, O'Donohue-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin-2. 

General Foreman in 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the office of general foreman in the 23d and 
24th Wards be, and hereby is, vacated and abolished. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Martin-I. 
Noes-Commissioners' Stebbins, Williamson, Q'Donohue-3. 
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Independence Day. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the subject of procuring fireworks and music 

and making other arrangements for the celebration of Inde
pendence Day (July 4th, 1876) be, and hereby is, referred to 
the Landscape Architect, with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board adjourn
ed at 5.45 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL .~h, 1876. 

9.30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening proposals for 
the following works and supplies: 

I.-Excavation, blasting, mason and stone-cutters' work at 
Museum of Art. 

(Minutes, Feb. 18, 1876, p. 636.) 

H.-Iron work at Museum of Art. 
(Minutes, Feb. 18, 1876, p. 636.) 

HI.-Lumber for construction of the Boat-house. 
(Minutes, March 3, 1876, p. 665.) 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

The COMPTROLLER of the City. 

The following proposals were received and publicly opened: 

I.-EXCAVATION, BLASTING, ETC. 

1. Owen Moran & L. Armstrong ...... 0 ... 0 ..... o •••• , • 0 ...... 0 •• $15,900 00 

2. John Hogan ......... 0 ........... 0 0 ...... 0 ...... , .. •• • ... • .. 19,000 00 

8. Palmer Sessions .• 0 .. • • •• • ••••••• 0 .... '" ....... 0 • • .. • • .. • •• 19,349 00 

-to Robert Montgomery ......... 0............................ ... 17,00000 
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IS. Hugh Ross. . • •. • . .. . . •. . . .. . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . • . . • . .• . .. $22,900 00 

6. D. C. Weeks &; Son ......• '" .....•...•. ...... .....•....•.. 14,980 00 

'T. John Mullins....... ................. ......•................ 24,590 00 

8. Thomas O'Hagan........... .................. ............... 19,550 00 

n.-IRoN WORK. 

1. Birdsall Cornell ............................. , ••••.. " •.•... , $8,'732 00 

2. The Watson Manufacturing Co........... ... .................. 9,500 00 

IH.-LUMBER. 

1. William H. Brown ........ , ••........ " ...•••............... $369 00 

WM.. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19th, 1876. 

REGULAR MEETING-10 O'OLOCK A. II. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" WILLIAMSON. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 8th and 12th 
msts. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Assessment Lists. 

From the Comptroller of the city, forwarding a copy of cer
tain prel1mbles and resolution adopted by the Board of Revis
ion and Correction of Assessments, prescribing the manner in 
which assessment rolls shall be made up. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had sent a copy of said pre
ambles and resolutjon to the Engineer and Surveyor of street 
openings and improvements, with directions to comply there
with in the preparation of assessment rolls, and moved that 
his action be approved. 

Adopted. _ .. 

Case for American Museum of Natural History. 

From the Comptroller of the city, calling the attention of the 
Department to a bill of $1,000 of Messrs. Smith & Crane, for 
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the construction of a case for the American Museum of Natural 
History, transmitted to him for payment, and stating that he 

has ascertained said case is not completed and will require an 

outlay of about $500 more to make it so. 

(Minutes, Dec. 23d, 1874, p. 424, & March 18th, 1876, p. 690.) 

Referred to the President to reply. 

Cleaning the Lakes in Central Park. 

From the Health Department, forwarding a copy of a report 
of Sanitary Inspector Hamilton, on the subject of the cleaning 
of the lakes in Central Park. 

(Minutes, March 29, 1876, p. 70ft) 

Westchester .Avenue and Eleventh Street in 23d and 24th Wards. 

Tompkins Square. 

From the Health Department, forwarding copies of reports 
of sanitary iuspectors upon the condition of Westchester A venue 
and Eleventh Street in the 23d and 24th Wards, and npon the 
danger to health arising from the condition of an excavation 
on Tompkins Square. 

(Minutes, March 18, 1876, p. 629.) 
The PRESlDE~"'T stated that he had referred the r~ports upon 

Westchester Avenue and 11th Street to the Engineer of Oon

struction for his report, and he presented a report of the 
Landscape Architect upon the subject of cleaning the lakes in 
Central Park and upon the excavation in Tompkins Square; 
and moved that a copy of said report of the Landscape Archi
tect be sent to the Health Department. 

Adopted. 
Oommissioner MARTIN then moved that the Superintendent 

be directed to proceed with the laying of the foundations for 
the" Grotto" in Tompkins Squ3,re, for which said excavation is 
made, and to make a back-filling to the depth of about three 
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feet above the ground water, as recommended in said report of 

the Landscape Architect. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commil:lsioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-So 

Foremen Flanagan and Geary. 

From the Superintendent of Parks stating that Foreman 

Geary was absent on account of sickness for four days, and that 
Foreman Flanagan was absent for a similar reason for about 
two weeks; and recommending that they both be allowed pay 
for the time they were absent. 

