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CITY OF NEWYORK

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

NEWYORK 7, N.Y.

June 9, 1964

Three decades have passed since the City's park
system was reorganized and centralized in 1934 The record
of expansion and improvement is an impressive and inspiring
one that can be appreciated "by every New Yorker, man, woman
and child. I am happy to feel that I have had a part as
Chairman of the City Planning Commission, Borough President
and Mayor, in creating that record and in supporting the
splendid work of the Department of Parks.

This report indicates the many achievements of the
past , the widespread ac t iv i t i es and f ac i l i t i e s we now enjoy,
and the plans for the future. The officers and employees of
the Department of Parks deserve our congratulations and
hearty support, and our best efforts to ass is t them,in
combatting vandalism, l i t t e r i n g and other abuses of our
parks , playgrounds and beaches.

My administration wil l continue to do everything in
i t s power to help the Park Department in i t s good works, and
I ask the cit izens of Hew York to join in that endeavor.

Sincerely,

MAYOR



COMMISSIONER'S REPORT

PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT

Recorded here are the status and planned future of the City's park
system as of June, 1964. The report describes factually thirty years of
phenomenal growth of an outstanding urban park development, built
and expanded on the basis of practical objectives as approved by the
Mayor, Board of Estimate, the City Council and the City Planning
Commission. Our purpose is to keep the public and press currently in-
formed of progress on these objectives and periodically to publish a review
of what this department and related agencies have accomplished and
expect to do.

STANDARDS

Recreation facilities have increased sevenfold in these thirty years.
They have been closely integrated with other features of a growing City.
We are keeping abreast with these changes by experimenting with installa-
tions of two newly developed safety surface rubber mattings under play-
ground equipment in six playgrounds. Our 1964-1965 Capital Budget
request includes $100,00 for this item alone.

In our endeavor to add more color to our playgrounds, we have been
experimenting with colored, vinyl-coated chain link fences and the paint-
ing of some equipment with terra cotta, medium blue and yellow colors.

We have been working with "full steam ahead" on the moderniza-
tion of park structures and equipment. A program for the redesign of
standard buildings and play apparatus, to be carried out by private firms
has been recommended for approval by the Mayor.

With the cooperation of an interested neighborhood parents' group
we have made a trial installation of new playground shapes and equip-
ment in Riverside Park.

land
SCOPE OF THE PARK SYSTEM

In 1934, there were 14,827 acres of park lands of which 928 acres
represented land under water. Today, there are 3 5,760 acres, of which
9,670 acres represent land under water reserved for wildlife and used for



boating, bathing and fishing, and another 2,970 acres are devoted to road-
ways in our parkway system. The total park acreage represents approxi-
mately 17.5 per cent of the total area of the City of New York, which is
well above the average park area of other cities throughout the country.
These new acres of park land came from many sources; by transfer from
other departments, by acquisition of tax liens, by purchase, condemna-
tion and donation, as part of joint programs with schools and semi-public,
public and private housing agencies, in connection with parkways and
expressways, civic centers, and by reclamation and filling of waterfront
and other neglected areas. Additional playgrounds were built on new
sites acquired by transfer to us of idle and unused lands from other City
departments and from the State. Tax lien properties were acquired at low
cost. New lands for parks and parkways were taken by purchase and con-
demnation. A fund collected by the Police Department, idle in the
Comptroller's Office for thirteen years, was released by court decree and
applied to the acquisition of property for eight memorial playgrounds.
Land for parks and playgrounds has been donated by many philanthropic
citizens. In some cases funds for construction have accompanied these
donations.

Neighborhood recreation facilities are constructed as accepted parts
of major improvements. Our parkways are in fact, shoestring parks with
foot paths, bicycle paths, waterfront promenades, and bordering active
recreation areas. Noteworthy examples are the many concentrated play
facilities along the Henry Hudson Parkway, built as an integral part of
the arterial development, and the twenty playgrounds, miles of walks,
bicycle paths and overlook parking areas in Queens and Brooklyn built
as part of the Belt Parkway.

