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All three Linden species
Leaf shape Leaves in this guide have similar
varies: may be 2’-5"long; clusters of fragrant flowers
mitten-shaped [ white and i (which turn into seeds) Undersides of
or have 3-5 lobes hairy undemeath attached to a leaf-like blade leaves are fuzzy Elongated acoms
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Long bean- Sandpapery
LY Only lke seed LY leaf: tricolor calico Sand :
! ) . e ; papery leaf; )
Bark peels off Weeping form; Dogwood with pods; big : Bark is orange
in papery sheets bark has lenticels o altemate leaves leaves o Smooth silver bark Gigantic leaves Bark has lenticels patchwork bark warty silver bark when scratched
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s \ Urban stressors such as dog waste, litter,
0o \/ o drought, soil compaction, and aggressive
’ \[' weeds threaten the health of street trees—
R §g especially during the first five years after
\‘7 they are planted. However, studies show that
N J Leaves are often ) stewarding or caring for trees can make them
doubly compound; > three times more likely to survive (Boyce.
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| -~ out the entire root system. Leaving behind » Native perennials also help support
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NYC’s Top 24 Tree Species
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Leaves are often § “
doubly compound ‘{’
and tree may have
long, green or brown, Most common Leaves
twisting bean pods 5 oak species in NYC 2"-4"long
Japanese Zelkova % Red Maple % Green Ash %*
Zelkova serrata Acer rubrum Fraxinus pennsylvanica
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Bark has

lenticels; tree is
tightly vase-shaped

Ginkgo % Silver Maple % Cherry *
Ginkgo biloba Acer saccharinum Prunus cultivar
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Whorled leaf Undersides of ‘
arrangement; leaves are pale B Bark has
knobby twigs { to silvery white lenticels
Northern Red Oak % Sophora % Sweetgum *
Quercus rubra Styphnolobium japonicum Liquidambar styraciflua
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Acorns
tops perch
on the acorn Twigs Spherical fruit
bodylike a cap are green with sharp point
American Linden % Crimson King Maple ¢ American EIm *
Tilia americana Acer platanoides ‘Crimson King’  Ulmus americana
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Very geometric
Leaves leaves have
5”-6" long milky sap in petiole
Silver Linden % Purple Leaf Plum % Schubert Cherry %
Tilia tomentosa Prunus cerasifera Prunus virginiana
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long; white and Bark has Bark has
hairy undemeath pronounced lenticels lenticels
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Swamp White Oak %

Syringa reticulata
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Ulmus parvifolia
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Sandpapery
leaf; tricolor calico
patchwork bark
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Quercus bicolor
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Undersides of
leaves are fuzzy

FOOtba" Cherry % Purple Leaf Plum 4 Chokecherry [T European Hornbeam
Prunus cultivar Prunus cerasifera Prunus virginiana Carpinus betulus
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Bark is light
grey, smooth,
- and has
lenticels;
Bark has Bark has Bark has Narrow pores on the bark young trees
lenticels ; pronounced lenticels lenticels of tree bark and branches are columnar
Crabapple Serviceberry Flowering Dogwood Magnolia Sawtooth Oak Willow Oak
Malus cultivar Amelanchier cultivar Comus florida Magnolia cultivar Quercus acutissima Quercus phellos
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Buds are fuzzy
Shingle Hardy Japanese Black Persian Crepe Chinese European Two-Winged Black Kousa
Oak Rubber Tree  Snowbell Gum Ironwood Myrtle Fringetree Beech Silverbell Cherry Holly Dogwood
Quercus Eucommia Styrax Nyssa Parrotia Lagerstroemia Chionanthus Fagus Halesia Prunus llex Comus
imbricaria ulmoides Japonicus sylvatica persica cultivar retusus sylvatica diptera serotina cultivar kousa
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| Bark has Showy bracts go
Bud leaf scar lenticels; older Tough from
Leaves have wihite has three dots, Bark is smooth ' barklooks like leathery leaves white to ‘
rubbery fluid inside perfectly spaced and whitish o Smooth silver bark bumt comflakes with spiny teeth green g
Cockspur American American Japanese Southern European Chinese
Hawthorn Hophombeam Hornbeam Hornbeam Smoketree Magnolia Alder Chestnut
Crataegus Ostrya Carpinus Carpinus Cotinus Magnolia Alnus Castanea
crusgalli var. virginiana caroliniana Japonica coggygria grandiflora glutinosa mollissima
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j Stiff leaves Persistent
Trunk with fuzzy fruits look like
looks muscular brown undersides conifer cones
London Planetree % Norway Maple % Crimson King Maple % Red Maple % Sugar Maple
Platanus x acerifolia Acer platanoides Acer platanoides ‘Crimson King'  Acer rubrum Acer saccharum
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bark peels off and
looks like camouflage
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Sycamore Maple Tulip Poplar Sweetgum % Hedge Maple Amur Maple Hawthorn
Acer pseudoplatanus Liriodendron tulipifera Liquidambar styraciflua Acer campestre Acer ginnala Crataegus cultivar
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| Bud has two parts |
| like a duck bill; \ Spherical fruit Has milky \
/ Batman leaves with sharp points sap in the petiole
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Acer saccharinum Acer palmatum Ginkgo biloba
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ASIAN LONGHORNED
; Very fringy leaves | BEETLE .
Undersides o ) can be man \ Whorled lea
leaves are pale ! Call 1-877-STOP-ALB arrangement;