'J~he PRESIDENT moved that both of said foremen be allowed 
full pay for the time they were absent on account of sickness 
as stated by the Superintendent of Parks. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-So 

Painters. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that as it is 
necessary that a number of architectural structures and other 
works should be .painted at this season of the year, he re
quires two first-class painters immediately. 

Commissioner MARTIN moved that two painters be appointed. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-So 
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Streets in 24th Ward. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting three 
similar maps or plans and pIOfiles of streets, roads and 

avenues near Jerome Park station, and within a portion of 

that section of the 24th Ward which is bounded by Jerome 
Avenue, Woodlawn Cemetery, the Harlem Railroad and the 
Southern Boulevard, prepared for filing as heretofore di
rected. 

(Minutes, December 3, 1875, p. 450.) 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Henry G. Stebbins, the President, and one of 

the officers of the Board of Commissioners of the Department 
of Public Parks of the city of New York be, and he hereby is, 
designated and directed by the said Board to certify and file, as 
provided by law, said three similar maps or plans and profiles, 
showing the location, width, courses, windings and grades of 
streets, Toads and avenues in the 24th Ward of the city of 
New YOTk, at or near Jerome Park station on the Harlem Rail
road, as the same have been, and are hereby, laid out and 
determined by the Commissioners of the Department of Pub
lic Parks in pursuance of Chapter 604 of the Laws of 1874, 
passed June 5th, 1874, which said maps or plans and profiles 
are signed" J. J. R. Croes, Civil and Topographical Engineer" 
and are dated" New York, April 14, 1876." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
Aye8-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, \Villiamson-3. 

Repairs, &c., to Roads, Sewers, &c., in the 23d ani! 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, report
ing upon the communications of the Health Department upon 
the condition of the following s~reets, roads, &c., in the 23d 

and 24th Wards, viz.: Railroad Avenue, Fordham Avenue, Re
ceiving basin at southeast corner of Third Avenue and 169th 
Street, 169th Street and 170th Street. 

(Minutes, March 30, 1876, p. 714, and ApTil 8, 1876, p. 738.) 
Referred to Commissioner Martin. 
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Wm. E. Beames, Geo. H. Harrison. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, stating that Mr. W m. E. Beames, 
late Property Clerk, and Mr. Geo. H. Harrison, late Clerk, had 
be~m employed in their duties on February 1st, 1876, but that 
they had not been allowed pay for it on the pay-roll. 

Oommissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said Wm. E. Beames 

and Geo. H. Harrison be allowed pay for said 1st day of Feb
ruary on the next pay-roll of the officers and clerks at a rate 15 
per cent. less than than that paid to them prior to January 1, 
1876. 

(Minutes January 31st, 1876, p. 566.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, 

as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Aquarium-American Museum of l'iatural History. 

From'Mr. Albert S. Bickmore, Superintendent of the Ameri
can Museum of Natural History, forwarding a copy of a mem
orial addressed by the Trustees of the said Museum to the 
Legislatute, asking that an appropriation of fifty thousand 
donars be made to this Department for the purpose of estab
lishing an aquarium in connection with the said Museum. 

Commissioner MARTIN then. offered the following preambles 
and resolutions: 

Whereas, It is a part of the "plan which has been authorized 
by the Legislature for the construction of buildings for the 
Museum of Natural History, and which has been carried out 
by this Department, to its prefOent stage, to extend the build
ings as the occasions of the Museum may require. 

Whereas, An aquarium is a proper part of the purposes of 
the Museum. 

Resolved, That the application be approved, leaving it to the 
discretion of the Legislature whether to make the appropriation 
at the present time. 
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Resolved, That the President be requested to address the 
Legislature on this subject. 

Adopted. 

Exhibition of the N. Y. Horticultural Association. 

From the Superintending Gardener, requesting permIssIOn 

to exhibit certain plants belonging to the Department at an 
exhibition to be held by the New York Horticultural Associa

tion during the month of June. 
The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Gardener be 

given permission to exhibit said plants as requested. 

Adopted. 

Menagerie. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, requesting permission 
to lend to Messrs. Barnum & Nathans, during the summer 

months, a panther, and stating that Messrs. Barnum & 

Nathans' offer to leave in the Menagerie, as security, a tiger. 
Referred to the President, with power. 

Boats on Harlem Meer. 

From Mr. Cornelius J. Kane, asking permISSIOn to place 
boats on Harlem Meer in the Central Parle 

(Minutes, July 21,1875, p. 138.) 

Referred to the Executive Committee to report. 

Athletic Sports in Central Park. 

From Mr. Alex. S. Webb, President of the College of the 

city of New York, and others, asking that the students of said 
college may have the use of the base ball gronnds in Central 
Park on Saturdays, for athletic sports. 

Referred to the Landscape Architect to report upon. 

Restoration of Laborers. 