The new federal-state-city expressway system for mixed traffic,
planned for or under construction in Manhattan, the Bronx, Queens,
Brooklyn, and Richmond is patterned after the parkways and will pro-
vide additional parks and play spaces as well as landscaping along its
borders. Similar incidental park and landscaped areas have been provided
in connection with arterial projects constructed by the Triborough
Bridge and Tunnel Authority.

Seventy-three neighborhood playgrounds have been constructed as
part of public housing projects. Others are under way. All are located so
as to provide recreation for the surrounding community as well as for
residents of the projects.

It is now standard policy to acquire large playgrounds adjacent to
public schools to be jointly operated by the Board of Education and the
Department of Parks, by the former during school hours and by the
latter for community use after school hours. The kindergarten section is
open at all times for mothers and preschool age children under Park
supervision.



The State Legislature approved a bond issue in 1960, and amended
it in 1962, to provide money for the purchase of lands for recreational
purposes not only for the State but also for the City and local com-
munities as well. In the case of the City, under the Park and Recreation
Land Acquisition Bond Proposition Act, a total of $17,000,000 of the
State monies became available to the City for land acquisition. The City
appropriated $5,666,000 as its share of the Bond Issue program.

The Federal Government will share in the acquisition cost of the
western tip of Breezy Point in the amount of $1,000,000.

To date, the City has acquired five parcels totaling 694 acres under
this program. In addition, acquisition proceedings are under way to
acquire an additional site of seventy-six acres. A further site comprising
sixty-eight acres has been mapped.

The Park Department has also requested $21,471,000 in the 1964-
65 Capital Budget for acquisitions other than those under the Bond Issue.
This money will be used predominately for the acquisition of neighbor-
hood playgrounds to serve those areas where adequate facilities are lacking.

reclamation and landfill
FERRY POINT PARK, BOROUGH OF THE BRONX

A contract for stockpiles for sanitation cover in the area west of
Balcom Avenue was completed in the spring of 1963. This contract pro-
vided material to be used by the Department of Sanitation in their land-
fill operation.

PELHAM BAY PARK, BOROUGH OF THE BRONX

This contract provides for the preparation of the site to receive
sanitation fill in the area east of Shore Road in Eastchester Bay, in Pelham
Bay Park. The work includes the construction of dykes, placing fill for
stockpiles, grading, drainage, water supply, electrical work, construction
of maintenance and tractor service buildings, trash screens and electronic
weighing system, etc. After completion of the landfill, the area will be
developed as a park for recreational purposes.

HOFFMAN AND SWINBURNE ISLANDS, LOWER NEW YORK BAY

A comprehensive program has been proposed for the development of
the new park area to provide facilities for many types of recreation,
especially for picnicking and for fishing in the surrounding waters. The
principal means of access to the island will be by public boat service from
South Beach.



Park areas currently being created by landfill with refuse wastes
together with the acreage of land so produced are as follows:
Marine Park Island, Brooklyn 80 Acres
Spring Creek Park Addition, Brooklyn 253 Acres
Ferry Point Park, Bronx 176 Acres
Fresh Kills, Richmond 807 Acres
Edgemere Park, Queens 150 Acres

JAMAICA BAY WILDLIFE REFUGE

For centuries migratory waterfowl following the so-called Atlantic
Flyway have stopped in the Jamaica Bay area to rest and feed. As urbani-
zation has advanced, other feeding and rest areas have become obliterated
by construction of dwellings and industrial buildings. Jamaica Bay is
almost the only remaining haven left in New York City. Due to this
urbanization along the entire Atlantic Coast, the Jamaica Bay Wildlife
Refuge is becoming increasingly important to wildlife. This is indicated
by the increasing numbers of species of birds that are observed each year.