to silvery white

colors; tree rarely
more than 25’ tall

to report a sighting

three different

Shantung Black Tartar Trident Turkish
Maple Maple Maple Maple Hazelnut Sassafras
Acer Acer Acer Acer Corylus Sassafras
truncatum nigrum tataricum buergerianum columa albidum
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shapes of leaf

twigs are knobby

How to Use This Guide

@ Common Name

Norway Maple %*

@ Species Name
@ Frequency

@ Leaf Arrangement

@ Leaf Image

Acer platanoides
0000

v

Very geometric \

leaves have milky
sap in petiole

@ Common Name

You may know some species by a
slighly different name. There’s great
variation in common names. Please

use the common names we’ve provided.

@ Species Name

This is the unique, unvarying name that
scientists use to refer to a species.

@ Frequency

The green dots give an indication of
how likely you are to see a tree of this
species on the streets of New York City.

OO OO Frequent

©@O® Common

©® Uncommon

© Rare
American
Hornbeam
Carpinus
caroliniana
[ J

Trees that are especially

rare are given smaller

squares on the page. All

of the same information

is given. High five your

team whenever you find Trunk looks

one of these! muscular.

@ Leaf Arrangement

This icon appears whenever leaves join
directly across from each other on a twig
in an Opposite branching pattern. While
leaf shape varies within a species, the
Leaf Arrangement is always the same.

@ Leaf Image

The leaf photos are a jumping off point
for your identification. Use them to
narrow down your guesses but don’t
worry if the leaf in your hand doesn’t
look exactly like the leaf on the page.
Leaves on the same tree can vary
based on their age and location on a
branch, and trees of the same species
may have very different leaves from one
another. With practice you'll learn to
hone in on the details that matter.

(6) ID Tips

Use these notes to help you distinguish
between trees with similar leaves.

For some species the fruits, seeds, bark,
and branching shape may also

be helpful.

(7) Top 24 %

The 24 most common street trees
of New York City have a star by their
name, and they’re repeated on the
front and back covers of this guide
for easy reference.

Using Leaves to Identify Trees

Blade
The main body of the leaf

Lobe
Where the leaf blade
curves in towards the
midrib

Veins

When the leaf blade
makes a contour towards
the midrib

Midrib

The primary vein leading
through the center of the
leaf blade to the twig

Petiole
The stem-like part of the
leaf that joins to the twig

Leaf Shapes

This guide organizes the most common
leaf shapes into 11 broad categories,
indicated in green squares.

Some leaves may blur
the boundaries between
categories, so if you're
not confident in your ID,
check to see if it's listed
in a different category.

Spade

Simple versus Compound

Pay attention to where the bud is
located on your tree. This will tell you if
you’re looking at a tree with simple or
compound leaves.

Simple

The petiole joins to
the twig. Most NYC
street trees have
simple leaves.

Compound

Line

Leaflets join along a
central stalk, which
attaches to the twig.

Compound
Q¥ Hand
’\ Leaflets all join at
the same point on a

central stalk.

Alternate v Opposite

This is one of the best things you can
learn in order to quickly narrow down
potential ID matches. Leaves may
be different shapes on different parts
of a tree or on two trees of the same
species, but Leaf Arrangement never
changes. These are the two main
arrangements you will see:

b’ B of

Opposite

Leaves join the
twig immediately
across from one
another.

Alternate
Leaves alternate
between joining on
the left and right
sides of the twig.

Leaf Margin

Leaf Margin is the term for the
characteristics of a leaf at the edges.
Once you've determined the overall
shape of a leaf, look at the margin

for additional clues.

Smooth (Entire) Wavy

YN

Toothed Doubly Toothed
(Dentate
or Serrate)