The PRESIDENT presented the applications which are endorsed 
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by the Superintendent of Parks, of the following laborers for res
toration, they having been absent from work on account of sick
ness, viz.: Michael Haffey, mason, and John McAllister, la

borer, and moved that they be laid on the table. 

Adopted. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the Minutes: 

Department of Public Parks, in account with 

David B. Williamson, Treasurer. 

18'76. CR. 

April 5. By balance ............................... . $1,736 26 

April 5} 
to " cash· received, rents and licenses ........... . 

April ]9. 
332 72 

$2,068 98 

1876. DR. 

April 5} 
to To cash paid into City Treasury .... '" ...... . 

April 19. 
8349 72 

April 19. "balance .......•.....•.•.••..•..•••.•.•. 1,'719 26 
$2,068 98 

(Signed) DAVID B. ·WILl.IAMSON, 

T"easurer, D. P. P. 
Wednesday, April 19, 1876, 

9.30 A. M. 

Excavation, Blasting, &c., MU8~um of Art. 

The PRESIDENT offered thE' following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.6) of Messrs. D. C. Weeks 

& Son, for the excavation, blasting, mason and stone cutters' 
work at the Museum of Art building, be accepted as the lowest 
bid; that the contract be awarded to said D. C. Weeks & Son, 
and that the President be, and he hereby is, authorized to ex
ecute the same for and on behalf of this Department. 

. (Minutes, April 12, 1876, p. 745.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the a:ffi.rma~ 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Iron Work, Museum of Art. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the proposal (No.1) of Mr. Birdsall Cornell, 
for £he iron work required at the Museum of Art building, be 
accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract be awarded to said 
Birdsall Cornell, and that the President be, and he hereby is, 
authorized to execute the same for and on behalf of this De
partment. 

(Minutes, April 12th, 1876, p. 746.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the mem bel'S of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Lumber for Boat-house. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON offered t.he following preambles 
and resolution: 

Whereas, 1\11'. William H. Brown was the sole bidder for 
supplying the lumber required for the construction of the Boat
house, abel 

Whereas, The price at which he offers to supply said lumber 
is less than $1,000; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be, and hereby is, authorized 
to issue an order to said William H. Brown to deliver said 
lumber at the price contained in his proposal therefor. 

(Minutes, April 12th, 1876, p. 746.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined 
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in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the Board adjourned at 
12 o'clock M., to meet on Thursday, the 20th inst., at 9.30 
o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 90th, 1876. 

9.30 O'CLOCK A. ]1[. 

Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening proposals for 
lighting the public lamps in the parks, squares, places and 
bridges under the control of this Department, with gas or 
other illuminating material, from May 1st, 1876, to December 
31st, 1876, both days inclusive. 

(Minutes, March 18, 1876, p. 698.) 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" WILLIAlISON. 

THE COMPTROLLER OF THE OITY. 

The following proposals were received and publicly opened; 
in all of which the illuminating material proposed to be used 
is gas. 

~1i I t ~.gf 1.: ~. ~ ~ .~ ~ 
" - .... :;:; d ::; 90 90 !: d 

NAME OF COlllPANY MAKING oS!i.;' U ~ ". S' .,; ~ ~ ci. _§ 
..... • .<11".<1 '0- .sal """ ;;;" ~ &,nOPOBAL. d p... ~ bD o"as w::B H ~ ...:l~ zrt:l 8rd 

~~§ I~~ i.clog .cI~ .ciS .CI 1f .cI$ .c=! 
~H)1 I ~ rn ~.! ~ f _:i f _:i f ~;fl g~ 
~ r:"l r:"l ill f'< ~ r:"l r:"l 

-------------,---- -- ---,----

No.1, New York GasLight Co ...•. ' $16 00 1$150 $150 '3.50 $3511 ,1000 $1000 $350 

No.2, Manhattan Gas Light Co.. .. 16 00 I 1 50 1 50 3 50 I 3 50 10 00 10 00 .. 

N o. 3, Metropolitan Gas Light Co. 20 00 300 300 <l0l '00 1000 1000 .. 
N o. <l, Harlem Gas Light Co, •••••• 2<l00 300 300 "00 " 00 1000 108' .. 
N o. 5. New York Mutual Gas Light 

150\S5t Co .............................. 1600 150 350 1000 1000 .. 
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The New York Gas Light Company proposed to light the 
public lamps in the public parks and places within that portion 
of the city of New York bounded as follows, namely: "All 
lying south of Grand Street, Sullivan Street, and Canal Street in 
the city of New York." 

The Manhattan Gas Light Company proposed to light the 
public lamps in the public parks and places within that portion 
of the city of New York bounded as follows: "On the north 
by Thirty-fourth Street; on the south, by Grand Street." 

The Metropolitan Gas Light Company proposed to light the 
public lamps in. the following public parks and places, viz.: 
"Reservoir Park, Park Avenue Parks, Plaza at Fifty-eighth 
and Fifty-ninth Streets and Fifth Avenue, entrance to the Cen
tral Park at Fifth Avenue and Fifty-ninth Street, Circle at 
Fifty-ninth Street and Broadway, Transverse Road No.1 and 
the south side of Transverse Road No.2." 