To develop this area as a wildlife refuge was a Park Department
vision for many years, and the reconstruction of the old Long Island
Railroad across the eastern part of the bay by the New York City Transit
Authority enabled it to become a reality. Sand dredged from Jamaica Bay
was used to form dikes creating two impoundments, one east and the
other west of Cross Bay Boulevard. The newly formed dikes were sta-
bilized with vegetative plantings. With this assistance, impetus was given
to establishment of a definite program in 1954.

The Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge embraces in general the 12,000
acres of tidal water and marshlands in and on the perimeter of the Bay.
Two water impoundments, one of 40 acres and the other of 100 acres,
are at the center and are the most popular and attractive areas. The
westerly impoundment of 40 acres is encompassed by a walk with occa-
sional benches where bird watchers may rest.

Migratory waterfowl during the late fall and early winter have been
estimated to have reached 30,000 to 3 5,000 at one time, a figure which
includes all species of ducks, brant, and geese. Reliable agencies have con-
ducted wildlife censuses at the refuge and 286 species have been recorded.
Of this figure, 50 species are regarded as very rare in this environment.
There is also a corresponding increase in nesting birds. Glossy Ibis, a
southern wading bird first observed in the refuge four years ago, nests
each year in increasing numbers. There were ten or more broods in 1963.
Egrets and herons continue to carry on their nesting activities in the same
manner. Many other migratory birds are now nesting and wintering in
the refuge and it has become necessary to provide food during periods of
extreme cold weather.



Visits to the refuge are controlled by permit without fee. Permits
are issued to individuals, groups, or clubs. Some 3,000 permits were issued
during 1963. Visitors have numbered as many as 500 a day, with an
annual estimated attendance of about 50,000 persons. In addition to
supervising these activities at the refuge, the staff makes visits to public
schools and other organized groups for the purpose of showing slides
supplemented by descriptive lectures.

JAMAICA BAY

MARINE PARK
SYNTHETIC TOPSOlL

UNDER WM FOR FUTURE
DEVELOPMENT- 18 HOLES
OF GOLF, BOAT RAMN
6. P ie r

The Park Department program has been coordinated with other
agencies so that at present the illegal shooting of ducks at the refuge is
practically nonexistent. These agencies include the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service of the Department of Interior, the New York State
Conservation Department, and others.

In order to reduce the cost of developing the refuge, Park Depart-
ment personnel are propagating from seed and cuttings an estimated
15,000 to 20,000 plants, including Japanese Black Pine, Eleagnus, Rosa
Rugosa, Aronia, Bayberry, and others. Much of the vegetation previously
grown has reached a stage where it now provides adequate cover, and has
become an important factor in increasing the wildlife population.

Because the last available land surrounding Jamaica Bay is being
developed for homesites, birdlife is being forced increasingly to seek



shelter in the Refuge. With the rapid increase in wildlife population, a
parallel increase of interest in this area will develop among birdwatchers.
With that in mind, we realize that the present parking field is inadequate
and we plan to expand it. We also feel that the time is approaching when
we must consider the installation of a permanent maintenance structure,
including a room with all conveniences for lectures, bird club meetings,
and other related activities.

parks
WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK

The proposed reconstruction of Washington Square Park has created
such widespread interest among residents of Greenwich Village that
before final plans are prepared, they will be submitted to local com-
munity groups and New York University for study and review prior to
final approval of the reconstruction program.

In order not to deprive the community of the use of the entire park
during construction, the contract work will be performed in stages.

CENTRAL PARK RIDING STABLE

A combined Public Riding Stable and Police Department Stable will
be built in Central Park, 300 feet south of the 86th Street, Transverse
Road, Manhattan. Construction is expected to start the latter part of
1964.

This project, financed jointly by the Police Department and the
Park Department at an estimated cost of $2,000,000, will house separate
facilities for the Police Department and for the riding public. An indoor
riding ring will serve both agencies. It will accommodate 250 horses.

