PRATT SAVI

COMMUNITY DATA NEEDS
AND CHALLENGES

Parks without Borders Summit
@PrattSAVI, @jessiebraden
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TOPICS

Flood Zones

WFE’LL COVER

What is SAVI?

Environmental community group needs

Community group challenges with open data
What might help

http://smartgrowth.org/green-
infrastructure-mapping-guide/
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PRATT SAVI

WE WORK WITH OPEN DATA AND MAPS EVERY DAY
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COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATION
SUPPORT

596 Acres
Partnerships for Parks

New Yorkers for Parks

Neighbors Allied for Good Growth

Curb Your Litter

Commission on the Public’s Health System

Coalition for Educational Justice

and many more...
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NEEDS

ENVIRONMENTAL
COMMUNITY GROUP NEEDS

Vary widely (no one size fits all tool)
Limited time and sometimes limited skills to work with data

Usually want to combine their own data with open data
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CHALLENGES

COMMUNITY GROUP
CHALLENGES WITH OPEN DATA

Finding and understanding data
Using portals
Combining official data + on the ground data

Keeping all data up to date



CHALLENGES

FINDING DATA

Environment & Health

*  Overwhelming number of sources

*  Environmental data is often a little harder to get (vs.

ésmnm .

demographic) and not as uniform

— i
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CHALLENGES

N¥E OpenData

2015 Open Data Plan Update

On July 15, Mayor Bill de Blasio released Open Data for All, the annual update to the
NYC Open Data Plan. As required by Local Law 11 of 2012, each City entity must
identify and ultimately publish all of its digital public data for citywide aggregation and
publication by 2018. t d ( 5 Al

@ view ¥ More Stories
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USING DATA
PORTALS

®*  Many, many results —some irrelevant

*  Similar results cause confusion

* Hard to contact data creator

*  Lack of metadata (or knowledge of how to find

it/read it)
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Number of Crime Incidents

CHALLENGES

Crime Incidents per 100,000 Riders

==~ |NDERSTANDING
.~ AND USING DATA

'@ ¥ oK
RO
; .:"\._'
: 3,'3 *  Most government data developed for operations
oF "j-'.::,...-'. - Suics and research, not for general public consumption
iaat ‘ *  Data accuracy/nuances
: © 2 *  Datacleaning
. Ca *  Spatial data is different

hitp:/inydn.us/1rdhUeS
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DATA NUANCES

MAPPLUTO NUMBER OF BUILDINGS FIELD
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DATA NUANCES
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CHALLENGES

0 B E q
Legend

COMBINING DATA
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‘ommercial Overlay . - :
L: *  Usecity data to facilitate data collection

* Integrate city data with field collected data
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CHALLENGES

KEEPING IT ALLUP
TO DATE

* Censusdatais now released once a year
* Data sources update on different schedules

* Resources to update maps, reports
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SOLUTIONS

WHAT MIGHT HELP

Talk to orgs that have successfully used open data

Improve user experience of open data portals

User guides and training

Include data analysis (and mapping) in funding requests

Reformat/more alignment in city datasets

More APlIs

S
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THANK YOU

Prait

Spatial Analysis and Visualization
Initiative

Learn More

Spatial Analysis and Visualization Initiative

o0

savi@pratt.edu

www.pratt.edu/savi
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