The Harlem Gas Light Company proposed to light the pub
lic lamps ill the public parks and places within that portion of 
the city of New York bounded as follows, namely: "By a 
line commencing at the intersection of the centre line of 
Seventy-ninth Street and the East River; running thence along 
the centre line of said Seventy-ninth Street and the centre line 
of Transverse Road No.2, to the Hudson River; thence along 
said Hudson River to Spuyten Duyvil Creek; thence along said 
Creek to the Harlem River; thence along said Harlem River and 
through the draws in the Central and Third A venue bridges to 
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the East River, and thence along the East River to the centre 
line of Seventy-ninth Street, the place of beginning." 

The New York Mutual Gas Light Company proposed to light 
the public lamps in the following public parks and places, 
namely: "Cooper Institute Park, Jackson Square, Tompkins 
Square, Washington Square, Washington Monument, Union 
Square, Madison ~quare, Worth Monument, and the Candel
abra situated at the intersections of Twenty-third Street and 
twenty-fourth Street with Broadway." 

The Comptroller having then retired, the Board met III ad
journed session. 

Pr~sent-Commissioner STEBB:NS, President. 

" 
" 

MARTIN, 
WILLIAMSON. 

A communication was received from Commissioner O'Dono
hue, stating that he was unable to attend. 

On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the Board adjourned 
without transacting any business, to meet on Friday, the 21st 
inst., at 3.30 o'clock P. M. . 

Wx. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 
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FR, DAY, APRIL 21st, 1878. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-S.SO O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Uommissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" WILLIAlIBoN. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 19th and 20th 
insts. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

The Unexpended Balances of 18'75. 

From the Comptroller of the city, requesting this Depart
ment to adopt'a resolution consenting "to the transfer by the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment to such purposes as 
they may deem proper" of the unexpended balances of the 
appropriations for 1875. 

Referred to the Executive Committee to report. 

Battery Park-Elevated Railroad. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of a resolution adopted by the Board of Aldermen, requesting 
that copies of all papers and documents relating to the granting 
of the permission to the New York Elevated Railway Company 
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to construct its road across the Battery Park, be transmitted 
to said Board of Aldermen. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had replied to said resolution 
by sending copies of the same documents, &c., as had been 
previously sent to the Assembly on the same subject, and 
moved that his action be approved and said communication 
filed. 

(Minutes, March 18th, 1876, p. 671.) 

Adopted. 

Berrian Avenue. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of'the following preamble and resolution, viz. : 

lVlzereaH, The recent storms have undermined the sidewalks of Berrian Avenue, 
having washed away the earth, and the flag-stones are, in many places, so sunken 
and broken as to render them positively dangerous to life and limb, and this 
danger is augmented by reason of the avenue not yet being lighted; be it there
fore 

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of Parks, by whose per
mission and nnder whose direction the work of flagging was performed, be, and 
they are hereby, directed to compel the owners of property at once to have said 
sidewalks thoroughly repaired and put iu good order. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, April 13, 1876. 
A majority of all the members elected voting in favor thereof. 
Approved by the Mayor, April 19, 1876. 

(Minutes, Nov. 29, 1875, p. 435.) 
Referred to the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, 

with instructions to notify the owners of prope~ty along said 
avenue to comply with the requirements of said resolution. 

Washington Square Roadway. 

From the Landscape Architect and Superintending Engineer, 
reporting that the roadway through Washington Square is in 
a very bad condition, and recommending that, if the Depart
menthas a sufficient appropriation for the purpose, the road
way be paved throughout with stone block pavement, the 
estimated cost of which is $16,000 ; but that, if there is not a 
sufficient appropriation at present, that it be temporarily re
paired, by cleaning out the rut-holes to a depth sufficient to give 
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a good foundation, and then filling them up with broken stone 
and gravel. 

Also from the Superintending Engineer, stating that if the 
eastern portion of said roadway only is paved with stone blocks, / 
the cost will be about $6,000, and that the remainder can be 
repaired in the manner recommended with broken stone and 
gravel for a sum not exceeding $1,000. 

(Minutes, March 30, 1876, p. 725.) 
Also from Mr. W. W. Averell, President of the Grahamite 

and Trinidad Asphalt Pavement 00., making a proposition t~ 
lay an Asphalt pavement on said roadway. 

Oommissioner Martin then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the eastern portion of the roadway through 

Washington Square, leading from Fifth A venue to South Fifth 
Avenue, be paved with stone blocks; that the Superintending 
Engineer be directed to prepare the specifications therefor, 
and that the Secretary thereupon insert the necessary advertise
ments for proposals. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
the;reof,as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson O'Don
ohue-4. 

High Bridge Park Hotel. 

From Mr. N. A. Lespinasse, lessee of the hotel at High 
Bridge Park, making a proposition to improv.e said park and 
hotel on condition of his obtaining an extension of his lease. 