BREEZY POINT

The development of Breezy Point Park at the westerly end of the
Rockaway Peninsula will provide an extensive seaside recreation area
improvement. This complex of park and recreation facilities will extend
from the existing Jacob Riis Park to Rockaway Point. This new park
development will serve the expanding population of New York City.

The facilities at Breezy Point Park will include a marina, bathing
facilities, surf casting and picnic areas, athletic fields, a combination
swimming pool and ice skating rink, concession and maintenance build-
ings, parking facilities and attractive landscaping.

Funds will be provided in the 1964/65 Capital Budget for a compre-
hensive study, after which the development will be progressed in stages.
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DREDGING OPERATIONS AT MARINE PARK — BROOKLYN

SAME SITE NOW—18-HOLE MARINE PARK GOLF COURSE'S CLUBHOUSE, PUTTING GREEN



gifts
STATEN ISLAND WAR MEMORIAL

The Staten Island War Memorial Committee has donated $600,000
which will be supplemented by funds to be provided by the City for the
following:

1. An artificial ice skating rink in Clove Lake Park approximately
200' x 140' in area with facilities for parking, a concession area,
lockers and mechanical equipment.

2. A 5,000 seat Sports Stadium in Great Kills Park with parking area
for 1,000 cars and a field house containing dressing rooms, a con-
cession area and public comfort facilities.

HARLEM MEER
COMBINED SWIMMING POOL AND SKATING RINK

Construction of a combined outdoor swimming pool and ice skating
rink was recently started. The project is located in the southwesterly
corner of the Harlem Meer in Central Park at about 106th Street, and
is to be known as Loula D. Lasker Memorial.

This unique structure, the first of its kind to be built anywhere, will
service both activities.

The three-foot deep swimming pool that is used for the summer can
easily be converted to a skating rink of approximately 25,000 square feet
by flooding the floor of the pool.

Included in the project is a one-story building which will contain
dressing rooms, showers, lockers, lifeguards' area, public comfort facili-
ties and observation deck, also included will be concrete bleachers for
participants.

The estimated cost of this project is in excess of $2,000,000. The
executors of the estate of the late Loula Lasker are contributing $600,000
toward this cost.

fountains
A fountain has been constructed in the public plaza at Lincoln

Center. It has controlled jets and dancing waters "played" by a pre-
recorded tape. Colored lights add beauty to this exciting display, com-
pleted in the spring of 1964.

Many pools of various design and a display fountain will remain
after the World's Fair as part of Flushing Meadow Park permanent im-
provements.
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Under our fountain rehabilitation program, the contract for the
much publicized Washington Square Fountain, located near the arch on
lower Fifth Avenue, was completed in the fall of 1963.

We have also completed the rehabilitation and floodlighting of the
famous Bailey Fountain in Grand Army Plaza at the entrance to Prospect
Park in Brooklyn.

A new fountain basin and jet was put into operation in October,
1963 at the Queens Botanical Garden.

monuments

In 1934, the newly consolidated Park Department became responsi-
ble for the care of some 500 monuments and memorials, ranging from
imposing edifices to miniature bronze tablets.

Regardless of esthetic or sentimental consideration, most of them
have been out-and-out troublemakers. Because they were either poorly
constructed, designed with utter disregard for practicality, vulnerable
to incessant vandalism, or made of materials unable to withstand our
climatic changes, almost all must be restored over and over again.

Whether a monument "speaks" in the booming voice of a brave
equestrian, the eloquence of a majestic arch, or the small voice of a tiny
tablet—all are the responsibility of the Park Department and must be
maintained. Should we let them fall into disrepair, criticisms come quick-
ly; usually from those who have little comprehension of the scope of the
problems involved.

The number of monuments increases each year. In 1959 there were
649, today we are responsible for over 700. To insure the City against
unnecessary additional maintenance, we have attempted to establish and
adhere to new principles and standards. We now work with sculptors,
architects, and other designers of monuments and memorials from the
drawing board stage to dedication.