(Minutes, Jan. 8, 1874, p. 514.) 
Referred to the Superintendent of Parks to report upon. 

Thomas English. 

FromMr; N. H. Decker, and others, requesting that Mr. 
Thomas English be appointed keeper of Oentral Bridge. 

Laid on the table. 
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Audit. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and auditfld the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Ames Plow Co., plow and harrow ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Am. Dist. Tel'g Co., rent and services .. City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . $'1 '14 

Maint. awl Govmt. 

P.andP....... 258 

Alcott, C. W., &; Co., kindling wood ... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards, etc. 

Bigelow BIU(, Stone Co., sewer cover ... MainL. 23d and 

24th Warde .... 

Cooper, Hewitt &; Co., galvanized wire.Maint. and Govmt. 
P. and P ...... . 

Claflin, H. B., &; Co., sewing silk ....... Maint and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Crissey, Wm. V., &; Co., paper ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ........ 

Edwards, Chas. A., rubber hose ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

PandP ........ . 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas meter ...... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ....... 
Holbrook, E. F., &; Bros., glazier's dia-

monds, etc ...•................ Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ...... . 
Hunter, Kellel' &; Co., steam-pipe .... , . Maint. and Govrnt. 

P.and P ....... 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and P ...•.•• 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Maint., &;c., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

$29 10 

3'142 

10 03 

$25 35 

10 32 

6 50 

20 00 

6 50 

'1 3'1 

5 50 

11250 

93 90 

'1 00 

'1M 
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Irwin, Wm., petty exp.enses ........... Surveying, laying 

out 23d and 24th 

Wards, etc ..... 

_ Mus. Nat'! His-

tory ........ .. 

Labagh, W m. 0., salt ............ ~ •••. Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Martin, J. M. C., &; Sous, feather dusters. Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards,etc. 

Mallory &; Co., marline and punch ..•.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..••• ,. 

McDermott, John, meat .•..•..•....... Maint and Govrnt. 

P. and P ....... 

Quackenbush, Townsend &; Co., hard-, 

ware .................... , ..... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

Quintard, Geo. W., cast-iron blocks .... Harlem R. B. Reps., 

Impt., etc ...... 

Roosevelt, Sam'I, &; Co, hnrdware ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ..... ,. 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Impt., etc. 

Snyder &; Black, maps of Battery. •• •. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Tone, Theo F., coal. .. _ .......... , . Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Impt., etc. 

Van Ripir, Chas., spikes .... " ...... Maint .• etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Vanderbilt Bros., grass seed ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

ParksandP ••.• 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

$025 

78 
$77 58 

548 

3 03 

11 97 

198 1)0 

! Ii 

79 43 

$40 80 

13 50 

'1 00 
61 30 

26 00 

7 00 

11 25 

$29 00 

1'1 00 
4600 
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Watrous & Willson, lumber ........... City: Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Museum Natural 

History F ...... 

Warner, Wyllys H., grate bars ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

ParksandP ...• 

The World, advertising ............... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks andP .•.. 

Museum 'of Art ..• 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

$37 65 

100 00 

----

$4 00 

3 20 

2 80 

-----

Maiutenance aud Government of Parks and Places. . . .. . . . $636 00 

City Parks Improvemeut Fund......... ............... . 116 11 

Harlem River Bridges-Repairs, Improvement and Main. 

tenance ..•..••••.••.................... '" ..... . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ................. . 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc ..... . 

Museum Natural History ..•........................... 

Museum of Art ................ , .....•..•••........... 

93 43 

41 28 

11 89 

100 78 

3 20 

[Friday, 

$137 65 

27 90 

10 00 

"---
$1,00~ 69 

-- $1,00269 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of one thousand and two dollars and 

sixty.nine cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, April 18, 1876. 

DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, t Auditillg 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, f Oommittee. 
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The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report tha.t they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for IJ.pproval: 

Affleck, W m., & Co., oats and straw ••.. Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Byrne, J. E., oats and straw ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

ParksandP ••.. 

Cartwright, W m., fish and vegetables .•. M aint. and Govmt. 

Parks andP •..• 

Central Gas Light Co., gas ..•...•..••. HarlemR. B. Reps., 

Impt., &c ••..... 

Croes, J. Jas. R., petty expenses ...... Surveying, laying 

out, &c., 23d and 

24th Wards, &c. 

Fischer, W. L., petty expense ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... ~ 

Gates, Church E., & Co., lumber ...... Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ........ .. 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas, March ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Harlem R. Bridges 

Reps., Impt., &c. 

King, J os., keep of horse .. . ......... Surv'g, laying out, 

&c .. 23d and 24th 

Wards, &c ...... 

Mallory & Co., maps, paint, rope, &c ... Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Harlem R. Bridges 

Reps., Impt., &c. 

Maint., 23d and 

24th Wards .•.• 

/ Museum Natural 

History ....... . 