Monument maintenance and rehabilitation is highly specialized work
requiring many skills difficult to find in today's labor market. A plan is
now under way to establish a program "for on the job training" of monu-
ment craftsmen.

For the past twenty-nine years, the same small devoted group of
artisans has struggled with the problem. Despite the lack of adequate
professional personnel and insufficiency of funds, we have completed 643
restorations, relocations, rehabilitations, and reconstructions since 1934.
In addition, 165 new monuments and memorials have been dedicated.
During the past two years, seventy restorations or rehabilitations have
been completed, and thirty-eight new monuments have been acquired.

13



THE OBELISK-CENTRAL PARK

SOLDIERS AND SAILORS MONUMENT



The gigantic job of rehabilitating a famous landmark on the upper
west side of New York was accomplished by this Department in restoring
the beautiful "Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument" fronting on Riverside
Drive, opposite West 89th Street in Riverside Park, Manhattan. The
finishing touches were completed in August 1962, after two years of
reconstruction at a cost of $1,074,000.

The monument was dedicated to the Soldiers and Sailors of the
Union Army in the war between the states by the City of New York in
1902. The original work was completed in 1909 at a cost of $275,000.
The two pylons on the lower terrace are inscribed with the names of the
battles of the Civil War and the outstanding men that fought in them.
The architects were Charles W. and Arthur A. Stoughton, and the sculp-
tor was Paul E. Duboy.

ART COMMISSION

Before any works of art can be erected in the parks, they must be
approved by the Art Commission.

In accordance with Chapter 37 of the New York City Charter, all
works of art, which include buildings, landscape developments, statues,
arches, carvings, inscriptions, monuments, fountains, etc., erected upon
land belonging to the City must be approved by the Art Commission.
Our Design Division prepares the necessary applications for preliminary
and final approvals of all such works of art to be placed on park property,
and the Park Commissioner is an ex-officio member of the Art Com-
mission whenever his submissions are discussed or acted upon.

recreation
Few people today are content to use all their increased hours of

leisure for mere pastimes. Rather, they seek recreational activities which
are interesting, invigorating, and challenging. Above all, they want to
participate in forms of recreation which offset the tension and routine of
their daily lives. Opportunities to enrich their lives, to develop new skills,
and to gain new experiences are essential to the well-being of all people.

The recreational attitudes of individuals are formulated by their
interests and talents and the opportunities available to them to develop
and expand these interests and talents. These individual variants must be
considered by public recreation services in planning recreational facilities
and programs in order that the broadest possible range of interests may
be served. New York City has developed the finest park recreation system
in the world by providing for the diverse recreational needs of close to
eight million people of all ages.
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NEIGHBORHOOD RECREATION

The 861 park playgrounds are the hub of New York City's recrea-
tional system. They are vital to the well-being of residents in urban,
overdeveloped, multi-dwelling communities. They offer leisure-time
recreation for everyone in the community. They combine safe play space
for young children, courts for the active games of older boys and girls,
sitting areas where mothers congregate for relaxation and conversation,
and game tables and light-exercise courts for the elderly.

Small children's play areas are set apart from the active game space
of older children. These areas are equipped with exercise apparatus scaled
to the physical capacities of young children, wading pools or saucer
showers, sand pits, and benches where guardians may relax while watch-
ing their charges. In playgrounds, where trained leadership is available,
pre-school play groups are organized. Activities of an informal nature are
conducted, generally during the morning hours. These include singing
games, rhythm bands, finger painting, clay modeling, paper crafts, play-
ing with toys, storytelling, and imitative play. Through these activities
young children learn to make social adjustments and associations and
acquire group skills which will serve them later in more formal educa-
tional situations.

ONE OF MANY DELIGHTFUL SUMMER PLAYGROUND ACTIVITIES



BOCCIE COURTS PROVIDE PLEASANT HOURS OF RECREATION

Recreation programs for teenage boys and girls provide a wide choice
of recreational activities. Participation in sports and active games helps
them to develop the strength, coordination, and endurance so necessary
to their physical fitness. Team sports for this age group demand coopera-
tion, observance of rules, good sportsmanship, and self-control, all vital
in educating young people for responsible citizenship.