$162 17 

119 05 

91 60 

60 00 

3344 

$3 '11 

11 14 

---- 14 85 

72 00 

$200 10 

6900 

---- 269 10 

30 00 

$154 67 

63 09 

87 35 

2 35 

1 80 
309 26 
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Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas, March .. Maint. and Govrnt. 

Parks and P •... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas-meter.Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P .... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, March .Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P ...• 

New York Gas Light Co., gas, March .. !faint. and Govmt. 

Parks and p •.•• 

Simpson, A., bread •........•.. , ... , . Maint. and Govmt. 
Parks and P .... 

United Farmers' Milk Co., milk ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

Parks and P •••• 

Vaux, C., commissions ................ Museum Natural 

History ....... . 

Wotherspoon Bros., land plaster ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Wheatly, R. R., oats, hay and straw .... Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .. '" ..• $2,327 83 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Main-

tenance ................ , .. .. .. ... . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 216 35 

City Parks Improvement Fund ...................... " _ 274 23 

Maintenance, 23d and 24th Wards.......... ............. 112 94 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc.... . . . 63 44 

Museum of Natural History ......................... '" 3,530 62 

[Friday, 

$546 00 

72 25 

413 00 

471 00 

71 78 

22 50 

3,528 82 

200 00 

38 59 

$6,525 41 

$6,525 41 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of sixty-five hundred and twenty-five 

dollars and forty-one cents. 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, lAuditing 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE,l Committee. 

New York, April 15th, 1876. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
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above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay

ment. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don

ohue-4. 

Police. 

The PRESIDENT reported that Park-keeper B. Lynch and 
Gate-keeper J. Cross had been charged by the Lieutenant with 
neglect of duty on the morning of April 14, 1876. That he had 
investigated the charges, which were substantially admitted by 
the officers, and he recommended that each be fined two days' 

pay. 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that the consideration of said 

charges and the recommendation of the President be laid 
over. 

Adopted. 
Commissioner WlLLIAMSON, whom the President had desig

nated to conduct the trial of Gate-keeper Wm. B. Love on a 
charge of neglect of duty, in that he was asleep in his gate- box 
on the 4th inst., reported that he found said gate-keeper guilty 
of the charge, and he recommended that he be fined two days' 

pay. 
Oommissioner MARTIN moved that the consideration of said 

charge and the recommendation of the Commissioner be laid 
over. 

Adopted. 

Third Avenue Paving. 

Oommissioner WILLIAMSON, to whom was referred the bill of 
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Mr. W m. H. Grant, Engineer, for professional services in examin
ing the pavement of Third Avenue in the 23d Ward, laid uuder 
Mr. John B. Devlin's contract, verbally reported that said ex

amination was made after Mr. Grant had ceased to be connected 

with the DepartmQnt as an employe, and that he had made said 

examination in pursuance of directions from the President, for 

the benefit of the Department, and he therefore recommended 
that he be allowed $250 as a fair compensation for said work. 

(Minutes, March 30, 1876, p. 716.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted, and the 
recommendation therein adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it wa~ determined in the negative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Williamson-2. 
Noes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Requisition-City Parks Improvement Fund. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Oomptroller of the Oity of New York be, 

and he is hereby, required forthwith to create and issue, in such 
manner and under such regulations as he shall determine, a 
public fund or stock, to be denominated" Oity Parks Improve
ment Fund," to the amount of one hundred thousand dollars 
($100,000), as authorized by Ohap. 608, Laws of 1875, for the 
improvement and rE'gulation of the several parks, squares and 
places now under the control and management of the Depart
ment of Public Parks. 

(Minutes, January 31,1876, p. 570.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don
ohue-4. 
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Lighting the Parks, &c. 

Commissioner MARTIN offered the following preambles and 
resolution: 

Whereas, Three of the companies who proposed to supply gas 
to this Department on the 20th of April, 1876, afterwards on 
the same day proposed to the Department of Public Works to 
furnish gas at lower rates, to wit: 

============--=-=-=;=-----===:;====== 

COMPANY. 

New York Gas Light Co ........ . 

Manhattan Gas Light Co ........... " .. , 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co ............. . 

Harlem Gas Light Co ................... ! 
I 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co .......... , i 
I 

Per J"amp for 8 Per Lamp for 8 
Months for the Months for the 
Department 0 Department of 
Public Parks. Public Works. 

$16 

16 

20 

24 

16 

$14 

14 

20.12t 

24 

13.75 

Whereas, There is no reason for charging a higher price to 
one Department than to the other; and, '-." 

Whereas, There was but one bidder for each of three districts, 
and but two for the fourth, whose bids are precisely alike, so 
that there was not, in fact, any competition among the biJners, 

Resolved, That all the bids be rejected, and that a new 
advertisement be published for proposals. 

(Minutes, April 20, 1876, p. 757.) 

The ~RESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson, O'Don~ 
ohue-4. • 

Treasurer's Accounts. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that the President and 
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Oommissioner O'Donohue, the Oommittee appointed to exam
ine and audit the Treasurers accounts up to April 1st, 1876, be 

authorized and instructed to continue said examination up to 

May 1st, 1876, and to audit said accounts up to that date. 