Park playgrounds provide teenagers with after-school, weekend, and
summer recreational programs. In addition, park playgrounds near or
adjacent to elementary and high schools offer lunch hour recreation for
all students.

The recreation programs in neighborhood playgrounds are planned
to meet the interests of all age groups of school children. Team games
include basketball, volleyball, touch football, and punch ball. Among the
more popular dual games are paddle tennis, handball, ping pong, and
shuffleboard. Younger children enjoy group and playground games. Danc-
ing, dramatics, hobby clubs, arts and crafts, checkers, chess and other
table games offer a change of pace from the more vigorous activities.

Recreation programs for older men, both the employed and the
retired, include boccie, horseshoe pitching, shuffleboard, chess and check-
ers. Through participation in these activities they find fellowship in
friendly competition and healthful outdoor exercise.

Park neighborhood playgrounds are open every day of the year and
the daily hours of operation are arranged to meet community require-
ments. More than 150 million visits, principally by children and teen-
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BRIDLE PATH —CENTRAL PARK

WOLLMAN MEMORIAL RINK —CENTRAL PARK

KATE WOLLMAN MEMORIAL RINK — PROSPECT PARK



agers, are made annually to park playgrounds. Although these play-
grounds provide recreational opportunities for people of all ages, children
derive the greatest benefit from their participation in these programs.
Like money in the bank, the benefits of safe, supervised, healthful, and
worthwhile play accrue interest which in years to come will dwarf the
initial outlay of funds which have been appropriated for the development
of playgrounds.

SPECIAL RECREATION AREAS

Radiating from the hub of neighborhood playgrounds are numerous
facilities for activities that have been developed in larger parks. They
include fields for baseball, softball, and little league games; fields for
football, soccer, and hockey; paths for bicycle and horseback riding;
courses for cross-country running; and areas for track and field events,
some within stadia. All these recreational facilities receive heavy usage by
individuals, teams from colleges and public and private schools, amateur
athletic groups, and public, semi-public, and private agencies.

Larger parks also have slopes for coasting and skiing, with lakes and
flooded areas for ice skating. These are supervised by recreation personnel
to ensure safe participation in these winter sports.

Special areas are also developed for model airplane flying, lawn bowl-
ing, and archery. Model boats, both sail and powered, may be navigated
at many park lakes. Fishing is a popular recreational activity throughout
the year. Special areas are designated along waterfront parks in the five
boroughs and children under 17 years of age may fish at designated sites
along the shores of park lakes.

Facilities for roller skating and roller hockey are widely provided in
the larger parks.

Picnic areas with fireplaces, benches, and tables attract great num-
bers of families, social groups, and individuals.

Other recreational interests are met by botanical gardens, children's
gardens, museums, nature trails, wildlife refuges, zoos, and bird sanctu-
aries.

All of these facilities are available to the public without charge.
Reasonable fees, however, may legitimately be collected for the use of
other special recreational facilities; tennis courts, golf courses, swimming
pools, artificial ice skating rinks, use of locker facilities at beaches, and
boating on park lakes. Carousels, pony tracks, and the Children's Zoo in
Central Park are also in the fee category. However, free periods for chil-
dren at the outdoor park pools and the artificial ice skating rinks offer
younger children ample hours for participation in these recreational
activities.
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CHILDREN'S ZOO—CENTRAL PAP

JUNIORS FISHING AT THE 72ND STREET LAKE IN CENTRAL PARK
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The newest special facility is the banked bicycle track at Kissena
Park, Queens, which has been getting intensive use since its opening in
the summer of 1963. The Recreation Division conducted a 15-day bicycle
safety program to teach boys and girls the fundamentals of bicycle riding,
safety precautions, and the care and repair of bicycles. All participants
were required to take tests at the conclusion of the program. Numerous
competitive events have been conducted at the track for racers from 8
years of age and up. Members of New York City's six cycling associations
have competed in weekly events and the National Sub-Junior Champion-
ships were conducted at the track. The public was admitted without
charge to all competitions.