(Minutes, March 30, 1876, p. 726.) 

Adopted. 

'fhird Avenue Paving-. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had directed J. D. Armstrong 
and Isaac Bodine, two of the former inspectors on the work of 

paving Third Avenue, to resume their duties on the section 

from 147thStreet to Westchester Avenue, and that the work was 

now proceeding on that section. 
(Minutes, March 18, 1876, p. 698.) 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Inspector Isaac Bodine be suspended until the 

work on the section of said Third A venue, from Westchester A ve
nue to the northern boundary of the 23d Ward shall be com
menced, and that Henry Matthews be appointed in his place 
as an inspector upon the section south of Westchester Avenue. 

Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said resolution be 
laid over for further consideration. 

Adopted. 

Commissioners' Badge. 

Oommissioner WILLIAMSON then presented a Oommissioner's 
badge similar in all respects to the one he has worn as a com

missioner, and moved that it be accepted in lieu of the badge he 
had worn, and that he be permitted to keep his badge after his 
term of office has expired. 

(Minutes, May 6, 1874, p. 2.)' 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in lavor 
thereof, as follows : 

Aye.~-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, O'Donohue-3. 

On motion of Commissioner MARTIN, the Board adjourned at 
5.30 o'clock P. M., to meet on Friday, the 28th inst., at 4 o'clock 
P.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Sem'etary, D. P. P. 
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FRIDAY, APRIL 28th, 1 S7«. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4 O'OLOClt P. M. 

Present...:....Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 

" MARTIN. 

" WULIAMSON. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 21st inst. were 
rflad and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Lighting of the Pl!blic Lamps in the Parks, &c. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, stating that. in his 
bpinion, the Department had a right to reject all the proposals 
for lighting the public lamps in the parks, &0., which were re
ceived on the 20th inst., on the following grouuds : 

That in the districts proposed to be lighted by the New York 
Gas Light Co., the Metropolitan Gas Light Co. and the Harlem 
Gas Light Co., "there was no competition within the range of 
legal possibility." • 

That in a recent decision in the Court of Appeals it haH been 
held "that the procuring of gas for the public lamps did not 
" come within the meaning of the ordinary term of procuring 
"supplies, and also that, as there could be no competition, the 
"provisions of law relating to the public Jetting of contracts 
" could not be considered as applying." 

That as the Manhattan Gas Light 00. and the New York 
Mutual Gas Light Co. propose to light the same di~t, and 
as their bids are precisely alike, both bids shol1ld ~ :t;E)jected,. 
and proposals re-advertised for. -

Filed. 
(Minutes, April 21st, 1876, p. 7rl.) 
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. The PRESIDENT stated that, in compliance with the directions 

of the Board at the last meeting, and of the advice of the 
Counsel to the Corporation, advertisements for proposals to 
light the public lamps in the parks, &c., between 34th Street 

and Grand, Sullivan and Canal Streets, had been re-published. 

City Hall Park. 

From the President of the Fire Department, requesting that 
permission be granted to that department to have a walk laid 

along the west side of the building situated at the corner of 
Centre and Chambers streets, in the City Hall Park, extending 
from the sidewalk un Chambers street to a side door in said 
building, a distance of about twenty feet, and of a width of about 
three' and one-half feet. 

The PRESIDENT shded that he had given the permission asked, 

on the condition that said walk be laid according to the plans, 

and under the direction of the Landscape Architect of this De
partment, and moved that his action be approved. 

Adopted. 

Assessment Maps, Twenty-thil'd and Twenty-fourth Wal'ds. 

From the Comptroller of the city, acknowledging the receipt 
of a number of Assessment Maps of improvements in the late 

town of Morrisania. 
(Minutes; March 18th, 1876, p. 673.) 

Filed. 

East River Park. 

From the Landscape Architect, reporting upon a plan for 
opening the East River Park, in a manner to meet the present 

requirements, in WHich he recommends that the houses and 
buildings now on it ,be repaired and somewhat modified, and 

placed in the charge of a suitable person. That the removal 
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of said houses and buildings at present would not be advise .. 
able. 

(Minutes, March 29th, 1876, p. no.) 
Commissioner MARTIN moved that said report be received 

and referred to the Landscape Architect and Superintending 

Architect to report a general plan, and estimate the cost, of the 
improvements recommended therein. 

Adopted. 

From Mr. Hetman Sulzer, offering $100 per month for the 
use and occupation of said East River Park, and the houses 
and buildings thereon. 

Laid on the table. 

Plaza at ]<'ifth Avenue and Fifty-nintb Street. 

From the Landscape Architect, reporting upon the subject 
of paving the roadway at the Plaza, Fifth Avenue and Fifty
ninth Street, and laying cross-walks for foot passengers at the 
same locality. 

(Minutes, March 30th, 1876, p. 714.) 
Laid on the table. 

Athletic Sports in Oentral Park. 

From the Landscape Architect, reporting upon the applica
tion of Mr. Alex. S. Webb, President of the Oollege of the Oity 
of New York, and others, asking permission for the students 
of said eollege to use the base ball grounds in Central Park on 
Saturdays for Athletic sports, as follows: 

" The ball grounds are reserved for the boys of the common 
" schools and are inadequate for their use." 

(Minutes, April 19th, 1876, p. 752.) 
Commissioner WILLIAMSON moved that said report be re

ceived, and that for the reasons therein stated the Department 
decline to grant the permission asked. 

Adopted. 
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'the Belvedere. 

From the Superiutending Architect, estimating that if the 
Belvedere is finished by contract it would cost; together with 
the material on hand, $16;000 to do so. 

Laid on the table. 

Morningside Park Sewer; 

From the Superintending Engineer; stating that the con
tractor for the construction of the sewer in Morningside Park 
has delivered some material and is now ready to begin work, 
which cannot safely be proceeded with until an inspector, an 
assistant engineer and a rodman or chainman are appointed. 

(Minutes, January 10, 1876, p. 511.) 

La:id on the table. 

Musenm of Natural Hietory. 

From Messrs. D. C. Weeks &; Son, stating that they are de
layed from completing their ('ontract for the mason work of 
the Museum of Natural History building on account of other 
contractors not having their WOl'k sufficiently advanced. That 
only about $4,000 worth of work remains to be done, when they 
will be entitled to their final payment of $18,896, and asking 
for a payment on account of $12,000. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had directed the Superintend
ing Architect to examine said application, and that if he found 
the facts to be all stated, to prepare an estimate for a payment 
on account as requested. That the Superintending Architect 
had prepared said estimate for a payment on account of $12,000, 
which he presented. 

He therefore muved that Messrs. D. C. Weeks & Son, con
tractors, be paid the sum of $L2,000 on account of the final pay
ment of their contract for the mason work of the Museum of 
Natural History building. 
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The PBEsmENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was 'determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes~Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Mlltthew Cox. 

Froin Mr. Matthew Cox, asking to be reappointed to his 
former position in the Civil and Topographical Engineering 
force. 

(Minutes, March 1, 1876, p. 651.) 
Laid on the table. 

Sewer in 143d Street. 

The PRESIDENT stated that, as empowered by the resolution 
of the ;Board of February 2d, 1876, he had made the necessary 
arrangements for the construction of the sewer in 143d Street 
by the owners of the adjoining property, and that the sewer 
was now completed. That he had required the said property 
owners, before commencing said work, to deposit with the De
partment the sum of. $127.50 to pay the expenses of an 
inspector and also of the Engineer and Surveyor of street open
ings and his assistant. 

He then moved that the Treasurer be directed and author
ized to pay from said sum so deposited the amounts due to 
said inspector and Engineer and Surveyor and his assistant 
for work ill connection with said sewer. 

(Minutes, February 2, 1876, p. 575.) 
The PRESIDENT put the question wh~ther the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative 
. a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, at> follows: 

.Ayes-tJotninissionersStebbins, Martin,Williamson-3. 
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()1d. U nirortris. 

The TREASURER presented the account of sales of the late 

auction of old uniforms, which shows the following results, 
VIZ. : 

Amount received for sales ..... 

Disbursements; auction fees, &c ............ " .... . 

$151 75 

64 62 

Net proceeds. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $87 13 

And he moved that said account of sales be accepted and 
approved. 

(Minutes, March 30, 1875, p. 723.) 
Adopted. 

Minutes. 

Commissioner ·WILLIAMSON moved that the Secretary be 

directed to have twenty copies of the minutes and documents 
. for the year ending April 30th, 187G, bound, and th9.t they be 
distributed only upon the order of the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, 'Villiamson-3. 

Bridges over Harlem River. 

Commissioner MARTIN called np and offered the following 

preambles and resolution, which he had offered on the 30th 

March, 1876, viz. : 

Whet'eas, On the 21st March, 1876, the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment made an appropriation for the purpose of 
proyiding for the expense of constructing a bridge over the 
Harlem River, and 

Whereas, The Engineer of Construction has reported that 
for the bridge at 139th ana I38th Streets there will be required 
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for sounding, from the scow, a party of four laborers, who shall 
be selected men, with an engineer, inspector or assistant. 

Resolved, That four men be appointed to make the soundings 
required for the completion of the plans and specifications of 
the said bridge, and their pay charged to the fund for its con
struction. 

(Minutes March 30th, 1876, p. 723). 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preambles and resolution, and.it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of tlie Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

Restoration of Laborers. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Superintendent of Parks 
recommended that u laborer named Thomas Deenan, who had 
been absent on account of sickness, be restored, and he moved 
that the Superintendent of ParIrs be authorized to restore said 
laborer as recommended. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Martin, Williamson-3. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 5.30 
o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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