FRIEDSAM MEMORIAL CAROUSEL —CENTRAL PARK



RECREATION CENTERS

Playgrounds and special recreation areas are not all-weather, year-
round facilities, nor do they serve the recreational interests of all people.
Outdoor recreational programs are interrupted by cold or inclement
weather, often for long periods of time. Less than one-tenth of the neigh-
borhood playgrounds have indoor playgrounds and these are adequate for
only a limited number of children's activities. Larger indoor recreation
centers are needed to supplement outdoor facilities, especially in congested
sections of the City.

Six of these larger centers are operated by the Department of Parks:
St. Mary's Park Center, Bronx, Cromwell Center in Richmond, the
Brooklyn War Memorial, St. John's Park Center and Brownsville Center
in Brooklyn, and Lost Battalion Hall in Queens.

Their special facilities serve all age groups. They are the core around
which community activities are planned. They permit the scheduling of
activities, which by their nature, are conducted later in the evening:
dances, exhibitions, demonstrations, and competitions. They provide fa-
cilities for community group and inter-agency activities and for the Park
Department's inter-borough and city-wide recreation programs.

Registered memberships of these centers range from 2,000 to 9,000,
depending upon the size of the center. Weekly attendance, again depend-
ing upon the capacity of the center, averages from 2,500 to 5,000 partici-
pants.

Park recreation centers are open every day of the week and year.
Hours of operation are determined by community requirements, usually
from 10 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. on weekdays, from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.
on Saturdays, and from 12 Noon to 7:00 p.m. on Sundays and holidays.
These hours differ slightly at some centers, according to community re-
quirements.

Recreation programs at these centers, with variations according to
community interests, provide extensive activities for all age groups:
socials, dances, arts and crafts, sewing, woodwork, TV, movies, music
appreciation, club meetings, Mother's Clubs, father-son, mother-daugh-
ter, and family group activities. Physical fitness, social and active games,
stunts, demonstrations, swimming, diving, water safety, synchronized
swimming, calisthenics, and gymnastics.

Twelve years of successful operation of these large recreation centers
proves their importance in the public recreation program. Detailed plans
have been completed for six additional year-round indoor centers which
will be built as soon as funds are made available.
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SENIOR CITIZENS IN ONE OF 10 GOLDEN AGE CENTERS

GOLDEN AGE CENTERS

The Department of Parks program for the elderly has been one of
the most successful recreational developments in recent years. Not all
citizens of advanced years are indigent. What most of them lack is com-
panionship and interesting activity to fill their increased hours of leisure.
The Park Department's centers provide a club-like atmosphere where
members may meet and participate in enjoyable activities. Many oppor-
tunities are opened to them to continue established interests and to find
new, meaningful associations and experiences through the guidance of
understanding leadership. Programs include arts and crafts, music, danc-
ing, table games, parties, TV, card games, trips, discussions, and outdoor
recreation when weather permits.

Membership in these centers has mushroomed beyond expectation,
indicating the great need for this type of center. Today, one out of every
ten persons is over the age of 65. Some have been too busy during their
years of employment to develop recreational interests which could be
continued in later life. Membership at a Park Department golden age
center gives them opportunities to expand their circle of friendship as
well as meaningful recreational activities to fill their leisure hours.

J. Hood Wright Center in Manhattan has 900 members, the Roose-
velt Golden Age Center in Manhattan has 298 registered members,
Brownsville Golden Age Center in Brooklyn has 1,345, Owen Dolen
Golden Age Center in the Bronx has 1,05 5, the Prospect Park Picnic
House Golden Age Center has 270. Golden Age Groups also meet at the
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